NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 17TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 22nd  OCTOBER, 2015,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (69)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (36)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs (Absent)
+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (Absent) 

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State 
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+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P., Minister of Education

+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health

+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance

+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Governance (Absent)
+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection

+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent),
    Minister of Tourism

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business

+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture (Absent)

Ministers (8)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
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Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection

Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education 

Other Members (10)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – BarimaWaini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Ms. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(ii) People’s Progressive Party (32)

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Leader of the Opposition 

Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip 
Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 
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Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P.

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P.

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P.

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P.

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P.

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P.

Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P.

Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Ms. Gillian R. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Dr. Bheri S. Ramsarran, M.P.

Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Ms. Africo Selman, M.P.

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Cornetyne)

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P.

Mrs. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks, M.P.

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. Komal Chand, J.P., C.C.H., M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)
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Mr. Alister S. Charlie M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo)

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P.

Dr. Clive R. Jagan, M.P.

Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P. 

Mr. Charles S. Ramson, M.P.

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P.

Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.09 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
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6.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

(1) Address by His Excellency the President, David A. Granger, M.S.S.

The Speaker informed Members that His Excellency the President, David A. Granger, M.S.S., would address the National Assembly during the course of that Sitting.

(2) Visit to the Parliament of the Republic of  Suriname
The Speaker also informed Members that he led a Delegation from the Parliament, comprising Members of the Government and Opposition and the Clerk of the National Assembly on an official return visit to the Speaker (and Parliament) of the Republic of Suriname from the 14th October to the 18th October, 2015. 
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly (Chairman of the Committee of Selection):

(a) Minutes of Proceedings of the 2nd Meeting of the Committee of Selection held on Friday, 4th September, 2015.                                                

(Circulated)

(b) Minutes of Proceedings of the 3rd Meeting of the Committee of Selection held on Wednesday, 9th September, 2015.

(Circulated)

(c) Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of Guyana and on the Accounts of Ministries, Departments and Regions for the fiscal year ended 31st December, 2014. 

(Circulated)
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7.
(d) Report of the Auditor General of Guyana on the Follow-up Performance Audit on “An Assessment of the Living Conditions of the residence of the Palms Geriatric Institution”.











(Circulated)
(2) By the First Vice-President and Prime Minister: 

(a) The Audited Financial Statements of the National Communications Network for the year ended 31st December, 2012.

 









(Circulated)

(b) The Audited Financial Statements of the Government Information Agency for the years ended 31st December, 2001 to 31st December, 2008.

(Circulated)

(3) By the Minister of State:

(a) The Audited Financial Statements of the Institute of Applied Science and Technology for the years ended 31st December, 2010 and 2011.










          (Circulated)

(b) The Audited Financial Statements of the Integrity Commission for the year ended 31st December, 2013.

         
(Circulated)

(4) By the Minister of Finance:

(a) The Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Order 2015 – No. 15 of 2015.          

        (Circulated)
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   8.

(b) The Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Order 2015 – No. 16 of 2015.

        (Circulated)

(c) Annual Reports and Statements of Accounts of the Guyana Revenue Authority for the years ended 31st December, 2007 to 31st December, 2010.

       (Circulated) 





(d) Loan Contract No.3369/ BL-GY dated February 19, 2015 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$15,000,000.00 for the Citizen Security Strengthening Programme.
   (Circulated) 

(e) Loan Contract No.3422/ BL-GY dated February 19, 2015 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$17,160,000.00 for the Environment Sector Strengthening - II.

    (Circulated) 

(f) Sales Contract No. Sa 144592 signed on January 1, 2014 between PDVSA Petr6leo, S.A. (PDVSA) and the Guyana Energy Agency (GEA) to supply the Government of Guyana with crude oil, refined oil products and LPG of up to 5,200 barrels per day on an annual basis.

    (Circulated) 

(g) Loan Agreement No. 9/SFR-OR-GUY dated May 26, 2015 between the Caribbean Development Bank and the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and Guyana Sugar Corporation Inc. for US$7,500,000.00 for the Sugar Industry Mechanisation Project. 
                                                                                                                (Circulated) 
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(h) The Mid- Year Report for 2015.

        (Circulated) 

(i) The Annual Reports and Audited Accounts of the National Insurance Scheme for the                  year ended 31st December, 2013.

(Circulated)




(5) By the Minister of Public Infrastructure:
(a) The Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Energy Agency for the year ended 31st December, 2013. 











(Circulated)

(b) The Audited Financial Statements of the Transport and Harbours Department for the years ended 31st December, 2003 to 31st December, 2007.

           (Circulated)

(c) The Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority for the year ended 31st December, 2009.

           (Circulated)    

(6) By the Minister of Business:

The Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Office for Investment for the year ended 31st December, 2013.










            (Circulated)

   (7)By the Minister of Communities:

        
(a) Mabaruma Town (Constitution) Order 2015- Order No. 18 of 2015. 













