NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 2ND SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2012) OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON FRIDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY, 2012

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (68)

Speaker (1)

The Hon Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (34)
(i) People’s Progressive Party/Civic (34)

Hon. Samuel A.A. Hinds, O.E., M.P., Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs

Hon. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs

Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., Minister of Agriculture

Hon. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

  Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Hon. Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo),

  Minister of Foreign Affairs

Hon. Dr. Ashni K. Singh, M.P., Minister of Finance

Hon. Robert M. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne), 

 Minister of Natural Resources and Environment

Hon. Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

 Minister of the Public Service
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2.

Hon. Dr. Bheri S. Ramsaran, M.P., Minister of Health





Hon. Mohamed I. Alli, M.P., Minister of Housing and Water

Hon. Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P., Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport

Hon. Brindley H.R. Benn, M.P., Minister of Public Works






Hon. Ganga Persaud, M.P., Minister of Local Government and Regional Development

Hon. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice),

  Minister of Education

Hon. Jennifer I.M. Webster, M.P., Minister of Human Services and Social Security

Hon. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P., Minister of Amerindian Affairs

*Hon. Dr. Nanda K. Gopaul, M.P., Minister of Labour

Hon. Alli Baksh, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supernaam), 

   Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture

Hon. Norman A. Whittaker, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini),

  Minister in the Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development

Hon. Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., Minister in the Ministry of Finance

Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., Chief Whip

Mr. Manzoor Nadir, M.P.

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. Komal Chand, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/
   West Demerara) (Absent)
*Non-Elected Minister












/…3







3.
Bibi S. Shadick, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P.

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P.

Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P.

Rev. Dr. Kwame A. Gilbert, M.P.

**Mr. Joseph Hamilton, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Health
Dr. Vindhya Vasini Persaud, M.S., M.P.

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supernaam)

Mr. Faizal M. Jafarally, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Members of the Opposition (33)

(ii) Members of A Partnership for National Unity(26)
Brigadier (Ret’d) David A. Granger, M.S.S., M.P.

Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P.

Ms Amna Ally, M.P.

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Mrs. Volda Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Dr. George Norton, M.P.

Mrs. Deborah Backer, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly





**Non-Elected Member
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Mr. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P.

Mr. Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P.

Mr. Keith Scott, M.P.

Ms Dawn Hastings, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni)

Mr. Winston Felix, D.S.M., M.P.

Ms Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Mr. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P.

Ms Africo Selman, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. Desmond Trotman, M.P.

Ms Vanessa Kissoon, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. James A. Bond, M.P.

Mr. Ronald A. Bulkhan, M.P.

Mr. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Mrs. Mabel Baveghems, M.P.

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Christopher A. Jones, M.P.

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Mr. Renis Morian, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Miss Annette N. Ferguson M.P.
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(iii) Members of The Alliance For Change (7)
Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.

Mr. Moses Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P.

Mrs. Catherine Hughes, M.P.

Mrs. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P.

Dr. Veersammy Ramayya, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Ms June Eula Marcello, M.P. (Region No. 8 – Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. Trevor Williams, M.P.
OFFICERS

Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Mrs. Lilawtie Coonjah, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.05 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read the prayers.
OATH OF A NEW MEMBER-

The Speaker informed the Assembly that the President had appointed Mr. Joseph Linden Hamilton to be a Parliamentary Secretary and by virtue of holding the Office of Parliamentary 
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Secretary, he had become a non-elected Member of the Assembly, in accordance with Article 105 of the Constitution.  Mr. Hamilton cannot vote in the Assembly.
The Speaker stated that before Mr. Hamilton could take part in the proceedings of the Assembly, he would have to make and subscribe the oath of office, as required by Article 167 of the Constitution.

As Mr. Hamilton was present, the oath was administered to him by the Clerk.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

(i) Portraits of Former Presidents – Mr. Desmond Hoyte and Mrs. Janet Jagan
The Speaker informed the Assembly that the Clerk of the National Assembly was instructed, by way of a Resolution, to have full-sized portraits of each of the former Presidents of Guyana prepared and displayed in the Parliament Chamber.

The Speaker stated that the Clerk had since carried out the instructions of the Assembly and that the portraits of Mr. Hoyte and Mrs. Jagan were prepared and placed on the eastern wall of the Chamber.

