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A BILL 

Intituled 

-AN. ACT to provide fo:i: certain matter's relating to the terri
toriail sea,, the intern� wate,rs, the continent.al shelf, the 
exclusive economic zone and the fishery zone of Guyana•. 

Enaated by the Parliament of Guyana:-
A.D. �97'7 

1. (1)
Act, 197.7. 

Th
. 

A b 'ted th M ·t· B d · Sh.o:nt title 1s ct may e et as e an 1me oun anes and

(2) Part III of this Act shall come into force on a date
appointed by; order of the Minister. 

2. In this Act -

"continental shelfn means the continental shelf of
Guyana; 

"exclusive economic zone" means the .exclusive 
econom�Q zone of Guyana as designated under 
section 15;

. "fi51h" inc.1udes all or any of the varieties of marine, 
estuarine or fo:,esh water fishes, crustaaea, 
whales, p0I1Poises, manatees, mollusca or other 
marine animal and pi ant life or £resh water 
animal arnd pl'ant life; 

"fishery zone" means the fishery zone of Guyana 
estab1'ished by �ct.ion 23; 

"fishing" means -

(a) the catching, taking or harvesting of fish.;

(b) the attempted catching, taking or harvest-
in_g of fish;

cOIDUD etllce, 

mMJt. 
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(c) any other a,ctivity which can reasonably
be expected to result in the catching, tak
ing or harvesting of fish;

(d) any operations at sea in support of, on in
preparation for, any activity described in
paragrapihs (a), (b) and (c),

but does not include any scientific research activity 
�hich is conduct.ed by a scientific research vessel; 

"fishing boat" means any vessel, boat, ship, or 
other ,craft which is �ed for, equipped to be 
used for, or of a type which is normally used 
for -

,, (a) fishing; or 

(b) aiding or assisting one or more vessels at
sea in the performance of any activity r&
lating to fis,hing, inc uding, but not limited
to, preparation, supply, storage, refrigera
tion, transportation or processing;

"fishi!ng boat of Guyana" means a fishing boat which 
is registered in Guyana; 

"foreign fishing b:oat" means a fishing boat whi�h is 
not �egistered in Guyana; 

"miles" means international nautical miles of 1,85.2 
metres each; 

"territorial sea'' means the ter:ritorial sea of G;uyaqa: 

PART I 

THE TERRITORIAL SEA 

3. (1) Subject to section 34, the te1Titorial sea comprises
those areas of the sea having as their inner limits the baseli,ne 
referred t.o in section 7 and ai,s theiiir outer limits the line every, 
poin� on which is twelve mfes from the nearest point of the base
line. 

(2) References to the territorial sea in any law shall, in
relation to any period after the commencement of the Act, be con
strued in aocordance with subsection (1). 

4. The internal waters of Guyana include any areas of
. the sea that are on the landward siide of the base.Jin� of the terri
torial sea. 
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5. The sovereignty of Guyana extends and has a·ways ex-. �fve;r��
n
!.

tended to th territorial sea and to the seabed and subsoil under-
lying, and the airspace over, such sea. 

6. (11) Without prejudice to any other written law for the
time being in force, a1 1 foreign ships (other than warships includ
ing submarines and other underwater vehic· es) shall enjoy the 
right of innocent passage. 

(2) For 'the purposes of this section, passage is innocent
so long as it is not prejudicial to the peace, good order or security 
of Guyana. 

(3) Foreign warships including submarines and other
und,e,rwater vehicles may ent,�r or pass through the territorial sea 
after giving prior notice to the Government of Guyana: 

Provided that submarines and other underwater 
vehicles shall na.vigate on the surface and show thefr Fag while 
pas�ing through such sea. 

(4) The Minister may exercise such powers and take
such measures' in or in 11elation to the territorial sea as he may 
consider necesse.ry in the interest of tihe peace, good ord�:1.· or 
s2curity of Guyana or any part thereof, and such measu.resl may 
include the suspension whether abso1ute;y or subject to suc;h ex
ceptions and qualifications c1's he thinks fit, of the entry of ar or 
any dass of foreign ships, into such! area of the territorial sea. 

