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Constitutional Instruments (including the existing Constitu
tion) repealed. 
Appointed day. 
Exercjse of powers of Parliament before appointed day. 
Exercise of power of President before appointed day. 
Existing laws.

Parliament. 
Standing Orders. 
President. 
· Prime Minister.
Ministers, Attorney General, Parliamentary Secretaries, etc.
Cabinet.
Supreme Court of Judicature.
Existing officers.
Oaths.
Commissions.
Continuation of hearing.
Local democratic organs.
Amendment of certain provisions of Amerindian Lands
Commission Act.
Electoral districts and list of electors.
Amendment of this Act.

SCHEDULE 

A.O. 1980 

Short 

title. 

Interpre
taUon. 

A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to enact a new Constitution of the Co-operative Republic 
of Guyana, to repeal the Guyana Independence Act 1966, 
the Guyana Independence Order 1966, and the existing 
Constitution, and to provide for matters incidental thereto 
·or connected therewith.

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Constitution of the Co-
operative Republic of Guyana Act 1980.

2.(1) In this Act -

"appointed day" means the day fixed for the coming 
into operation of the Constitution by a proclama
tion issued under section 4; 

"the Constitution" means the Constitution set 0ut in 
the Schedule; 
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"the existing Assembly" means the National Assembly 
cons�ituted under the existing Constitution; 

"the existing Constitution" means a Constitution in 
force immediately before the appointed day;,

'"existing laws" means all laws which had effect as 
part of the law of Guyana immediately before 
the appointed day and includes any Act or other 
written law made before that day and coming 
into force on or after that day; 

"the existing Parliament" means the Parliament which 
enacted this Act; 

"service commission" means the Public Service Com
mission, the Police Service Commission, the 
Judicial Service Commission or the 'leaching cap. ao: 07 

Service Commission in existence immediately 
before the appointed day; 

and, save where the context otherwise requires, expressions used 
in sections 1 to 22 (inclusive) have the same meaning as in the 
Constitution and the provisions of article 232 thereof shall apply 
for the purpose of interpreting those sections as they apply for 
the purpo_se of interpreting the Constitution. 

(2·) References in article 133 of the Constitution to any 
question as to the interpretation of the Constitution shall be 
construed as including references to any question as to the in
terpretation of any provision of this Act. 

3. Subject to the provisions of this Act, on the appointed .oonstiitu-

day all the provisions of the Guvana Independence Act, 1966, the �iJOn� in

Guyana Independence Order 1966 (in so far as they form part of �ti����1�1 
the law of Guyana) and the existing Constitution are repealed and tlhe exi5ting 

Con.stctu-
thereupon the Constitution shall ·have effect as the supreme law ition> 

of Guyana in place of the existing Constitution. .repe.aied. 

4. The President shall by proclamation fix a day follow-
ing but being not later than seven days after the dissolution of 
the existing Parliament for the coming into operation of the 
Constitution. 

Appointed 
day. 
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5. At any time after the enactment of this Act, the
existing Parliament may for the purpose of enabling the Con
stitution to function on and after the appointed day exercise any 
of the powers conferred on the Parliament established by the 

. Constitution. 

6. The power conferred by section 7(2) to make orders
may be exercised by the President undeT the existing Constitu
tion at any time after the enactment of this Act to such extent 
as may, in his opinion, be necessary or expedient to enable the 
Constitution to function on and after the appointed day. 

7.(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the existing laws 
shall continue in force on and after the appointed day as if they 
had been made in pursuance of the Constitution but shall be 
construed with such modifications, adaptations, qualifications and 
exceptions as may be necessary to bring them into c:onformity 
with this Act. 

(2) The President may by order made at any time within
the period of three years next after the commencement of the 
Constitution make such modifications to any exh:ting law cis may 
appear to him to be necessary or expedient for bringing that 
law into conformity with the provisions of this Act or otherwise 
for giving effect or enabling effect to be given to those provisions. 

(3) Anything' done under any existing law before its
modification by or under this section which would, but for this 
subsection, cease by virtue of that modification to have effect, 
shall continue to have effect as if done under that law as so 
modified. 

(4) Where any matter that falls to be prescribed or other
wise provided for under the Constitution by Parliament or by 
any other authority or person is prescribed or provided for by or 
under any existing law (including any amendment to any such 
law made under this section) or is otherwise prescribed or pro
vided for immediately before the appointed day by or under the 
laws repealed by section 3, that prescription or provision shall, 
on and after that . day, have effect (with such modifications, 
adaptations, qualifications and exceptions as may be necessary 
to bring it into conformity with this- Act) as if it had been made 
under the Constitution by Parliament or, as the case may require, 
by the other authority or person. 

(5) All enactments passed or made by any Parliament or
person or authority under or by virtue of the Guyana Indepen-
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dence Order 1966 and the existing Constitution and not before 
the appointed day declared by a competent crmrt to be void by 
reason of any inconsistency with any provision of the existing 
Constitution and that are not repealed, lapsed or spent or that 
had not otherwise had their effect, shall be deemed to have been 
validly passed or made and to have had full force and effect as 
part of the law of Guyana immediately before the appointed day 
even if any such enactments were inconsistent with any rrovision 
of the existing Constitution. 

(6) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
provisions of this section, if a proclamation of emergency is in 
force under article 16 of the existing Constitution immediately 
before the appointed day by vfrtue of a resolution of the existing 
Assembly, the proclamation shall on and after that day have 
effect as if it had been made under article 150 of the Constitution 
and (without prejudice to its continuance in force for further 
periods by virtue of the provisions of paragraph (3)(c) of the 
said article 150) as if its continuance in force to the date referred 
to in that resolution had been approved. by a resolution passed 
by the National Assembly under the provisions of paragraph 
(3) (c) of the said article 150.; and if any person is on the appoint
ed day detained or restricted in the manner referred to in
article 151 of the Constitution the provisions of that article
requiring his case to be reviewed by a tribunal established for
the purpose of that article not later than three months from the
commencement of the detention or restriction �hall, in relation
to that person, have effect as if the detention or restriction had
commenced on the appointed day.

(7) The provisions of this section shall be without preju
dice to any powers conferred by any law upon any person or 
authority to make provision for any matter, including the making 
of modifications to any existing law. 

(8) In this section "modification" includes amendment,
adaptation or other alteration authorised by subsection (1). 

(9) For 'the purpo� of articl f42 of the Con ·tilution, llie
provisions contained in the Acquisition of Lan.ds for Public Purposes 
Act ::ha)I be deemed to specify '1:he principles on which and the manner 
in which '1:he payment of compensation is to be determined anid given 
for property compulsorily acquired thereunder. 

(10) For so long as lhe legal profession in Guyana continues
to be divided into barristers and solicitors, any reference in the Con
titution to a lawyer, however described, shall be deemed to be a re-

C,ap, 62:05 
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ference to an advocate or a legal adviser or a barrister or a solicitor, 
as the case may be, in the corresponding provision bf the existing Con
stHution. 

8.(1) Where it is necessary under paragraph (5) of article 70 of 
the Constitution to recall Parliament before the tirst election after the 
appointed day is held pursuant to the provisions of article 61 of •the 
Cousti1Lution, the existing Assembly shall be deemed to be the National 
Assembly under the Constitution for all the purposes of that paragraph 
and the existing Assembly may proceed to deal with any business be
fore it notw�thstanding any difference between the composition of the 
existing Assembly and the composition of the National Assembly 
m,dcr the Constitution. 

(2) Where, in the opinion of the President, iit is necessary or
expedient, in onder to make amendments to the Constitution between 
the appointed day and the day on which the first election after the 
appointed day is held pursuant to the provisions of article 61 of the 
Constitution, to recall Parliament, the Presideillt may recall the existing 
Assembly for the purpo e, and the provisions of subsection (1) shall 
apply accordingly. 

(3) A reference in the Constitution to a dissolu.tion of Parlia
ment shall be deemed to include a reference to the 1<:li<;solution of the 
existing Parliament. 

(4) All moneys granted, voted or appropriated by the existing
Assembly in respect of the service of Guyana for the current financial 
year shall be deemed to have been granted, voted or appropriated by 
the National Assembly established by the Constitution and in ac
cordance with the Constitution. 

9. The rules and orders of the existing Assembly as in force
immediately before the appointed day shall, until it is otherwise pro
vided for under article 165 and article 173 of the Constitution, as the 
case may be, be the rules of procedure of the National Assembly and of 
the Supreme Congress of the People established under the Constitution, 
but shall be construed with such modifications, adaptations, qualifica
tions and exceptions as may be necessary to bring them into conformity 
with the Constitution. 

10.(1) The person who immediately before the appointed day 
holds the office of Prime Minister under the existing Constitution shall, 
subject to the provisions of article_ 97 of the Consti�ution (rela�ing to
the taking of an oath by the President), assume office as President of 
the Co-operative Republic of Guy�r�c:1 tliat day ai, if ht_ l ... � lletn elected
thereto in pursuance of the prov1s1ons of the Const1tut1on and shall, 
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unless he sooner dies or resigns or unless he ceases to hold office by 
virtue of articles 93 and 94 of the Constitution, continue in office until 
the person elected President in the next following Presidential election 
held for the purposes of article 91 of the Constitution assumes office. 

(2) On the assumption of his office pursuant to subsection (1)
the first President of Guyana shall cea�e to be a member of the National 
Assembly and his seat shall thereby become vacant for the purposes of 
article 63 of the Constitution. 

11. Until a Prime Minister is appointed under article 101 of
the Constitution, the person who immediately before the appointed day 
holds the office of Minister under the existing Constitution which, 
however styled, ranks next in seniority after the office of Prime Minister 
and who is an elected member of the existing Assembly shall, on and 
after that day, hold the office of Prime Minister as if he had been 
appointed thereto under that article. 

Prime 

Minister. 

12.(1) Subject to the provisions of sections 10 and 11, the per- )Tinisters, 

sons who in1mediately before the appointed day held office as Minister ·ci!�!�:i� 
(other than as Prime Minister), Attorney General, Parliamentary Secre- Parlia8m

en-
. . tary ecre-

tary, Speaker, Deputy Speaker or Leader of the Oppos1t1011 shall, on tarie,. etc. 

and after that day, hold the corresponding office established by the 
Constitution as if he had been appointed or elected thereto, as the case 
may be, in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 

(2) Any person holding the office of Prime Minister or of
Minister by virtue of the provisions of section 11 or of sub
section (1) of this section respectively who, immediately before the
appointed day, was assigned responsibility under the existing Constitu
tion for any business of the Govermnent of Guyana, including the
administration of any department of Government, shall, on and after
that day, be deemed to have been assigned responsibility therefor
under article 107 of the Constitution.

13. Subject to paragraph (1) of article 106 of the Constitution, cabine,t. 

every person who does not otherwise become a member of the Cabinet 
established by the Constitution but who immediately before the 
·appointed day is a member of the Cabinet under the existing Constitu-
tion shall on and after that day be a member of the Cabinet established
by the Constitution as if he had been appointed thereto under that
paragraph.

14.(1) The Supreme Court of Judicature in existence immediately supreme
1 · Court o 

before the appointed day shall on and after that day be the Supreme Juct1Lcature. 

Court of Judicature for the purposes of the Constitution as if it were 
established thereunder. 
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(2) Any decision given before the appointed day by any court
forming part of the Supreme Court of Judicature in existence immediate
ly before that day shall, for the purpose of its enforcement or for the 
purpose of any appeal therefrom, have effect on and after that day as 
if it were a decision of the corresponding court established by the Con
stitution. 

15.(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, every person who 
immediately before the appointed day holds or is acting in a public 
office shall, on and after that day, hold or act in that office or the 
correspon'ding office established by the Constitution, as the case may 
be, as if he had been appointed to do so in accordance with the pro
visions of the Constitution: 

Provided that any person who, under the laws repealed by section 
3 or any other existing law, would have been required to vacate bis 
office at the expiration of any period shall vacate bis office at the 
expiration of that period. 

(2) Subsection (1) sba]l apply in relation to the offices of
Chancellor, Chief Justice, Justice of Appeal, Puisne Judge, Ombudsman. 
Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly and, subject to sec
tion 17, to the offices of Chairman, Deputy Chairman (if any) and mem
ber of the Judicial Service Commission, the Public Service Commission, 
the Police Service Commission, the Teaching Service Commission and 
the Elections Commission as if those offices were public offices. 

16. .Any person who bolds or acts in any office on the
appointed day by virtue of the provisions of sections 11, 12 or 15 shall 
be deemed to have taken any necessary oath under the Constitution or 
any other law: 

Provided that the President may, at any time on or after the 
appointed day, require any such person to take any oath required as 
aforesaid. 

17.(l) Until the expiration of the period of three mon'lhs next 
af!er the day on which the first election after the appointed day has 
been held pursuant to the provisions of articie 61 of the Constitution 
or until dissolved by a proclamation issued by the President, which
ever shall the sooner occur, the service commissions and the Elections 
Commission as constitUJled immediately before the appointed day shall 
on and after that day be deemed to be the service commissions and 
the E.leciions Commission 1espeotively under the Constitution notwith-
tanding any difference in composition under the existing law and 

wider the C'..on titu•ion, and any apoointments to vacancies in member
shin flnd oth�r matters relating thereto shall be made and regulated as 
nearly as may be practicable in accordance with the existing law. 
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 · . hi h . ed' 1 (2) Any power of a serv <;:e coffilruss1on w c unm 1at� y
before the appointed day is validly delegated to any person or authority 
·hall, to the extent that that power could be delega,ted under the Con
titution to such person or authqrity, be deemed, on an,d a1lter �at day, 

to have been delegated to that person or authority in accordance with 
_the- provisions of the Constitution. 

18. Where any matter or thing has been commence? before
the appointed day by or before any court, body or. authonty, that
matter or thing may on and after that date be contmued and com
pleted by or before the correspo:nping court, body or authority tab
lished by or under the Constitution as if it had been commenced by
or before the last mentioned court, body or auhtority: 

Provided that in the case of any matiter within the jurisdiction of 
any court, tribunal, commission, or the Ombudsman, where the hear
ing of the matter was partly completed immediately before the ap
pointed iday (in this section referred to as "the original hearing"), no 
person �hall take part in the continued hearing unless he has also taken 
part in the original hearing, and where by virtue of this section the 
original hearing cannot be so continued the hearing of that ma,tter 
�hall be recommenced. 

C ,n,tinuallon or h-e:l)r.ng.

19. Any local e:overnment authority in e'<istence immediately :;,ca.1 ,..., uemocra,l,' c before the appointed day shall be deemed to be a local democratic organs 
organ for the purpo es o( the Constitution as if it were constituted 
thereunder. 

20. Notwithstanding anything contain�d in the Con titution. A.mend.
t. 2 d 3 f h A · d' L d Co · · · menl of ec ions an o t e menn 1an an mrrussion Act as 111 force cer�a·in pro-

imm�iately before 'the appointed day may be amended by Parliament li�1i�t- or 
only m the same manner as the provisions specified in article 164(2)(b) d1a,n Lands 
of the Constitution. ���ml�i. 

Cap. 59:03 

21.(1) The polling districts and divisions constituted under any E1ec�rat 
• • ] 

• , _ _.! l · d1sotricts ex1stmg aw m re-uon to e ect1ons of members of the existing A embJy and ust of
shall be µeem� to be the polling districts �nd divisions for the pur- electors. 
pos'?S of elections to be held under article 60 (2) of the Constitution 
ub1ect Ito any �mendments made thereto by the prescribed authority 

under such law. 

(2) The list of elec�ors l�t. prepared before the appointed
day for the purposes of holdmg elections of members of the existing 
Asse1!1bly shall !:>e. deemed to � the list of electors prepared by the 
Elections Commission under article J 62 of the Con titution for the pur
po es of article 60(2) thereof . 
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this 
22.(1) Parliament may amend section 3 an,d this section in the • 

same manner as iit may alter any of the provisions specified in article
164(2) (a) of the Constitution. 

(2) Parliament may amend any other provif>ion of this Act,
with the exception of the Schedule thereto, in the same manner as it 
may alter any of the provisions pecified in ar:t:icle 164(2) (b) of the 
Constitution. 

(3) Article 164(3) of the Constitution shall apply for the
purpose of constnuing references in this section ,to any provision of this 
Act and to the: alteration of any such provision as it applies for the pur
pose of construing references in the said article 164 to any provision 
of the Consti!tution and to the alteration of any such provision. 
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SCHEDULE 

ARRANGEMENT OF ARTICLES 

PART 1 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

CHAPTER I 

THE STATE AND THE CONSTITUTION 

1. The State in transition to socialism.
2. The territory.
3. The capital.
4. The flag.
5. The coat of arms.
6. The anthem.

7. Duty to respect national symbols.
8. Sup,remacy of Constitution.

CHAPTER II 

PRINCIPLES AND BA�ES OF THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

2-0. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28 

SOCIAL SYSTEM 

Sovereignty belongs to the people. 
Political parties. 
Trade unions and co-operatives. 
Local government. 
Goal of p,olitical development. 
Goal of economic development. 
Economic revolution. 
Economic role of co-operativism. 
Private enterprise. 
Land to the tiller. 
Personal property. 
Right of inheritance. 
Role of labour. 
The right and the duty to work. 
Right to leisure. 
Right to soeial care and medical service in case of old age and 
disability. 
Medical service. 
Right to housing. 
Right to education. 
Youth. 
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ARTICLE 

29. Equality for �omen.
30. Equality for children born out of wedlock.
31. Protection of citizens resident abroad.
32. Duty to prevent crime and protect public property.
33. Duty to defend State.
34. Abolition of discriminatory distinctions.
35. National culture.
36. The environment.
37. External relations.
38. National co-operation for development of economy.
39. Guiding principles and objectives.

CHAPTER III 

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT AND FREEDOMS OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

40. Fundamental rights and freedom_s of the individual.

CHAPTER IV 

CITIZENSHIP 

41. Persons who continue to be citizens on commencement of
Constitution.

42. Persons entitled to be registered as citizens.
43. Persons boJ:'ll in Guyana after ,commencement of Constitution.
44. Persons born outside Guyana after commencement of Constitution.
45. Marriage to citizen of Guyana.
46. Deprivation of citizenship on acquisition of, or exercise of rights

of, another citizenship.
47. Commonwealth citizens.
48. Powers of Parliament.
49. Interpretation.

CHAPTER V 

SUPREME ORGANS OF DEMOCRATIC POWER 

50. Supreme organs of democratic power.

CHAPTER VI 

PARLIAMENT 

Composition of Parliament 

51. Establishment of Parliament.
52. Composition of the National Assembly.
53. Qualifications for election as members.
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ARTICLE 

54. Tenure of seats of members of the National Assembly.
55. First meeting of the National Assembly.
56. Speaker and Deputy Speaker.
57. Clerk and Deputy Clerk.
58. Unqualified persons sitting or voting.

Elections 

59. Qualifications and disqualifications for electors .
60. Electoral system.
61. Times for elections under article 60(2).
62. Elections Commission.
63. Filling of casual vacancies.
64. Determination of questions as to membership and elections.

Powers and Procedure of .Parliament 

65. Legislative power.
66. Alteration of this Constitution.
67. Attendance of the President in the National Assembly.
68. Regulation of procedure, etc.

Summoning, Prorogation and Dissolution 

69. , Sessions of Parliament.
70. Prorogation and dissolution of Parliament.

