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A BILL 

lntituled 

AN ACT to repeal and replace the Maritime Boundaries Act 1977. to incorporate certain 

A.D.20 10 

Short title and 
commencement. 

Interpretation. 

provis ions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the 

UNE CO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 

200 I. to provide for marine scientific research, maritime cui rural area , eco-

tourism, marme parks and reserves and mariculture, the protection and 

preservation of the marine environment and fo r related matters. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

PART 1 

PRELIMI ARY 

I. This Act may be cited as the Maritime Zones Act 2010 and shall come 

into operation in whole or in parts on a date appointed by Order of the 

Minister. 

2. In this Act -

(a) ·'artificial island'' means any man made extension of the seabed or 

a featu re, whether or not the extension breaks the surface of 

the superjacent waters; 
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(b) ··ba clines·· means the baselines or the territorial ea determined 

in accordance with ·ection 5: 

(c) ··continental shelf. means the continenta l shelf of Guyana as 

defined in section 20( I): 

(d) ··continental margin·· means the continental margin of Guyana as 

delined in ection 20(3): 

(c) ··convention'· means the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the ea signed on I 0 December 1982. a t Montego Bay. 

Jamaica; 

( f) ··exclusive economic zone'· means the exclusive economic zone of 

Gu, ana established under ection 26( I); 

(g) "high seas'" has the same meaning assigned to it m the 

Convention; 

(h) '" insta lla ti ons .. includes 

(i) a moored vessel: 

(ii) a communication cable: 

(ii i) an o il pipeline; 

(iv) a mili tary surveillance installation: 

(v) a pipeline \vhich i used for the transfer of any substance 

to or from a vessel. a research. exploration o r production 

platform. or the coast of Guyana: 

(vi) an exploration or production platform used 111 the 
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Cap. 47:01 

prospecting fo r o r mining of any substance; 

(vi i) an exploration or production vessel used 111 the 

prospecting for o r mining of any substance; 

(viii) a telecommunications line as defined in section I of the 

Posts and Telecommunications Act; 

(ix) a vessel or equipment used fo r the exploration or 

exploitation of the seabed; 

(x) an area situated within the distance of 500 metres 

measured from any point on the exterior side of an 

installation referred to in subparagraph (i) or (ii) other 

than a pipeline; 

(xi) an area situated under or above an installation referred to 

in subparagraph (i) or (ii); or 

(xii) any other structure whether permanent or temporary 

within the maritime zone, which is being or intended to 

be used for or in connection with the exploration and 

exploitation and conservation and management of the 

natural resources; 

(i) "internal waters" means the internal waters of Guyana as defined 

in section 7; 

U) " island"' means a naturally formed area of land, surrounded by 

water, which is above water at high tide; 

(k) ·' lowest astronomical tide" means the mean height of high water 
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Act No. II 
ofl996 

as marked on large scale maps recognised by the 

Government; 

(I) .. mariti me zones.. means the internal waters. territorial sea. 

contiguous zone. the continental shelf and the exclusive 

economtc zone: 

(m) .. master" includes every person lawfu ll y having for the time 

being, command or charge of any vessel or submarine; 

(n) •·miles" means international nautical miles of 1,852 metres each; 

(o) " Minister" means the Minister of Foreign Affairs, tmless 

otherwise indicated; 

(p) " natural resources" has the same meaning as assigned to it under 

the Envi ronmental Protection Act 1996; 

(q) ''nautical m iles" has the same meaning as " miles"'; 

(r) ·'resources" means the living and non-l iving resources of the 

seabed and its subsoil, and of the waters superjacent to the 

seabed; as well as resources fo r the production of energy 

from tides, currents and winds: 

(s) .. right of innocent passage" means the right of innocent passage 

referred to in sec tion 10: 

(t) .. sea .. means the vvater of the sea. as well as the seabed and its 

subsoil; 
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Limits of the 
territorial sea. 

(u) ·'submarine" includes any underwater ve sel however propelled; 

(v) ·•straight line" means the shortest distance between two points on a 

surface; 

(w) '·territorial sea" means the territorial sea of Guyana referred to in 

section 3; 

(x) " UNESCO" means the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation; 

(y) 'UNESCO Convention" means the UNESCO Convention on the 

Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 200 I ; 

(z) ·'vessel" includes ship, boat or any other mode of water transport 

employed in navigation but does not include a foreign 

warship; 

(aa) " waste" includes any matter prescribed to be waste and any 

matter, whether liquid, solid, gaseous or rad ioactive, which 

is discharged , emitted or deposited in the environment in 

such volume, composition or manner as to cause an adverse 

effect. 

PART II 

TERRLTORIAL EA 

3. (1) The territorial sea comprises those areas o f the sea having as their 
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Rights over the 
territoria I sea. 

Base I i nes of the 
te rritorial sea. 

Low-water line. 

inner limits the baselines refe rred to in section 5 and as the ir outer limits a line 

measured from the baselines. every point of which is twe lve nauti cal mi les 

from the nearest point of the base lines. 

(2) For the purpose of delimiting the territoria l sea, the outermost 

permanent harbour works which form an integral part of any harbour system 

shall be treated as forming part o f the coast but for that purpose offshore 

install ations and artifi cial islands shall not be considered as permanent harbour 

wo rks. 

4. (1) The sovereignty of Guyana extends to the territorial sea. the seabed 

and its subso il under and the airspace over that sea. 

(2) Guyana, in the exercise of its sovereignty. has exclusive jurisdiction 

over the territorial sea subject to international law and the Convention. 

5. The basel ines from which the territorial sea shall be measured shall be 

the low-water line along the coast and , where the coast line is broken by a 

river. a straight line j oining the two points where the low-wate r line on the 

coast ends on either side of the ri ver. 

6. For the purposes o f secti on 5, the low-water li ne in any spec ified area is 
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Limits of the 
internal waters. 

Rights over the 
internal waters. 

Closing lines. 

the lowest astronomical tide level on the coast of Guyana that can be predicted 

to occur under average meteorological conditions and under any combination 

of astronomical conditions. 

PART Ill 

INTERNAL WATERS 

7. The internal waters comprise-

(a) the areas of the sea that are on the landward side of the 

baselines which form the inner limits of the territorial sea; 

and 

(b) all rivers, bays, historic bays, ports, harbours and waters 

lying landward ofthe baselines. 

8. ( 1) The sovereignty of Guyana extends beyond its land territory to the 

internal waters. the seabed and its subsoil under and the air space over the 

internal waters. 

(2) Guyana, in the exercise of its sovereignty, has exclusiYe 

jurisdiction over the internal waters. 

9. ( l ) The Minister in consultation w ith the Minister responsible for 

lands and surveys may. by regulations, prescribe closing lines to delimit 
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Right of in nocent 
passage in the 
territorial sea. 

internal waters. 

(2) ln this section. "clos ing lines·· means the straight lines, drawn in 

accordance with the provisions of the Convention. that -

(a) cross the mouth of a ri ver; 

(b) enclose a bay; or 

(c) de limit the waters of a harbour. 