(Circulated)
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(b) Bartica Town (Constitution) Order 2015- Order No. 19 of 2015. 

(Circulated)

  
(c) Lethem Town (Constitution) Order 2015- Order No. 20 of 2015.

(Circulated)

(d) Corriverton Town (Constitution) (Amendment) Order 2015- Order No. 21 of 2015.

(Circulated)


(e) Anna Regina Town (Constitution) (Amendment) Order 2015- Order No. 22 of 2015.

(Circulated)

QUESTIONS ON  NOTICE

For Oral Reply
1. ACCOUNTABILITY IN AWARD OF FORENSIC AUDIT CONTRACTS

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., requested that the following questions to the Minister of Finance be converted to questions for written reply:

1. *Can the Minister provide a detailed list of every entity at which a forensic audit is being conducted, or has been conducted, the identity of the Auditor contracted to conduct each of the said audits, and indicate how much each auditor is being paid for the audits concerned?

2. *Can the Minister say under what legal authority these audits are being performed?

3. *Can the Minister provide the contracts and terms of reference of the said audits?
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4. *Can the Minister say who prepared the terms of reference of each audit and when it was prepared?

5. *Can the Minister provide documentary evidence of the procurement procedures followed in awarding the contracts to perform these audits, including the public advertisements placed and full details of all tenders received?

6. *Can the Minister state what steps were taken to ensure that each price paid for each audit is competitive?

7. *With respect to each Auditor contracted, can the Minister indicate what the academic, professional, and experiential qualifications of the Auditor concerned are, specifying whether the Auditor has a practice certificate issued by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Guyana, and what due diligence steps were taken to establish the capability and suitability of each auditor for each assignment?

8. *Can the Minister provide a list of forensic audit known to have been previously performed by each of the Auditors contracted, including the entity audited and the nature of the assignment, prior to being awarded the current contracts?

9. *Can the Minister say who is supervising and instructing the auditors concerned, including reviewing their work to ascertain that it is satisfactorily completed before any payment is made?

10. *Provide details of the academic, professional and experiential qualifications of this (these) supervisor(s), including evidence of their demonstrated prior competence in performing, directing, supervising and reviewing forensic audits?

(Notice Paper No. 15 (Q1  Opp. 1) published on 2015-09-16)
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12.
For Written Replies

2. FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THE RICE INDUSTRY

Member Asking: 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister of Finance

In his budget speech for 2015, the Minister of Finance stated as follows: 

"Mr. Speaker, over $23 billion has been allocated in this budget to support 

further 
payments to over 7,000 rice farmers. This is in the context of the 


current inability of the Petro Caribe Fund to meet these payments."

1. In light of the Minister's assertions about the "inability of the Petro Caribe Fund to meet these payments", can the Minister confirm which funding source other than the Petro Caribe Fund will be utilised to finance this amount of over $23 billion?
2. Can the Minister indicate the exact Budget Agency, Programme, and Line Item under which this amount of over $23 billion is allocated in the 2015 budget, consistent with the funding source indicated in the response to (1) above?
3. Can the Minister indicate exactly what additional support is being provided to the rice industry from this amount of $23 billion, other than payment to farmers and millers for the rice and paddy they produce and supply?

(Notice Paper No. 16 (Q2  Opp. 2) published on 2015-09-16)
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ANSWERS
1. “The Consolidated Fund will be utilised to meet the payments.

2. Budget Agency 90- Public Debt, Programme: 901- Public Debt, External Public Debt Unfunded Principal Line Item: 9010158- Venezuela (PDVSA and LA CASA). The amount is reflected under the External Public Debt (Principal) because Guyana’s debt to Venezuela is repaid principally through the value of the rice and paddy shipped to that country.
3. No additional financial support is being provided other than that given to farmers and   millers to cover the cost for white rice and paddy shipped to Venezuela”.

3. PRE-BUDGET SUPPORT TO THE RICE INDUSTRY
Member Asking: 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister of Finance

In his budget speech for 2015, the Minister of Finance stated that his Government had already provided (prior to the 10 August submission of the 2015 budget to the National Assembly) support of $5 billion to GRDB for the rice industry. 

1. Can the Minister indicate exactly how much financial support was provided by the Government to GRDB prior to the passage of Budget 2015?

2. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the source of funding for this support?

3. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the Budget Agency, Programme, and Line Item to which this support was charged when it was provided to GRDB?
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4. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the date on which this support was released by the Ministry of Finance to the Budget Agency concerned, and on what date it was paid over by that Budget Agency to GRDB?

5. Can the Minister indicate what additional support was provided to the rice industry from this amount of $5 billion, other than payment to farmers and millers for the rice and paddy they produced and supplied?
(Notice Paper No. 17 (Q3  Opp. 3) published on 2015-09-16)
ANSWERS

1. “Prior to the passage of Budget 2015, the total amount transferred to the GRDB by the present Government was $5,435,716,020 (equivalent to US$26,323,080)”.

