
�ATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

!1..UiUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 40T,H SITTING OF THE. N,AI.I,ONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE THIRD 
�JSSl,� {�983-1985) OF THE Fp.,!J,R,TH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HQJJ. 

AT 14 ,oo hrs 

Q.� FRIDAY 1985-01-18

.w. T!,U: PARLIAME..fil ,CHAMBT I 
PUBL,IC BUILDINGS,

,lli:_M]sB_!i...9L.1J:!LN}.llONAL ASSEMBLY 

G EffiG ETOl.vt.J 

* Cde. Suse Narain, D.R., J.P., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly

.M.embers of the Government - Peoele 1's National Congress (61.) 

Pf,.i,rn.e M,inis.t,e.r ( 1) 

Cde. 11.D� Hoyte, s.c., M.P., Prime Minister 

.!J..i!w_Vi��;.President 009 First ,Deputy Prime Min;ster (ll,

Cde. H� Green, M.P., Vice-President, Social Infrastructure and First 
Deputy Prime Minister 

.Q..t��-�ice:-Prewiqents and Depyty Prinw Ministe;s (2) 

* Cde. Dr. M. Shahabuddeen, D.R., s.c., M.P., Vice-President, Deputy Prime
Minister and Attorney General.

Cde. R� Chandisingh, M.P., Vice-President, National Development and Deputy
Prime Minister

.Pt,t, __ e� __ D,ep.u tv Prime Mwis ter ( lJ.

* Cde. \v.A.L.H. Parris, c.c.H., M.P., Deputy Prime Minister, Planning

�e.nio;s tl,i.ni;,..ter (8)

* Cde. R,E� J�ckson, M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs
* Cde. J�R. Thomas, M.P., Minister of Homs Affairs

Cde. R.H. O; Corbim, M.P., Minister of National Mobilisation
Cde. H. Rashid, M.P., Minister of Energy and Mines

* Cde. C.H. Greenidge, M.P., Minister of Finance 
Cde. Sallahuddin, M.P., Minister of Forestry
Cde. Dr. R.A. Van West-Charles, M.P., Minister of Health and Public Welfare

* Cde. M�L. Parris, M.P., Minister of Education

Cde. LJ;:-mia Johnson, M .P., Minister 1,1ithin the Ministry of N'ational. Development
Cde. Yvonne V� Harewood.Benn, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Edu�ation

* Cde. l<.H.E. Denny, M.P •• Minister of Manpower and Co-operatives
Cde. R.c. Fredericks, A.A .• , M.P., Minister of Youth and Sport within the

Ministry of Education 
Cde. s; Prashad, M.P., Minister of Transport within the Vice-Presidency of 

Social Infrastructure 
* Cde. Dr. S.P. DaSilva, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Agriculture

*Non-el.ected Member



2. 

Ministers of State (2) 
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Members from the National Congrq�s of Local Democratic Organs (2) 

Cle. R. Bishop, M.S., M.P. (Absent -on leave) 
Cde. Bhagmatee Latchminarayan, M.P. 

Members from the Regional Demo�:r;:�tic Councils (10) 

Cde. Dianne ,\br:::h=n, ; ,.P. (Region No. 8 - Potaro/Siparuni) (Absent) 
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Members of the Minority (J.2j_ 

(i) People's Progressive Party (10)

Minority Leader (1)

Cde. Dr. c. Jagan, M 1P., Minority Leader 

Deputy Speaker (1)

Cde. Raa Ka.rraa, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 

Other Members (8) 

Cde. Janet Jagan M.P. (Absent- on leave) 
Cde. R�epu Daman Persaud, J.P., M.P.� MillC?.ti-ty Chief Whip 
Cde. N, Persaud, M.P. 
Cde. C.C. Collymore, M.P, 
Cde. S.F. Mohamed, M.P. 
Cde. I. B�sir, M.P. 
Cde. c.c. Belgrave, M.P. 
Cde •. H. Nokta, M.P. 

(ii) United Force (2)

Mr. M.F. Singh, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. 
Mr, M.A. Abraham, M.P. 

OFFICER§ 

Cde. F.A. Na.re.in, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly 
Cde. M.B. Henry, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly 

PR,AYERS 

The Clerk read Prayers. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKJIB. 

(i) New Year Greetings

As that was the first sitting for the year, the Speaker took 
the opportunity of welcoming back Members. He also extended good wishes 
to them. for 1985. 

