NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 43RD SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015-2016) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 13TH OCTOBER, 2016,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (68)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (36)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs 

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs  

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State

+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, M.P., Minister of Education              
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+ Cabinet Member

*Non-Elected Member
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+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health

+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance 

+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources

+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection

+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Public Telecommunications  

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship 

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business (Absent)
+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (9)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection 

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities 

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Natural Resources
Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education

Hon. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities      
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+ Cabinet Member

*Non-Elected Member

3.
Other Members (9)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (31)

(i) People’s Progressive Party (31)

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Leader of the Opposition 

Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., (Absent on- Leave)
Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip, (Absent on- Leave) 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent)



Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)
Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P. 

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P. 

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P. 

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P. 
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Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P., 

Ms. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. 

Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P.

Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) 

Ms. Gillian R. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Dr. Bheri S. Ramsarran, M.P. 

Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) (Absent)
Ms. Africo Selman, M.P.

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) 

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P. 

Ms. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks, M.P. 

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Mr. Komal Chand, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. (Region No.3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) (Absent – on leave) 
Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)  

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo)

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P.

Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P.  

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P. 

Ms. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P.
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5.
Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2 .00 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker made the following announcements:
(i) Welcomed Members back to the Chamber

The Speaker welcomed back Members to the Assembly after the Parliamentary Recess.  

(ii) Address by  His Excellency the President, David A. Granger, M.S.S.

The Speaker informed Members that His Excellency the President, David A. Granger, M.S.S., would address the National Assembly during the course of that Sitting.
(iii) Resignation of Mr. Charles Ramson as a Member of Parliament
“Honourable Members, I was informed, by way of letter dated 30th September, 2016, by Mr. Charles S. Ramson, that he had resigned his seat as a Member of Parliament with effect from that date. With Mr. Ramson’s resignation, a seat in the National Assembly has become vacant.

The vacancy is, in accordance with section 99A of the Representation of the People Act, Chapter 1:03, to be filled by a person whose name is to be extracted from the list of candidates from which Mr. Ramson’s name was extracted.
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As Mr. Ramson’s name was extracted from the People’s Progressive Party/Civic List of Candidates, I have in accordance with section 99A of the said Act, called upon the Representative of the said list to further extract from that list the name of a person who is willing to become a Member of the National Assembly, to fill the vacancy in the Assembly.”
(iv) Leave:
Honourable Members, leave has been granted to:

Mr. Clement Rohee

Ms. Gail Teixeira, and 
Mr. Komal Chand, for today’s Sitting.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

(i) Report of the Auditor General to the National Assembly on the Public Accounts of Guyana and on the Accounts of Ministries, Departments and Regions for the fiscal year ended 31st December, 2015.











(Circulated)

2017 Budget Proposals Of Constitutional Agencies

(ii) 
Parliament Office – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $1,723,483,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(iii) 
Office of the Auditor General – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $771,215,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(iv) 
Public and Police Service Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $95,236,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)
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(v) 
Teaching Service Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $150,741,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(vi) 
Guyana Elections Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $5,822,974,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(vii) 
Supreme Court – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $2,033,313,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

 At 2.10 p.m., the Sitting was suspended to await the arrival of His Excellency the President.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 2.19 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

ARRIVAL OF THE PRESIDENT

The President entered the Chamber and took his place on the Dais.

WELCOME TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker welcomed the President and invited him to address the Assembly.

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

His Excellency the President, David A. Granger, M.S.S., addressed the Assembly, in accordance with Article 63(1) of the Constitution.
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THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker, on behalf of the Members of the Assembly and himself, thanked His Excellency for his address.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 2.59 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for the departure of the President.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 3.16 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1)  By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

(viii) 
Chambers of the Director of Public Prosecution – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $206,258,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.











(Circulated)

(ix) 
Office of the Ombudsman – Current Estimates totalling $50,311,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(x) 
Public Service Appellate Tribunal – Current Estimates totalling $13,933,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(xi) 
Ethnic Relations Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $141,204,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(xii) 
Judicial Service Commission – Current Estimates totalling $15,020,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)
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(xiii) 
Indigenous People’s Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $33,162,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(xiv) 
Human Rights Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $74,995,000 for the period 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(xv) 
Rights of the Child Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $97,009,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(xvi) 
Women and Gender Equality Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $62,916,000 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(xvii) 
Public Procurement Commission – Current and Capital Estimates totalling $0 for the period ending 31st December, 2017.










