NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 1ST SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON WEDNESDAY, 10TH JUNE, 2015

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (37)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT – A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister
Other Vice-Presidents (3)
+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs
+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security
+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 
      Peoples’ Affairs
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Senior Ministers (13)
+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip
+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State
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+ Cabinet Member

*Non-Elected Member



2.
+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P., Minister of Education
+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities
+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health
+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance
+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Governance
+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection
+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure
+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Tourism
+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship
+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business
+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture
Ministers (8)
*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities
+ Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure
Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs
Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),
Minister within the Ministry of Finance
Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
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3.

Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection
Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education
Other Members (10)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)
Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – BarimaWaini)
Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.
Mr. Jermaine Figuera, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)
Ms. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)
Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)
Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)
Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.
Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.00 p.m.
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4.

PROCLAMATION SUMMONING PARLIAMENT


The Clerk read the Proclamation made by the President on 3rd June, 2015, appointing the Parliament Chamber, Public Buildings, Brickdam, Georgetown, Guyana, as the place where a session of the Eleventh Parliament shall be held and 2 o’clock in the afternoon of 10th June, 2015, as the time when such session shall begin.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS


The Clerk called the names of persons whose names had been extracted from the Lists for the Geographical Constituencies and from the National Top-Up Lists and who had been declared by the Elections Commission to have become Members of the National Assembly, following the Elections on 11th May, 2015:
Declared Elected on 20th May, 2015

A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change

Richard Version Allen (Region No. 1)

Haimraj Bernard Rajkumar (Region No. 2)

John Aloysious Adams (Region No. 3)

Karen Roslyn Vanessa Cummings (Region No. 4)

Volda Ann Lawrence (Region No. 4)

Jaipaul Sharma (Region No. 4)

Catherine Andrea Hughes (Region No. 4)

Jennifer Janette Wade (Region No. 5)

Charrandass Persaud (Region No. 6)

Dawn Hastings-Williams (Region No. 7)

Rajcomarie Bancroft (Region No. 8)

Valerie Rosanne Patterson (Region No. 10)

Jermaine Adrian Figuera (Region No. 10)
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5.

Rupert Roopnarine

Basil Williams

Amna Ally

Joseph Frederick Harmon

Carl Barrington Greenidge

Winston DaCosta Jordan

Ronald Azam Bulkan

George Aubrey Norton











Annette Natasha Ferguson

Nicolette Odella Henry

Simona Judie Charles-Broomes

Moses Verasammy Nagamootoo

Khemraj Ramjattan

David Anthony Patterson

Noel Leroy Holder

Raphael Gregory Conwright Trotman

Hans Dominic Gaskin

Valerie Kaloo Garrido-Lowe

Audwin Andrew Rutherford

Michael Carrington

Declared to be non-elected Ministers in accordance with Articles 103(3) and 105 of the 

Constitution: 

Winston Gordon Felix

Keith Scott

Sydney Allicock

His Excellency the President has appointed Hon. Amna Ally as the Government Chief Whip.
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6.

The Clerk informed Members that he was not in receipt of a list from the Chief Elections Officer 
with respect to the declaration of names of Members of the People’s Progressive Party/Civic.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER

The Clerk invited Members to elect a person to be the Speaker of the National Assembly in accordance with Article 56(1) of the Constitution and Standing Order No. 2 of the Standing Orders of the National Assembly.

The Hon. Amna Ally proposed and the Hon. Catherine Hughes seconded the nomination of Dr. Barton Umax Adolphus Scotland, C.C.H.
As there was no other nomination, the Clerk declared Dr. Barton Umax Adolphus Scotland, C.C.H., duly elected Speaker of the National Assembly.

