 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 45TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015-2016) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON FRIDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER, 2016,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (69)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (36)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs 

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs  

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State

+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, M.P., Minister of Education              
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+ Cabinet Member
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+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health

+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance 

+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources

+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection

+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Public Telecommunications  

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship 

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business 
+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (9)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection 

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities 

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Natural Resources
Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education

Hon. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities      
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Other Members (9)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(i) People’s Progressive Party (32)

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Leader of the Opposition 

Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., 
Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip,  

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 



Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)
Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P. 

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P. 

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P. 

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P. 
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Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P., 

Ms. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. 

Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P.

Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) 

Ms. Gillian R. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Dr. Bheri S. Ramsarran, M.P. 

Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Ms. Africo Selman, M.P., (Absent on – Leave)
Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) 

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P. 

Ms. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks, M.P. 

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Mr. Komal Chand, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. (Region No.3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 
Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)  

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo)

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P.

Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P.  

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P. 

Ms. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P.
Mr. Vickram O. Bharrat, M.P.          
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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.48 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

The Speaker made the following announcements:

(1) Parliamentary Forum on Anti- Corruption
“Hon. Members, the Parliamentary Forum on Anti- Corruption will be held during the period 9th to 11th November, 2016. However, the Opening Ceremony and Plenary Sessions will commence on 10th November, 2016.
There have been requests by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to participate in the forum. With this being a forum for Members of Parliament, I would need to discuss with the Prime Minister whether any requests from persons other than Members of Parliament can be accommodated”.

(2) Matter claiming the attention of Speaker, Whips and Clerk of the National Assembly

“Hon. Members, we started, somewhat, late this afternoon. There was a matter which claimed the attention of the Speaker of the National Assembly, the Chief Whips of this House and the Clerk of the National Assembly. 
           /…6
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We were able to resolve that matter and there is an agreement that at the next Sitting of the National Assembly, matters pertaining to Private Members, in this instance, the Opposition, will have precedence in the House. 

I thank you for your forbearance”.
(3) Leave:
The Speaker announced that leave has been granted to Ms. Africo Selman, for today’s Sitting.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly (Chairman of the Committee of Selection):

Minutes of Proceedings of the 5th Meeting of the Committee of Selection held on Thursday, 27th October, 2016.










    (Circulated)

(2) By the Minister of Finance:

Annual Report of the Public Debt of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana for the year 2015.
     (Circulated)

(3) By the Minister of Social Protection:


The Labour (National Minimum Wage) Order 2016 – No. 15 of 2016.











      (Circulated)

ORAL QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE-

1. Antinfek (polyhexanide) being used for the Purification of drinking water in Guyana. 
Dr. Frank Anthony, M.P., asked the Minister of Communities the following question:

(a) “Who authorized the use of Antinfek (polyhexanide) for the purification of drinking water in Guyana?
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(b) When was the decision taken to use Antinfek instead of chlorine?

(c) Identify which water wells were or are using Antinfek (polyhexanide)? The locations and the amount of people served by these wells?

(d) How long have the residents of these communities been exposed to Antinfek (polyhexanide) in their drinking water?

(e) Which international agencies (WHO, PAHO, etc.) have certified the use of Antinfek (polyhexanide) in water intended for human consumption?

(f) Which countries use Antinfek (polyhexanide) to purify drinking water for human consumption?

(g) What are the side effects of Antinfek (polyhexanide) on human beings after prolonged consumption?

(h) What surveillance system, if any, has been put in place to monitor the side effects on the population using Antinfek (polyhexanide)? If not, why not?

(i) Were the identified communities informed of the change in water purification methods?

(j) How much Antinfek (polyhexanide)was bought by GWI and at what cost?

(k) What was the method used to procure this substance and how many companies participated?

(l) Which company was finally awarded the contract to supply Antinfek (polyhexanide)?”
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Thereafter, the Minister of Communities replied.

Dr. Frank Anthony, M.P., asked the Minister of Communities supplementary questions.

Thereafter, the Minister of Communities replied.

2. Nominees to the Local Government Commission 
Ms. Gail Teixeira, Opposition Chief Whip, M.P., asked the Minister of Communities the following question:

“Noting that on August 8, 2016, the National Assembly approved the name of the parliamentary nominee to the Local Government Commission, and, noting that three (3) nominees to the said Commission by the Leader of the Opposition, Hon. Bharrat Jagdeo, had already been formally submitted by the Progressive Party, the only party in the parliamentary opposition, to the Hon. Minister R. Bulkan.

