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RULES 
M ADE UNDER 

No. 5 of 1968. 

THE VALIDITY OF ELECTION RULES, 1968. 
In pursuance of the provisions of article 71 of the Constitution 

of Guyana, and by virtue and in exercise of all other powers enabling 
us in that behalf, we, EDWARD VICTOR LUC.KHOO, Acting 
Chancellor, HAROLD BRODIE SMITH BOLLERS, Chief Justice, 
VIC'TOR EM M ANU EL CRANE, Acting Justice of Appeal, 
KENNETH MONTAGUE GEORGE, Puisne Judge, MOHAMED 
SHAHABUDDEEN, Solicitor-General, KENNETH WYNDHAM 
BARNWELL, Registrar of the Supreme Court of Judicature, JOSEPH 
OSCAR FITZCLARENCE HA YNES, Queen's Counsel and 
MAURICE ERIC CLARKE, Solicitor, constituting the rule-making 
authority under section 75 of the High Court Ordinance, do herehy 
make the 1ollowing Ruks:-

1. These Rules may be cited as the Validity of Election c1twoo. 
Rules, 1968. 

2. In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires - In1!C"'re· 
tatiOO. 

"Appendix" means the Appendix to these Rules; 
"the Court" means the High Court; 
"the kegulations" means the Validity of Election Regula- No 40 ot 
tions, 1964; l964. 

"the Registrar" means the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature; 
"registry" means registry of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature; 

"regulation" means a regulation of the Regulatiuns. 

3. (1) Except by way of an election petition for redress in con- Election co 
formity with the Regulations, there shall be no reference to the Court ~ ~~01: 
of any question regarding the qualifications of any person to be elec- f;on Pctiti~ 
ted as a member of the National Assembly, or whether the result of only. 

an election may have or has been affected by any unlawful act or 
omission, or whether the seats in the Assembly have been lawfully 
allocated, or whether any election the results whereof are declared by 
the Elections Commission in pursuance of regulation 71 of the Elec-
tions k egu.lations, 1964, ha::. be:.:n lawfuliy conducLed. 

(2) An election petition shall be in Form 1 in the Appendix Form 1 
and shall contain the particulars required in the Form. Ap11rndix. 

4. When an election petition is presented under paragraph P~sem-
( 3) of regulation 4, seven copies of the petition shall be 1eft with th~ J~:' ot rietl· 

person to whom delivery is made in accordance with that paragraph. 

5. ( 1) The solicitor of a petitioner who presents an election Address 

petition through a solicitor shall indorse upon the petition before the~ce. 
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same is presented the address of his place of business and also a 
proper place to be called his address for service where all notices, 
summonses, orders and other documents may be left for him, which 
addre&S i,hall be within one mile of the registry where the petition is 
presented. 

(2) A peuuonoer presenting au eiection petltlon in person 
shall indorse upon the petition before presenting the same some 
proper place to be called his address for service where all notices, 
summonses, orders and other documents may be left for him, which 
address shall be within one mile of the registry where the petition is 
presented. 

6. If rul~ 3 and 4 and parngrapl1 ( 1) or (2J of rule 5 oi 
these Rules are not complied with in relation to any election petition, 
delivery thereof under paragraph (3) o'f regulation 4 shall not be 
accepted. 

:;~rci"~r pro- 7. (1) Without prejudice to the provisions of any other rule of 
ceedin~s court, all petitions, notices, summonses, orders or other documents 

to be filed in or issued from the registry in proceedings under the 
Regulations shall be brought into the registry together with a copy 
thereof and the original and the copy shall be sealed with an official 
seal, whereupon the original shall be filed and the copy handed out 
to the party filing the same. A sealed copy shail be evideincc of th~ 
contents of the original filed. 

Person. 
to whum 
COPY of 
r.~tition 
must be 
sent and 
i,ubllc• 
ation . 
.C petition. 

(2) The Registrar shall keep a record book of all proceedings 
brought under the Regulations. There shall be entered in the record 
book -

(a) the number of the election petition and the subject 
matter; 

(b) the names of the parties and their addresses for 
service; 

(c) interlocutory applications, the nature, date of filing, 
determination and date thereof; 

(d) 1the date and place of trial; 

(e) the name of every counsel or solicitor cngag~d; 

(f) the decision of the Court. 

