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ORDINANCE No. 15 OF 1911. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Spirits Ordinance, 1905. 

[2nd August, 1911. J 

BE it. enacted by the Govcrno1· of B ritish Guiaua, with the advice 
an d consent of t,he Cour t of .Policy t h ereof, as follows: -

1. Sect.ion nineteen of the Spirits Ordinance, 1905 (hereinafter 
referred to as the Principal Ordinance) is h ereby amended as 
follows:-

( 1) Sub-clause (h) of sub-section (1) shall be construed and 
h ave effect as if the words " Chief Commissary " were inserted 
ther ein aL the encl i nstead of t he word '' Governor.'' 

(2) Sub-section (5) is hereby repealed aml Lhe following sub
section sh all be deemed to be inserted in lieu thereof : -
(5) vVhere any ch ange is intended Io be made in the level 

of any spiri ts receiver, or vat, or wh en any repairs or 
alterations are intended to be made, to any spirits r eceive,r 
or vat, 1he distiller sha.11 g ive written notice thereof to the 
Com missary at least seven clays before such change is made: 
Provided that no surh notice sh all b f' necessary in order t-0 
effect, the repa ir of any spirits- r eceiver, vat or o th er vessel 
or u te nsil damagrrl by unavoidable accident, or founrl rlefec
t,ive under circumst ances that could not. be foreseen, bu t, the 
Commissary is to be 11otified for thwith of any such repairs 
that may be made. An y distiller making default in com
plying with this requirement sh all be liablf' to a p enalty 
not. <1xceeding Oil<'· hundred dollars . 

2. Sub-section ( 4) of section twenty-thr ee of t he Principal Ordi
n ance is hereby repealed and th e following sub-secliou shall be 
deemed to be i nserted in the said section in lieu thereof : -

(4) If, upon analysis by t he Government Analyst who shall 
from t-ime to timf1 determine by analysis the obscuratiou in 
any sample of low wines, feints, or spir its from a di~til1ery, 
any su ch sample submitted by the Chie f Commissary for the 
purpose is found to be obscured to a greater extent than four 
degrees of strength as indicated by Sik es' Hydrom eter, such 
low wines, feints or spirits shall be deemed to have been 
fraud ulen tly dealt with, and the distiller shall be liable to a 
peualt-y not exceeding two hundred dollars: Provided that com
pounds prepar ed hy a distiller holdin g a licence nnder the 
Bitters and Cordials Ordina_,nce, 1890, shall not be snbj ect to 
the provisions of this sub-section . 

3. The " recorcl book " required to be kept by a distiller under 
section twen ty-four of the Principal Ordina11ce shall hereafte r be 
called the " charge book ." 

4. The words " such abstract shall show the transactions for 
each comp leted distillation period " in sub-section (1) and the 
whole of sub-section (2) of section twenty-six of the Principal Ordi
nance are hereby repealed . 
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5. Section twenty-seven 
amended as follows : -

of the Principal Ordinance is hereby ~f~ee~ii:;:n:7 
of Ord. 1 of 

(1) The following proviso shall be added at the end of sub
section (1) :-
Provided that at end of a distilling period a balance of spirits 

being not sufficient in quantity to fill a puncheon of the 
ordinary capacity may be r etained by a distiller in his spirit 
store. 

(2) The follgwing shall be inserted as sub-section (2), and sub
sections (2) and (3) shall be re-numbered (3) and (4) :-
(2) No further distilling per iod shall be commenced until all 

spirits from the pr evious distilling period have been drawn off 
into casks and the weighing account taken. 

6. Sub-section (2) of section thirty-seven of the Principal Orcli
nance is he-reby repealed and t he following sub-section shall be 
deemed to be inserted in the said section i 11 lieu thereof: -

(2) Spirits which have been remover! from the store may be 
brought back into store, for r e-dist.illation, or, for such other 
purpose and under such condit ions as the Chief Commissary 
may approve. 

7. Sub-section (2) of section thirty-nine of the Principal Ordi
nance is hereby r epealed and the follo,wing sub-section shall be 
deemed to be, insert ed in the said section in lieu thereof : -

(2) Each t ime the stock of a distiller is taken as aforesaid, the 
Commissary shall take a sample of spirits from such receivers, 
vats, or other vessels con taining coloured spirits a.s he may 
think fit, and shall snbrnjt all such samples taken at one t ime 
from a dist-illery, mixed together , to the Government Analyst, 
in order that he may determine by analysis and certify the 
apparent and the true quantity of spirits at proof in such 
mixed sample. 

8. Sub-section (1) of section forty is hereby repealed and the 
following sub-section shall be deemed to be inser ted in the said 
section in lieu ther eof : -

(1) It shall be lawful for a distiller to re-distil or destroy any 
refuse matter or sediment r emoved by him from his spirit 
st-or e, r eceivers and vats, and the Commissary shall Pnter in 
the distillery stock book the quantity of spirits, computed at 
proof contained in such refuse matter or sedimen t a1· the timr 
of removal from such receivers or vat s. 
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9. Section forty-two of the Principal Ordinance shall be con- Amendment 
strued and have effect as if t he followino- words were, add-eel at of Section 42 5 of Ord. l of t he end thereof: - 1905. 

" and goods warehoused in such warehouses shall be subject 
to t,he same rules and regulations t hat govern goods ware
housed in any warehouse approved of under the Customs Ordi
nance, 1884-, or any Ordinance amending the same." 

10. In sub-section (3) of section forty-four of the Principal Ordi- tm~!iuo":\
4 nance the paragraphs numbered (ri),(b) and (c) at the end thereof of Ord. 1 of 

. 1905. 
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are h ereby repealed and the following table shall be d eemed to be 
inserted at the end of the said section in lieu thereof(l) : -

For periods not exceeding 

One Week 
Three Weeks 
One Month 
Two .Months 

Ordinary Loss. 

