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I assent, 
ALFRED SAVAGE, 

Governor, 
18th June, 1954. 

ORDINANCE No. 16 OF 1954. 
AN ORDINANCE further to amend the Supreme Court 0£ 

Judicature Ordinance to vary the procedure relating to the 
publication of draft rules of court. 

[19th June, 1954.] 
ENACTED by the Legislature of British Guiana:- A.D�54

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Supreme Court of Short title.
Judicature (Amendment) Ordinance, 1954, and shall be construed 
and read as one with the Supreme Court of Judicature Ordinance, Cap. 10· 
hereinafter referred to as the Principal Ordinance, and any 
)rdinance amending the same. 

2. Section seventy-seven of the Principal Ordinance, as Ameutl­
>1ended by section three of the Supreme Court Ordinance, 1930, meft of

-, hereby further amended by the deletion therefrom of parr.- ;r �f�he 
,·aph (a) and the substitution therefor of the followiugr- Principal 

"(a) at least fourteen days before making any rules Ordi­
of court, notice of the proposal to make them nance. 
shall be published in the Gazette and such �

0

i9iinotice shall specify the places at which copies O 

of the draft rules are available for insp€ction;". 

I assent, 

ALFRED SAVAGE, 

Governor, 

18th June, 1954. 

ORDINANCE No. 17 OF 1954. 
AN ORDINA'N'CE further to amend the Friendly Societies Ordinance. 

Enacted by the Legislature of British Guiana - A.D. rnr,-i.
[19th June, 1954.] 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Friendly Societies Short title.
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1954, and shall be construed and read Cap 214as one with the Friendly Societies Ordinance, hereinafter refe,red 
to as the Principal Ordinance, and any Ordinance amending the 
same. 

2. Section three of the Prlncipal Ordinance is hereby amended Amend­by the substitution for the words "may be registered under this men! of 
Ordinance, namely, -" of the words, "shall be societies to which Sfectthion 3
h. 0 d' 1· " 

0 e t 1s r mance app 1es, - . Principal 
Ordinance. 
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3. Section ten of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended
Ly the deletion of the words "model forms and" appearing in thf 
r;roviso to subsect:on (2) thereof. 

Amend- 4. Section twelve of the Principal Ordinance is hereby
men� of amended by the substitution for the words "which may be regis-
Sic

tion 12 tered under this Ordinance and which they desire should be so
;rincipal registered," in subsection (1) of the words "to which this Ordf­
Ordinance. nance applies,". 

Insertion 5. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the inser-
of few iion after section twelve oi the following new section -
r�.CA

0

Gi "Societies 12A. (1) Every society to which this Ordinanec 
Prin�ipal to �e applies. shall be registered under this Ordinance: 
Ordinance. registered. Provided that it shall be deemed to be a sufficient 

compliance with the provisions of this section if before 
any subscriptions or fees are collected from any meJr 
ber, the registrar, by writing under his hand pen .1C 
any person therein, hereinafter referred to as "a 
mitted person", to take the necessary steps fo· Jf' 

formation of a society, and if such society is b cf ;, 
registered within six months of such permission q1,·.
given as aforesaid. 

(2) fa the event of any contravention ,
the provisions oi this section, every society, trustee, 
memt-er of committee or other officer of an unreg:;�. 
tered society shall be liable to a fine of five dollars for 
every day during which such society remains unregis­
tered. 

(3) Every permitted person shall, while
such society is in process of formation cause to be kept 
proper books of accounts with respect to all subscrip­
tions er fees received and all sums of money expended 
by such person, and the matter in respect of which tr..e 
receipts and expenditure take place, and shall imme­
diately prior to the registration of the said society, OJ 

at the end of the said neriod of six months, whicheve. 
shall occur sooner, send to the registrar· a true return 
signed by him, of the receipts and expenditure, funds 
and effects collected, received and expended by him 
while such society was in process of formation. 

