
,_.INUTES Of PROCfEDINGS 

OF THE 9TH 5ITTP'G QF_Jl-iE_)IATIO�'AI 1i c5n1p1 Y OF_ THE FIRST 
SESSID� (1992-1993) OF THE SIXTH PAPLI��ENT OF GUYANA HELD 

AT 2.00 P.�. 

ON ,_.ONDAY, 22ND MAPCH, 1993 

IN THE PAPLIAMFNT CHAMEER, PUPLIC BUILDING c , GEORGETOWN 

MEMBfRS OF TH��JIONAL �55fJl'�LY (72.l 

�pe1k er ( 1) 

Tho Hon. Derek C. Jagan, S.C., J.P., �.P,, SJ:>eaker of the 
N�tionel Assemhly 

M•mber3 of the GovernmPnt - People's Proore�sjve Party/Civic (42) 

Tlie Hon. Samuel A. Hinds, ,.., P., Prime �'inister (Absent - Excused) 

The Hon. Peenu Deman Persaud, J.P., M. P., Senior tJ:inister of 
Agr:iculture (Leader of the Housel 

The Hon. S. Feroze �ohamed, �.P., Senior Minister of Home Affeir� 
(Government Chjef '>Jhip) 

The Hr,n. Harripersaud Nokta, �·. r. , Sen:ior r-r.inister in the t-'inis+ry 
nf Put,lj c 1.Jorh;, Coml"unicatj ans and P eqional Development 

* 

n,,. H•:n. A�HJ�r Ally, l'-'1, P., Senjor t-'inister rif Finance 
• 

Th" Hrm. Pr.?v. ·Dr. Ramnauth Bisna1Jth, r-'.P,, Senior l'-'linister of 
Erluc�t:ion and Cultural DevelnrMent 

* 

The H�n. Bernard C, Desantos, S.C., r.P., Attorney General and 
Minister of LeQal Affairs 

*The Hnn. Dr. Henry F. Jeffrey, M.P., Senior Minister of Lftbeur
Human Services and Social Security

Th,. Hnn. r-'oses V. Naoall'ootoo, M. P., Senior l'-'linister P'lf' Inf11rmati1tn i1

the Office of the President

Th 1: Hnn. Clement J. Rohee, M. r. , Senj or r j nis ter of Forei9n Aff1ire

The Hnn. Gail Teixeira, M. P. , Senior �inis ter of Heelth

Th" Hon. [IA. Shree Chen, ,.. • p. , Senior f,'ljnie:tP.r t,f Trade, Tourism
and Inrlui:;try

l'l'e Jt,net Jeoan, M, P.

The Hnn. Cljnton C. Collymore, M.P., Minister in the Ministry
af Agriculture 

The Hon. lndranie Chandarpal, M.P., f,'linister in the Ministry ef

Leb�ur, Humen �erviee� end Social Security 

Th� Hon. F. Vibert DeSouza, M.P., l'-'linister jn the Ministry nf Public 
Works, Communjcations and Regional Develepment

The H�n. Ge�rre E. Fung-On, M.P., Minister in the Office �f the 
President 

* 

Nan-elected �ember 
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Mr. Cyril C. flelf?rave, M. P. 
Mr. Brindley H. Benn, M.P. 
Mr. Fazil iv. Ali, M. P. 
Mr. Husman Alli, M. P. 
Mr. Sheik K. Z. Baksh, flll. P. 
Mr. Kamal Chand, �. P. 
Ms Shirley V, Edwards, M.P. 
Mr. Randolph Evans, M, P. 
Dr. Hughley H. Han om an, M. P. 
Ms Una A. James, flll.P. 
Mr. Alston fi, l<'issoon, M.P. 
Dr. l"'oti Lall, 11-1. P. 
Mr. Khemraj Ram_iattan, r,,',P. 
1'-1r, Donald Pamotar, fv". P. 
Mr. Lawrence E, Rodney, 11-1, P, 
f-As Pauline Sukhai, 1". P. 
Mr. Winslow fJ'. Zerhyr, flll. P. 

