
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ORDER PAPER

FOR THE 65TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION

(2012 - 2013) OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA TO BE HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 12TH DECEMBER, 2013

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

----------------------------------------

BUSINESS FOR SITTING

PRAYERS

OATH OF A NEW MEMBER-

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT-

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS-

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

Annual Report of the Rights of the Child Commission for the year 2011.

(To be Circulated)
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2.

(2) By the Minister of Finance:

(i) The Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices

(Emoluments) Order 2013 – Nol. 37 of 2013.

(To be Circulated)

(ii) The Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Order 2013 – No. 38 of

2013.

(To be Circulated)

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-

ORAL QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-

For Written Reply

TEMPORARY COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS FOR AMERINDIAN

DEVELOPMENT FUND

Member Asking: Mr. Ronald Bulkan, M.P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Amerindian Affairs

(i) Can the Hon. Minister provide the National Assembly with the system for recruitment

of temporary Community Support Officers associated with the pilot phase of the

Amerindian Development Fund channeled through UNDP, financed by the Guyana

REDD + Development Fund (GRIF), and focused on 27 pre-selected Amerindian

communities?
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3.

(ii) Provide the National Assembly with the advertisement(s) showing the eligibility

criteria for recruitment of these CSOs?

(iii) Demonstrate to the National Assembly how the recruitment process for these CSOs

was actually operated?

(iv) Provide the National Assembly with the exact instructions under which each of the

CSOs are now operating, and to detail the areas and scope for which they been given

administrative discretion?

(Notice Paper No. 243 (Q 165 Opp. 163) published on 2013-10-04)

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS-

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS-

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON

DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND

MOVED BY A MINISTER-

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Presentation and First Readings

1. WILDLIFE IMPORT AND EXPORT BILL 2013 –Bill No. 20/2013

The Minister of Natural Resources and the Environment, on behalf of the

Government, to present the following Bill:
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4.

A BILL intituled AN ACT to regulate international trade of Guyana’s wildlife and

to enable Guyana to fulfill its obligations under the Convention on International

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, Washington, 1973.

2. LOCAL AUTHORITIES (ELECTIONS) (AMENDMENT) BILL 2013 – Bill No.

21/2013

The Minister of Local Government and Regional Development, on behalf of the

Government, to present the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Local Authorities (Elections) Act

to provide for the postponement of elections of councilors of local

democratic organs.

PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

MOTIONS

1. CONSIDERATION OF FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 1/2013

Assembly to resolve itself into Committee of Supply.

In Committee of Supply

The Minister of Finance to signify the recommendation or consent of the Cabinet and to move

the following motion:
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BE IT RESOLVED:

Financial Paper No. 1/2013 – Statement of Excess (Current and Capital)

Estimates totalling $3,384,528,708 for the period ended 31st December, 2013.

(Notice Paper No. 253 (M 85 Govt 27) published on 2013-11-08)

(Paper presented on 2013-11-07)

2. CONSIDERATION OF FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 2/2013

Assembly to resolve itself into Committee of Supply.

In Committee of Supply

The Minister of Finance to signify the recommendation or consent of the Cabinet and to move

the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

Financial Paper No. 2/2013 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) -

Advances made from the Contingencies Fund, totalling $1,261,596,480 for the period

13th August, 2013 to 5th November, 2013.

(Notice Paper No. 254 (M 86 Govt 28) published on 2013-11-08)

(Paper presented on 2013-11-07)

3. CONSIDERATION OF FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 3/2013

Assembly to resolve itself into Committee of Supply.

In Committee of Supply

The Minister of Finance to signify the recommendation or consent of the Cabinet and to move

the following motion:
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BE IT RESOLVED:

Financial Paper No. 3/2013 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital)

totalling $7,737,984,510 for the period ended 31st December, 2013.