7. (1) The base1 ine from which the territorial sea shall be
measured shall be the ·ow-water line along the coast and, where 
the coast line is bro�2n by a river., a straight line joining the two 
points where the low-wate,r line on the coaet ends on either side 
of the river. 

(2) The Minister ·responsible for J ands and sunreys may
by order pr�scribe geogtraphical co-ordinates of poi.nts from whiCih 
straight lines may be drawn for the purpose of subsection (1) .. 

8. (1) For the purposes of section 7, the · ow-water line in
any sp�cified area sha�l be the line of the mean Jow-,vater springs 
as depicted on the la,rgest sda'e Guyana Government nautical chart 
on ,record at the Ministr!J1 respons:ible for lands and surveys for 
the time lleing of that a'I"ea O·r, where no such chart of that ariea 
exists, the largest scai e British Admiralty chart for the time be-
ing of that area. 

. (2) �n any proceed_in};1S in any court, a ,certificate pur-
portmg to be signed biy the Mm1ster rz,�ponsible fo:r lands and sur
veys or a, person authorised by him that ·-

Use of 
terri:to1'jal 
se� by 
[oTeign 
ships. 

Base1i.ne. 

Low-water 
line. 
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(a) any specified Guyana Government nautical chart
of any area is the largest scale chart for the
time being of that area; or

(b) no Guyana Government nautical chart for any
anea exists: and that any specified Biritis:h Ad
miralty chart of that area is the largest sea: e
British Admiralty .chart for the time being of
that area,

shall be admissible as evidence of the matter stated in the certifi
cate. 

(3) Every person signing any such certificate shal:l, in
the absenoe of proof to the ,contrairy, be presumed to lJe du�y au
thorised to sign it. 

PART II 

THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 

9. Subject to section 34, the continental �helf (whi1ch by
virtule·of the applied law, that is to say, the British Guiana (Altera
tion of Boundai,ies) Order in Council, 1954, was inc·uded in thle 
boundaries of Gu:ya:na) cormp:rlises the seabed and subis1oil of the 
submarine areas that extend beyond the limit of the territorial 
sea through�u)t the nattural prolongation of the land territory of 
G;uyana to the outer. edge· of thie continental mairgin or to a dis� 
tance of two hundred miles friom the hasenne riefoIT'ed to in sec
tion .7, w,here the outer edge of the continental. margin does not 
extend up to that distance. 

10. (1) Guyana has, and always had, full and exclusive
sovereign rights in rlespect of the continental shelf. 

(2) Without p:riejudice to the generality of the :Arovi
sions of subsection (1) Guyana has' in the continenta� shelf -

(a) sovereign rights fo� the purposes of explora
tion, exp:oitation, conservation and management
of all resou11ces;

(b) exclusive rights and jurisdiction for the co11r
struction, maintenance or operation of artificial
islands, off-shore terminals, installations and
other structjures and devices necess·ary for the
exp' oration and -exploitation of the r'esources
of the continental shelf or for the convenience
of shipping or for any other purpose;

(c) exclusive j;urisdiction to authorise, regulate and
control scientific research; and
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(d) exclusive jur.isdiction to preserve and protect
the marine environment and to prevent and
control marine pollution.

11. No person (including, a foreiglll Government) sha:l, ex- ����r
11/

r 

cept undler and in adcordano� with the terms of a licence or a to exp]o�e 
letter of authqr.ity granted by Ure Minister responsible fol'\ natural 0:-.:U=. 
:resour'Ces, explore the continental shelf or exploit its resources or 
carry out any search or excavation or conduct any uesearch with-
in the continental shelf or diriH therein or constnu;ct, maintain or 
operate any artificial island, off-shore terminal, installation 011 
other structure or device therein for arzy purpose whatsoever . 

• 

12. The PI1esident may by order -

(a) declare any'area of the continental shelf and its
s,uiperjabent waters to be a designated area; and

(b) mak.e such p,rovisions as he may deem necessary
with respect to -

(i) the exp:�oration, exp�oitation and protection of
the resour-Oes of the continental shelf within
such designated area;

(ii) the ,safety and ptotection of artifi_cial islands,
off-shore terminal,s, in�tallations, and · other
structures and dev:iices in such aesignated
area;

(iii) the ,protection of the marine environment of
SUjch designated a•ea;

(iv) customs and other fiscal matters in relation to
such desig'nated area; or

(v) the ientry ,into and passage through the design
,ated �rea of foreign ships by the estab 'ish
ment of fairways, sea.lanes, traffic separ,ation
schem!es or any other mode of ensuring free
dom of navigation which is not prejudicial to
the interests of Guyana.