CHAPTER VII 

LOCAL DEMOCRACY 

Local Democratic Organs 

71. Local government.
72. Local government areas.
73. Election of members of regional councils.
74. Duties of local democratic organs.
75. Power to take decisions.
76. Power to raise revenue.
77. Regional develo,pment programme to be integrated into the

national development plans.
78. Local government elections.

The National Congress of Local Democratic Organs 

79 The National Congtess of L-Ocal Democratic Organs. 
8 J. Election of members of the Congress. 
81. Partkipation in national decision-making processes
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CHAPTER VIII 

82. Establishment of Supreme Congress of the People.
83. Functions of Supreme Congress of the Peo,ple.
84. Sessions of Supreme Congress of the People.
85. Summoning, prorogation and dissolution of Supreme Congress

of the People.
86. Chainnan of Supreme Congress of the People.
87. Clerk and Deputy Clerk.
88. Regulation of procedure.

CHAPTER IX 

THE PRESIDENT 

89. Establishment of office of President.
90. Qualification for election.
91. Election of President.
92. Tenure of office of President.
93. Removal of President on grounds of incapacity.
94. Removal of President for violation of Constitution or gross

misconduct.
95. Vacancy in office of President.
96. Discharge of functions of President during absence, illness, etc.
97. Oath to be taken by President.
98. Remuneration, etc., of President.

CHAPTER X 

THE EXECUTIVE 

General provisions as to the Government of Guyana 

99. Executive authority of Guyana.
100. Establishment of office of Prime Minister and other Ministerial

offices.
101. The Prime Minister.
102. Vice-Presidents.
103. Ministers.
104. Ministerial appointments during dissolution.
105. Non-elected Ministers to sit in Assembly.
106. The Cabinet.
107. Allocation of portfolios.
108. Tenure of office of Ministers.
109. Minister's absence or illness.
110. Minority Leader.
111. Exercise of President's powers.
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ARTICLE 

112. Attorney General.
113. Parliamentary Secretaries.
114. Oaths of Ministers, etc.
115. Permanent Secretaries.
116. Director of Public Prosecutions.
117. Secretary to the Cabinet. 
118. Sub--committees of Cabinet.
119. Standing committees.
120. Constitution of offices.
121. Prerogative of Mercy.
122. Ombudsman.

CHAPTER XI 

THE JUDICATURE 

The Supreme Court of Judicature 

123. Establishment of Supreme Court of Judicature.
124. Constitution of Court of Appeal.
125. Constitution of High Court.

Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature 

126. Interpretation.
127. Appointment of Chancellor and Chief Justice.
128. Appointment of Justices of Appeal and Puisne Judges.
129. Qualifications of Judges.
130. Attendance of additional Judge in Court of Appeal and High Court.
131. Tenure of office of Judges.
132. Oaths of Judges.

Appeals 

133. Appeals on constitutional questions and fundamental rights.

CHAPTER XII 

ffiE SERVICE COMMISSIONS 

134. The Judicial Service Commission.
135. The Public Service Commission.
136. The Teaching Service Commission.
137. The Police Service Commission.
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PART 2 

SPECIFIC RULES 

TITLE 1 

PROTECTION OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL 

ARTICLE 

138. Protection of right to life.
139. Protection of right to personal liberty.
140. Protection from slavery and forced labour.
141. Protection from inhuman treatment.
142. Protection from deprivation of property.
143. Protection against arbitrary search or entry.
144. Provisions to secure protection of law.
145. Protection of freedom of conscience.
146. Protection of freedom of expression.
147. Protection of freedom of assembly and association.
148. Protection of freedom of movement.
149. Protection from discrimination on the grounds of race, etc.
150. Provisions for time of war or emergency.
151. Reference to tribunal in certain cases.
152. Saving of existing laws and disciplinary laws.
153. Enforcement of pro·tective provisions.
154. Interpretation.

TITLE 2 

PARLIAMENT 

155. Disqualifications for election as members.
158. Tenure of seats of members of the National Assembly.
157. Speaker and Deputy Speaker.
158. Clerk and Deputy Clerk.
159. Qualifications and disqualifications for electors.
160. Electoral system.
161. Elections Com.mission.
162. Functions of Elections Commission.

, 163. Determination of questions as to membership and elections. 
164. Procedure for altering this Constitution.
165. Regulation of procedure.
186. Presiding in the Assembly.
167. Oaths of members.
188. Voting.
189. Quorum.
170. Mode of legislation.
171. Introduction of Bills, etc.
172. Privileges, etc., of members of the National Assembly.
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TITLE 3 

THE SUPREME CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE 

ARTICLE 

173. Regulation of procedure.
174. Voting.
175. Quorum.
176. Privileges of the Supreme Congress of the People.

TITLE 4 

THE PRESIDENT 

177. Election of President.
178. Tenure of office of President. ·
179. Removal of President on grounds of incapacity.
180. Removal of Presioent for violation of Constitution or gross

misconduct.
181. Salary and allowances of President.
182. Immunities of President.

183. 
184. 
185. 

186. 
187. 
188. 
189. 
190. 

TITLE 5 

THE EXECUTIVE 

Subtitle 1 

Ministers, etc. 

Tenure of office of Ministers. 
Minority Leader. 
Attorney General. 
Parliarnen�ary Secretaries. 
Functions of Director of Public Prosecutions. 
Prerogative of Mercy. 
Advisory Council on Prerogative of Mercy. 
Functions of Advisory Council. 

Subtitle 2 

The Ombudsman 

191. Appointment, etc., of Ombudsman.
192. Matters subject to investigation by the Ombudsman.
193. Excluded matters.
194. Ombudsman's functions on concluding an investigation, an 1

reports to the Assembly.
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ARTICLE 

195. Power of Parliament to make supplementary provision.
196. Interpretation.

TITLE 6 

THE JUDICATURE 

197. Tenure of office of Judges.

TITLE 7 

THE SERVICE COMMISSIONS 

The Judicial Service Commission 

198. Composition of Commission.
199. Appointment, etc., of judicial and legal officers.

The Public Service Commission 

200. Composition of Comm :,ion.
201. Appointment, etc., of public officers.
202. Appeals to Public Service Commission.
203. Appointment, etc., of Director of Public Prosecutions.
204. Appointment, etc., of Auditor General.
2·05. Appointments of Solicitor Gene1al and others. 
206. Appointments on transfer to certain offices.

The Teaching Service Commission 

207. Composition of Commission.
208. Vacation of office of appointed member of the Commission.
209. Appointment of teachers.

The Police Service Commission 

210. Composition of Commission.
211. Appointment, etc., of Commissioner of Polic:e and Deputy

Commissioners.
212. Appointment, etc., of other members of Police Force.

Pensions 

213. Protection of pension rights.
214. Power of Commissions in relation to pensions, etc.
215. Interpretation.
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TITLE 8 

FINANCE 

216. Establishment of Consolidated Fund.
2'17. Withdrawals from Consolidated Fund or other public funds. 
218. Authorisation of expenditure from Consolidated Fund by

appropriation.
219. Authorisation of expenditure in advance of appropriation.
220. Contingencies Fund.
221. Public debt.
222. Remuneration of holders of certain offices.
223. Office and functions of Auditor General.

TITLE 9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

224. Rules of court.
225. Removal from office of certain persons.
226. Powers and procedure of Commissions.
227. Disqualification for office of persons exciting racial hostility.

TITLE 10 

INTERPRETATION 

228. Appointments.
229. Resignations.
230. Vacation of office on att,>ining a prescribed age.
231. Certain questions not to be enquired into in any court.
232. Interpretation.

SCHEDULE - Form- of Oath. 
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WE THE PEOPLE OF THE CO-OPERATIVE RE'PUBLIC OF GUYANA, 

the proud heirs of the indomitable spirit and uncon
querable will of our forefathers who by their sacri
fices, their blood and their labour made rich and 
fertile and bequeathed to us as our inalienable patri
mony for all time this green land of Guyana: 

SALUTING 

ACCLAIMING 

INSPIRED 

CONSCIOUS 

HAVING 
ES'fABLISHED 

PLEDGED 

DEDICATED 

the epic struggles waged by our forefathers for free
dom, justice and human dignity and their relentless 
hostility to imperialist and colonial domination and all 
other forms and manifestations of oppression; 

those immortal leaders who in the vanguard of battle 
kept aloft the banner of freedom by the example of 
their courage, their fort;itude and their martyrdom, 
whose names and deeds being forever enshrined in our 
hearts we forever respect, honour and revere; 

by the glorious victory of 26th May, 1966, when after 
centuries of heroic resistance and revolutionary en
deavour we liberated ourselves from colonial bondage, 
won political independ..ence and became free to mould 
our own destiny; 

of the fact that to bring about conditions, necessary for 
the full flowering of the creative genius of the people 
of Guyana formal political sovereignty must be com
plemented by economic independence and cultural 
emancipation; 

the Republic on 23rd February, 1970, to reinforce our 
determination to chart an independent course of de
velopment in confonnity with our historical experience, 
our cultural heritage and our common aspirations; 

to defend our national sovereignty, to respect human 
dignity and to ·cherish and uphold the principles of 
freedom, equality and democracy and all other funda
mental human rights; 

to the principles that the people of Guyana are entitled 
as of right to enjoy the highest possible standard of 
living and quality of life consistent with their work and 
the possibilities of the country's resources; 



. 
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CONVINCED that the organisation of the State and society on social
ist principles is the only means of emuring social and 
economic justice for all of the people of Guyana; and, 
therefore, 

BEING 

MOTIVA'rED and guided by the principles of socialism; 

BEING OPPOSED to all social, economic and political systems which 
permit the exploitation of man by man; and 

ACKNOWLEDG- our common purpose of national cohesion and our 
ING common destiny as one people and one nation: 

DO SOLEMNLY to establish the State on foundations of social and 
RESOLVE economic justice, and accordingly by popular consen

sus, after full, free and open discussion, debate and 
participation, 

DO ADOPT the following. -

"!'he State 
in traansltbcm 
to 
socia4Jlsm. 

The 
territory. 

The 
capit�I. 
The !lag. 

CONSTITUTION OF GUYANA 

PART 1 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

CHAPTER I 

THE STATE AND THE CONSTITUTION 

1. Guyana is an indivisible, secular, democratic sove-
reign state in the course of transition from capitalism to socialism 
and shall be known as the Co-operative Republic of Guyana. 

2. The territory of the State comprises the areas that
immediately before the commencement of this Constitution were 
comprised in the area of Guyana together with such other areas 
as may be declared by Act of Parliament to form. part of the 
territory of the State. 

3. The capital of the State is the city of GeorgetQwn.

4. The national flag of the State is the flag known as
"The Golden Arrow Head" • 
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5. The coat of arms of the State is that in use at the
commencement of this Constitution. 

6. The national anthem of the State is the anthem
known as "Green Land of Guyana". 

7. It is the duty of every citizen of Guyana wherever
he may be and of every person in Guyana to respect the national 
flag, the coat of arms, the national anthem and the Constitution 
of Guyana, and to treat them with due and proper solemnity on 
all occasions. 

8. This Constitution is the supreme law of Guyana
and, if any other law is inconsistent with it, that other law shall, 
to the extent of the inconsistency, be void. 

CHAPTER II 

PRINCIPLES AND BASES OF THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL SYSTEM 

9. · Sovereignty belongs to the peopb, who exercise it
through their representatives and the democratic organs estab
lished by or under this Constitution. 

10. The right to •orm political pa ties and their freedom
of action are guaranteed. Po1itical parties must respect the 
principles of national sovereignty and of democracy. 

11. Co-operatives, trade unions and all socio-economic
organisations of a national character are entitled to participate 
in the various management and decision-making processes of 
the State and particularly in the political, economic, social and 
c ltural sectors of national life. 

12. Local government by freely elected representatives
of he people is an integral part of the democratic organisation 
of the State. 

13. The principal objective of the political system of
the State is to extend socialist democracy by providing increasing 
opportunities for the participation of citizens in the management 
and decision-making processes of the State. 

14. The supreme goal of the e"onomic system which is
being established in the State is the fullest possible satisfaction 
of the people's growing material, cultural and intellectual re-
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quirements, as well as the development of their personality and 
their socialist relations in society. 

15.(1) In order to achieve economic independence as the 
imperative concomitant of its political independence, the State 
will revolutionise the national economy. 

(2) The national economy of the State will be based
upon the social ownership of the means of production and the 
eventual abolition of internal arrangements and relationships 
which permit the exploitation of man by man. 

(3) The economy will develop in accordance with the
economic laws of socialism on the foundation of socialist relations 
of production and development of the production forces. 

(4) National economic planning shall be the basic
principle of the development and management of the economy. 
It shall provide for the widest possible participation of the people 
and their socio-economic organs at ertterprise, community, 
regional and national levels, and shall also provide continuous 
opportunity for the working people to exercise initiative and to 
develop a spirit of. creativity and innovation. 

16. Co-operativism in practice shall be the dynamic
principle of socialist transformation and shall pervade and 
inform all interrelationships in the soc:ety. Cc-operativism 
is rooted in the historical experienre of the people, is based on 
self-reliance, is capable of releasing the productive energies of 
the· people, and is a unifying principle in the total development 
of the nation 

17. The existence of privately owned economic enter-
prises is recognised. Such enterprises must satisfy social needs 
and operate within the regulatory framework of national policy 
and the law. 

18. Land is for social use and must go to the tiller.

19. Every citizen has the rig'ht to own personal property
which includes such assets as dwelling houses, farmsteads, tools 
and equipment, motor vehicles and bank accounts. 

20. The, right of inheritance is guaranteed.

Economic 
revolution. 
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21. The sourc;e of the growth of social wealth and of R.Qle of 

the well-being of the peop,le, and of each individual, is the labour la'biour. 

of the people. 
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22.(1) Every citizen has the right to work and its free 
selection in accordance with social requirements and personal 
qualifications. He has the right to be rewarded according to the 
nature, .quality and quantity of his work. Women and men have 
the right to equal pay for equal work. 

(2) Socially useful activity is an honourable duty of
every citizen able to work. The right to work implies a corres
ponding duty to work. 

(3) The right to work is guaranteed -

(i) by social ownership of the means of production.
distribution and exchange;

(ii) by socialist planning, development and man
agement of the economy;

(iii) by planned and progressive growth of the
socialist productive forces and labour produc
tivity;

(iv) by consistent implementation of scientific prin
ciples and new and appropriate techniques;

(v) by continuous education and training of
citizens;

(vi) by socialist labour laws; and

(vii) by sustained efforts on the oart of the State,
co-operatives, trade unions and other socio
economic organisations and the people working
together to develop the economy in accordance
with the foregoing principles in order to in
crease continuously the country's material
wealth, expand employment opportunities, im
prove working conditions and progressively
increase amenities and benefits.

23. Every citizen has the right to rest, recreation and
leisure. The State in co-operation with co-operatives, trade 
unions and other socio-economic organisations will guarantee this 
right by prescribing hours and conditions of work and by estab
lishing holiday arrangements for workers, including a complex 
of cultural, educational and health institutions. 

24. Every citizen has the right to free medical attention
and also to social care in case of old age and disability. 



25 

25. Every citizen has a duty to participate m activities
designed to improve the environment and protect the health of 
the nation. 

li46d' 001 
service 

26. Ev�ry citizen has the right to proper housing ltigjh/1 1 
ho,uslng 

accommodati:on. 

27. Every citizen has the right to free education from :'f11.daitl�n 
nursery to university as well as at non-formal places where oppor-
tunities are provided for education and training. 

2:8. Every young person has the right to ideological, 
social, cultural and vocational development and to the opportuni
ty for responsible participation in the development of the 
socialist order of society. 

Youth 

29.(1) Women and men have equal nghts and the f
0
�uauty 

same legal status in all spheres of political, economLc and social women 

life. All forms of discrimination against women on the basis of 
their sex are illegal. 

(2) The exercise of women's rights is ensured by
according women equal access with men to academic, vocational 
and professional training, equal opportunities in employment, 
remuneration and promotion, and in social, political and cultural 
activity, by special labour and health protection measures for 
women, by providing conditions enabling mothers to work, and 
by legal protection and material and moral support for mothers 
ang_ children, including paid leave and other benefits for mothers 
and expectant mothers. 

30. Children born out of wedlock are entitled to the E'Qlll&!lib:J 

same legal rights and legal status as are enjoyed by children � ��;i 
born in wedlock. All forms of discrimination against children on ��%k the basis of their being born out of wedlock are illegal. 

31. It is the duty of the State to protect the just right. ..
and interests of citizens resident abroad. 

l'n>4ettJ411fi 
of ciJ!,,zem 
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32. It is the joint duty of the State, the society and Duify. t.o 

every citizen to combat and prevent crime and other violations of =�
t

ano 
the law and to take care of and protect public property. pow ,eat 

pt)bl1c 

33. It is the duty of every citizen to defend the State.

()OO<J)Prt,y 
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34. It is the. duty of the State to enhance the cohesive- •
ness of the society by eliminating discriminatory distinctions .
between classes, between town and country, and between mental 
and physical labour. 

35. The State honours and respects the diverse cultural
strains which enrich the society and will seek constantly to pro
mote national appreciation of them at all levels and to develop 
out of them a socialist national culture for Guyana. 

36. In the interests of the present and future genera-
tions, the State will protect and make rational use of its land, 
mineral and water resources, as well as its fauna and flora, and 
will take all appropriate measures to conserve and improve the 
environment. 

37. The State supports the legitimate aspirations of
other peoples for freedom and independence and will establish 
relations with all states on the basis of sovereign equality, mutual 
respect, inviolability of frontiers, territorial integrity of states, 
peaceful settlement of disputes, nop.-intervention in internal 
affairs, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
and co-operation among States. 

38. It is the duty of the State, co-operatives, trade
unions, other socio-economic organisations and the people 
through sustained and disciplined endeavours to achieve the 
highest possible levels of production and productivity and to 
develop the economy in order to ensure the realisation of the 
rights set out in this Chapter. 

39. It 1s the duty of Parliament, the Government, the
courts and all other public agencies to be guided in the discharge 
of their functions by the principles set out in this Chapter, and 
Parliament may provide for any of those principles to be en
forceable in any court or tribunal. 

CHAPTER III 

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

Fumda,men
tll rights 
and free
doms of 
U1e 
Jl'tdliNid ltJa� 

40.(1) Every person in Guyana is entitled to the basic right 
to a happy, creative and productive life, free from hunger, 
disease, ignorance and want. That right includes the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of the individual, that is to say, the right, 
whatever his race, place of origin, political opinions, colour, 
creed en· sex, but subject to respect for the rights and freedoms 
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of others and for the public mterest, to each and all of the 
following, namely -

(a) life, liberty, security of the person and the
protection of the law:

(b) freedom of conscience, of expression and of
assembly and association; and

(c) protection for the privacy of his home and
other property and from deprivation of prop
erty without compensation.

(2) The provisions of Title 1 of Part 2 shall have effect
for the purpose of affording protection to the aforesaid funda
mental rights and freedoms of the individual subject .to such 
limitations of that protection as are contained in those provisions, 
being limitations designed to ensure that the enjoyment of the 
said rights and freedoms by any individual does uot prejudice 
the rights and freedoms of others or the public interest. 

CHAPTER IV 

CITIZENSHIP 

41. Every person who, immediately before the com
mencement of this Constitution, is a citizen of Guyana shall 
continue to be a citizen of Guyana. 