Dr. Barton Scotland, C.C.H., who was present made and subscribed the Oath and was thereafter escorted by his proposer and seconder to the Chair.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER

The Speaker informed Members that he was advised that normally the Deputy Speaker came from among the Members of the Opposition.  Due to the absence of Members of the Opposition the election was not held for the Office of Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly.
OATHS

The oath of office was made and subscribed by:

Mr. Moses V. Nagamootoo
Mr. Carl B. Greenidge

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan
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Mr. Sydney Allicock
Mr. Basil Williams

Ms Amna Ally

Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon
Dr. Rupert Roopnarine

Mr. Ronald A. Bulkan

Dr. George A. Norton

Mr. Winston Jordon

Mr. Raphael G.C. Trotman
Mrs. Volda A. Lawrence

Mr. David A. Patterson

Mrs. Catherine A. Hughes

Mr. Winston G. Felix
Mr. Hans Dominic Gaskin

Mr. Noel L. Holder

Mr. Keith Scott

Mrs. Dawn Hastings-Williams

Ms Annette N. Ferguson

Mrs. Valerie Garrido-Lowe

Mr. Jaipaul Sharma

Dr. Karen Cummings

Mrs. Simona Charles-Broomes

Ms Nicolette O. Henry

Ms Jennifer Wade

Ms Rajcoomarie Bancroft

Mr. John Adams

Mr. Richard Allen
Mr. Michael Carrington
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8.

Mr. Jermaine Figuera
Ms Valarie Patterson

Mr. Charrandas Persaud
Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar

Mr. Audwin Rutherford

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.

REMARKS BY THE SPEAKER

In his remarks, the Speaker thanked Members for electing him to the Office of Speaker.  He congratulated all Members of the National Assembly.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO SPEAKER 

The Hon. Moses Nagamootoo congratulated Dr. Barton Scotland, C.C.H., on his election to the Office of Speaker of the National Assembly.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

(i) Appointment of Ministers

The Speaker informed Members, for the record, of the names of the persons who had been, with effect from 20th May, 2015, appointed by the President to be Ministers and Members of the Cabinet:-

Appointed with effect from 20th May, 2015

Mr. Moses Verasammy Nagamootoo - First Vice-President and Prime Minister  

Mr. Carl Barrington Greenidge - Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan - Vice-President and Minister of Public Security  
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9.

Mr. Sydney Allicock - Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Mr. Basil Williams - Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Ms Amna Ally - Minister of Social Cohesion

Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph Fredrick Harmon - Minister of State

Dr. Rupert Roopnarine - Minister of Education

Mr. Ronald Azam Bulkan - Minister of Communities

Dr. George Aubrey Norton - Minister of Public Health

Mr. Winston DaCosta Jordon - Minister of Finance







Mr. Raphael Gregory Conwright Trotman - Minister of Governance

Mrs. Volda Ann Lawrence - Minister of Social Protection

Mr. David Anthony Patterson - Minister of Public Infrastructure

Mrs. Catherine Andrea Hughes - Minister of Tourism

Mr. Winston Gordon Felix, D.S.M. - Minister of Citizenship 
Mr. Hans Dominic Gaskin - Minister of Business

Mr. Noel Leroy Holder - Minister of Agriculture

Mr. Keith Scott - Minister within the Ministry of Communities 
Mrs. Dawn Hastings-Williams - Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Ms Annette Natasha Ferguson - Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Mrs. Valerie Garrido-Lowe - Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Mr. Jaipaul Sharma - Minister within the Ministry of Finance

Dr. Karen Roslyn Vanessa Cummings - Minister within the Ministry of Public Health

Mrs. Simona Judie Charles-Broomes - Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection

Ms Nicolette Odella Henry - Minister within the Ministry of Education
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STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS

Decree issued by the President of Venezuela on the sovereign territory of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, made a statement on the Decree issued by the President of Venezuela on the sovereign territory of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 3.02 p.m., the sitting was suspended to enable the Speaker to receive His Excellency the President, Brigadier David A. Granger, M.S.S.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 3.22 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

ARRIVAL OF THE PRESIDENT

The President entered the Chamber and took his place on the Dais.

WELCOME TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker welcomed the President and invited him to address the Assembly.

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

His Excellency the President, Brigadier David A. Granger, M.S.S., addressed the Assembly.

THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker, on behalf of the Members of the Assembly and himself, thanked His Excellency for his address.
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11.

ADJOURNMENT

At 4.03 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Thursday, 25th June, 2015.





…………………………………………………………..





HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

10th June, 2015.