(a) Can the Hon. Minister of communities, Housing and Water, inform this House as to the reasons for the delay in the naming of four (4) government- appointed nominees to the Local Government Commission?

(b) Can the minister state when will the Government swear in all the members of this Constitutional Commission?” 
Thereafter, the Minister of Communities replied.

Ms. Gail Teixeira, Opposition Chief Whip, M.P., asked the Minister of Communities a supplementary question.

Thereafter, the Minister of Communities replied.

/…9

9.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Presentation and First Readings

1. ANIMAL WELFARE BILL 2016 – Bill No. 21/2016
The Minister of Agriculture, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to deal with the welfare of animals; to provide for their protection and health; and connected matters.


2. FOOD SAFETY BILL 2016 – Bill No. 22/2016
The Minister of Agriculture, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to prevent the spread of food borne diseases through the control of the production, preparation, handling, storage and the transportation of food and provide for connected matters.
PUBLIC BUSINESS
-
(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MOTIONS
In Accordance with Standing Order 28(2), the Speaker’s consent was given for the following motion to be proceeded with:
ITEM 1   - 
APPROVAL OF GOVERNMENT’S POLICIES IN PRESIDENT’S 
ADDRESS
The First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved the following motion:

WHEREAS His Excellency the President, Brigadier David A. Granger, M.S.S., 

addressed the Parliament of Guyana on October 13, 2016;
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AND WHEREAS His Excellency eruditely adumbrated the challenges faced by, and the policies and plans to be implemented by His Government in the year ahead;


BE IT RESOLVED:



That this National Assembly expresses its appreciation to His Excellency the President for his address on October 13, 2016, on the occasion of the resumption of the business of the National Assembly following the annual recess, and approves the policies and plans adumbrated therein.

(Notice Paper No. 70 (M 57   Govt. 38) published on 2016-11-01)

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo spoke to the motion.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 5.04 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 6.58 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:

The Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

Mr. Ganga Persaud

Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Mr. Alister Charlie

Bishop Juan Edghill

The Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Mr. Nigel Dharamlall

Ms. Gail Teixeira
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 10(1)

At 10.00 p.m., the First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved that Standing Order No. 10(1) be suspended to enable the Assembly to continue and conclude the debate on the motion.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:
The Minister of Public Infrastructure

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali

The Minister of Natural Resources

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

At 12.08 a.m. the Members of the Opposition withdrew from the Chamber.
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs also spoke to the motion.
Thereafter, the First Vice-President and Prime Minister replied.

The motion was then put and carried.
In Accordance with Standing Order 28(2), the Speaker’s consent was given for the following motion to be proceeded with:

ITEM 2  - 
HOURS OF SITTING

First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved the following motion:

WHEREAS Standing Order No. 10(1) provides for every Sitting of the National Assembly to begin at 2.00 p.m. and unless previously adjourned, end at 10.00 p.m. on the same day;
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AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 10(2) provides that the Speaker may at any time suspend the Sitting for a stated period but, unless the Assembly otherwise resolved, the Speaker shall, at 4.00 p.m., suspend the Sitting for one hour, and at 7.00 p.m. suspend the Sitting for half an hour;


AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 10(3) provides for the Assembly at any time by motion made and carried without amendment or debate suspend or vary the provisions of paragraphs one (1) and two (2) of Standing Order No. 10;


AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 10(4) provides for the Assembly from time to time, alter, by Resolution, the hours provided by Standing Order No. 10 for the beginning and ending of a Sitting.



BE IT RESOLVED:

That Standing Order No. 10(1 ) and (2) be suspended to enable the Assembly to sit during the following hours to complete the debate on the 2017 Budget within the five (5) days allotted for this purpose by Standing Order No. 71(2);
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That Standing Order No. 10(1) and (2) be suspended to enable the Assembly to sit during the following hours to complete the consideration of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 2017:

· 10.00 a.m. 
-
12.00 noon – Sitting

· 12.00 noon. 
-
1.00 p.m. – Suspension

· 1.00 pm. 
-
5.00 p.m. – Sitting
· 5.00 p.m. 
-
6.00 p.m. - Suspension

· 6.00 p.m. 
-
7.30 p.m. - Sitting

· 7.30 p.m. 
-
8.00 p.m. – Suspension

· 8.00 p.m. 
-
10.00 p.m. – Sitting

(Notice Paper No. 73 (M 58   Govt. 39) published on 2016-11-04)
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The motion was then put and carried.
ADJOURNMENT

At 1.14 a.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Monday, 21st November, 2016.

                                             …………………………………………………………………….  
           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.
4th November, 2016.