PARTlY 

INNOCENT PASSAGE 

10. ( 1) Subject to sections 11 and 12 and any other re levant law. all 

fo reign vessels shall enjoy the right of innocent passage through the territorial 

sea. 

(2) Innocent passage, to which subsection ( I ) refers, shall be 

continuous and expeditious and not prejudicial to the peace. good order or 

security of Guyana and includes stopping and anc horing, but only in so far as 

they are incidental to ordinary navigation or are rendered necessary by f orce 

majeure or distress or fo r the purpose of rendering assistance to persons. 

vessels or aircraft in danger or di stress. 

(3) For the purposes o f this section. ' ·innocent passage·· means 
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Regulating 
innocent passage. 

navigation through the territorial sea for the purpose of -

(a) crossing those waters without entering the internal waters or 

calling at a roadstead or port facility outside the internal 

waters; or 

(b) proceeding to or from the internal waters or calling at a 

roadstead or port facility outside the internal waters. 

(4) In exercising the right of innocent passage, a foreign ves el shall 

comply with the laws of Guyana, any order, direction, licence or any other 

authori ty relating to the exercise of innocent passage through the territorial sea. 

11. (1) A foreign warship, including a submarine and any other underwater 

vessel of war, may enter or pass through the territorial sea after giving prior 

notice to the President. 

(2) A submarine or any other underwater vessel, whether or not a 

vessel of war, exerci sing the right of innocent passage through the territorial 

sea shall navigate on the surface and show its flag while passing through the 

territorial sea. 

(3) The Minister responsible for transport and harbours may by order 

designate sea lanes and prescribe traffic separation schemes for the regulation 

of the passage of e sels through the internal waters and terri torial sea and in 
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on-innocent 
passage. 

the interest of safety o f navigation. 

(4) master of a submarine, not being a ve el of war, who 

contravenes subsection (2) commits an offence and is li able on conviction on 

indictment to a fin e of fi ve million dollars and to imprisonment for fi ve years, 

and in addition the Court may order the forfeiture of the ubmarine. 

12. ( I) The pa sage of a foreign vessel is prejudicial to the peace. good 

order or security of Guyana. that is to say. the passage is not innocent if. whi le 

in the territorial ea. the vessel engages in -

(a) any threat or use of fo rce agai nst the sovereignty. territorial 

integrity or political independence of Guyana or act in 

any other manner in violation of the principles of 

international law: 

(b) any exercise or practice with weapons of any kind; 

(c) any act. in contemplation of collecting information. which 

would be prejudicial to the defence or security of 

Guyana; 

(d) any ne t of propaganda calculated to affect the defence or 

security of Guyana: 

(e) the launching of. landing on or taking on board o f any 

aircraft or mil itary de\ ice: 

(f) the loading or unloading of any commodit_. currency or 
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person contrary to any laws relating to customs, excise, 

immigration or sanitation; 

(g) the wilful discharge of any substance which causes 

pollution, in contravention of the Convention; 

(h) any fishing activities; 

(i) the carrying out of research or surveying activities ; 

U) any act designed to interfere with any system of 

communication or any other fac il ity or installation m 

Guyana; or 

(k) any other activity not directly related to its passage. 

(2) The master of a foreign vessel or submarine, not being a vessel 

of war, who takes part in or causes the vessel or submarine to be engaged in, 

and any other person on board who takes part in, any activity specified in 

subsection (I)-

(a) each commits an offence and is liable on conviction on 

indictment to a fine of not less than one million dollars 

nor more than ten million dollars and to imprisonment 

for five years; and 

(b) where the offence is continued after conviction, the master 

and the other person who were convicted. each commits a 

further offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of three 

hundred thousand dollars for each day on which the offence 
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Security measures. 

Foreign vessels 
carryi ng nuclear 
or other hazardous 
wastes. 

is continued, 

and in addition the Court may order the forfeiture of the vessel or 

submarine. 

13. The President may make orders and exercise powers and take measures 

in relation to the territori al sea as is necessary in the interest of the peace. good 

order or security of Guyana or any part of Guyana. and the measures may 

include the suspension. whether abso lute ly or subject to any exceptions and 

qualifications as the President thinks fit. o f the right of innocent passage of all 

or any class of fore ign vessels through any area of the territorial sea. 

14. ( 1) A master of a foreign vessel shall not store, transport or permit 

to store or transport any nuclear or other inherently dangerous or noxious 

substances, harmful substances and hazardous wastes in the internal 

waters and territorial sea except with the prior written permiss ion, 

agreement or consent of, and prior notification to, the Minister 

responsible for the environment. 

(2) Where any foreign nuclear-powered vessel or foreign vessel 

carnes nuclear or other inherently dangerous or noxious substances while 

exercising the right of innocent passage through the territorial sea, the master 

of the vesse l shall. in re lation to the \'CS el and substances. carry the necessary 

docu ments and sha ll observe the precautionary measures that are establ ished 
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for those vessels by any international agreement applicable to the carrying of 

those substances or any law for the time being in force. 

(3) A vessel carrying radioactive materi als shall not pass through any 

part of the internal wa ters or territorial sea unless prior notification of 

intended passage and the route to be taken by the vessel through those waters 

or the sea has been given in accordance with regulations that may be 

prescribed. 

( 4) In this section, '·radioactive materials" means waste that, as a 

result of being radioactive, is subject to an international control system or 

international .i nstrument applying specifically to radioactive material s. 

(5) A vessel to which subsections (2) and (3) refer may be required to 

confine its passage to such sea lanes as may be prescribed. 

(6) A master of a vessel who contravenes this section commits an 

offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of not less than ten 

million dollars nor more tha n twenty million d olla rs a nd to imprisonment 

for not less tha n seven yea rs nor more tha n twenty-fin years. 

(7) The Mini ter in consulta tion with the Minister responsible for 

the environment may make regulations regulating the passage of vessels 
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Discharge of 
harmful 
substances and 
hazardous wastes. 

Laws applicable 
to right ofhot 
pursu it. 

carryi ng hazardous waste. and nuclear and rad ioactive materials through a ll or 

any part of the internal waters and territorial sea. 

(8) Regulations made under this section shall provide for the ac tion 

that may be taken, includ ing stopping and boarding vessels. to ensure 

compl iance with the regulations. 

15. ( I) A master of a foreign vessel shall not d ischarge or permit to 

discharge any nuclear or other inherently dangerous or noxious 

substances, harmful substa nces and hazardous wastes in the interna l 

waters a nd territor ia l sea except with the prior written permission, 

agreement or consent of, and p r ior notification tol the Minister 

responsible for the environment. 

(2) A master of a vessel who contravenes this section commits an 

offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of not less than twenty 

million dolla rs nor more than forty million dolla rs and to imprisonment 

for not less tha n ten yea rs nor more than twenty-five years. 

