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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.30 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
OATH OF A NEW MEMBER

Mr. Vickram Outar Bharrat
The Speaker informed Members, that following the resignation of Mr. Charles Ramson and his call upon the Representative of the People’s Progressive Party List of Candidates, he had been informed that the name of Mr. Vickram Outar Bharrat was extracted from the list and that Mr. Bharrat was on 26th October, 2016, declared to be an elected Member of the National Assembly.

The Speaker stated that before Mr. Bharrat could take part in the proceedings of the Assembly, he would have to make and subscribe the oath before the Assembly, as required by Article 167 of Constitution.

As Mr. Bharrat was present, the oath was administered to him by the Clerk.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker made the following announcements:
 (i)
Congratulations to Mr.Vickram Outar Bharrat
The Speaker, on behalf of the Assembly and himself, congratulated Mr. Vickram Outar Bharrat on his becoming a Member of the National Assembly.  He welcomed him to the Assembly and extended best wishes to him.
(ii) Matters which occurred during Recess
“Honourable Members, I crave your indulgence to tell you of matters which occurred during your recess and have a bearing on our National Assembly. During that period we have continued the improvement of arrangements to make the National Assembly more accessible to our citizens.

We have installed large electronic Billboards to which the proceedings in the Assembly are transmitted.  This complements the service provided by the Public Address System and enables our citizens to further observe our proceedings.

All Honourable Members, would have seen in our daily newspapers the Parliament Corner which seeks to enable the citizens to better understand the work of the Assembly.  We have received much favourable comments about this publication and suggestions for improvement have been made.

The National Assembly continues to be a preferred place for visits by our citizens who reside outside the city.  A goodly number of children from various schools have visited and on 5th October, 2016, we were privileged to receive a group of over 100 elderly persons who had visited the Assembly in celebration of Welfare Month of the Elderly.  The visit was by all accounts a very successful one and I have expressed my thanks to the Honourable Minister Valarie Patterson who initiated the visit.”
/…7

7.

(iii) Visit to the Parliament of Trinidad & Tobago
“Honourable Members, between 25th September, 2016, and 18th October, 2016, I visited the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago, where I was received by the Speaker of the House of Assembly and by the President of the Senate.  I was accompanied by the Clerk of our National Assembly and seven (7) Members of Staff of the Parliament Office.  The Speaker and the Clerk returned to Guyana at the end of two days while the Officers of Parliament benefitted from pre-arranged attachments to various Departments of the Parliament Office of Trinidad and Tobago for one (1) week.  Both the visit of the Speaker and the attachment’s proved very beneficial.” 
(iv) Visit to the National Assembly of the Republic of Suriname
“Honourable Members, I should let the Assembly know that on 7th October, 2016, the Speaker accompanied by two (2) Members of Parliament, Hon. Winston Felix, Minister of Citizenship and Hon. Member Adrian Anamayah, together with the Clerk and three (3) members of staff, visited the National Assembly of Suriname to sign the Contact Plan, signature of which was authorised by Resolution No. 39 of 2016 of the National Assembly. The delegation also participated in the first joint meeting after the Contact Plan was signed. 

I should also let the Assembly know that Members of Parliament attended a Workshop in Canada”. 

(v) Changes in the Inner and Outer Lobby
“Honourable Members, you would have noticed some changes in the appointments of the Inner Lobby and the Outer Lobby.  This is part of a continuing effort to improve the arrangements provided for the comfort of Honourable Members.  I harbour the hope that before long, the improvements will be completed.”
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(vi) Contribution of Parliament to the 50th Anniversary
“Honourable Members, the activity which is taking place on the grounds of our Assembly is in preparation for the contribution of Parliament to the 50th Anniversary of our Independence by way of an “Afternoon of Reflection and Celebration” scheduled to be presented on Friday, 28th October, at 3.00 p.m.  The planning and arrangements took wings after the Planning Committee of the Parliament Office swung into action.  It is our hope that all Honourable Members will find the presentation worthy”.
(vii) Events and occurrences which relate to the work of the National Assembly
“Honourable Members, before your Speaker concludes in what he considers an obligatory practice of reporting to you on events and occurrences which relate to the work of our National Assembly and have some bearing on it.