P&tliOili, w'llO 
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42.(1) Every person who, immediately before the com- -:::J: 11o 

mencement of this Constitution, is or has been married to a ,be r&gls
terect ,a., 

person - ci.t!Zens 

(a) who continues to be a citizen of Guyana by 
virtue of the preceding article; or

(b) who, having died before the commencement ot 
this Constitution, would, but for his or her death, 
have become a citizen of Guyana on that date 
by virtue of that article, 

sh�ll, if not otherwise a citizen, be entitled, upon making appli
cation and upon taking the oath of allegiance, to be registered 
as a citizen of Guyana: 

Provided that the right to be registered as a citizen under 
this paragraph shall be subject to such exceptions or qualifica
tions as may be prescribed in the interests of national security 
or public policy. 
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(2) The President, if he is satisfied that in the event
of Guyanese citizenship being extended to a citizen of a Com
monwealth country, substantial reciprocity of treatment will be 
assured as respects the conferring of the citizenship of that 
Commonwealth country, may by order direct that any person 
who -

(a) immediately after the commencement of this
Constitution is a Commonwealth citizen (other
wise than by virtue of being a citizen of
Guyana); and

(b) is ordinarily resident in Guyana; and

(c) has, during the period of ten years preceding
that day, been so resident in Guyana for a
period of, or periods amounting in the aggre
gate to, five years,

shall be entitled, upon making application before the expiration 
of a period of five years from the commencement of this Consti
tution, to be registered as a citizen of Guyana. 

(3) Any application for registration under this article
shall be made in such manner as may be prescribed as respects 
that application: 

Provided that such an application may not be made by a 
person who has not attained the age of eighteen years and bas 
never been married but shall be made on behalf of that person 
by a parel\t or guardian of that person. 

43. Every person born in Guyana after the commence-
ment of this Constitution shall become a citizen of Guyana at 
the date of his birth: 

Provided that a person shall not become a citizen of Guyana 
by virtue of this article if at the time of his birth -

(a) his father or his mother possesses such immuni
ty from suit and legal process as is accorded
to an envoy of a foreign sovereign power ac
credited to Guyana and neither of them is a
citizen of Guyana; or

(b) his father or his mother is an enemy alien and
the birth orcurs in a place then under occupa
tion by the enemy
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44. A person born outside Guyana after the commence- �!�:�
uit-

ment of this Constitution shall become a citizen of Guyana at side 

the date of his birth If at that date his father or his mother is a �t�
citizen of Guyana otherwise than by virtue of this article. :f:t�·

45. Any person who, after the commencement of this
Constitution, marries a person who is or becomes a citizen· of 
Guyana shall be entitled, upon making application in such 
manner and taking such oath of allegiance as may be prescribed, 
to be registered as a citizen of Guyana: 

Provided that the right to be registered as a citizen of 
Guyana under this article shall be subject to such exceptions or 
qualifications as may be prescribed in the interests of national 
security or public policy. 

46.(1) If the Presiaent is satisfied that any citizen of 
Guyana has at any time after 25th May, 1966, acquired by 
registration, naturalisation or other voluntary and formal act 
(other than marriage) the citizenship of any country other than 
Guyana, the President may by order deprive tl}.at person of his 
citizenship. 

(2) If the President is satisfied that any citizen of
Guyana has at any time after 25th May, 1966, voluntarily claimed 
and exercised in a country other than Guyana any rights avail
able to him under the law of that country, being rights accorded 
exclusively to its citizens, the President may by order deprive 
that person of his citizenship. 

47.(1) Every person who under this Constitution or any 
Act of Parliament is a citizen of Guyana or under any enactment 
for the time being fu force in any country to which this article 
applies is a citizen of that country shall, by virtue of that citizen
ship, have the status of a Commonwealth citizen. 

(2) Every person who is a British subject without
citizenship under the British Nationality Act 1948, continues to 
be a British subject under section 2 of that Act or is a British 
subject under the British Nationality Act 1965* shall, by virtue 
Qf that status, have the status of a Commonwealth citizen. 

(3) Save as may be otherwise provided by Parliament,
the countries to which this article applies are Australia, the 
Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Botswana, Canada, Cyprus, 
Dominica, Fiji, The Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, India, Jamaica, 

* 
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Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, 
Nauru, New Zealand and Island Territories and Self-Governing 
Countries in free Association with New Zealand, Nigeria, Papua 
New Guinea, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Is
lands, Sri Lanka, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Kingdom 
and Colonies, Western Samoa and Zambia. 

(4) The President may from time to time by order
subject to affirmative resolution of the National Assembly amend 
paragraph (3) by adding any country thereto. 

48. Parliament may make provision -·

(a) for the acquisition of citizenship of Guyana by
persons who do not become citizens of Guyana
by virtue of the provisions of this Chapter;

(b) for depriving of his citizenship of Guyana any .
person who is a citizen of Guyana· otherwise
than by virtue of articles 41, 43 or 44; or

(c) for the renunciation by any person of his
citizenship of Guyana.

49.(1) In this Chapter "prescribed" means prescribed by 
or under any Act of Parliament. 

(2) For the purposes of this Chapter, a person born
aboard a registered ship or aircraft or aboard an unregistered 
ship or aircraft of the government of any country shall be deem
ed to have been born in the place in which the ship or aircraft 
was registered or, as the case may be, in that country. 

(3) Any reference in this Chapter to the national
status of the father or mother of a person at the time of that 
person's birth shall, in relation to a person born after the death 
of either parent, be construed as a reference to the national 
status of the deceased parent at the time of that parent's death; 
and where that death occurred before the date of commence
ment of this Constitution, and the birth occurred on or after that 
date, the national status which that parent would have had if 
he or she had died on that date, shall be deemed to be his or her 
national status at the time of death. 



CHAPTER V 

SUPREME ORGANS OF DEMOCRATIC POWER 

50. 
shall be -

The supreme organs of democratic power in Guyana 

(i) the Parliament;

(ii) �he National Congress of Local Democratic
Organs;

(iii) the Supreme Congress of the People;

(iv) the President; and

(v) the Cabinet.

CHAPTER VI 

PARLIAMENT 

Composition of Parliament 

Suprreme 
organs Qf 
democra.tk 
powec. 

51. There shall be a Parliament of Guyana, which shall :::��'?-
consist of the President and the National Assembly. 1P>aJr-1.i;amen.t. 

52.(1) Subject to paragraph (2) and to articles 105 and 185, �r��
n

the National Assembly shall consist of sixty-five members who =� 
shall be elected in accordance with the provisions of this Consti- Y 

tution and, subject thereto, in accordance with any law made by 
Parliament in that behalf. 

(2) If any person who is not a member of the National
Assembly is elected to be Speaker of the Assembly, he shall, by 
virtue of holding the office of Speak�r, be a member of the Assem
bly in addition to the members aforesaid. 

53. Subject to article 155 (which relates to allegiance, Qua.ufica· 

• insanity, and other matters) a person shall be qualified for �\���0

1ir 

a.a

election as a member of the National Assembly if, and shall not member.s. 

be so qualified unless, he -

(a) is a citizen of Guyana of the age of eighteen
years or upwards; and

(b) is able to speak and, unless incapacitated by
- blindness or other physical cause, to read the

English language with a degree of woficiency
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sufficient to enable him to take an active part 
in the proceedings of the Assembly. 

54, Members of the National Assembly shall vacate their 
seats in the Assembly in the circumstances set out in article 
156 

/ 

55. The first meeting of the National Assembly shall be
held as soon as practicable after elections have beeri held pur
suant to the provisions of article 61, and any reference in this 
<.::onstitution to the National Assembly meeting for the first time 
after any election shall be read and construed as a reference to 
such first meeting. 

56.(1) When the National Assembly first meets after any 
election and before it proceeds to the despatch of any other 
business, it shall elect a person to be the Speaker of the Assembly; 
and, if the office of Speaker falls vacant at any time before the 
next dissolution of Parliament, the Assembly shall, as soon as 
practicable, elect another person to that office. 

(2) The Speaker may be elected either f:rom among the
members of the Assembly who are not Ministers or Parliamentary 
Secretaries or from among persons who are not members of the 
Assembly but are qualified for election as members. 

(3) When the National Assembly first meets after any
election and before it proceeds to the despatch of any other busi
ness except the election of the Speaker, the Assembly shall elect 
a member of the Assembly who is not a Minister or a Parliamen
tary Secretary to be Deputy Speaker of the Assembly; and if the 
office of Deputy Speaker falls vacant at any time before the next 
dissolution of Parliament, the Assembly shall, as soon as con
venient, elect another su,ch member to that office. 

(4) A person shall vacate the office of Speaker or Deputy
Speaker if required to do so by article 157 (which relates to loss 
of qiualification for election as a member of the National Assem-
bly and other matters). 

57.(1) There shall be a Clerk and· a Deputy Clerk of the 
National Assembly, and appointments to those offices shall be 
made by the President acting in accordance with the advice of 
the Speaker. 

(2) The tenure of office and terms of service of the
Clerk and Deputy Clerk and other matters relatin.l! thereto shall 
he regulated by article 158. 
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58.(1) Any person who sits or votes in the National Assem- ���1ified 
bly, knowing or having reasonable ground for knowing that he is siumg cir

not entitled to do so, shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars voitlnz. 

for each day upon which he so sits or votes. 

(2) Any such penalty shall be recove-rable by civil action
in the High Court at the suit of the .Attorney General. 

ElectiOD$ 

59. Subject to the provisions of article 159, every person
may vote at an election if he is of the age of eighteen years or 
upwards and is either a citizen of Guyana or a Commonwealth 
citizen domiciled and resident in Guyana. 

60.(1) Election of members of the National Assembly 
shall be by secret ballot. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of article 160(2), fifty-three
members of the National Assembly shall be elected in accordance 
with the system of proportional representation prescribed by 
article 160(1). 

(3) As soon as practicable after an election of members
of a regional democratic council has been held in consequence 
of a dissolution effected under the provisions of article 73(2), . 
the council shall elect one of its members to serve as a member 
of the National Assembly. 

(4) As soon as practicable after an election of members
of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs has been 
held in consequence of, a dissolution effected under the proyisions 
of article 80(2), the Congress shall elect two of its members to 
serve as members pf the National Assembly. 
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61. An election of members of the National Assembly Times ror 
under article 60(2) shall be held on such day within three months �=ons 

after every dissolution of Parliament as the President shall artide 

appoint by proclamation: soc12>. 

Provided that no balloting commenced during the period of 
three months aforesa.id, performed before the day so appointed, 
and pursuant to which the votes of any person registered as 
electors are cast at the election, shall be deemed contrary to the 
requiremlnts of this article by reason only that such balloting 
has been so rformed. 
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62. Elections shall be independently supervised by the
Elections Commission in accordance with the provisions of 
article 162. 

63. Parliament may make provision for the filling of
casual vacancies among the seats of members of the National 
Assembly and for other matters relating to election of members 
of the Assembly in accordance with the provisions of parag'raphs 
(2) and (3) of article 160

64. All questions as to membership of the National
Assembly shall be determined by the High Court in accordance 
with the provisions of article 163. 

Powers and Procedure of Parliament 

65. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution,
Parliapient may maRe laws for the peace, order and good govern
ment of Guyana. 

66. Subject to the special procedure set out in article
164, Parliament may alter this Constitution. 

67.(1) The President may at any time attend and address 
the National Assembly. 

(2) The President may send messages to the National
Assembly and any such message shall be read, at the· first con
venient �itting of the Assembly after it is received, by the Prime 
Minister or by any other Minister designated by the President. 

68. All qther matters concerning Parliament (including
the procedure thereof) shall be regulated by the provisions of 
articles 165 to 172 (inclusive). 

Summoning, Prorogation and Dissolution 

�rssions 69.(1) Each session of Parliament shall be held at such 
Parliament. place within Guyana and shall begin at such time (not being later 

than six months from the end of the preceding session if Par
liament has been prorogued or four months from the end of that 
session if Parliament has been dissolved) as the President shall 
appoint by proclamation. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the preceding para
graph, the sittings of the National Assembly. shall be held at
such time and place as the Assembly may, by its rules of proce
dure or otherwise, determine. 
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70.(1) The President may at any time by proclamation pro
rogue Parliament. 

(2) The President may at any time by proclamation
dissolve Parliament. 

(3) Parliament, unless ooner dissolved, shall continue
fo;r five years from the date when the, Assembly first meets after 
any dissolution and shall then stand dissolved. 

(4) D,uring any time when the President considers that
Guyana is at war Parliament may from time to time extend the 
period of five years specified in the preceding paragraph by not 
more than twelve months at a time: 

Provided that the life of Parliament shall not be extended 
under this paragraph by more than five years. 

(5) If, after a dissolution and before the holding of an
election of members of the Assembly, pursuant to the provisions 
of article 61, the President considers that owing to the existence 
of a state of war or of a state of emergency in Guyana or any 
part thereof, it is necessary to .recall Parliament, the President 
shall summon the Parliament that has been dissolved to meet, 
but tpe election of members of the Assembly shall proceed and 
the Parliament that has been recalled shall, if not sooner dis
solved, again stand dissolved on the day before the day on which 
the election is held. 

CHAPTER VII 

LOCAL DEMOCRACY 

Local /J)emocratic Organs 

J>roro
gialbion an 
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71.(1) Local government �s a vital aspect of socialist democracy Local
and shall be organised so as to involve as many people as possible in &'overnment
the task of managing and developing the communities in which they 
Jive. .. 

(2) For this purpose Parliament shall provide for the institu
tion of a country-wide system of local government through the establish
ment of organs of local democratic power as an. integral part of the 
political organisation of the State.

72.(1) Save for any areas directly administered by the Govern- Local 
ment,. Parliament may provide for the division of. Guyana into ten rr::,nmoot 
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regions and into such sub-regions and other subdivisions as it may 
deem fit for the purpose of organising local democratic organs. 

(2) In defining the boundaries of any areas into which Guy
ana may be divided under paragraph (1) account shall be taken of the 
population, the physical size, the geographical characteristic, the 
economic resources and the existing and planned infrastructure of 
each area, as well as the possibilities of facilitating the most rational 
management and use of such resource and infrastructure, with a view 
to ensuring that the area is or has the potential for becoming 
economically viable. 

73.(1) Members of a regional democratic council shall be elected 
by persons residing in the region and registered as electors for the pur
pose of article 1 59.

(2) Elections of members of regional democratic councils shall
be held and the councils shall be dissolved at such times as, subject to 
paragraph (3), the President may·appoint by proclamation. 

(3) The interval between any two successive dissolutions of
a regional democratic council shall not exceed five years and four 
months: 

Provided that, if at the expiration of that period the duration of 
Parliament has been extended under article 70(4), that period shall not 
be deemed to come to an end until the expiration of the period for which 
the duration of Parliament has been extended. 

74.(1) It shall be the primary duty of local democratic organs 
to ensure in accordance with law the efficient management and develop
ment of their areas and to provide Jeadershjp by example. 

(2) Local democraitic organs shall organise, popular co-opera
tion in respect of the political, economic, cultural and social life of their 
areas and shall co-operate with the social organisations of the working 
people. 

(3) It shall be the duty of local democratic organs to maintain
and protect public property, improve working and living conditions, 
promote the social and cultural life of the people, raise the level of civic 
consciousne§s, preserve Jaw and order, consolidate socialist legality and 
safeguard the rights of citizens. 

75. Parliament may provide for local democratic organs to
take decisions which are binding upon their agencies and institutions, 
and upon the communities and citizens of their areas. 

' 



76. Parliament may provide for regional democratic councils � to
to raise their own revenues and to dispose of them for the benefit and rtWe.nue. 

welfare of their areas-. 

77. The development programme of each region shall be �!re��;:integrated into the national development plans, and the Government menJt iJ>OO

shaJJ allocate funds to each region to enable it to implement its develop- ���;r,!1red 
t Og a inllio the men pr r mme. 
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78. Parliament may make provision for the election of mem- �g�lllm,rnt 
bers of local democratic organs (including the commencement of ballot- ele<Y111,on1s. 
ing before the day appointed for holding an election) and for all other 
matters relating to their membership, powers, duties, functions and 
re ponsibilities. 

The National Congress of Local Democratic Organs 

79. There shall be a National Congress of Local Democratic The 

Organs which shall have responsibility for representing the interests of �;��! o1 
local government in Guyana and such other duties and functions as may =Cll"talt"c 
be assigned to it by this Con titution or by any other Jaw. ongatns. 

1 

80.(1) The members of the National Congress of Local 
Democratic Organs shall be el�d by and from amon� the 
members or the local democratic organs. 

(2) Elections of members of the National Congress of
Local Democratic Organs shall be held and the Congress shall be 
dissolved at �uch times as, subject to paragraph (3), the President 
may appoint by proclamation. 

(3) The interval between any two successive dissolu
tions of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs shall 
not exceed five years and four months: 

Provided that, if at the expiration of that period the dura
tion of Parliament has been extended under article 70(4), that 
period s,hall not be deemed to come to an end until the expiration 
of the period for whidh the duration of Parliament has been 
extended. 

81. Parliament may make provision for all other matters
relating to the establishment, membership and functions of the 
National Cong:ress of Local Democratic Organs, for the election 
of the members thereof and for effective participation by them 
through the Congress in the decision-making processes of the 
State. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE SUPREME CONGRESS OF � PEOPLE 

�e�uir- 82. There shall, be a Supreme Congress of the People of Guy-
supreme ana, which shall consist of all members.of the National Assembly and 
,fh��Ie. r all members of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organ . 
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83. The Supreme Congres of the People may di cu· any
matter of public interest and may make recommendations thereon to 
the National Assembly or the Government. ln particular, the Con
gress hall advise the President on all maltters which he may refer to 
i,t, a11td for this purpose •article 67 shall apply in relation to the Con
gress as it applies in relation to the National Assembly. 

84.(1) Each session of the Supreme Congress of the People shall 
be held at such place within Guyana and shall begin at such time as 
the President shall appoint by proclamation. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the
silting. of the Congress shall be held at such time and place as the 
Congress may, by i:ts. rules of procedure or otherwise, determine. 

85.(1) The President may at any time by proclamation summon, 
prorogue or dissolve the Supreme Congr� of the People. 

(2) The Supreme Congress of the People, unless sooner
dissolved, shall stand dissolved on the occurrence of a idissolution of 
Parliamellll:. 

86. The Chairman of the Supreme Congress of the People
shall be the person who is enti!tled for the time being to discharge the 
functions of the office of Speaker of the National Assembly. If there 
is no such person, the Congress shall eleot its own Chairman. 

87. The Clerk, the Deputy Clerk and officers of the National
Assembly shall also be the Oerk. Jthe Deputy Oerk and officers respec
tively of the Supreme Congress of the People. 

JtegulaitiOtll 88. All other matters concerning the Supreme Congress of
of procedure. ithe People (including the procedure thereof) shall be regulated by the

provisions of articles 173 to 176 (inclusive). 
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CHAPTERIX 

THE PRESIDENT 

89. There shall be a President of the Co-operative Re
public of Guyana, who shall be Head of State, the supreme exec.u-
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tive authority, and Commander in Chief of the armed forces of 
the Republic. 

90. A person shall be qualified for election as,_ President �!::,· tor 

and shall not be so qualified unless he - eieat.J.on. 

(a) is a citizen of Guyana; and

(b) is otherwise qualified to be elected as a mem
ber of the National Assembly:

Provided that a person holding the office of President or 
otherwise discharging the functions of that office shall not on 
that account be disqualified for election as President. 