(Notice Paper No. 255 (M 87 Govt 29) published on 2013-11-08)

(Paper presented on 2013-11-07)

BILLS – Second Readings

4. GUYANA CRICKET ADMINISTRATION BILL 2012 – Bill No. 31/2012 published

on 2012-12-20

The Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport to move the second reading of the

following Bill, which was referred to a Special Select Committee:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to make provisions for the incorporation of

autonomous national cricket administrative organizations in Guyana and

to provide for other matters connected therewith.

(Read a first time and committed to the Special Select Committee on 2012-12-20)

Please note that the abovementioned Report was laid in the National Assembly on 7th August,

2013.

5. LAND SURVEYORS (PROFESSION) BILL 2013 – Bill No. 16/2013 published on

2013-06-26

The Minister of Natural Resources and the Environment to move the second reading

of the following Bill:
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7.

A BILL intituled AN ACT to make provision for the establishment of a Board of

Land Surveyors, the registration and licensing of land surveyors, the regulation of

the practice of land surveying and for connected matters.

(Read a first time on 2013-06-27)

6. PROCUREMENT (AMENDENT) BILL 2013 – Bill No. 17/2013 published on

2013-11-07

The Minister of Finance to move the second reading the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Procurement Act.

(Read a first time on 2013-11-07)

MOTIONS

*7. SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MR. DOODNAUTH SINGH, S.C. FORMER

ATTORNEY GENERAL AND MINISTER OF LEGAL AFFAIRS

The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That we the Members of the National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana –

 place on record our profound grief at the great loss to the Parliament of

Guyana by the death of Mr. Doodnauth Singh, S.C., Former Attorney

General and Minister of Legal Affairs on 21st August, 2013, after a

prolonged illness;

 pay tribute to the committed and distinguished service which he rendered

to Guyana and to its Parliament; and
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8.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of our heartfelt sympathy

be conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.

(Notice Paper No. 258 (M 90 Govt 30) published on 2013-11-19)

*8. COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the House selected nine (9) members to the Parliamentary Committee on

Selection of the 10th Parliament on February 10, 2012;

AND WHEREAS the House selected four (4) members for the governing PPP/C, four (4)

members for the opposition APNU and one (1) member for the opposition AFC;

AND WHEREAS the allocation of a nine (9) member Committee of Selection was by

way of an amendment by the combined APNU/AFC opposition to the motion tabled by the

Leader of the House for a ten (10) member Committee with five (5) for PPP/C, four (4) APNU

and one (1) AFC;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 94(1) provides for “each Select Committee being

so constituted to ensure that, as far as possible, the balance of parties in the National Assembly

be reflected in the Committee”;
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9.

AND WHEREAS the existing balance of the parties in the 10th Parliament is as follows:

PPP/C: 32 seats

APNU: 26 seats

AFC: 7 seats

AND WHEREAS the balance of the parties in the existing Committee of Selection does

not conform to Standing Order No. 94(1),

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the decision of the House on the composition of the Parliamentary

Committee of Selection be declared inconsistent with Standing Order 94(1);

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED:

That the House takes immediate steps to ensure that the composition of the

Parliamentary Committee of Selection is brought into conformity with Standing

Order No. 94(1); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the currently constituted Committee of Selection be prevented from

discharging its functions under Standing Order No. 81.

(Notice Paper No. 24 (M7  Govt 4) published on 2012-03-07)

BILLS – COMMITTEE AND THIRD READINGS

*9. TELECOMMUNICATIONS BILL 2012 – Bill No. 18/2012 published on 2012-08-09

The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the

Special Select Committee has reported thereon:
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10.

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the establishment of the

Telecommunications Agency and for a regular, coordinated, open and competitive

telecommunications sector and for matters incidental thereto or connected therewith.

(Read a first time on 2012-08-09)
(Read a second time and referred to a Special Select Committee on 2013-11-07)

*10. PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2012 – Bill No.

17/2012 published on 2012-08-09

The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the

Special Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Public Utilities Commission Act.