16. ( I) The laws of Guyana shall apply with respect to the execution of 

oflicial and dt! fence duties by Guyanese public offic ials and defence forces in 

re lation to hot pursuit from within the internal waters. territorial ea. 

contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone a nd continental helf, including 
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Limits of the 
contiguous zone. 

Grounds for denial 
of entry into 
Guyana. 

safety zones around continental helf installations, undertaken in 

acco rdance with Article I II of the Convention and the conduct obstructing 

such execution. 

(2) A person who does any act in pursuance or intended 

pursuance of the functions conferred on him by or under this Act shall not 

be subject to any civil or criminal liability in respect of such act, whether 

on the ground of want of jurisdiction, mistake of law or fact or on any 

other ground, unless that person has acted or omitted to act, in bad faith. 

PARTV 

THE CONTIGUOUS ZONE 

17. The contiguous zone comprises the area of the sea that has as its inner 

limit the outer limit of the territorial sea and as its outer limit the line every 

point of which is a distance of twenty-four nautical miles from the nearest 

points of the baselines of the territorial sea. 

18. Where the Minister has reasonable grounds to bel ieve that a person in 

the contiguous zone would, if that person were to enter Guyana, commit an 

offence in re lation to a customs, fiscal, immigration or anitary law, the 

Minister may, subject to Guyana s international obligations deny that person 

entry into Guyana. 
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Commission of 
otTences in the 
contiguous zone. 

- ---------- ----- --- --

19. ( I ) ubject to subsection (2). ""'here there i reasonable ground to 

believe that a person has committed an offence in the contiguous zone 1n 

respect of an, cu toms. tiscal. immigration or sanitary law, every power of 

arrest. entry. search or seizure or other power that could be exercised in 

Guyana in respect of that offence may also be exercised in the cont iguous 

zone. 

(2) A power of arrest shall not be exercised in the contiguous zone on 

board any ve el registered outside Guyana without the consent of the Attorney 

General of Guyana. 

(3) Without limiting subsections ( I) and (2), the Minister may 

exercise other powers and take measures in or in relation to the contiguous 

zone as the Minister considers necessary for the security of Guyana. 

(4) Any person who commits an offence in Guyana from the 

contiguous zone or enters Guyana having committed an offence in the 

contiguous zone i liable on conviction on indictment to a fine of seven million 

dollars and to impri onment for seven years. 

(5) Guyana has, and may exercise in respect of the cont iguous zone, 

such povvcrs and authority as may be necessary to prevent or punish the 

infringement \\ ithin Guyana. including it internal water and territorial sea. of 
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Lim its of the 
continental shelf. 

any written law with respect to customs, fiscal. immigration or sanitation. 

(6) The Minister may make regulations that permit. in the contiguous 

zone. the exercise of controls necessary to -

(a) prevent infringement of any customs, fiscal, immigration or 

san itary laws within Guyana. its internal -.: aters and 

terri to ria l sea; and 

(b) punish the infringement of those laws committed within 

Guyana, its internal water and territorial sea. 

PART VI 

THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 

20. (1) The continental shelf comprises the seabed and its subsoi l of the 

submarine areas that extend beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea 

throughout the natural prolongation of Guyana's land territory-

(a) subject to Article 76(2) of the Convention to the outer 

edge of the continental margin; or 

(b) to a distance of two hundred nautical miles from the 

baselines of the territorial sea-.: here the outer edge of the 

continental margin does not extend up to that distance. 

(2) Where the outer edge of the continental margin extends beyond 
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Rights in the 
continental shel f. 

two hundred nautical miles from the baselines, the President may. by 

regulation. establ ish the outer limits of the continental she lf hav ing regard to 

the principles and methods of delineation of the continental shelf beyond that 

po int spec ified in Article 76 of the Convention. 

(3) For the pu rposes of subsections ( 1) and (2). the continenta l 

margin comprises the submerged prolongation of the land mass of Guyana 

consisting of the seabed and its subso il , the slope and the ri se of the continental 

she lf. but does not include the deep ocean floor with its oceanic ridges or its 

subso il. 

21. ( 1) [n the continental shelf there is vested in Guyana-

(a) sovereign and exclusive rights for the purpose of exploring. 

explo iting. conserv ing and managing its natural resources; 

(b) exclusive rights and j uri sdiction for the authorisation and 

regulation of the construction. operation, maintenance and 

use of artificial islands. off-shore terminals, installations 

and other structures and devices necessary for the 

ex ploration and exploi ta ti on o f the resources of the 

conti nental she lf or for the convenience of shipping or fo r 

any other economic purpose: 

(c) exc lusiYe right to authorize and regulate drilling fo r any 
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Licence or 
authoriry to 
explore or exploit 
resources. 

purposes; 

(d) jurisdiction to authorise, regulate and control manne 

scientific research; and 

(e) j uri sdiction to preserve and protect the marine environment 

and to prevent and control marine pollution. 

(2) The natural resources to which subsection (l)(a) refers consist of 

the mineral and other non-living resources of the seabed and subso il together 

with living organisms belonging to sedentary species, that is to say. organisms 

which, at the harvestable stage, e ither are immobile on or under the seabed or 

are unable to move except in constant physical contact with the seabed or 

subsoil. 

22. (l) A per on, including a foreign government and an international 

organization, shall not, in the continental she If, except under and in acco rdance 

with the terms of a licence or a letter of authority granted by the President -

(a) explore or exploit its resources; 

(b) carry out any search or excavation or conduct any research: or 

(c) drill or construct, maintain or operate any artificial island. off-

hore terminal , installation or other structure or device for any 

purpose. 
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Declaration of 
designated area. 

(2) Any person who contravenes subsection ( 1) commits an offence 

and is liable on summary conviction to a line of three million dollars and on 

conviction on indictment to a fine of five million doll ars, and in addition the 

court before which the person was convicted may o rder the forfeiture of 

any ve el and equipment used in the commi ion of the offence. 

23. The President may by order -

(a) declare any area of the continental shelf and its superjacent water 

to be a designated area for any purpose; and 

(b) make any provisions as the President considers necessary with 

respect to -

(i) the exploration. exploitation and protection of the 

resources of the continental shelf within the designated 

area; 

(i i) the safety and protection of artificial islands. off-shore 

terminals, installations. and other structures and devices 

in the designated area: 

(iii) the preserYation and protection of the manne 

environment of the des ignated area: 

(i v) customs and other fi scal matters tn relati on to the 

designated area: 

(v) the entry into and passage through the designated area 

by foreign ve el by the establishment o f fairways . ca 



Submarine cables 
and pipelines in 
the continental 
shelf. 

Exercise of 
jurisdiction in the 
continental shelf. 

lanes, traffic separation schemes or any other mode of 

ensuring freedom of navigation which is not prejudicial 

to the interests of Guyana; and 

(vi) the conduct of marine scientific research m the 

designated area. 

