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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the Widows and Orphans Pension Act 
to extend the categories of contributors to the New Widows and 
Orphans' Fund (including females, in particular), to allow for 
children,-born out of wedlock to benefit from the Fund, to amend 
the Constitution in accordance with article 73 -thereof, and for 
purposes connected therewith. 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Guyana:
PART I - PRELIMINARY

1.(1) This Act, which amends the Widows and Orphans Pen- Shor{ TIJ1e, 
sion Act, may be cited as the Dependants' Pension (Amendment) i':i� :�-on 

Act 1978 
men.cement. 

• 
Cap, 27:08 

(2) As from the commencement of this Act, the Principal
Act may be cited as the 'Dependants' Pension Act, and section 1 
of the Principal Act and all_ other laws wherein the Principal 
Act is mentioned shall have effect accordingly. 

(3) This section and sections 2 ann 3 shall come into opera
tion on 14th August, 1978 and the other provisions of this Act 
shall come into operation on 15th August, 1978. 

PART II - AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION 

- • 2. Article 8 of the Constitution is hereby amended by the Amendment

addition thereto of the following paragraph as paragraph (4A) �� i�c�0t
thereof - stitution. 

"(4A) Nothing in this article shall be construed as 
affecting the making or operation orf any law so 
far as it provides for the making of contributions 
compulsorily by any person employed in the 
service of the Government of Guyana to a pen
sion fund providing for the payment of a pension 
to the dependants of that person in the event of 
the death of that person.". 

PART III - AMENDMENT OF WIDOWS AND ORPHANS 

PENSIONS ACT 

3. Article 13 of the Constitution is hereby amended in the
following respects -

Amen.1ment 
of article 
13 of the 
Consiti tu ti on. 
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(a) by the deletion of the word "or" at the end of
subparagraph (b) of paragraph (2);

(b) by the srubstitution of the words ";or" for the full
stop at the end of subparagraph (c) of paragraph
(2); and

(c) by the addition thereto of the following subpara
graph as subparagraph ( d) -

"(d) that imposes an obligation on a person em
ployed in the service of the Government of 
Guyana to become a contributor to a pension 
fund providing 'for the payment of a pension 
to the dependants of that person in the 
event of the death of that person.''. 

substitution 4. The following Long Title is hereby substituted for the
of new Long Long Title of the Principal Act -
ll'itle Of the 
!Principal 
Act. "An Act to provide for a Pension Fund for the depend-

Amendment 
Of section 
2 of the 
Prlnclpsl 
Act, 

ants of certain categories of deceased persons 'formerly employed 
in the service of the Government.". 

5. Section 2 of the Principal Act is hereby amended in the
following respe.cts -

(a) by the substitution of the word "dependants'' for
the words "widows and children" in the definition
of the expression "approved scheme";

(b) by the insertion of the following definition immedi
ately after the definition of the expression "ap, 
proved scheme" -

' "child" means -

(a) a legitimate child of a contributor;

(b) a child born out of wedlock the particulars in
relation to whom have been transmitted to the
directors pursuant to section 32 by the contri
butor who is the parent of the child;

(c) a child adopted by a contributor and who is
deemed to be the child of the contributor in
accordance with· Section 43;".

(c) bv the substitution of the following definition for
tne definition of the word "officer" -
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"officer" means -

(a) any person who has been or shall be appoint
ed to a public office but does not include a
person the emoluments of whose office are
pajd for out of an open vote;

(b) any person who has been or shall be substan
tively appointed to an office in the Guyana
Police Force;

( c) any person who has been or shall be substan
tively appointed to an office the powe11 of
appointment to which is vested in the Judi
cial Service Commission;

(d) any person who has been or shall be sub
stantively. appointed to an office as a teacher
in a school or other place of education the
power of appointment to which is vested in 
the Teaching Service Commission;';

(e) any other person who has been or shall be
substantively :1ppointed to a pensionable
office in Guyana within the meaning of the
Pensions Act;";

6. Seetion 3 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the
substitution of the following subsection for subsection (1) 
thereof -

"(1) A fund shall be established for providing pensions 
for the dependants of officers, to be called the 
Dependants' Pension Fund.". 

