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Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Leader of the Opposition 

Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., 
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Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P.

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P.

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P.

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P.

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P.

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. (Absent)
Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P.

Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)
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Mr. Alister S. Charlie M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo)

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P.

Dr. Clive R. Jagan, M.P. (Absent)
Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P. 

Mr. Charles S. Ramson, M.P.

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P.

Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 3.31 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

Annual Report of the National Commission on Disability for the year 2014.









(Circulated)

(2) By the Minister of Finance:

(i) Financial Paper No. 1/2015 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $3,239,601,366 for the period 25th October, 2011 to 31st December, 2014.

(Circulated)
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(ii) Financial Paper No. 2/2015 – Statement of Excess (Current and Capital) totalling $6,471,145,418 for the period 1st January, 2012 to 16th June, 2014. 

(Circulated)
(iii)      Compensation Agreement under the Frame work of the PETROCARIBE Energy Cooperation Agreement dated May 18, 2015 between PDVSA Petroleo, S.A. (PDVSA) and the Republic of Guyana for the cancellation of the oil debt in compensation for the white rice and paddy shipment under the Guyana/Venezuela Rice Trade Agreements in the amount of US$44,916,378.38. 

(Circulated)

(iv)      Amendatory Loan Agreement GUY/L0001: Amendment No. 1 Signed on March 10, 2015 between the CARICOM Development Fund (CDF) and the Government of the Republic of Guyana for the Farm Access Road Project.

(Circulated)

(v)     Amendatory Loan Agreement GUY/L001: Amendment No. 2 singed on November 11, 2015 between the CARICOM Development Fund (CDF) and the Government of the Republic of Guyana for the Farm Access Road Project.

(Circulated)

(3) By the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs:

The Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism   (Amendment) Regulations 2015 – No. 7 of 2015.

(Circulated)

/…7
7.

(4) By the Minister of Governance:
(i) Environmental Protection (Expanded Polystyrene Ban) Regulations 2015 –No. 8 of 2015. 









(Circulated)
(ii) Annual Report for the Department of Natural Resources and the Environment for the year 2014. 

(Circulated)

(5) By the Minister of Social Protection

    
 Labour Report 2014.


(Circulated)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

For Written Replies

ACCOUNTABILITY IN AWARD OF FORENSIC AUDIT CONTRACTS

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Minister Answering: 
The Minister of Finance

1. Can the Minister provide a detailed list of every entity at which a forensic audit is being conducted, or has been conducted, the identity of the Auditor contracted to conduct each 

of the said audits, and indicate how much each auditor is being paid for the audits concerned?

2. Can the Minister say under what legal authority these audits are being performed?

3. Can the Minister provide the contracts and terms of reference of the said audits?
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4. Can the Minister say who prepared the terms of reference of each audit and when it was prepared?

5. Can the Minister provide documentary evidence of the procurement procedures followed in awarding the contracts to perform these audits, including the public advertisements placed and full details of all tenders received?

6. Can the Minister state what steps were taken to ensure that each price paid for each audit is competitive?

7. With respect to each Auditor contracted, can the Minister indicate what the academic, professional, and experiential qualifications of the Auditor concerned are, specifying whether the Auditor has a practice certificate issued by the Institute of Chartered 

Accountants of Guyana, and what due diligence steps were taken to establish the capability and suitability of each auditor for each assignment?

8. Can the Minister provide a list of forensic audit known to have been previously performed by each of the Auditors contracted, including the entity audited and the nature of the assignment, prior to being awarded the current contracts?

9. Can the Minister say who is supervising and instructing the auditors concerned, including reviewing their work to ascertain that it is satisfactorily completed before any payment is made?

10. Provide details of the academic, professional and experiential qualifications of this (these) supervisor(s), including evidence of their demonstrated prior competence in performing, directing, supervising and reviewing forensic audits?

(Notice Paper No. 15 (Q1  Opp. 1) published on 2015-09-16)
/…9
9.
ANSWERS

1. “The answer to Question 1 is detailed in Appendix I.
2. The audits are being done in accordance with Section 4 (4) of the Audit Act 2004, Act No. 5 of 2004, which states in part “Notwithstanding anything in the Act or any other law, Government’s right to conduct or cause to be conducted internal audits remains unimpaired.”