24. Without limiting the provisions of section 23 and subject to any 

measures that may be necessary fo r protecting the interests of Guyana, the 

Government shall not impede the laying or maintenance of any submarine 

cables or pipelines on the continental shelf by other States except that the 

consent of the Minister shall be necessary fo r the delineation of the course for 

the laying of the cables or pipelines. 

25. ( 1) Guyana has jurisdiction with regard to customs, fiscal , health, 

security and immigration laws in relation to the continental shelf. 

(2) (a) To enable Guyana to exercise the sovereign rights and 

j urisdiction it has in the continental shelt there is extended 

to the continental shelf, to the extent recognised by 

international law. the laws of Guyana. 

(b) In particular, the laws of Guyana shall apply to artificial 

islands, installations and structures on the continental shelf 

as if they were in the territorial sea. 
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Limits of the 
exclusive 
economic zone. 

Rights in the 
exclusive 
economic zone. 

(3) The rights enjoyed by Guyana in the continental shelf and the 

continental margi n that are not sti pulated in this Act shall be exercised tn 

accordance with the Convention, internat ional law and the laws of Guyana. 

(-') In exercising its ri ghts and perfom1ing its duties in the continental 

shelf. Guyana shall have due regard to the rights and duties of other States and 

shall act in a manner compatible w ith international law. 

PART VII 

T HE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

26. ( 1) T he exclusive economic zo ne comprises an area of the sea beyo nd 

and adjacent to the territoria l sea extending to a l ine every point of which is a 

di stance of two hundred nautical mi les from the nearest points of the baselines 

o f the terri torial sea and is so designated as the exclusive economic zone of 

Guyana. 

(2) T he Mi nister may by regulations. prescribe the line of the outer 

limit of the exc lusive economic zone . 

27. In the exclusive economic zone, there is vested in Guyana -

(a) sovere ign rights fo r the purpose of exploration. exploi tation. 

conservation and management of the natural resources. both 
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Rights of 
navigation and 
over night. 

Licence or 
authority to 
explore or exploit 
resources in the 
exclusive 
economic zone. 

living and non-livi ng as well as fo r producing energy from 

tides, currents and winds; 

(b) exclusive rights and j uri sdiction for the construction, 

maintenance or operation of artificial islands, off-shore 

terminals, installations and other structures and devices 

necessary for the exploration and exploitation of the resources 

of the zone or fo r the conven ience of shipping or for any other 

purpose; 

(c) jurisdiction to authorise, regulate and control marine scientific 

research; 

(d) jurisdiction to preserve and protect the marine environment and 

to prevent and control marine pollution; 

(e) jurisdiction with regards to customs, fiscal , health, securi ty and 

immigration laws; and 

(f) any other ri ghts that are recognised by international law. 

28. Tn the exclusi ve economic zone and the air space over the zone, every 

State shall , subject to the exercise by Guyana of its rights within the zone, 

enjoy freedom of navigation and over flight. 

29. ( 1) A person, including a foreign government and an international 

organization. shall not, in the exclusive economic zone. except under and in 

accordance with the terms of any written agreement wi th the Government o f 
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Guyana or o f a licence or le tter of authority granted by the Pres ident -

(a) explore or exploit any resources: 

(b) carry out any search or excavation or conduct any 

research; or 

(c) drill o r construct. maintai n or operate any arti ficial island. 

off-shore terminal. installation or o ther structure or 

device for an y purpose. 

(2) o thi ng m this section shall app ly tn relation to fi shing by a 

citizen of Guyana. 

(3) Any person who contravenes subsection ( I) commits an offence 

and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of three million do ll ars and on 

conviction on indictment to a fine of five million dollars, and in addition the 

court before which the person w as convicted may order the forfeiture of 

any vessel and equipment used in the commission of the offence. 

30. The President may by order -

(a) declare any area of the exclusive economtc zone to be a 

designated area for any purpose: and 

(b) make provisions as the President considers necessary with 

respect to -

(i) the exp loration. exploitation and protection o f the 
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resources of the designated area; 

(i i) any other activities fo r the economic exploitation and 

exploration of the designated area such as the 

production of energy from tides, currents and winds; 

(iii) the safety and protection of artificial islands, off-

shore terminals, installations and any other structure 

and devices in the designated area; 

(iv) the protection of the marine environment of the 

designated area; 

(v) customs and other fiscal matters m relation to the 

designated area; or 

(vi) entry into and passage through the designated area of 

fo reign vessels by the establishment of fairways, sea 

lanes, traffic separation schemes o r any other mode of 

ensuring freedom of navigation which is not 

prejudicial to the interests of Guyana. 

31. ( I) To enable Guyana to exerc ise the so ereign rights and jurisdiction 

it has in the exclusi e economic zone, there is extended to that zone, to the 

extent recognised by international law, the laws of Guyana. 

(2) In particular, the law of Guyana shall apply to artificial is lands, 

installations and structures in the exclusive economic zone as if they ' ere in 
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the ten·itorial sea. 

(3) In exercising its rights and performing its duties in the exclusive 

economic zone, Guyana shall have due regard to the rights and duties of any 

other state and shall act in a manner compatible with international law. 

32. The norms, regulations and measures for the prevention. reuuction and 

contro l of pollution fro m vessels, aircraft. art ific ial islands, scientific research 

stations, installations and structures which are in e ffect within the limits of the 

internal waters. territorial sea and the contiguous zone shall extend to the 

exclusive economic zone, taking into account international rules and standards, 

international treaties and conventions to wh ich Guyana is a party. 

33. Rights enjoyed by Guyana in the exclusive economic zone that are not 

sti pulated in this Act sha ll be exercised in accordance with the Convention, 

internat ional law and the laws of Guyana. 

PART VIII 

DELIMITATION OF MARITIME BOUNDARIES 

3-'. (I) In accordance with Article 15 of the Convention and 

internationa l law, delimitation of the boundaries of the territorial sea 

between G uyana and any State opposite or adjacent sha ll be by agreement 

between Guyana and that State and failing agreement the territorial sea 
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shall not be extended beyond the median line every point of which i 

equidi tant from the nearest point on the ba cline from which the 

breadth of the territorial sea of each of the two Sta tes i measured. 

(2) ubsection ( I ) shall not apply where it is necessary by reason of 

historic title or other special circumstances to delimit the territorial ea of 

Guyana in a way which is at variance with subsection (1). 

35. Delimitation of the boundaries of the continental shelf and the 

exclusive economic zone between Guyana and any State opposite or adjacent 

to Guyana shall be by agreement on the basis of international law, as referred 

to in Article 38 of the tatute of the International Court of Justice, in order to 

achieve an equitable solution. 

36. If no agreement can be reached under sections 3-' and 35, Guyana shal l 

resort to the procedures provided for in Part XV of the Convention. 