Amendment 
of section 
3 of- the 
Principal 
Act. 

7. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion Insertion or 

of the following section immediately after section 6 - :�u�1:t�!-in 

"New Contri- 6A 
blutors to 

the fund. 

Anything in sections 5 and 6 to the con
trary notwithstanding, every officer who, 
by virtue of the enactment of the De
pendants' Pension (Amendment) Act 1978, 
is eligible to become a contributor shall 
become a contributor with respect to and 
with effect from the month of August, 
1978." 

., 

8. Section 11(1) of the Principal Act is hereby amentjed by
the substitution of the word "Dependants" for the words " ew 
Widows and Orphans'". 

pal Act. 

Amendment 
of section 11 
of the Prin
cipal Act. 

9. Section 14 ·of the Principal Act is hereby repealed
the following section substituted therefor -

and Repeal and 
re-enact
ment of 
section 14 
of the Prin
cipal Act. 



82 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 11TH AUG., 1978 

Amendment 
of section 
20 of the 
Principal 

Amendment 
of section 
22 of the 
Principal 
Act. 

Amendment 
of section 
2.3 of the 
Principal 

Act. 

Amendment 
of section 
24 of the 
Principal 
Act. 

'·Register of 14. contn��tors. 
The Secretary shall keep a register of all 
contributors which shall contain the fol
lo,wing partkulars -
(a) the name and age of the officer;
(b) the office held by the officer;
(c) the amount of the salary of the officer;
(d) if the officer is married the date of

the marriage and the age of the
spouse of the officer;

(e) the ages of the children, if any, of
the officer;

(f) such other particulars as the direc
tors may require.". 

10. Section 20 of the Principal Act is hereby amended in
the following respects -

(a) by the substitution of the words "four hundred and
eighty" for the words "two hundred and fifty" in
subsection (l)(c);

(b) by the substitution of the words "seven hundred
and twenty'' for the words "three hundred and
seventy-five" in subsection (l)(c); and

(c) by the addition thereto of the following subsection
as subsection (6) -
"(6) There shall be charged and paid out of the

Consolidated Fund to the fund an amount 
representing an additional annual rate of one 
per cent of the maximum salaries of contri
butors who are members of the Guyana Police 
Force or the Guyana Fire Service having 
_regard to the special nature of their duties.". 

11. Section 22 of the Principal Act is hereby amended in the follow

ing respects -

(a) by the srubstJitution of the word "fifity-five" for the word
"sixty" where it first appears;

(b) by the substitution of a full stop for the cdlon anter the
word "years" and the deletion of the pr<YV'iso thereto.

12. Section 23 of the Principal Act is hereby amended }tr the sub
SltitUl!Jiion of the words "hais no wife but has ohi1dren" !or the words "is a 
widower with children" in paragraph (a). 

13. ection 24 2) of the Principal Act is •hereby amended in the fol-

lowing res,pects -
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(ia) 1by the substiftution of the words "without wife or children" 
for the words "a bacllelor or a wid'9Wer without children"; 

(b) by the in.se:riti.on of! the wwds "who has never tiranlsmitted
ooy declaration oo the direiotors as to itlhe names and date
of birth of aey clriid as required b;y sootioDI 32" immediately

after itJhe wiord ''bachelor" in subpiara,grarpih (Ii:);

( c) lbiy the insertion oJ1 rtlhe words "ar oil a bachelor who has
neve!r triansmitlted a�y dedlaralbion to the directors as to the
names and diaite of birth, of a,ey idhiild as required by sootion:
32," ll.IIl!ll1efilatel.ly after the word "widolwer" in subpara
graph (ii). 

14. Sc?ction 26 of the Principal Act is herebv amended in the follow- Amendment
ing re pects - of section 

26 of the 
Prlnclp·al 

(a) by tihe s1urbS!t:iltution orf the word "has" fur fue woll"ds "is a Act.
widower with" in ,S!IJ!bs'ec.ti:ons (1) (a) antl (21) (a); and

(•b) by the subs1riltuJti.on of the wo!fld ":f!itltlyLfive" for the word 
"sixty" in subsection (2) (a). 