“In addition to the legal authority cited above, Cabinet, via Cabinet Decision CP(2015)6:1:V dated 2015/06/02, had approved the forensic audit of selected entities, projects and funds.”
3. Cabinet considered and approved the terms of reference. These terms of reference are detailed in Appendix II. All of the contracts embody the same generic terms of reference. The name and the contracted sum of each of the persons are detailed in Appendix I. A copy of each contract can be made available immediately to the Member asking the question.

4. A generic set of terms of reference was prepared by the Ministry of Finance, submitted to Cabinet in May 2015 and approved by the Cabinet on June 2, 2015.
5. In accordance with Section 28(b) of the Procurement Act 2003, Act No. 8 of 2003, the National Procurement and Tender Administration Board awarded all contracts on single source method. The Government decided to use this method for a number of reasons, including the fact that there is a limited number of Chartered Accounting firms in Guyana, and not all of them offer forensic auditing services.
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6. The procurement procedure followed in awarding the contracts was single source, in accordance with Section 28 (b) of the Procurement Act 2003, Act No. 8 of 2003. Qualified and available individuals/ Accounting Firms were identified to conduct the internal forensic audits. These individuals and firms were allowed to study the entities and submit cost proposals. Factors informing the proposals included the level and number of staff to be assigned to conduct the audit. Negotiated costs were consistent with (in some cases, even lower than) what are generally paid by the Audit Office of Guyana for the services of technical experts and Chartered Accountants to audit the accounts of an entity on behalf of the Auditor General.

7. The Individuals/Firms are qualified Guyanese Accountants and well-known in their sphere of competence. (See Appendix III for the CVs of each person contracted) It is not necessary for the Individuals/Firms to have a practice certificate issued by the Institute of Chartered Accounts of Guyana, since the results of such audits do not require the expression of an opinion on the financial statements of the entity being audited. Only the external auditor of an entity is required to be in possession of such a practicing certificate.

8. The Government contracted qualified Individuals/Firms as per the terms of reference to carry out assignments that are forensic in nature. Among them are persons who are Certified Fraud Examiners, Certified Forensic Accountants and retirees from the Audit Office with specialised training and experience in forensic auditing.

9. The Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Finance has been tasked with coordinating, supervising and reviewing the Audits to ascertain that they adhere to the terms of reference and that they are satisfactorily done, before payment is made. The final report of the Internal Forensic Audit is to be submitted to Cabinet.
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10. The Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Finance, has over 18 years’ experience in Finance, Auditing and Government Accounts. Please see Appendix IV for Minister Sharma’s CV.”  
MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   MOVED BY A MINISTER-


With the leave of the Speaker, in accordance with Standing Order No. 30(d), the following motion was proceeded with at that Sitting:
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 54

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That Standing Order No. 54 be suspended to enable the Assembly to proceed at its Sitting on Thursday, 17th December, 2015, with the second readings and remaining stages of the following Bills: 
1. Municipal and District Councils and Local Authorities (Election) (Amendment) Bill 2015 – Bill No. 14 of 2015;

2. Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism (Amendment) (No.2) Bill 2015 – Bill No. 15 of 2015; and

3. Anti-Terrorism and Terrorist Related Activities Bill 2015 – Bill No. 16 of 2015

 

Notice Paper No. 26 (M21 Govt.17) published on 2015-12-14)
The following Members spoke to the motion:
Ms. Gail Teixeira

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall
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Thereafter the First-Vice President and Prime Minister replied.

The motion was put and carried on the following Division:

AGAINST








FOR
Mr. Gill








Mr. Rutherford

Mr. Ramson








Mr. Rajkumar
Mr. Anamayah







Mr. C. Persaud
Mr. Dharamlall







Ms. Patterson
Mr. Charlie








Mr. Figueira
Mr. Damon








Mr. Carrington
Dr. Mahadeo








Mr. Allen
Mr. Chand








Mr. Adams
Mr. Neendkumar







Ms. Bancroft
Mrs. Pearson-Fredericks






Ms. Wade
Mr. G. Persaud







Ms. Henry
Mr. Mustapha








Ms. Broomes
Ms. Selman








Dr. Cummings
Dr. Westford








Mr. Sharma
Dr. Ramsarran








Mrs. Garrido-Lowe
Mr. Croal








Ms. Ferguson
Mr. Hamilton







         Mrs. Hastings-Williams
Dr. V. Persaud








Mr. Holder
Mr. Seeraj








Mr. Gaskins
Bishop Edghill







Mrs. Hughes
Mr. Lumumba








Mr. Patterson
Mrs. Campbell-Sukhai






Mrs. Lawrence
Dr. Anthony








Mr. Trotman
Ms. Manickchand







Mr. Jordan
Mr. Nandlall








Dr. Norton
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Mr. Ali








Mr. Bulkan
Ms. Teixeira








Dr. Roopnarine
Mr. Rohee







         Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon
Mr. Jagdeo








Ms. Ally 










Mr. Williams

Mr. Ramjattan

Mr. Greenidge

Mr. Nagamootoo
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SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 5.32 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 6.41 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