(3) The file of proceedings and the record book shall be 
open to inspection by any person during office hours. 

8. (1) The Registrar shall upon presentation o'f an election 
petition forthwith -

(a) send a copy of the petition to the Speaker of the 
National Assembly, the Attorney-General, the 
Director of Public Prosecutions and the Chief Elec
tion Officer; and 
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(b) exhibit on a notice board at the registry a copy of 
the petition and cause such notice of the presenta
tion and substance thereof as shall be settled by the 
Chief Justice to be published in the Gazette and one 
newspaper. 

(2) The cost of publication of this and any other matter 
required to be pubb.shed by these Rules shall be paid by the petitioner 
or person movmg in the matter and shall form part of the general 
costs of the petiuon. 

9. (l) The time and manner of service of an election petition Service . 

are, for the purposes of regulation 8, prescnbed by virtue o1 the to1-
1owing provisions of this paragraph and paragraphs (2), (3) and (4) 
of tills rule. The ti.me for service of a copy ot an elecuon petitio1.1 
and nouce of t.ne presentation of the peuuon and of the nature 01 
the proposed security shall be five days, exclusive of the day of pre
sentation. 

(2) Where the respondent has given an address in pursuance 
ot paragraph (1) of rule .10 of these Rules, such service may be by 
registered post to the address so that, in the ordinary course of post, 
the documents served would be delivered within the prescribed ti.me. 

(3) In cases to which parapragh (2) of this rule does not 
apply, such servke must be personal an the respondent unless a judge 
on wi applicatlion made tp him not lat.er than five days after the elcctioo 
petition 1s presented and on affidavit showing what has been done, 
Sib.all be satisfied that all reasonable effort bas been .made to effect per
sonal service and cause ·the matter to come to the knowledge of the 
respondent, including when practicable, service upon a solicitor, in 
winch case the judge may order that what has been done shali be 
considered sufficient service for the purposes of this rule, subject to 
such conditions as he may think reasonable. 

( 4) Where it is proved to the satisfaction of a judge that 
::here has been an evasion of service and that a notice of the nature 
of the proposed security has been posted on the board mentioned iaJ. 
sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph (1) of rule 8 of these Rul~, and a 
copy of the eliection pt..-tition has been exhibited under that sub-para
graph, within the tame prescribed by paragraph ( 1) of this rule, service 
shall, iif the judge so orders, be deemed to have been duly effected for 
the purpose!,', of this rule by such posting and exhibition. 

(5) The petitioner or his agent shall, as soon as may be 
after service has been effected in accordance with any provisions of 
this rule, file in the registry an affidavit of the time and manner of 
such service. 

( 6) Service of a petitfon under paragraph (5) of regulation 
4 shall, upon service of a copy of t!he petition in accordance with any 
of 1he foregoing provisions of this rule or any direction given by the 
90urt under regulation 8, be deemed to have beeln thereby affected. 
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10. ( 1) Any persoo who was the representative of any list of 
canuidates for elect!ion, as defined by paragraph (2A) of regulation 4, 
or has been elected as a member of the National Assembly, may at any 
time after the election leave at the office of llhie Registrar -

(a) an address for service at a place within one mile 
thereof; or 

(b) tlhe name and address for service (which shall i:>C at 
such a place) of a solicitor who will act for such 
person in case there should be an election petition 
against him. 

(2) When an election petition or copy thereof is s~rved upon 
a respondent other than the Chief Eleotion Officer, he shall, unlf!S!> he 
has already complfod with paragraph ( l ) of this rule, wiithin five days 
of such service deliver 01 sentl by registered post to the Registrar allld 
to the petitioner an address for service at a place referred to in sub
paragraph (a) or (b) of the preceding paragraph. All notices, 5um
monses, orde11s or other documments in the proceedings consequent on 
the petition shall, if the respondent fails to comply with tlhe provisions 
of this paragraph, bi;: deemed duly served upon him if left in the regis
try. 

