NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 5TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 30TH JULY, 2015,
IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (69)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (36)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State 
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+ Cabinet Member


*Non-Elected Member



2.

+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P., Minister of Education

+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health

+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance

+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Governance

+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection

+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Tourism

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business

+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (8)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
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*Non-Elected Member
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Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection

Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education 

Other Members (10)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – BarimaWaini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figuera, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Ms. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)
(ii) People’s Progressive Party (32)

Listed as Declared by the Guyana Elections Commission

Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P. (Absent)

Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P. (Absent)

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P. (Absent)

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P. (Absent)
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Mrs. Yvonne Pearson-Fredericks, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P. (Absent)

Dr. Clive R. Jagan, M.P. (Absent)

Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P. (Absent)

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P. (Absent)

Dr. Bheri S. Ramsarran, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Charles S. Ramson, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. (Absent)

Ms Africo Selman, M.P. (Absent)

Ms Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P. (Absent)

Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) (Absent)

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam) (Absent)

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/ West Demerara) (Absent)

Mr. Komal Chand, J.P., C.C.H., M.P., (Region No. 3 –

    Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) (Absent)
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Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent)

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent)

Ms Gillian R. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent)

Ms Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) (Absent)

Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) (Absent)

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) (Absent)

Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) (Absent)

Mr. Aliser A. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo) (Absent)










Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.03 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker asked Members to complete their Members of Parliament Identification Forms and to return same to the Registry Section.
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6.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

Report of the Ombudsman on a complaint by Mr. Maurice Arjoon arising out of the prosecution for a fraud at the New Building Society Ltd.








(Circulated)

(2) By the Minister of Finance:

(i)     Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana National Newspapers Limited for the year ended 31st December, 2012.

(Circulated)

(ii)     Annual Report of Kwakwani Utilities Inc. for the year 2012.

(Circulated)

(iii)      Annual Report of the Guyana Oil Company for the year 2013.

(Circulated)

(3) By the Minister of Public Infrastructure:

(i)    Audited Financial Statements of the Demerara Harbour Bridge Corporation for the years ended 31st December, 2010, 2011 and 2012.








(Circulated)

(ii)  Audited Financial Statements of the Maritime Administration Department for the year ended 31st December, 2003.

(Circulated)
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(iii)      Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority for the year ended 31st December, 2003 to 2008.

(Circulated)

(4)  By the Minister of Social Protection:

Annual Report of the Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social Security for the year 2012.








(Circulated)


 (5) By the Minister of Communities:

(i) Annual Report of the Central Housing and Planning Authority for the year 2013.








(Circulated)

(ii) Audited Financial Statements of the Central Housing and Planning Authority for the   

      year ended 31st December, 2013.








(Circulated)

(ii) Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Water Incorporated for the year ended 

       31st December, 2013.








(Circulated)

(6)By Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs:

The Maritime Zones (Internal Waters and River Closing Baselines) Regulations 2015 – No. 3 of 2015.









(Circulated)
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STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS-

(1) Maritime Zones (Internal Waters and River Closing Baselines) Regulations 2015

The Minister of Foreign Affairs made a statement on the Maritime Zones (Internal Waters and River Closing Baselines) Regulations 2015 – No. 3 of 2015.

(2) Presentation of 2015 Budget
The Minister of Finance informed Members that the 2015 Budget will be presented on 10th August, 2015.

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   MOVED BY A MINISTER-

The Speaker, in accordance with Standing Order No. 30(d), consented to the following motion being proceeded with at that sitting:
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 54

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved the following motion:


RESOLVED,

That Standing Order No. 54 be suspended to enable the Assembly to proceed at its sitting on Thursday, 30th July, 2015, with the second reading and the remaining stages of the Customs (Amendment) Bill 2015 – Bill No. 6 of 2015.

(Notice Paper No. 5 (M5  Govt 5) published on 2015-07-27)

Thereafter, the motion was put and carried.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

Presentation and First Reading

CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 – Bill No. 6/2015

The Minister of Finance, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Customs Act.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-
(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Readings

ITEM 1  - FISCAL MANAGEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY (AMENDMENT) BILL 

      2015-Bill No. 3/2015 published on 2015-06-18

The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Fiscal Management and Accountability Act.