( 4) If it is shown that proper book., of
accounts were not kept by such permitted persor.. 
throughout the said period of six months immediately 
preceding the registration of such society such per­
mitterl person shall, unless he shows that he acted b,;n�i 
fide or that in the circumstances in which the affairs "l 
of the society in formation were carried on the de­
fault was excusable, be liable on summary conviction 
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to a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dolbrs 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months. 

(5) The registrar shall, on being satisfied
that any member or other person has subscribed to the 
funds so collected or received or has an interest there­
in, permit such member or other person to inspect 
without payment of any fee the said return at the 
office of the registrar during official office hours. 

(6) The registrar may at any time, ei.thet
before or after the registration of a society, o.r:ler tl 1e 
books, accounts, vouchers, documents, securities and 
funds of such society during the period it was unregis­
tered or in course of formation, to be inspected or 
audited by some fit and proper person appointed by 
him, and it shall be the duty of the permitted person 
and of every secretary, treasurer, trustee and raember 
of the committee or other officer of the society to make 
available to the person so appointed, all the- books, 
accounts, vouchers, documents, securities and funds 
for purpose of inspection, or audit; and the r0gistrar 
may crder such person to be paid out of the funds of 
the said unregistered society or society in forrn.ation, 
or from the Audit Fund as constituted under this Ordi­
nance, such fee as may be prescribed. 

6. Section twenty-two of the Principal Ordinance is hereby Amend­
amended by the substitution for the words "twenty-four cents" men! of
in subsection (2) of the words "forty-eight cents" Section 22· of the 

Principal 
Ordinance. 

7. Section twenty-six of the Principal Ordinance is hereby Amend­,:mended -
(a) 

ment of 
by the deletion of all the words appearing a±ter the section 26 
word "accounts" in the second line of sub-pare:.- of _th1; 
graph (iii) of paragraph (a) to the end of that �jg.cg�al
sub-paragraph and the substitution therefor of 

1 nee. 

the words "to the registrar for audit as hereinafter 
provided;"; 

lb) by the substitution for sub-paragraph (iv) of para­
graph (a) of the following sub-paragraph-
' (vi) once in every year, before the first day of 

May, submit to the registrar or other person 
appointed to audit a general statement (to 
be called "the annual return") of the receipts 
and expenditure, funds and effects, of the 
society, and the statement shall show 
separately the expenditure in respect of the 
several objects of the society, and shall be 
made out to the thirty-first day of December 
then l!:!.st inclusively; ' 

........ - . .. 

7 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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(c) by renumbering sub-paragraphs (iii), (v), (vi),
(vii), (viii) and (ix) as sub-paragraphs (v), (vii),
(viii), (ix), (x) and (xi) respectively; and

(d) by the insertion after sub-paragraph (ii) of the
following as sub-paragraphs (ii,i) and (i�n in
paragraph (a) -
" (iii) cause its accounts to be regularly eatered

in th2 prescribed books, separate accounts 
being kept of all moneys received or paid on 
account of every particular fund or benefit 
assured by the society for which a seoarate 
table of contributions is adopted, distinct 
from all moneys received and p.aid on 
account of any other benefit or fund; 

(iv) keep a separate account of the expenses of
management of the society and of ai.i con-•
tributions on account thereof."

8. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the inser­
tion after section twenty-six of the following new sections --
"Audit. 26A. (1) The registrar shall audit or cause to be 

il;tablish­
ment of 
Reserve 
Fund, 

audited by some person authorised by him by general 
or special order in writing the accounts of every society 
once at least in every year. 

(�') The audit under subsection (1) of this 
section shall include an examination of the annual re­
turn mentioned in this Ordinance, a verification of the 
annual return with the accounts and vouchers :;_·elating 
thereto, and a valuation of the assets and liabilities of 
the society. 