11. (1) The recognizances giving security for costs as provided 
in regulation 7 shall, with such variations as circumstances may require, 
be in Form 2 in the Appendix and shall be acknowledged befo1 e the 
Registrar. There ,may be one recognizance acknowledged by all the 
sureties, or seqarate recognizances by one or more as may be con
venient. 

(2) The recognizance or recognizances shall forthwith after 
being acknowledged be left at the registry by or on behalf of the peti
tioner in like manner as a petition. 

12, (1) Every dep0sit of money by way of ,security pursuant to 
regulation 7 or paragraph (2) of regulation 9 shall be lodged in the 
registry. 

(2) The Registrar shall keep open to inspection by all parties 
concerned a book in which sha!l be entered from time to time the 
amount of every such deposit and the petition to which it relates. 

( 3) All claims to uhe amount of any such deposit or part 
t11ereof shall be disposed of by a judge upon application by summons. 

(4) The an10unt c-f such deposit or of any part thereof sihal!, 
if and when no longer required for securing tJhe payment of costs, be 
returned or otherwise disposed of on the order of a judge as justice 
rnay require. 

(5) Such order may be made after 5uch notice of intention 
to apply, and after such proof that all just claims have been satisfied 
or otherwise sufficiently provided for, as the judge may require. 
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( 6) The order may direct payment either to the pany in 
whose name the deposit was made or to any pemon entitled to receive 
tbe same. 

~3. An objection to a ~e~ogniza~ce under paragraph ~~) of ~~'?='Y. 
regulatio.n 9 shall be made by givmg notice thereof to the ~tit.loner 
witlhin ten days after the service of the notice of the presentation of 
the petition; and the notice of objection shall state the grounds tl1ereof. 

14.(1) Any such objection to security made in accordance with~~ 1r 
the preceding ncle shall be heard and decided by a judge upon summons obtecti~ 
taken oUJt by either party to declare the security sufficient: or insufficient. :;.co 

(2) Such hearing and deci.su.on may be either upon affidavit 
or personal examination of witnesses, or both, as the judge thinks fit. 

15. If by order made upon such summons an objection be Remo~nfl 
allowed and the secud~ be declared insufficient, the judge shall in cbiectiOil'. 

~uch order state how and within what time (which shall not ex~ five 
days after the date oi the order) the objection may be removed as 
in paragraph (2) of regulation 9 provided. 

16. The costs of hearing and deciding an objection upon the cost.s v.:~ece 
ground of insufficiency of a surety or sureties shall be paid by the peti- ~ti~~~f -
tioner, and a clause to that effect shal1 be inserted in the judge's order sureu~. 

declaring their sufficiency or insufficiency, ooless at the time of leaving 
the recognizance under paragraph (2) of rule 11 of these Rules theire F 

3 
be also left an affidavit of the sufficiency of the surety or sureties sworn A~:1nwx. 

by each surety in Form 3 in the Appendix. 

17. ( 1) An application for an order directing the dis.missal of N m.\ce .of 

a petition under regulation 10 sthal1 be made by way of summoos be- ~i~1:l\!~on 
fore a judge and a copy th~eof shall be served on the petitioner and missal. 

written notlice thereof given to the Registrar. 

(2) The R egi~trar shaU £orthwit:h publish in the Gazette Form 4. 

d · · F 4 · th A d" ApuendlX an one newspaper a nouce m orm m e ppen ix. · 

18.(1) Evidence need not be sta,teJ in an election petition but Anplication 
. • ' for parttcnlars 

the Court or a judge may upon appllcat1on order such particulars as 
may be necessary to prevent surprise and unecessary expense, and to 
ensure a fair and effectual trial and upon such tcrms as to costs and 
otherwise ,as may be ordered. 

(2) Before applying for particulars the party desiring th~ 
same shall by letter request the petitioner to furnish tl1e required parti
culars within five days, and a summons for particulars shall not issue 
until the expiration of ,that time. 

. 19. All applications in proceedings under the Regulations or Pro":"du.re on 

th I hall be d · d ·i b • d ho h aoohcat1ona ese Ru es s ' etcnmne summan y y a JU ge, w may ear made under 

· lbe parties to the application. :he Regula
tions or these 
Rules. 
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20. It shall be sufficient to entitle all proceedings in respect 
of an election petit.tion as is prescribed in Form 5 in the Appendix. 

