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Officers (2)
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COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.08 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

(1) Leave:
The Speaker announced that leave has been granted to Mr. Collin Croal, for today’s Sitting.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

Annual Reports of the Rights of the Child Commission for the years 2013 and 2014.










(Circulated)
(2) By the Minister of Finance:

(i) Estimates of the Revenues and Expenditure of Guyana for the financial year 2017.

















(Circulated)
(ii) Dollar Credit Line Agreement dated November 9, 2016 between the Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and the Export-Import Bank of India for US$10,000,000.00 for the purpose of financing the procurement of an ocean ferry for meeting the transportation requirements of
passengers, vehicles and cargo in the northern region of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana.          
  (Circulated)
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(iii) First Amendatory Dollar Credit Line Agreement dated September 29, 2016 between the Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and the Export-Import Bank of India for US$4,285,440.00 for the purpose of financing the setting up of a Multi-specialty Hospital.










   (Circulated)
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
(1) By Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Chairman of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Economic Services): 
The Interim Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Economic Services.










      (Circulated)

(2) By Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee):

The Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Public Accounts of Guyana, together with the Minutes of Proceedings, for the years 2010 and 2011.









        (Circulated)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

For Written Replies

1.
APPOINTMENT OF CORONERS

Member Asking: 

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

On the 14th January, 2016, the National Assembly passed Act No. 3 of 2016, the coroner’s (Amendment) Act 2016.  This Act was assented to by His Excellency President David Granger on the 25th January, 2016.  During the second reading of this Bill in the National Assembly, the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, emphasised that the appointment of more Coroners was a matter of grave urgency and high priority for the Government.
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(a) Could the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs inform the House if any Coroner was appointed to date, since the enactment of the Coroner’s (Amendment) Act 2016?

(b) If so, could the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs inform the House how many and kindly furnish the House with their names?

(c) If no such appointment has been made, could the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs inform the House, if or when any appointments are likely to be made?

(Notice Paper No. 71 (Q13 Opp.13) published on 2016-11-02)
ANSWERS
(a) “The Coroners (Amendment) Act No. 3 of 2016 amended the Coroners Act Cap. 4:03 by inserting section 3A which provides, in subsection (1), that “Notwithstanding anything in sections 2 and 3 the Judicial Services Commission may appoint fit and proper persons as coroners.” The Coroners (Amendment) Act No. 3 of 2016 did not give the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs the power to appoint coroners. The appointment of coroners falls within the Judicial Services Commission. Therefore, all questions pertaining to the making of appointments should be directed to the Judicial Service Commission.
(b) This question should be directed to the Judicial Service Commission and not the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs.

(c) The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs is not responsible for the appointments of the coroners under the Coroners (Amendment) Act No. 3 of 2016. This question should be directed to the Judicial Service Commission. It is for the Judicial Service Commission to advise on if or when any appointments are likely to be made.”
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2.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE LAW REFORM COMMISSION

Member Asking: 

Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

On the 14th January, 2016, the National Assembly passed Act No. 4 of 2016, the Law Reform Commission Act 2016.  This Act was assented to by His Excellency President David Granger on the 25th January, 2016.  During the second reading of this Bill in the National Assembly, the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, emphasised that the establishment of this Commission was a matter of grave urgency and high priority for the Government.

(a) Could the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs inform the House whether any Member of the Law Reform Commission 2016, has been appointed to date?

(b) If so, could the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs inform the House how many and kindly furnish the House with their names?

(c) If no Members have been appointed to this Commission, could the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs inform the House if, or when, the Members of this Commission will be appointed?

(Notice Paper No. 72 (Q14 Opp.14) published on 2016-11-02)
ANSWERS

(a) “Awaiting funding.
(b) Awaiting funding.
(c) As soon as funds are available.”
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9.
MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   MOVED BY A MINISTER-

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS NOS. 10(2) AND 38(9)(a)

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That Standing Orders Nos. 10(2) and 38(9)(a) be suspended to enable the Minister of Finance to complete uninterrupted the reading of the Budget Speech for 2017 at the Sitting of the National Assembly on Monday, 28th November, 2016.

(Notice Paper No.74 (M59 Govt 40) published on 2016-11-21)

The motion was then put and carried.

PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

MOTION

BUDGET FOR 2017

In accordance with Article 171(2) of the Constitution, the Minister of Finance signified that Cabinet had recommended that the National Assembly should proceed upon the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2017.














The Minister then moved the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2017 of the total sum of $230,349,079,000 excluding $ 19,774,087,000 which is chargeable by law (See Appendix).

The Minister of Finance read the Budget Speech.

The motion was then proposed.
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Sign Language

The Speaker informed Members that for the first time ever the Budget Speech was translated in Sign Language.

Death of Mr. Fidel Castro
The Speaker informed Members that Mr. Fidel Castro, former President of Cuba had died.
Thereafter, a minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect for the late Mr. Fidel Castro.

ADJOURNMENT

At 5.31 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00 a.m. on Monday, 5th December, 2016.

           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly
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Public Buildings,
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