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Establishment Of A Special Select Committee
1. On 16th December, 2004, the National Assembly approved Resolution No. 54
concerning the establishment of a Special Select Committee to recommend to it
whether the twenty-five seats provided for by section 11 of the Representation of
the People Act (Cap. 1:03) should be increased, and if so, by how many.
2. The Resolution to which reference is made states as follows:
WHEREAS amendments were made to the Representation of the People
Act pursuant to the Report of Constitution Reform Commission of July 17, 1999
making recommendations on changes to the electoral system;
AND WHEREAS section 11 of the said Act was amended to provide that
Guyana be divided into ten geographical constituencies for the purpose of electing
Members of the National Assembly from each geographical constituency;
AND WHEREAS section 11A of the Representation Act provides that the
ten geographical constituencies shall elect twenty-five Members of the National
Assembly as follows: two Members for Region 1; two Members for Region 2,
three Members for Region 3. seven Members for Region 4, two Members for
Region 5, three Members for Region 6, two Members for Region 7, one Member
for Region 8, one Member for Region 9 and two Members for Region 10;
AND WHEREAS in order to complete the reforms proposed by the
Constitution Reform Commission and to consider expanding reforms already
made-
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RESOLVED
That the National Assembly establishes a Special Select Committee to
recommend to the National Assembly whether the twenty-five seats
provided for by section 11 of the Representation of the People Act should
be increased and if so, by how many;
FUTHER RESOLVED,
That the Special Committee reports to the National Assembly within two
months or by such earlier date as the Elections Commission may deem
necessary in order to complete preparations for the 2006 General and
Regional Elections.
Constitution of the Special Select Committee
3.        The Committee of Selection met on 20th December, 2004, and nominated the
following five Members to constitute the Special Select Committee:
Members of the Peoples Progressive Party /Civic (5)
The Hon. Gail Teixeira, M.P.
Minister of Culture, Youth & Sport
The Hon. Dr. Leslie Ramsammy, MP.
Minister of Health
Mr. Donald Ramotar, M.P
Dr. Bheri Ramsaran, M.P.
Mrs. Philomena Sahoye-Shury, CCH., J.P., M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary
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Opposition Members
4.
There was no nomination of Opposition Members as they declined to participate
in the work of the Special Select Committee.
Election of Chairman of Special Select Committee
5.
The Committee held its first meeting on 3rd January, 2005, at which Mr. Donald
Ramotar was elected its Chairman.
Consideration   of the   Issue   on   Whether   to   Increase   the   25   Geographical
Constituency Seats and, if so, by how many
6. The Special Select Committee met on Friday, 11th March, 2005 and on
Wednesday 6th April, 2005 in pursuance of Resolution No. 54, and during its
deliberation expressed its regret that the Opposition had taken the decision not to
participate in the work of the Committee.
7. The Committee observed that article 160 (2) of the Constitution provided for up
to fifty percent of the elected Members of the National Assembly to be elected
from geographical constituencies and that the Members who participated in its
deliberation were prepared to initiate a proposal that the number of elected
Members of the National Assembly be increased from 25 to 32 in respect of
geographical constituencies.
8. It agreed that the decision of the Opposition not to be involved in the
consideration of such an important electoral issue, made it useless for those
comprising the Committee to proceed with the proposal and it, therefore, decided
that the status quo of the geographical constituencies should be retained.
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RECOMMENDATION
Rationale
9. The Committee is of the view that the non-participation of the Opposition in the
consideration of such a very important electoral issue that can affect national
elections, makes any reform the Committee saw fit to be made, useless and
ineffective.
Recommendation
10.
The Committee, therefore, recommends that:-
There should be no increase in the twenty-five seats provided for by
section 11 of the Representation of the People Act (Cap. 1:03) for the ten
geographical constituencies.
Report of the Special Select Committee
11. At its meeting held on 6th April, 2005, the Committee agreed that its
Report should be presented to the National Assembly.
12. The Report is accordingly hereby submitted.
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Verbatim Records
13.
The Verbatim Records of Proceedings of the Committee have been
prepared and are available at Parliament Office.

Mr. Donald Ramotar, M.P.
Chairman
Committee Division
Parliament Office
Public Buildings
Georgetown.
6th April, 2005
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