21. 'The following provisions shall apply to the trial of elec-
tion petitions:-

(i) The Chief Justice shall detel;llline which of the judge 
shall try a petition and direct in which country the trial shall 
take place. 

(ii) All interlocutory matters may be heard and disposed 
of by a judge in chambers. 

(iii) The judge who is to try a petition shall fix the day 
and time of the trial and at least tourteen days notice thereof 
shall be pubfo.hed by the Registrar in the Gazette and one news
paper and served on the petitioner, the respondent and the Chief 
.Election Officer. 

(iv) The judge presiding at a trial may, if the Chief 
Justice shall so direct, adjourn rhe same to another county. 

( v) Vv here the triai of a petition has taken place wholly 
or partly in a county orher than the county of Demerara the 
Court may, it it thinks fit, dec1arc its determmation on the peti
tion at a sitting in Georg\"town. 

Adiouraments. 22. ( 1) The Court may fr0m time to time, by order upon the 
application of a party to an election petition or by notice in such form 
as t.he Court may direct, pQS.tpone tne commenc~ment of the trial to 
such a day as it may name. A copy of such notice or order shall be 
sent to t.he Chief Election Otlicer and another copy shall be exhibited 
on a notice board at the registry. 

(2) In the event of the Judge not being pn::sent at the time 
appointed for the trial, or to which the trial is postponed, the trial 
shall ipso facto stand adjourned to the ensuing day and so from day 
to day. 

(3) No formal adjournment of the Court at the trial of an 
election petition shall be necessary, but in the absence thereof the trial 
is to be deemed adjourned, and may be continued from day to day 
until the inquiry is concluded. 

( 4) In the event of the judg~ who begins the trial being dis
ablied by illness or otherwise, the trial shail be recommenced and con
cluded by such judge as the Chief Justice may determine. 

Applica:io11 to 23. ( 1) Notice of application for leave to withdraw an election 
~~t1~~~ petition shall be in writing and signed by the petitioner or his solicitor 
Form 6 and shall be suffi.ciient if given in Form 6 in the Appendix and left at 
Appendix. 

.Form 7 
Appandix. 

the registry and a copy of such notice shall be served on the respon-dent 
and sent to the Chief Election Officer. 

(2) The Registrar shall forthwith publish in the Gazette and 
one newspaper a notice in Form 7 in the Appendix. 
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( 3) Any person who might have been a petitioner in respect 
of the matter to which th~ elootion petition relates, may, within five 
days after suoh notice is published, give notice in writiJDg signed by him 
or on his behalf to the Registrar of his intention to apply under para
graph ( 1) of regulation 24 to be substituted for the petitioner hut the 
want of such notice shall not defeat such application if in fact made 
under that paragraph. 

( 4) The time of hearing the applicatlion for leave to withdraw 
the petition shall not be less than five days after the publication of 
the notice by the Registrar as in paragraph (2) of this rule provided 
and notice of the time and place apointed for the hearing shall be 
given by the Registrar to any person who shall have given him notice 
of an intention to apply to be substituted as petitioner, and otherwise 
as the Court may direct. 

24. ( 1 ) On the abatement of an l;')lection petition by the death of ~bateit~~~ 

a petitioo.er, notice of such abatement shall be given by any party or~_;;~ of 
person interested to the Registrar who shall forthwith publish in the petitioner. 

Gazette and one newspaper a notice thereof in Form 8 in the Appendix. !~:O!x. 
(2) The time within which application may be made to a 

judge to be substituted as a petitioner under paragraph (3) of regula
tion 26 shall be one month or such further time as upon consideration 
of any special circumstanceis a judge may allow. 

25.(1) The manner and time of the respondent's giving notice ~ouccd of 

h C h h d . d l . . • intcn on to t e ourt t at e oes not mten to oppose an e ection petition not. to oppose 
shall be by leaving at the registry notioe thereof in writing signed by the pe:itton. 

respondent, six days before the 'day appointed for trial, exclusive of the 
day of leaving such notic.-e. 