(ii) Leave

The Speaker announced t�at lee.ve had been granted to: 

(a) Cde, H.L.B. Singh
and 

Cde. Nellie Charles for that day's sitting; 

(b) Cde. Bishop up to 1985-01-23, and

(c) Cde. Janet Jagan up t'o 1985-03-10.

(iii) Broadcast of Budget

The Speaker informed Members that, in accordance with the 
usual practice, he had given permission to the Guyana Broadcasting 
Corporation to broadcast live the Budget presentation to be made by 
the Minister of Finance at that sitting. The Corporation had also been 
give:a permission to record for st•bseqaent broadcasts speeches which 
would be made by other Hembers of the .Assembly at the other sittings 

/... 
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during the Budget debate. Such subsequent broadcasts would, however, have 
t�vbe made in accordance with the·approved practice, that is, the tim.e 
used for the broadcast of speeches would have to be allotted to the Members 
of the Assembly in the proportion to the Party representation in the Assembly. 

(iv) Public Address System

The Speaker said that permission had also been given for the 
installation as usual of a public address system for the budget presentation. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS ,um REPORTS. ETC. 

(1) By the Speaker (Chaipr./a!l; of the Committee of Selection):

Minutes of the Second Meeting of the Committee of 
Selection hold on Monday 1984-12-10. 

(PARL: 5/5VII) (Circulated) 

(2) By the Prime Minister,.t

(i) Annual Report and AccolUlts cf the Guyana Liquor
Corporation for the year 1983. 

(OH�: 20/1/2/1/l)(Circulated) 

(ii) Report and Audited AccolUlts of the Guyana Gold
Board for the year ended 31st December, 1983. 

(OPM: 20/1/2/1/1) (Circulated) 

(3) By the Minister of Finance:

(i) Estimates of the Revenues and Expenditure for the
rinanci&l year 1985, together with Central 
GovernmGnt Developnent Programme Capital Projects 
Profile for 1985. 

( Circulated) 

(ii) Constitutional Offices (RemlUleration of Holders)
(No. 2) Order 1984 (No. 63) , made under section 5 
of the Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of 
Holders) Act, Chapter 27:11, on 20th December, 1984, 
and published in the Gaz61?tte on 22nd December, 1984. 

(Circulated) 

(iii) Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special
Offices (Emoluments) Order (No. 2) 1984) (No. 65), 
made un,ler section 8 of the Ministers, Members of the 
:Wational Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Act, 
Chapter 1:07, on 20th December, 1984, and published in 
the Gazette on 22nd December, 1984. 

( Circulated) 

(iv) Customs Duties (Amendment) Order 1984 (No. 66), made
under section 8 of the Customs Act, Chapter 82:01, on 
19th December, 1984, and published in the Gazette on 
29th December; 1984. 

(ST: 34/2/l/9III)(Circulated) 
I •••
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tv1) 

(vii) 

Consumption Tax (Amendment) Order 1984 (No. 68), 
made under section 4 of the Consumption Tax Act, 
Chapter 80:02, on 11th December, 1984, and 
published in the Gazette on 29th December; 1984. 

(ST: 34/2/1/9111)(Circulated)

Consumption Tax (Amendrv.ent) Regulations l984(No. 13), 
made under section 22 of the Consumption Tax Act, 
Chnpter 80:02, on 19th December, 1984, and published 
in the Gazette on 29th December, 1984. 

(ST: 34/2/1/91II)(Circulated) 

Caribbean. Communi ty (Junendmont) Regulations 1984 
(No. 14), made under section 15(8) of the Customs Act, 
Chapter 82:01, on 19th December, 1984, and P\Wlished in

the Gazette on 29th December, 1984. 

(STz 34/2/1/gllI)(Circulated) 

(viii) Customs Duties (Amendment) Order 1985 (Ho. 1), made
under section 8 of the Custans Act, Chapter 82:0l, 
on 9th January, 1985, and published in the Gazette 
on 12th January, 1985. 

(ST: 34/2/1/9III TJ)(Circulated)

(i'S) Roads (.Amendment) Regulations 1985 (No. l), made under 
section 25 of the Roads Act, Chapter 51:01, on 
14th January, 1985, and published in the Gazette on 
18th January, 1985. 