I feel obliged to draw a certain matter to your attention.  During the recess, I have been paying attention to our daily publications especially the letter columns.  In reading the relevant pieces I have sought to pay attention more to the message than to the messenger.  The messenger of course comes from that vast body of persons, our fellow citizens, our fellow Guyanese on whose behalf we have all sworn to act in this House for a better Guyana.” 
In my Announcements in this Assembly to you of August 17, 2015, I pointed out to Honourable Members that we bear an obligation to conduct our business here in the sight of our citizens with dignity and decorum and with respect one for the other whether in debates or in other exchanges in this Assembly.  Since that time Honourable Members, I must tell you that many of our fellow citizens have been paying attention to all of our activities and as I had indicated some hold themselves in a position to comment on our proceedings.
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I must tell you Honourable Members that some comments made by our fellow citizens have been disapproving of the conduct of certain Honourable Members in this House.  Some correspondents felt that our language of interaction is oft times spoken in a tone which is lacking in politeness to one another, designed to embarrass, wanting in civility and sometimes tinged with acrimony.  All of these views were expressed by different members of our citizenry.

Honourable Members, I regret speaking to you in these terms but as your Speaker, I must bring to your attention the views of our citizens or some of them when those views refer to us and to our conduct in this House.  I place my findings and observations before Honourable Members.  Our fellow citizens are our judges. I invite Honourable Members to work towards a change. I thank you.”
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Minister of Finance:


The Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Order 2016 – No. 13 of 2016.











     (Circulated)




(2) By the Minister of Agriculture:

Annual Reports of the Guyana Sugar Corporation Inc. for the years 2010 to 2015.










      (Circulated)
(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
MOTIONS

ITEM 1  -     APPROVAL OF THE 2017 CURRENT AND CAPITAL ESTIMATES OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL AGENCIES
Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to consider and dispose of the Report of the Business Sub-Committee of the Committee of Supply.








/…10





10.
In Committee of Supply
The Speaker reported that the Business Sub-Committee of the Committee of Supply met yesterday, Wednesday, 26th October, 2016, and considered matters pertaining to the consideration of the 2017 Budget Proposals of Constitutional Agencies and passed a Resolution on the matter.  
Copies of the Sub-Committee’s Minutes, Resolution and Schedule had been circulated to Members at the Sitting on Thursday, 27th October, 2016.

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Committee of Supply agreed with the Business Sub-Committee in its Resolution.

Thereafter, in accordance with Article 222A of the Constitution, the Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply and approved of the Estimates of Expenditure of the Constitutional Agencies for the year 2017, as follows:

Agency Name



2017 Budget Proposal
2017 Budget Approved

Parliament Office







Current and Capital



     1,723,483


1,519,506

Audit Office of Guyana 
Current and Capital



         771,215


   754,910

Public & Police Service Commission







Current and Capital



           95,236


     91,603
Teaching Service Commission

Current and Capital



          150,741


    123,952
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Agency Name



2017 Budget Proposal
2017 Budget Approved









Guyana Elections Commission

Current and Capital



       5,822,974


 2,029,932
Assembly resumed
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.23 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.30 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to continue the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure of the Constitutional Agencies for the year 2017.

Agency Name



2017 Budget Proposal
2017 Budget Approved

Supreme Court

Current and Capital



        2,033,313

  1,766,079
     

Chambers of the Director of 

Public Prosecutions

Current and Capital 



          206,258

                 168,357
Office of the Ombudsman

Current




           50, 311

                   48,311
Public Service Appellate Tribunal
Current





13,933
                               12,499
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Agency Name



2017 Budget Proposal
2017 Budget Approved

Ethnic Relations Commission

Current and Capital



           141,204                               84,982
Judicial Service Commission

Current 



                         15,020

       10,020
Indigenous People’s Commission

Current 



                         33,162

        24,424

Human Rights Commission

Current and Capital



             74,995

         34,110

Rights of the Child Commission

Current and Capital




 97,009

         41,581

Women & Gender Equality Commission

Current and Capital
62,916

        42,000
Public Procurement Commission

Current and Capital
0


       76, 200

Assembly resumed

Thereafter, Assembly approved of the sums voted for the Constitutional Agencies to form part of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure of the Public Sector for 2017.
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SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 7.15 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 7.58 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
ITEM 2  - 
CONSIDERATION OF FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 2/2016 – CURRENT AND CAPITAL ESTIMATES

Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply.

In Committee of Supply

The Minister of Finance signified the recommendation or consent of the Cabinet and moved the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

Financial Paper No. 3/2016 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $9,518,122,347 for the period 2016-01-01 to 2016-12-31.