2. 

flllr. l<'hadim Bacchus, M.P. (National Con�ress of Local Demncratic Or�ans) 
Mr. SafT'arl A. Raksh, M. P. (Region r,10. 2 - Pomeroon/Supenaam) (Ab!lent - on leave) 
Mr. Hardnarine Baldeo, I". P. (Rer:ion l\lo. 5 - l"lahaica/Berbice) 
Mr. Joserh IV'. Desouza, M.P. (Rerdon I.Jo. l - Rarima/1,/aini) 
Mr. Eugene La Cruz, �'.P. (Re9ion No. 9 - Gprer Takutu/Upper E:ssequibn) 
Mr. Ranot PauJ, flll. P. (Pegion No. fl - Potaro/Siparuni) 
Mr. !<'um Varan P amdass, r\ P. (Regjon �In. 6 - East :Rerbice/Corentyne) 
i"'r. Ramratan, Jl,'.P. a/k Ralkarran (F'eC'ion �lo, 3 - Essequibo Islands/ 

West Demerara) 

( i) Pearle's Nat:i.oral Conoress J.lfJ

Mr. H". Desmond Hoyte, S.C., tft, P., �·inority leader 
Mr. Sase Narain, O.P., c::.c. , J.P., r. P., 
Jlilr. Rohert H.O. Corbin, r'. P . 
Mr. \rJin!:ton S, r'urray, C.C. H., [·1. P. 
Dr. Patrick L. r,,'cl<'enzie, A. f' .• , M. P,, Chief 1\/hip 
Ms Clarissa Riehl, rJ' P. (Absent - on leaye) 
Dr. Kenneth F.�. !<'inn, Jl,'.P, 
Dr. Deryck t,,', A. Bernard, 11-\ P. 
Dr. Faitt., ft, Hardinq, ��. P. 
Ms Amna' Ally, M.P. 
Ms Jean Jlil. G. Persico, A. A., M. P. 
Mr. Arthur /1. Alexander, M.P., Deputy �peakPr of the Natienal Aese�bly 
r,.1r, Simon H. l\la-See-Ouan, M.P, (Absent - on leave) 
t-Ar, Dunstan Barrow, M.P. 
Mr. David Subnauth, i"',P, 
Mr, Reynold N. Dnvid, M.P. (Peaion �lo, 7 - Cuyuni/Mezaruni) 
Mil' Jennifer A. Ferreira, M. P. 
Mr. /lf'tabuddin /lh amarl, M, P, 
i"'r. l<'enrick Tyndall, JI,', P, 
t,,'r. Phillip Bynoe, l"I.P. (Region No, 10 - Upper Demerere/�erbice) 
Mr. /\ndv Gouveia, iv. P. 
Mr. Hu¥umchand, �.P. a/k Parag 
Ms Joan C. P ichards, M.P. 
!Vs Gwenneth A. Brouet, M,P. 
Mr. John A. Fredericks, M,P. 
t,1r, Ivan Peters, r,,',P. (P egion No. 4 - Demerare/Mahaica) 
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(ii) Workjng PeorlP's fJliance ('1_

Dr. Clive Y. Thomas, "'1. P. 
"'1r, f"'atheson \.Jillj ams, �·. P, ( National Ccngress nf Local Democratic Organs) 

( ijj) The LJnjted Force (1)

Mr. "'1anzoor �lad:ir, r,'l,P, 

Mr. Frank I' .. Narajn, A. A., Clerk of the f\!abonal /lssembly 
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Deouty Clerk of the National Assembly 

PP r YFPS 

The C lerl-- read Pra�1ers. 

P..NNOUffn'ENTS :RY THf cpfrl(rR 

( i) ..Leave The �peel<er announced that leave had bePn �ranted to the
followinn Me�rers: 

r,'lr. Samad �.Paksh for tre neriod 22nd to 26th March, 
Ms Clarjssa riehl for the �eriod 22nd t� 29th March, 
r-'r. c:imon H, fllCJ-5ee-riuan f'or that day's sjttinq. 

(i:i) Abuse of Pdvj_lene of Sree:ch_hv �-'embers, and Publication by Medja 111f 
C ertaj n P Pmarks mare bv tv1emhers 

The Srea�Pr mare the foJlow:ino statement:-

" Honourable �embers, during the debate on the Budget there were 
" 

occasions when a frw Hon. Members' speeches conta:ined clear incitement t, 

racial hostjlity and clso clPar imputations of :imrroper conduct·on the part 

of the H�n. Sen:ior Minister of Fina�ce and otrer H�n. Ministers. 