15. Section 27 of the Pa.-in�pal Aot is hereby amended by the substitu
itioo ofl 4lhe following subs'ecticm for lSlllblrection (2) -

"(2) I.tl ithe contri.burtor ceases to con1riburte, or any contributions 
from the contlrlbiUltor are not plaid for six months the depen. 
d.attltts orf the oonlliribulor en.1JiJtlled to pension under tlhis 
Act on his death shall be elilltitled on.Jty oo a pension com
puted on the basis of the rintereSlt acquired by the contributor 
when the oontriburtor ceased to contribUJte, in accordance 
with the talbles.". 

16. Section 28 of the Pri.npipial Act is bere/b� am.ended '-,by the sub
sitution oJl the word "has" for the words "a widowea:" with". 

17. Section 29 of the iPrincipa1 Adi hereby amended by the substitu
tion of the following subsection for subsection (2) -

" (2) 111 the c·onltriiibwtor ceases to contribute, or if any con
tribU!llion due tlrom the oonitributor is not paid fur six 
months, i!Jhe dependants of the conrtri!burtor entitled 
to rpiension tlll.der thiSl Act on his deaith sihaU be elilltitletl OWlY 
to a pension comipulted on the basis of the interest acqllllired 
� tlh:e fc,O'Ultributor at the date of his transfer or o:ll the 
contributor at ceasing to contribute, in accordance with the 
tables.". 

18. Section 30 of the Principal Act is hereby amended bo7'
the substitution of the words "contributor or a contributor" for 
the words "officer or widower.". 

Amendment 
of section 

27 of the 
Principal 
Act. 

Amendment 
of section 
28 of the 
Principal 
Act. 

Amendment 
of section 

29 Of the 
Principal 
Act. 

Amendmtot 
of section 
30 of the 
Principal 
Act. 
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::�:/J!�nt 19. Section 32 of the Principal Act is hereby repealed and
of section the fol'lowing soot.ion substituted therefor -
32 of the 
Principal 
Act. 

Insertion 
of se.ction 
33A in the 
Principal 
Act, 

"Particulars 32(1) of informa- Every contributor shall, within three 
months of the date of becoming liable to · 
contribute to the fund, transmit to the 
directors a declaration stating -

tion 

(a) the date of the contributor so
becoming liable;

(b) the full names of the contributor;
(c) the date of birth of the contributor;
( d) the date of the marriage of the con-

tributor, if married;
( e) the maiden name in full of the wife

of tp.e contributor and the date of
birth, or the full names of the
husband and the date of his birth,
as the case may be, the names in
full and the date of birth of each
.child of the contributor, if any,
furnishing such proof of the state
ment as may be required by the
directors.

(2) Every contribultor who marries shall,
within three months after the marriage
of the contributor, transmit to the
dire,ctors a declaration stating -
(a) the date of the marriage; > 

(b) the maiden name in full of the wife
of the contributor and the date of
her birth, or the full name of the
husband and the date of his birth,
as the case may be.

-

(3) Every contributor whose spouse dies, or
who is divorced, or whose child files, and

.the guardian of every child who dies shall
notify to the directors 1lhe date of the
death or divorce within three months 
after the event.". 

20. The P�incipal Act is hereby amended by the insertion
of the fol1owing section after section 33 as section 33A -

'Preserva- 33A(.1) Exce1pt for the purpose of the per
uon or fortnance of his duties or the exercise secrecy. 

of his functions or when lawfully re-
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quired to do so by any court or under 
the provisions of any law a director or 
the secr'etary or a clerk appointed by 
the directors pursuant to section 13 shall 
not diSjclose to any person any inf orma
tdon which he has acquired -in the per� 
formance of his duties or the exe;rcise 
of his functions. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the pro
vis!ions of subsection m shall be liable
on summary conviction to a fine of five
hundred dollars and to imprisonment
for six months.".

21, The heading immediately before section 34 of the Prin
cipal Act is hereby deleted and the f ollowi.ng heading substituted 
therefor -

Replace
ment of 
heading be
fore section 
34 of the 
Principal 
Act. "PENSIONS TO DEPENDANTS" 

22. Section 35 of the Principal Act is hel'leby repealed and
the following section substituted therefor - R;t.!:!i��

d 

ment of 
''Du.r_ation of.35. The pension payable in respect of a child section 35 of 
:fli�

on to shall cease when the child attains the age :J �ict
of twenty-one years but where the child is 
mentally deficient the pension in respect 
of that chil'.d shall be_paid for life.". 

23. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion
of the following section therein immediate],y after section 41 -

' Revised 41A(l) All pensions accruing in respect of the tables ffi h effective contributions of any O cer W O be-
in August, comes a contributor during the month 
1978 of August, 1978 or thereafter shall be 

calculated in accordance with the 
revised tables in Part lA of the 
schedule. 

(2) All Pensions accruing in respect of
increases in contributions made in

respect of the month of August or
thereafter shall be calculated in accord
ance with the revised tables in Part IA
of the schedule.

(3) All pensions in ,respect of contributions
made to the fund by officers who at 1st
August, 1978, were bachelors or
spinsters shall be cal�ulated as from

Insertion of 
section 41.A 
in the Prin
cipal Act. 
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Repeal and 
rt?-enact
mer,t of 
section 42 
of the 
Principal 
Act. 

Amendment 
of section 
43 of the 
Princwal 
Act. 

the dates of their marriage in accord
ance with the revised tables in Part lA 
of the schedule. 

Notwithstanding the other provisions 
of this section, the revised tables in 
Part lA of the schedule shall not apply 
to a contributor who had attained the 
age of fifiy-five years on oir before 1st 

_August, 1978. 

(5) The revised tables in Part lA of the
schedule shall apply to a contributor
who had not attained the age of fifty
five years on 1st August, 1978 but if
on the death of the contributor his de
pendants would have received a better
,pension if the said revised tables had

- not applied to him, the tables which
applied to him immediately before 1st
August, 1978 shall nevertheless be
tleemed to have continued to apply to
him for that pµrpose.".

24 .. Section 42 of the Principal Act is-hereby repealed and 
the following section substituted therefoir -

"Pensions 42(1) When a contributor who has neither a
registered if h b d d 

· · 
in respect of W e nor a US an an no pension lS 

conttibutors registered in respect of 1;!iat contributor, 
;��ri!�� 

not 
then if the contributor notifies the direct
ors of the .birth of a ,child who, if still 
eligible, is eligible for a pension on the 
death of the contribut0ir, a pension shall 
be registered in respect of the contri
butor as if, in the case of a male -contri
butor he had on the date of the birth of 
the child · married a woman four years 
younger than himself and, in the case of 
a female contributor as if on the said 

. date she had married a man four years 
older than h�rself. 

(2) If the contributor subsequently marries
the registered pension shall be recalcu
lated as if the marriage were a second
marriage subsequent to the notional
marriage mentioned in subsection (1).".

25. Section 43 of the Principal Act is hereby amended in
the following respects -
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(a) by the deletion of the words "wh'ile he is married
to any wife" and "by that marriage" in subsection (l); 

(b) by the insertion of the word "living" between the
words "a" and "contributor" in subsection (2); 

( c) by the insertion of the words "in respect of the
contributor" after the word "Act" in subse,ction (2); 

(d) by the substitution of the following proviso for the
proviso to subsection fj2) -

"Provided that where the child would have been entitled 
to receive a pension in respect of more than one contri
butor of the same sex, the child shall receive the pension 
payable in respect of ,his latest adopted parent of that 
sex who is a contributor and shall 1cease to be eligible 
for the pension which he was receiving previously.". 

26. Section 44 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the Amendmeat 

substitution of the following subsection for subsection (2) - � i:iefc��� 

"(2) Where a contributor has been eparated from his or 
her spouse by a decree of ju,dicial separation or a deed of 
separation, the directors may, having regard to the grounds 
of the separation, and the sub.sequent conduct of both parties, 
grant a pension either to the widow or widower, or children, 
if any, as they think fit provided that not less than one
third of the pension payable shall be granted to the children.". 

27. Section 45 of the Principal Act is hereby repealed anp the
following substituted therefor -

--"Divlsio 45 (1) of Pension. 
If a contributor dies leaving a widow or 
widower but no children, the pension pay
able in respect of that contributor shall 
be paid in its entirety to the widow or 
widower, as the case may be. 