(Circulated)

(xviii) 
In accordance with section 3B(2) of the Fiscal Management and Accountability (Amendment) Act 2015 – Act No. 4 of 2015, presented the recommendations and comments of the Minister of Finance on the Annual Budget Proposals of Constitutional Agencies.










(Circulated)

(2) By the Minister within the Ministry of Education:

(i) Audited Financial Statements of the National Sports Commission for the years ended 31st December, 2011 to 2013.

(Circulated)
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(ii) Audited Financial Statements of the National Trust of Guyana for the years ended 31st December, 2013 and 2014.

(Circulated)
(3) By the Minister of Finance:

Financial Paper No. 3/2016 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totaling $9,518,122,347 for the period 2016-01-01 to 2016-12-31.










(Circulated)

(4) By the Minister of Communities:

Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Water Incorporated for the year ended 31st December, 2014.










(Circulated)

(5) By the Minister of Natural Resources:
Annual Report of the Protected Areas Trust Fund for the years 2014 and 2015.










(Circulated)
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES ON AWARDS
The Speaker congratulated the First Vice-President and Prime Minister on the conferral on him of the degree of Doctor of Letters Honoris Causa by Barath University in Chennai, India. 

Thereafter, the First Vice-President and Prime Minister congratulated the Speaker on his being invested with the National Award of the Order of Roraima. Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali joined the First Vice-President and Prime Minister in congratulating the Speaker on the conferral upon him of the Order of Roraima.
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS-

Re. Rental of Building to store Drugs
The Minister of Public Health made a statement apologising to the Assembly for a misleading statement made by him during consideration of financial papers 1&2 of 2016.
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PUBLIC BUSINESS
-





(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MOTION

ITEM 1  -      ADOPTION OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH POLICY 2015 OF THE CO-
OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA

The Minister within the Ministry of Education moved the following motion:

WHEREAS the National Youth Policy 2015 of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana was laid in the National Assembly on 30th June, 2016;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Guyana is desirous of the National Youth Policy 2015 of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana being adopted by the National Assembly.

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly adopts the National Youth Policy 2015 of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana.

(Notice Paper No. 66 (M 53  Govt 36 ) published on 2016-09-01)

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali spoke to the motion.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.15 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.18 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.












/…12







12.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Mr. Jermaine Figueira 
Mr. Nigel Dharamlall

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar

Mr. Audwin Rutherford

Mr. Collin Croal

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 7.30 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 8.07 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:


Mr. John Adams


Mr. Alister Charlie


Mr. Adrian Anamayah 


Dr. Frank Anthony


The Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Thereafter, the Minister within the Ministry of Education replied.

The motion was then put and carried.
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(ii)  COMMITTEES BUSINESS-

MOTIONS

ITEM 1  - 
OUTSTANDING WORK OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P., moved the following motion:


WHEREAS in accordance with Standing Order No. 104(1), every Committee shall before the end of the Session in which it was appointed, make a Report to the Assembly upon matters referred to it;


AND WHEREAS the Natural Resources Committee, a Sectoral Committee of the National Assembly of the First Session of the Tenth Parliament, was unable, owing to the prorogation and subsequent dissolution of Parliament on the 10th November, 2014 and 28th February, 2015, respectively, to conclude the work that was referred to it in that Session,

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Natural Resources Committee of the National Assembly of the First Session of the Eleventh Parliament adopt all outstanding work of the previous Committee.

(Notice Paper No. 37 (M31 Committee 4) published on 2016-03-10)
The Minister of State spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, Mr. Odinga Lumumba replied.

The motion was then put and carried.  
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ITEM 2  - 
ADOPTION OF THE THIRD PERIODIC REPORT OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT

     
 Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P., on behalf of Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Foreign Relations) moved the following motion:


WHEREAS in accordance with Standing Order No. 104(1), every Committee shall before the end of the Session in which it was appointed, make a report to the Assembly upon matters it has addressed or were referred to it;

AND WHEREAS the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Foreign Relations appointed in the Tenth Parliament was unable to conclude its agreed upon work programme;


AND WHEREAS the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Foreign Relations of the 11th Parliament reviewed the report of the previous Committee and agreed that it be laid in the National Assembly,


BE IT RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly adopts the Third Periodic Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Foreign Relations of the 10th Parliament.

(Notice Paper No. 41 (M35 Committee 5) published on 2016-05-03)
The Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs spoke to the motion.
Thereafter, Mr. Zulficar Mustapha replied.

The motion was then put and carried. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

At 9.32 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Thursday, 27th October, 2016. 
…………………………………………………………………

           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

13th October, 2016.