(3) The registrar and every other person
appointed to audit the accounts of a society shall have 
access to all the books and accounts of the society and 
shall have power when necessary -

r p,) to summon at the time of his audit, any offi­
cer, agent, servant or member of the sGciety 
who he has reason to believe can give ma­
terial information in regard to any trans­
actions of the society or the manage:mc:nt of 
its affairs; 

(b) to require the production of any book or,
document relating to the affairs of or any
cash or securities belonging to the society by
the officer, agent, servant or member in pos­
session of such book, document, cash or se­
curities.

26B. (1) (a) For the purpose of this section 
every society shall establish and· 
maintain a Reserve Fund. 

(b) Where a society declares in any
year the payment of a bonus il,

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(2) (a)

respect of the twelve months pre­
ceding such declaration of bonus, 
it shall before such declaration set 
aside out of the excess of revenue 
over expenditure for that period 
such sum or proportion thereof as 
the society may deem expedient, 
being a sum not less than five per 
centum of such excess, and shall 
forthwith credit the same to the 
Reserve Fund. 
The Reserve Fund shall, with the 
consent of the registrar, be utilised 
in expenditure of any extraordinary 
nature which may be necessary or 
desirable in carrying out the objects 
of the society. The Reserve Fund 
shall not be utilised however in 
paying a bonus or making any pay­
ment whatsoever in the nature of a 
bonus. 
All moneys accruing to the Reserve 
Fund shall from time to time be 
invested by the society in the 
manner provided by section thirty­
three of this Ordinance. For the 
purposes of investment under this 
seotion, ian investment shall not 
include the lending out of moneys 
to members under the provisions of 
this Ordinance. 
A society may, with the express 
permission in writing of the regis­
trar, at the end of every five years 
calculated from the date on which 
this section shall come into effect, 
or from the date of its registration, 
whichever is the later, apply any 
part of such Reserve Fund, not 
exceeding fifty per centum of the 
amount at which such Reserve 
Fund shall then stand, for any of 
the objects or purposes defined or 
established under the rules of the 
society save that no portion thereof 
shall be applied in paying a bonus 
or ir.. making any payment what­
soever in the nature of a bonus. 

Where the business of a society in­
cludes the providing for an endow­
ment of a member or the nominee 

[No. 17 43 
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of a member at any age or the 
assuring of a certain annuity, such 
society shall, in general meeting, 
set aside in each year out of its 
net profits as shown by the annual 
return of the society to the preced­
ing thirty-first of December such 
sum or proportion thereof as the 
society may deem expedient not 
being less than thirty-three &Jld 
one-third per centum of its net prr,­
fits as aforesaid yearly for a period 
of not less than three years con­
secutively immediately following 
the registration of such society and 
thereafter such sum or proportion 
thereof not being less than twenty 
per centum of its net profits a� 
aforesaid yearly to be accumulatr:)d 
as a Reserve Fund. 

(b) The moneys comprised in such Re­
serve Fund shall be deposited and
kept deposited in an account in a
bank approved by the registrar in
the name or names of the trustee
or trustees of the society and shail
be specially appropriated to mee�­
ing the liabilities of the society in
respect of claims and demands :iris­
ing under or in connection with the
aforesaid business of the society:

Provded that such Reserve Fund
or part thereof may be invested by
the trustee or trustees as the cas':!
may be in the securities or inve:;t •
ments authorised under this Ordin­
ance and the interest accruing or1
all such securities or investments
shall be paid directly to such Re­
serve Fund and shall not be applied
for any purposes other than those
to which the said Reserve Fund is
applicable.

(c) Every society transacting such busi­
ness as aforesaid shall whenev0r
it is intended to make a distribu­
tion by way of bonus cause an in­
vestigation to be made into its
financial condition including a
valuation of its liabilities by an

:1e: -- --

, ' 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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auditor approved by the Tegistrar 
and shall before making any such 
distribution file with the registrar a 
report of such auditor approving 
or sanctioning such distribution as 
aforesaid." 

