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Mr. M.A. Abraham, M.P. (Absent) 

.QFf.I_C_E_R.� 

Clerk of the National Assembly, Cde. F.A. Narain, A.A. 
Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly, Cde. M.B. Henry 

P.R.A.Y.Eft� 

The Clerk read Prayers • 

. L.e_a.v,_e_ 

The Speaker announced that leave had been granted to 
Cdes. Hoyte, vJright and Primo for that day's sitting. 

By the .V.:!-..�.e,:-f_rej,__i�n.h PaE.l.i.a.m_e.i:i.,t.�. _A_f.f.aj_r.§_andJ_cu:_t..YLState 
.A.a.!�ii.on�...._-�eJ1aAt: .o.f .th� �ni.��r .. _qf. H_om.e __ A.t'f'.'.alr.�.: 

Annual Report of the Guyana Prison Service for the 
year 1979. 

(HA: 1/1/2/l
III

)(Circulated)

OUESTIOIJS TO MIN ISTERS 
. ,  ............ . .  

__. .. . .  �-� 

.f.qe�-B�_ili asked the Minister, Health, in the Ministry of 
Public vJelfare, the following question: 

Is the Minister, Health, aware that the stand
by electricity plant at the Suddie Hospital, 
Essequibo, is out of order, with consequential 
severe inconvenience and loss of efficienty at 
the Hospital? 
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4. 

Will the Minister say what steps he proposes to 
take or what efforts are being made to have the 
situation remedied? 

The Minister, Health, in the Ministry of Public Welfare, 
gave the following reply: 

A.N .Stvf:B.: Cde. Speaker, in reply to the question raised 
by my Parliamentary colleague in relation to 
the stand-by plant at Suddie Hospital, I wish, 
first of all, to say that the stand-by plant 
is in working order. What is happening is 
that it has occasioned a few break-downs over 
the past year. This is due to additional 
electrical medical equipment which has been 
supplied to the hospital in an attempt to 
upgrade tho services of the Suddie Hospital. 

These problems, however, are only 
occasioned when the electricity supply within 
the Suddie area is bad. Also I think I should 
note that the stand-by plant is one which has 
been at the Suddie Hosp ital prior to the rural 
electrification programme, and since our budget 
for next year includes rehabilitation for Suddie 
Hospital we should be looking at the additional 
electricity stand-by facilities to cope with 
these outages we have been having • 

. M.0.T.I.0.N.S. B_E_LJ\.T)!�§ ... T.Q J_H£ ].U.�I.N.Ep_? �D.R. 2_IJ:,TJNGS_Df_[HE .A.S�S.,E.t-JB_l;.Y_AJill 
fLD.V.E.D. J},Y. A J\lN.I.STEJi 

.M.oj;_i_o_n, .t.o .• s.u_sJ!en.c! .�t.§_n_9.i_11.9. .. D.:i::.d.�r.,_N.o.• .. 6.8_l2J_ 

On a motion by the Vice-President, Parliamentary Affairs and 
Party/State Relations, and with the leave of the Speaker, Standing 
Order No. 68(2) was suspended to enable the Assembly to proceed with 
the motion of 6ympathy on the death of Cde. John Fernandes (Snr.) as 
the first item under Public Business. 

motion: 
The Vice-President, Works and Trqnsport, moved the following 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly records its deep 
regret at the death of Cde. John Fernandes and pays 
tribute to the distinguished service which he rendered 
to Guyana and to its Parliament and directs that an 
expression of its sympathy be conveyed to his sorrow
ing widow and children 

! •••



5. 

The Deputy Speaker and Mr. M.F. Singh spoke to the motion. 

The motion was thereafter put and carried with Members 
standing. 

The Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply. 

In accordance with article 171(2) of the Constitution, the 
Minister, Finance, in the Ministry of Economic Planning and Finance, 
signified Cabinet's recommendation and moved the following motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly approves of the 
proposals set out in Financial Paper No. 5/1981 -
Supplementary Estimates totalling $80,121,990 for 
the period ended 12th December, 1981. 

After consideration of the Schedule the nic,tion for the 
approval of the Financial Paper was put and ,8!_;_:i;_i_e_q. 