(ST: 34/2/13)(Circulated) 

(x) Roads (Corentyne)(Amendment) Regulations 1985 (No. 2),
made under section 25 of the Roads Act, Chapter 51:01, 
on l.J;th �anuary, 1985, and published in the Gazette on 
18th J anua.ry, 1985. 

(ST: 34/2/13)(Circulated) 

MOTION§ RELATING TO THE BWINESs QR §IT'.rJNGs OF THE �IfflLY AAID MOVED BY 
A MINISTER 

susPENsroN oF sTANDING QRDERs N�. 9(2)mn 32 {9) 
On a motion by the Minister of' Home Affairs, paragraph (2) of' Standing

Order No. 9 and paragraphs (9) of Standing Order No. 32 were suspended to enable 
the Minister of Finance, to complete the reading 0£ the Budget Speech uninterrupted
and to enable the sitting to continue beyond 16:00 hrs vi.thou� being suspended,
if necessary. 

INTRODUCTION" OF BILI§ 

Presentq1tion and First Reading 

(1) 

MAH�ift1:f :
P
gfift:; �Jim=s�![i:J:&f -�THORITY (J)MEl!DMENT'.

The Prime Minister, on behalf of the Government, presented the following 
Bill which waa read the first time:-

A Bill intituled An Act to amend the Mahaica-Mahaicony
Abary Agricultural Development Authority Act 1977. 
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·t!) The Minister of Finance-, on behalf of tho Government, presented 
the following Bills which were read the first time:-

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

msml,ANCE ENlC'JJEJiTS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1985 - Bill No, 1/1985 
published on 1985-01-05 

A Bill intituled An Act to amend the Motor 
Vehicles Insure.nee (Third Party Risks) 
Act and the Insurance Act to bring the 
fonner Act under the administration of 
the latter. 

CONSUMPrION TAX (AMENDMErr.'J'l BILL 1985 - Bill No. 2/1985 
published on 1985-01-<22, 

A Bill intituled An Act to amend the 
Consumption Tax Act. 

MISCELLANEOUS ENACTMENTS (,AMENDMENT) BILL 1985 - Bill No, 4/1985 
published 1985-01-18 

A Bill intituled An Act to amend certain 
enactments. 

MarOR VEHICLES AND ROAD TEAfFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL 1985 -
Bill Now 5/1985 publishedJ..985-01-18 

The Minister of Home Affai.rs, on behalf of the Go.vernment, 
presented the following Bill which was read the first time:-

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

MOTION 

A Bill intituJ.ed An Act to amend the Motor 
Vehicles and Road Traffic Act. 

.Af PROV AL OF ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITUR_EJOR 1985 

In accordance with article 171 (2) of the Constitution, the Ministur 
of Finance signified Cabinet's recommendation and moved the motio� for the 
approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for 1985. (See Appendix). 

After the motion was proposed, the Minister of Finance named 
Monday 1985-01-28 as the day for the debate on the motion. 

��� 
At 16:40 hrs on a motion by the .Minister of' Home Affairs, the 

Assembly was adjourned to 14:00 hrs on Monday 1985-01-28. 
vv'7 
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MOTION 3 Y THE MINISTER OF" F"INANCE 

WHEREAS the Constitution of Guyana requires that estimates of 

the revenu a and expenditure of Guyana for any financial year should be 

laid before the National Asaembly; 

AND WHEREAS the Constitution also provides that when the estimates 

of expenditure have been approved by the Assembly an Appropriation Bill 

shall be introduced in the Assembly providing for the issue from the 

Consolidated Fund of the sums necessary to meet that expenditure; 

AND WHEREAS estimates of revenues and expenditure of Guyana for the 

financial year 1985 have been prepared and laid before the Assembly on 

1985-01-18; 

NO\tl_, THEREFORE 6 � IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly-approves the estimates of expenditure 

for the financial year 1985 1 of a total sum of eleven hundred and 

fifty seven million� one hundred and twenty-one thousand dollars 

(S1,157 11211DCO)nct of approprlation-in ... uid, and oxcluding four-hundred 

million, four hundred and seventy-nine thousand �llers ($4D0,4791ooo)

which is chargeable by law, as detailed therein and summarized in the 

undermen-'.,ioned schedule, and agree that it is expedient to amend the 

law and to make further provision in r6$pect of finance. 

MINISTRY or FINANCE 

· Carl B. Greenidge
Minister of F"inance
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