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CHAPTER 1. 

STATUTE LAW CONTINUATION. 

(No subsidiary legislation.) 

CHAPTER 2. 

CIVIL LAW OF BRITISH GUIANA. 

Statute of Monopolies. 

Resolution 
XIX, 13th 
Apr., 1937. 

RESOLUTION 
passed by the Legislative Council under section 23 on the 13th April, 

1937. 

WHEREAS it is enacted by section 23 of the 'Civil Law of 
British Guiana Ordinance, Chapter 2, that the Legislative 
Council may by resolution declare that any statute of the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom, or of Great Britain, or of 
England, passed before the 4th March, 1831, or any part of 
that statute, shall be part of the law of the Colony as from a 
date specified' in the resolution; 

AND WHEREAS it is necessary and expedient to declare that 
certain parts of the Statute of Monopolies (21 Jac. 1 c. 3), passed 
in the year 1623 by the Parliament of England shall be part of 
the law of the Colony as from the date hereunder mentioned: 

Be it Resolved by this Council that on and after the 1st 
January, 1938, sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 of the Statute of 
Monopolies (21 Jac. 1 c. 3) shall be part of the law of the Colony. 

The following is a re-print of the sections in question— 
STATUTE OF MONOPOLIES, 21 JAC. 1 C. 3. 

AN ACT CONCERNING MONOPOLIES AND DISPENSATIONS WITH 
PENAL LAWS, AND THE FORFEITURES THEREOF. 

[A.D. 1623.] 

1. " Forasmuch as your most excellent majesty in your royal 
judgment, and of your blessed disposition to the weal and quiet 
of your subjects, did in the year of our Lord God 1610 publish 
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in print to the whole realm, and to all posterity, that all grants 
of monopolies, and of the benefit of any penal laws, or of power 
to dispense with the law, or to compound for the forfeiture, are 
contrary to your majesty's law which your majesty's declaration 
is truly consonant, and agreeable to the ancient and fundamental 
laws of this your realm: and whereas your majesty was further 
graciously pleased expressly to command that no suitor should 
presume to move your majesty for matters of that nature; 
yet, nevertheless, upon misinformations and untrue pretences 
of public good many such grants have been unduly obtained 
and unlawfully put in execution, to the great grievance and 
inconvenience of your majesty's subjects, contrary to the laws 
of this your realm and contrary to your majesty's royal and 
blessed intention, so published as aforesaid: " for avoiding All  

n  
whereof and preventing of the like in time to come, BE IT polies, ENACTED, that all monopolies and all commissions, grants, shall be void. 
licences, charters, and letters patents heretofore made or 
granted, or hereafter to be made or granted to any person or 
persons, bodies politic or corporate whatsoever, of or for the 
sole buying, selling, making, working, or using of anything 
within this realm or the dominion of Wales, or of any other 
monopolies, or of power, liberty, or faculty, to dispense with 
any others, or to give licence or toleration to do, use, or exercise 
anything against the tenor or purport of any law or statute; or 
to give or make any warrant for any such dispensation, licence, 
or toleration to be had or made; or to agree or compound with 
any others for any penalty or forfeiture limited by any statute; 
or of any grant or promise of the benefit, profit, or commodity 
of any forfeiture, penalty, or sum of money that is or shall be 
due by any statute before judgment thereupon had; and all 
proclamations, inhibitions, restraints, warrants of assistance, 
and all other matters and things whatsoever, any way tending 
to the instituting, erecting, strengthening, furthering, or 
countenancing of the same, or any of them, are altogether 
contrary to the laws of this realm, and so are and shall be 
utterly void and of none effect, and in no wise to be put in ure 
or execution. 