On a motion by the Minister, Finance, in the Ministry of 
Economic Planning and Finance, the Assembly adopted the following 
Resolution: 

RESOLVED, That this National Assembly agree 
with the Committee of Supply in the following 
Resolution: 

"RESOLVED, That this National Assembly 
approves of the proposals set out in Financial 
Paper No. 5/1981 - Supplementary Estimates 
totalling 680,121,990 for the period ended 
12th December, 1981. 11 

.IJ.EJ1 ) .. - _GUYANA TIMBER. EXPORT JJOARD _(TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS) BILL 
.1.9.�1._ -__ B_.:i..l_l_ J\!o .••. 1.4/.1.9.8.1. P.u_b,l_i_sJ1e.d_ .. l.2.�_l} .. !..81 

The Minister of National Development moved the second 
reading of the following Dill: 

A Bill intituled An Act to provide for the 
dissolution of the Guyana Timber Export 
Board, the transfer of its functions to 
the Guyana Forestry Commission and for 
related matters. 

The Deputy Speaker and Mr. M.F. Singh spoke to the motion. 

The Speaker � drew Members' attention to the following 
corrections to the Bill: 

! •••



C.l,a_u_s.�: (a) _Ineertion of "Cap. 67:03" in the margin in 
the definition of 11Principal Act";

(b) .S.ubs.t.i.t.u.t_i_o_n, of "r" for 11 R 11 in the definition of
"Registered producer".

,!;:.l_a_t,!.s.e_],: {a) .S.u.b.s.t_i_t_u_t,i.o!". of II P11 for II p" in proviso (a)
and (b) of subsection (2); 

( b) .I.n.s.e.r.t.i_on of 11, 11 after II Contracts II and
"boards 11 in subsection (6);

(c) �eletion of 11/her" in aubsection (9);

( d) .�l:J.b.s.tJ:.t.u.t.i.o.n. of II P" for II p" in the words
"principal Act11 in subsection (10)11 

.c.1.a.u.s_e_-4.: .s.u_b_st_ij:_4..t_i,£11 of the word 11make" for 11take 11 in 
oubsection (1) • 

. C_l_a_u.s.� 5: (a) S_u_b_s_�i.t.u_t_iAn. of ' Board,".' for ' Board." '; 

(b) .I.n.se.r.t_i.o.n. of "Act No. 2 of 197911 in the
margin.

The Minister of National Development thereafter replied. 

The motion was then put and .c.a.r.r_i_e_d_. 

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, taken 
through its remaining stages and .P.a.s.s_e_d_ as p,r.i..n.t.esJ.• 

.I.T.E_M, .4. - .N.A_l)_O_Nl.l_ .Ch_N_E_ £_A_fif·!I.N_G_ .�OJ1f"1I,T_T,EI iA!iEfillli�.l'Hl _BJ.1:J_19BJ.;:. 
.BAl.-l _N_o_._ .1J/.1.9_B)._._..pub_l,i,s_h,e_d __ s_ .. 1.z._8):. 

The Minister of Agriculture moved the second reading of the 
following Bill: 

A Bill intituled An Act to amend the 
National Cane Farming Committee Act. 

Cde. Dalchand spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter the Minister of Agriculture replied. 

The motion was then put and _c_a£_r_i_e_d,. 

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, taken 
through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 

I.T.EJ'l .5 - .�.U_YJ\N.A..E_OLJJ. J3_QABD. Jl)!-.� _lJ.B_l ____ .B.i_.1:.1. J{o--' . . 1�2LJ_9.§.l_..P.':J.b1.i.s.h�q 
.1.2 .• J.2_._B_;L_ 

The Minister of Energy and Mines moved the second reading 
of the following Bill: 

A Dill intituled An Act to provide for 
the establishment, constitution, and 
functions of the Guyana Gold Board and 
for matters connected therewith. 

/ . . .



7. 

The Speaker drew Members' attention to the following 
corrections to the Bill: 

. Clause 3: ,Substitution of 11 First" for 11first11 • 

_S_u_l;>_s_t_i_t_u_t_i_o_r,. of 11 authorise 11 for "authorised" 
in the proviso. 

C_l_a_u_s_r=L_1Q: Deletion of the words "matter, such interest 
shall be deemed to be the interest of that" 
in subsection (3). 

f.l_a_us_fL_ll-.,: (a) .§_u_b_s_t_i_t_u_t_i_�. of "General Manager" far
"General Secretary11 in subsection (l); 

( b) _S_u�b-�t_i_t_u_t_i.o_ri, of the �,ords "Teachers'
Pensions Act 11 for 11Teachers' Pension Act 11 

in subsection (5)(a);

(c) _S_u_b_s_t_i_t_y_t_i_r;i..r., of the word 11purposes 11 for
11purpose" in subsection 5(b) •

. C.l.a_u.§_e_l2: _S_u_b_s_t_i.tu.t_i_rm_ of the word "fund" for "funds" 
in subsection (2) • 

. C.l.<!.u.s.e. );,5_: �S.u.b.s.t.i.t.u_t_i.oJl. of the words "public officer or 
a member 11 for 11public officer as a member" 
in subsection (4). 