Presentation and First Readings

1.      CORONERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 –Bill No. 11 of 2015
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Coroners Act.

 2.      LAW REFORM COMMISSION BILL 2015 –Bill No. 12 of 2015
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:
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14.

A BILL intituled AN ACT to 
provide for the establishment of a Law Reform Commission for reforming the law and for matters connected therewith.

3.
ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING AND COUNTERING THE FINANCING OF TERRORISM (AMENDMENT) (No.2) BILL 2015 –Bill No. 15 of 2015

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act.
4.
 ANTI-TERRORISM AND TERRORIST RELATED ACTIVITIES BILL 2015 –Bill No. 16 of 2015

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to criminalize terrorism, and terrorist related activities and to provide for the detection, prevention, prosecution, conviction and punishment of terrorism and terrorist related activities.

5.
CREDIT REPORTING (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 – Bill No. 13 of 2015 

The Minister of Finance, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Credit Reporting Act.
/…15

15.
6. 
MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT COUNCILS AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES (ELECTIONS) (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 – Bill No. 14 of 2015


The Minister of Communities, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Municipal and District Councils Act and the Local Authorities (Election) Act.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Readings
ITEM 1 -  
MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT COUNCILS AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
(ELECTIONS) (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 – Bill No. 14 of 2015 published on 2015-12-09



The Minister of Communities moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Municipal and District Councils Act and the Local Authorities (Election) Act.



(Read a first time 2015-12-17)
The Minister of Public Infrastructure spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the Minister of Communities replied.

The Bill was read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

/…16

16.

In Committee

Clauses 1 to 6 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Communities, the Municipal and District Councils and Local Authorities (Elections) (Amendment) Bill 2015 was read a third time and passed as printed.
ITEM 2  - 
ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING AND COUNTERING THE FINANCING 
OF TERRORISM (AMENDMENT) (No.2) BILL 2015 –Bill No. 15 of 2015

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act.




(Read a first time 2015-12-17)

The Minister of Public Security spoke to the motion.
Thereafter, the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs replied.

The Bill was read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 to 8 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

/…17
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On a motion by the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2015 was read a third time and passed as printed.
ITEM 3  - 
ANTI-TERRORISM AND TERRORIST RELATED ACTIVITIES BILL 2015 –Bill No. 16 of 2015

At the request of the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs the second reading of the following Bill was deferred:
A BILL intituled AN ACT to criminalize terrorism, and terrorist related activities and to provide for the detection, prevention, prosecution, conviction and punishment of terrorism and terrorist related activities.





(Read a first time 2015-12-17)
ITEM 4  - 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 –Bill No. 10 of 2015 published on 2015-10-1

The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Financial Institutions Act.





(Read a first time on 2015-10-22)
The following Members spoke to the motion:


Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali


The Minister within the Ministry of Finance


Mr. Joseph Hamilton


Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.
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The Bill was read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clause 1 was passed as printed.

Clause 2

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., seconded by Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P., moved the following amendments, which were put and negatived on the following division:


“Clause 2:

(a) by deletion of the word “or” at the end of paragraph (iiiA); and

(b) by the insertion immediately after paragraph (iiiA) of the following paragraph as (iiiB) and (iiiC), respectively –

(iiiB) 
Before any such lawful request or demand is made under (iii) or (iiiA) above, the customer must first be served with the intended said lawful request or demand either personally, or by registered post at his last known address, at least twenty-one (21) days prior, together with a Notice which shall state with sufficient particulars, the nature of the lawful requirement, or the lawful request or demand and the purpose for which the information thereof requested is intended to be used;
(iiiC) 
Any director, officer, employee, representative or agent of the Government or the Revenue Authority, or other person conducting business for such institution, who discloses any information concerning the accounts, loans, deposits or personal or business affairs of any customers acquired in the course of such person’s affiliation or relationship with the Government or the Revenue Authority, or use any such information for a purpose other than for which the information was accessed shall be liable upon summary conviction to a fine of one hundred thousand dollars and imprisonment for not more than one year; or”.
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EXPLANATION MEMORANDUM

These amendments seek to inform persons that their confidential financial information shall be accessed by the Government and the Revenue Authority and to further inform them of the purpose for which their information will be accessed.