(2) If a contributor dies leaving a widow or
widower and a child or children, two
thirds of the pension payable in respect
df. that contributor hall be paid to the
widow or widower for so long a any of
the children are eligible for pension and
if the last child cease..<: to be eligible for
pension before the widow or widower dies
the whole of the pension shall be paid to
her or to him thereafter; one-third of the
pension shall be divided equally among

Principal 
Act. 

Repeat an,i 
re-enact
ment cf 
section 45 Of 
the Princi
pal Act. 
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.., Rei,eal ofsecUon 46 of the PrlD
eipal Act. 
Repeal ofsection 47 of the Prin
cipal Act. 
Amendmentof secUon 48 of the Principal 
Act. 
Amendmentof secUon 50 of the Principal 
Act. 

I.nsertlon of section 51A of thePrincipal Act. 

as many children as may be eligible from 
time to time for so long as the widow or 
widower is alive, and if the widow or 
widower dies while at least one child is 

still eligible for pension then the whole of 
the pension shall be divided equally among 
as many children as may be eligible from 
time to time. 

(3) If a contributor dies without leaving a
widow or widower buit is survived by
children still eligible for pension. the
pension payable in respect of that contri
butor shaU be divided eouallv among as
many children as may be eligible from
time to time." .

28. Section 46 of the Principial. Act is hereby repealed.

29. Section 47 of the Principal Act is hereby repealed.

30. Section 48 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by tho
substitution of the word "child" for the word "orphan" wherever 
it occurs therein. 

31. Subsection (1) of section 50 of the Principal Act is hereby
deleted and the following subsectjon substituted therefor -

"(1) If the widow of any contributor ceases to assist, 
deserts, or abandons, her child who would be 
entitled on her death to draw her portion of the 
pension, or part thereof, and who is in a state 
of poverty or destitution. the directors may, in 
their discretion, pay to a fit and proper person 
on beh::i.Jf of that child such proportion of her 
pension as they think fit in each case, and the 
widow shall have no further claim on the 

1 µirectors in respect thereof.". 

32. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion of
die following section immediately after section 51 -

"A:laptatton 51 A After the commencement of this section -
��ft0��

ft- (a) the provisions of this Act sha)l, as
the provl- they apply in relation 11:o a male con-
��� A�f tributor and his dependants on his

death. apply with the necessary adapt-
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aitions and modifications to a female 
contributor and lier dependants Qn 
her death; 

(b) every reference (however styled) to
the public service shall be constru�
and have effect as a reference to
service of the Government of
Guyana.".

33. The schedule to the Principal Act is hereby amended by_ Amendment 
the insertion after PART I thereof, of the provisions of the schedule ��:�le. to this Act as PART IA of the first-mentioned schedule. 

34. The first monthly ,deduction in respect of officers who become Transitional 
contributors to the Dependants' Pension Fund by viitue of section 7 provision. 
of this Act shall be made in respect of August, 1978. 

SCHEDULE 



,, 

1� 
PART IA 

C 

I l'°3 

1978 TABLE A (FEMALE OFFICERS) 

I t?::l 
TO THE DEPENDANTS or A FEMALE OFF {'ER 

THE YEARLY PENSION, PAYABLE BY MONTHLY INSTALMENTS, SE�URED BY A SINGLE PAYMENT OF I l-%j ..... 
AGE OF HUSBAND LAST BIRTHDA C":l .....

Ag,e of 

,� wife last -----
Birthday Q 

20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 :i:,. 
N 

t_,:j 

15 1.807 2.064 2.394 � 
16 1.724 l.972 2.293 t_,:j 

17 1.635 1.873 2.184 

18 1.554 1.782 2.081 l;':l >
19 1.469 1.687 1.974 t'" 

20 1.393 1 601 1.87fi 2.222 
21 1.312 1509 1.771 2.108 

"tl 
"tl 

22 1.240 1.426 1.673 1.997 
23 1.166 1.340 1.572 1.880 � 
24 1.100 1.262 1.481 1.773 � 
25 1.034 1.185 1.391 1 667 2.050 
26 .973 1.114 I.:f07 1.567 1.932 
27 .913 1.044 1.223 l.467 1.809 n 

28 . 859 0.979 1.145 1.373 1.693 
..... 
.....

