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LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION. 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH GUIANA. 

AND BE IT FURTHER KNOWN that on the ......... day oi ...... .. . 
. .... .... .. ... .... ..... .... L etters of Administration of ·au the estate (a) which by law 
devolves to and vests in the personal representative of the said intestate were 
granted by the Court abov.e mentioned to............. ........ of 

Dated the ...•.. . ......... .. ilay of .................. 19 

[L.S.] Registrar. 

ORDINANCE No. 17. OF 1917. 

(Section 23.) 

Sworn at, . 

(n) or as i.hc 
case may be. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Deceased Persons Estates A.D. 1017. 

Ordinance, 1917. --+-
[13th October, 1917. J 

BE it enacted by the Governor of British Guiana., with the advice 
and consent of the Court of Policy thereof, as follows: -

1. This 0l'dinance may be cited as the Deceased Persons Estates Short t itle. 
Ordinance, 1917, Amendment Ordinance, 1917. 

2. Section sixty-three of the Deoeased Persons E states Ordinance, Repeal. 

1917, is hereby repealed and the following section shall be sub
stituted therefor:-

" This Ordinance shall not come into operation unless and until 
the Governor notifies, by Proclamation, that it is His Majesty's 
pleasure not to disallow the same, and thereafter it shall come 
into operation upon such day as the Governor shall notify by 
the same or any other Proclamation." 

ORDINANCE No. 36 OF 1919. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Deceased Persons Estate A..D. 1919. 

Ordinance, 1917. -+-

[27th December, 1919. J 

B E it enacted by the Governor of British Guiana, with the advice 
and consent of the Court of Policy thereof as follows:-

1. This Ordinance may be cited .as t he Deceased P ersons Est ate 
Ordinance, 1919, and shall be read and constr~ed as one with the 
Deceased Persons Estate Ordinance, 1917, hereinafter referred to 
a.s the Principal Ordinance. 

2. Section two of the Princip al Ordinance is hereby amended by 
striking out the :figures " 1917 " after the word " Ordinance " in 
the fourth and sixteenth lines thereof and substituting therefor 
the :figures "1919." · · ' 

Short title, 

.Amendment 
of sec. 2· of 
O rd. 10 o! 
1917. ' 
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1 APPENDIX A. 

WILLS A.CT, 1837. 
[l] 'l'he words and expi'essions hereinafte, mentioned, which in their ordinnry 

signification have a more confined or a diffe1·ent meaning, shall in this Act, except 
where th.e- nature of the provision 01· the context of the Act shall exclude such 
constl'llchon, be interpreted as £allows; (that is t-0 say), t he word " will" shall 
extend 1;o a testament , and to a codicil. and to an appoint-ment by will or by 
w,·iting in the natme of a \vill in exercise of a powe.r, and also to a disposition by 
will and testament or devisJ of the custody and tuition of any child, by virtue of 
an Act passed in the twelfth year of the reign of King Charles the Second, intituled 
'' An Act for taking away the court of wards and liveries, and tenures in capite 
and by knight's service, and purvayaLce, and for setting a ,·evenue upon his 
Majesty in lieu thereof, " or by virtue of an Ach passed in the Parliament of 
Ii-eland in the fourteenth and fifteenth years of the l'eign of King Chal'les the 
Sacond , iul;itnled, "An Act for taking away the court of ward and liveries, and 
tenuras in capite and by )might's service," and to any other testamentary dis
position ; and the words " real estate" shall extend to m<1nors, advowsons, mes
suages, lands, tithes, rents, and hereditaments, whether freehold, customary free
hold, tenant right, customary or copyhold, or of any other tenme, and whether 
corporeal, incorporeal, Ol' pei·sonal, ancl to any undivided share thereof, and to any 
,;state, r ight or interest (other than a chattel interest) therein; and the words "per
sonal estate '' ·shall ext and to leasehold estates and other chattels real, and also 
to moneys, sha.res of government and other funds, securities for money (not 
being r eal estates), clebts, choses in action, rights, credits, goods, and all otbe.r 
property whatsoevzr which by law devolves upon the executor or administrator, 
and to any share or inte,rest therein; and evei·y .word impol'ting the singular 
number only shall extend a nd be applied to seveml persons or things as well as 
one person or thing; and eve1·y word importing the masculine gender only shall 
extend and be applied to a female as well as a m ale. 