They also seek to insert certain safeguards in the Bill in order to protect against unauthorized use, unauthorized disclosure or misuse of persons’ confidential financial information.”
AGAINST








FOR
Mr. Gill








Mr. Rutherford

Mr. Ramson








Mr. Rajkumar

Mr. Anamayah







Mr. C. Persaud

Mr. Dharamlall







Ms. Patterson

Mr. Charlie








Mr. Figueira

Mr. Damon








Mr. Carrington

Dr. Mahadeo








Mr. Allen

Mr. Chand








Mr. Adams

Mr. Neendkumar







Ms. Bancroft

Mrs. Pearson-Fredericks






Ms. Wade

Mr. G. Persaud







Ms. Henry

Mr. Mustapha








Ms. Broomes

Ms. Selman








Dr. Cummings

Dr. Westford








Mr. Sharma

Dr. Ramsarran








Mrs. Garrido-Lowe

Mr. Croal








Ms. Ferguson

Mr. Hamilton







         Mrs. Hastings-Williams

Dr. V. Persaud








Mr. Holder

Mr. Seeraj








Mr. Gaskins

Bishop Edghill







Mrs. Hughes
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Mr. Lumumba








Mr. Patterson

Mrs. Campbell-Sukhai






Mrs. Lawrence

Dr. Anthony








Mr. Trotman

Ms. Manickchand







Mr. Jordan

Mr. Nandlall








Dr. Norton

Mr. Ali








Mr. Bulkan

Ms. Teixeira








Dr. Roopnarine

Mr. Rohee







         Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon

Mr. Jagdeo








Ms. Ally 











Mr. Williams


Mr. Ramjattan

Mr. Greenidge

Mr. Nagamootoo

_______________
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Clause 2 was then passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Financial Institutions (Amendment) Bill 2015 was read a third time and passed as printed.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 9.30 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 10.08 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.
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21.

At 10.10 p.m., the First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved a motion to suspend Standing Order No. 10(1) to continue with its business uninterrupted.
MOTIONS
ITEM 5 - 
UNEQUIVOCAL SUPPORT FOR THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA IN DEFENSE OF GUYANA’S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY

At the request of the First Vice-President and Prime Minister the following motion was deferred:


BE IT RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly expresses its sincere thanks to His Excellency President David A. Granger, M.S.S., for Addressing the National Assembly on the controversy which has arisen as a result of the Venezuelan 1899 Arbitral Award being null and void, and for informing the Assembly of the state of relations between Guyana and Suriname; and
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly expresses its unequivocal support for the action taken by the Government of Guyana in defense of Guyana’s Territorial Integrity.

(Notice Paper No. 22 (M17 Govt.15) published on 2015-11-16)
(i) PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS

ITEM 6  - 
ANNULMENT OF ORDER NO. 16 OF 2015 WITH RESPECT TO SALARY INCREASES FOR MINISTERS, MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND SPECIAL OFFICES
Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., moved the following Motion:

/…22
22.

WHEREAS The Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Order No. 15 of 2015, published on September 18, 2015 in the Official Gazette (Extraordinary) #2027, made under The Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Act, Cap. 27:11, amended the Schedule of the Act to increase “with effect from July 1, 2015 by five per cent (5%) the respective rates of the salaries as at August 31, 2015 specified therein”;

AND WHEREAS The Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Order No.16 of 2015, published on September 25, 2015 in the Official Gazette (Extraordinary) # 2097, made under the Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Act, Cap 1:07, increased salaries at rates beyond and in addition to the five per cent (5%) referred to in Order No. 15 of 2015 and brought these new rates into effect on July 1, 2015;

AND WHEREAS these Orders were laid at the 17th Sitting of the 11th Parliament on October 22, 2015;

 AND WHEREAS Section 8 (2) of the Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Act, Cap 1:07, provides for an annulment of such an order to amend the Schedule in the National Assembly;
AND WHEREAS Standing Orders 70 (1) and (2), in accordance with Section 22 of the Interpretation and General Clauses Act, Cap 2:01, also provides for a notice of motion to be moved on any subsidiary legislation subject to a negative resolution.

