EIGHTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA
SECOND SESSION (2002-2005)
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
RESOLUTION NO. 56
WHEREAS Guyana has recently witnessed an unprecedented amount of rainfall
during the month of January with rainfall during the period December 24 to January 16
measuring in excess of 30 inches, the record amount for any similar period in the history of
Guyana;
AND WHEREAS large areas of the coast in Administrative Regions 3, 4 and 5
have been inundated with the East Coast being the most severely affected;
AND WHEREAS as a result there has been incalculable personal and commercial
damages suffered by thousands of households with many members being confined to their
homes;
AND WHEREAS many of these households have been unable to access food,
potable water and have been exposed to public health hazards, a consequence of which has been
evacuation of homes, hospitalisations and fatalities;
AND WHEREAS Guyana now faces the worst natural disaster in its history;
AND WHEREAS the Guyanese people have rallied to the victims of the disaster
in their thousands offering help in many ways;
AND WHEREAS religious bodies, private sector entities and organisations, trade
unions, businesses, individuals and many others in Guyana and outside of Guyana have
contributed and are continuing to contribute resources of various kinds to the relief effort and
have pledged additional resources;
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AND WHEREAS Guyanese and non-Guyanese organisations and overseas
residents from many countries have pledged and donated goods and materials and have raised
funds and continue to do so;
AND WHEREAS many Governments and international organisations have
allocated or sent resources and assistance in many forms;
AND WHEREAS assistance and offers of assistance are continually being
pledged by all of the above;
AND WHEREAS the Government has committed itself in partnership with
specialised international agencies, to a comprehensive assessment of the impact of the disaster on
the socio-economic status of households, communities and national sectors devastated by the
floods;
AND WHEREAS the Government intends to take action for the recovery and
rehabilitation using the results of the assessment.
RESOLVED,
That the National Assembly:-
1. Expresses its deeply felt sadness and sympathy to the victims of the disaster;
2. Expresses its gratitude to the people and organisations in Guyana and out of
Guyana for the assistance they have given and continue to give;
3. Expresses its thanks to those Governments and international organisations which
have contributed to the relief effort;
4. Urges all Guyanese and friends of Guyana to continue their efforts on behalf of
the victims;
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5. Supports the efforts of the Government of Guyana, the Opposition and all other
political organisations which have contributed to the relief efforts;
6. Urges the people of Guyana, including the victims of the flood, to continue their
valiant and courageous struggle against this disaster.
Passed in the National Assembly on 17th February, 2005.
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