91. The President shall be ele,cted by the people in the
manner prescribed by article 177. 

92. A person as&Uming the office of President in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Constitution shall, unless his 
office soone:r becomes vacant under article 178, continue in 
office until the pe11son elected to the office of P11esident at the 
next election held under article 91 assumes office. 

93. The President m�y be removed from office if he
becomes physically or mentally incapable of discharging the 
functions of his office. The pro.cedure for removing him and 
for ensuring the continued discharge of the functions of his 
office is prescribed by ariic� 179. 

94. The President may be removed from office if he
commits any violation of this Constitution or an,y gross mi� 
conduct. The procedure for removing him is prescribed by 
article 180. 

95.(1) During aniy period when the office of President is 
vacant the office shall be assumed by' -

(a) the Prime Minister:

Provided that if the vacancy occurs while 
the Prime Minister is abs·ent from Guyana or 
while he is by reason of physical or mental 
infirmity unable to perform the functions of 
his office, the functions of the office of Presi
dent shall, until the Prime Minister returns 
or until he is again able to perform the func-
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tions of his office, as the case may he, be dis
charged by such other Minister, being an 
elected member of the National Assembly, as 
the Cabinet shall elect; or 

(b) if there is no Prime Minister, by such Minister,
being an elected member of the National As
sembly, as the Cabinet shall elect; or

(c) if there is no Prime Minister and no Cabinet,
by the Chancellor.

(2) ny Minister performing the functions of the office
of President by virtue of the proviso to paragraph (l)(a) shall cease 
to perform those functions if he is notified by the Prime Ministe,r 
that the Prime Minister is about to assume the office of Presd.ident. 

(3) An assumption of the office of President under this
article shall terminate, if it has not previousLy terminated, when 
a person who has been elected to the office in accordance with 
the provisions of article. 177 assumes the office. 

f���;t�e i: 96.(1) Whenever the President is absent from Guyana or 
:.relSli.dent considers it desirable so to do by reason of illness or any other
al:':�i. ill- cause he may, by direction in writing:, authorise any member 
ness, et1c. of the Cabinet, being an elected member of the National Assem-

bly, to perform such of the functions of the office of President 
as he may specify and the person so authorised shall perform 
those functions until his authority is revoked by the President 
or until the functions are resumed by the President. 

(2) If the President is incapable by reason of physical or
mental infirmity of discharging the functions of his office and 
the infirmity is of such a nature that the President is unable to 
authorise another person under this article to perform those 
functions -

(a) the Prime Minister; or

(b) during any period when there is no Prime
Minister or the. Prime Ministe·r is absent from
Guyana or is, by reason of p�ysical or mental
infirmity, unable to perform t;he functions of
his office, such other Minister, being an elected
member of the National Assembly, as the Cabi
net shall elect; or

(c) if there is no Prime Minister and no Cabinet. the
Chancellor,
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shall perform the functions of the office of President: 

Provided that any person performing :the functions of the office of 
President under this paragraph shall not dissolve Parliament nor, save 
on the advice of the Cabinet, revoke any appointment made by the 
President. 

(3) Any person performing the functions of the office of
President by vir:tue of paragraph (2) shall cease to perform those func
tions if. he is notified by the President that the President is about to 
resume those functions. 

97.(1) A person elected as President shall assume the office of �a:h t'h be 

President upon being elected but shall, before entering upon the duties i>�e:rdeni. 
of the office. take and subscribe the oath of office, such oath being 
administered by the Chancellor or such other Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature as may be designated by the Chancellor. 

(2) The provisions of the foregoing paragraph shall apply
to any person performing the functions of the office of President under 
a1ticles 96 or 179 or assuming the office of President under article 95 as 
they apply to a person eJected as President. 

98. The remuneration and immunities of the President
shall be regulated by articles 181, 182 and 222. 

CHAPTER X 

THE EXECUTIVE 

General provisions as to the Government of Guyana 

Remunera
tiom, etc., 
of IPTeskl e111t.

99.(1) The executive authority of Guyana shall be vested in the !!t�:!i;e 

President and, subject to the provisions of this Constitution, may be of GU)'lana. 
exercised by him either directly or through officers subordinate to him. 

(2) Nothing in this article shall prevent Parliament from con-
ferring functions on persons or authorities other than the President. 

100. Subject to the provisions of article 185, there shall be an
office of Prime Minister and such offices of Vice-President and other 
offices of Minister of the Government of Guyana as may be established 
by Parliament or, subject to the provisions of any Act of Parliament, 
by the President. 
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101.(1) The President shall appoint an elected member of the if��ts?e��e 

National Assembly_ to be Prime Minister of Guyana. 
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(2) The Prime Minister shall be the principal assistant of the
President in the discharge of his executive functions and leader of Gov
ernment business in the National Assembly. 

102.(1) The President may appoint Vice-Presidents for the pur
pose of assisting him in the discharge of his functions. 

(2) li he is not otherwise the holder of an office of Vice
President, the person holding the office of Prime Minister shall, by 
virtue of holding. that office, be a Vice-President, and he shall have 
precedence over any other Vice-President. 

103.(1) The Prime Minister and every other Vice-President shall 
be a Minister of the Government of Guyana. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of article 101, Vice-Presidents
and other Ministers shall be appointed by the President either from 
among persons who arc elected members of the National Assembly or 
from among persons who are qualified to be elected as such members. 

104. Articles 101 (1) and 103 (2) shall have effect in relation
to any period between a dissolution of Parliament and the day on which 
the next election of members of the Assembly is held pursuant to the 
provisions of article 61, or between a dissolution of a regional democratic 
council or of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs and 
the day on which the next election by that council or by the Congress 
is b�ld pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (3) or (4) of article 60, 
as the case may be, as if Parliament or that council or the Congress, as 
the case may be, had not been dissolved. 

105. A Miruster who was not an elected member of the Assem-
bly at the time of his appointment shall (unless be becomes such a mem
ber) be a member of the Assembly by virtue of holding the office of 
Minister but shall not vote in the Assembly. 

The c,aibinet. 106.(1) There shall be a Cabinet for Guyana, which shall consist 
of the President, the Prime Minister, the Vice-Presidents, and such other 
Ministers as may be appointed to it by the President. 

(2) The Cabinet shall aid and advise the President in the
general direction and control o.f the Government of Guyana and shall 
be collectively responsible therefor to Parliament. 

(3) There shall preside at meetings of the Cabinet -

(a) the President; ·

(b) in the absence of the President,
the Prime Minister; or
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(c) in the absence of the President and the Prime Minister,
such Minister as the President may designate.

(4) The Cabinet may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its
membership or the absence of any member thereof. 

(5) At the invitation of the President or of any person pre
siding at a meeting of the Cabinet, a Minister who is not a member of 
the Cabinet may attend that meeting and participate fully in the pro-
ceedings as if he were a member. 

107. • The President may assign to any Minister responsibility A1Jooa.lion 
for any business of the Government of Guyana. including the ad�nistra- n

11
��"1•

tion of any department of Government, and shall be charged with all 
responsibility not assigned to any Minister: 

Provided that authority to exercise any power or discharge 
any duty that is conferred or imposed by any 5>ther provision. of
this Constitution or by any other law on any person or authonty 
shall not be conferred under this article. 

108. The office of a Minister shall become vacant in the Tenure «
· t t t · rt· 1 183 .office of c1rcums an,ces Se OU Ill a lC e . lMnisters. 

109. Whenever any Mmister is absent from Guyana or is Minister's 
unable by reason of illness to perform his functions as Minister, uf�!��e or 
the President m�y authorise some other Minister to perform those 
functions (other than the functions conferred by this article) and 
that Minister may perform those functions until they are resumed 
by the first mentioned Minister or are assigned to another Minis-
ter pursuant to the provisions of article 107. 

110.(1) There shall be an office of Minority Leader and ap
pointments thereto shall be made by the P.resident. 

(2) Qualifications for appointment to the office of Min
ority Leader and other matters connected therewith are regulated 
by article 184. 

111.(1) In the exercise of his functions under this Constitu
tion or any other law, the President shall act in accordance with 
his own deliberate judgment except in cases where, by this 
Constitution or by any other law, he is required to act in accord
ance with the advice or on the recommendation of any person or 
authority. 

(2) Where by this Constitution the President is directed
to exercise any function on the advice or recommendation of any 
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person or authority, he may, in accordance with his own delib
erate judgment, once refer any such advice or recommendation 
back for reconsideration by the person or authority con,o"rned, 
and if that person or authority, having reconsidered the original 
advice or recommendation, substitutes therefor a different advice 
or recommendation. as the case may be, the President shall act in 
accordance therewith; but save as aforesaid he shall act in 
accordance with the original advice or recommendation. 

112.(1) There shall be an Attorney General of Guyana who 
shall be the principal legal adviser to the Government of Guyana 
and who shall be appointed by the President. 

(2) Qualifications for appointment to the office of
Attorney General and other matters connected therewith are 
:regulated by article 185. 

Pa,r'l1ament- 113.(1) The President may appoint Parliamentary Secre-
ary secre- . . h' 
w-1es. tanes to assist 1mself or. Ministers in the discharge of their 
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(2) Qualifications for appointment to the office of
Parliamentary Secretary and other matters connected therewith 
are regulated by article 186. 

114. Every Minister and. Parliamentary Secretary shall,
before entering up,on the duties of his office, make and subscribe 
the oath of office. 

115. Where the President or any Minister has been
charged with responsibility for any department of Government, 
he shall exercise general direction and control over that depart
ment; and, subiect to such direction and control, the department 
shall be under the supervision of a permanent secretary, whose 
office shall be a P'!lblic office: 

Provided that two or more government departments may 
be placed under the supervision of one permanent secretary. 

116.(1) ·There shall be a DirectQr of Public Prosecutions 
w1ho-se office shall be a public office. 

(2) The functions of the Director of Public Prosecutions
are set out in article 187. 

117 .(l') There shall be a Secretary to the Cabinet whose 
office shall be a public office. 



(2) The Secretary to the Cabinet, who shall have charge
of the Cabinet Office, shall be responsible in acco:rdance with such 
instructions as may be given him by the President, for arranging 
the business for, and keeping the minutes of, the Cabinet and 
for conveying the decisions of the Cabinet to the appropriate per
son or authority and shall have such other functions as the Presi
dent may dircect. 

118.(1) Cabinet may establish sub-committees of itself for 
the purpose of attending to any of its responsibilities. 

(2) Cabinet may in particular establish a finance sub
committee of itself to be assisted by experts and advisers, includ
ing the Auditor General, and charge it with responsibility for 
supervising the financial affairs of the State and for instituting, 
monitoring and enforcing systems of financial control and dis
cipline throue:hout the service of both central and local govern
ment, including the service of corpol'lations, boards and agencies 
established by the Government. 
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119. Subject to any provision made by Parliament, the sna,oolng 

President may appoint standing committees consisting of such aoonmM1tees. 

persons as he may deem fit for the ouroose of reviP.wine or 
examining any aspect of national life and making recommenda-
tions or otherwise reporting thereon to the Government or to 
Parliament. 

120. Subiect to the provisions of this Constitution and of 'c.on;Murt1ion 
any other law, the President may constitute offices for Guyana, °' offices. 
make appointments to any such office and terminate any such 
appointment. 

121. The Prerogative of Mercy shall vest in the President Pnarogatlve
and shall be exercised by him in accordance with the provi- or IMercy. 
sions of articles 188, 189 and 190. 

122.(1) There shall be an Ombudsman for Guyana. 

(2) All matters relating to the appointment and func-
tions of the Ombudsman and other matters connected therewith 
are regulated by articles 191 to 196 (inclusive). 

CHAPTER XI 

THE JUDICATURE 

The Supreme Court of Judicature 

Omibud.s-
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123.(1) There shall be for Guyana a Supreme Court of Judica
•ture consisting of a Court of Appeal and a High Court, with such juris
piction and powers as are conferred on those Courts respectively by 
this Constitution or any other law. 
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(2) Each of those Courts shall be a superior court of record
and, save as otherwise provided by Parliament, shall have all the 
powe.rs of such a court. 

(3) Parliament may confer on any court any part of the
jurisdiction of and any powers conferred on the High Count by this 
Constitution or any other law. 

124. The Judges of the Court of Appeal shall be the Chan-
cellor, who shall be the President of the Court of Appeal. the Chief 
Justice and such number of Justices of Appeal as may be prescribed 
by Parliament. 

125. The Judges of the High Court shall be the Chief Justice
and such number of Puisne Judges as may be prescribed by Parliament. 

Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature 

126. Except as otherwise expressly provided or requited by
the context, in th.is Constitution the word "Judge" includes the Chan
cellor, the Chief Justice, a Justice of Appeal and a Puisne Judge. 

127.(1) The Chancellor and the Chief Justice shall be appointed 
by the President acting after consultation with the Minority Leader. 

(2) If the office of Chancellor or Chief Justice is vacant or
if the person holding the office of Chancellor is performing ,the func
tions of the office of President or is for any other reason unable to 
perform the functions of his office, or if the person holding the office 
of Chief Justice is for any reason unable to perform the functions of 
his office; ithen, until a person has been appointeid to and has assumed 
the functions of such office or until the person holding such office has 
resumed those functions, as the case may be, thooe functions shall be 
performed by such other of the Judges as may be appointed by the 
President. 

128.(1) The Judges, other than the Chancellor and the Chief 
Justice, shall be appointed by the President, acting in accordance with 
the advice of the Judicial Service Commission. 

(2) If -

(a) the office of any such Judge is vacant;

(b) any such Judge is for any reason unable to perform
the functions of hi-. office;

(c) any such Jllt(ige is acting as Chancellor or Chief
Justice or a P.uisne Judge is acting as a Justice of
Appeal; or
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(d) the Chancellor advises the President that the state
of business of the Court of Appeal or the High
Court so requires,

the President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Ser
vice Commission, may appoint a person to ac:t in the office of Justice 
of Appeal or Puisne Judge, as the case may require: 

Provided that a person may be so appointed notwithstanding that 
he has attained the age at which rrhat office is required by article 197 
to be vacated by a holder thereof. 

(3) The appointment of any person under the preceding para
graph to act in the office of a Justice of Appeal or Puisne Judge shall 
continue to have effect until it is revoked by the President, acting in 
accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission. 

129.(1) A person shalJ nOlt be qualified to be 'appointed to hold Qua,Ufica-
or to act in ,the office of a Judge unless - ,tions or 

Ju.dig&&. 

(a) he is or has been a judge of a court having unlimited
jurisdiction in civil and criminal marters in some
part of the Commonwealth or 'a court having juris
diction in appeals from any such court; or

(b) be is qualified for admission as an attorney-art-law
in Guyana ·and has been so qualified for such period
as may be prescribed by Parliament.

(2) Parliament may prescribe different periods under
subparagraph (b) of the preceding paragraph in relation to the 
offices of the differenit Judges mentioned in article 126. 

130.(1) 
of-

Parliament may make provision for the exercise .� .Altlten ... ance 
of addi'ltdonal 
Judg.e in 

(a) the jurisdiction and powers of a Justice of Ap- ?�urtt 
I or d 

b 
. ""'p&a an 

peal y such Pmsne Judge as may be requested mgh court. 
by the Chancellor to sit as an additional Justice 
o/ Appeal at sittings of the Court of Appeal; 
and 

(b) the jurisdiction and powers of a Puisne Judge
by such Justice of Appeal as may be requested
by the Chancellor to sit as an additional Puisne
Judge.

(2) Article 132 shall not apply to a Justice of Appeal
or a Puisne Judge in the carrying out by him of any function 
pursuant to paragraph (1). 

/ 
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131. Judges shall have full security of office as provided
for in article 197. 

132. A Judge shall not enter upon the duties of his
office unless he has taken and subscribed the oath of office. 

Appeals 

133.(1) An appeal to the Court of Appeal shall lie as of 
right from decisions of the High Court in the following cases, 
that is to say -

(a) final decisions in any civil or criminal proceed
ings on questions as to the interpretation of
this Constitution; and

(b) final decisions given in .exercise of the juris
diction conferred on the High Court by article
153 (which relates to the enforcement of
fundamental rights and freedoms).

(2) Nothing in paragraph (1) shall apply to the matters
for which provision is made by article 163. 

CHAPTER XII 

THE SERVICE COMMISSIONS 

134.(1) There shall be a Judicial Service Commission for Guyana. 

(2) The composition and functions of the Judicial Service
Commission are set out in articles 198 and 199. 

135.(1) There shall be a Public Service Commission for Guyana. 

(2) The composition and functions of the Public Service Com
mission are set out in articles 200 to 205 .(inclusive). 

136.(1) There shall be a Teaching Service Commission for Guyana. 

(2) The composition and functions of the Teaching Service
Commission are set out in articles 207, 208 and 209. 

137.(l) There shall be a Police Service Commission for Guyana. 

(2) The composition and functions of the Police Service Com
mission are set out in articles 210, 211 and 212. 
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PART 2 

·SPECIFIC RULES ·

TITLE 1 

PROTECTION OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND 
FREEDOMS OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

138.(1) No person shall be deprived of his life intentionally iProt�"'° 

save in execution of the sentence of a court in respect of an �J/ig t 

offence under the law of Guyana of which he has been convicted. 

(2) Without prejudice to any liability for a contraven
tion of any other law with respect to the use of force in such 
,cases as are hereinafter mentioned, a person shall not be regard
ed as having been deprived of his life in contravention of this 
article if he dies as the result of the use of force to such extent 
as is reasonably justifiable in the circumstances of the case -

. (a) for the defence of any person from violence 
or for. the defence of p,roperty; 

(b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent 
the escape of a person lawfully detained; 

(c) for the purpose of suppressing a riot, insu:r
rection or mutiny; <?r ·

(d) in order to prevent the commission by that
person of a criminal offence,

or if he dies as the result of a lawful a.ct of war. 

139.(1) No person shall be deprived of his personal liberty �noteo111on 

saye as may be authorised by law in any of the following cases of right ltlO 

that is to say - ' p��;a1 

(a) in execution of the sentence or order of a court
whether established for Guyana or some othe;
country, in respect of a criminal offence of
whioh he has been convicted;

(b) in execution of an orde,r of the High Court 
or the Court of Appeal or such other court 
as may be prescribed by Par:iament punishing 
him for contempt of any such court or of an
.other court or tribunal; 
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(o) in execution of the order of a court made to
secure the fulfilment of any obligation imposed
on him by law;

(d) for the purpose of bringing him before a court
in execution of the order of a court;

(e) upon reasonable suspicion of his having com
mitted, or being about to commit, a criminal
offence under the law of Guyana;

(f) in the case of a person who has not attained the
age of eighteen years, under the order of a
court or with the consent of his parent or
guardian, for the purpose of his education or
welfare:

(g) for the p,urpose of preventing the spread of
an infectious or contagious disease;

(h) in the case of a person who is, or is reasonably
suspected to be, of unsound mind, addicted to
drugs or alcohol, or a vagrant, for the purpose
of his .care or treatment or the protection of

the community;

(i) for the purpose of preventing the unlawful
entry of that person into G�yana, or for the
purpose of effecting the expulsion, extradition
Qr other lawful removal of that person from
Guyana or for the purpose of restricting that
person while he is being conveyed through
Guyana in the course of his extradition or
removal as a convicted prisoner from one
country to another;

' 

(j) to such extent as may be necessary in the
eX!ecution of a lawful order requiring that
person to remain within a specified area within
Guyana or prohibiting him from being within
such an area, or to such extent as may be
reasonably justifiable for the taking of proceed-
ings against that person with a view to the
making of any such order or relating to such
an order afte,r it has been made or to such
extent as may be reasonably justifiable for
restraining that person during any visit that
he is permltted to make to any part of Guyana
in which, in consequence of any such order, his
presence would otherwise be unlawful:
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(k) - subject to the pr.ovisions of the next following
paragraph, for the purposes of his preventive
detention;

(1) fo,r the purpose of his being called up for
national service.