(ii) Additional Responsibilities assigned to Hon. Mohamed Irfaan Alli, Minister of Housing and Water, Ms Gail Teixeira and Ms Amna Ally
The Speaker informed the Assembly that the Hon. Mohamed Irfaan Alli, Minister of Housing and Water, had been assigned additional responsibilities for the Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce until such time that a person is appointed Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce.

He was also informed the Assembly that Ms Gail Teixeira had been appointed Government Chief Whip and that Ms Amna Ally had been appointed Opposition Chief Whip.  
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(iii)    Congratulations to Ms Gail Teixeira, Ms Amna Ally and Mr. Joseph Hamilton
On behalf of Members of the Assembly and himself, the Speaker congratulated Ms Gail Teixeira and Ms Amna Ally on their appointment as Government and Opposition Chief Whips, respectively, and Mr. Joseph Hamilton who again became a Member of Parliament and was appointed Parliamentary Secretary.
The Speaker made the following announcements:-

(iv) “ Death of Mrs. Sheila Holder
Honouarble Members, you are aware of the death of Mrs. Sheila Holder, a former Member of Parliament, who died on Sunday, 20th November, 2011, in New York, U.S.A., after a brief illness.
Mrs. Holder was a former Parliamentarian for both the Alliance For Change and the Working People’s Alliance.

Following the General and Regional Elections, which was held on 19th March, 2001, Mrs. Holder entered the National Assembly, as a Member of Parliament for Guyana Action Party/Working People’s Alliance.

Mrs. Holder was a Member of the Parliamentary Management Committee, the Committee for the Appointment of Members to the Constitutional Commissions, the Standing Orders Committee, the Special Select Committee on the Impact on Global Food Prices, the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, the Special Select Committee on Allied Health Facilities and the Special Select Committee on Political Parties Campaign Financing.
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(v)  Death of Mr. Everall Franklin
Honourable Members, you are also aware of the death of Mr. Everall Franklin, a former Member of Parliament, who died on the 30th November, 2011, at the St. Joseph Mercy Hospital.
Mr. Franklin first became a Parliamentarian on the 16th September, 2006, following the General and Regional Elections which was held on the 28th August, 2006.

Mr. Franklin was a Member of the Parliamentary Management Committee, the Special Select Committee on Guyana Fiduciary Oversight Project and the Special Select Committee on Criminal Responsibilities of HIV/AIDS Infected Individuals.

Mr. Franklin served in the Ninth Parliament until it was dissolved on the 27th September, 2011.

(vi)  Death of Dr. Moti Lall
Honourable Members, it is with deep regret that they learnt of the passing of Dr. Moti Lall, a former Member of Parliament, who died on the 10th January, 2012, at his residence, Republic Park, Phase II, East Bank Demerara, after a brief illness.
Dr. Lall first became a Parliamentarian on the 24th November, 1992, following the General and Regional Elections which was held on the 5th October, 1992.  Dr. Lall continued to serve as a Member of Parliament until he ceased to be a legislator with effect from 15th February, 2001.

He was also a Member of the Party’s Central Committee.
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(vii) Death of Mr. Robert Williams
 Mr. Robert Williams, a former Minister of Fisheries in the Ministry of Agriculture, died on Monday, 30th January, 2012, at the Georgetown Public Hospital’s Caribbean Heart Institute.

Mr. Williams, who was the Deputy Mayor of Georgetown at the time of his death, was in charge of several Committees at City Hall, including Market and Public Health, City Works and Finance Committees.  He was also a Member of the Guyana Elections Commission.

He was Mayor of Georgetown from 1987 to 1989 and Deputy Mayor from 1998.”
The Speaker and Members of the Assembly stood and observed one minute’s silence as a mark of respect for the late Mrs. Sheila Holder, Mr. Everall Franklin, Dr. Moti Lall and Mr. Robert Williams.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 2.13 p.m., the sitting was suspended to enable the Speaker to receive His Excellency the President, Mr. Donald Ramotar.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 2.29 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

ARRIVAL OF THE PRESIDENT

The President entered the Chamber and took his place on the Dais.

WELCOME TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker welcomed the President and invited him to address the Assembly.
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ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

His Excellency the President, Mr. Donald Ramotar, addressed the Assembly.

THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT

The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs gave brief congratulatory remarks.  He expressed thanks and appreciation to the President for his address.  Brigadier (Ret’d) David Granger, on behalf of the majority of the House, expressed appreciation to His Excellency.  Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan also expressed thanks to His Excellency.
Thereafter, the Speaker, on behalf of the Members of the Assembly and himself, thanked His Excellency for his address.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 3.21 p.m., the sitting was suspended.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 4.24 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of Guyana and the Accounts of Ministries, Departments and Regions for the fiscal year ended 31st December, 2010.










(Circulated)
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(2) By the Minister of Finance:

(i) Financial Paper No. 7/2011 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $2,240,901,071 – Advances made from the Contingencies Fund for the period 25th October, 2011 to 31st December, 2011.

(Circulated)

(ii) Financial Paper No. 8/2011 – Supplementary Estimate (Capital) totalling $3,471,047,823 for the period ended 31st December, 2011.

(Circulated)

The Minister of Finance named the 10th February, 2012 for the consideration of the Financial 

Papers.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-


Presentation and First Reading

LOCAL AUTHORITIES (ELECTIONS)(AMENDMENT) BILL 2012 – Bill No. 2 /2012 

The Minister of Local Government and Regional Development, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Local Authorities (Elections) Act to provide for the postponement of elections of councillors of local democratic organs.




(Read a first time on 2012-02-10)
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PUBLIC BUSINESS-

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MOTION

  
NOMINATION OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE OF SELECTION
The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs moved a motion for the Committee of Selection to be comprised of ten (10) Members; five (5) from the Government and five (5) from the Opposition.
Ms Amna Ally, M.P., Chief Whip, proposed and Mrs. Deborah Backer seconded an amendment that the composition of the Committee of Selection be reduced from ten (10) to nine (9) Members.

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Ms Gail Teixeira


Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan

The amendment was put and carried on the following division:

FOR







AGAINST


Mr. Williams






Mr. Jafarally


Ms Marcello






Mr. Damon


Dr. Ramayya






Dr. Persaud


Mrs. Garrido-Lowe





Rev. Gilbert


Mrs. Hughes






Dr. Mahadeo


Mr. Nagamootoo





Mr. Seeraj
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Mr. Ramjattan






Mr. Neendkumar










Mr. Lumumba


Ms Ferguson






Ms Shadick


Mr. Morian






Mrs. Chandarpal

Mr. Allen






Ms Teixeira

Mr. Jones






Mr. Nadir

Mr. Adams






Bishop Edghill


Mrs. Baveghems





Mr. Whittaker

Mr. Sharma






Mr. Baksh

Mr. Bulkhan






Mrs. Campbell-Sukhai


Mr. Bond






Ms Webster

Ms Kissoon 






Ms Manickchand

Mr. Trotman






Mr. G. Persaud

Ms Selman






Mr. Benn

Mr. Allicock






Dr. Anthony


Ms Wade






Mr. Ali


Mr. Felix






Dr. Ramsaran


Ms Hastings






Dr. Westford


Mr. Scott 






Mr. R. Persaud


Mr. Harmon






Dr. Singh

Mr. Greenidge






Mrs. Rodrigues-Birkett


Mrs. Backer






Mr. Nandlall

Dr. Norton 






Dr. Ramsammy

Mrs. Lawrence





Mr. Rohee

Mr. Williams






Mr. Hinds

Dr. Roopernarine 








Ret. Brigadier Granger


____________________



_____________________ 



33






31


____________________ 



_____________________
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Thereafter the Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs nominated the following four (4) Members to serve on the Committee of Selection: 

From the People’s Progressive Party/Civic (4)

Hon. Samuel A.A. Hinds, M.P., Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., Chief Whip
Dr. Bheri Ramsarran, M.P., Minister of Health

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P.

Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., Government Chief Whip, seconded the nomination.

Ms Amna Ally, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip, nominated the following five (5) Members from the Opposition to serve on the Committee of Selection:
From A Partnership For National Unity (4)
Ms Amna Ally, M.P., Chief Whip
Mr. Joseph Harmon, M.S.S., M.P.

Mrs. Volda Lawrence, M.P.

Dr. George Norton, M.P.

From the Alliance For Change (1)

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.
Mr. Moses Nagamootoo, M.P., seconded the nomination.
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ADJOURNMENT

At 5.00 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Thursday, 16th February, 2012.







…………………………………………….







HON. RAPHAEL G.C. TROTMAN, M.P.,







   Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

10th February, 2012.