1 per cent. 
1~ per cent. 
2 per cent. 
2½ per cent. 

Special Loss. 

1 per cent. 
l per cent. 
1 per cent. 
l½ per cent. 

11. Section forty-seven of the P rincipal Ordinance is hereby 
repealed and the following section sh all be, deemed to be, inserted in 
the said Ordinance in lieu thereof: -

4 7. If any spirits stored in a spirit warehouse are not. removed 
wit hin two years from t he date on which t he same were first 
deposited therein, i t shall be lawful for t he Comptroller or 
Chief Commissary after one month's notice in the Official 
(/.a zette, to sell the same, by public auction, an d to deduct 
from the proceeds of such sale the amount of storage clue for 
th e same, and the b alance of such pro,~eeds, after payment of 
the d uty due upon such spirits, shall be paid t o the owner 
thereof on his application: Provided that 110 such action shall, 
be taken if the, spirits that have b een two years in a spirit 
warehouse are re-war ehoused by t"h e proprietor of the goods 
at t h e terminah on of each biennial period and provided any 
duties du e on excessive deficien ces, r ent , or at.her ch arges 
clemaudecl by th e Comptroller or Chief Commissary or other 
proper officer are duly paid at the time of such re-war ehousing. 

12. The provisio at the encl of section sixty-two of the Principal 
Ordinance is hereby repealed . 

13. Section sixty-t-hree of t he Principal Ordinance is her eby 
repealed and the foll owing section shall be deemed to be inser ted 
in the said Ordinance, in lieu thereof: -

63.- (1) A distiller in t h e case ,of spirits in his spirit store, 
and t he owner of the spir its in a spirit warehouse for the 
storage of spir it s intended for exportat ion, m ay, on giving due 
n otice and executing a bond, remove the spirits for exporta
tion without paym ent of duty t hereon, and all sur;h spirits 
shall b e r emoved in accordance with the provisions of any law 
or r egulation for the time being in for ce, relating t o customs. 

(2) The not.ice must be delivered to the proper officer before the 
time when the spirits are to be removed, and must, specify t he 
number of packages intended to be shipped, the gross number 
of gallons and t he aver age strength of t he spirits contained 
in such packages, in order that these particulars may b e veri
fied by the record of the spirits bonded, the time and place 
of the intended shipment, and the name, description and 
destination of the vessel. 

(3) Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall prevent the 
Governor-in-Council from appointing stations for t.he re-exam
ination of spir its in transit from a distillery to an exporting 

t ~ ew Table inserted by SPctioo 2 of Ordinrnce No. 18 of 1917. 
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ship under such regulations as may be made from t ime to time 
for that purpose. 

14. Sub-seetion two ol' se<.:tiou u inety-three of the Pri11cipal 
Ordinance is hereby repealed and the following sub-section shall be 
deemed tc be inser t ed in the said Ordinance in lieu ther eof : -

(2) Every person possessing spirits exceeding in quant ity a pint 
shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to be in 
unlawful possession thereof, u nless-
(11) He is a distiller, corn.pou nder, or au thorized methylator 

or retailer, and it has come legally into his possession as 
such ; or 

( b) H e is in possession u nder permit for it s removal, or 
having been legally empowered to remove it, is in possession 
ther eof for t he p u rpose of such removal; or 

( r) Such spirits have been legally sold, delivered or disposed 
of to him under section sev•enteen of the Wine, et c., Licences 
Ordinance, 1868, or u nder sub-section (2) of section thirty
eight of this Ordinance; and if such spirits have been 
obtained in separat e quar ts from any retailer· a t separ ate 
times and not under a permit , the pu rchaser has obtained 
a receipt in writing for the purchase money paid for ~he 
same, and showing the quantity of spirits for which and the 
t ime when it was paid ; or 

(cl) H e is t he holder of a special licence fro-m the Governo,r
in -Cou ncil to distil spirits in accor dance with section fifteen 
of this Ordinance. 

15. I n this Ordinance and in the P rincipal Ordinance, all r efer
ences to weights and measures shall be d·eemed to be references t o 
the standard weights and measures specified in the ,veigh ts and 
Measures Ordinance, 1851. (1) 

16. Every entry requir ed by this Ordinance to be made in any 
book, return or record sh all be made in ink or other indelible 
material. 

17. I n the P rincipal Ordinance sections forty-four, fort y-seven , 
forty-eight, fifty-five, fifty-eight and ninety-t wo shall be, construed 
and have e-ffect as if after the word " Compt roller " the words 
'' or Chief Co1111nissary '' were add·ed in each instance. 
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18. In this Ordinance and in the Principal Ordinance, u nless lntorpr<'!a-
t he cont.ext otherwise requires: - tirn, o f krnis. 

"Spirits W arehouse" includes any Colonial Bonded War ehouse 
appointed under Customs law. 

" Still " means any pot, cauldron, boiler , copper o-r other vessel 
or receptacle whatever used or capable of being used for the 
heat.ing of wash in order to distil spirits. 
Distilling period " means the t ime from which the notice 
required under section twenty is given to begin distilling 
operations u ntil the notice required und er t he same section 
terminating the period is given. 

" R eceiver " includes vat. 

19. This Ordinance may be cited as the Spirits Ordinance, 1905, short t i tle 
Amendment Or dinance, 1911, and shall be read as one with the a_nd construe-
Spirits Ordinance, 1905. t,on 

1 See under H Weigbt.s a11tl }leasures." 
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