LS. 2 rep. 37 d) 38 Viet. c. 35 (S.L.R.). By this section t he following enact
men,ts were repeal~d, except as to any wills or estates pur autre vie to which 
this Act does not exiend :-32 Hen. 8. c . 1; 34 & 35 Hen. 8. c . 5; 10 Cha. l. 
secs. 2 c. 2 ( fri8h Act); 29 Cha. 2. c. 3. 88. 5, 6, 12, 18 to 21; 7, Will. 3, 
c. 12 (Irish. Act) •• - 3, 9, 15 to 18; 4 d) 5 Ann. c. 3, • · 14; 6 Ann. c. 10 
(Irish Act) s . 14; 14 Goo. 2. c . 20. s. 9; 25 Geo. 2. c. 6 (except as to HiB 
Ma jesty'8 colonies and plantations in Amerfoa); 25 Geo. 2. c. 11 (Irish Act); 
55 Geo . 3. c . 192]. 

a. It shall be lawful £or every person t o devise, bequeath, or dispose of by his 
will executed in manner hel'einafter requ,i.l'ed, all real estate 01· p.ar sonal estate 
which h e shall be en titled to, either at law or in equity, at the t ime of h is 
death, and which if not so devised, bequeathed and disposed of, would devolve 
upon the heir at law or cu,stomal'y heir of him, ol', if he became entitled by des
cent., of bis ancestor, 0 1' upon bi~ executor 01· aclministratol'; and the power here
by given shall extend to all r eal estate of t'be nature of customn,•y freehold or 
tenant right, or customary or copyholcl, notwithstanding that t he testato,· may 
not have surl'Gndered the imme to the use of his will, or notwithstanding that, 
being en titled as heir, devisee, or otherwise to be admittJd thereto, he shall not 
!-.ave been admitted thel'et-0, 01' notwithstanding that t he same, in con
sequence of the want of a custom to devise or surrender to the use of a will or 
otherwise, could not at law have· be,en disposed of by will if this Act had not 
b&en made or notwithsto.nding tha.t the same, in consequence of there being a 
custom that a wm or a swrender to the use of a will shoulcl continue in force 
for a limited time only, or any other special custom, could not have been dis 
posed of by will according to the power contained in this Act, if this Act had 
not been made; ancl also to estates pur autre vie, whether there shall or shall 
Lot be any · special occupant thereof, and whether the same shall by free
hold, customary freehold, tenant right, customary or copy hold, or of any othar 
tenure, and whether the same -shall be a corporeal or an incorporeal heredita
ment; and also to all contingent, ex.ecutory, or other future interests in any 
real 01· p~rsonal estate, whether the testator may or may not be ascertained as 
the person 01· one of th.e pe1·sons in whom the ·same respectively may become 
vested, and whether be may be enhltled thereto under the instrument by which 
the same r espectively were created, al' unde1· any disposition thereof by deed or 
will; and also to all r ight s of entry for conditions broken, and other rights of 
entry; and also to such Qf the so.me estates, interests, and rights respectively, 
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a,nd other 1·eal and personal estate , as the testator may be entitled to at the time 
of his death, notwithst anding that he may become entitled to the same subse
quently to the execution of his will. 

4 . Provided always that where any real estate of the nature of customary 
neeholcl or ter.ant right , or customary or copyholcl, might, by the custom of the 
manor of which the same is holden, have been surrendered to the use of a will, 
and th.e testator shall not have surrendered the same to the use of his will, no 
person rntitled or claiming to be entitled thereto by virtue of such will shall 
be entitled to be admitted, except upon payment of all such stamp duties, fees, 
and sums of money as would hav.a been Jawfolly due and payable in respect oi 
the surrendering of such real estate to the use of the will, or in respect of 
p1.'esenting, registe,·ing, or enl'Olling such sunendcr, i£ the same r,aal estate hacl 
been surrende1·ed, to the US,l of tbe will, of such te~tator: Prnvicled also, that 
where the testator was entitled to have been admitted to such rnal estate, and 
might, i£ he had been admitted thereto, have stmendered the same to the use of 
his will, and shall not have been admitted ther,ato, no pei·son entitled or claiming 
t-o be entitled to such r-aal estate in consequence of such will shall be entitled to 
be admitted to the same real estate by virtue thereof, except on payment of all 
such stamp duties, fees, fine, and sums of money as would have been lawfully 
due and payable in respect of tbe admittance of such testator to such real estate, 
and also of all such stamp duties, fees, and sums of money as woulcl have b.sen 
lawfully due and payable in respect of sun-endering such real estate to the use 
of tho "ili, or of presenting, registering or enrolling such surrender, had the 
testator been duly admitted to such 1·eal estate, and afterwal'c1s surrendered the 
same to tbe u~e of bis will; all which stamp duties, iees, fine, or sums of mon-ey 
due as aforesaid shall be paid Jo addition to tbe stamp duties, fees, fine, or sums 
of money due or payable c•n the admittance of such person so entitled or claiming 
to be entitled to the same r,eal estate as aforesaid. 