I dr. not thinl, I have any power under the Standing Orders ta 

prevent inflammatory remarks which are desiCJned t� incite hostility nr ill 

will a�ainst any section of the Public and whieh are contrary to the 

provisions of the Racial Hostility Act, ChaptPr 23:01. I have, however, 

rower to request an Hon. Member to withdraw imrroper imputat:ions, te re­

quest an apology end to have �ffensive rerrerks exrunCJed from the recard ef 

the rroceed:ings. 

I did not however exercise the rnwer I have during the �udqet 

debate because my :intervention would have h:iohJ:iohted the Hon. Members' 

remarks which J kna� wouJd have been ruhlished jn the media. 

Hon. l"embers, the Bill of F'iohts 16AA rrnvides that "the freedom 

of speech and debates or nroreedin�s in rarliament �uaht not ta be impeached 

or Quest:ioned :in any court or rlace out of ParJ:ia�ent." As a result 
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4. 

statements in Parljament ere absolutely privileged. 

This August House al�o Pnjoys a similar_ privilege , that is, 

"what js sajd and done withjn jts wells cannot be jnquirei into in a 

Court of Law • " 

Because of thjs immunity Hon. r'emccrs cannot be :3ued or prosecuted 

for anything said in ParljafT'ent. /' �1ember can, therpfore, because of this 

privilege hreach a law surh as Fecial Hostility Pct or falsely and maljcjously 

impute improper conduct against ether Hon. Members pnd/nr members of the 

public. Such conduct can incite hatred, contempt or ridicule aoainst other 

�embers pnd/or rersons and therery causino rirht thinking me�bers of eJciety 

to shun or avoid other Member� and/or persons. 

There are provisions howevP.r under the Standina Order preventina 

the conduct of certain persons to bP. raised by an Hon. fv'em�er other than 

by a substantive motion. But even if such a breach occurs and it is 

brouqht to the f'liember' s attentjon and he apologises and his statement is 

expunoed from the record of the rroceedinos the offendina statement mioht 

well be published in the medie. 

A fv'ember of this Hon. House can maliciously and falsely attack 

a memher of the public and the �peaker TT'a� have no power to censure that 

fv'emher. Such an at+ack may also be DubJished. 

The ruhlication of such statements althouoh malicious and 

slanderous is rrivilegod if jt is a fajr and accurate report of the 

proceedin9s and it is published contPTT'roraneously. 

Hon. MemberF, as you are awaTe, we now have contemooraneous 

radio and television covPrane of orocepdinrs in this House. Because of 

this I will be failjng in my duty as �rea�er if I do n�t remind Hon, fv'embers 

that +.he privjlege of the rinht of free speecr; if abased, can ceuse conflict 

among citizens and se�ere rain, hardship and ruin. 

If despite this reminder any Hon. �ember should abuse this 

privilpoe steps must be ta�en·te protect citizens whose ri�hts may be 

infrinned and who will be denied leoal redr'ess, also to prevent any 

incitPment to racial hostility. 

I think it must be the duty of the media to exercise resronsible 

editorial judoement nn their rercrts, Statements which TT'ay tend to incite 

ill will among citizens and/or are libelous ourht to be edited before 

puhlicatinn or rlenied publication altooether. 

/ . . .  � 



s. 

On the 7th day of January, 1° 0 3, the Hon. Moses Naaamootoo, the 

Senjor �in:ister of Information said :in +�:is �ouse that the GovFrnment has 

taken steps for extensivf' covcrarr b, +he �ed:ia of rarliamentary proceedings, 

The med:ia must hot>JFVf'r be r:n r:ueJd to f'nsur:inci that ihe freedom .-f the press 

is not abusFd. I wish to remind Hor. �erh�r� nd +he med:ia of the power of 

the S�PakPr under �tandirci Dr·cr r1 w�ic� pf'r�it� re�:�sentatives of the 

media to attend thP sjttinr of ihi., House et the Sreal<-er's pleasure. 11 

PUBLIC BU5Hlf:S 

MOTION 

MOTI_ON FOP THf /'PF'FO\/fl nF THE [:TH�H c- QF FYPFNDJTIJRE FOR 19°3 

Assembly resolved itself intn Committee of Supply to consider 
the EstimatPs of Fxrend:iture for the f:inancinl year 1993. 

