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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.32 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

The Speaker made the following announcements:

(1) Leave:
Honourable Members, leave has been granted to:

Mr. John Adams

Mr. Adrian Anamayah

Mr. Collin Croal, and 

Mr. Neendkumar, for today’s Sitting.
(2) Providing copies of all Documents to Hansard Division
“Honourable Members, I have been asked to remind you to provide copies of all documents you are quoting from to the Hansard Division”.

(3) Seminar on Parliamentary and Civil Oversight of Oil and Gas on 2nd December, 2016, in the Parliament Chamber
“Honourable Members, you are invited to attend a Seminar on Parliamentary and Civil Oversight of Oil and Gas on the 2nd December, 2016, in the Parliament Chamber. This seminar will be conducted in two half day sessions. 
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Therefore, if Honourable Members are unable to attend the morning session, a similar session will be held in the afternoon which you can attend. This Seminar has been organised by the High Commission of Canada. Further, details about the Seminar will be provided by the Parliament Office.”  

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs:


Supreme Court of Guyana Civil Procedure Rules 2016 – No. 2 of 2016.











(Circulated)
MOTION OF PRIVILEGE

The Speaker informed Members that he had received a motion of privilege from Dr. Frank Anthony, M.P., seconded by Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., requesting that Hon. Dr. George Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health, be referred to the Committee of Privileges.  The Speaker stated that after careful consideration of the request he had found that a prima facie case had been made out against the Honourable Minister Dr. George Norton, and, thereafter, referred the matter to the Committee of Privileges.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS
(1) Guyana’s Progress under the 3rd Round Mutual Evaluation of the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF)
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs made a statement re. Guyana’s Progress Under the 3rd Round Mutual Evaluation of the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF).
(2) Private Members’ Sittings
Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip made a statement re. Private Members’ Sittings.
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(3) Presentation of the 2017 Budget
The Minister of Finance made a statement re. the presentation of 2017 Budget on 28th November, 2016.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-
Presentation and First Readings
PRIME MINISTER HAMILTON GREEN PENSION BILL – Bill No. 23/2016

The Minister of Finance, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide a pension, benefits and other facilities to Hamilton Green, Prime Minister from 1985 to 1992, to enable him to live in keeping with the high office he occupied.
PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS

The Speaker informed Members, that the Parking Meter Contract between the Georgetown City Council and Smart City Solutions is currently engaging the Court, therefore, in accordance with Standing Order No. 26(g), the Assembly will not proceed with the motion on the Parking Meter Contract.
ITEM 1  -  DURBAN PARK DEVELOPMENT JUBILEE PROJECT

Bishop Juan Edghill, J.P., M.P. moved the following motion:


WHEREAS Guyana is celebrating its 50th Anniversary of political independence this

year, and as a consequence, the Government, proceeded to construct a facility now known as the Jubilee Park to host a number of the anniversary activities, including the Flag Raising
Ceremony and Float Parade;
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AND WHEREAS this National Assembly was informed that this project would be 

funded by private individuals through an unnamed private organisation;


AND WHEREAS there were no budgetary provisions in the 2015 nor 2016 Annual Budgets for the Jubilee Durban Park Development Project;


AND WHEREAS in April, 2016, a public announcement was made by the Ministry of the Presidency that the Ministry of Public Infrastructure has been assigned responsibility to complete this facility in time for the hosting of the planned Independence celebrations;


AND WHEREAS the Minister of Public Infrastructure announced that $150M of its budgetary allocation would be expended on the completion of this project;


AND WHEREAS no public disclosure or consultations were held with the citizens or national stakeholders as it relates to this project, nor were any architectural designs and overall projected costs for its construction and completion made public;


AND WHEREAS Supplementary Financial Paper No. 1 of 2016 provided for an additional $407.6M from the Contingency Fund on this project

AND WHEREAS the Minister of Public Infrastructure during the scrutiny of this Supplementary provision was unable to provide the National Assembly on August 8, 2016, with the final costs of the project, nor information on the funds raised and materials etc., donated prior to his April takeover,


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly in the interest of public accountability, transparency and good governance calls upon the Government to make full disclosure on the following:
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(1) The name(s) of the individuals and the private organisation which were in charge of this project from its inception to the April takeover by the Ministry of Public Infrastructure;

(2) The donors and their contributions in cash and/or kind who contributed to the initial phase and completion of the Jubilee Durban Park Development Project;