(2) (a) No law providing for preventive detention shall
authorise the detention of a person for a longer 
period than three months unless a tribunal 
established for the purposes of this paragraph 
has reported before the expiration of the said 
period of three months that there is, in its 
opinion, sufficient cause for such detention. 

(b) The refeirences in subparagraph (a) to a period
of th11ee months include references to any
lesser periods that amount in the aggregate to
three months:

Provilded that no two such lesser periods 
shall be aggregated for this purpose if the 
period between the expiration of the first and 
the commencement of t.he second is more than 
one month. 

(c) A person who has been detained by virtue of
the provisions of any law providing for pre,venr
tive detention and who has been released from
detention in ,consequence of a report of a
tribunal established for the purposes of this
paragraph that there is, in its opinion, insuffi
cient cause for his detention shall not be again
detained by virtue of such provisions within
the period of six months from his release on
the same grounds as he was originally detained.

(d) For the purposes of subparagraph (c) a person
shall be deemed to have been detained on the
same grounds as he was originally detained
unless a tribunal established as aforesaid has
reported that, in its opinion, there appear,
prima facie, to be new and reasonable grounds
for the detention (but the giving of any such
report shall be without prejudice to the provi-

----����-- sions of su a a ra a) . ·



Protection 
from slavery 
and forced 
labour. 

52 

(e) A tribunal established for the purposes of this
paragraph shall be established by law and shall
consist of persons who are Judges of the
Supreme Court of Judicature or who are quali
fied to be appointed as Puisne Judges of the
High Co,urt.

(3) Any person who is arrested or detained shall be
infQrmed as soon as reasonably practicable, in a language that 
he understands, of the reasons for his arrest or detention and 
shall be permitted, at his own expense, to retain and instruct 
without delay a legal adviser of his own choice, being a person 
entitled to practise in Guyana as an attorney�at-law, and to hold 
communication with him. 

(4) Any person who is arrested or detained -

, (a) for the purpose of bringing him befQre a court
in execution of the order of a court; or 

(b) upon reasonable suspicion of his having com
mitted or being about to commit a criminal
offence,

and who is not released, shall be brought before a court as soon 
as is reasonably ;p:r:acticable.; and if any person arrested or de
tained upon reasonable suspicion of his having committed or 
being about to commit a criminal offence is not tried within a 
reasonable time, then, without prej:udice to any further proceed
ings which may be brought against him, he shall· be re'eased 
either unconditionally or upon reasonable conditions, including 
in particular such conditions as are reasonably necessary to 
ensure that he appears at a later date for trial or for proceedings 
preliminary to trial. 

(5) Any person who is unlawfully arrested or detained
by any other person shall· be entitled to compensation therefor 
from that other person. 

(6) Nothing in the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4)
shall. apply to any person arrested or detained by virtue of the 
provisions of any law providing for preventive detention except 
in so far as the provisions of the said paragraph (3) require that 
he shall be permitted to retain and instruct a legal adviser and 
to hold communication with him. 

140.(1) No person shall be held in slavery or sel"Vitude. 
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(2) No person shall be required to perform forced
labour. 

(3) For the purposes of this article, the expression
"forced labour" does not include -

(a) any labour required in consequence of the
sentence or order of ·a court;

(b) any labour required. of any person while he is
lawfully detained that, though not required in
consequence of the sentence or order of a
court, is reasonaoly necessary in the interests
of hygiene or for the maintenance of the place
at which he is detained;

(c) any labour required of a member of a disci
plined fo:rtce in pursuance of his duties as such
or, in the case of a person who has conscientious
objections to service as a member of a naval,
milita,ry or air force, any labour that that
person is required_by law to perform in place of
such service; or

(d) any labour required during any period when
Guyana is at war or in the event of any hurri
cane, earthquake, flood, fire or other like
calamity that threatens the life or weH-being
of the community to the extent that the
requiring of such labour is reasonably
justifiable, in the circumstances of any situa
tion arising or existing during that period or
as a result of that calamity, for the purpose
of dealing with that situation.

141.(1) No person shall be subjected to torture or to in
human or degrading punishment or other treatment. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question author
ises the infliction of any punishment or the administration of 
any treatment that was lawful in Guyana immediately before 
the commencement of this Constitution. 

142.(1) No property of any description shall be compul
sorily taken possession of, and no interest in or right over 
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property of any description shall be compulsorily acquired, 
except by or under the authority of a written law wbich provides 
for compensation for the property or any interest in or right over 
property so possessed or acquired and either fixes the amount 
of compensation or specifies the principles on which the com,. 
pensation is to be determined and given and no such law shall 
'be called in question in any court on the ground that the com,. 
pensation provided by that law is not adequate. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven
tion of the preceding paragraph -

(a) to the extent that the law in question makes
provision for the taking of posseS$ion or
acquisition of any property -

(i) in satisfaction of any tax, duty, rate,
cess or other impost;

(ii) by way of penalty for breach of the law,
whether under civil process or after
conviction of a criminal offence under
the law of Guyana;

(iii> as an incident of a lease, tenancy, 
mortgage, charge, bill of sale, p�edget

contract, grant, permission or licence; 

(iv)· in the execution of judgments or orders
of a court in proceedings for the deter
mination of civil rights. or obligations; 

(v) in. circumstances where it is reasonably
necessary so to do because the property
is in a dangerous state or injurious to
the health of human beings, animals or
plants;

(vi) in consequence of any law with respect
to the. limitation of actions;

(vii) for so long only as may be necessary
for the purposes of any examination,
investigation, trial or inquiry or, in the
case of land, for the purposes of .the
carrying out thereon of work of soil
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conservation or the conservation of 
other natural resources or work relating 
to agricultural development or improve
ment; 

which is not beneficially occupied or 
which, if it is beneficially occupied, is 
not so occupied by the holder of the 
title to the land or by any member of 
his family; or 

(ix) in consequence of any law requiring an
employer to remunerate his employee
during any period of compulsory
national service which the employee has
undertaken; or

(b) to the extent that the law in question makes 
provision for the taking of possession or 
acquisition of -

(i) property of the Amerindians of Guyana
for the purpose of its care, protection
and management or any _right, title or
interest held by any person in or over
any lands situate in an Amerindian
District, Area or Village established c.au>., o :, •
under the Amerindian Act for the pur-
pose of effecting the termination or
transfer thereof for the benefit of an
Amerindian community;

(ii) enemy property;

(iii) property of a deceased person, a person
of unsound mind or a person who has
not attained the age of eighteen years,
for the purpose of its administration for
the benefit of the persons entitled to
t�e beneficial interest therein;

{iv) property of a person adjudged insolvent 
or a body corporate in liquidation, for 
the purpose of its administration for the 
benefit of the creditors of the insolvent 
person or bociy corporate and, subject 
thereto, for the benefit of other persons 
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entitled to the beneficial interest in the 
property; 

(v) property subject to a trust, for the
purpose of vesting the property in
persons appointed as trustees under the
instrument creating the trust or by a
court or, by order of a court, for the
purpose of giving effect to the trust; or

(vi) property to be used by the State for
the purpose of providing, maintaining
and managing any place of education,
where the property was being used as
a place of education at any time during
1976 and prior to the coming into
operation of the law in question.

(3) Nothing in this article shall be construed as affect
ing the making or operation of any law -

(i) so far as it provides for the orderly
marketing or production or growth or
extraction of any agricultural product
or mineral or any article or thing
prepared for market or manufactured
therefor or for the reasonable restric
tion of the use of any property in the
interest of safeguarding the interests of
others or the protection of tenants,
licensees or others having rights in or
over such property;

(ii) so far as it provides for the making of
contributions compulsorily by workers
to any industrial scheme or workers
organisation intended to work or provide
for the benefit or welfare of such
workers or of their fellow workers or
of any relatives and dependants of any
of them; or

. . 

(iii) for the compulsory taking ot possession
in the public interest of any property,
or the compulsory acquisition in the
public interest of any interest in or right
over property, where that property,
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interest or right is heid by a body cor
porate established directly by law for 
public purposes in which moneys pro
vided by Parliament or by any Legisla
ture previously established for the 
territory of Guyana have been invested. 

143.(1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be 
sub1ected to the search of his person or his property or the 
entry by others on his premises. 

(2') Nothing contained in or done under the authority 
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question makes 
provision -

(a) that is reasonably required in the interests of
defence, public safety, public order, public
morality, public health, town or country plan
ning, the development or utilisation of mineral
resources, or the development or utilisation of
any othoc property in such manner as to
promote the public benefit;

(b) that is reasonably required for the purpose of
protecting the rights or freedoms of other
persons;

(c) that authorises an officer or agent of the
Government of Guyana, or of a local demo
cratic organ or of a body corporate ei;tablished
directly by law for public purposes to enter
on the premises of any person in order to
inspect those premises or anything thereon for
the purpose of any tax, duty, rate, cess or
other impost or in order to carry out work
connected with any propedy that is lawfully
on those premises and that belongs to that
Government, local democratic organ or body
corporate, as the case may be, or for the pur
pose Of ·obtaining or verifying information
required for compiling national statistics or
required for the purposes of planning', manage
ment and development of the national. economy;
or

(d) that authorises, for the purpose of enforcing
the judgment or order of a court in any pro-
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ceedings, the entry upon any p,remises by order 
of a court. 

144.(1) If any person is charged with a criminal offence, 
then, unless the charge is withdrawn, the case shall be afforded 
a fair hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and 
impartial court established by law. 

(2) It shall be the duty of a court to ascertain the truth
in every case provided that every person who is charged with 
a criminal offence -

(a) shall be presumed to be innocent until he is
proved or has pleaded guilty;

(b) shall be informed as soon as reasonably
practicable, in a language that he understands
and in detail of the nature of the offence
charged;

(c) shall be given adequate time and facilities for
the preparation of his defence:

(d) shall be permitted to defend himself before
the court in person or by a legal representative
of his own choice;

(e) shall be afforded facilities to examine in person
or by his legal representative the witnesses
called by the prosecution before the court and
to obtain the attendance and carry out the
examination of witnesses to testify on his
behalf before the court on the same conditions
as those applying to witnesses called by the
prosecution; and

(f) shall be permitted to have without payment the
assistance of an interpreter if he cannot under
stand the language used at the trial of the
charge,

and, except with his consent, the trial shall not take place in 
his absence unless he so conducts himself as to render the con
tinuance of the proceedings in his presence impracticable and 
the court has ordered him to be removed and the trial to proceed 
in his absence or he fails without reasonable excuse (the proof 
whereof shall lie on him) to attend court. 
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(3) When a person is tried for any criminal offence,
the accused person or any person authorised by him in that 
behalf shall, if he so requires and subject to payment of such 
reasonable fee as may be prescribed by law, be given within a 
reasonable time after judgment a copy for the use of the accused 
person of any record of the proceedings made by or on behalf 
of the court. 

(4) No person shall be held to be guilty of a criminal
offence on account of any act or omission that did not, at the 
time it took place, constitute such an offence, and no penalty 
shall be imposed for any criminal offence that is more severe in 
degree or nature than the most severe penalty that might have 
been imposed for that offence at the time when it was committed .. 

(5) No person who shows that he has been tried by a
competent court for a criminal offence and either convicted or 
acquitted shall again be tried for that offence or for any other 
criminal offence of which he could have been convicted at the 
trial for that offence, save upon the order of a superior court 
in the course of appeal proceedings relating to the conviction 
or acquittal. 

(6) No person shall be tried for a criminal offence if
he shows that he has been granted a pardon for that offence. 

(7) No person who is tried for a criminal offence shall
be compelled to give evidence at the trial. 

(8) Any court or other tribunal prescribed by law for
the determination of the existence or extent of any civil light 
or obligation shall be established by law and shall be independent 
and impartial; and where proceedings for su.oh a determination 
are instituted by any person before such a court or other tribunal, 
the case shall be given a fair hearing within a reasonable time. 

(9) Except with the agreement of all the parties thereto,
all proceedings of every court and proceedings for the determina
tion of the existence or extent of any civil right or obligation 
before any other tribunal, including the announcement of the 
decision of the court or other tribunal, shall be held in public. 

(10) Nothing in the preceding paragraph shall prevent
the court or other tribunaL from excluding from the proceedings 
persons other than the parties thereto and their legal rep.resenta
tives to such extent as the court or other tribunal -

.
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(a) may by law be empowered so to do and may
consider necessary or expedient in circum
stances where publicity would prejudice the
interests of justice or in interlocutory proceed
ings or in the interests of decency, public
morality, the welfare of persons under the age
of eighteen years or the protection of the
private lives of persons concerned in the
proceedings; or

(b) may by law be empowered or required so to
do in the interests of defence, public safety
or public order.

(11) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven
tion of -

(a) paragraph (2) (a) to the extent that the law in
question imposes upon any person charged
with a criminal offence the burden of proving
particular facts;

(bf paragraph (2) (e) to the extent that the- law 
in question imposes conditions that must be 
satisfied if witnesses called to testify on 
behalf of an accused person are to be paid 
their expenses out of public funds; or 

(c) paragraph (5) to the extent that the law in
question authorises a court to try a member
of a disciplined force for a criminal offence
notwithstanding any trial and conviction or
acquittal of that member under the disciplinary
law of that force, so, however, that any court
so trying such a member and convicting him
shall, in sentencing him to any punishment,
take into account any punishment awarded him
under that disciplinary law ..

(12) In the case of any person who is held in lawful
detention, the provisions of paragraph (1), paragraph (2) (d) and
(e) and paragraph (3) shall not apply in relation to his trial for
a criminal offence under the law regulating the discipline of
pers_ons held in such detention. 

(13) Nothing contained in paragraph (2) (d) shall be
<!onstrued as entitling a person to legal representation at public
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expense but, subject thereto, it shall be the duty of the State 
to ensure that every person charged with a criminal offence is 
given a fair trial and accordingly 1o make provision for legal 
aid to be given in suitable cases. 

(14) In this article "criminal offence'' means a criminal
o:lf ence under the law of Guyana. 

145.(1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be Pnoote.otion

hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of conscience, and for �i �
QIU 

the purposes of this article the said freedom includes freedom science.

of thought and of religion, freedom to change his religion or 
belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others, 
and both in public and i,n private, to manifest and propagate his 
religion or belief in worship, teaching, practice and observance. 

(2) No religious community shall be prevented from
providing religious instruction for persons of that community. 

(3) Except with his own consent (or, if he is a person
who has not attained the age of eighteen years, the consent of 
his guardian}, no person attending any place of education shall 
be required to receive religious instruction or to take part in 
or attend any religious ceremony or observance if that instruc
tion, ceremony or observance relates to a religion which is not 
his own. 

(4) No person shall be compelled to take any oath
which is contrary to his religion or belief or to take any o,ath in 
a manner which is contrary to his religion or belief. 

(5) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question makes

provision -

(a) which is reasonably required -

(i) in the interests of defence, public safety,
public order, public morality or public
health; or

(ii) for the purpose of protecting the rights
and freedoms of other persons, including
the right to observe ane1 practise any
religion withou the unsolicited inter
vention of mPmbers of any other
reli ion;o =r __
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(b) with respect to standards or qualifications to
be required in relation to places of education
including any instruction (not being religious
instruction) given at such places.

(6) References in this article to a religion shall be
construed as including references to a religious denomination, 
and cognate expressions shall be construed accordingly. 

146.(1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be 
hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of expression, that 
is to say, freedom to hold opinions without interference, freedom 

to receive ideas and information without interference, freedom 
to communicate ideas and information without interference and 
freedom from interference with his correspondence. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in eontraven
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question makes 
provision -

(a) that is reasonably required in the interests
of defence, public safety, public order, public
morality or public health;

(b) that is reasonably required for the purpose
of protecting the reputations, rights, and free
doms of other persons or the private lives of
persons concerned in legal proceedings, pre
venting the disclosure of information received
in confidence, maintaining the authority and
independence of the courts, regulating the
technical administration or the technical opera
tion of telephony, telegraphy, posts, wireless
broadcasting or television, or ensuring fairness
and balance in the dissemination of informa
tion to the public; or

(c) that imposes restrictions upon public .officers.

14 7 .(1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be 
hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of assembly and as
sociation, that is to say, his right tf f assemble freely and associate 
with other persons and in particular to form or belong to political 
parties or to form or belong to trade unions or other associations 
for the protection of his interests. 
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(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent wit� or in �ontraven
tion of this article to the extent that the law m question makes
provision -

(a) that is reasonably required in the interests of
defence, public safety, public order, public
morality or public health; or

(b) that is reasonably required for the purpose
of protecting the rights or freedoms of other
persons; or

(c) that im,poses restrictions upon public officers; or

(d) that imposes an obligation on workers to be
come contributors to any industrial scheme or
workers' organisation intended to work or
provide for the benefit or welfare of such
workers or of their fellow workers or of any
relatives and dependants of any of them.

148.(1) No person shall be deprived of his freedom of Pmteotion ot

movement, that is to say, the right to move freely throughout !::1enit�1 

· Guyana, the right to reside in any part of Guyana, the right
to enter Guyana, the right to leave Guyana and immunity from
expulsion from Guyana.

(2) Any restriction on a person's freedom of movement
that is involved in his lawful detention shall not be held to 
be inconsistent with or in contravention of this article. 

(3) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question makes 
provision -

(a) for the imposition of restrictions on the ·move,
ment or residence within Guyana of any person
or on any person's right to leave Guyana
that are reasonably .required in the interests
of defence, public safety or public order or
for the purpo&'e of preventing· the subversion
of democratic institutions in Guyana;

(b) for the imposition of restrictions on the move
ment or residence within Guyana or on the
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right to leave Guyana of persons generally or 
any class of persons that are reasonably re
quired in the interests of defence, public safety, 
public order, public morality or public health

or for the purpose of preventing the. sub
version of democratic institutions in Guyana; 

(c) for the imposition of restrictions on the ac
quisition or use of land or other property in
Guyana;

(d) for the imposition of restrictions, by order of
a court, on the movement or residence within
Guyana of any person or on any person's right
to leave Guyana either in consequence of his
having been found guilty of a criminal offence
under the law of Guyana or for the purpose
of ensuring that he appears before a court at
a later date for trial for such a criminal offence

or for proceedings preliminary to trial or for
proceedings relating to his extradition or law
ful removal from Guyana;

(e) for the imposition of restrictions on the free
dom of movement of persons who are not
citizens of Guyana;

(f) for the imposition of restrictions upon the
movement or residence within Guyana or on
the right to l�ave Guyana of public officers;

,(g) for the removal of persons from Guyana -

(i) to be tried or punished in some other
country for a criminal off enc� under the
law of that country; or ·

(ii) to undergo imprisonment in some other
country in execution of the sentence of a
court in respect of a criminal offence
under the law of Guyana of which he has
been convicted; or

(iii) 

.

to be detained in an institution in some
other country for the purpose of giving
effect to the order of a court made in
pursuance of a law of Guyana relating to
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the treatment of offenders under a speci
fied age; or 

to be detained for care or treatment in 
a hospital or other institution in pur
suance of a Jaw of Guyana relating to 
persons suffering from defect or disease 
of the· mind; or 

(h) for the imposition of restrictions on the right
of any person to leave Guyana that are re_a
sonab. y required in order to secure the fulfil·
ment of any ob.igations imposed on that person
by law.