D.ecLaira.ti·on 
<1f desig
n'ated area. 

13. The Pr·esident may by order � ��� to 

(a) extend with swch restrli:ctions and modifications as 
eioa•citlment. 

he thinks fit any enactment for the time bein� in
force in Guyana or any pa)ft thereof to the con- .
tinental sheif 011 any part (including any· area de
clared to be a designated area urirler section 12)
thereof; and

51 
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(b) make such provisions as he may consider necessary
for facilitating the enfo:;·.cement of such an enact
ment,

and any enactment so extended shall have effect as if the con
tinentat she:£ or the part (inc(uding, as ihe case may b'e, any ar'ea 
declqred to be a designated 'area wnder section 12) thereof to 
which it has been extended is a parit of' th� territory of GuyaITTa. 

14. Without prejudice to the provisions of section 10 (1) and
subject to any measures that may b:e necessary for p1,otecting ·che 
inte., ests of Guyana, the Government of Guyana m1y not impede 
the laying or maintenance of submarine cables•o;r' pipelines on the 
continental -shelf by othe.r States; provid��d however that the -:::on
s:::nt of the Govie,:nmEnt sh�;1 bl� n.e1�es�,ary for the de ineation of 
the cour·se for the laying of su�h cab[es or p�pelines. 

PART HI 

THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

15. The P.resident mZ1y, if he considers it necessary or eix
pedient having :rleg1ard to international law and State practice, by 
ord�· d�ii.gnate an area beyond and' adjacent to the territortial 
sea an exc�usive economic zone. 

16 .. In the exclusive economic zom, Guyana shall have -
(a) sovereign ci.ghts for the pur.pose of exploration, ex

ploitation, conserrvatfon and management of the na
tural r,esources, both living and non<iving as well
as for producing energy from tides, winds· c1nd
currents;

(b) exc·usive rights and jurisdiction for the constru,c!.
tion, rna.intenance or dperation of artificial is�anUs,
off-shore terminals, insta·Iations and other struc
tures anj devic�s necessary for the explo·r-ation and
exploitation of t,h� resou,rc2s of the zone or for �he
conveni2n2e of shipping or fo, any oth�r purpose;

(c) ex 0l.usiv,� iurisdicrt:fon to authorise, regulate and con
trol scientific research;

(d) exc-usivie jurisdiction to pl"eserve and protect the
marine environment and to prevent and control
marine pollution;

(e) such other rights, as are recognised by international
law.
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17. No person (iinc.'uding a foreign Government)" shall, ex- ;,1;'i:ey°'rcept under and in acco.nlande with, the terms of any agreement to exJl)!toM 

with tJhe Gov�nment of Guyana, o,r of a l.icence or a letter of ��50e;::,.
1 

authomty granted by thle Minister! responsible for natural re-
sources explore or exploit any resQurces of the exclusive econo-
In4c zone or ,car.ry out any search or ex;oa�ation or cor(duct any 
rasea,:qdh within the exclusive economic zone or drill therein or 
consti,udt, maintain or operate any artificia island, off-shore. ten-
minal, installation � other structure or device therein for a1w 
purpose whatsoever: 

Provided thiat nothing in this section shall apply in rela
tion to fishing by a citizen of Guyana. 

IS. The President may by order -

(a) dedaire any area of the exciusive economic zone, to
be a dasignated area; and

(b) ma'ke suc:ti provisions as he may d_em ne 2essary
with r�sp�ct to -

(i) the exploration, exploitation and pvotection of
the resounces of such designated area;

(ii) other activities for the economic exploitation
and exploration of such designated area suc!h
as the prdduction of energy from tides, winds
and currents;

(iii) ·the safety and protection of artificial islands,
off-sho]le terminals, instaJations and other
·strudune and devices in such designated area;

(iv) the protection of the marine 1environment of 
such designated al'lea;

( v) customs and other fiscal matters in relation
to such designated area; or

(vi) entry into and pass:age thrQugh the designated
anea of foreign ships by the establishment of
fairways, sealanes, traffic separation schemes
or any otheir mode of ensuring freedom of
navigation which is not prejudicial to the in
terQsts of Guyana.