5. When any real estate of tbe nature of customm·y freehold or tenant right, 
or cnstomary or copyhold, shall be dispo,ed of by will, the lord of the manor or 
reputed manor of which such real sstate is holden, or his steward, or the deputy 
of such steward shall cause the wil! by which such disposition shall be made, or 
so much t hereof as shall contain the disposition of such real estate, to be entered 
on the court rolls of such mano1· or reputed manor; ancl wh,an any trusts are 
declared by the will of such real .estate, it shall not be necessaq to enter the 
c1eclarntion of such trusts, but it shall be sufficient to state in the entry on the 
court rolls that such r eal estate is subject to the trusts declal'ed by such will; 
and when any such 1·eal estate could not have been disposed of by will if this 
Act had not be~r;. made, the same fine, heriot, dues, duties, and services shall 
be paid and rendered by the devisea us would have b.sen due from the customary 
heir in case of the descent 0f the same 1·eal estate, and the lord shall as a.go.inst 
the davisee of such estate have the same remedy for 1·ecovering and enforcing 
such fine , he1-iot, duas, duties and services, as he is now entitled to for recovering 
and enforcing the same from or against t.he customal'J heir in case of a descent. 

6. If no disposition by will shall be macle of any estate p1tr a·,Ltre vie of a :frne
hol d nahu·e, the same snail be chargeable in the haud.s of the heir, i£ it shall 
come to him by 1·eason of special occupancy , as assets, by descent, as in the case 
of freehold land in £es simple; and in case there shall be no special occupant of 
any estate 711tr a1ttre 1Jie, whether freehold or customary freehold, tenant right, 
customary or copyhold, or of any other tenure, and whethe1· a corporeal or incor
por.sal he1·editameat, it shall go to thP executor or admirustrator of the party 
that hacl th~ estat e thereof by virtue of the grant; alld if the same shall come to 
the executor or administrator either by reason of a special occupancy or by virtue 
of this Act, it shall be assets in his bands, and shall go and be applied and distri
buted in the same manner as the personal estate of the testator or intestate. 

8. Provided also, that no will made by any married woman shall be valid, 
except such a will as might have baen made by a married woman befo1·e the 
passing of this Act. 

9. No will shall be valid unless it shall be in writing, and executed in manne1· 
i,,ereinaft,er mentioned; (that is bo say) it shall be signed at the foot or end 
thereof by the testator, or by some other person in his presence and by his direc
tioll; and such signatnre shall be made or acknowleclgad by tbe t estator in the 
presence of two or more witnesses present at the same time, and such witnesses 
shall attest and shall sub~cribe the will in the presence of the testator, but nci 
form of atte;;ta.tion shall be necessary. 
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10. ~o appointment made by will, in exercise of any power, sball be valid, 
unless the same be executed in manner hereiubefore requir ~d, and every will 
executed in manner hereinbefore rzquired shall, so far as 1·espects the execution 
and at tesLat.ion thereof, be a valid execution of a power of appointment by will, 
notwithstanding it shall have been expressly required that a will made in exercise 
0£ such power should be executed with some additional or other form of execution 
or solemnity. 

11. Provided always, that any soldier being in actual military service, or any 
mariner or s2aman be.ing at sea; may dispose c.;f bis personal estate as be might 
have done before the making of this Act. 

[S. 12 rep. 28 & 29 Viet. c. 112. s. I.] 

18. E very will executed in manner hereinbefore requfred shall be valid with-
out any other publication thereof. ' 

14. If any person who shall attest the execution of a will shall at the time of 
the execution thereof or dt any time afterwards be incompetent to be admitted a 
witness to prove the execution thereof, such will shall not on that account be 
invalid .. 