 (Notice Paper No. 67 (M 54   Govt 37) published on 2016-10-14)



(Paper presented on 2016-10-13)

Section ‘A’ Current Estimates

Agency Code 04-041 –  MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS/ DEVELOPMENT OF FOREIGN POLICY
Chart of Account – 6322 was passed as amended.
Agency Code 21-211 – MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE – MINISTRY ADMINISTRATION

Chart of Account – 6321 was passed as printed.
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Agency Code 53 – 531 – GUYANA DEFENCE FORCE 
Chart of Accounts – 6242, 6255, 6264, 6284, 6265 and 6294 were passed as printed.
Agency Code 54 – 543 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY/ PRISON SERVICES
Chart of Account – 6292 was passed as printed.
Agency Code 73-734 – REGION 3/ EDUCATION DELIVERY

Chart of Account – 6242 was passed as printed.
Agency Code 73-735 – REGION 3/ HEALTH SERVICES
Chart of Account – 6242 was passed as printed.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 10(1)

At 9.58 p.m., the First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved that Standing Order No. 10(1) be suspended to enable the Assembly to continue and conclude the consideration of Financial Paper No. 3/2016. 
Agency Code 73-735 – REGION 3/ HEALTH SERVICES
Chart of Account – 6242 was passed as printed.
Agency Code 78-781 – REGION 8/ REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE
Chart of Account – 6211 was passed as printed.
Section ‘B’ Capital Estimates

Agency Code 03-031 –  MINISTRY OF FINANCE – POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 
Chart of Accounts – 2601200 and 4503100 were passed as printed.
/…15
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Agency Code 04-042 –  MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS - FOREIGN POLICY PROMOTION 
Chart of Account – 2400300 was passed as printed.
Agency Code 21-212 –  MINISTRY OF ARICULTURE – CROPS & LIVESTOCK SUPPORT SERVICES  
Chart of Account – 1403100 was passed as printed.
Agency Code 32-322 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE – PUBLIC WORKS

Chart of Accounts – 1403900, 1404400, 1401500, 1902800, 2607000 and 2700500 were passed as printed.
Agency Code 32-323 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE – TRANSPORT 

Chart of Accounts – 1601200 and 1601300 were passed as printed.
Agency Code 40-406 – MINISTRY OF EDUCATION – POST- SECONDARY /TERTIARY EDUCATION 

Chart of Account – 2608000 was passed as printed.
Agency Code 42-423 – MINISTRY OF COMMUNITIES – SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES DEVELOPMENT 

Chart of Account – 2802400 and 2802500 were passed as printed.
Agency Code 43-432 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH – DISEASE CONTROL 
Chart of Account – 4402700 was passed as printed.
Agency Code 52-521 – MINISTRY OF LEGAL AFFAIRS – MAIN OFFICE 
Chart of Account – 1501600 was passed as printed.
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Agency Code 52-521 – MINISTRY OF LEGAL AFFAIRS – MINISTRY ADMINISTRATION 
Chart of Account – 2501600 was passed as printed.
Assembly resumed
RESOLVED, That this National Assembly doth agree with the Committee of Supply in the following Resolution:
RESOLVED,

Financial Paper No. 3/2016 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $9,549,622,347 for the period 1st January, 2016 to 31st December, 2016.

BILL – FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD READINGS

ITEM 3   -  SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (NO.3 FOR 2016) BILL 2016 – 

Bill No. 20/2016 published on 2016-08-04

With the leave of the Speaker, and on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, Standing Orders Nos. 13(n) and 54 were suspended to enable the Supplementary Appropriation (No. 3 for 2016) Bill No. 20/2016 to be introduced at that stage.

The Minister of Finance, in accordance with paragraph (2) of Article 171 of the Constitution, signified Cabinet’s recommendation for the Supplementary Appropriation (No. 3 for 2016) Bill No. 20/2016 for consideration by the National Assembly.
Thereafter, on motions by the Minister of Finance, the following Bill was introduced and was read the first, second and third times and passed as amended:
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17.                                 
A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the issue from the Consolidated Fund of the sums necessary to meet the expenditure (not otherwise lawfully charged on the Consolidated Fund) of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana for the fiscal year ending 31st December, 2016, estimates whereof have been approved by the National Assembly, and for the appropriation of those sums for the specified purposes, in conformity with the Constitution.

DIWALI GREETINGS

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister wished the Speaker of the National Assembly, Clerk of the National Assembly, Members of the Opposition, Staff of the Parliament Office and the media a Happy Diwali. Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., on behalf of the Opposition, joined the First Vice-President and Prime Minister in extending Diwali greetings to everyone. The Speaker also joined the First Vice-President and Prime Minister in extending Diwali greetings.
ADJOURNMENT

At 1.08 a.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Friday, 4th November, 2016.

                                             …………………………………………………………………….  
           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.
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