(4) The provisions of article 151 shall apply in relation
to a person whose freedom of movement is restricted by virtue 
of such a provision as is referred to in paragraph (3)(a) as thE:Y 
apply in relation to a person whose freedom of movement 1s 
restricted by virtue of such provision as is referred to in article 
150(2). 

149.(1) Subject to the provisions of this artic:e - Protection 
fnom di.s-

(a) no law shal1 make any provision that is dis- �� m{�!
tdon 

criminatory either of itself or in its effect; and �����ct!rc.0f 

(b) no person shall be treated in a discriminatory
manner by any person acting by virtue of
any written law or in the performance of the
funrtinns of any public office or any public
authority.

(2) In this artic:e the expression "discriminatory"
means affording different treatment to different persons attri
butable wholly or mainly to their respective descriptions by race, 
place of origin, political opinions, colour or creed whereby persons 
of one such description are subjected to disabilities or restric
tions to which persons of another such description are not made . 
sub 1ect or are accorded privileges or advantages which are not 
afforded to persons of another such description. 

(3) Paragraph (l)(a) sha:l not app·y to any law so far
as that law makes provision -

(a) with respect to persons wno are not citizens
of Guyana;
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(b) with respect to adoption, marriage, divorce,
burial, devo:ution of property on death or
other matters of p�rsonal law; or

(c) whereby persons of any such description as is
mentioned in the preceding paragraph may be
subjected to any disability or restriction or
may be accorded any privilege or advantage
which, having regard to its nature and to
special circumstances pertaining to those per
sons or to pen,ons of any other such descrip·
tion, is reasonably justifiable.

(4) Nothing containect in any law shall be he1d to be
inconsistent with or in contravention of paragraph (l)(a) to the 
extent that it makes provision with respect to standards or 
qualifications (not being standards or qua ifications specifically 
re'ating to race, p'ace of origin, political opinion, co:our or 
creed) to be required of any person who i.1 appointed to any 
office in the public servicP, any office in a disciplined force, or 
any office in the service of a local democratic organ 01· of a body 
corporate established by any law for public purposes. 

(5) Paragraph (l)(b) sha'.1 not apply to anything which
is express:y or by necessary imp ication authorised to be done 
by any such provision of law as is referred to in either of the 
two preceding paragraphs. 

(6) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be he:d to be inconsistent with or in contraven
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question makes 
provision -

(a) whereby persons of any such description as is
mentioned in paragraph (2) may be subjected
to any restriction on the rights and freedoms
guaranteed by articles 143, 145, 146, 147 and
148, being such a restriction as is authorised
by article 143 (2), article 145(5), article 146(2),
article 147(2), or artide 148(3), other than sub
paragraph (c) thereof, as the case may be;

(b) for the appropriation of revenue or other funds
of Guyana; or

(c) for the protection, well-being or advancement
of the Amerindians of Guyana.
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(7) Paragraph (l)(b) shall not. affec� any discret!o!l re
lating to the institution, conduct or d1�contmuan�e of c1v1l or 
crimina. proceedings in any court that 1s vested m any person 
by or under this Constitution or any other law. 

150.(1) This artic'.e app"ies to any period when -

(a) Guyana is at war; or

(b) there is in force a proclamation (in this article
referred to as a "proclamation of emergency")
made by the President declaring that a state
of pub:ic emergency exists for the purposes
of this article; or

(c) there is in force a reso·ution of the National
Assembly, in favour of which there were cast
the votes of not fewer than two-thirds of all
the elected members, declaring that democratic
institutions in Guyana are threatened by sub
version.

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law sha:1 be he d to be inconsistent with or in contraven
tion of artic· es 139, 140(2) or 143, any provision of article 144 
other than paragraph (4) thereof, or any provision of articles 
145 to 149 (inclusive) to the extent that the law in question 
makes in relation to any period to which this article app ies 
provision, or authorises the doing during any such period of 
anything, which is reasonab·y justifiab·e in the circumstances 
of any situation arising or existing during that period for the 
purpose of dealing with that situation. 

-

(3) (a) Where any proclamation of emergency has
been made, copies thereof sha 1 as soon as 
practicable be laid before the N ationa: Assem
bly, and if, by reason of its adjournment or 
the prorogation of Parliament, the Assembly 
is not due to meet within five days the Pre
sident sha·1, by proclamation, summon the 
Assembly to meet within five days, and the 
Assemb y sha 1 accordingly meet and sit upon 
the day appointed by the proclamation and 
sha"l continue to sit and act as if it had stood 
adjourned or Parliament had stood prorogued 
to that day. 

Provis'ons 
for time 
of war o,r 

emergency. 

(b) A proclamation of emergency sha'l, unless it
is sooner revoked by the President, cease to
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be in force at the expiration of a period of 
fourteen days beginning on the date on which 
it was made or such longer period as may be 
provided under the next fo�:owing subpara
graph, but without prejudice to the making of 
another proclamation of emergency at or be
fore the end of that period. 

(c) If at any time while a proc:amation of emer
gency is in force (including any time while
it is in force by virtue of the provisions of
this subparagraph) a resolution is passed by the
Assemb y approving its continuance in force
for a furth�r period, not exceeding six months,
beginning on the date on which it would other
wise expire, the proclamation shal1, if not
sooner revoked, continue in force for that
further period.

(4) A resolution such as is referred to in paragraph (1)
(c) shall, unless it is sooner revoked by a resolution of the As
sembly, cease to be in force at -the expiration of two years
beginning on the date on which it was passed or such shorter
period as may be spe.cified therein, but without prejudice to the
passing of another resolution by the Assembly in the mllnner
prescribed by that paragraph at or before the end of that period.

151.(1) Where any person is lawfully detained by virtue of 
such a provision as is referred to in article 150(2), or the move
ment or residence within Guyana of any person or any pe;rson's 
right to leave Guyana is (otherwise than by order of a court) 
law�ully restricted by virtue of suoh a provision as aforesaid, 
his case shall be reviewed by a tribunal established for the pur
poses of this article not later than three mqnths from the com
mencement of the detention or restriction and thereafter not 
later than six months from the date on which his case was last 

· reviewed as aforesaid.

(2) On any review by a tribunal in pursuance of the
preceding paragraph of the case of any person the tribunal ma� 
make recommendations concerning the necessity or expedience 
of dontin;uing the detention or restriction to the authority by 
whom it was ordered but, unless it is otherwise provided by law, 
that authority shall not be obliged to act in acooroance with any 
such recommendation. 

(3) A tribunal established for the purpose of this article
shall be so established by law and constituted in such manner as 
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to secure its independence and impartiality and presided over 
by a person appointed by the Chancellor from among persons 
entitled to practise in Guyana as attorneys-at-law. 

152.(1) Except in proceedings commenced before the 
oxpiration of a period of six months from the commencement of 
this Constitution, with respect to a law made under the Guyana 
Independence Order 1966 and the Constitution annexed thereto, 
r-othing <'ontained in or done under the authority of any written 
law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of 
any provision of articles 138 to 149 (inclusive) to the extent that 
th� law in questio� -

(a) is a law (in this article referred to as "an exist
ing law") that had effect as part of the law of
Guyana immediately before the commence
ment of this Constitution, and has continued to
have effect as part of the law of Guyana at all
times since that day;

(b) repeals cind re-enacts an existing law without
alteration; or

(c) alters an existino- law and does not thereby
render that law mconsistent with any provi
sion of the said articles 138 to 149 in a manner
in which, or to an extent to which, it was not
previously so inconsistent.

(2) In subparagraph (c) of the preceding paragraph the
refe:·ence to altering an existing law includes references to 
repealing it and re-enacting' it with modifications or making 
different provisions in lieu thereof.\ and to modifying it; and in 
the preceding paragraph "written law" includes any instrument 
having the force of law and in this and the preceding paragraph 
references to the repeal and re-enactment of an existing law 
shall be construed a,ccordingly. 

(3) In relation to any person who is a member of a
disciplined force raised under a law in force in Guyana, nothing 
contained in or done under the authority of the disciplinary law 
of that force shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contra
vention of any of the provisions of this Title, other than articles 
138, 140 and 141. 

(4) In relation to any person who is a member of a
disciplinE;<l force raised otherwise than as aforesaid and lawfully 
present m Guyana, nothing contained in or done unde;r the 
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authority of the disciplinary law of that force shall be h�l� to 
be inconsistent with or in contravention of any of the prov1s1ons 
of this Title. 

153.(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (6), if any 
person alleges that any of the provisions of articles 138 to 151
(inclusive) has been, is being or is lil�ely to be contravened in 
relation to him (or, in the case of a person who is detained, if 
any other person alleges such a contravention in relation to the 
detained person), then, without prejudice to any other action 
with respect to the same matter which is lawfully available, that 
person (or that other person) may apply to the High Court for 
r dress. 

(2) The High Court shall have original jurisdiction -

(a) to hear and determine any application made
by any person in pursuance of the preceding
paragraph;

(b) to determine any question arising in the case
of any person which is referred to it in pursu
ance ot the next following paragraph,

and may make such orders, issue such writs and give such 
directions as it may consider appropriate for the purpose of 
enforcing or securing the enforcement of any of the provisions 
of articles 138 to 151 (inclusive): 

Provided that the High Court shall not exercise its powers 
under this paragraph if it is satisfied that adequate, means of 
redress are or have been available to the person concerned under 

th.er 1 ,. 

(3) · If in any proceedings in any court subordinate to
the High Court any question a.rises as to the contravention of 
any of the provisions of articles 138 to 151 (inclusive), the 1>erson 
presiding in that court shall refer the question to 'the High Court 
unless, in his opinion, the raising of the question is merely 
frivolous or vexatious. 

(4) Where any question is referred to the High Court
in pursuance of paragraph (3), the High Court shall give its 
decision upon the question and the court in which the question 
arose shall dispose of the case in accordance with that decision 
or, if th!Jt decision is the subject of an appeal under this Constitu� 
tion to the Court of A,ppeal, in accordance with the decision of 
the Court of Appeal. 
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(5) Parliament may confer upon the High Court such
powers in addition to those conferred by this article as may 
appear to Parliament to be necessary or desirable for the purpose 
of enabling the High Coui:,t more effectively to exercise the 
jurisdiction conferred upon it by this article. 

(6) Parliament may make pr:ovision with respect to the
practice and procedure -

(a) of the High Court in relation to the jurisdiction
and powers confeITed upon it by or under this
article;

(b) of the High Court and the Court of Appeal
in relation to appeals to the Court of Appeal
from decisions of the High Court in the exer.cise
of such jurisdiction;

(c) of subordinate courts in relation to references
to the Higli Court under paragraph (3),

including provision with respect to the time within which any 
application, reference or appeal shall or may be made or brought; 
and, subiect to any provision so made, provision may be made 
with respect to the matters aforesaid by rules of court. 

154. In this Title, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpre 

''contravention", in relation to any requirement, includes a failure 
to comply with that requirement, and cognate expres-
sions shall be construed accordingly; 

"court" means any court of law having jurisdiction in Guyana 
other than a court established by a disciplinary 
law, and in articles 138 and 140, a court established 
by a disciplinary law; 

"disciplinary law" means a law regulating the discipline of any 
disciplined force; 

"disciplined force" means -

(a) any grloup of persons functioning whether
wholly or partially as a naval, military, para
military or air force;

(b) a police force;

tatlon .. 
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(c) a prison service; or

(d) a fire service;

"legal representative", in relation to any court or other tribunal, 
means a person entitled to practise as an attorney
at-law before such court or tribunal; 

"member", in relation to a disciplined force, includes any ,person 
who, under the law regulating the discipline ·of that 
force, is subject to that discipline; and 

"national service" means service in any disciplined force a 
principal purpose of which is the training of people 
with a view to advancing the economic development 
of Guyana. 

TITLE 2 

PARLIAMENT 

155.(1) No person shall be qualified for election as a member of 
the National Assembly who --

(a) is, by virtue of his own act. under any acknowledge
ment of allegiance, obedience or adherence to a
foreign power or state;

(b) is a person certified to be insane or otherwise ad
judged to be of UIL�ound rnind under any law in
force in Guyana;

(c) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a
court, or is serving a sentence of imprisonment (by
whatever name called) exceeding six months im
posed on him by a court or substiru;ed by competent
authority for some other sentence imposed on him
by a court, or is under such c1 sen•cnce of imprison
ment the execution of which has been suspended; or

1d) holds or is acting in the office of any Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature. a member of the 
Election� Commission, the Jwiicial Service Com
mission, the Public Service Commission, tl-ie Teach
ing Service Commission or the Polir,e Service Com
mission, the Director of Public Prosecutions, the 
Ombudsman, or the Auditor General. 
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(2) No person shall be qualified to be nominated for election
as a member of the Na,tional Assembly under the provisions of article 
60 (3) or article 60 (4) if at the daite of his nomination for such election 
he is a member of the Assembly under the provisions of article 60 (2) 
or article 160 (2). 

(3) No person shall be qualified to be nominated for election
as a member of the Naitional Assembly under the provisions of article 
60 (2) or article J 60 (2) if rut the date of his nomination for such election 
he is or is nominated for election as a member of the Assembly under 
the provisi_ons of paragraph (3) or (4) of article 60.

(4) No person, shall be qualified to be nominated for election
as a member of the National Assembly under the provisions of article 
60 (4) if at the date of his nomination for such election he is or is 
nominated for election as a member of the Assembly under the provi
sions of article 60 (3). 

(5) No person shall be qualified to be nominated for election
as a member of the National Assembly under 1the provisions of article 
60 (3) if at the date of his nomination for such election he is or is nomi
nated for election as a member of -the Assembly under the provisions 
of article 60 (4). 

(6) Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraphs (1),
(2). (3), (4) and (5), Parliament may provide that a person shall not be 
qualified for election as a member of the National Assembly in any of 
the following cases, that is to say -

(a) if he holds or is acting in any office 1that is specified
by Parliament a.n4 the functions of which involve
responsibility for, or in oonnection with, the conduct
of an election or ,the compilation or revision of any
register of electors for the purposes of an election;

(b) subject to any exceptions 'and limitations prescribed
by Parliament, if he has any such interest in any
such Government contract, as may be so prescribed;

(c) subject as aforesaid, if -

(i) he holds or is acting in or performing the func
tions of any office or appointment prescribed
by Parliament either individually or by reference
to a class or office or appointment;

(ii) he belongs to any armed force of Guyana or 
to any class of persons that is comprised in any 
such force; or 
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(iii) he belongs to any police force of Guyana or to
any class of persons that is comprised in any
such force;

(d) if, during .such period (not exceeding five years)
preceding the election day as may be prescribed by
Parliament, he -

(i) has been convicted by a court of an offence re
lating to excitement of hostility or ill-will
against any person or class of persons on the
grounds of his or their race; or

(ii) has been convicted by a court of any offence
conneoted with an election that is so prescribed
or has been reported guilty of such an offence
by the High Court in proceedings under article
163 :

Provided that Parliament may empower the
court to exempt a person from disqualification for 
election on account of such a conviction or report 
if the court ideems it just so to do. 

· (1) For the purposes of paragraph (1) (c) -

(a) two or more sentences of imprisol)ment that are re
quired to be served consecutively shall be regarded
as separate sentences if none of those sentences ex
ceeds six months, but if any one of those sentences
exceeds that term they shall be regarded as one
sentence; and

(b) .no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprison
ment imposed as an alternative ,to or in default of
the payment of a fine.

(8) In paragraph (6) (b) "Government contract" means any
contract made with the Government of Guyana or with a department 
of that Government or with an officer of that Government contracting 
ac.; such. 

156.(1) A member of the Na,tional Assembly shall vacate his seat 
therein -

(a) if he resigns it by writing under his hand aiddressed
to the Speaker or, if the office of Speaker is vacant
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or the Speaker is absent from Guyana, to the Deputy 
Speaker; 

(b) if he is absent from the sittings of the Assembly for
such period, and in such circumstances, as may be
prescribed in the rules of procedure of the Assembly;

(c) if he ceases to be a citizen of Guyana;

(d) subjecJt to the next following paragraph. if any
circumstances arise that, if he were not a member
of the Assembly. would cause him to be disqualified
for election as a member thereof by virtue of the
prt>ceding article or of any Jaw enacted in pursuance
thereof;

(e) in the circumstanc� and to the extent set out in
article 178 (4);

(f) in the case of a member who has been elected pursu
ant to the provisions of article 61 or article 160 (2),
whenever Parliament is dissolved;

(g) 'in the case of a member who has been elected pur
suant to the provisions of paragraph (3) or (4) of
article 60, but subject to the provisions of sub
paragraph (h), wht>never the body by which he was
elected i5l dissolved; or

(h) in'the case of a member such as is referred to in sub
paragraph (g) but who holds office as Speaker, Min
ister, Minority Leader or Parliamentary Secretary,
where the body by which he was elected as such
member is dissolved at a time when the National
Assembly is not dissolved, immediately before the
holding of any election under the provisions of para
graph (3) or (4) of article 60 in consequence of the
dissolution of that body or upon the occurrence of
a dissolution of the National Assembly, whichever
shall occur first.

(2) (a) If circumstances such as are referred to in subpara
graph (d) of the preceding paragraph arise in relation 
to a mel}lber of the Assembly by virtue of the fact 
that he is adjudged to be of unsound mind, sentenced 
to death or imprisonment, or convicted or reporited 
gui1ty of an offence and if it is open to the member 
to appeal against the decision (either with the kave 
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of a court or other authority or without such leave), 
he shall forthwith cease to perform his functions as 
a member of the Assembly but, subject to the next 
following subparagraph, he shall not vacate his seat 
until the expiration of a period of thirty days there
after: 

Provided \that the Speaker may, at the request of the 
member, from time to time extend that period for fur-
ther periods of thirty days to enable the member to 
pursue an appeal against the decision, so, however; 
that extensions of time exceeding in the aggregate one 
hundred and fifty days shall not be given without 
the approval of the Assembly signified by resolution. 

(b) If, 0n the determination of any appeal. such circum
stances continue to exist and no further appeal is
open to the member of the Assembly, or if, by reason
of the expiration of any perio,d fer entering an appeal
or notice thereof or the refusal of leave or for any
other reason, it ceases to be open to the member to
appeal, he shall forthwith vacate his seat.

(c) H at any time before the member of the Assembly
vacates his seat such circumstances as aforesaid
cease to exist, his seat shall not become vacanit by
reason of those circumstances. and he may resume
the performance of his functions as a member of the
Assembly.