[No. i7. 45 

9. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the in- Insertion
sertion after section twenty-nine thereof of the following new of J:_1ew 
sections _ sections 
"Limita­
tions of 
office 
holders. 

Bankrupt 
etc. not to 
be 
officer of 
society. 

. . . 29A and 
29A. (1) No person shall, without the perm1ss10n 29-B in the

in writing of the registrar, hold both the offices of Prin_cipal
president and treasurer of the same society: Ordinance. 

Provided that such permission shall only be 
granted with the approval of the Governor in Council 

(2) No person shall hold both the offices of
secretary and treasurer of the same society. 

(3) No person shall hold the office of
treasurer in more than one society. 

( 4) No person holding a1�y other office there­
in, shall be or act as the medical officer, dentist, 
optician or druggist of any society. 

( 5) No person shall hold the offices of secre­
tary and trustee or treasurer and trustee of the same 
society thereof. 

(6) Any person contravening any of the pro­
visions of this section shall be liable to a fine not ex­
ceeding one hundred and twenty dollars. 

29B. (1) No person who is an undischarged bank­
rupt or has compounded with his creditors or has 
made c1n arrangement or composition with his creditors 
under the Insolvency Ordinance or any other Ordin- Cap. 180. 
ance, shall be appointed, or if appointed shall act ::is 
the president, vice-president, secretary, assistant secre•­
tary, treasurer or trustee of a society. 

(2) Any person acting in contravention of
the provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall be 
liable to a fine n.Jt exceeding one hundred dollars. 

(3) A person shall be disqualified for being,
elected, and for being an officer of any registered 
society if, within the previous ten years he has been 
convic·ted of any offence involving dishonesty. If any 
person who, under the -provisions of this subsection is 
disqualified for being elected and for being an officer of 
any registered society, or if elected to be an officer of 
any registered society, has become disqualified to hold 
such office, acts as an officer of a society, he shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summar�.' 
convic:tion to a fine not exceeding two hundred and 
fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceed­
ing six months." 
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Amend­
ment of 
Section 43 
of the 
Principal 
Ordinance. 

10. Section forty-three of the Principal Ordinance is hereby
amended -

(a) by renumbering the sectfon as subsection (1);
(b) by the deletion of the brackets and letter " (a)" in the

proviso to subsection (1);

(c) by the addition of the following subsection -
"Refer­
ence to 
registrar 
of dispute 
by either 
party 

(2) Any party to a dispute in a registered
society may apply to the registrar to hear 
and determine the same and the registrar 
may, if he thinks fit, and after proper notice 
given to the other parties to the dispute, hear 
and determine such dispute; 

Provided that the registrar may, before 
proceeding to hear and determine a dispute, 
make or cause a preliminary investigation to 
be made into the dispute with the object of 
ascertaining the facts and limiting the issues 
and of endeavouring to bring about a volur.­
tary settlement between the parties to the 
dispute." 

(d) (i) by renumbering paragraphs (b), (c), (d), (e) and.
(f) of the proviso to subsection (1) (as renum­
bered) as subsections (3), ( 4), (5), (6) and (7)
respectively;

(ii) by the deletion of the word and comma "and," ;lt
the end of subsection (6) (.as renumbered);

(iii) by the substitution of a full stop for the semi­
colon at the end of the proviso to subsection (1)
and of ea-ch subsection thereafter (as renumbered);

(iv) b:? the substitution for the word, brackets ar.d
letter "paragraph (c)" appearing in the first line
of subsection (7) (as renumbered) of the word,
brackets and number "subsection (4) "; and

(e) by the insertion of the following new subsections -
" (8) In this section the expression "dispute" in­

cludes any dispute arising on the question whether a
member or person aggrieved is entitled to be or to con­
tinue to be a member or to be reinstated as a member,
but save as aforesaid, in the case of a person who has
ceased to be a member, does not include any disput-=
other than a dispute between him and the registered
society or an offi.::er thereof which arose whilst he was
a member or arises out of his previous relation as a
member to that society.

