NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES NDF FROCEEDINGS

OF THE 9TH SITTIM: OF THE MATIOMAL ACSSEMPlLY OF THE FIRST
SESSION (1992-1993) DF THE SIXTH FAFL IAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.0C P.M,

ONM MONDAY, 22ND MAFCH, 1993

IN THE PAFLTAMFNT CHAMEER, PUELIC BUTLDINGS, GEORGCETOWN

MEMBFRS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMRLY (72)

Spegker !12

The Hon. Derek C. Jagan, S.C., J.P., M.P,, Speaker of the
National Assemhlv

Mepmhers of the Government - People's Procressive Party/Civic (42)

The Hon. Samuel A. Hinds, M.P., Frime Minister (Absent - Excused)

The Hon. Peepu Daman Persaud, J.P., M.P,, Senior Minister of
Agriculture (leader of the House)

The Hon. S. Feroze Mohamed, M.F., Senior Minister of Home Affmirs
(Government Chief Whip)

The Hman, Harripersaud Mokta, M.l., Senior Minister in the Ministry
nf Public Worke, Communicatinns and Feqional Development

»
The Hen, Asgar Ally, M,P., Senior Minister mf Finance

»
The Hen. Fev, Dr. Ramnauth Bisnaith, M.F., Senior Minister of
Education and Cultural Developrment

*
The Han. Rernard C. DeSantos, S.C., M.P., Attorney Gemeral and
Minieter of lLecal Affairs

*The Hen. Dr. Henry P. Jeffrey, M.P., Senior Minister of Labeur
Human Services and Sncial Security

The Han, Moses V. Naoamootoo, M.P., Senior Minister »f Infarmatien im
the Office of the President

The Han, Clement J. Rohee, M.P., Senior Minister of Foreion Affgirs
The HAn, Gail Teixeira, M.P., Senior Minister of Health

The Hon., M. Shree Chan, M.P,, Senior Minister mf Trade, Tourism
and Industry

Ma  Janet Jamacan, M, P,

The Han. Clinton C, Collymore, M.P., Minister in the Ministry
of Agriculture

The Hon. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P., Minister in the Mimistry ef
LabAur, Human Services and Secial Security

The Hon, F, Vibert DeSouza, M.P,, Minieter in the Ministry af Public
Works, Communications and Pegional Develspment

The Han., Gemrce E. Fung-On, M.,P,, Minister in the Office af the
President

»*
Nen-elected Member
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Cyril C, Relorave, M.P.

Brindley H. Benn, M.P,

Fazil M, Ali, M,P,

Husman Alli, M, P,

Shaik K.Z. Baksh, M,F,

Komal Chand, M. P,

Shirley V. Edwards, M,P.

Randolph Evans, M.P,

Hughley H. Hanoman, M.P.

Una A, James, M.P,

Alston #. Kissocon, M,P,

Moti Lall, M.P.

Khemraj Famiattan, M.P.

Donald Famotar, M.P.

Lawrence E. Rodnev, M.F.

Pauline Sukhai, M.P.

Winslow M, Zephyr, M.P,

Khadim Bacchus, M.P. (National Congress of Local Demmcratic Oragans)
Samard A, Raksh, M.P. (Region No. 2 - Pomeroon/Supenaam) (Absent - on leave)
Harrinarine Baldeo, M.P. (Recion No. § - Mghaica/Berbice)

Joserh M, DeSouza, M.P. (Reaion No. 1 - Rarima/%Waini)

Eugene La Cruz, M.P. (Renion No. © - Cprer Takutu/Upper Essequibnm)
Racot Faul, M.F. (Fegion No. B - Fotaro/Siparuni)

Kum ¥aran Pamdass, M.P. (Region Mn. 6 - East Rerbice/Corentvne)
FRamratan, M.P. @&/k Balkarran (Fecion No. 3 - Essequibo Islands/
West Demerara)

Members of the Minority (29)

People's Matioral Conoress (2€)

H. Desmond Hoyte, S.C., M.P,, VMinority leader

Sase Magrain, C.P., <.C., J.P., M P,,

Robert H.O0. Corkin, M.F.

