NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 2ND SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 25TH JUNE, 2015

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (37)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT – A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister
Other Vice-Presidents (3)
+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of 
     Foreign Affairs (Absent – on leave)
+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security
+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Senior Ministers (13)
+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip
+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State

/…2





+ Cabinet Member


*Non-Elected Member



2.
+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P., Minister of Education
+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities
+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health
+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance
+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Governance
+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection
+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure
+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Tourism
+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship
+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business
+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 
Ministers (8)
*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities
+ Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure
Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs
Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),
Minister within the Ministry of Finance
Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
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*Non-Elected Member







3.

Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection
Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education (Absent – on leave)
Other Members (10)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)
Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – BarimaWaini)
Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.
Mr. Jermaine Figuera, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)
Ms. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)
Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)
Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.
Officers (2)

Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.07 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
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4.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

(i) Leave:

The Speaker informed Members that leave had been granted to Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., for that day’s sitting.

(ii)     Broadcasting of Sittings of the National Assembly within the environs of the Public Buildings

The Speaker also informed Members that by way of Resolution No. 24 of 2012, the Clerk of the National Assembly was directed to make arrangements for the broadcasting of Sittings of the National Assembly to members of the public within the environs of the Public Buildings and that the Clerk had implemented the decision of the Assembly by the acquisition of a Voice Amplification System which was procured by the Parliament Office.
(iii)   Welcome to Members to the Second Sitting of the National Assembly

The Speaker welcomed Members to the Second Sitting of the National Assembly of the Eleventh Parliament and informed them that he will strive to maintain the highest traditions of dignity and decorum in the Assembly while remaining obedient to the Standing Orders. He asked Members to join him in this noble endeavour.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of Guyana on the Accounts of Ministries/Departments/Regions for the fiscal year ended 31st December, 2013.









(Circulated)
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5.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

1. CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015- Bill No. 1/2015
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Third Schedule relating to Article 222A of the Constitution to provide financial autonomy to certain entities.

2. FORMER PRESIDENTS (BENEFITS AND OTHER FACILITIES) BILL 2015-Bill No. 2/2015
The Minister of Finance, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide certain benefits and other facilities for former Presidents.

3. FISCAL MANAGEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015-Bill No. 3/2015
The Minister of Finance, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Fiscal Management and Accountability Act.
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6.

4. ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING AND COUNTERING THE FINANCING OF TERRORISM (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 – Bill No. 4/2015
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act.

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 – Bill No. 5/2015

The Minister of Communities, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:











A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Local Government Act.  

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-
(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MOTION

APPROVAL OF GOVERNMENT’S POLICY IN PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
The First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly expresses its sincere thanks and appreciation to His Excellency the President, Brigadier David A. Granger, M.S.S., for his Address to the National Assembly which was made on the occasion of the Ceremonial Opening of the First Session of the Eleventh Parliament of Guyana on Wednesday, 10th June, 2015, and approves of the policy adumbrated therein.

(Notice Paper No. 1 (M1  Govt 1) published on 2015-06-15)
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7.
The following Members spoke to the motion:

The Minister of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs


The Minister of Agriculture


The Minister of Public Health

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.06 p.m., the sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.11 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:


The Minister of Tourism


The Minister of Education


The Minister of Governance


The Minister of Citizenship

ADJOURNMENT

At 6.25 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Friday, 26th June, 2015.






HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly
PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

25th June, 2015.