(Read a first time on 2012-08-09)

(Read a second time and referred to a Special Select Committee on 2013-11-07)

(ii) PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Reading

11. THE MARRIED PERSONS (PROPERTY) (AMENDMENT) BILL 2013 – Bill

No. 9 of 2013 published on 2013-06-14

Mrs. Deborah Backer, M.P., to move the second reading of the following Bill:

A Bill intituled AN ACT to amend the Married Persons (Property) Act.

(Read a first time on 2013-06-13)

/…11

*Not to be proceeded with at this sitting



11.

MOTIONS

12. REINTRODUCTION OF THE BERBICE RIVER FERRY SERVICE FROM NEW

AMSTERDAM T0 KWAKWANI

Mr. Trevor Williams, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the Berbice River Ferry previously served a number of Communities from

New Amsterdam to Kwakwani, providing critical and affordable transportation to hundreds of

Guyanese families and their goods to and from the Berbice Coast;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Guyana with no explanation unilaterally removed

this critical service which linked the hinterland with the Coast;

AND WHEREAS individuals, families, organizations and institutions from Communities

of the Berbice River benefitted from this service in the past and now have to severely alter their

way of life to the extent of relocating and abandoning their primary economic activity;

AND WHEREAS many of these communities have now become abandoned and deserted

due to lack of significant economic activities;

AND WHEREAS many young people can no longer embrace a future in Agricultural

activities to further develop themselves;

AND WHEREAS this Ferry service remains a critical component to the development of

the Berbice Riverain Communities;
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12.

AND WHEREAS other far flung areas in Guyana which remain accessible by river

mainly Northwest, Bartica and Essequibo Coast have had the ferry services maintained, thereby

providing critical support to residents and facilitating the transport of large scale commodities,

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly immediately calls on the Government of Guyana to restore

this service thereby reviving those communities and giving hope and stability to the many

Guyanese who wish to venture into Agricultural entrepreneurship.

(Notice Paper No. 256 (M 88 Opp 52) published on 2013-11-13)

13. RESTORATION OF THE ANNUAL SUBVENTION/GRANT TO THE

CRITCHLOW LABOUR COLLEGE

Mr. Trevor Williams, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the Critchlow Labour College through its three Campuses in Georgetown,

Linden and Berbice served to educate thousands of Guyanese, both adult and youth, for decades

and giving many a second chance at educating themselves;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Guyana, both PNC and PPP/C, through the

Ministry of Finance, provided a subvention to the Critchlow Labour College thereby subsidising

the cost of education to thousands of Guyanese from all walks of life;

AND WHEREAS through the benefit of this subvention the Critchlow Labour College

successfully entered into partnerships for developing education within Guyana and abroad with

reputable institutions;
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AND WHEREAS through its offering of academic courses hundreds of young Guyanese

entered and re-entered the job market and rose through the ranks to become highly skilled and

successful professionals;

AND WHEREAS parents and guardians alike were able to access affordable education at

a convenient time, thereby developing themselves and making their families more stable;

AND WHEREAS after the withdrawal of this subvention the institution eventually

collapsed thereby bringing to ruin the hopes and aspirations of thousands of young Guyanese

from all walks of life;

AND WHEREAS the Critchlow Labour College now offers a significantly reduced

curriculum thereby limiting the options of those desiring higher education,

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly calls on the Government of Guyana to restore the full

subvention thereby allowing the Critchlow Labour College to be re-opened to its full

capacity.

(Notice Paper No. 257 (M 89 Opp 53) published on 2013-11-13)

14. THE BROADCASTING (AMENDMENT) BILL 2013 – BILL NO. 19 OF 2013

Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly, in accordance with Standing Order No.

52(1), grant leave for the introduction and first reading of the Broadcasting

(Amendment) Bill 2013 – Bill No. 19 of 2013:-
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A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Broadcasting Act.

(Notice Paper No. 259 (M 91 Opp 54) published on 2013-11-21)

If leave is granted, the Clerk shall read aloud the title of the Bill.

