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GUYANA 

REGULATIONS 

Made Under 

l'HE MINING AC1' 

. (Cap. 65:01) 

No. 9. of 1979 

IN EXERCISE OF THE POWERS CONFERRED UPON ME BY SECTION 
79 OF THE MINING ACT, I HEREBY MAKE THE FOLLOWING 

REGULATIONS:-

1. These Regulations, which amend the Mining Regulations, c;1�u� 11 

may be cited as the Mining (Amendment) Regulation, 1979. 

2. The provisions of the Principal Regulations specified in Ame 11 _<1,nc,,, 
of 1Pr,n('1paJ 

the first column of the Schedule are hereby amended in the ne/(111a11ons 

manner specified in th second column of the Schedule. 
schedule. 

Reg 2 

Provision 

SCHEDULE 

'Amendment 

Regs. 37 (5) and Substitute "one hundred" for "ten". 
42(5) 

Reg. 139 Substitute the following' -

139. The royalty p,ayable on gold or
silver shall be at the rate of five
per cent ad valo1·em or such rate
per cent as may from time to time
be fixed by the minister."
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Provision 

Reg. 140 

Regs. 150 and
153 

Regs. 154, 155 
and 160 

Reg. 181 

Amendment 
-----, 

Substitute the following -
'·Amoun1t -0t 140. (1) The royalty payable on all dia-
ruy,a l�y, pay-
aible on monds including borts and rub-

�;i�!���anct , bish shall be at the rate of three 
shell, �ravel, per cent ad valorem. 
cadct,y, 
1'!:tulln. 

(2) The ro,yalty payable on precious
stones, semi precious stones other
than diamonds, borts and mbbish
shall be at the rate of five per
cent ad valorem.

(3) The royalty payable on .stone,
gravel, sand, shell, caddy, kaolin
and other like substances exclud
ing bauxite or any substance of a

like nature shall be at the rate of
one dollar per ton.

(4) The rates of royalty set out in this
regulation may from time to time
be varied by the Minister."

Substitute "three hundred" and "five dollars" for one 
hundred and fifty" and "one dollar" respectively. 

Substitute "three hundred" for "one hundred and 
fifty." 

Substitute the following -

"Books to be 
kt>�t ,on 
cl'!l•lm 
sltuwing 
11old etc., 
7,hUaincd. 

181. (1) Every holder or lessee of a claim
or every person who carries on 
mining or dredging operations 
thereon or is in charge of such 
operations or his representative 
shall record in a book, kept on 
the claim or in any place approved 
by the Commissioner or a mines 
officer, a correct account of all 
gold, valuable minerals or preci
ous stones obtained on the claim. 

(2) The pages of the book shall be con
secutively numbered, shall bear
the stamp and number of the
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Provision 

Reg. 183 

Reg. 184 

Reg. 185 

Amendn1ent 

Commission, shall be in a form 
approved by the Commissioner 
and shall at all times be open to· 
inspection by any officer author
ised by the Commissioner. 

(3) The account shall be written up,
daily, and on any day on which
gold or valuable minerals or
precious stones are not obtained
an entry to that effect shall be
made.

(4) A copy of the account, if request
ed by the Commiss,ioner. or a
mines officer to be furnished by
a specified date, shall be furnish
ed by that date by the person
requested."

Insert "or every person who, carries on mmmg or 
dredging operations thereon or is in charge of such 
operations" after "as aforesaid". 
(a) Insert "or every person who carries on mining or

dredging operations thereof or is in charge of 
such operations" after "or any claim". 

(b) After "book" in paragraph (b) insert the words
"or fails to comply with any request made under
regulation 181(4)"

Substitute the following -
�:�,�t

iation 185. (1) No person who is not the holder
r,;gint it,o 

����;;Jie
_.oM.

milne11als or 

1>re.c,oua 
�onles. 

or lessee or person in charge of 
a .claim, or who is not authorised 
in writing for that purppse by the 
holder or lessee or person in 
charge of a claim or by a mines 
officer, shall without reasonable· 
excuse convey gold, valuable 
minerals or precious stones from 
any place in the claim in which 
it or they were found to any 
other place whether inside or out
side of the claim. 



Provision 

Reg. 189(1) 

Amendment 

(2) No person who is not the holder
of a prospecting licence, an au
thorised prospector under that
licence, the holder of an exclu
sive permission, or his agent, or
who is not authorised in writing
for that purpose by any of the

foregoing persons, or by a mines
officer, shall without reasonable
excuse convey gold, valuable
minerals or precious stones from
the area being prospected to any
place outside that area.