2. And all monopolies, and all such commissions, grants, Monopolies, 
licences, charters, letters patents, proclamations, inhibitions,tricedstalithb: 
restraints, warrants of assistance, and all other matters and common laws 
things tending as aforesaid, and the force and validity of them, of this realm. 

and every of them, ought to be, and shall be for ever hereafter 
examined, heard, tried, and determined, by and according to 
the common laws of this realm, and not otherwise. 
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All persons 	3. And all person and persons, bodies politic and corporate 

use
to  

use mono- 
whatsoever, which now are or hereafter shall be, shall stand and 

polies, &c. be disabled; and uncapable to have, use, exercise, or put in 
ure any monopoly, or any such commission, grant, licence, 
charter, letters patents, proclamation, inhibition, restraint, 
warrant of assistance, or other matter or thing tending as 
aforesaid or any liberty, power, or faculty grounded or pretended 
to be grounded upon them, or any of them. 

The party 	4. And if any person or persons at any time after the end of 
grieved by forty days next after the end of this present session of parliament 
pretext of a 
monopoly, shall be hindered, grieved, disturbed, or disquieted, or his or 

., shall 
recover treble their goods or chattels any way seized, attached, distrained, 
damages and taken, carried away, or detained by occasion or pretext of any 
double costs. monopoly, or of any such commission, grant, licence, power, 

liberty, faculty, letters patents, proclamation, inhibition, 
restraint, warrant of assistance, or other matter or thing 
tending as aforesaid, and will sue to be relieved in or for any 
of the premises, that then and in every such case the same person • 
and persons shall and may have his and their remedy for the 
same at the common law by any action or actions to be grounded 
upon this statute; the same action and actions to be heard and 
determined in the courts of king's bench, common pleas, and 
exchequer, or in any of them, against him or them by whom he 
or they shall be so hindered, grieved, disturbed, or disquieted, 
or against him or them by whom his or their goods or chattels 
shall be so seized, attached, distrained, taken, carried away, 
or detained; wherein all and every such person and persons 
which shall be so hindered, grieved, disturbed, or disquieted, or 
whose goods or chattels shall be so seized, attached, distrained, 
taken, or carried away, or detained, shall recover three times 
so much as the damages which he or they sustained by means 
or occasion of being so hindered, grieved, disturbed, or dis-
quieted, or by means of having his or their goods or chattels 
seized, attached, distrained, taken, carried away, or detained, 
and double costs: and in such suits or for the staying or delaying 
thereof, no essoign, protection, wager of law, aid, prayer, 
privilege, injunction, or order of restraint, shall be in any wise 
prayed, granted, admitted, or allowed, nor any more than one 
=parlance: and if any person or persons shall after notice 
given that the action depending is grounded upon this statute, 

He that 
delayeth an 

cause or procure any action at the common law grounded upon 
action 	this statute to be stayed or delayed before judgment by colour 
grounded 
upon the 	

or means of any order, warrant, power, or authority, save only 
statute 	of the court wherein such action as aforesaid shall be brought 
incurs a 
pramunire. and depending, or after judgment had upon such action shall 
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cause or procure the execution of or upon any such judgment to 
be stayed or delayed by colour or means of any order, warrant, 
power, or authority, save only by writ of error or attaint, then 
the said person and persons so offending shall incur and sustain 
the pains, penalties and forfeitures ordained and provided by 
the statute of provision and prinunire made in the sixteenth 
year of the reign of king Richard the second. 

6. Provided also, that any declaration before mentioned 
shall not extend to any letters patents and grants of privilege 
for the term of fourteen years or under, hereafter to be made, 
of the sole working or making of any manner of new manufac-
tures within this realm to the true and first inventor and 
inventors of such manufactures, which others at the time of 
making such letters patents and grants shall not use, so as also 
they be not contrary to the law nor mischievous to the state by 
raising prices of commodities at home, or hurt of trade, or 
generally inconvenient: the said fourteen years to be accounted 
from the date of the first letters patents or grant of such privilege 
hereafter to be made, but that the same shall be of such force 
as they should be if this act had never been made, and of none 
other. 

Validity of 
patents for 
fourteen 
years or 
under, to 
" true and 
first 
inventor." 

7. Provided also, that this act or anything therein contained Proviso. 
shall not in any wise extend or be prejudicial to any grant or 
privilege, power, or authority whatsoever heretofore made, 
granted, allowed, or confirmed by any act of parliament now 
in force, so long as the same shall so continue in force. 
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