15. If any person shall attest the execution of any will to wliom or to whose 
wile or husband any beneficial devise, legacy, estate, interest, gift, or appoint
rn.ent, of ot· affecting any real or personal estate (other than and except charges 
and directions for the payment of any debt or debts), shall be thereby given or 
made, such devise, legacy, estate, interest, gift, or appointment shall, so far 
only a.s concerns such person attesting the execution of such will, or the wife or 
husband of such person, or any person claiming under such person or wife or 
husband, be utt3rly null and void, and such person so attesting shall be admitted 
as a witness to prove the execution o{ such will, or to prove the validity or 
invalidity thereof, notwithstanding such devise, legacy, estate, interest, gift, or 
appointment mentioned in such will. 

16. 1n case by any will any r,2al or personal estate shall be charged with any 
debt or debts, and any creditor, or the wife or bushand of any creditor, whose 
debt is so charged, shall attest the execuuion of such will, such creditor notwith
standing such charge shall be admitted a witness to prove the .execution of such 
will, or to prove the validity or invalidity thereof. 

17. No person shall, on account of his being an executor of a will, be incompe
tent to he admitted a witness to prove the execution of such will, or a witness 
to prove the validity or invalidity thereof. 

18. Every will made by a man or woman shall be revoked by lil.s or her marriage 
(except a will made in t1xercise of a power of appointment, when the real or 
personal estate thereby appr>inted would not in default of such appointment pass 
to his or her heir, customary heir, executor, or administrator, or the person 
entitled as bis or her next of kin under the statute 0£ distributions). 

19. No will shall be revoked by any presumption of an intention on the ground 
of an alteration in circumstances. 

20. No will or codicil, or any p11rt thereof, shall be revoked otherwise than as 
afore~aid , or by another will or codicil executed in manna- bereinbefore required, 
or by some writing declaring an intention to revoke the same and executed in 
the mann_e1· in which a will is herein before r equired to be executed, or by the 
burning, tearing, or otherwise destroying the same by the t estator, or by some 
person in his presence anll by his direction, with the intention of revoking the 
same. 

21. No obliteration, interlineation, or other alteration made in any will after 
the execution thereof shall be valid or have any effect, except so far as the words 
or effect of the will before such alteration shall not be apparent, unless such 
alteration shall ba executed in Jika manner as hereinbefore is required for the 

effect , unless 
ex ecuted n:s 
will. 

execution of the will; but the will, with such alteration as part thereof, shall be 
d&emed to be duly executed if the signature of the testa+,or and the subscription 

" of the witnesses be made m the margin or on •ome other part of tbe will opposite 
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or near to such alteration, or at the foot or end of or opposite to a memorandum 
referring to such alteration, and written at the end of some other part of the will. 

22. No will or codicil; or any part thereof, which shall be in any manner 
revoked, shall be revived otherwise than by the re-exeoution thereof or by a codicil 
executed in manner hereinbefore required and showing an intention to revive the 
same; and when any will or codi~il which shall be parbly revoked, and afterwards 
wholly revoked, shall be 1·evived, such revival shall not exbend to so much thereof 
as shall have been revoked l:efore the revocation of the whole thereof, unless an 
intention to the contrary shall be shown. 

4 13 

No revoked 
will shall be 
revived other
wise than by , 
re~execution 
or a codicil, etc. 

23. Na conveyance or other Act made or done subsequently to the execution of Subsequent 
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act by which s.ucb 'IVill shall be revoked as aforesaid, shall prevent the operation to prevent 
of the will with respect to such estate or interest in such real or personal estate ' onration of 
as the testator shall have power to dispose of by will at the time of his death. "

1 
· 

24. Every ,_,ill shall be construed, with reference to the real estate and personel 
estate comprised in it , to speak and take effect as if it bad been executed imme
di&tely before the death of the testator, unless a contrary intent1on shall appear 
by the will. 

25. Unless a contrary intention shall appear by the will, such real estate or 
interest therein as shall be comprised or intende,d to be comprised in any devise 
.in such will contained, which sba;J fail or be void by reason of the death of the 
devisee in the lifetime of the testator, or by reason of such devise being contrary 
to law or otherwise incapable of taking effect shall be included in the residuary 
devise (if any) contained. in such will. 

26. A devise of the land of the testator, or of the land of the testator in any 
place or in the occupation of any person mentioned in his will, or otherwise 
described in a general manner, and any other general devise which would 
describe a customary, copy bold, or leasehold estate if the testator had no free
hold estate which could be described by it, shall be construed to include the 
customru·y, copybold, a.n,l leasehold estate~ of the testator, or bis 
customary copyhold, and leasehold estates, or any of them, to which such 
description shall extend , as the case may be, as well as freehold estates, unless 
a contrary intention shall appear by the will. 