19. The Pre&ident may by order -

(a) extend, with &uch restnictions and modifications as
he thi?ks fit, any enactment for the time being in:
force m. Guyana or any part theneof to the ex,c·usive
economic zone or any part thereof; and

' 
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(b) make such provisions as he may consider necessary
far facilitating the enforcement of such enactment,

and any enactment so ext::rnded sha{ i have effect as if the exclu
sive economic zone o,r the pia.rt thereoZ to which it has been ex
tended is a plart of the territory of Guyana. 

20. The .provisions of section 14 shar. apply in :r:elation to
the laying or maintenance of submarine cables or pipelines on 
the 'seabed of the e;JQclusive economic zone as they apply in rela
tion to the laying or 1111:intenanc3 of submarine cab1es or pipe
lines on the seabed of the continental shelf. 

21. . ln the e_xclusive economic zone and the air space over
rhe zone, ships and aircraft of all States shall, subject to the e>fercise 

by Guyana of its rights within the zone, enjoy freedom of navigatio'll 
an,d overflight� 

22. Any order made under section 15 may prnvide for the
exclusion or modificaJtion in relation to the exclusive economic zone 
1of the prnvisions of Part II .and .Part IV.

PART IV 

THE FISHERY ZONE 

23. There is hereby established a fishery zone beyond and
adjacent to the territorial sea and bounded on i,ts seaward side by the 
line every point on which is two hundred miles from the nearest point 
of the baseli.ne o,f the territorial sea. 

24. (1) The Minister responsible for fisheries may wherever it
appears to him necessary or convenient by order make provision for 
regulating the conduct of, and safeguarding, fishing operations and 
operations ancillary thereto, including provisions wi!th respect to the 
identification and marking of fishing boat and fishing gear. 

(2) An ord�r �de under subsection (1) applies -

(a) to all fishing boats. of Guyana, and things �one by
such boats and their crews wherever they may be;
and

(b) to all foreign fishing boats and things done by such
boats and their crews, in waters within the fishery
zone.

(3) Where an order made under this section is nort com nlied
I with in the case of a fishing boat or its crew the master, the owner,
I and the charterer, if any, are liable on summary conviction in the case 

of a first conviction under this section to a fine of one thousand dollars 
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� 
and in the case of a seconid or subsequenl convicLion to a fi�e of two
tp.ousand dollars . 

. 25. (1) The , Minister responsible for fisheries tr].ay by order
designate any country oUJtside Guyana, and in relation to, it, areas 
within the fishery zone in which, and the descriptions and quantities 
of fish for which, fishing boats registered in that country may fish. 

(2) A foreign fishing �at not registered in a country for
the time being designated under s\lbsection .(1) shall not enter ilie 
fishery zone except for a purpose recognised by international law or 
by any convention for the time being in force between the Government 
of Guyana anp ,Lhe Government of the country to which the boat 
belongs and any such boat which enters the zone for such a purpose -

(a) shall return outside the zone as soon as the purpose
has been fulfilled; and

(b) shall not fish while within the zone.

(3) A foreign fishing b<:>at registered in a country d!!signated
under subsection (1) shall nolt fish within the fishery zone except in 
an area and for the descriptions a!l(l quantities of fish for the time 
being designated in relation to that country. 

(4) lf this section is coOJtraven.ed in the case of any fishing
boat the master of the boat is liable on summary conviction to a fine 
of two hundred thousanid dollars and the court may, on convicting 
him for an offence under this seotion, order a forfeiture of any fishing 
gear found in the boat or taken or used by any person from the boat. 

(5)- This section shall extend to prohibit or restrict fishing 
by fishing boats registered in a coJUntry outside Guyana in any area 
except with respect to which special provision is made by any arrange
ment between the Government of Guyana and the Government of 
lhait country for fishing by such boats for the purpose J) - scientific 
research. 