,C.l_a_u.s.e. i.D.: 5.u.b_s_t_i_t_u_t_i_o_n_ of the words II reasonable cause 11 

for 11 reasonable causes" in subsection (1) •

. CAa.u_s_e_ .2_.!_: (a) .. �u.b.s.tii,1.1t�� of th& word "soctictin II for
11 scrctioni3 11 in paragraph (a). 

( b) .S.u.b_s_t_i_t_4:2i_o_n. of the \,mrds II summary
conviction -11 for " summary conviction. 11 

in paragraph (c).

First Schedule: (a) _I.n.s.e.:r:.t.i.oD. of the words II Seal of the 
Board" as the marginal note to 
paragraph 3; 

(b) .Insertion of "the11 before "Deputy"
in paragraph 3(1);

(c) Substitution of the words "the Board
is dealing" for "the Board at dealing"
in paragraph 4(6);

( d) D_e_l.!3_t_i_o!)_ of the word "allowances" \11here
it occurs for the second time in para
graph 5(3).

_S_e_c_on..1LS.c_h13_qu)._e_:.�4.b_El,t.i tuJ_i_o_lJ. of 11 ( o) 11 for 11 ( c) 11 wherever 
it appears in the first amendment to 
section 79(1). 

Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud and the Deputy Speaker spoke to 
the motion. 

/ . . .



a. 

Thereafter the Minister of Energy and Mines replied. 

The motion �1as then put and _c_a.r.rJ.� .. 9.• 

The Bill was read a second time. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the 
Bill clause by clause by clause • 

. I.n_ .C.o.m.m_i.t_t�e. 

. C.l.a.u.s.e _4.: The following amendment by the Minister of 
Energy and Mines was put and F-���ied: 

.Jle.l.e_ti_o_n_ of subsection (2) •

. C.l.a.u.�.e.s. _5_ .t.0_7. were .e,a...s.s.ed as p_r.i.'1.tE:.!!• 

.Clause 8: The following amendment by the Minister of 
Energy and Mines was put and .c.,�r.,!'j�d: 

.I.n.s.e.r_t.:i:,_g_n_ of the �1ords "or any agent 
authorised in writing by the Board" 
after "Board". 

Clausp 8 was then P�?P�9. as -��enie_d. 

_C_l_a_u_s_e.s .. 9� _t_o __ 2). and the .F.i.r.s.t_ .cJ.n.d. _S_e,c.o.nA_S_c_h_e_qu_l_e_s, were 
.P.a.ss.e_d _ as .c.o.r_r_e_c_t_e_q • 

.A.s.s. e_m_b). ;y_ .r.e.s_u_"!l§.C!. 

On a motion by the Minister of Energy and Mines, the Bill 
was read the third time and p_a_s_s_e_c:J. as .a!1).�n_q_e_c;! in Cammi ttee • 

. IJ.EJ�. -� - ,M_Ij·J_I_N_G_ _{_,lfv��-�-il�llli,l) .. B.!.L�� 1.9.8.1. .-.• Bi_ll _N_o_._ .13/l.9_8J_ .. EJAb).j.sh_e_d 
1.2 .•• � 

The Minister of Energy and Mines moved the second reading 
of the following Bill: 

A Bill intituled An Act to amend the 
Mining Act. 

The motion was put and .s�r_rj.�q. 

The Bill was read a second time and, thereafter, was taken 
through its remaining stages and JJ.�pft§..q as .e.rin�• 

! •••
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. IJ.EJ'L!. - �I§.H.T_S..MJp _M_EA_�UBJ.� _B_IJ,..!--1.9.8_1 _-: _B_ill_}.J_o_._ .l.5/A9.§1.Jl.u.bJ.�ed 
),_2_. l.2_._81 

The Minister, Finance, in the Ministry of Economic Planning 
and Finance, on behalf of the Vice-President, Economic Planning and 
Finance, moved the second reading of the following Bill: 

A Bill intituled An Act to provide for the 
implementation of the International System 
of Units (SI); and for purposes connected 
therewith. 

Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter the motion 1r1as put and ,c.a_r_r,i�q. 

The Bill was then read a second time. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the 
Bill clause by clause • 

.l.r'!. . C_o_mmi t_t_e,e . 

