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Respeetlully subnyit:-

et

rh

.
That vour Petitioness and the organizations they represent are duiy registered under the
Faws of Guyvana,

I'h;ﬂ‘)'mu' Petittoners are desirous of promoting a motion te retract anl or athenwise
imvatidate and anmad the prMininm of the legistation BH No. 30 of 2006 Gambling
Prevention (Amendment) Act of 2006, scheduled for hearing in the National Assembly of
the Conperative Republic of Guyana tiestly en the 11 January 2006 and apparentls on
davs thereatler.

Fhar the said Bl Noo 30 of 2006 is disingenuous. opportunistic, unconstitutional gml
conlliering with the protection of various tighis granied o citizens and £ Parliament off
Cirvana 0 iks altempt o instiate casino pambling in Gusana,

[han the Petinoeners. representing a sicnifieant amount of Christian congrecaiions i
Cinvana. therefore petiion die members of Gayana's Parlimment to cease and desisn from
entertaining o passing Bill No. 30 of 2006, or any other Bill designed o leaalize Casino
Caumibling m Gy ona

Fhat the Petittoners have enguged in aeademic research and verbal polling 1o its varions
Jistricts. and can sineerely conclude thar the megorits ol Guyanese it given the
appuriuiny o participate i tie pelitical process as the Constitution guarantees would be

unalterally vpposed to such o meyve. Our position is taken on these gromds:

1 That Conernment’ s approach thus G on the issue hos illostated finde regand for
Sections 13 and 50 of the Constitution of Guyana. It lias not invoh ed ivil society
in am meaningful consullation on the issue. nor une they engaged Parlianent in
any fornt of discussion. This represents a considerable lapse of judgement: given
the deleterivus effects that casine sambling has boeen shown to have on localines,

couties and countries.

it That Gevernment has eifered no study to show the social impoor of fegalized
gambting in Guyapa, On the other hund, there exixts @ lof af evidence 1o show
that, with our weuk Lnv enforcement. judicial. Tevishuive and social infrastcture.

the wlvent of eaging gambling could sev Gunvina moving from o “Turisdiction ot



1)

Coneern” in the USA State Dreparinient™s money -laundering list 10 a = Jurisdiction
of Primary Coneern™ In this regord, we reler readers to the [nternational
Nareotics Strateey Conrol Report Tor 2006 (INSCR 20001 and its “List of
Vulnerahiline Fuctors™ ar the LURL

It Awww.stitegov/pfinl/ris/n rerp /2000 o A V62 L4 It s well as the

.

colnprehensive “Comparative Table tor Money-Laundering Countries™ at the

LIRL Tittp:/www.state,gov/plinl/rlsirerpt/20006/v012/hm /62 14 Lhtur, See also

pages S and 6 of the “Draft Position of the Church of Jesus Christ an Casino

Gennabling”_an wddendum to this petition,

Phat basic aoademic vescareh shows that some ol the deleterious eifects of

cambling are:

. Tlte ereation of false values inctuding the “get-rich-quick®
ilfusion.
b, Discouragement of ilirift, honest enterpsise and a produetive

work cthic.

c, Promotion of vrectd —a viee whicl is appivrently latent in
cverynne.

d. Temptation to weak-willed persons, who frequently develop an
wilitiction {0 gambling.

c. ity negleet and domestic violenee, thus undermining the

most importast anit of society,

f. Wastage of moury whicl could be used for productive
oSS,

i Enrtchment of a few, and impoverishment of a majority.

h. Inereise in crime, sinee eamblers teid to engage i erime to

obtain money (o gamble
i. Pauperization of the gamblers, who olten will have to resort to

begging in orther (0 gamble or just survive,



i Promotion of opportunities for ilicgal activity inchuling money
Ioundering, thos leading to corraption in the puhlic ar/and
privite sectors,
0. That therefore the Petitioners urge:
0 Hiat casino eambling not be legadized in Guyana for the Cricker World
Caup 2007, or al any tune. and that this haste o have [l Na. 30 of 2006

introduced without consulting the major stakeholders means that our

sovernment is being hebd 1o ransom by vested interests.,

i) Thar Governmenr eannot and must nor be held © mnsom byoam
stiheholder because 1t faciitied mvestors” efforts o heneBt from tourism
and CWC 2007, We Guyanese will oot hive any type of totrism ot any

Cunt.

Hil Fhat consideration of Draft Legislation should be deterred il after
Cricket World Cup 2007 when o national consensus ean be reached an the

sue after comprehensive comsultation witli all stakeholders,

iv) That all ssued leences. promises, or assurances nulst be withdrawn,

) Fhat full and unbiased recoynition be made of all rexcarch papers on the
is=sue so that the Government and all Guyvanese entizens can learn fronn the
past and not be burdened with repeaiing the nustakes other nations have

nade.

7. [hat the Petitioners have already accessed und studied a representative body of work. and
would mimediately recommend that all Parliamentarians and readers peruse the Tssae
Briet: of  the  Center Tor Arizosa Policy (Jamary 20000 tound @

http:/azpoliev.org/pdi/Ghl HarmsofCGambling.pdf




Fhat the abosy cmentioned report iy awost current and oot outdiated, and gives o concise
outdine of the harms that fegalized wimbling swill bring w Guyana, und that the social cost

o Guvana will likely owtvweigh s nebulous benelits.

Fhat the Petivoners have also produced o dralt docament entitied “Legal. Moral, Secial,

aned Constitntional Cansiderations in Addressing the Responsibilitics of Guvernurent
with regard tn Casineg Gambling in Guywie® that deals with this and related issves. 1t is
a well researched puper whicn elearly clucidates the concerns of Guyanese eitizens
zenerally. I'he docinment fs o b found at the LIRL:

Lttp/ww w.earibevangeliealorg/pd ts/guyvanagambiing. pdf and is olso atached us an

addendum v this paition. 11 outlies Guyana's perilous descent ai the level of

geveriinee and constitmtional 1ssaes s o omataring democracy, we cannot ignore the

implicarions ol these lindings.

[har the Christloy commymin throughowr Guyana is deeply woubled by the stand initially

Lihen by the Government of Guyana. bul niaintains that there ts sti] ume for redress.

That the Pentioners implore covermment’s commitment 0 engage u natoens! discussion
ot this issuwe, We urge Christians, Muslims and Hindas in Guyana to Tl engage in this
nationid Jdiscussion mindlul of the sometimes cmotive nature of the issues o be

discussed.

That the Pedtioners pray thar God euide owr Members of Parflament as they consider the
negative hnplications o Bili No.o 30 ol 2006, and thereatter vole tor dis deleat. our
povernmient having  initially neglected 10 invelve Guyana's citizens. including its

Members of Parliantent. i the decision-making process.

That vour Petitioners have secured the cooperation and voluntary services of Member of
Parbiiment Yolda Lavwrence who has agreed 1o present this Petition in the National

Assembly,



14, Wherefore your Petitioners ambly pras tear the National Assembly will be pieased w

aceent their Petition and permit due process far the withdraw al of Bill No. 30 of 2006,

ANDYOUR PETITIONERS IN DUTY BOUND WILL EVER PRAY

Reverend Raphael Massinh ... & ik

Reverend Alphonse Porter

Sy )
Pastor Lloyd Stewart b /‘f"b’r’{»! LR PEA IR