157. A person shall vacate the office of Speaker or Deputy
Speaker whenever the Assembly first meets after a dissolution of Parlia
ment and also -

(a) in the case of a Speaker elected from among the
members .of the Assembly or in the case of the
Deputy Speaker -

(i) if he ceases to be a member of the Assembly
for any cause other than a dissolution of Parlia
ment or of a regional democratic council or of
the National Congress of Local Democratic
Organs or the operation of article 156(1) (h):

Provided that where a person, who holds the
office of Speaker, ceases to be a member of the Na
ltional Assembly by virtue of the holding of an elec
tion referred to in article 156(1) (f), he shall not by 
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reason thereof vacate the office of Speaker if at such 
election he is re-elected as a member of the As
sembly; 

(ii) if, by virtue of paragraph (2) (a) of the prec�
ing article he is requir.xl to cease to perform his
functions as a member of the Assembly; or

(iii) if he is appointed to be a Minister or a Parlia
mentary Secretary;

(b) in the case of a Speaker elected from among persons
who are not members of the Assembly if he ceases
to be a citizen of Guyana or if any circumstances
arL,;e tha:t would cause him to be disqualified for
election as a member of the Assembly by virtue of
article 155 or of any law enacted in pursuance there·
of;

(c) if he announces the resigna;tion of his office to the
Assembly or if by writing under his hand addressed.
in the case of the Speaker, to the Clerk of the As
sembly or in the case of the Deputy Speaker, to the
Speaker (or, if the office of Speaker is vacalllt or the
Speaker is absent from Guyana, to the Clerk) he
resigns that office; or

(d) in the case of the Deputy Speaker, if he is elected
to be Speaker.

158.(1) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph, ci8!!111: 1811 . 

the Clerk of the National Assembly shall vacate his office when he �'f:Y
attains the age of sixty-five years or such later age as may, in any 
particular case, be prescribed by the Commission appointed unider 
paragraph (4).

(2) The Clerk shall be removed from office by the Presidenlt
if, but shall not be so removed unless, the National Assembly, by a 
resolution which has received the affirmative votes of a majority of all 
the elected members thereof, has resolved that he ought to be so re
moved for inability to discharge the functions of his office (whether 
arising from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for mis
behaviour. 

(3) The provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) shall apply to
tho Deputy aerk as they apply to the Clerk. 



Qua,Wi
ca,trons 
and di.s
qu,aildica
tio,ns for 
elect,1rs. 

78 

(4) Subject to the provisions of article 222 the terms of ser
vice (including salary and allowances) of the Clerk and Deputy Clerk 
shall be determined from time to time by a Commission consisting of 
the Speaker, as Chairman, the Minister responsible for finance or a 
person nominated by that Minister to represent him at any meeting of 
the Commission and one other Minister designated from time to time 
by tthe Prime Minister. 

(5) A person who is a public officer may, without ceasing
to hold office in the public service, be. appointed in accordance with 
the provisions of this article to the office of Clerk or Deputy Clerk, 
but -

(a) no such appointment shall be made without the con
currence of the appropriate service authority;

· (b) the provisions of paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) shall,
in relation to an officer so appointed, apply, subject 
to the provisions of subparagraph (d) as respects his 
service as Clerk or Deputy Clerk bull: not as respects 
his service as a public officer; 

(c) an officer so appointed shall not, during his continu
ance in the office of Clerk or Deputy Clerk, perform
the functious of any public office; and

(d) an officer so appointed may at any time be appointed
by the appropriate service anthori,ty to assume or
resume the functions of a public office and he shall
thereupon vacate his office as Clerk or Deputy
Clerk, but no appointment under this subparagraph
shall be made without the concurrence of the
Speaker.

(6) In the preceding paragraph "the appropriate service au
thority" means the authority in whlch, under the provisions of this 
Constitution, is vested the power to make appointments to the public 
office held by the person to be appointed as Clerk or Deputy Clerk or 
the functions of which the Clerk or Deputy Clerk is to be appointed to 
assume or resume, as the case may be. 

_ (7) T�e functions confe�red by this article on the Speaker
shall, 1£ there 1s no person holdmg the office of Speaker or if the 
Speaker is absent from Guyana or is otherwise unable to perform 
those functions, be perform� by the Deputy Speaker. 

159.(1) No person shall vote at an election unless he is registered 
as an eleotor. 
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(2) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4), a per
son shall be qualified to be registered as an elector for elections, if, and 
shall not be so qualified unless. on the qualifying date, he is of the age 
of eighteen years or upwards and either -

(a) is a citizen of Guyana; or

(b) is 'a Commonwealth ci'tizen who is not a citizen of
Guyana and who is domiciled and resident in Guy
ana and bas been so resident for a period of one
year immediately preceding the qualifying date.

(3) No person shall be qualified to be so registered who on
the qualitying date is a person certified to be insane or otherwise 
adjudged to be of unsound mind under any law in force in Guyana. 

(4) No person shall be qualified to be so registered if during
such period (not exceeding five years) preceding the qualifying date as 
may be prescribed by Parliament, he has been convicted by a court of 
any offence connected with elections that is so prescribed or has been 
reported guilty of such an offence by the High Court in proceedings 
under article 163: 

Provided that Parliament may empower the court to exempt a 
person from disqualification for registration on account of such a con
viction or report if the court deems it just so to do. 

(5) In this article "the qualifying date" means such date as
may be appointed by or under an Act of Parliament as the date with 
reference to which a register of electors shall be compiled or revised. 

160.(1) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph Electoral 
the system of proportional representation referred to in article 60 (2) for system. 

the election of fifty-three members of the National Assembly shall be 
as follows -

(a) votes shall be cast throughout Guyana in favour of
lists of candidates;

(b) each elector shall have one vote and may cast it in
favour of any of the lists; and

(c) the seats of the said fifty-three elected members in
the Assembly shall be allocated between the lists in
such a manner that the proportion that the number of
such seats allocated to each list bears to the number
of votes cast in favour of the list is as nearly as may
be the same for each list.
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(2) Parliament may make provision for division of Guyana
into such number of electoral areas, not being more than half the num
ber of the said fifty-three elected members of the AssemblY., as 
Parliament may prescribe and for the election in each such area of one 
member of the Assembly, each elector having for this purpose one vote 
in addition to the vote which he may c_ast in favour of a list of candi
dates; but, if Parliament makes provision as aforesaid, then -

(a) a person may stand as a candidate for election in any
such electoral area only if, in such manner as
Parliament may prescribe, he has declared that be
supports, or has otherwise identified himself with,
one of the lists; and

(b) those of the said fifty-three seats in the Assembly for
which members are not elected in electoral areas as
aforesaid shall be allocated between the lists in ac
cordance with the results of the voting throughout
Guyana in favour of lists in such a manner that
the proportion that the number of seats allocated to
each list, when apded to the number of members
identified wi'th that list elected in electoral areas,
bears to the number of votes ca.st in favour of that
list is as nearly as may be the same for each list.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, Parliament
may make provision -

(a) for the registration of electors;

(b) for the manner in which lists of candidates shall be
prepared, .including the proyision in a list of the
names of a sufficient number of candidates to enable
any vacancies to be filled under subparagraph (g):

(c) for the manner in which the number of seats to be
allocated to each list shall be calculated in order to
give effect to the provisions of paragraph ( l )  or
paragraph (2), as the case may be;

(d) for the combination of lists of candidates for the
purpose of the allocation of seats (but not for the
purpose of voting);

(e) for the extraction from the lists and declaration of
names of the candidates who have been elected;

(f) for the manner in which elections of members of the
National Assembly shall re held purwant to the pro-
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visions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this aI1licle or 
paragraphs (3) and (4) of article 60; 

(g) for the filling of vacancies among the seats of mem
bers of the National Assembly where such vacancies 
are caused otherwise than by a dissolution of
Parliament, or of a regional council or of the 
National Congress of Local Democratic Organs; and 

(h) generally for the conduct of elections of members
of the National Assembly and for giving effect to the 
provisions of this Constitution relating thereto. 

161.(1) There shall be an Elections Commission for Guyana con- Elec:ltiJOOIII 
COilllllllli.9,Slool sisting of a Chairman and such other members as may be appointed in 

accordance with the provisions of thls article. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (6), the Chairman
of the Elections Commission shall be appointed by the President, from 
among persons who hold or have held office as a judge of a court having 
unlimited jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in some part of the 
Commonwealth or a court having jurisdiction in appeals from any such 
court or who are qualified to be appointed as any such judge. 

(3) In addition to the Chairman, there shall be one member
of the Commission (hereinafter referred to as a "representative mem
ber") in respect of every list of candidates which at the election next 
preceding the appointment of such member obtained not less than 
five seats in the Assembly: 

Provided that no appointment shall be made under this paragrap� 
during the period of three months immediately following the date of an 
election held pursuant to the provisions of article 61. 

(4) For the purposes of the preceding paragraph a list shall
be regarded as having obtained a seat in the Assembly if a seat has been 
allocated to that list or if a person idellltified with that list has been 
elected in an electoral area established under article 160(2). 

(5) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (6), a representative
member of the Commission shall be appointed by the President, acting 
in accordance with the advice of the member of the Assembly whose 
name (excluding the name of the President) appears first on the list in 
respect of which <the member is appointed or, if a majority of the mem
bers of the Assembly who belong to that list notify the President that 
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he should act in accordance with the advice of some other member of 
the Assembly who belongs to that list, in accordance with the advice 
of that member: 

Provided that if occasion ari es for making an appointment while 
Parliament stands dissolved this subsection shall have effect a if 
Parliament had not been dis olved 

(6) A person shall be disqualified for appointment as a mem
ber of the Commission if he is a public officer or an alien. 

(7) A member of the Elections Commission shall vacate his
office -

(a) at the expiration of three months from the date of
the election held pursuant to the provisions of article
61 and no��t following his appointment; or

{b) if any circumstances arise that, if he were not a mem
ber of the Commission, would cause him to be dis
qualified for appointment as such. 

(8) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall· apply to the office of member of the Elections Com
mission, and, for the purpo.:�s of paragraphs {4) and (6) of that article, 
the prescribed authority shall be the Prime Minister: 

Provided that, before tendering any advice to the President under 
paragraph (4) of the said article in relation to the representative mem
ber appointed in respect of a list other than that to which the Prime 
Minister belongs, the Prime Minister s.hall consult the person on whose 
advice, if the office of that member were vacant, the President would act 
under paragraph (5) in appointing a person to fill the vacancy. 

(9) If, by reason of his illness, ab ence from Guyana or sus
pension under the said article 225, any member of the Elections Com
mission is unable to perform his functions as such, a tempora'ry mem
ber may be appointed in his place. 

(10) The provisions of this article shall apply in relation to the
appointment of a temporary member of the Commission and to a 
temporary member appointed in accordance with this article as they 
apply in relation to the member of the Commission in whose place he is 
appointed: 

Provided that his appointment shall have effect only for the period 
ending when the person in whose place he bas been appointed resumes 
bis functions as, or ceases to be, a member of the Commission. 
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(11) For the purposes of paragraphs (5) and (8) a person shall
be regarded as belonging to a list if his name appears on that list or if
be was identified with that list and elected in an electoral area 
established under article 160(2). 

162. (1) The Elections Commi ion shall have such functions con- Funat1ons
d . h 1 . h . . f I h d 

of Electlon.,i 
necte wit or re atmg tQ t e reg1strat1on o e ectors or t e con uct of commission. 
elections as are conferred upon it by or under this Constitution or, sub-
ject thereto, any Act of Parliament; and, subject to the provisions of 
this Constitution, the Commission -

(a) shall exercise general direction and supervision over
the registration of electors and the admini trative
conduct of all elections of members of the
National Assembly; and

(b) shall issue such instructions and take uch action a
appear to it nece sary or expedient to ensure im
partiality, fairness and compliance with the pro
visions of this Constitution or of any Act of
Parliament on the part of persons exercising power
or performing duties connected with or relating to
the matters aforesaid.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Constitu
tion, if the Elections Commission is satisfied that the holding of an elec
tion pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (2) or (3) or (4) of article 
60 or article 160(2) on the day appointed therefor would be attended. 
either generally or in a particular area, by danger or seriou hardship, 
it may, after consultation with the Prime Minister and the Minority 
Leader. by notice published in the Gazette -

(a) postpone the holding of the election to a day
. 

specified in the notice; or

(b) postpone the voting in any area specified in the
notice to a dar so specified.

163.(1) Subject to the provision of this article, the High Court
shall have exclu ive jurisdiction to determine any question -

(a) regarding the qualification of any person to
elected as a member of the National As embly:

Detenm,i,na. 
t!on of 
quoestions a.! 
t.o m.ember
sh!p a.nd 

be eleotlon.s 

(b) whether -

(i) either generally or in any particular place, an
election has been lawfully conducted or the
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result thereof has been, or may have been. 
affected by any unlawful act or omiSS!On. 

(ii) the sea:ts in the Assembly have been lawfully
allocated;

(iii) a seat in the Assembly has become vacant; O<' 

(iv) any member of the Assembly is required under
the provisions of article 156(2) to cease to
exercise any of his functions as a member
thereof;

(c) regarding the filling of a vacant seat in the Assembly:
or

(d) whether any person has been validly elected as
Speaker of the Assembly from among persons who
are not members thereof or. having heen so elected,
has vacated the office of Speaker.

(2) Proceedings for the determination of any question referred
to in the preceding paragraph may be instituted by any person (includ
ing the Attorney General) and, where such proceedings are instituted by 
a person other than the Attorney General, the Attorney General if he 
is not a party thereto may intervene and (if he intervenes) may appear 
or be represented therein. 

(3) An appeal shalJ lie to the Court of Appeal -

(a) from the decision of a Judge of the High Court
granting or refusing leave to institute proceedings for
the determination of any question referred to in
paragraph (l);

(b) from the determination by the High Court of any such
question, or against any order of the High Court
made in consequence of such determination.

(4) Parliament may make provision with respect to -

(a) the circumstances and manner in which and the con
ditions upon which proceedings for the determina
tion of any question under this article may be
instituted in the High Court and an appeal may be
brought to the Court of Appeal in respect thereof;

(b) the consequences of the determination of any ques
tion under this article and the powers of the High
Court in relation to the determination of any such
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question, including (without prejudice t.o the 
generality of the foregoing power) provision 
empowering the High Court to order the holding of 
a fresh election throughout Guyana or a fresh ballot 
in any part thereof or the re-allocation of seats in 
whole or in part; and 

(c) the practice and procedure of the High Court in
relation to the jurisdiction and powers conferred
upon it by or under this article and of that Court and
the Court of Appeal in relation to appeals to the
Court of Appeal under this 'article,

and, subject to any provision so made, provision may be made with res
pect to the matters aforesaid by rules of court. 

(5) In this article reference to any person being elected shall
be read and constrned as a reference to any person being elected under 
paragraph (2) or (3) or (4) of article 60 or under article 160(2). as the 
case may be. 

164.(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (2) and (3), a Bill iP1I'ooedure 

for an Act of Parliament t.o alter this Constitution shall not be passed �or iau!'r
by the National Assembly unless it is supported at the final voting in :fJisU� 
the Assembly by the votes of a majority of all the elected members of tum, 
the Assembly. 

(2) A Bill to alter any of the following provisions of this Con
titution, that is to say -

(a) this article, articles I, 2, 8, 9, 18, 51, 66, 89, 99 and
111; and

(b) articles 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10 to 17 (inclusive), 19 to 39 (in
clusive), 40 t.o 49 (inclusive), 52, 53, 54, 59, 60, 62,
65, 67, 69, 70, 90 to 96 (inclusive), 98, 120, 121, 122,
Chapter XI (other than article 132), Chapter XII.
articles 138 to 163 (inclusive), articles 168 to 196
(inclusive, but excepting article 173, pllfagraphs (2)
and (5) of article 192 and article 193), Title 6, Title 7,
articles 222, 223, 225, 226, 231 and 232,

� ':!---· 

shall not be submitted to the President for his assent unless the Bill, 
not less than two arid not more than six months after its passage through 
the National Assembly, has. in such manner as Parliament may pres
cribe, been submitted to the vote of the electors qualified to vote in an 
election and has been approved by a majority of the electors who vote 
on the Bill: 
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Provided that if the Bill does not alter any of the provisions men
tioned in subparagraph (a) and is supported at the final voting in the 
Assembly by the votes of not less than two-thirds of all the elected mem
bers of the Assembly it shall not be necessary to submit the Bill to the 
vote of the electors. 

(3) In this article -

(a) references to this Constitution or to any particular
provision thereof include references to any other law
in so far as that law alters the Constitution or, as the
case may be, that provision; and

(b) references to altering this Constitution or any
particular provision thereof include references to
repealing it, with or without re-enactment thereof or
the making of different provision in lieu thereof, to
modifying it and to suspending its operation for any
period.

165.(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the National 
Assembly may regulate its own procedure and may make rules for that 
purpose. 

(2) The Assembly may act notwithstanding any vacancy in
its membership (including any vacancy not filled when the Assembly 
fin,t meets after it.be commencement of this Constitution or after any 
dissolution of Parliament) and the presence or participation of any 
person not entilled to be present at or to participate in rthe proceedings 
of the Assembly shall not invalidate those proceedings. 

166.(1) The Speaker, or, in his absence, the Deputy Speaker or. 
if they are both absent, a member of the National Assembly (not being 
a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary) elected by the Assembly for 
the sitting shall preside at any sitting of the Assembly. 

(2) References in this article to circumstances in which the
Speaker or Deputy Speaker is absent include references 'to circum
stances in which the office of Speaker or Deputy Speaker is vacant. 

167. .· No member of the National Assembly shall take part in
the proceedings <>:f -the. Assembly (other_ than proceedings necessary for
the purpose of ltbJ article) until he has made and subscribed before the 
Assembly the oath of office: 

Provided that the election of a Speaker and Deputy Speaker of 
the Assembly may take place before ,the members thereof have made 
and ubscribed such oath. 



168.(1) Save as otherwise provided by this Constitution, all ques
tions propo� for decision in the National Assembly shall be deter
mined by ·a majority bf the votes of the members presenJt and voiting. 

(2) Except as provided by the next following paragraph. !the
Speaker or other member presicling in the Assembly sh.all not vote un-
less on any question the vQltes are equally divided. in which case he 

' shall have and exercise a casting vote. 

(3) A Speaker elected from among persons who-are not mem
bers of the AS;Sembly shall have neither an original nor a casting vote 
and if, upon 'any question before the Assembly when such a Speaker is
presiding. the votes of the members are equally divided, 1the motion
shall be lost. 

169. If objection is taken by any member of the National As-
sembly present that there are present in the Assembly (oesides the 
.person presiding) less than one-third of all the elected members of the 
Assembly,- and, after such interval as may be prescribed in the rules 
of procedure of the Assembly, the person presiding ascertains that 
there are still present less than one-third of all the elected members, he 
shall tt:hereupon adjourn the Assembly. 

VOUng. 

QuoTUlm. 

170.(1) Subject to the provisions of article 164, the power of tt�:ia.fi'on. 
Parliament to make laws shall be exercised by Bills pas� by the Na
tional Assembly and assented to by the President. 

(2) When a Bill is presented to 11:he President for assent, he
shall signify lthait he assents or that he withholds assent. 

(3) Where ,the President withholds his assent to a Bill, he
shall return i't to the Speaker within twenty-one days of the date when 
it was presented to him for assent with a message stating the reasons 
why he has withheld his assent. 

(4) Where a Bill is so returned to the Speaker it shall nolt
again be presented to the President for assent unless within six months 
of ,the Bm being so returned upon a motion supported by rthe votes of 
not less than two-thirds of all the elected members of the Na:tional 
Assembly the _Assembly reso�ves that ithe Bill be again presented for 
��-

(5) Where the National Assembly so resolves that a Bill be
again presented for assent, the Bill shall be so presented and the Presi
dent shall a.�sent 1to it within twenty-one days of its presentation, unless
he sooner dissolves Parliament. 

(6) A Bill shaJl not become law unless it has been duly passed
and assented to in accordance with this Constitution. 