BE IT RESOLVED;

That the National Assembly debates this motion as provided for in Standing Order 70 (2).

/…23
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BE IT ALSO RESOLVED;

That the National Assembly annul The Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Order No.16 of 2015 published on September 25, 2015 in the Official Gazette (Extraordinary) # 2097, made under the Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Act, Cap 1:07, as from the  date hereof.

Notice Paper No. 20 (M15 Opp.1) published on 2015-10-23)
The following Members spoke to the motion:


The Minister of Finance


Mr. Komal Chand


The Minister of Governance


Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo

Thereafter, Bishop Juan Edghill replied.

The motion was then put and negatived on the following division:

AGAINST








FOR
Mr. Gill








Mr. Rutherford

Mr. Ramson








Mr. Rajkumar

Mr. Anamayah







Mr. C. Persaud

Mr. Dharamlall







Ms. Patterson

Mr. Charlie








Mr. Figueira

Mr. Damon








Mr. Carrington

Dr. Mahadeo








Mr. Allen

Mr. Chand








Mr. Adams

Mr. Neendkumar







Ms. Bancroft

Mrs. Pearson-Fredericks






Ms. Wade
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Mr. G. Persaud







Ms. Henry

Mr. Mustapha








Ms. Broomes

Dr. Westford








Dr. Cummings

Dr. Ramsarran








Mr. Sharma

Mr. Croal








Mrs. Garrido-Lowe

Mr. Hamilton








Ms. Ferguson

Dr. V. Persaud







         Mrs. Hastings-Williams

Mr. Seeraj








Mr. Holder

Bishop Edghill







Mr. Gaskins

Mr. Lumumba








Mrs. Hughes

Mrs. Campbell-Sukhai






Mr. Patterson

Dr. Anthony








Mrs. Lawrence

Ms. Manickchand







Mr. Trotman

Mr. Nandlall








Mr. Jordan

Mr. Ali








Dr. Norton

Ms. Teixeira








Mr. Bulkan

Mr. Rohee








Dr. Roopnarine

Mr. Jagdeo







         Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon











Ms. Ally 











Mr. Williams


Mr. Ramjattan

Mr. Greenidge

Mr. Nagamootoo

_______________
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ITEM 7 -    
FILING OF INCOME TAX RETURNS BY ALL MEMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENT
At the request of Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., the following Motion was deferred:

WHEREAS  all Members of Parliament are required to file annual income tax returns to the Guyana Revenue Authority in compliance with the Income Tax Act, Cap 81:01.

BE IT RESOLVED:
That all Members of this National Assembly, in the interest of transparency and accountability in public office, make available to the public their tax returns to the Guyana Revenue Authority for the last 10 years on or before December 31, 2015; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That this National Assembly urges the government to expeditiously table legislation to give effect to this motion.

Notice Paper No. 21(M16 Opp.2) published on 2015-10-23

(ii) COMMITTEES BUSINESS

MOTION

ITEM 8 -  -  
OUTSTANDING WORK OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT

At the request of Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P., the following Motion was deferred:

WHEREAS, in accordance with Standing Order 104(1), every Committee shall before the end of the Session in which it was appointed, make a report to the Assembly upon matters referred to it;
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26.
AND WHEREAS, the Public Accounts Committee, a Standing Committee of the National Assembly of the First Session of the Tenth Parliament, was unable, owing to the prorogation and subsequent dissolution of  Parliament on the 10th November , 2014 and 28th February , 2015, respectively, to conclude the work that was referred to it in that Session.

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Public Accounts Committee of the National Assembly for the first Session of the Eleventh Parliament take into account all outstanding work of the previous Committee.

(Notice Paper No. 24 (M19 Committee.1) published on 2015- 11-25)

ADJOURNMENT
At 12.44 a.m., the First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved that the Assembly be adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 30th December, 2015, and extended Youman Nabi and Christmas Greetings to the Speaker, the Clerk of the National Assembly, staff, press and all Members of the Parliament.

Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., and the Speaker of the National Assembly joined the First Vice-President and Prime Minister in extending Youman Nabi and Christmas Greetings to Clerk of the National Assembly, staff, press and all Members of Parliament.






……...………………………………………………….
HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

28th December, 2015.