26. The persons appointed fishery officer.s under the Fisheries
Act are fishery officers for the purposes of this Act. 

27. (1) F(>r the purpose·of enforcing the provisions of this Part
or of any .orders or regulations made under it a fishery officer may 
exercise in relation to any fishing boat within the fishery zone and in 
relation to any fishing boat of Guyana anywhere outside the zone the 
powers conferred by subsections (2) to (4). 

(2) A fishery officer· may go on board the boat, with or
without pe'fsons assigned to assist him in his duties, and for that 
purpose may require the boat to stop and do anything else which 
may facilitate the boarding of the boat. 

Access to 
� 
limi�s. 

FiiSllery 
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c. 7'1:08 
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(3) A fishery officer may require the attendance of the master
and�� perso:°5 on board .the boat and may make any examination. 
and �qu1ry_ which appears to him to be necessary for the purpose
mentioned m subsect1on (2) a11id, in particular, may -

(a) examine any fish on the boat and the equipment
of the boat, including the fishing gear, and require
persons on board the boat rto do anything which
appears to him to be necessary for facilitating the
examination; and

(b) require any person on board the boat to produce 
any documents relating to the boat or the persons 
on board which are in his custody or possession and 
may take copies of any such document. 

(4) Where it appears to a fishery officer that an offence has
been committed under this ACit by any person on boa¢ any boat he 
ID?-Y without any warrant or other process seize the bo;i,t together 
with .any net, line, stake, instrument or appliance suspected to have 
been used in the commission of the offence and d'etain any person 
found on board. 

(5) Where any · vessel or thing is seized or any person is
detained under this section the fishery officer haJI take such vessel, 
thing or person as oon as may be to the port which appears to him 
to be the nearest convenient place, -and as soon as practicable there
after the fishery officer shall lay a complaint in respect of the alleged 
offence and capse any person detainep to be brought before a court 
of summary jurisdiction. 

(6) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this section. in
carrying out the provisions of this Act a fishery officer shall have 
the same powers, authorities and privileges as are· conferred upon an 
officer of customs by the Customs Act. 

(7) The court may order any such boat. net. line, stake,
ir.strument or appliance --

(a) to be disposed of in such manner as the court may
think fit in the event of the court convicting any
person of any offence in relation to which such 1>?at,
net, line, stake, instrument or appliance was seized
under subsection (4):

(b) 

Provided that where the person eonvioted is
not the owner of the boat in relation to which the
offence was committed no order shall be made in
respect of such boat unless the owner has been
given an oppo111:unity of being hearp;
to be returned to the owner in the event of no
person being prosecuted within a reasonable time



13 

or where the person prosecuted is discharged by 
the court; 

(c) to be forfeited to the State where the owner thereof
is unknown and no claim is made ,thereto within
one month of its being detained.

28. If there is found as a consequence of any examination
referred to in section 27(3) any fish or part thereof appearing to have 
been obtained or to have been possessed in contravention of this Part 
the same may be seized and ieletained and shall be sold in such manner 
as the Chief Agricultural Officer may think fit and the proceeds of 
such sale halJ. be paid into· the court of competent jurisdiction and 
shall -

(a) be forfeited to the State in the event qf any person
being convicted of auy offence under this Part or
in ithe event of such persons being unknown and no
claim -being made thereto within one month of the
payment into the court;

Fish 
s-enzed. 

(b) be handed to the person who captures S1Uch fish
where the person who captured such fish is known,
an4 either no person is prosecuted or the person
prosecuted is discharged:

Provided that no person shall be subject to any 
liability on account of ·his neglect or failure to 
exercise the powers conferred by this paragraph. 

29. If it appears to a fishery officer tha.t a fishing boat of
Guyana or a fishing boat belonging to a country which is a party 
to a convention to which the Govei:nment of Guyana is a party is 
being so navigated or stationed as to interfere or likely to interfere 
with fishing operations which are being carried on, or about to be 
carried on, within the fishery zone, he may require the boat to move 
away or to move iA a direction or to a position specified by him. 

30. . For ·the purpose of enforcing collision provisions under
the Law of Merchant Shipping Act (section 418 of the applied Act 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894) so far as they apply to fishing boats, 
a fishery officer may exercise, in relation to any fishing boat within 
the fishery zone and in relation to a fishing boat of Guyana anywhere 
outside the zone, the powers conferreid by section 723(1) of the applied 

, Act, whether or not he is mentioned in that subsection, and also the 
powers conferred by sections 27 and 29 and section 723(2) of .the 
applied Act so far·· as it relates to the former powers shall apply 
accordingly. 