*15. THE APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION OF INQUIRY TO INVESTIGATE

THE INCIDENCE OF CRIMINAL VIOLENCE FROM 2004 TO 2010 IN

GUYANA

Brig. (Ret’d) David Granger, M.S.S., M.P., Leader of the Opposition, to move the

following motion:

WHEREAS, Article 138(1) of the Constitution of the Republic of Guyana prescribes that

no person shall be deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution of the sentence of a

court in respect of an offence under the Laws of Guyana of which he has been convicted;

AND WHEREAS in accordance with the Commission of Inquiry Act, Chapter 19:03,

“The President may issue a commission appointing one or more commissioners and authorizing

such commissioner or commissioners to inquire into any matter in which an inquiry would, in the

opinion of the President, be for the public welfare”;

AND WHEREAS this country has witnessed a pattern of unlawful killing of

undetermined numbers of persons – including assassinations; executions; murders; extra-judicial

killings by members of the Guyana Police Force Target Special Squad and other forms of

criminal violence in Guyana during a period of ‘troubles’ on the East Coast and East Bank of

Demerara and elsewhere – which were harmful to the public welfare;
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15.

AND WHEREAS several of these killings have been of a deliberate and systematic

nature – particularly those which occurred at Agricola; Bartica; Buxton; Eccles; Lindo Creek;

Lusignan and Bel Air, Bourda and Kitty in Georgetown – which can be classified as massacres

and have engendered alarm and despondency among the population;

AND WHEREAS some killings involved members of the Guyana Police Force, the

Guyana Defence Force and unidentified criminal gangs in which gangsters were equipped with a

variety of electronic ‘eavesdropping’ equipment, weapons and vehicles that were provided with

assistance and support by members of the Guyana Police Force;

AND WHEREAS commissions of inquiry and coroners’ inquests have not been

conducted into some unnatural deaths and criminal investigation reports by the Guyana Police

Force, with regard to the most egregious of these crimes, have often been inconclusive;

AND WHEREAS the National Assembly is the supreme legislative forum of our

Republic wherein the people’s elected representatives discuss and determine matters of national

interest and which is obliged to consider the grave threats to the public welfare and public

security which prevailed during the aforesaid period of the ‘troubles’ and which remain

substantially uninvestigated,

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly condemns the killing of citizens of Guyana which

occurred during the period of the ‘troubles’ and expresses its concern that commissions

of inquiry have not been convened to investigate the unlawful killings, including the

assassination of a Minister of the Government in April, 2006, on the East Coast of

Demerara;
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16.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly calls upon the President of Guyana, in accordance

with the Commission of Inquiry Act, Chapter 19:03, to appoint a Commission of Inquiry

to inquire into the unlawful killing of citizens during the years 2004 to 2010.

(Notice Paper No. 112 (M47  Opp 29) published on 2012-12-12)

*16. PREVENTING HONOURABLE CLEMENT ROHEE, M.P., MINISTER OF

HOME AFFAIRS FROM SPEAKING IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

The Assembly to resume the debate on the following motion after the Committee

of Privileges has reported thereon:

WHEREAS Article 171(1) of the Constitution provides that subject to the provisions of

this Constitution and of the rules of procedure of the National Assembly, any member of the

Assembly may introduce any Bill or propose any motion for debate in, or may present any

Petition to the Assembly and the same shall be debated and disposed of according to the rules of

the procedure of the Assembly;

AND WHEREAS Article 165(1) of the Constitution provides that, subject to the

provisions of this Constitution the National Assembly may regulate its own procedure and may

make rules for that purpose;

AND WHEREAS on the 25th day of July, 2012, Brig. (Ret.’d) David Granger moved a

motion in the National Assembly of No Confidence in the Hon. Clement Rohee, M.P., as

Minister of Home Affairs and called for his immediate removal, and dismissal from office;
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17.

