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ORDINANCE No. 31 OF 1918. 

AN O RDINAN CE to render a t tested copies of reports of 
Cargo made outside the Colony receivable as evi
dence within the Colony. 

[ 17th A ugust, 1918. J 
B E it enacted by t he Governor of British Guiana, with the advice 

aucl consen t of the Court of .Policy thereof, as follows :-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Customs Ordiuance, 1884, 
Amendment Ordinance, 1918, aud shall be read as oue wit h the 
Customs Ordinance, 1884, hereinafter referred t o as the P rincipal 
Ordinance, aud with auy amending Ordinance. 

2. l u any p rosecution or other legal proceeding8 under the 
Principal Ordinance a copy of auy report of cargo or of auy other 
d ocu ment dealing with the import or export of goods, declared to 
by the master of the ship or b is agent or _by any impor ter or 
exporter before the Comptroller or proper officer of Customs at any 
port outside the Colony shall be receivable in evidence: P rovided 
that such copy shall have annexed to it an affidavit or declaration 
in writing that the same is a t rue and authen tic copy by tlie said 
Coinptroller or proper officer of Customs made before and purport
ing to be attested under the hand and seal of any magistrate, 
Justice of the P eace or N ot ary Public of the said port. 

SHOPS. 

ORDINANCE Nu. 28 OF 1913. 

AN O RDINANCE to provide for the .Early Closing of 
Shops and for limiting the hours of work of Shop 
.Assistants. 

[ 31st December , 1913. J 
I_) E it en/lctecl by Lhe Governor of B ritish Gu iana, with the advice 
U and consent of t he Cour t of P olicy thereof, as follows : -

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Shops Ordinance, 1913. 
2. Iu th is Ordinance, the expression " ~hop " includes any 

premises in Georgetown or New Amsterdam uot specially exempted 
hereu nder, where any retail trade or business is cauied on , anJ 
includes a11y store, shop, room, shed, stall, or yarJ in Georgetown 
or New Amsterd am liable to an annual •general t rade licence and 
not specially exempted hereu ndel'. 

The expression " shop assistant " means any person ·wholly or 
mainly employed in a shop in connexion with the serviug of cus
tomers or the r eceipt of orders or the despatch of goods . 

The expression '' occup ier '' means t he person registered as the 
holder of the annual general licence, and shall include the at torney, 
agent or manager of such holder . 
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3. Save as in sectio11 six hereof provided no occup ier of any 
shop within the limits o.E the city of Georgetown for which he 
is required by law to take out an annual general trade licence 
of :fifty dollars or upwards shall open such shop before the hour 
of 6 a.m. or kee1i such shop open after the hour of 4 p .m ., and 110 

occupier of an y shop within the limits of the eity of Georgetown 
for which he is required by law to take out an annual general 
t,rade licence of less than fifty dollars shall open such shop before 
the hour of 6 a.m. or keep such shop open after the hour of 8 p .m . 

4. Save as in section six hereo f p1·ovided no occupier of any shop 
wilhin the limits of the LowH of New Amsterdam shall open such 
shop before the hour of G a .111. 01· keep such shop open after the 
hour of 8 p.m. 

5. - ( l ) ln all sho 1,s "· half holiua y shall be aJluwed in each week, 
which shall be Saturday : L'rovided that the occupier of any shop 
shall have the option of substituting for the half holiday on Satur
llay a h alf holiday 011 such alternate day ,ls shall be fixed by the 
.Mayor and Town Council uf Georgetown for the city of George
Lown aHer Laki11g by ballo t, Lhe opinion or the occupiers of shops 
within the limits of the city of Georgetown as registered with the 
Chief Commissary, and by the Mayor and Town Council of New 
Amsterdam for t,he town of New Amsterdam after taking by 
ballot the OJJiniou of t he occupiers of shops within the limits of the 
Lown as so registered. 

(2) On payment of a registration fee of one dollaT an occupier 
tihall be registered by the lnspector General of l'olice in one or morn 
r'egister books kept by him or by h is authority for t.bat lJUl'['OSe, as 
having exercised such option and such register book or a certified 
extract therefrom shall be conclusive evidence of the exei:ci~e of 
tiUCh option. Any occupiers so registered may al any time rer1uest 
the ] nspector General in writing to cancel the registr ation and t he 
same shall t hereupon be cancelled and t he obligation of a Saturday 
half holiday shall thereupon r e-apply to the said shop: Provided 
Lhat it shall not be lawful for the occupier of the shop to clia.11ge 
Lhe day oftener than once in any period of three months and that 
unless the opt ion is exercised in the manner aforesaid the half
holiday shall be deemed to be Saturday. 

(3) On half holidays no shop assistant shall be employed after 
the hour of 1 p.m. and after Lhat hour no shop shall be kept open. 

( 4) Subject to the approval of the Governor -in-Council the 
i\iayor and Town Uouncil of Georgetown or the Mayor and Town 
Council of New Amsterdam, if satisfied that it is advisable, may a(; 
any t ime not later thau one year from the said ballot take th~ 
opinion of the register ed shopkeepers by a fresh ballot and may :fix 
,my day chosen by such ballot as the alternative day for t he half 
holiday, and the same shall thereupon be the alternative clay in 
lieu of the day originally chosen. 

(5) The Governor-in-Council may make regulations for the hold
ing of ballot s as aforesaid and may alter or r evoke any regulations 
so made. 

6.-(1) Where the half holiday is not Saturday the occupier of 
any shop within the limits of the city of Georgetown for which 
he is required by law to take out an annual general trade licence of 
fifty dollars or upwards may keep open such sliop on Saturday until 
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the hour of 6 p .m. but no longer and the occupier of any shop 
within the limits of the city of Georgetow11 for which he is required 
by law to take out an annual general trade licence of less than 
fifty dollars may keep ope11 such shop on Saturday uutil the hou.: 
of 10 p.m. but no longer. 