JN COM�JTTEF OF :UPPLY 

At the rFquest of the Senior r3nister of Agriculture (Leader of 
the House), consider?tion of the follow:ina Herds and Divisions was deferred:-

Head l - Off:ice of the Pres:i dent 

Head 2 - Guyana Defence Force 

Head 3 - Guyann �lat:i onal 5Erv:ice

Head 5 - nffice of the Prime �':i nister

HeP.d 8 - Offfre of the (lmbudsm�n

Head 9 - Puhlic and Pol:icE Service 
Comm:ssions 

Head lO - Teaching �ervice Commiss:ion 

Head!"'? Public Service AnpeJJate 
Tribunal 

Div �l - Office of the Pres:i dent 

Div505 C•nstitutional Agencies 

The Committee of Supply considered and approved of the following 
Heads and Divisions, as printed in the fst:imates:-

Head 62 - ""inistry of F'ubl:ic Works, 
Communications and �eqional 
DeveJorment 

Head 65 - Civi J �viation Department 

Head 67 - Peaion 1- Barima/Waini 
fi.dministrat:ion 

Head �A - Pegion 1- Bar:ima/�a:ini 
A�riculture 

Head 69 - Pea:ion 1- Barima/Wain:i 
Educ ah on 

Head 70 - Peaion 1- Barima/Waini 
Health 

�Jlll,023.000 

109,206.000 

JR, 3ll9. QQfl 

4,745.000 

28,478.000 

10,528.000 
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6. 

Head 71 - Region 2- Pomeroon/5urenaam 
Adm:i nfr +ration 

Head 72 - region 2- Pomeroon/Su�enaam 
Aoricu 1 ture 

Head 73 - regjon 2- Pomproon/�upenaam 
Educ<1tinn 

Head 7t - regi�n 2- PomProon/Surenaarn 
Health 

Head 75 - Region 3- EssEq�ibo Islands/ 
West Dcn�rara - fdministration 

Head 76 - region 3- Essequjho Islands/ 
',/est DEJmerara - Agricul turEJ 

Head 77 - Region 3- Essequibo Islnnds/ 
West DemerarB - Education 

Head 7A - Pegion 3- EsseGuibo Islands/ 
West Demcrara - H8al+h 

Head 79 - Region /;- Demerara/�ahaica 
Administration 

Head RO - Region 4- Dem,rceira/\\'lahaica 
Agriculture 

Head Rl - reaion C.- Derrerara/r-'1;:,h8:iC8 
Educfltion 

Head R2 - region Demer2r�/�ah2ica 
Hr al th 

Head 83 - �eGi�n 5- \\'lah2ic�/Perhicc 
/\dminiF-tra+ion 

Head Rt' - region " f'.'ariaica/Berbice 
f,oriculture 

Head 85 - F'eoion 5- t'aha:ica/Berbice 
Education 

Head 86 - ilf'Gion r �'ahaica/Eerbice 
Health 

Head A7 - rerion 6- East Berbice/Corentyn-e 
Administration 

Head A.A - region 6- East Perbice/Corentyne 
/\oricu l tur e 

Head 89 - Region 6- East Berbice/Corentyne 
Education 

Head 90 - ReC'ion 6- East Berb::ice/Corentyne 
Health 

Head 91 - Region 7- Cuyuni/�azaruni 
11.dmjnistretion 

Head 92 - Renion 7- Cuyunj/\\'lazaruni 
flgri culture 

Head 93 - Reoion 7- Cuyuni/�azaruni 
EducaU on 

Head 9� - F-eaion 7- Cuyuni/�azaruni 
Health 

$ 57,050�000 

56,989.000 

85,0lR.DOO 

33,047.000 

22,581.000 

38,868.000 

1.18, 718. 000 

53,628.000 

37,301.000 

34,216r0Do 

125,930.000 

54,986.000 

�l,359.000 

50,424.000 

59,75'1.000 

3I,25fl.C100 

65,390.000 

75,936.000 

132,959.000 

147,211.000 

.12,393.000 

1,968.000 

23,276.00[1 

l�,633.000 
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7. 