. C}._a_u.�e- 30: The following amendment by the Minister, Finance, 
in the Ministry of Economic Planning and Finance, 
was put and .Cft.�rjp_q: 

.5.uJJ.�t.i.t_uJ.i.O..IJ. of the \vord "person" for the 
word 11Inspector11

• 

C_l_a_u_s_e __ 3Q was then P.a.s.s_e_d, as .a.m_e_n_g,e.i, 

_c:;_3:_a.u_s_e_s __ 3_1 __ t_o_]_l were JJ..a.s.s_e_d, as ,e,:i;.i_11_ted, • 

. F.i_r_s_t. _t..9.. .E�qt}.t_h_ .�c.f1,e_d_u_l._e_s_ were passed as printed • 

. N�nt_h __ S_c_h_e_d_uJ.e.: The following amendment by the Minister, 
Fin�nce, in the Ministry of Economic Planning 
and Finance, was put and _s�rF)J?d: 

_S_u_b_s,t.:i._t_u_ti_q,n_ of "Weights and Measures Act 1981" 
for 11 Metrication Act 1981" • 

. The _Ninth Schedule lvas then p_q_i§_�e.9. as !l!!L��c:!· 

The Speaker drew Members' attention to the following 
corrections to the Bill: 

(a) _S_u_b_s_t.i_t_u_t_ion of the word "date" for "day"
where it appeared for the second time in
the definition of "appointed day";

(b) Substitution of a "semi-colon n for a "full
stop" at the end of the definition of
Happointed day";

/ .. . 
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10. 

( c) _s_u_b_s_t_i.\L!t.:!:.o.JJ. of the word "standardised"
for the word "standardise" in the
definition of 11working standards".

(a) S�_s!,i tu_tj.-9.!l of the word II date" for II day"
in subsection (3);

(b) .�n§.e.r.tj._q_lJ. of a "comma" after the word
11order" in the first line of subsection ( 3);

(c) Sub_�t.i.t.ut_i_on of the word "or" for "of"
after the word "base" in subsection 5(c);

(d) _]j,,s_e,rJ.i.on of the words "specialised
scientific fields. The" before the word
"physical" �n subsection (6).

( e) .s.u.b_s_t_i_t.u.t.i.o_ci. of the words "standard of
weight" for "standard or weight" in
subsection (12).

Substitution of the words "National Standards" 
for "National Standard" • 

. c.1.a.u_s_e_§.: .S.SJ.b.s.t.i.t,u.t_iB.Q_ of a standards" for II standard" • 

. c.1.a.u:5.e_J..9: §.u.b.s_t_i_t_u_t_.j,_o_l]. of the word "day II for "date" in 
subsection (1) • 

. U.r.s_t_ _S_c.lJ.e_dul�: (a) .s.u_b_s,t.i_t_LJ.(-!..tm of the word 11 radiation 11 
for 11 rediation" in the definition of 
"time"; 

(b) .I.n.s.e.r_t_i_o_n_ of a 11comma11 after 11 electrons 11 

in 11 Noto." •

.?.e.c.o.n.d. .ss:.h..eAl!.1.�_: -��sJ;.i.t,u_t_i_o_n_ of the word "cuts" for "cut" 
and the words II an arc" for II and are" in 
the definition of "Plane angle" • 

.T.h.i.r,d. ��c.l'J.e.i=1_l,l_le: JAs.e.r.t.i.o..r.:.i. of a :i comma" after "Electric 
potential", "volt potential difference", 
"Absorbed dose" and "imparted kerma11 

under "Physical Quantity" • 

. Fourth_Schedule: (a) Substitution of 11 1° 11 for 111°'" ond 
insertion of 11 rad11 for both minute 
and second in the definition of 
11 plane angular measure". 

( b) .s.u.b.9.t.i_t__u.t.:i,..o_n of the word "uni ts"
for "unit" in "Note".

On a motion by the Minister, Finance, in the Ministry of 
Economic Planning and Finance, the Bill was read the third time 
and .P.a.o_s_l;l_g as ,a_'lle_n_r;:I� in Cammi ttee. 

/.. . 



'· 

ll. 

The Speaker extended Christmas and New Year Greetings to 
Members, the Staff and members of the PnA§ lffld Radio, 

The Prime Minister, Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud and Mr. M.F. 
Singh reciprocated the greetings. 

AJ!J.QLJ.R_N}IJ:!ll 

At 6.23 p.m., on a motion by the Vice-President, 
Parliamentary Affairs and Party/State Relations, the Assembly was 
adjourned to a date to be fixed. 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 
Georgetown. 
24th December, 1981 
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