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A BILL
INTITULED
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE RICE FARMERS (SECUR-
ITY OF TENURE) ORDINANCE, 1945.

Enacted by the Legislature of British Guiana:—

1. This Ordinance may be ciied as the Rice Farmers (Secur-
ity of Tenure) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1953, and shall be
construed and read as one with the Rice Farmers (Security of
Tenure) Ordinance, 1945, hereinafter referred to as the Principal
Ordinance.

2. Section two of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended
by the insertion therein after the definition of the ‘expression
“tenant” of the following new definition—

“the Minister” means the minister charged.by the
Governor with the responsibility for Agriculture.

3. Section seven of the Principal Ordinance is hereby

amended— ;
(a) by the repeal of paragraph (b) ; and

(b) by the substitution for the words

days” in paragraph (¢) of the words

4. Sectior} nine of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended
oy the substitution for sub-section (3) of the folléwing sub-
sections— :

“twenty-one
“thirty days.”

. “(3) Every such application shall be heard by the Dis-
trict Commissioner, who shall be advised by the agricultural
officer stationed in the distriet, and the District Engineer,
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(3A) Upon the hearing of any application, the District
Commissioner shall, after giving to the tenant and the land-
lord an opportunity of being heard, grant or refuse the
certificate. Before deciding to grant or refuse the certifi-
cate, the District Commissioner shall consider the advice of
the agricultural officer and the District Engineer.”

Insertion 5. The Principal Ordinance is bereby amended by the inser-
(;foﬁg“g‘gec’ iion therein after section nine of the following new sections—
9B, and 9C .Power of 9A. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection
in Princi- District (7) of this section where upon the hearing of any
pal Ordin- gg’r?éflts(; application under the provisions of section nine of
ance. enter land this Ordinance, the Disirict Commissioner s satisfied
and do cer- that by reason of the iailure to perform and carry
tain work. out any act, there has been a non-observance by the
tenant or the landlord of the rules of good husbandry
or of the rules of good estate management as the case
may be, he may, by notice in writing require the ten-
ant or the landlord, as the case may be, to perform and
carry out such act within such time as may be specified
in the notice.

(2) Where the tenant or a landlord fails to comply
with the provisions of any notice served on him under
the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, the Dis-
trict Commissioner shall perform and carry out the acts
specified in such notice and any expenses incurred by
the District Commissioner in parforming and carrying
out such acts may be recovered from the tenant or the
landlord as the case may be in the manner hereinafter
provided,

(3) Any expenses incurred by the Distriect Com-
missioner in the performance of his duties under the
provisions of subsection (2) of this section may be re-
covered by the District Commissioner as a debt due
to the Colony from the tenant or the landlord as the
case may be by action ih a court of competent juris-
diction,

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection
(3) of this section the District Commissioner may also,
with the prior approval in writing of the Minister,
proceed to recover any expenses incurred by him as
aforesaid, by process of parate execution.

(5) In any proceedings by the District Commis-
sioner for the recovery of any expenses incurred by
him under the provisivns of subsection (2) of this sec-
tion, an account of such expenses certified by the Dis-
trict Commissioner sha!l be prima facie evidence in all
courts that the amount specified therein is due and pay-
able by the tenant or the landloxd, as the case may be,
to the District Commissioner,

(6) The District Commissioner, his servants or
agents may enter upon the land in question or any
land acjacent thereto tor the purpose of carrying out
his duties under the provisions of subsection (2) of
this section.

. (7) No notice issued under the provisions of this’
section in respect of any land within a drainage and
irrigation area shall have effect unless it has received
the prior approval of the Drainage and Irrigation
Board.