37. Every agreement entered into under sections 34 and 35 shall, as soon 

as after it is entered into, be published in the Gazette. 
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PART IX 

CHARTS AND GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATE 

38. ( I ) The Min ister respon ible for lands and surveys shall. in 

consultation wi th competent authori ties. prepare charts of an adequate cale fo r 

ascertaining the positions of the following matter 

(a) the baselines of the territorial sea: 

(b) the outer limit lines of the terri torial sea. the continental shelf 

and the exclusive economic zone: 

(c) the lines of delimitation of the territorial sea. the continental 

shelf and the exclusive economic zone: 

(d) sea lanes or traffic separation schemes. 

(2) A li t of geographical coordinates of points speci fying the geodetic 

datum for the baselines, outer limit lines or lines of delimitation may be 

substituted for a chart under subsection ( I). 

"'"'' 

39. The Minister responsible for lands and urveys shall -

(a) in consultation with the Guvana Lands and uf\·evs 
J • 

Commission. publish the charts and li sts of geographica l 

coordinates prepared: and 

(b) provide a copy of each chart and list of geographical coordinates 

to be tleposited \\ ith the ecretary-General of the L'nitcd 
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~0. (1) The Minister responsible for lands and surveys may issue charts or 

lists of geographical coordinates prepared under section 38 on payment of the 

prescribed fees. 

(2) A document, certified by the Minister responsible fo r lands and 

surveys to be a true copy of a chart or list of geographical coordinates, shall be 

accepted in any proceedings as evidence of any matter shown in the document, 

but without prejudice to the right to adduce evidence in rebuttal. 

(3) In any proceedings in any court a certificate purporting to be 

signed by the Minister responsible for lands and surveys or any person 

authorised by the Minister that the chart is for the time being an authori sed 

and accurate chart shall be admissible as conclusive evidence of the matter 

stated in the certi ficate. 

(4) A person other than the Minister responsible fo r lands and 

surveys, referred to in subsec tion (3), who signs the certificate sha ll, in the 

absence of proof to the contrary, be presumed to be duly authorised to sign it. 
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PART X 

MARI NE SCI ENTI FIC RESEARC H 

-U . ( I) Guyana has sovereign rights. as provided by international law and 

in particular Article 245 of the Convention to regulate. autho rise and conduct 

mari ne scientific re earch in the territorial sea. 

(2) Guyana, in the exercise of its jurisdict ion. has the right. as 

provided fo r by internationa l law and in part icular A rticl e 246 o f the 

Conven tion. to regulate. authorise and conduct marine scientific research in the 

exclusive economic zone and on the continental shelf in accordance with the 

relevant provisions o f the Convention. 

(3) Without limiting the generality of .subsections ( I) and (2) .. the 

M inister, in cons ulta tion w ith the M inister responsible fo r the environment 

may make regulations regulating the conduct of marine scientifi c research in 

conformity with Articl es 245 to 253 of the Convention so far as they rela te 

to any proposed marine scientific r esearch . 

(4) A per on, enti ty, foreign government or in te rnationa l 

organisation carrying out a ny ma rine scientific resea rch unde r this section 

sha ll, in accorda nce with Articles 245 to 253 of the Convent ion, make 

ava ila ble to G uyana p reliminary r eports as soon as practicable, and full 

r eports a fter the completion of the research cons isting of a ny r esea rch 
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results, all data, samples and pecimen derived from the research or any 

other requirement as may be prescribed. 

(S) Any per on who contravenes subsection (-t) commits an 

offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of five million dollars 

and in addition the court may order the forfeiture of any ve el and 

equipment used in the commission of the offence. 

PART XI 

MARITIME CULTURAL AREA 

42. The Minister may by order declare an area within the territorial sea and 

the contiguous zone to be known as the maritime cultural area. 

-t3. ( I) Guyana has sovereign ri ghts and exclusive jurisdiction m its 

maritime cultural area. 

(2) Subject to any other law or international treaty to which Guyana is 

a party, Guyana has, in respect of objects of an archaeological or historical 

nature found in the maritime cultural a rea. the same rights and po-. ers as it has 

in respect of its internal waters and territoria l sea. 
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Underwater 
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44. ( 1) The Minister responsible for culture may authorise activities 

directed at undernrater cultural heritage within the territorial sea and 

contiguous zone. 

(2) A person, entity, foreign government or international 

organisation shall not engage in any undernrater cultural heritage activity 

within the territorial sea or contiguous zone, except under and in 

accordance with the terms of a licence or letter of authority granted by the 

Minister responsible for culture or of any written agreement of the 

Government of Guyana. 

(3) A person, entity, foreign government or international 

organisation shall not engage in any commercial exploitation of 

undernrater cultural heritage for trade or speculation or its irretrievable 

dispersal within the territorial sea or contiguous zone. 

(4) A person who contravenes subsection (2) or (3) commits an 

offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of five million dollars 

and in addition the court may order the forfeiture of any vessel and 

eq uipment used in the commission of the offence. 

(5) The Minister in consultation with the Minister responsible fo r 

culture may make regulations to regulate and authorise activities directed at 
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underwater cultural heritage within the territorial sea and contiguous zone in 

accordance with Articles 7 and 8 of the UNESCO Convention. 

(6) The regulations made under subsection (5) shall , in particular 

ensure that the Ru les Concerning Activities Directed at the Underwater 

Cultural Heritage set out in the Annex to the UNESCO Convention are 

appl ied. 

(7) The Minister responsible for culture may by order provide for the 

protection, management, ownership, preservation, collection, custody and fo r 

other matters incidental to cultural maritime heritage, historic wrecks, sites of 

interests and objects of archaeological and historic nature found at sea and its 

specific sites in the maritime cultural atea. 

PARTXJI 

ECO-TOURISM, MARINE PARKS AND RESERVES AND 

MARICU L TURE 

-t5. (1) A person shall not establish or operate any eco-tourism, marine 

parks and reserves, and mariculture operations within any of the 

maritime zones except with a permit issued by the Minister responsible 

for transport and harbours. 
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(2) A person shall not oper ate any ceo-tourism, mar ine parks a nd 

reserves and ma riculture operations in such a way as to have any 

ignificant adverse effects on a ny of the marine species. 

(3) A person who contravenes subsection ( l ) or (2) commits an 

offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of fi ve million 

dolla rs, a nd m addition the court may order the forfeiture of any vessel 

a nd equipment used in the commiss ion of the offence. 

46. T he Minister may by order des ignate -

(a) any area of any maritime zone fo r the establishment or 

creation o f eco-tourism operations; 

(b) any a rea of any maritime zone fo r the establishment or 

creation of mari ne park operati ons or tempora ry manne 

protected areas; 

(c) any area of any maritime zone or any island w ith in any 

maritime zone for the estab lishment or creation of 

mari ne reserve operations; and 

(d) any area of any maritime zone for the establi shment or 

creation of mari cultu re operations. 

4 7. (I) T he :\1inister in colla bora tion with the relevant minis tries a nd 

agencie may make regula tions for a ny of the opera tions referred to 
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section 46. 

(2) Regulations providing fo r mari culture operations shall apply -

(a) to a ll mariculture boats of Guyana, and activities done with 

those boats and thei r crews wherever they may be; and 

(b) to a ll forei gn mariculture boats and activities done with 

those boats and their crews, m waters within the 

mariculture area. 