Wineton S. Murray, C.C.H., ', P,

Patrick L. McKenzie, A.A., M,P,, Chief Whip

Clarissa Riehl, ™ P. (Absent - on leave)

Kenneth F.S, Kina, VM.P.

Deryck M, A. Bernard, M.P.

Faith A. Harding, M.P.

Amna Ally, M.P,

Jean M,G. Persico, A.A., M,P.

Arthur A. Alexander, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the Natienal Assembly
Simon H. Ng-See-Cuan, M.P. (Absent - on leave)

Dunstan Barrow, M,P,

David Subnauth, M,P,

Peynold N. David, M.P, (Region Mo. 7 - Cuyuni/Mazaruni)
Jennifer A, Ferreira, M.P.

Fftabuddin Mhamad, M.P,

Kenrick Tyndall, M.P,

Phillip RBynoe, M.P. (Region No. 10 - Upper Demerara/PRerbice)
Andv Gouveia, M.P,

Hukumchand, M.P. a/k Farag

Joan C. Pichards, M.P,

Gwenneth A, Brouet, M.P,

John A, Fredericks, M,P,

Ivan Feters, M.P. (Pegion No. 4 - Demerars/Mshaica)
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(ii) Working Feople's flliance (2)

Dr, Clive Y. Thomas, M.F.
M,

Mr. Matheson Willjiame, P. (National Crngress nf Local Democratic Organs)

(131) The United Force (1)

Mr. Manzoor Madir, M.P,

FFICERE

Mr, Frank A. Narain, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

PRAYEFS

The Clert read Pravers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS RY THE cSPF/KfTR

(i) Leave The Speaker announced that leave had been granted to the
followino Merhers:

Mr, Samad !.Raksh for tke reriod 22nd to 26th March,

Me Clarissa Fiehl for the rericd 22nd tn 29th March,
Mr, Simon H., No-See-lluan for that dav's sittina,

(i) Abuse of Privilene of Speech by Members, and Publication by Media mf

Certain FPemarks made by Members

The Speaker marfe the followino statement:-

" Honourable Members, during the debate on the Budaet there were
occasions when a few Hon. Members' speeches contained clear incitement tA
racial hostility and elco clear imputatinns of improper conduct-on the part

of the Hon. Senior Minister of Finance and otker HAn., Ministers.

I dr not think T bave any power under the Standing Orders tm
prevent inflammatory remarks which are desioned tm incite hostility or ill
will acainst any section of the Public and whieh are contrary to the
provisions of the Facial Hostilitv Act, Chapter 23:01. I have, however,
Power to request an Hon. Member tn withdraw improper imputations, te re-
quest an apology and to have mffemsive remerks expunoed from the recerd of

the rroceedings.

I did not however exercise the prmwer I have during the Budaoet
debate because mv intervention would have hichlichted the Hon. Members'

remarks which T knew would have been puhbliebed in the media.

Hon. Members, the Bill of Fichts 16RP prmvides that "the freedom
of speech and dehates or rroreedincs in Farliament auoht not te be impeached

or guestioned in anv court or place out of Parljiarent." As a result
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statements in Parliament ere absolutely privileged.

This Aucust House also enjove a similar privilege , that is,
"what is said and done within its walls cannot be inquiredi into in a

Court of Law."

Because of this immunity Hon. Memters cannot be sued or prosecuted
for anything said in Farliamert. A Member can, therefore, because of this
privilege hreach & law surb as Facial Hostility Act or falsely and maliciously
impute improper conduct against cther Hon. Members =nd/mr members of the
public. Such conduct can incite hatred, contempt or ridicule aaainst other
Members and/or perscns and therety causinc richt thinking members of saciety

to shun or avoid other Membere and/or persons.

There are provisions hawever under the Standina Order preventina
the conduct of certain persons to be raised by an Hon. Memker other than
by a substantive motion. But even if such a breach occurs and it is
brought to the Memher's attention and he apologises and his statement is
expunced from the record of the proceedinas the offendinc statement micht

well be published in the medie.

A Member of this Hon. House can maliciouslyv and falsely attack
a memher of the public and the Speaker mav have no power to censure that

Memher. Such an at*ack mav alsn be nuklished.