(3) No person shall convey gold,
valuable minerals or precious
stones from a mining district to
Georgetown or to any place out
side the mining district in which
it or they were found unless he
has obtained a permit, and no
permit shall be granted. to any
person for the purpose unless
he is the holder or lessee or per
son in charge of a claim, or is the
holder of a prospecting licence,
an authorised prospector under ,
that licence, the holder of an
exclusive permission, or his agent,
or is authorised in writing fol
that purpose by any of the afore
mentioned persons, or is the
holder ·of a licence to trade in
gold, valuable minerals or preci
ous stones.

(4) Any gold, valuable minerals or
precious stones conveyed con
trary to these regulations may be
seized by any officer and dealt
with as prescribed in section 82, ,
of the Act".

"Insert "or a direction given by the Commissioner" 
after the words "competent jurisdiction" . 
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I , Provision 

Reg. 190 

Reg. 196(3) 

Reg. 197 

Amendment - -- ------- --
' ----- ---· ---·-----·-

Substitute the following -
;;;�;'.��tty 011 190. No person shall work up any gold.fnaudulenM,y article Of jewellery -Or �any other;;�;,/'. n;:; or valuable minerals into any similar article, or shall (;Ut, polish or mount precious stones,semi precious stones, valuable· minerals or minerals until theroyalty payable thereon is paid,or shall cut or mount preciousstones, semi precious stones, valuahle minerals or minerals without written authority fromthe Minister". 

Substitute "the top copy'' for "in a form approved byhim a return". 
Substitute the following -
"Proctuict>ion 197.(l) Where the book required underof go1<ll, w,tu;ible regulation 196 of these -regula-n\.in1enai1s ,n<1 tions to be kept shows that the�t:,;1�!�uty holder of 8 licence tp, trade in1r<l<ler. gold, val.uable minerals or precious stones has gold, valuableminerals or precious stones in hispossession as a trader, the holder of the licence shall, if requested by the Commissioner or the' Deputy Commissioner or by anofficer of the Commission autho,rist'cf in writing in that bc>half hythe Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner, produce such ,gold, valuable minera'.s or precious stones for inspectioi1 by the Commissioner, D('puty Commissioner or officer as the case may be; and the Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, or officer'may convey such :;olcl. valua.)JemfneraJs or precious stones tosome· place where they can beproperly weighed, and ·in so doing' he shall afford the holder ofthe licence the opportunity ofaccommmying him t.hue.
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Provision 

Heading of 
PART XX{ 

' Reg. 201 

' .. .. 

Amend.menl 

----- - -- - ----··· --- -

(2) The holder of a licence to trade in gold,
valuable minerals or precious stones shall be.
guilty of a.n offence -

/ 

(a) where he fails to produce, as required
by paragraph . (1), gold valuable
mineral or precious stones in hi
possession as a trader, for inspection
by the Commissioner, Deputy Com
mis ion�r. or officer: or

(b) where, in the absence of a law[ul
excuse (the proof where shall lie upon
him). the weight of the gold and
valuable minerals or the number and
weight of precious stones produced by
him under paragraph (1) to the Com
missioner. Deputy Commissioner or
offker, for his inspection exceed, 01·
are less than, the weight of the gold
and valuable minerals or the number
and weight of precious stones, as the

· case may be. which, according to his
book. he ought to have• in his po�ses:
sion.

and shall be liable on summary convictio 
to a fine of one thousand five h11 dre 
dollars. 

ubstitule "EXPORT OF GOLD, VALUABLE MINER
ALS AND PRECIOUS STONES:'. 

Substitute the following -

",F,,q>ruit of 
gol<l, 
v,a1, u•all>le 
111.i<n,ena'lq 
a:nr\ 
pr mous 
<;\\l<lfl 1\)1) 
be �urough 
1'!J(:�1l \bn.Tilk 
in GeoJ'lge
t.,(JWn 11tnn1P.tS.S 
wU'.•1' w,r.1tlte11 
po11miss,i101n 
'.,ir 1Vffin1\,s.\11(Yr. 

201. No person whatsoever who has
not obtained authority in, writing from the 
Minister for the ptup9se shall. b any 
mean· what ·oever export any gold, valu
able minerals or precious stones whether 
won by him on his claim or purchased. by 
him under his licence to trade, exeept 
through a bank carrying on bus.iness in 
Georgetown. aJ'.l? every l:>ank sh:JU when 

1 

i I 
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Provision 

Reg. 202 

Reg. 203

Reg. 1.04 

I 

Amendment 

required by the Commissioner furnish
him with all particulars relating to all
gold, valuable minerals and precious
stones exported by or through the bank".