31. Any person acting in the execution of his office or duty
under this Part is entitled Ito the protection afforded by the Justices
Protection Act. 

• 
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32. (1) f\ny person who on any fishing boat within the fishery
zone or on a fishing boat of Guyana anywhere outside the zone -

(a) fails to comply with any requirement imposed, or
to answer any question asked, by a fishery officer
unider this Act;

(b) prevents, or attempts to prevent, any other person
from complying with any such requirement or
answering any sucl:( question; or

(c) assaults any fishery officer while exercising any of
the functions conferred on him or by virtue of this
Act or obstructs any such officer in the exercise of
any of those functions,

is guilty of an offence. 

(2) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable
on summary conviation to a fine of two thousand dollars. 

33. · Where a fine is imposed by a magistrate's court on the 
master, owner or charterer or a member of the crew of a fishing boat 
who is convicted by the court of an offence under this Act the court 
may -

(a) issue a warrant of distress against the boat and its
gear and catch and any property of the person con
victed for the purpose of levying the amount of the
fine; and

(b) if .the boat is a foreign fishing boat, order it to be
detained for a periqd of three months from the date
of the conviction or until the· fine is paid or the
amount of the fine is levied in pursuance of any such
warrant whichever ocours first.

PARTV 

GENERAL 

34. The President may,· whenever he considers it necessary
or expedient so to do havirig regard to International Law and State 
practice, by order alter the seaward limit of the territorial sea, the 
continental shelf, the ·exclusive economic zone and the fishery zone. 

35. (1) The maritime boundaries. between Guyana and any State
whose coast is adjacent to that of Guyana in regarid to their respective 
territorial _seas, continental .shelves, exclusive economic ·zones, fishery 
and other maritime zones shall be determined by agreement between 
Guyana and such States and pending such agreement shall not extend 

,... beyond the line every point of which is equidistant from the nearest

·1 I 
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point on the baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea 
of Guyana and such State is measurei<f. 

(2) Every agreement entered into pursuant to subsection (1)
shall, as soon as may be after it is entered in!to, be published in the 
Gazette. 

(3) The prov1s1ons of subsection (1) shall have effect not
withstanding anything contained in any other provision of this Act. 

36·. (1) The Minisiter responsible for lands and surveys may Ohiamts,

cause charts to be issued delineating the baseline, referred to- in section 
7, _the territorial sea, the continental shelf, the exclusive economic zone, 
the fishery zone and the maritime boundaries a settled by agreements 
under sedtion 35· or any portions thereof. as may be 1delineated con-
sistent with the nature and scale of the charts. 

(2) In any proceedings in any court a certificate piurporti'ng
to ·be signed by the Minister responsible for lands and surveys or a 
person authorised: by him ,that the chart is for the tim<J being an 
authorised and accurate chart shall be .admissable as conclusive 
evidence of the matter stated in the certificate. 

(3) Every person signing any such certificate shall, in the
absence of proof Ito _the contrary, be presumed to be duly authorised 
tc, sign· it. 

37. (1) In Part II or Part III,
which -

any aict_ or Omission Appl.fcatwn 
Of 'Ct'Jm:in'a.l 
and civil 

(a) takes place O(l., undier or al:love .a,n off-shore
terminal, installation or structure or upon an
.artificial island in ai designated area or any
waters within five ltundred yards of such
terminal, installation, structure or island; and

(b) would if ta:kingi place in Guyana cons ti tu te an
offence under the law in· force in Guyana,

shall be treated for the. purpo,ses: of that law as tiakingr place in
Guyana. · . . . . 

� · 
· 

(2) The Minister responsible for justice may by
order make provision for the determination, in accordance with 
the law in force· in Guyana as may oe specified in the order, of 
questions arisingi out of _a�ts or omissions takin� plaice in a 
designated area or in any part of such an area, in connection 
with the exploration of the seabed or subsoil or the exploitation 
of the natural resources, and for c:onferring jurisdiction with 
respect to such questions on courts in any ·part of Guyana. 