The publication of such statements althouch malicious and
slanderous is rrivileged if it ie a fair and accurate report of the

proceedinas and it js published contemroraneously.

Hon. Memberse, as you are aware, we now have contemporaneous
radio and television coverace of proceedincs in this House. Recause of
this I will be failing in my duty as Sreaker if I do net remind Hon. Memhers
that the privilece of the ricoht of free speect; if abused, can ceause conflict

among citizens and severe pain, hardship and ruin.

If despite this reminder any Hon., Member should abuse this
privilece stens must be talen te protect citizens whose richts may be
infrinoed and who will be denied leral redress, alse to prevent any

incitement to racial hostility.

I think it must be the dutv of the media te exercise responsitle
edjtorial judoement on their rerorte. Statements whieh may tend to incite
i1l will among citizens and/or are libelous ourht to bte edited before

puhlicatinn or denied publication altorether,



5.

On the 7th day of January, 13, the Hon. Moses Nacamootoo, the

Senior Minister of Information said in ttis House that the Government has
taken steps for extensive =overace by the media of parliamentary proceedings,
The media must however be nn ruard to ensurinec that +he freedom ef the press
is not abused. I wish to remind Hor. Memhers nd the media of the power of
the Sreaker under Standiro Orrer £1 which permite repesentatives of the

media to attend the sittinec of thie House =t the Speaker's pleasure."

PUBLIC BUSIMESS

MOTION

MOTION FOF THE APPFOVAL NF THE COTIMATES OF FYPFNDITURE FOR 1903

Assembly resolved itself intn Committee of Supply to consider
the Estimates of Fxpenditure for the fimancial year 1993.

IN COMMITTEF OF SUPFLY

At the request of the Senior Minister of Agriculture (lLeader of
the House), condideration of the followino Heads and Divisions was deferred:-

Head 1 - Office of the President

Head 2 - Guvana Nefence force

Head 3 - Guyana Mational Service

Head 5 - Nffice of the Frime Minister
Head - Office of the Ombudsmen

B
Head 9 - Public and Folice Service
Commissions

Head 10 - Teaching Service Commission
Head 2 Public Service Appellate
Tribunal

DivH1l - Dffice of the President

Div505 Canstitutional Agencies

The Committee of Supply considered and approved of the following
Heads and Nivisions, as printed in the fstimates:-

Head 62 - Ministry of Fublic Works,
Communications and Feaional

Development $314,023.000
Head 65 - Civil fviation Department 109,206,000
Head 67 - Fegion 1- Barima/Waini
Administration 38,349,000
Head 6R - Fegion 1- Barima/Waini
Agriculture 4,745,000
Head 69 - Peaion 1- Barima/Waini
Education 28,478,000

Head 70 - Peajon 1- Barima/Waini
Health 10,528,000
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Region 2- Pgmeroon/Supenaam
Adminis+ration

Fegion 2- Fomeroon/Supenaam
Noriculture

Megion 2- Pomeroon/Supenaam
Educatinn

Feginn 2- Pomeroon/Supenaam
Health

Region 3- Essequibo Islands/

West Demerara - fdministration

Fegion Z2- Fseequibo Tslands/

“lest Demerara - Agriculture

Region 3- Esseguibo Islands/

West Demerara -~ Education

Pegion 3- Essecuibo Islands/
West Demerara - Health

Region

Reaion

Meoion

Feginn

Fecicn

Fegion

“eoion

lecion

MNecion

Megion

Fegion

Recion

Recion

Renion

Reoion

Feaion

.
b

de

183}

Demerara/Mahaica
Ndministration

Demerars/Mshaica
Agriculture

Dererara/M=haica
Education

Demerara/Mahaica
Hre alth

Maheica/Perhice

Admirnistration

Mahajca/Berhice
fariculture

Mahaica/BRerbice
Fducation

Mahaica/Perbice
Health

East Berbice/Corentyme
Administration

East Perbice/Corentyne
Moriculture

East Rerbice/Corentyne
Education

East Rerbice/Corentyne
Health

Cuyuni/Mazaruni
fdministration

Cuyuni/Mazaruni
Mariculture

Cuyuni/Mazaruni
Education

Cuyuni/Mazaruni
Health

$ 57,050,000

56,989,000
85,01R, 000
33,047.000
22,581,000
38,868 . 000
148,718.000
53,628,000
37,301,000
34,216,000
125,930,000
54,986,000
21,359,000
50,424,000
59,754,000
31,258,000
65,390,000
75,936.00C
132,959.000
147,211.000
42,393,000
1,968,000
23,276.000

