BRITISH GUILNA

"OURTH
LEGISLLATIVE COUNICIL

FIRST SiSSION

1947-1948

MQSSAGE NO' 4.

H onouracble liembers of the Legislative Council,

I have the honour to refer to Sir Gordon
Lethem's liessage Ilo. 12 of the 15th of December, 1945,
to the Third Legislative Council and to Resolution
No. XXT passed on the 7th of Pebruary, 1946, in which
the Council accepted in princinle the establishment
of a Vest Indian University in Jamaica and approved
of payment from Public Funds of the Colony's anhropriate
share of the recurrent cost on the terms set out in
that llessage,

2e The basis on which these contributions should
be made was the subject of discussion at a neeting of
representatives of the Governments of the territories
concerned summoned at the close of the llontego Bay
Closer Union Conference., This Government W7as representéd
a2t the lleeting by the Honourable I, J, Seaford, C, B, I,

.t that mecting it was unanimously agreed to
rocommend that the Colonies concerned should mect the
recurrent costs of the University College for the nex
8ix years by annual contributions computed on the hasis
of their resmhective Populations; the basis of aprortion-
ment to be reviewed at the end of this period,

Do Assessing the contribution on the interin
results of the recent West Indian census, the Percentage
P ayable by each Colony would be:-

Barbados PN % 7 4%
BritiSh GUiana 20 e eaco 12;9%
British Honduras ,,, ... 2¢2%
Janaica . weor 45,49
Leeward Islancds P P 5.9%
Trinidad a¥e wge 17.9%
indward Islands -, eve 10.3%

£ The annual net cost of the University College
Waé originally estimated at £68,3590, It has now been
~estimated that the net recurrent costs would be of the
order of £160,000 for the first three~year period from
September, 1947 to August, 1950; and £150,000 g ¥yaan:. - -
for the subsequent three-year neriod ending August, 1983,
British Guiana's contribution over the six-year period
would aggregate $377,712; $99,072 for the first three
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years (i.e, 33,024 a year) and thereafter 92,880 a
year., Provision for the paywment of British Guiana's
contributions towarcs the recurrent cost of the
University College of the lest Indics is being
included in .sstimates on that basis in accordance
with the terms of the llesolution referred to above,

+Ce Ce VIOOLLZEY

Governor,

GOV RUIZENT HOUSE,

British Guiana,
 5th February, 1948,

(MaPe 38/59/1 1I)

(Circulated for the information of Honourable Members
of the Legislative Council).
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