PART XIII 

THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF THE MARI NE 

ENVIRO MENT 

48. The Minister in consultation w ith the Minister responsible fo r the 

environment may make regulations for the protec tion and preservation of the 

marine environment including regulations fo r -

(a) the prevention, reduction and control of pollution of the marine 

environment -

(i) from land-based sources, including n vers, estuaries, 

pipelines and outfall structures; 

(ii) from or in connection with seabed activiti es subject to 

Guyana's jurisdiction; 

(iii) from artificial is lands, installations and structures under 
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Guyana's jurisdiction in accordance wi th Articles 60 

and 80 of the Convention; 

(iv) from dumping; 

(v) from or through the atmosphere. applicable to the ai r 

space under Guyana's sovereignty; and 

(v i) fro m vesse ls fl ying Guyana's flag or vessels or ai rcraft 

under its registry; 

(b) regu lating conduct in. and safeguard ing the maritime zones; 

(c) environmental assessment of economic and other activi ties 111 

the mari time zones; 

(d) environmental control in the marit ime zones; 

(e) monitoring of the condition of the maritime zones; 

(f) protection and preservatio n of areas used as eco-touri sm areas. 

marine reserves, marine parks, mar iculture areas and scientific 

research areas; and 

(g) any other matters relating to the protection and preservation of 

the marine environment. 

49. ( I) Any person who engages in any activity that results in pollution 

of the marine environment commits an offence and is liable on summary 

conviction to a fine of twenty million dollars and to imprisonment for ten 

years. 
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(2) Notwithstanding anything in this Act or any other law, the Minister 

responsible for the environment may by order prescribe any measure necessary 

to be taken against any vessel or aircraft in any area of the sea or the airspace 

abo e the sea, in order to protect the coastline of Guyana or related interests, 

including fi shing, from pollution or any threat of pollution resulting from a 

maritime casualty or an act or omission relating to such casualty and which 

may reasonably be expected to result in any major harmful consequences. 

PART XlV 

GENERAL 

· 50. ( I) The President may take any action that is necessary in the interna l 

waters, territorial sea or contiguous zone to preserve and maintain security in 

accordance with any obligations under international law. 

(2) The President may establish safety zones around the artificial 

islands. installations and structures in the exclusive economic zone and 

continental shelf in which appropriate measures may be taken to ensure the 

safety o r navigation, of the artificial is lands, installations and structures. 

51. Notwithstanding any other law, the President may take an y action in 

any area of the sea o r in the ai rspace above the sea, as i necessary to maintain 
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national so ereignty and territorial integrity in the exercise of the principle of 

sel r defence contained in Artic le 51 of the Charter of the United Nation . 

52. ( I) The Minister may make regulations for the purpose of giving effect 

to the provisions of this Act. and. in particular but without limiting the genera l 

power. rna, make regulations for -

(a) providing the manner of givi ng prior notification of intended 

passage and of the route to be taken by ve els carrying 

radioacti e material through the internal waters or 

territorial sea: 

(b) permitting the exerci e of controls neces ary to pre ent or 

punish the infringement of the customs, fi scal, immigration 

or sanitary Jaws within Guyana, its internal waters and 

territorial sea: 

(c) establ ishing the ou ter limits of the continental shelf and 

exclusive economic zone: 

(d) fees in relation to licences and letters of authority referred 

to in sections 22 ( I) and 29( I) or for any other purposes: 

(e) regulating the conduct of any person in the maritime zones: 

(f) regulating the exploration and exploitation. conservation and 

management of the resources of the continental she If and 

the exclusi,·e economic zone: 

(g) regulating the con truction. maintenance and operation of 
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artificial islands, off-shore tem1inals, installations and other 

structures and devices of the continental she If and the 

exc lusive economic zone; 

(h) regulating and authori sing acti vities directed at underwater 

cultural heritage within the contiguous zone; 

(i) establi shing or creating and regulating the conduct of. and 

safeguarding any of the operations referred to in section 47, 

including regulations with respect to the identification and 

markings of the boundaries of the operations, boats and 

gear; 

U) preservmg and protecting the marine environment and 

prevention and contro l of marine pollution including any of 

the related matters referred to in section 49(2); 

(k) authori sing, regulating and contro lling the conduct of 

sc ientific research. 

(2) The powers under subsection (1) are in addition to those 

conferred on the Minister to make other ubsidiary legislation under the 

other provisions of this Act. 

(3) In making any subsidiary legislation with respect to 

provisions under this Act, the Minister vested with the authority to do so 

may prescribe offences and penalties that may be imposed in re pect of 
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53 . The President may by order extend. wi th exceptions and modifications 

as may be specilied in the order, the application of any law in force in Guyana 

or any part of the law to the continental shelf and the exclusive economic zone 

(including any area declared to be a designated area) and make provisions as 

the President may consider necessary for fac ilitating the enforcement of the 

law and the Ia\· . o extended. shall ha e effect in relation to the continental 

shelf and the exclusi e economic zone as if those maritime zones to which it 

had been extended are parts of the territory of Guyana. 

54. ( I) The laws referred to in the first column of the chedule are 

amended to the extent set out in the second column of the chedule. 

(2) ny re ference to the internal waters. contiguous zone. territorial 

sea. exclusive economic zone and continental shelf in any law shall. in relation 

to an, period after the commencement of th is Act. be construed as reference to 

those \\·aters and 1.ones referred to in this Act. 

(3) Any reference to the fi shery or fi shing zone in this ct or in any 

other law in relation to conservation. management or exploi tation of li\·ing 

manne re ource shal l be con trued as reference to the exclu ive economic 
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zone referred to in this Act. 

(4) Any reference to fishery or fishing zone in any other law in 

relation to fiscal matters or matters concerning customs, emigration, 

immigration or sanitation shall be construed as reference to the contiguous 

zone referred to in this Act. 

(5) With effect from the commencement of this Act, any reference 

to any provision of the Maritime Boundaries Act 1977 in any law shal l be 

construed with such modifications, adaptations, qualifications and exceptions 

as may be necessary to bring them into conformi ty with this Act. 

(6) Until other baselines are determined in accordance with thi s Act, 

the baselines, the territorial sea, the continental shelf and the exclusive 

economic zone shalL fo r the purposes of this Act, be taken to be those that 

existed under the Maritime Boundaries Act 1977 immediately before the 

commencement of this Act. 

(7) Notwithstanding section 55, any agreement or subsid iary 

legislation made for the purposes of the Maritime Boundaries Act 1977 and in 

force immediately before the commencement of this Act shall continue in force 

as if made under this Act to the extent the agreement or subsidiary legislation 
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are not inconsistent wi th thi s Act, and may be repealed or replaced In 

accordance with thi s Ac t. 