Substitute the following -
;.�1��L��-g 202. Every person who exports gold, 
11a1>1e valuable minerals or precious stones shall: 7i',:�emi.s previo1,1s to any exportation, lodge the

���.�;:;,"' 1 same at the office of the Commissioner or
h0f•>.-P at a place authorised by the Commissioner 
"V(l'lrt and shall at the same time declare the 

weight and value of gold, valuable 
minerals and the number, weight and 
value of precious stones to be exported 
and produce the permits relating thereto
along with the export documents for certi
fication to the effect that royalty has been 
paid." 

Substitute the following -
;.;;���:1eor 203. Gold, valuable minerals or 
(l{111t'la1ltn,g precious stones lodged as provided in 
irold, vai- l t· h I h uab1e regu a 1011 202 s al , unless t e Commis-mi.,enais or sioner otherwise directs, be weicrhed and prt.�Ci'lUS t"' 
,1nnes checked with the permits relating thereto 

by a11 officer, who shall fasten the recepta
cle containing them with string or tape 
and shall seal the same with wax and shall
also seal the ends of the string or tape with 
the leaden p,lier seal stamped, "Geology
and Mines Commission, Guyana". No,
receptacle containing gold, valuable min·
cra]s or precious stones, which does not
bear this seal, shall he tendered for ex
port." 

/ Sttbstitute the fol lowing -
�re ';;�{tt 204. If, on gold, valuabie minerals 
va)ua1bl0 or precious stones beina weighed and
111 ncrals n.r • • t:i • 
prnainus checked as provided 111 regulation 202, the 
;';:;��1y weight or number is found to be in excess 

I 
ct,'.""t"�00. of the weights or numbers shown by th 101<1, ,al- ·t l t· t 

, 
na,hie pcrm1 s re a mg hereto, the Comm1ssion-
m1110�a.1s or if · l · · · th d' I prec,ou� er may, lil us op11110n e 1screpancy 
7/:�/�1';, i.-, in. }he weight or number is. of such ex-
1,11·. citure. t�ni. :;r; to wTrr·;mt the rehP,f th;:Jt the 
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Provision 

Amendment 
·---·- ------- �--- -

weight or number has been wrongly de� 
clared with intent to defraud the revenue, 
seize and detain the g1old, valuable min
erals and precious stones and report. the 
facts to the Minister who in his discretion 
may declare that all the gold, valuable 

minerals or precious stones or any part 
thereof shall be forfeited and the licence 
of the exporter to trade in gold, valuable 
minerals or precious stones mav be re
voked." 

Heg. 205 Insert "Gold, Valuable Nlinerals or'' after "Export of".Sccmnd SeheduJe Substihite the following -

"SECOND SCHEDULE 
1 TABLE OF FEES 

For a p,rospecting licenceOn filing a notice of location of any claimand application for a licence
For filing application for a concession orlease 

For a certified copy of particulars relating 
to a prospecting licence 

For a licence to· mine for gold for each 
financial ye,ar or part thereof 

For a licence to mine for precious stones 
for each financial year or J)art
thereof 

For a licence to mine for gold and 
precious stones for each financial 

�

, year or part thereof · . . . . .. 

For a licence to mine for valuable 
minerals for each financial year or 
part thereof . . . . . . . .. 

... 

$. r. 
25.00 

5.00 

100.00 

1.00 

10.00 

10.00 

20.00 

J.1J.00 
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· Provtslon 
/ _________ Am_e_

n
_dm_e_n_t _______ _

For a licence to mine for minerals for
each financial year or part thereof 

For every duplicate licence issued 

For every duplicate concess,ion or lease,
per page 

For transfer of each claim licence 

For every mining privilege 

For each certificate, including. registra
tion of labour 

Surveys -

$ c . 

10.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00 

5.00 

1.00 

For the survey of any area comp,rised within the
boundaries of a tract to be held under a cla.im licence,
concession or lease, the applicant shall deposit the
estimated cost of the survey and where the actual cost
exceeds the amount deposited, shall pay the excess
cost after survey, and similarly where the actual cost
is less than the amount deposited, shall be entitled to
a refund of the difference. 
Fees in proceeding before the Commissioner or mines
officer -
Filing complaint 

Summons of a witness 

Copy of evidence or any document, per
page of eigh�een lines 

For filing a noHce ·of location and applica
tion for a river location licence 

For a river location licence for each
financial year or part thereof 

5.00 

5.00 

1.00 

10.00 

50.00" 

Fonn 8 Substitute "$50." for "$20." 
Made this 29th day of September, 1979.

Vincent T eek ah.

Minister of. Energy and Natural Resources. 
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