29 .806 .916 1 069 1.281 1.579 
� 

30 .759 .860 1.001 1.197 1.475 1.852 :i:,. 
31 .711 .803 .933 1.114 1.373 1.727 
32 .670 .754 .873 1.040 1.280 1.610 
33 . 628 .705 .814 .968 1.190 1.497 / 

.....� 
34 .591 .661 .761 .903 1.108 1.393 I� 
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lQ,2 THE OFFIQIAL G}).ZETTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 11TH AUG., 1978 

EX'PLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill is intended to make amendments to the Widows and Orphans 
Pension Act, Cap. 27:08 (to be re-styled the Dependants' Pension Act) for the 
purpose of extending the categories of persons employed in the service of the 
Government (in particular, females and teachers) to become contributors to 
the Ne," Widows and Orphans' Pension Fund (to be re-styled the Dependants' 
Pension Fund) and to extend the benefits under the legislation to children born 
out of wedlock. being the children of the contributors to the Fund. 

Clauses 3 and 4 �eek- to provide for amendments to articles 8 and 13 of 
the Constitution in view of the fact that some persons who now hold offices 
in the service of the Government will automatically become contributors to 
the funid (without the requirement of passing a medical examination) with effect 
from August J 978. 

Clause JO of the Bill seeks to provide for increases in the monthly contri
bu lions of cont ri bu tors to the Fund. 

Clause 11 seeks to amend section 22 of the Principal Act to reduce the age 
permitted for contributions to the Fund from 60 years to 55 years on account 
of the introduction of the new actuarial tables in the scheciulc to the Bill. 

Qauses 12. 13, 14 and 16 seek to amend the Principal Act to cater for 
the unmarried contributor (male and female) with chil,dren. 

Clauses 1.5, 17 and ,18 seek to amend the Principal Act conscqucnLially 
on the inclu ion of women as contributors to the Fund and the extension of 
benefits to children born out of wedlock. 

Clause 20 �eh to prov;dt; rr·· the prc�crvation of the confidentialitv of 
' information furnished by contributor, to the director of the Fund. 

Clause 22 �eek� to repeal and re-enact section 35 of the Principal Act to 
remove the discrimination against women where males arc paid a pension until 
they attain the ·age of twenty-one year. but women cease tc be eligible for 
payment of the pension on marriage before attaining that ap-e. 

Clause· 23 -;eeks to introduce the new actuarial tables. 

Clause 24 eek to provide the basis for the calculation of the pension 
payable in re pect of a contributor without a wife or hu band but who has 
children. 

Clause 25 seeks to amend section 43 of lhe Principal Act to remove the 
limitation on an adopted child being, eligible for only one pension. With the 
ertension of the categoric� of contributors to the Fund to include females, the 
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po sibility exists that a child could become entitled to two pensions, namely, 
one from the father and the other from the mother, both being contributors to 
the Funp. This clause eek to allow for the adopted child to en1oy the same 
benefit. 

Clau 26 seeks to eru,ure that, on a judicial separation, the children are 
granted a pen ion of at least one-third uf the pension payable and for the 
directors to continue to have a discretion to grant a pension to the dependants 
of the deceased contributor having regard to the grounds of the separation and 
the subsequent COTlouct of the parties. 

Clause 27 seeks to make provision specifying the basis for the pivision of 
pension among· beneficiaries. It seeks to provide for the surviving widow or 
widower to be granted two-thirds of the pension payable and for the balance 
of the pension to be divided equally among the children of the deceased contri
butor. In the event that there is no surviving widow or widower, the pension 
will be diviped equally among the children. Where there are no children but 
there is a widow or a widower that person will be entitled to the whole of the 
pension. 

Clause 29 seeks to repeal section 47 of the Principal Act as a result of 
the amendment introduced by clause 27. 

Cb sc 32 seeks to provid1., l'or the provisions of the Principal Act to be 
construed with the necessary adaptations and modifications for the purpose of 
their application to female contributors to the Fund. 

Oause 33 seeks to amend the Schedule to the Principal Act for the 
purpose of introducing the revised actuarial tabl�. 

F. E. Hope, 
Minister of Finance. 
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