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P ARll,IAMENT OFFICE, 
Pu'$Uc Buildings, 

Georgetown, 
Guyana. 

8th May, 1978. 

The following, Bill which will be introduced in the National Asisembly 
is published for general information. 

F. A. Narain.
Clerk of the National Assembly. 

GUYANA 

BILL No. 12 of 1978 

REFERENDUM (AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION) BILL 1978 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

SECTION 
1. Short title
2. Interpretation.
3. Holding of referendum.
4. Question to be put to the electors.
5. Application of Representation of the People Act and other laws.
6. Regulations.
7. Expenses of referendum charged on the Consolidated Fund·.
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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to provide for the submission of the Constitution 
(Amendment) Bill 1978 to the vote of. the electocs qualified 
to vote in an election of members of the National Assembly, 
in accordance with article 73 of the Constitution. 

WHEREAS the Constitution (Amendment) Bill 1973, being 
a Bill for an Act of Parliament to effect certain alteration$ to the 
Constitution in accordance with Article 73 thereof, was : passed 
by the National Assembly on 10th April, 1978; 

AND WHEREAS it is necessary in accordance with the 
said article 73 that the Bill be submitted to the vote of the 
electors qualified to vote in an election of members of the 
National Assembly in a manner prescribed by Parliament: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE �T ENACTED AS FOLLOWS:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Referendum (Amelidment ftt��t 

of the Constitution) Act 1978. 

2. In this Act -

"the Bill" means the Constitution (Amendment) Btll 1978
passed by the National Assembly on 10th April, 
1978; 

Interpre 
tatlon. 

"the referendum" -means th,e Embmitting of tile Bill 
in accoi:fdance with article 73(3) of the Ct>nstitu
tion to the vote of the electors qualified to vote 
in an election of membe,ns of the National Assem
bly for the purpose of asceirtaining whether the 
Bill has· been approved by a majority of the electors 
who vote on the Bill. 
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Holding of 
referenf]um: 3. !he _referendum sha_ll be held on such day as the Presi

dent, actmg m accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister 
shall appoint by proclamation, be!ing a day not, earlier than tw� 
nor later than six months after the passage of the Bill through 
the National Assembly: 

Pr�vided that no bal:ofa�g performed before the day 
so appomted but after the expiry of the period of two months 
aforesaid, anld pursuant to which the votes of any persons 
register,ed as electors are ca<:it at t'he referendum, shall be 
deemed contrary to the requirements of this section by 
reason only that such balloting has b�en so performed. 

�u
;�t£0t� fge 4. (1) The electors shall be asked to answer either "Yes''

electors or "N0" to the following question -

Application 

"Do you approve of the Constitution (Amendment) 
Bil1 1978 whi.dh was passed by the Nationa� !\�sem
bly on 10th April, 1978?" 

of Repre- ��) The said question shall be set out on a ballot paper 
the prescribed fonn. sentation of in 

the People 
Act and 
other laws. 

Cap. 1:03 

Oap. 1:04 

5. For the purposes of the referendum, the votes of the
electors shall be cast and the proceedings shall be conducted so 
far as may be as if the referendum were an election of members 
oi the National Assembly and, subject to any regulations which 
may b2 made in relation to the referendum by the Minister pur
suant to section 6, the Hepflesentation of the Peop'e Act arid
any other law r2lating to e:e,01:.ions of members of th� National 
Assembly (other than the National Assembly (Validity or Elec
tions Act) shall, accordingly, apply mutatis mutandis:

RJeguiations. 6. Regulations may be made· for the purposes of this _Act
by the Minister assigned responsibility for the conduct of elect10ns 
of members of the National Assembly, and, without prejudice to 
the generality of the foregoing provisions of this section, such 
regulations may make provision for -

(a) the manner in which the referendum is to be
conducted; 
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(b) the modification of any such I:il,w as is referred to
in section 5 (including omissions from, addi- .
tion.s to and amendments of, ·any such law);

(c) the application of any law theri in force in relation·
to offences' at or in connection with elections;

(d) any other matter appearing; to the Minister to
be necessary or expedient for the purposes of
this Act.

Jtxi,enses of 7. Any expendUure incurred in carrying out the provisions
:�::e�di:,i: of this Act shall be charged on the Consolidated Fund 
the CoDSoll· 
dated Fund. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

On 10th April, 1976, the National Assembly passed the Constitution 
(Amendment) Bill 1978. Under article 73 of the Constitution, that Bill 
must be submitted to a1 referendum in accordance wifili a procedure to be 
prescribed by Parliament. This Bill accordingly seeks to prescribe the 

. procedures applicable to the holding of elections df members of the 
National Assembly provided for by the Representation• of the People Act, 
Cap. 1:03, as the procedures to be applied for the purposes of the holding 
of the referendum. 

; C. V. Mingo.
Mlnlster of·: Home Affairs. 
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