(3) Without pmjudice to subsection (2) and nothwith
standing, anything to. the co,ntrairy in any law a complaint in 

law. 
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respect of any offence committed under this Aot may be laid 
and heard before any corurt of summary jurisdictio�. 

'(4) The, avernment that the offence was committed or 
that any act was don� within the limits: of any· port, or in the 
waters of Guyana, or over Guyana, or where the offences is 
committed in any po,rt or place in Guyana, the naming of such 
port or place in any information or complaint, shall be deemed 
sufficient, unlesSi the defendant in any such case shall prove 
the contrary. 

(5) Any jurisdiction conferred on any court under
this sectioil! shall be without prejudic,e, to any jurisdiction 
exerciseable apart from this section by that or any court. 

38. Any person who contraivenes1 or fails to comply with
any provision in Part II o� Part III is liable on summary con
viction to a fine of five thousand dollars. 

39. (1) Wher,e an offence under this Act or any I.aw
made the,reunder has been committed by a company, every 
person who ait the time the offence was committed was in 
charge of, and was responsible to the company for the conduct 
of the business of the oompany, as well as the company, shall 
be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be 
proceeded against and punished accordingly: 

Provided that nothing contained in this subsection shall 
rende,r any such person liahle to any punishment prnvided in 
this Act if he proves that the offence was committed without 
his knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent 
the commission of such offence. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsec
tion (1) where an offence under this Act or any law made there
under has been committed by a company and it is proved that 
the offence· has been committed with the consent or the con
nivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on the part, of any 
director, manager, secretary or other officer of the company, 
such director, manager, secretary or other officie,r shaill also be 
deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liahle to be 
proceeded against and punished· accordingly. · 

40. No, prosecution shall be instituted against any person
in respect of any offence under this Act without the previous 
sanction of the Direct.or of Public Prosecutions. 

41. (1) The Pr·esident may make regulations for carry
ing. out the purposes' of this Act. 
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(2) In particular and without prejudke to the gener
ality of tlie foreg'oing power, such regulations may provide for_ 
all or any of the following matters namely -

(ai) regulation of the conduct of any person in 
the territorial sea, the continental shelf, the 
exclusive economic zone or the fishery zone; . 

(b) regulation of the exploration and exploita
tion, conservation and management of the
resources of the continental shelf;

(c) regulation of the exploration, exploitation,
conservation arid management of the re
sources of the exclusive economic zone;

(d) regulation orf the construction, maintenance
and operation of artificial islands, off-shore
terminals, installations and other structures
and devices referred to in Part II and Part
III;

(e) preservation and protection orf the marine
environment and prevention .and control of
marine pollution for the purposes of this Act;

(f) authorisation, regulation and control of the
conduct of scientific research for the pur

. poses of this Act;

(g) fees in re'1ation to licences and letters of
authority ref erred to in Pairt II and Part III
or for any other purposes; or

(h) any maitter incidental to· any of the matters
specified in paragraphs_ (a) to (g).

(3) In making any regulation under this section, the Presi
dent may provide th.at a contravention thereof shall be punish
able with a fine of ten thotfs:and dollars and imprisonment for 
six months. 

42. (1). If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the
provisrions of this Act or of alllY orf the enactments extended 
under this Act, the President may, by order am.end any law as 
appear to him to be ·necessary or expedient for removing the 
djffioulty. 

43. The Fisheries Act is hereby amended as follows -

(a) section 2 -
.... •.· 

(i) in the definition ·of r "fish" for the words
"oo- fresh watei: aniima'1'' substitute the ·
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this Act. 
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words "animal a:nd plant life or fresh 
water animaJ. and plant";-

(ii) for the definition of "fishing" substi
tute · the following -

' "fishing" means -

(a) the catching, taking or har
, vesting of fish;

(b) the attempted catching, taking
or harvesting, of fish;

(c) any other activity which can
reasonably be expected to re.
sult in the catching, taking
or ha,rvestfag of fish;

(d) any operations at sea in sup
port of, or in preparation for,
any activity described in para
graphs (ai), (b� and (c),

but does not include any scientific re
search activity which is conducted by 
a scientific resea,rch vessel;'; 

(iii) for the definition of "fishing boat" sub-
stitute the following -

' "fishing boat" means any vessel, 
boat, ship or other craft which is 
used for, equipped to be used for, 
or of a type which is normally used 
for -