2. “The source of funding was the Consolidated Fund.”

3. “The payments made to the GRDB were charged to Agency 90- Public Debt, Programme: 901- Public Debt, External Public Debt Unfunded Principal Line Item: 9010158 – Venezuela (PDVSA and LA CASA). These funds are reflected under the External Public Debt (Principal) because Guyana’s debt to Venezuela is repaid principally through the value of the rice and paddy shipped to that country”.

4. “The support was released in two amounts on two different dates. The two payments of $1, 858,500,000 and $3,577,216,020 were transferred to the GRDB, via Bank of Guyana, on June 25th and July 24th, 2015, respectively, and were subsequently received by the GRDB on June 30th, 2015 and July 27th, 2015, respectively”.
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5.  “No additional financial support has been provided beyond the sum of $5, 435,716,020 paid to farmers and millers to cover the costs for white rice and paddy shipped to Venezuela.

4. PRE-BUDGET SUPPORT TO THE SUGAR INDUSTRY

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister of Finance

In his budget speech for 2015, the Minister of Finance stated that his Government had already provided (prior to the 10 August submission of the 2015 budget to the National Assembly) support of almost $4 billion to Guysuco. This was consistent with a previous public announcement made on 17 June that the Government had approved support of $3.8 billion to Guysuco to be released immediately, and subsequent public announcements that the said $3.8 billion had actually been provided to Guysuco.

1. Can the Minister indicate exactly how much financial support was provided by the Government to Guysuco prior to the passage of Budget 2015?

2. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the source of funding for this support?

3. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the Budget Agency, Programme, and Line Item to which this support was charged when it was provided to Guysuco?






4. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the date on which this support was released by the Ministry of Finance to the Budget Agency concerned, and on what date it was paid over by that Budget Agency to Guysuco?

(Notice Paper No. 19 (Q5  Opp.5) published on 2015-09-16)
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ANSWERS

1. “Financial support of $3,812,000,000 was provided by the Government to Guysuco prior to the passage of budget 2015”.

2. “The source of funding for this support was the Consolidated Fund”.

3. “This support was charged to Agency 21, Ministry of Agriculture; Programme 211, Ministry Administration; Line Item 6321, Subsides and Contributions to Local Organisations”.

4. “This Support was released by the Ministry of Finance on the 17th June, 2015 to the Ministry of Agriculture and was paid over to Guysuco on the 22nd June, 2015”.

5. EXPENSES INCURRED IN RELATION TO PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION ACTIVITES

Member Asking: 

Dr. Frank Anthony, M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister within the Ministry of Education

1. Can the Minister provide a detailed list of all costs incurred in relation to, and in preparation for, the Presidential inauguration events held at Parliament Buildings, at the Independence Arch at Brickdam, at the National Stadium at Providence, at the Pegasus Hotel, and elsewhere, including the clean-up campaign that preceded those events?

2. In relation to the costs referred to in 1 above, can the Minister indicate the source of funding?
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3. Can the Minister provide a detailed list giving the nature and total value of contributions made?
4. Can the Minister indicate when an audited statement of the expenditure incurred will be available and tabled in this National Assembly?
(Notice Paper No. 18 (Q4  Opp. 4) published on 2015-10-01)
ANSWERS

1. “The Ministry of Education, Department of Culture Youth and Sport was not required to provide any financial, technical nor any-kind support in preparation for the Presidential Inauguration events held at Parliament Buildings, Independence Arch in Brickdam, Pegasus Hotel and elsewhere, including the clean-up campaign that preceded those events”.

2. “As indicated in the first response provided at question 1, no financial support was provided therefore no source of funding can be indicated”. 

3. “Given responses at 1 and 2, the Ministry of Education, Department of Culture, Youth and Sport is not in possession of such a listing”.

4. “The Ministry of Education, Department of Culture, Youth and Sport is not in possession of any statement of expenditure, as no expenses were the incurred for the stated activities.
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18.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

Presentation and First Reading

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 –Bill No. 10 of 2015

The Minister of Finance, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Financial Institutions Act.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

 At 2.27 p.m., the Sitting was suspended to await the arrival of His Excellency, the President.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 2.59 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

ARRIVAL OF THE PRESIDENT

The President entered the Chamber and took his place on the Dais.

WELCOME TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker welcomed the President and invited him to address the Assembly.

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

His Excellency the President, David A. Granger, M.S.S., addressed the Assembly, in accordance with Article 63(1) of the Constitution.
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THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker, on behalf of the Members of the Assembly and himself, thanked His Excellency for his address.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 3.31 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for the departure of the President.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 3.40 p.m., the Sitting was resumed
.
ADJOURNMENT

At 3.41 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Thursday, 12th November, 2015.

…………………………………………………………..

HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly
PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

22nd October, 2015.
