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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the Nurses and Midwives Registration 
Ordinance and to make consequential amendments to other 
laws. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

1. This Act, which amends the Nurses and Midwives
Registration Ordinance, may be cited as the Nurses and Midwives 
Registration (Amendment) Act 1976. 

2. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the
insertion of the foil.lowing section immediately after section 5 as 
section 5A -

",Power of 5A(l) MinliSter The Minister, aftel' consultation with the

Council, may give to the Council directions of 
a general chairader as to the policy to be 
followed by the Council in the exercise and 
performance orf th�ir functions and the Council 
shall give effect to the directions . 

tlo gJ,ve 
direolli'ons 
to the 
Coun1cil. 

. (2) If the Council fail ocr refuse to give effect to 
any such direction, the Ministecr may take such 
measures .aJS he thinks fit for the purpose of 
giving effect to the directicm, including modi
fyingi or varying: any decision of the Council 
or substituting, his decision for any decision, 
pf the Council, and any direction to which 
effect is given by the Minister under this sec
tion shall have effect as a decisfon orf the 
Council." 

3. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the
substitution of the following schedule for the schedule thereto-

"SCHEDULE 

Constitution orf the Council 

1. The Council :shall consist of the following fifteen per-
sons as members -
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(a) the Principal Nursing; Officer, who shall be the
-Ch.airman;

(b) six persons appointed by the Minister; and
(c) forur nurses representing nurses who are

registered in the general pa� of t�e
register and nurses who are registered m
the supplementary part thereof, thre� mid·
wives (not being, nurses registered m the
general or supplementary part of the
register) registered in that part of the
register containing the names of midwives,
and one practical nurse who is registered
in that part oif the register, containing the
names of practical nurses, elected in the
manner prescribed in re1ati9n to that part
of the register in which they are registered
by the persons registeTed in the said part,

-, Oil' otherwise as may be prescribed in the
case orf any class orf persons registoced.

2. The term of a office orf ai member of the Council ap
pointed or ,elected pursuant to paragraph l{b) oil' l(c),
as the case may be, shall be t�ee years.

3. Where a member of the Council elected pursuant to
parng!raph l(c) is unable to perlorm the functions of
that office lby reason orf absence, illness or other cause,
the Council maiy appoint a person who 1s registered,
bein� a person representative of the same interests
as those rep['esented by the member who is unable
to peirf orm those functions, to act temporarily in the
place of that member.

4. ,,_, Whe!l"e a vacancy occurs in the office of a member
elected pursua,nt to paragraph l(c), whether by reason
of death, resignation orr other cause, the vacancy shall
be filled in accordance with rules made by the 
Council for that purpose under section 4 and the per
son so elected shall hold office for the unexpired por
tion of the term of office orf that per�orn's_ predecessor.

5. Any perslOili who ceases to be ai me!mboc of the Council
shall be eligjble to be re-appointed. or re-elected, as
the case may be, as a member of the Council.
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6. The Council may co-opt any one or more persons to
attend meetings of the Council for the purpose of
advising or assisting the Council on any matter en
gaging the attentiun of the Council, but no such per
son shall have any right to vote.".

consequen- 4.(1) The Nurses and Midwives Rules 1954 are hereby
tial amend- d d . th f ll 

· 
ts ment Of the aJnen e lil 0 0 0Willg respeC -

Nurses and 
Midwives (a} by the revocation of rules 29 and 30 and the sub-
�iJ

e
\h�

54 
stitution of the following rules therefor, respec-

Genera1 
tively _ Nursing 

Council 
(Election) 
Rules 1955. "2g. At the ordinary meeting of the Council held in 

January in each year the Council shall elect from 
among their number a Vice-Chairman who shall, sub
ject to rule 30, hold office until a Vice-Chairman is 
appointed by the Council at their ordinary meeting in 
January in the. next ensuing year. 

-

30. If the office of Vic�Chairman becomes vacant during
any year, the Council shall, at such subsequent meet.
ing of the Council as may be convenient, elect a mem
ber of the Council to fill the vacancy and the member
so elected shall hold the office of Vice-Chairman for
the unexpired portion of his predecessor's term of
office.";

(b) by the deletion of the words "Chairman or" from
IJlle 31.

(2) The General Nursing Council (Election) Rules 1955
are hereby amended in the following respects -

(a) by the substitution of the following paragraph for
paragraph (2) of rule 2 -

"(2) Any person who is registered may nominate
for election to the Counci.J a person who is 
registered in the same part of the register 
in which the first-mentioned person is regis
tered and, for the purpqses of these Rules, 
the general and supplementary parts of the 
register shall be treated as one part."; 

(b) by the substitution of the following paragraph for
paragraph (1) of rule 4 -
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"(1) 

/ 

.) 

Where more than one person has ac_ceptecl
nomination, the Registr.ail" shall by reg�stered 
letter notify all persons who _are r�gLSte�ed
in the same p,aJ't of the reg;J.S�-Ln which 
the persons nominated are registered and 
who a.re entitled to vote of the date and 
place orf election and the names . of _the
candidates who have accepted. nommatlon: 

Provided that - · 

(ai) a person who is registered in the 
general part of the register as well 
as in that part of the register con
taining the names orf midwiv�s 
shall be entitled to vote only m 
respect of the general pa,rt of the 
register arui to receive the appro
priate voting paper in accorda,nce 
with paragrapih (2); 

½ 
(b) failure to send such noticesfiall-- -

not render an _election void and a
person who ·is entitled to vote may

do so notwithstanding thait 'he has
not received a notice under this
rule.".

5.(1) All acts done under the Principal Ordinaru:!e prior to rran�itionar 
the enactment of this . ct in relatio,n to thP holding of the eledion proVtSIOOS 

of the members 'of the General Nursin� Council (heTeinafter re-
ferred to as "the Council") to assume office in Joouacy 1977
are hereby declared to1 be null and voict. and to be of no effect 
and the 1Coundl in orffice at. the time of the en,nctment of thi� 
Act and the Registrar of the Council shall forthwith take allnecessary actioill for the purpose of holding the election of mem-bers of the Council under the provisions of the Principal Ordin-
ance as amended by this Act. · .

I 

(2) The members of the Council holding office at the time
of the enactment of this Act shall continue in office until the 

. members of the Council elected at the first election held after
the commencement of this Act assume office at the ordinary 
meeting of the CountjJ. to be held in January or February 1977,
and the members of the Council so elected shall, subject to the 



Principail Ordinance, vacate office on the expiration of 31st De
ccinbe•r 1979. 

(3) If the Council in office at the commencement of this
Act or the Registrar shaill fail or refuse on neglect to comply 
with subsection (1) or any requirem�p.t of the PrincipaJ. Ordinance 
as amended by this Act for the purpose of holding the said elec
tion, the Minister in.ay appoint any person for that purpose and 
any person so appointed shall have and· may exercise all or any 
of the powers of the Council or the Registra.r, as the case may 
be, in reila1tion to and for the purpose of holding the election. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to ·amend the Nurses and Midwives Registration Or
dinance {Chapter 137 of the 1953 ed. of the Laws of Guyana) for the 
purpose of reconstituting the General Nursing Council with a view to 
ensuring that the elected members of the Council are more representa
tive of the categories of registered nurses. 

The Bill also seeks to enable the Ministe,r responsible for health to 
give directions of a general nature to the Council in the exercise of their 
functions. 

0. M. R. Rorn" ..

Minister of Health. 
(Bill No. 20/1976) 
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