(2) W here bhe half holiday is not JlaLurday any shop within 
the limits of the town of New Amsterdam may keep ope11 such 
shop on Saturday until the hour of 10 p.m. but no longer. 

91 

7. Save as hereinafter provided 110 shop assistant shall be -';Loura or. 
employed in any shop afLer Lhe closing hour of such shop. i:ihop As5isk,nts. 

8. Nothing in !,his Ordina11ce coutaiue<l shall render any person .i::xu111pLio11s. 

liable to a penalty: -
(1) Fo1· employing a 11y shop ass istant beyond any of the hours 

mentioned in sections three, four and five on the clay preceding 
any public general holiday; 

(2) For employing any shop. assistant on any day or days includ
ing half holidays from 15th to :nst December inclusive unt,il 
the' hour a t which such shop assistant is permitted by sectiou 
six to be employed. 

9. Nothing in Lhis Ordinance contained shall rumler any person Exempt ions. 

liable to any penalty-
(!) F or employing a11y shop assistant in ser ving after the closing 

hours mentioned in sections three, four, five and six any 
customer who was in the shop before those hours; 

(2) For employing any shop assistant after the clo::1i11g hours 
mentioned in sections three, four, five and six sol<?ly for the 
purpose of despat ching or delivering orders received before 
these hours or for closing the premises; 

Provided that in no case under this and the preceding sub
section shall any shop assistant be employed for any period 
longer than half an hour after the closing hour; 

(3) For employing in a shop paying an annual general licence of 
fifty dollars or upwards any shop assistant outside of the 
hours mentioned in sections three and four solely for the 
purpose of any periodical stock-taking usual in the class of 
trade carried on in such shop; 

(4) For employi11g any shop assistant in any chemist's or 
druggist's shop outside of t.he hours mentioned in sections 
th ree, four, fi.ve and six for the purpose of dispensing prescrip
tions or sel1ing drugs and medicines and medical appliances on 
the order of a medical p ractitioner or veterinary surgeon or 
solely for the use of any sick pel'son or animal. 

(Section 10 repealed mul 'llew section substituted b.11 Se~tion 2 of 
Ordinance No. 15 of 1919.) 

11. If the occupier of any shop shall open or fail to close such J.'cnattics. 

shop or shall employ any shop assistant in con travention of this 
Ordinance such occupier shall be guilty of au offence and on sum-
mary conviction shall be liable for a first offence to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty-five dollars, for a second offence to a penalty not 

• exceeding fifty dollars, and for a third and any subsequent offence 
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars. In default of 
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payment, any su ch penalty may be recovered in the manner pro
vided for by the Summary Con viction Offences (Procedure) 
Ordinance, 1893 (L) . 

12. ·where several l rades an<l businesses are carried on in lhe 
same shop and any of those trades or b usinesses a re of the class 
comprised in sectiou ten liereof the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall not apply lo anyLhiug <l one solely for the purpose of" t hose 
t rades or businesses . 

13. Th e Shop AssisLanb (JJ om s) Ord ina11ce, 1911, iti hereby 
repealed . 

14. This O rdi11a11cc shall come into upcntlion on th e lsl <lay of 
. January, 1914. 

OR.DIN ,\!\CE .. 'fo. 15 OF H119. 

~\ N Or:.DINANc1-: to t1,me11J t,he Shops CJnliua,ncc, Hll;:L 

[ 12tl I April, 1919. J 

B E it cnai.:Lerl by Lite Governor of Briti:-,11 G ui,u1a, with Lhe advice 
and consent of Lhe Court of Policy Lhereof, as follows: -

1. This Ordinance u1ay be ciLed as tbe Shops Ordi nance, l !.JB, 
Ameudment Ordiuaucl:', 191:1, and shall be r ead and construed as 
011e wit h the Shops Ordi11a11ce, 1913, hereiuafler referred Lo as 
the Principal Ordinance. 

2. Section le11 of tlie l'rincip al Or<li11 a11l'e i~ hereby repealed a nd 
the followiug section subs{ it-uled therefor: -

" 10. The closing hours p rescribed iu sections three lo six 
inclusive shall nol, apply:-
(1) To shops for the sale of butcher s· llleal, ice, bread, cakes, 

fruit., vegetablt·s, miJ.k, or non-ak obolic, aerated or minera l 
waters, or for the sale of cooked food for consumptio11 on 
the premises; provided that snbjecl to !he penalties herei n
after pr rscribecl such shops shall n,o( ope11 earlier I ban 5 a .111. 
or keep open la.Ler than 10.30 p. m. on Saturdays or !.J.aO 
p.m. on other days unless with special permission from thP. 
luspector General in writing which perlllissio11 shall nol be 
given a(. any one time for a lu11ger period t b:.i n one week, 
buL nothing ir1 L11is Orrlinanl'e sha ll prevent sutd1 shops from 
i,;e]ling ic-e a l, au y hour. 

('..!) To retail spirit, shops, holPI ban; and laverns provided 
l-haL sud1. shops and bar~, sHbjcct lo llie penalties herein
after prescribed, sh all not open (•,ulie.r than 6.30 ,~. m. or 
keep open Jaler !,hall 10.:),0 p.111. 011 Saturdays or !.J.30 p. 111. 
on other days. " 

3. The Shops Ordinance, J ~l:l , A111e11 dme11[. Ordinance, 1916, is 
hereby r epealed. 

- - -
1 See Ordinance No. l:.l of 1S93 under" Courts." 