27. A general devise of the real estate of the testator, or of the real estate of 
the testator in any place or in the occupntion of any person mentioned in bis 
will, or otherwise described in a general manner, shall be construed to include 
real estate, or any real estate to which such description shall extend (as the 
case may be), which be may have power to appoint in any manner be may think 
proper, and shall operate as an execution of such power, unless a contrary inten
tion shall appear by the will; and in like manner a be-iuest of the personal estate 
of the testator, or any bequest of personal property described in a general 
manner, shall be const rued to include any personal estate, or any personal estate 
to which such description shall extend (as the case may be), which he may have 

. power to appoint in any manner be may think proper, and shall operate as an 
execution of such power, unless a contrary intention shall appear by the will. 

28. Where any real estate shall be devised to any person without any words 
of limitation, such devise shall be construed to pass the fee simple, or other t he 
whole estate or interest which the testator had power to dispose of by will in 
such real estate, unless a contrary intention shall appear by the will. 

29. In any devise or bequest of real or personal estate the words " die without 
issue," or" die without leaving issue ,11 or "have no issue," or any other words 
which may import either a want or failure of issue of any person in bis lifetime 
or at the time of b is death, or a.n indefinite failure of his issue, shall be con
strued to mean a want or failure of issue in the lifetime or at the time of the 
death of such pers'.ln, and not an indefinite failure of his issue, unless a contrary 
intention shall appear by the will, by reason of such person having a prior estate 
tail, or of a preceding gift, being without any implication arising from such 
"·ords, a limitation of an estate tail to such person or issue, or otherwise: Pro
vided, that this Act shall not extend to cases where such words as aforesaid im
port if no issue described in a preceding gift shall be born, or if there shall be 
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no issue who shall live to attain the age or otherwise answer the description 
required for obtaining a vested estate by a preceding gift to such issue. 

30. Whe1·e nny real estate (other than or not being a presentation to a church) 
shall be devised to any trustee or executor, such de visa shall be construed to pass 
the fee simple or other the whole estate or interest which the testator hacl 
power to dispose of by will in such real estate, unless a definite term of years, 
absolut e or determinable, or a.n estate of freehold, shall thereby be given to him 
expressly or by implication. 

31. Where any real estate shall be devised to a trustee, without any express 
limitation of the estate to be taken by such trustee, and the beneficial interest in 
such real estate, or in the surplus rents ancl profits thereof, shall not be given to 
.. ny person for life, or such beneficjnJ interest shall be given to any person for 
life, but t h e pm·poses of the trust may continue beyond the life of such person, 
such devjse shall be construed to vest in such trnsteo the fee simple, or other 
the whole legal estate which the -testator had power to dispose of by will in such 
real estate, and not an estate determinable when the purposes of the trust shall 
be satisfied. 

82. Where any person -to whom any real estate shall be devised for an estate 
tail or an estate in quasi entail shall die in the lifeUme of the testator leaving 
issue who would be heritable under such entail, and any such issue shall be 
living at the time of the d~ath of the testator, such devise shall not lapse, but 
shall t ake effect aq i£ the death of such persoc had happened ammediately after 
the death of the testator, unless a contrary intention shall appear by the will. 

88. Where any person being a child or other issue of the testator to whom any 
real or personal estate shall be devis?d or bequeathed for any estate or interest 
not determinable at or before the death of such person shall die in the lifetime 
of the testator leaving issu3, and any such issue of such person shall be living at 
the time of the death of the testator, such devisP. or bequest shall not lapse, but 
shall t ake effect ns if the death of such person had happened immediately after 
the death of the testator, unless a contrary intention shall appear by the will. 

34. This Act shall not extend to any will made before the first day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight; anii every will re-executed or re
published, or revived by an:v codicil, shall for the purposes of this Act be deemed 
to have been made at t,he time at which the same shall be so re-executed, re
p11hlished, or revived; and this Act shall not extend to any estate pur autre vie 
of nny person who shall die before the first day of Jan nary one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-eight . . 

35. 'l'his Acb shall not extend to Scotland. 

[S. 36 rep. 87 & 38 v'l"ot. c. 85 (S.L.R.)) 

WINES. 
See SPIRI'l'S. 