" (9) This section shall apply to unregistered �­
societies and societies in process of formation as it 
applies to societies as defined in sect.ion two of this 
Ordinance." 
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way disobey or not carry into effect such request, r0-
quisition or ord0r shall be guilty of an offence under 
this Ordinance. 

Inquiry. 45B. (1) The registrar n:ay of his own motion or at tbe 
request of a member or on the application of a creditor of 
a society by himself '.)r by a person or persons duly author­
ised by him in writing in this behalf, hold an inquiry intc, 
the constitution, working or financial condition of thP 
society and the pu:;ition or standing of any member in the 
society and may inv':!stigate all claims against the socie�y, 
its debts and liabilities. 

(2) Nothing herein contained shall prevent the
appointment by the registrar under this section of an officer 
or officers c,f the society to carry out an inquiry hereunder. 

(3) The remuneration of any person or persons
authorised by the registrar 1.mder this section and the othel· 
expenses of the inquiry shall be such as the registrar shall 
approve and shall unless the registrar otherwise directs, be 
borne by the society. 

( 4) The result of an inquiry under this section
shall be communicated to the society whose affairs have 
been investigated and in the case of a creditor, to the 
credi:or. 

(5) All officers and members of the society
whose affairs are investigated shall furnish such infor::na­
tion in their possession in regard to the affairs of the society 
as the regfat.rar or person authorised by the registrar mr.y 
require. 

(6) If any person wilfully hinders or delays
the registrar or any person duly authorised by him under 
this section in the exercise of any powers under this section, 
or fails to comply with the requisition of the registrar or 
said duly authorised person in pursuance of this section, er 
to produce any books, accounts, ledgers, receipts, vouchers, 
documents or moneys \Vhich he is required to produce, that 
person shall be deemed to obstruct the regtstrar or said 
duly authorised person in the execution of his duties under 
this sectio"l. 

(7) Every person who obstructs the registrar or
duly authorised person in the execution of his duty under 
this section shall be guilty 01: an offence against this Orcli-
nance. 

(8) For the purpose of holding an inquiry under
this section the registrar or other authorised person shall 
have power to administer oaths and affirmations and shall 
be vested with the powers of a magistrate for compelling 
the attendance of witnesses, maintaining order and other­
wise duly conducting the said inquiry. Persons summoned 
to attend at any such inquiry shall be legally bound so to 
attend, 

... 
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to time and for such period as he thinks fit, 
by order, exempt any registered society, or 
class of societies from payment of inc,nne tax 
under any Ordinance relating, to Income Tax 
for the time being in force in the Colony. 

64. This Ordinance shall apply to so•�ieEes sub­
sisting at the commencement of this Od:inance as if 
they had been registered after the date of the com­
mencement of this Ordinance and the rules of tho5e 
societies shall so far as they are not contrary to any 
express provisions of this Ordinance and subject to the 
approval of the registrar, continue in force until altered 
or rescinded." 

I assent, 

ALFRED SAVAGE, 

Governor, 

9th July, 1954. 

ORDINANCE No. 18 OF 1954. 
AN ORDINANCE to amend the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance 

with respect to the borrowing powers of the Council. 
[10th July, 1954].

A.D. HJ3,i ENACTED by the Legislature of British Guiana:-
--. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Georgetown Town

Short title. Council (Amendment) Ordinance, 1954, and shall be construed

Cap, 86. 
and read with the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance, herein­
after referred to as the Principal Ordinance, and any Ordinance 
amending the same. 

Amend- 2. Section two hundred and twelve of the Principal Ordi-
ment of nance, as enacted by section three of the Georgetown Town 
section 212 Council Ordinance, 1936, is hereby amended by the substitution 
of. th� . 1 for the words "one hundred thousand" in subsections (1) and (2) 
Pm�cipa thereof of the words "two hundred thousand" Ordinance. . . 
No. 23 of 
1936. 

.... 
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