14,633,000
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Region B- Fotaro/Siparuni
fdministration

Region A- Potaro/Siparuni
Foriculture

Fegion B- Potaro/Siparuni
Education

Fecion P- Fotare/Siparuni
Health

Region 9- Upper Takatu/
Upper Essequibo -
Administration

Region 9- Upper Takatu/
Upper Essequibo -
hgridulture

Reagion 9- Upper Takatu/
Upper Esseguibo -
Education

Fegion 9- Upper Takatu/
Upper Essequibo -
Health

Pegion 10- Upper Demerara/
Berbice - Administration

Region 10- Upper Demerara/
Nerbice - /griculture

Region 10- Upper Demerara/
Berbice - Education

"egainn 10- pper Demerara/
Berbice - Health

Guyana "ater Muthority

Ministry of Public “orks,
Communication and Fegional
Development

Megicon 1- Parima/VWaini
Region 2- Pnmernon/Supenaam

Pegion 3- Essequibo Islands/
Demererea

Recion 4- Demerara/Mahaica
Region 5- Mahaica/Berbice

Region €- East Rerbice/Corentyne
Fegion 7- Cuyuni/Mazaruni

Recion B- Fotaro/Siraruni

Region 9- Upper Takatu/
Upper Essequibn

Recion 10- Upper Demerara/lerbice

Parliament Office

$ 22,767.000

1,534,000

13,918.000

2,432,000

18,892,000

1,616.000

28,043,000

11,596,000

9,206,000

1,689,000

64,599,000

10,027,000
362,540,000

1,461,666,000

7,500,000
19,500.000

211,700,000
20,100.000
12,050,000
18,700,000
12,300.000

4,400,000

11,612.000
0,300,000

18,234.00
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Assembly resumed.

SUSFENSION OF STITTING

M ALAE pom, the sittinc was suspended for refreshments.

PESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.16 p.m. the sittinc was resumed.

RESUMFTION OF COMSINERATTIQ OF FSTIM/ATFS OF EXPEMDITURE
FOR 1993

Assembly resolved jtself into Committee of Suprly and
resumed consideration of the Estimates of Expenditure for the vear
1993,

In Committee of Supply

The Committee of Supply considered and approved of the
following Heads and Divisions, as printed in the Estimates:-

Head 29 Ministry of fariculture $ 18,123,000
Head 30 Crops and Livestock Division - 349,079,000
Head 31 lands amd Surveys Division 16,267,000
Head 32 Hydraulics Division 8,461,000
Head 33 Hydrometeorological Division - 71,715,000
Head 34 Fisheries Division 2,433,000
Div.508 Ministry of Acriculture -~ 1,421,950,0Nn0
Div,510 Ministry of Agriculture

MAp TTI 39,000,000

Div., 512 - Ministry of Acriculture

Mrtisanal Fishery 101,217,000
Head 13 Elections Commission 10,520,000
Head 22 Ministry of Home Affairs 16,006,000
Head 23 Ministry of Home Affairs

Police 738,176,000
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Head 24 - Prisons % 77,182,000
Head 25 - Police Comrlaints Puthority 871,000
Head 26 — fire frotection Services 32,649,000
Head 27 National Feaistration Centre 123,935,000
Head 28 - General Recister Office 5,667,000
Div. 507 - Ministry of Home Affairs 88,650,000

Assembly resumed.
ADJOURNMENT

At 6.30 p.m. on a motion by the Senior Minister of Aariculture
(Leader of the House), the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, 23rd March, 19G63.

e

Speaker of the National fssembly

PARLIAME MT OFFICE,
Public Buildings,
Georgetown,

22nd March, 1993
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