----= (2) Upon such notice being left at the registry or upon 
receivin1? notice of the death of the respondent, the Registrar shall :orm J

1 
forthwith send by registered post to the petitioner or his solicitor, as · ppe x. 
the case may be, iand to the Chief Election Officer, and shrol forthwith 
cause to be publisihed in the Gazette and one newspaper, a notice 
thereof in Form 9 in the Appendix. 

26. The time for applying to be admitted as a respondent rf:r~ w;::un 
under sub-paragraph (i) of paragraph (1) of regu1a1tfon 27 shall be aro1r tor 
within ten days after such notice is given as hereinbefore directed, or !~':-
such further time as a judge may allow. dent. 

27. The persons making any applicatioo under sub-paragraph Notf!; /f 
(ii) of paragraph (1) of regulation 27 small leave at the registry notice~ ~:1~b~

00 

thereof signed by them or on their behalf, stating the grounds of such ~~t:;:isslon 
application and praying that a day be fixed for the hearing thereof; as re!Pondent. 

and the Registrar shall send by registered post a copy of such notice 
to every party to the petition and to the Chief Election Officer, to-
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gether with notice of Lhe time and place appointed for hearing the ap
plication. 

Dated this 11th day ot December, 1968. 

EDWARD V. LUCKHUO, 
Acting Chancellor. 

H. B. S. BOLLERS, 
Chief Justice. 

V. E. CRANE, 
Justice of Appeal. 

K. M. GEORGE, 

Puisne Judge. 

M. SHAHABUDDEEN, 

Solicitor-General. 

KENNETH W. BARNWLLL, 
Registrar. 

J. 0. F. HA YNES, 

M. E. CLARKE, 

Members of the Rule Making Authority. 
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Rule S 

PETITION QUFSr.IONING AN ELECTION TO TIIE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY THE VALIDITY OF ELECTION REGULATI_ONS, 1964 

Election holden on the ... . .............. day of .. .. . . . . . . . . 19 . . . . 

•The petition of A of . ..... . . .. ..... .. .... .. . ...... .. ....•• · · • • .. · · · · 
whose name is subscribed. 

I. Your petitioner A is a person who was an elector (or candidate) at the 
above election. 

2. And your petitioner states that the .Elections Commission has on 

the .. ..... ............ day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19. . . . caused to 
be published a notification of the results of the above election. 

3. And your petitioner says that (here state facts and grounds on which 
the petitioner relies). 

Wherefore your petitioner prays that the Court may -

(1) determine that . . . ...........•. . ..... . ............... 

'If there is more than one petitioner, the petition should be the petition of all 
their names entered as for A. 

(2) grant such redress in conformity with the Validity of Election 
Regulations, 1964, as may be just. 

(Sgd.) 
(Petitioner) 

The address for service of the petitioner rs ... . ... .. ..... . .. . .... . .. . 

The solicitor far the petitioner is . .. . ... . . . .. .. ....... . .... . ..... . .. . 

whose address for service is .... .... .... .... ... ..... .. .... . . . . ..... . 

FORM 2 Rule 11(1) 

RECOGNIZANCES AS SECURITY FOR COSTS 

Be it remembered that on the , •.. . ..... .. .. day of ... .. ........... . 
in the year of Our Lord 19 ... before me (name and description) came A.B. of 
(name and description) and acknowledged himself (or severally acknowledged 
themselves) to owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum of one thousand 
dollars (or the following sums) (that is to say) the said C.D., the sum of $ .... 

. . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . • . . . , the said E.F., the sum of $. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the 
said G.H., the sum of $ ....... . ...... . ...... . and the said J.K., the sum of 
$ •. • ••••. . · . , ••.. •• •.• •. to be levied on hi5 (or their respective) goods and 
chattels, lands and tenement, to the use of our Sovereign Lady the Queen her 
heirs and successors. ' 
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The condition of this recognizance is that if (here insert the names of 
all th~ petitioners, and if more than one, add, or any of them) shall well and 
truly pay all costs, charges and expenses in respe<;t of the election petition signed 
by him (or them), in relation to which shall become payable by the said peti
tioner (or petitioners, or any of them) under the Validity of Election Regula
tions, 1964, to any person or persons, then this recognizance to be void, other
wise to stand in full force. 