55. The Maritime Boundaries Act 1977 is repealed. 

LAW 

SCHEDULE 

AMENDED LAWS 

PROVISION 

section 54 

AMENDMENT 

C ustoms Act, Cap. 82 :0 1 Section 2 By the substitution for the definition of "waters 

of Guyana" of the following -

Defence Act 

Cap. 15:01 Section 

208A(2) 

ection 

208A(3 )(v) 

46 

' "waters of Guyana·· means the internal 

waters, territorial sea and the 

contiguous zone of Guyana as 

defined 111 the Maritime Zones 

Act 2010:' . 

By the deletion of the 'vVords "on and under the 

high seas and waters". 

By the insert ion immediately before the \Vords 

··territorial sea .. of the words .. internal waters:·. 

~· 
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Environmental Protection 

(Water Quality) Regulations 

2000 

(No. 6 of2000) 

Fisheries Act 2002 

(Act No. 12 of 2002) 

Guyana Shipping Act 1998 

Third 

Schedule 

paragraph 16 By the substitution -

Section 2U) 

Section 

2(1 )(k) 

(a) for the words '·Maritime Boundaries 

Act 1977" of the wo rds " Maritime 

Zones Act 2010"; and 

(b) for the words "Act No. 10 of 1977" 

of the words "Act No. of2010". 

By the substitution for the words '·any part of 

the sea abutt ing the foreshore ' of the words " 

any part of the sea that are on the landward 

side of the terri torial baselines'. 

By the substi tution for the definition of 

"fi sheries waters'· of the fo llowing -

47 

' '·fisheries waters' means the internal 

waters, territorial sea, contiguous 

zone, continental margin. the 

exclusive economic zone as 

defined by the Maritime Zones 

Act 2010;'. 



- - -------------- - - - --

(Act 7 o f 1998) 

M ining Act 1989 

(Act o. 20 of 1989) 

Pe tro leum (Ex plo ration and 

Production) Act 1986 

(Act No. J of 1986) 

Section 2(s) 

ection 

2(1)(b) 

ection 

2( I )( I) 

Secti on 

2(2)(b) 

ec tion I (2) 

48 

By the substitution fo r the words ··Maritime 

Boundari es Act 1977" of the words '·Maritime 

Zones Act 20 I 0". 

By the insertion, immediate ly afte r the word 

··seabed" , of the words ··in the maritime zones 

of Guyana" . 

By the insertion, immediately after the word 

"seabed'' wherever that word appears of the 

words " in the maritime zones of Guyana'·. 

By the substitution for the set of . words 

beginning with the words ·' the territoria l sea" 

and endi ng with the words " the exc lus ive 

economic zone'' o f the words -

" internal waters. territoria l sea. 

contiguous zone. continental she lf, 

continenta l margm and exc lusive 

economic zone··. 

By the substi tution for the set o f words 

beginning with the words "land in Guyana" 

and ending w ith the words "economic zone of 



• 

Section 

2(1)(n) 

Section 

2(2)(a) 

Guyana." of the words-

" land in Guyana. including the internal 

waters, territorial sea, contiguous zone, 

continental shelf, continental margin and 

exclusive economic zone of Guyana.". 

By the insertion, immediately after the word 

"seabed", where that word appears fo r the fi rst 

time, of the words " in the maritime zones of 

Guyana". 

By the substi tution for the set of words 

beginning with the words "the terri torial sea" 

and ending with the words '·the exclusive 

economic zone" of the words-
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'" internal waters, territorial sea, 

contiguous zone, continental shelf, 

continental margm and exclusive 

economic zone" . 



EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

Part I (Preliminary) This part provides the short titl e. commencement date and the 

interpretation provisions. 

Part II (Territorial Sea) Clause 3 seeks to de fine the limits of the territorial sea. The territorial 

sea compri ses those areas of the sea between the territorial baselines and a line measured from 

the territorial baseline, every point o f which is twelve nautical miles from the nearest point of the 

baselines. C lause 4 provides that Guyana's sovereignty extends to the territo rial sea. the seabed 

and subsoil and the airspace over that sea and in the exercise of its sovereignty, Guyana has 

exclusive jurisdiction over the territo ri al sea subject to internationa l law including the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). C lause 5 provides that the baseline from 

which the territorial sea sha ll be measured shall be the low-water line a long the coast and, where 

the coast line is broken by a ri ver. a straight line joining the two points where the low-water line 

o n the coast ends on either side of the river. 

Part Iff (Internal Waters) Clause 7 provides the limits of the internal waters. T he interna l 

waters comprise the areas of the sea that are on the land ward side of the territorial baselines and 

a ll rivers. bays. hi storic bays. ports. harbours and waters lying landward of the baselines. C lause 

8 provides for Guyana·s sovereignty to extend beyond its land territory to the internal waters. the 

seabed and its subsoi l under and the ai r space over the internal waters. Guyana has exclusive 

jurisdiction over the internal water . Under clause 9 the Mi ni ster may prescribe closing lines to 
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.. 
delimit internal waters. Closing lines mean the straight lines, drawn in accordance with the 

provisions of the Convention (UNCLOS), that cross the mouth of a river; enclose a bay; or 

delimit the waters of a harbour. 

Part IV (Innocent Passage) This part provides for the right of innocent passage in the territori al 

sea and the internal waters. Clause I 0 provides that a ll fo reign ships shall enjoy the ri ght of 

innocent passage through the territorial sea. Innocent passage shall be continuous and 

expeditious and includes stopping and anchoring, but only in so far as they are incidental to 

ordinary navigation or are rendered necessary by force majeure or distress or for the purpose of 

rendering assistance to persons, ships or aircrafts in danger or d istress. ·'Passage" means 

navigation through the territoria l sea for the purpose of crossing those waters without entering 

the internal waters or calling at a roadstead or port facility outside the internal waters; or 

proceeding to or from the internal waters or calling at a roadstead or port fa·c ility outside the 

internal waters. Clause 11 provides for the regulating of innocent passage. Prior notice to the 

President is required by a foreign warship, including a submarine and any other underwater 

vehicle of war to enter or pass through the territo ria l sea. A submarine or any other underwater 

vehicle exerci sing the right of innocent passage through the territorial sea shall nav igate on the 

surface and show its fl ag while passing through the territorial sea. Clause 12 provides fo r 

instances where passage shall be non-innocent, such as. where a vessel in the territorial sea 

engages in any threat o r use of fo rce against the sovereignty. territorial integrity or political 

independence of Guyana or act in any other manner in violation of the principles of international 

( - law, in any exercise or practice wi th weapons of any kind and in any act, in contemplation of 

• 
collecting information, vvhich would be prejudicial to the defence or security of Guyana. Clause 
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1 -t provides for the requirement of pnor permiSSion. agreement or consent of and prior 

notification to the Minister responsible for environment to store. transport or permit to store or 

transport any nuclear or other inherentl y dangerous or noxious ubstances in the internal waters 

and territorial sea. Clause 15 prohibits. except with the prior permission or agreement and 

notification of the Minister responsible for environment, discharge any harmful substances and 

hazardou wastes in the internal waters and territorial sea. Clause 16 provides for the laws of 

Guyana to be applicable to rights of hot pursuit by Guyanese public officials and defence forces 

from wi thin the internal waters. territorial sea and contiguous zone. 