{a) fishing; or 

(b) aiding or assisting one or
more vessels at sea in the
performance of any acti
vity relating to fishing, in
cluding, but not limited to,
preparation, supply; storage,
refrigeration, transportation,
or processing ; ' ;

(b) renumber section 23 as section 23 (1) and insert
the following subsection -
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"(2) The following persons shall ailso be 
fishery officers for the purposes of this Act, 
that is to say ->.--

(a) members of the Guyana Defence
Force;

. (b) members of the Police Force; 

(c) office,rs of the Customs and Excise
Department; and

(d) other persons appointed for the pur
poses orf this Act." ;

(c) in section 24 (1) delete the words " and any
member of the police force".

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

PART I sets out the limit of the territorial sea of Guyana as twelve 
nautical miles and declares: that the sovereignty of Guyana extends over 
th� airspace above the territorial seai as well as to the bed and subsoil 
o,f that seai. It also, pmviqes for the· innocent passage of ships through 
the territoriaJ -sea, but requires fore,ign warships including submarines. 

· and other underwater vehicles to navigate on the surface and show their
f�ag.

PART II declares tha.t the continenital shelf (which is included in 
the boundaries: of Guyana by virtue of tl).e applied law British Guiana 
(Alte•ration of Boundaries) Order in Council 1954) comprises the seabed , 
and subsoil o,f thte submarine areas that extend beyond the limit of the 
territorial seai of Guyana throughout thre naituraJ prolongation of the land 
territo,ry of Guyana to the outer edge of the continental marr-gin or to a 
distance o,f two hundred nautical miles from the haseline where the 
outer ed�e of the1 continental marg!in does not extend to that dista:nce to
a distance of two, hundred naU1tical miles. It also provides for Guyana 

· to have full and exclus1ive sovereign rig'.hts in res,pect of the continental
shelf including! sovereign rights to explore, exploit, conserve and marn1ge 
all resources: in t�at sheilf. Provision is made for the laying or main
tenance oi1 srubimarine cables or pipelines on the continental shelf by 
foreign Statesi without their being impeded but consent of the Govern
ment of Guyana will be necessary for the• d�line·ation of the course for the 
laying of such cables or pipelines. 

PART III provides for the establishment of the exclusive economic 
zone comprising an' area.-orf the seai beyond aind adja,cent to the t,erritorial 
sea of two hundr�d nautical miles. This Part confer1s upon Guyana, cer
tain exclusive rights and jurisdiction including sovereign, rights to ex-

63 
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plore, exploit, conserve and manage the na,tural resources as well as for 
producing energy from tides, winds and currents. It also provides that 
a licence or authority must be obtained rom the G()!Vernment of Guyana 
to explore or exploit any of fue resources- of the exclusive economic 
zone or carry out any search or excavation or conduct any research with
in the exclusive economic zone. It permits freedom of navigation and 
overflight by all Sta,tes subject to the exercise by Guyana of its rights 
within the zone. 

PART IV establishes the fishery zone of Guyana, comprising an area 
adjacent to the territorial sea of two hundred nautical miles. It pro
vides foT the regulation of .conduct. .of fishing ope,rations, the access to 
fishery limits, the powers of fishery officers, offences and punishments. 

PART V empowers the President to aWi,r the seaward limit of 
the t,errito,rial sea, the continental shelf, the exclusive economic 
zone, and the fishery zone. It provides for maritime bounda�ies 
to be determined by agreement. It requires charts to be issued by the 
appropriate Ministe,r delineating, the baseline and the maritime boundanes 
and it extends the application of crim,inal and civil law in the continental
shelf and the exclusive economic zone. It sets out offences and penalties 
and states that the pre,viQus sanction of the Director of Public Prosecu
tions must· be obtained before a prosecution can be instituted against a 
person in respect of an offence under the legislation. It empowers the 
President to make regulaitions for carrying out the purposes of the legis
lation as well as to amend any law to remove any difficulty. It provides 
for the consequential amendment to the Fisheries Act. 

(Bill No. 10/1977). 

• 

H. 0. Jack;

Minister assigned responsibility 
for Foreign Affairs and Justice. 
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