(Sgd.) 

(Signature of Sureties) 

Taken and acknowledged by the above-named (names of surities) on the . .... . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . day of ..................... at ................. . before me . 
Registrar. 

FORM 3 Rule 16. 

AFFIDAVIT FOR JUSTIFICATION OF SURETIES 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE. 

THE VALID-!TY OF ELECTION REGULATIONS, 1964. 

I, A.B. of (name and description), make oath and sa,y that I am worth more 

than the sum of $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ..... after th.e payment of all my debts. 
Sworn. etc. 

Omit whichever is inapplicable. 

Form 4 Rule 17 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR DISMISSAL OF AN ELECTION 
PETITION 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE. 

THE VALIDITY OF ELECTION REGULATIONS, 1964. 

Notice is hereby given that the above respondent intends to apply for 
an order directing that the petition be dismissed on the ground that 

(here state ground for applicatioo). 
~ ,, .. ~ 

And that the said application be heard at 

on day of , 19 
~ ....... 

And Take Notice that on the hearing of the application any person 
who might have been a petitioner in respect of the matter to which the 
i,etition relates may apply to the judge to be substitu ted as a petitioner for 
the above petitioner under regulation 11 of the said Regulations. 

·Lo- -- . 

(Signed) 

R.eaistrar. 
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Fonn 5 Rule 20 

TITLE FOR PROCEDURE 

JN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE. 

THE VALIDITY OF ELECTION REGULATIONS, 1964. 

Election holden on the .................. day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 9 .. , 

Between 

and 

FORM li 

Petitioner (name and address) 

Respondent (name and address) 

Rule 23(1) 

APf'iJCATION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE. 

THE VALIDITY OF ELECTION REGULATIONS, 1964. 

The petitioner proposes to apply to withdraw his petition upon the 
following grounds (here state the ground) and prays that a day may be appointed 
for hearing his application. 

Dated this .................. day of 

(Signed) 

FORM 7 Ruic 23(2) 

NOTICE IN PUBLICATION OF FORM 6 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SU~REME COURT OF JUDICATURE. 

THE VALIDITY OF ELECTION REGULATIONS, 1964. 

Notice is hereby given that the petitiQn of the above petitioner has 

on the ...•.................. day of ....................... lodged at the 
registry notice of an application to withdraw the petition, of which notice th~ 
following is a copy - (set it out) 

And take notice that bv a rule of court made pursuant to the above 
Regulations any person who might have been a petitioner in respect of the said 
election may, within five days after the publication of this notice, give writing of 
his intention on the hearing to apply for leave to be substituted as a petitioner. 

(Signed) 

Registrar. 
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FORM 8 Rule 24(1) 

NOTICE OF ABATEMENT OF ELECTION PETITION 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE. 

THE VALIDITY OF ELECTION REGULATIONS, 1964. 

-- Notice is hereby given th.at the petition of the above petitioner has 
abated by reason of the death of (here set out particulars) 

And Take Notice that any person who might have been a petitioner 
in respect of the above election may, within one calendar month after the pub
lication of this notice or within such further time as upon consideration of any 
special circumstances a judge may allow, apply to the Court to be substituted 
as a petitioner under paragraph (3) of regulation 26 of the said Regulations. 

(Signed) 

Registrar. 

FORM 9 Rule 25 

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OR DEATH OF RESPONDENT 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 

THE VALIDITY OF ELECTION REGULATIONS, 1964. 

Notice is hereby given th.at on the ..... • _ . .. . day of .... . .. ..... .. . 

19 . . . the said respondent A.B. died (or gave notice of hi, intention not to 
oppose the petition, as the case mav be). 

And Take Notice that any person who might have been a petitioner 
in respect of the above election may, within ten days after publication of this 
notice or 5uch further time as a judge may allow, apply to the Court to be 
admitted as a respondent under sub-paragraph (i) of paragraph (I) of regu
lation 27. 

(Signed) 

Registrar. 
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