Head 95 - Region 8- Potaro/�iparuni 
r drni nis tr ation 

Head 96 - Region A- Potaro/5iparuni 
l'orjcul ture 

HPad 97 - Region A- Potaro/Siparuni 
Education 

Head -�B - 11eoion P- Fotara/Siparuni

Heal-th 

Head 99 - Reojon 9- Upper Takatu/ 
Upper Essequibo -
r,dminjs trah on 

Head 100 - Region 9- Urrer Takatu/ 
Upper Essequibo -
f,griculture 

Head 101 - Region 9- U�rer Takatu/ 
Upper Esspquiho -
Education 

Head 102 - Region 9- UrpPr Takatu/ 
Upper EsEequibo -
Healtr 

Head 103 - region 10- Urper Demerara/ 
Berbice - Administration 

Head 104 - Repion 10- UprEr Demerara/ 
Derbice - fgriculture 

Head 105 - Region 10- Urper Demerara/ 
BerQice - Educatjon 

Head 106 - reoinn 1(1- IJpper· Demerara/ 
Berbice - Heal th 

Div ':.17 - Guyan a I,./ a+ er fluthori ty

Div 520 - rt.jnis+ry of Public \rlorks,
Communication and Reqional
Development

Div 531 - fl egion 1- Parirna/�laini

Div 532 - Region 2- Pomeroon/Supenaam

Div 533 - r. egi on 3- Essequibo Islands/
Demer era

Div 534 - R e(lion 4- Demer ar a/Mah aic a

Div 535 - Region 5- �n ah aic a/B erb ice

Div 536 - Region 6- East Rerbice/Corentyne

Div 537 - region 7- Cuyu ni/rv' azaru ni

Div 538 - Region 8- Fotaro/Si raruni

Div 539 Region 9- Upper Takatu/
Upper Ess equ j bo

Div 540 - Recion 10- Urper DemeraraA3erbice

Read 6 - Parliament (l ffic e

$ 22,767.000 

l ,53Ll. 000 

l�,918.000 

2,432.0[1(1 

1B,A92.000 

1,616.000 

2A, oa3. ooo 

11,596.000 

9,206.ono 

I,689.000 

64,599.000 

10,027.000 

362,540.0(10 

1,4611�666.000 

7,500.0(10 

19,500.000 

211,700.000 

20,100.orr 

12,050.0(10 

1B, 700�0(1Q 

12,300.00(1 

4,400.(100 

11,612.000 

Ci,J00.000 

1A, 234. no 
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Assemhly resumed. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

rt �.�5 p.m. the sjttino was suspended for refreshments. 

PfSU�PTION OF SI TTING 

At 5.16 p.m. the sj ttinr •.-1as rE'sumed. 

RESU�PTIOf\l OF cm 1srnrnt,T 1 0' 1 OF f5TP'fTF .S OF EXPniunURE 
FDR 1993 

Assembly rPsolved jtself jnto Committee of 5uprly and 
resumed consideration of the EEtimates of Exrenditure for the year 
1993. 

I� Committee of Supply 

The Committee of Supply con�idered anrl arproved of the 
following Heads and Divisions, as rrinted in the fstimates:-

Head 29 r-� j n3 s try of f.cricul ture � 18,123,000 

Head 30 Crors and Livestock Division - 349,079,000

Head 31 lands amd Surveys Divisjon 16,267 ,DOD

Head 32 Hydraulics Division B,'161,000 

Head 33 Hydrometeorolo9ical Division - 11,11�,ooo

Head 34 Fi�heries Division 2,l':33,000 

Div.SDfl tvlinistry of Aoriculture - 1,421,9so,ono

Div.510 �4i nistry of Agriculture 
wt-A /I I II 39,000,000 

Div. 512 - �inistry of Agriculture 
fortisanal Fishery 101,217,000 

Head 13 Elections Commission 10,s20,ooo 

Head 22 �in is try of Home "ff airs 16,006 ,ODO 

Head 23 11-'injstry of Home Affairs 
Police 738,176,000 

I . . . •
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Head 24 - Prisons gt 77,1A2,DDO 

Head 25 - Police Comrlaints l'uthori ty 871,000 

Head 26 - Fire Frotlction Services 32,649,000 

Head 27 Nab anal r eriiE;trc�b on C eritre 123,93S,DOO 

Head 28 - General Pec:ii:ter Office 5,667,000 

Div. 507 - \V'j nfa try of Home Affairs 88,650,0nO 

Assembly resumed. 

ADJ OUR 1\11"' fNT 

At 6.30 p.m. on a motion by the Senjor l"'inister of Aqrjculture 
(Leader of the House), the Assembly wr1s adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 23rd l"'arch, 1993. 

PAR LI Ar,.,[ MT D F Fl C E , 
Public Buildings, 
Georg et own. 

22nd March, 1993 

�-� 
�� 

Speaker of the National fssembly 
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