(3) Inform the House whether any and which of these contributions were submitted to the Consolidated Fun;
(4) The list of contractor/s and the process of procurement used to secure those engaged;

(5) The budgeted and actual costs for every phase of the project completed and a projected final cost for the overall project;

(6) Payments made to individuals, contractors and companies as it relates to this project;

(7) Liabilities, if any, to individuals, contractors and companies that are owed for works and services provided to this project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:


That the Government informs this House as to:

(1) The Agency now assigned responsibility for the day-to-day management of the facility;

(2) The recurrent cost for the maintenance, security, utilities and all other expenditure as it relates to the operation of this facility per annum; and

(3) Plans for sustainable use of this facility.

(Notice Paper No. 69 (M 56   Opp. 11) published on 2016-10-24)
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The Minister of Public Telecommunication spoke to the motion.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.10 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.14 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Ms. Gillian Persaud

Mr. Jermaine Figueira

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj

The Minister within the Ministry of Education 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali
The Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 7.20 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 8.00 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
The following Members also spoke to the motion:

The Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Ms. Gail Teixeira

The Minister of Public Infrastructure

Thereafter, Bishop Juan Edghill, J.P., M.P., replied.
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The motion was then put and negatived on the following division:

FOR









AGAINST
Mr. Bharrat








 Mr. Rutherford
Ms. Veerasammy
Mr. Rajkumar 
Mr. Gill
Mr. C. Persaud
Mr. Dharamlall
Mr. Carrington
Mr. Charlie
Mr. Allen
Mr. Damon
Ms. Bancroft
Dr. Mahadeo
Ms. Wade
Mr. Chand
Ms. Patterson
Ms. Pearson-Fredericks
Ms. Henry
Mr. G. Persaud
Ms. Broomes

Mr. Mustapha
Dr. Cummings
Ms. Selman
Mr. Sharma
Dr. Westford
Ms. Garrido-Lowe
Dr. Ramsarran
Ms. Ferguson
Ms. G. Persaud                                                                                        Ms. Hastings-Williams
Mr. Hamilton
Mr. Holder
Ms. Chandrapal
Mr. Gaskins
Mr. Seeraj
Ms. Hughes
Bishop Edghill
Mr. Patterson
Mr. Lumumba
Ms. Lawrence
Ms. Campbell- Sukhai
Mr. Trotman
Dr. Anthony
Dr. Norton
Ms. Manickchand
Mr. Bulkan
Mr. Nandlall
Dr. Roopnarine
Mr. Ali                                                                                                     Lt. Col. (Ret’) Harmon
Ms. Teixeira
Ms. Ally
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Mr. Rohee
Mr. Williams
Mr. Jadgeo
Mr. Ramjattan

Mr. Greenidge

Mr. Nagamootoo

_______________
                                                                            ______________
                                                                                                 28








    30
_______________






   _______________

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 10(1)

At 10.17 p.m., the First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved that Standing Order No. 10(1) be suspended to enable the Assembly to commence and conclude the debate on the motion on the Commission of Inquiry Into the Public Service of Guyana.
ITEM 2  -  THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE PUBLIC SERVICE OF 
GUYANA 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip, moved the following motion:







    

WHEREAS the Commission of Inquiry into the Public Service was appointed by the President of Guyana on August 17, 2015 “to examine, advise and report of the salaries, conditions of service, training and other matters pertaining to the improvement of the efficiencies of the performance of the public service and the well-being of the public servants in the public service”; 





AND WHEREAS the report on the Commission of Inquiry into the Public Service was tabled in the National Assembly on May 24, 2016,
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BE IT RESOLVED:

That this Report be placed on the Order Paper for a Sitting before the recess for a debate of its contents and recommendation.

   Notice Paper No. 61 (M48 Opp.9) published on 2016-07-27)
The following Members spoke to the motion:

The Minister of Social Protection

Mr. Ganga Persaud

Ms. Africo Selman

The Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection

The Minister of State

Ms. Gillian Persaud

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Thereafter, Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., replied.

Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., seconded by Bishop Juan Edghill, M.P., moved the following amendment, which was put and negatived:  

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the Report to be referred to a Special Select Committee for further scrutiny and consideration.”
Thereafter, Ms. Gail Teixeira replied.
The motion was then put and negatived.
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ADJOURNMENT

At 12.20 a.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Monday, 28th November, 2016.

                                             …………………………………………………………………….  
           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.
21st November, 2016.