(Read a first time on 2015-06-25)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Vice-President and the Minister of Foreign Affairs


The Minister within the Ministry of Finance

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.
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In Committee

Clauses 1 to 4 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Fiscal Management and Accountability (Amendment) Bill 2015 was read a third time and passed as printed.

ITEM 2  -  LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 – Bill No. 5/2015 

published on 2015-06-19
The Minister of Communities moved the second reading of the following Bill:




A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Local Government Act.  
(Read a first time on 2015-06-25)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Mr. Michael Carrington


Vice-President and Minister of Public Security


Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Thereafter, the Minister of Communities replied.

The Bill was read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 and 2 were passed as printed.
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The Schedule was passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Communities, the Local Government (Amendment) Bill 2015, was read a third time and passed as printed.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.20 p.m., the sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.32 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

ITEM 3  -   CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 – Bill No. 6/2015 published on 

2015-07-10

The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Customs Act.




(Read a first time on 2015-07-30)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs


Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.
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In Committee

Clauses 1 and 2 were passed as printed.
Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Customs (Amendment) Bill 2015 was read a third time and passed as printed.

MOTIONS

ITEM 4   - SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 9
Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, moved the following motion:

WHEREAS Standing Order 9 provides that “unless there are special reasons for so doing, no sitting of the National Assembly shall be held between the 10th  August and 10th October  in any year”;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order 112 provides that any one or more of the Standing Orders may be suspended, after notice, or with the leave of the Speaker, on a motion by a member at any sitting;


AND WHEREAS due to the prorogation and dissolution of the 10th Parliament, the Minister of Finance was unable to lay before the National Assembly the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 2015;


AND WHEREAS the Government of Guyana is desirous of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 2015 be presented and considered in the National Assembly on or before 1st September, 2015;
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AND WHEREAS the suspension of Standing Order No. 9 will allow the Government to present and conclude consideration of the 2015 Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure by the time mentioned herein,


BE IT RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly agrees to suspend Standing Order No. 9 in order to allow the 2015 Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure to be presented and considered on or before 1st September, 2015.

(Notice Paper No. 3 (M3  Govt 3) published on 2015-07-22)

Thereafter, the motion was put and carried.
ITEM 5  -  REPRESENTATION ON SECTORAL COMMITTEES

The Minister of Social Cohesion moved the following motion:


WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(1) makes provision for the appointment of the four (4) Sectoral Committees, pursuant to Article 119B of the Constitution, as soon as may be after the beginning of each National Assembly;


AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(2) provides that each Sectoral Committee shall consist of seven (7) members, three (3) representing the Government and four (4) the Opposition, respectively;


AND WHEREAS in this 11th Parliament, the Government is in the majority and the Opposition in the minority;
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AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(2) does not represent the new majority reality in this 11th Parliament,








BE IT RESOLVED:

That Standing Order No. 86(2) be amended to read that representation on the Sectoral Committees should be calculated in accordance with the seat allocation to the Political Parties in Parliament; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That Standing Order No. 86(2) be amended to read that, “each Committee shall consist of seven (7) Members, four (4) representing the Government and three (3) representing the Opposition, to be nominated by the Committee of Selection.  The Government and Opposition shall be entitled to elect one alternate Member for each Sectoral Committee. (See Appendix)
(Notice Paper No. 4 (M4  Govt 4) published on 2015-07-22)

The Minister of Governance spoke to the motion.
On a motion by the Minister of Governance, Standing Orders Nos. 112 and 111 (3) were suspended to enable Standing Order No. 86(2) to be amended forthwith, that is, without being referred to the Standing Orders Committee.
Thereafter, the motion was put and carried.

EMANCIPATION GREETINGS

Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs extended Emancipation Greetings to all Members of Parliament, and to the Clerk of the National Assembly and his staff.
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15.

ADJOURNMENT

At 6.35 p.m., on a motion by the Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on 10th August, 2015.

HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

30th July, 2015.