Power of 9B. (1) Nothwithstanding the provisions of see-
Minister 0 tion nine A of this Ordinance, the Minister may in his
allow time gjscretion, permit any tenant or any landlord who has
fggn‘f:a'zf' become liable under the provisions of section nine A
monies due of this Ordinance for the payment of any expenses in-
under sec- curred by the District Commissioner, to pay such ex-
tion 9A. penses within such time and on such terms and con-
ditions as the Minister may think fit.
(2) In the exercise of his powers under the
provisions of this section, the Minister may require a
tenant or a landlord as the case may be, to pay interest
on any monies due and payable by him at a rate not
exceeding six per centum per annum.
Financial 9C Any funds required by the District Commis-
provisions. sioner for carrying out his duties under the provisions
of section nine A of this Ordinance shall be met out of
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such monies as may be¢ provided from time to time by
the Legislature for that purpose.” ¥ k

6. The Principal Ordinance ic hereby amended by the inser- Insertion
tion therein after section twelve of the following new section— ‘t)ifolr:e{g ie;;
“Penalty 12A. (1) Where any landlord who has resumed the Princi-
for false  possession of any rice land under the provisions of sec- pal Ordin-
;iﬁll:rs- tion twelve of this Ordinance fails within twelve #¢*
landlor%l’. months to use such lands for the purposes specified in

his application for leave to determine the tenancy
under the provisions of section twelve cf this Ordi-
nance, he shall be deemed, until the contrary be
proved, to have made false declaration.

(2) Any landlord who, by himself or his agent,
makes any false declavation to the District Commis-
sioner for the purpose of resuming possession of any
land under the provisions of section twelve of this
Ordinance shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable on summary couviction to a penalty not exceed-
ing one thousand dollars.”

7. Subsection (2) of section thirteen of the Principal Ordi- Agend-
nance is hereby amended by the insertion therein after the words ment of
“made by the landlord” of the words “or the tenant”. section 13

5 (2) of the
Principal
Ordinance.

8. Section twenty-one of the Principal Ordinarce is hereby Amend-
amended by the substitution for the words “the Governor” and ment Of_
“the Colonial Secretary”, wherever they occur of the words “the z‘fect%gnpé}q_
Minister”. cipal Or-

i OBJECTS AND REASONS. dinance,

This Bill seeks to amend the Rice Farmers {Security of
Tenure) Ordinance, 1945 ((No. 10} by the introduction of certain
provisions which are considered necessary in the interests of the
rice industry.

2.Clause 2 is self-explanatory.

3. Clause 3 seeks to revoke paragraph (b) of section 7 of the
Ordinance, which enables a landlord to give his tenant notice to
quit where he removes his padi from the land rented to him with-
out the permission of his landlord without having previously paid
his rent, and to extend the period of grace allowed to a tenant,
where the padi is reserved as rent from twenty-one days to thirty
days after it is reaped.

4. Clause 4 seeks to provide that application for a certificate
that the tenant has not observed the rules of good husbandry or
that the landlord has not observed the rules of good estate man-
agement shall be heard by the District Commissioner who shall
be advised by the agricultural officer and the District Engineer.
At present such applications are heard by the District Commis-
sioner alone.

5. Clause 5 seeks to insert three new sections in the Prineipal
Ordinance to enable the District Commissioner where the tenant
or the landlord fails to carry out any work which is necessary for
the observance of the rules of good husbandry or the rules of
good estate management, to carry cut that work himself and re-
cover the cost thereof from the tensnt or the landlord as the case
may be, by action in a court of competent jurisdiction, or with
the approval of the Minister by parate execution. Provision is
also made whereby the Minister may permit a tenant or a land-
Jord who has become liable for the payment of any expenses
incurred by the District Commissioner to pay such expenses on
such terms (including the payment of interest) as the Minister
~ may think fit.

6. Clause 6 seeks to provide for a penalty to be incurred by
a landlord who resumes possession of rice lands by making a
declaration to the District Commissioner which is subsequently
found to be false.

7. Clauses 7 and 8 are self-explanatory.

- C. B. JAGAN,
Minister of Agriculture and
- Forests, Lands and Mines.
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