AND WHEREAS on the 30th day of July, 2012, Resolution No. 18 of 2012, was passed

by the National Assembly in accordance with the said motion;

AND WHEREAS the Hon. Clement Rohee, M.P., is a member of the Cabinet of Guyana

with the portfolio of the Minister of Home Affairs;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 47 Rule 10 of the Standing Orders of the National

Assembly provides that “Nothing in this Standing Order shall be taken to deprive the Assembly

of the power of proceeding against any Member according to any Resolution of the Assembly”;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 113 of the said Standing Orders of the National

Assembly provides that “In any matter not herein provided for, resort shall be had to the usage

and practice of the House of Commons Assembly of Parliament of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland, which shall be followed as far as the same, may be applicable to the Assembly, and not

inconsistent with these Standing Orders or with the practice of the Assembly”;

AND WHEREAS the practice and convention in the House of Commons of England is

that a Minister who loses a no confidence motion, resigns as Minister,

BE IT RESOLVED:

That since the National Assembly, by National Assembly Resolution No. 18 of

2012, has expressed no confidence in the performance of the Honourable Clement Rohee,

M.P. as Minister of Home Affairs, that he be prevented from speaking in the National

Assembly so long as he is purporting to carry out the functions of Minister of Home

Affairs as published in the Official Gazette.

(Notice Paper No. 104 (M45  Opp 27) published on 2012-11-22)

(Referred to Committee of Privileges on 2012-11-22 in accordance with Standing
Order No. 91)
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*17. PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2012 – No. 15/2012

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly, in accordance with Standing Order No. 52(1), grant

leave for the introduction and first reading of the Public Utilities Commission

(Amendment) Bill 2012 – Bill No. 15/2012 –

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Public Utilities Commission Act.

(Notice Paper No. 96 (M38  Opp 22) published on 2012-08-02)

If leave is granted, the Clerk shall read aloud the title of the Bill.

*18. TELECOMMUNICATIONS BILL 2012 – Bill No. 16/2012

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly, in accordance with Standing Order No. 52(1), grant

leave for the introduction and first reading of the Telecommunications Bill 2012 – Bill

No. 16/2012 –

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the establishment of the

Telecommunication Agency and for a regular, coordinated, open and competitive

telecommunications sector and for matters incidental thereto or connected

therewith.

(Notice Paper No. 97 (M39  Opp 23) published on 2012-08-02)
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If leave is granted, the Clerk shall read aloud the title of the Bill.

BILL – Committee and Third Reading

*19. OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL 2012 – No.

8/2012 published on 2012-08-10

The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special

Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to set out the responsibilities and authority of

the Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly of Guyana and to provide

for the establishment and administration of an independent Office of the Clerk of

the National Assembly.

(Read a first time on 2012-08-09)

(Read a second time and committed to the Special Select Committee on 2012-12-17)

(iii) COMMITTEES BUSINESS

MOTION

20. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON

THE DEEDS REGISTRY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2012 – BILL NO. 11 OF 2012

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (Chairman of the Special

Select Committee on the Deeds Registry (Amendment) Bill 2012) to move the following

motion:
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BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Report of the Special Select Committee on the Deeds Registry

(Amendment) Bill 2012 – Bill No. 11/2012 be adopted.

(Notice Paper No. 226 (M 78 Committee 4) published on 2013-07-18)

BILLS – THIRD READING

21. THE DEEDS REGISTRY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2012 – Bill No. 11/2012 published

on 2012-07-10

In accordance with Standing Orders No. 58(4), the Attorney General and Minister of

Legal Affairs (Chairman of the Special Select Committee on the Deeds Registry

(Amendment) Bill 2012) to move the third reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Deeds Registry Act.

(Read a first time on 2012-07-12)

(Read a second time and committed to the Special Select Committee on 2012-08-02)

………………………………………
S.E. ISAACS

Clerk of the National Assembly
PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

6th December, 2013.