Part V (The Contiguous Zone) Clause 17 provides for the limits of the contiguous zone and 

c lause 19 addresses issues relevant to the security of Guyana as it relates to that area. The 

contiguous zone comprises the area of the sea that has as its inner limit the outer limit of the 

territorial sea and as its outer limit the line every point of which is a distance of twenty-four 

nautical miles from the nearest po in t of the baseline of the territori al sea. Under clauses 19 and 

20 Guyana·s legal jurisdiction is extended with respect to the prevention and commiss ion of an 

offence regarding customs. fi scal. immigration or sanitary law in this area. to the extent of 

denying entry into Guyana. 

Part VI (The Continental Shelf) Clause 20 provides the limits of the continental shelf. The 

cont inental shelf comprises the eabed and its subsoi l of the submarine areas that extend beyond 

and adjacent to the territorial sea throughout the natural prolongat ion of Guyana·s land territory 

to the outer edge of the cont inenta l margin. or to a distance of two hundred nautical miles from 

the ba elines o f the territorial sea where the outer edge of the continental margin does not extend 
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• 
up to that distance. Where the outer edge of the continenta l margin extends beyond two hundred 

nautical miles from the baselines, the President may, by regulation, establish the outer limits of 

the continental shelf having regard to the principles and methods of delineation of the continental 

shel f beyond that point specified in Article 76 of the Convention (UNCLOS). Clause 21 provides 

Guyana's rights in this area, which rights include exc lusive rights to authori ze and regulate 

drilling for any purposes, and jurisdiction to authorize, regulate and control marine scientific 

research. Clause 23 provides for any area of the continental she! f to be a designated area and for 

the President to make the necessary provis ions fo r the exploration, exploitation and protection of 

the resources of the continental shelf within the designated area. Clause 25 provides that the 

rights enjoyed by Guyana in the continental shelf and the continental margin that are not 

stipulated in this Act shall be exercised m accordance with the Convention (UNCLOS), 

international law and the laws of Guyana. 

Part VII (The Exclusive Economic Zone) Clause 26 provides that the exclusive economic zone 

comprises an area of the sea beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea extending to a line every 

point of which is a di stance of two hundred nautical miles from the nearest point of the baseline 

of the territorial sea. Clause 27 extends the rights over this area to include the application of 

immigration and other jurisdictions and any other rights that are recognized under the 

Convention (UNCLOS) to this area. Under clause 29 the President may under a licence, letter of 

authority or the terms of an agreement permit a person, including a foreign government, to 

I 
explore or exploit any resources and carry out any search in the exclusive economic zone. Under 

r: - clause 30 the President may declare any area in this zone a designated area. . , 
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Part VIII (Delimitation of Maritime Boundaries) Clause 34 provides that delimitation o f the • 

boundaries of the territorial sea between any State opposite or adjacent to Guyana shall be by 

agreement between Guyana and that tate and failing agreement. the territorial sea shall not be 

ex tended beyond the median line every point of which is equ idistant from the nearest points on 

the baselines from which the brea th of the territorial sea o f each of the two States is mea ured. 

However. where it is nece ary by reason of historic ti tle or other special circumstances to 

de limit the territorial sea of Guyana and that other State in a way which is at variance with th is 

method. the method shall not apply. Under clause 35 delimitation of the boundaries of the 

continental she lf and the exc lusive economic zone between any tate opposite or adjacent to 

G uyana shall be by agreement between Guyana and that State on the basis of international law. 

as referred to in Art icle 38 of the tatute of the International Court of Justice. in order to ach ieve 

an equitable solution. Clause 36 provides fo r the settlement of disputes according to Part XV of 

the Convention (UNCLOS). if no agreement on delimitation can be reached. 

Part IX (Charts and Geographical Coordinates) This part provides for the preparation of 

charts of an adequate scale for ascertaining the positions of the baselines of the territorial sea. the 

outer limit lines of the territorial sea. the continental shelf and the exclusive economic zone and 

the lines of delimi tation of the terri torial sea. the continental shelf and the exclusive economic 

zone. list of geographical coordinates of points specify ing the geodetic datum fo r the baseli ne. 

outer limit lines or lines of delimi tation may be substituted for a chart. 

• 
Part X (Marine Sc ientific Re earch) This part establishes Guyana·s so\·ere1gn rights and - .,. , 
exclusive j urisdiction over mari ne sc ient itic research. It gives the Minister power. in consultation 

54 



• 

with the Minister responsible for the environment, to make regulations concerning this research 

and ensure that the regulations are in confonnity with the relevant articles of the Convention 

(UNCLO ). 

Part XI (Maritime Cultural Area) This part gives the Minister power to declare an area within 

the territorial sea and the contiguous Lone to be known as the maritime cu ltural area. Clause -B 

designates Guyana's rights in the maritime cultural area and gives the Minister power, m 

consultations with the Minister responsible for culture, to make regulations with respect to 

underwater cultural heritage. The Minister responsible for culture may by order provide for the 

protection, management, ownership, preservation, etc. of cultural maritime heritage, historic 

wrecks, sites of interests and objects of archaeological and historic nature found at sea and its 

specific sites in the maritime cultural area. 

Part XII (Eco-tourism, Marine Parks and Reserves and Mariculture) This part provides for 

the establishment and regulation, in any area of any maritime zone, of eco-tourism operations, 

marine park operations, marine reserve operations and maricultural operations. 

Part X III (The Protection and Preservation of the Marine Environment) This part provides 

fo r the Minister in consultation with the Minister responsible for the en ironment, to make 

regulations for the protection and preserva tion of the marine en ironment including regulations 

for the prevention, reduction and control of pollution of the marine en ironment and 

environmental assessment of economic and other acti ities in the maritime zones. 
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Part XIV (General) Clause 50 provides fo r maritime safety and security in the Maritime zones. 

afety zones may be established around the artificial islands. installations and structures in the 

exclusive economic zone and continental shelf in which appropriate measures may be taken to 

ensure the safety of na\'igation. Clause 51 provides for overeign rights of elf defence in the 

maritime zones whereby the President rna. take any action in any area of the sea or in the 

airspace abo e the sea. as is neces ary to maintain national sovereignty and territorial integrit y in 

the exercise of the principle of self defence. nder clause 53 the President may by order extend 

the application of any law of Guyana to the continental shelf and the exclusive economic zone 

(incl ud ing any area dec lared to be a designated area) and make provisions as the President may 

consider necessary for facilitating the enforcement of the law and the law so extended shall have 

effect in relation to the continental shelf and the exclusive economic zone as if those zones to 

which it had been extended are parts of the territory of Guyana. Clause 54 provides for the 

consequential amendments of several laws. Clause 55 repeals the unrepealed portions of the 

Maritime Boundaries Act 1977. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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