171.(1) Subject to the provisions of ithis Constitution and of the Introduction 
uJ of 

of Bills, etc. 
r es procedure of the National Assembly, any member of the As-
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sembly may ill'troduce any Bill or propose any motion for debate in, 
or may present any petition to, .the Assembly, and the same shall be 
debated and disposed of according to the rules of procedure of the 
Assembly. 

(2) Except on the recommendation or with tthe consent of the
Cabinet signifie,d by a Minister, the Assembly shall not -

(a) proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment to
a Bill) which, in the opinion of -the person presiding.
makes provision for any of ·the following purposes -

�) 

(i) for imposing or increasing any tax;

(ii) for imposing any charge upon the Consolidated
Fund or any other public fund of Guyana or
for altering any such charge otherwise !than by
reducing it;

(iii) for the payment, issue or withdrawal from the
Consolidated Fund or any other public fund
of Guyana of any moneys not charged thereon
or any increase in the amount of such a pay
ment, issue or withdrawal; or

(iv) for compounding or remitting any debt due to
Guyana; or

proceed upon any motion (including any amendment 
to a motion) the effect of which, in the opinion of 
the person presiding, would be to make provision for 
any of the purposes aforesaid. 

,Pnvnegea, 172.(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (2). (3) and (4), 
:�b��s 01 Parliament may by law determine the privileges, immunities and powers 
the NatJJonal of the National Assembly and the members thereof. 
Aasem.bly. 

(2) No civil or criminal proceedings may be, instituted against
any member of ,the Assembly for words spoken before. or written in a 
report to. the Assembly or to a committee thereof or by reason of 
any matter or thing brought by him therein by petition. bill. resolution, 
motion or otherwise. 

(3) For the duration of any session. members of the Assembly
shall enjoy freedom from arrem: for any civil debt. 

(4) No process issued by any oourt in the exercise of its civil
jurisdiction shall be served or executed within the precincts of •the 
Assembly while the Assembly is sitting or through the .Speaker, the 
Qerk or any officer of the Assembly. 
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TITLE 3 

THE SUPREME CONGR�SS OF THE PEOPLE 

173.(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Supreme R?guJatlon 

Congress of the People may regulate its own procedure and may make �oocedure. 
rules for that purpose. 

(2) The Supreme Congress of the People may act notwith
staIJding any vacancy in its membership (including any vacancy not 
filled when the Congress first meets after the commencement of this 
Constitution or after any dissolution of Parliament) and the presence 
or participation of any person not entitled to be present at or to 
pariicipate in the proceedings of the Congress shall not invalidate those 
proceedings. 

174.(1) All que tions proposed for decision in the Supreme Con- Voting. 

gress of the People shall be determined by a majority of the votes of 
the members present and voting. 

(2) The Chairman of the Supreme Congress of the People
shall not vote unlrss on any ques, ion the votes are equally divided, in 
which case he shall have and exercise a casting vote. 

175. If objection is taken by any member of the Supreme Con- Quorum. 
grcss of the People that there arc present in the Congress (besides the 
person presiding) less than one-third of all the members of the Con-
gress and, after such interval as may be prescribed in the rules of pro, 
cedure of the Congress, the person presiding ascertains that there are 
still present less than one-third of all the members, he shall thereupon 
adjourn the Congress 

176.(1) Par] iament may by law determine the privileges, immuni- Pru,viLeges 
ties, and powers of the Supreme Congress of the People and the mem- �tP���e 
bers thereof. Congress · of the 

(2) No civil or criminal proceedings may be instituted against
People. 

any member of the Congress for words spoken before or written in a 
reporit lo, the Congress or to a committee thereof or by reason of any 
matter or thing brought by. him therein by petition, resolution, motion 
or o.herwise. 

(3) For the duration of any session m�rnbers of the Congress
shall enjoy freedom from arrest for any civil ,debt. 

(4) No process issued by any court in the exercise of its civil
jurisdiction shall be served or executed within the precincts of the Con
gress whil� the Congres� is sitting or through the Chairman, the Clerk 
or any officer of the Conl!'.ress . 
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TITLE 4 

THE PRESIDENT 

177 .(1) Any list of candidates for an e' ection held pursuant 
to the provisions of article 60(2) shall designate not more than • 
one of those candidates as a Presidential candidate. An elector 
voting at such an ele.ction in favour of a list designating a 
Presidential candidate (hereinafter referred to as a "Presidential 
list") shall be deemed to be also voting in favour of that Presi
dential candidate. 

(2) A Presidential candidate sha11 be deemed to have
been ele,cted as President and shall be so declared by the Chair
man of the Elections Commission -

(a) if he is the only Presidential candidate at the
election; or

(b) where there are two or more Presidential
candidates, if more votes are cast in favour of
the Presidential list in which he is designated
as Presidential candidate than in favour of any
othe,r Presidential list.

(3) Where no person is elected as President under
paragraph (2) and where the votes cast in favour of each Presi
dential list are equal in number, or where the votes cast in 
favour of each of two or more Presidential lists are equal in 
number but greater than the number of votes cast in favour of 
any other Presidential Jist, the Chairman of the Elections Com
mission, acting in the· presence of the Chancellor and of the 
public, sha·1 by lot choose one of the Presidential lists in respect 
of which the votes are equal and sha1l declare the Presidential 
candidate designated in that list to be duly elected as President. 

(4) The Court of Appeal shall have exclusive jurisdic
tion to hear and determine any question as to the validity of 
an election of a President in so far as that question depends 
upon the qua'ification of any person for election or the inter
pretation of this Constitution; and any decision of that Court 
under this paragraph shall be final. 

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution,
Parliament may make provision for giving effect to the provi· 
sions of this Title and, without prejudice to the generality 
thereof, may make provision -

(a) for the conduct of elections to the office of
President; and
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(b) with respect to the persons by whom, the
manner in which and the conditions upon which
proceedings for the determination of any
question such as is mentioned in the preceding
paragraph may be instituted in the Court of
Appeal,

and, subject to any provisions made under subparagraph (b),
provision may be made with respect to the matters referred to 
therein by rules of court. 

(6) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (4), an in
strument which -

(a) is executed under the hand of the Chairman
of the Elections Commission; and

(b) states that a person named in the instrument
was dee ared e_ected as President at an election
held pursuant to the provisions of artic.e 60(2),

shall be conclusive evidence that the person so named was so 
elected and no question as to the validity of the election as the 
President of the person so named shall be enquired into in any 
court. 

178.(1) The office, of President shall become vacant if the 
person holding it -

(a) dies; or

(b) resigns it by writing under his hand addressed
to the Speaker; or

(c) ceases to hold it by virtue of the provisions
of article 92, 179 or 180.

(2) A person assuming the office of President in
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution sha 1 be

disqualified for any other office, employment or appointment 
to which this paragraph app ies and accordingly on entering 
upon the duties of the office of President shall vacate any such 
other office, employment or appointment held by him. 

. (3) The preceding paragraph applies to the offices· of 
Speaker, member, Clerk or Deputy c:erk of the National Assem
bly, member of the National Congress of Loca· Democratic 
Organs, any Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature, member 

Tenure o 
office or 
President. 
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of the E1ections Commission, the Judicial Service Commission, 
the Public Service Commission, the Teaching Service Commission 
or the Police Service Commission, any public office, employment 
in any armed force of Guyana and any paid appointment as a 
member or emp·oyee of a body corporate established by law 
for public purposes. 

(4) During any period when a Minister is performing
the functions of the office of President under article 96 or 179 
or has assumed the office under the proviso to artic:e 95(1), 
his seat in the National Assembly shall be regarded as vacant 
and may be temporarily fi1led in accordance with any provision 
made under artic'e 160(3). At the expiration of the period the 
person temporarily firing the seat shall vacate it and the seat 
shall thereupon be resumed by the Minister : 

Provided that the person so vacating the seat shall be 
eligib e for re-election under any provision made as aforesaid. 

179.(1) If the Cabinet resolves, upon a motion supported 
by the votes of a maiority of a·1 the members of the Cabinet, 
that the question of the physical or menta1 capacity of the Pre
sident to discharge the functions of his office ought to be in
vesthrnted and so informs the Chancel'or, the Chancellor sha'l 
appoint a board consisting of not less than three persons selected 
by him from among persons who are qua·ified as medical 
practitioners under the law of Guyana or under the law of any 
other country in the Commonwea'th, and the board shall enquire 
into the matter and sha11 make a report to the Chancellor stating 
the opinion of the board whether or not the President is, by 
reason of any infirmity of body or mind, incapab!e of discharg
ing the functions of his office. 

(2) H the board reports that the President is incapab1e
of discharging the functions of the office of President. the 
Chancellor shall certify in writing accordingly and thereupon 
the President shall cease to hold office. 

(3) Where the Cabinet resolves that the question of
the physical or menta1. capacity of the President to discharge 
the functions of his office shou!d be investigated the President 
shall, until another person assumes the office of President or 
the board appointed in pursuance of paragraph (1) reports that 
the President is not incapable of discharging the functions of 
his office (whichever is the earlier), cease to perform the func
tions of his office and those functions shall be performed by -

(a) the Prime Minister; or
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(b) during any period when there is no Prime
Minister or the Prime Minister is absent from
Guyana or is unable, by reason of physical or
mental infirmity, to discharge the functions of
his office, by such member of the Cabinet, be
ing an elected member of the National Assem
bly, .as the Cabinet shall elect :

Provided that any person performing the functions of the 
office of President under this paragraph shall not disso:ve 
Parliament or, save on the advice of the Cabinet, revoke any 
appointment made by the President. 

(4) A motion for the purposes of paragraph (1) may be
proposed at any meeting of the Cabinet by any member thereof. 

180.(1) If notice in writing is given to the Speaker of the RMIDVal or 
National Assembly, signed by not less than one-half of all the i��v�o��ton 
elected members of the Assemb:y, of a motion alleging that the f�nc�s���;s 
President has committed any violation of the Constitution or misconduct, 
any gross misconduct and specifying the particulars of the al-
legations and proposing that a tribunal be established under 
this artic1e to investigate those allegations, the Speaker sha.l -

(a) if Pa.rliament is then sitting or has been
summoned to meet within five days, cause the
motion to be considered by the Assembly with
in seven days of the notice; or

(b) if Parliament is not then sitting (and notwith
standing that it may be prorogued) summon
the Assembly to meet within twenty-one days
of the notice and cause the motion to be con
sidered at that meeting.

(2) Where a motion under this article is proposed for
consideration by the National Assembly, the Assemb.y shall not 
debate the motion but the person presiding in the Assemb y 
sha·1 forthwith cause a vote to be taken on the motion and, 
if the motion is supported by the votes of not less than two
thirds of all the elected members of the Assembly, sha:J declare 
the motion to be passed. 

(3) If the motion is declared to be passed under
paragraph (2) -

(a) the Chancellor shall appoint a tribunal which
ihall consist of a chairman and not less than
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two other members selected by the Chancel'or 
from among persons who hold or have held 
office as a Judge of a court having unlimited 
jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in 
some part of the Commonwealth or a court 
having jurisdiction on appeals from any such 
court; 

(b) the tribunal sha'l investigate the matter and
shall report to the National Assembly whether
it finds the particulars of the allegations speci
fied in the motion to have been substantiated;

(c) the President shall have the right to appear
and be represented before the tribunal during
its investigation of the aJegations against him.

(4) If the tribunal reports to the National Assembly
that the tribunal finds that the particu · ars of any allegation 
against the President specified in the motion have not been sub
stantiated no further proceedings shall be taken under this 
article in respect of that aEegation. 

(5) If the tribunal reports to the National Assembly
that the tribunal finds that the particu ars of any al'egation 
specified in the motion have been substantiated, the Assembly 
may, on a motion supported by the votes of not less than three
quarters of a 1 elected members of the Assembly, resolve that 
the President has been gui ty 0£ such violation of the Con
stitution or, as the case may be, such gross misconduct as is 

iwompatible with his continuance in office as President and, 
if the Assemb·y so resolves, the President shall cease to hold 
office upon the third day fo lowing the passage of the reso:ution 
unless he sooner disso�ves Parliament. 

181.(1) The President shall receive such salary and atow
ances as may be prescribed under the provisions of artic:e 222. 

(2) A person who has held the office of President
sha·1 receive such pension or, upon the expiration of his term 
of ofiice, such gratuity as may be prescribed by Par.iament. 

Anv such pension or gratuity shall be a charge on the Consoli
dated Fund. 

182.(1) Subject to the provisions of article 180, the holder 
of the of'.'ice of President shal 1 not be personally answerab:e 
to any court for the performance of the functions of his office 
or for any act done in the performance of those functions and 
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no proceedings, whether criminal or civil, sha:l be instituted 
against him in his personal capacity in respect thereof either 
during his term of office or thereafter. 

(2) Whilst any person ho'.ds or performs the functions
of the office of President no criminal proceedings shall be in
stituted or continued against him in respect of anything done 
or omitted to be done by him in his private capacity and no 
civil proceedings sha:l be instituted or continued in respect of 
which re:ief is claimed against him for anything done or omitted 
to be done in his private capacity. 

(3) Where provision is made by Law limiting the time T;runor 
within which proceedings of any description may be brought �J,n��tere, 
against any person, the period during which any person ho ds 
the office of President shall not be taken into account in cal
culating any period of time prescribed by that law for bringing 
any such proceedings as are mentioned in paragraph (2) against 
him. 

TITLE 5 

THE EXECUTIVE 

Subtitle 1 

Ministers, etc. 

183.(1) The office of a Minister who was not an elected 
member of the Assembly at the time of his appointment and has 
not subsequently b0come such a member shall become vacant if 
the holder of the office -

(a) ceases to be a citizen of Guyana; or

(b) if he becomes disqualified for election as a
member of the Assembly by virtue of article
155 or of any law enacted in pursuance thereof.

(2) The office of any other Minister shall become
vacant if the holder of the office -

(a) ceases to be a member of the Assembly for any
, Clause other than a dissolution of Parliament or
of a regional democratic council or of the
National Congress of Local· Democratic Organs
or the operation of the provisions of article
156(1) (h);
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(b) is not a member of the Assembly when the 
Assembly first meets after a dissolution of 
Parliam�nt or after the holding of an election 
pursuant to the pi,ovisions of paragraph (3) -or 
(4) of article 60; or

(c) is, by. virtue of article 156(2), required to cease
to perform his functions as a member of the
Assembly.

(3) The office of any Minister shall become vacant - -

(a) if he resigns it by writing) under his hand
addressed to the President;

(b) if the President so directs; or

(c) on the election of any person to the office of
P-0sident pursuant to the pr.ovisions of article
177.

184.(1) The President shall, if the person concerned is 
willing to be appointed, appoint as Minority Leader the elected 
member of the National Assembly who, in his judgment, is best 
able to command the support of a majority of those elected mem
bers who do not support the Gove,rnment: 

Provided ihat this paragraph shall have effect in relation 
to any period between a dissolution of Parliament and the day 
on which the next election of members of the Assembly is hP,ld 
under thP, provisions of article 61, or between a dissolution of a 
reizional d�mocratic .council or of the National Conizress of Local 
D0mocratic OrP-ans and the da,y on which the n°xt election by 
th!lt ('ouncil O" hy the Con'!,ress is held pursuant to the orovisions 
of par-ag1·aph (3) or (4) of artirle 60. as the case mav bP.. as if 
Parliament or that council or the Congress, as the case may be, 
had not been dissolved. 

if -
('2) The office of Minority Leader shall become vacant 

(a) the holder thereof ceases to be a member of
the Assembly for any cause other than a dis
solution of Parliament or of a regional demo
cratic council or of the National Congress of
Local Democratic Organs or the operation of

the provisions of article 156(1) (h);

(b) he is not a member of the Assembly when .the
Assembly first meets after a dissolution of
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Parliament or afte,r the holding of an election 
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (3) or 
(4) of article 60;

(c) by virtue of article 156(2) he is required to
cease to exercise his functions as a member of
the Assembly; or

(d) his appointment is revoked under the provi
sions of the next f ollowi� paragraph.

(3) If, in the judgment of the P.resident, the Minority
Lea'der is no longer the member of the Assembly best able to 
command the support of a majority of those elected membe_rs of 
the Assembly who do not support the Government, the President 
shall revoke the appointment of the Minority Leader. 

(4) Whenever the office of Minority Leader is vacant
1

by reason of the fact that the person qualified for appointment 
thereto is not willing to be appointed, any provision of this Con
stitution that requires arw person or authority to perform any 
function after consultation with the Minority Leader shall, in 
so far as it contains that requirement, be of no effect. 

185.(1) A person shall not be qualified to be appointed as 
Attorney General unless he is qualified to be appointed as 
a Pluisne Judge of the High Court and is a citizen of Guyana. 

(2) If the Attorney General is an elected member of
the National Assembly at the time of his appointment or subse
quently becomes su,ch a member, he shall be a Minister by virtue 
of holding the office of Attorney General and the provisions of 
paragraphs (2) and (3) of article 183 shall apply to -the office of 
Attorney General. 

(3) If the Attorney General is not an electe'd member
of the Assembly but is q;ualified to be elected as such a member, 
he may be appointed by the President to be a Minister. 

(4) If an Attorney General appointed to be a Minister
under the preceding paragraph resigns his office as Attorney 
General he shall also vacate his office as a Minister. 

(5) If the Attorney General is not a Minister he shall
vacate his office if he ceases to be a citizen of Guyana or if his 
appointment is revoked by the President. 

(6) If the office of Attorne,y General is vacant or the
..._ __ ..,,h..,l=der of the office is for an reason unable to erform the func-

AU.,rne.11 
General 
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tions thereof the President may appo,int a person, being a person 
qualified unde,r paragraph (1}, to act in the office, but the provi
sions of paragraphs (2) and (3) shall not apply to a person so 

-appointed.

(7) An appointment unde·r the preceding paragraph
shall cease to have effect when it is revokE!d by the President.

• 

Parliament- 186.(1) Parliamentary Se,cretaries may be appointed from 
any Secre, 

d b f h N · ] A 111a
1

11,es. among persons who are electe mem ers o t e at1ona ssem-
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bly or are qualified to be elected as such members. 

(2) Pa,ragraph (1) sb.all have effect in relation to any
period between a dissolution of Parliament and the d•ay on which 
the next election of membeirs of the Assembly is held as if Parlia
ment had not been dissolved. 

(3) A Parliamentary Secretary who was not elected a
me:i;nber of the Assembly at the time of his a�pointment shall 
(unless he becomes :mch a member) be a member of the Assembly 
by virtue of holding the office of Parliamentary Secretary but 
shall not vote in the Assembly. 

(4) The. provisions of paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of article
183 shall apply to the office of a Parliamentary Secretary as they 
apply to the office of a Minister. 

187.(1) The Director of Public Prosecutions (referred to in 
this article as ''the Director") shall have power in any case in 
which he considers it desirable so to do -'-

, 

(a) to institute and undertake criminal proceedings
against any person before any court, other than
a cou.rt-martial, in respect of any offence against
the law of Guyana·

/ 

(b) to take over and continue any such criminal
proceedings that may have been instituted by
any other person or authority; and

(c) l? di�continue at any stage before judgment
1s delivered any such criminal proceedings insti
tuted or undertaken by him or any other person
or authority.

(2) The powers of the DirectQr under the preceding
paragraph may be exercised by him in person or through other 
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persons acting under and in accordance with his general or 
special instructions. 

(3) The powers conferred upon the Director hy sub
pa,ragraphs (b) and (c) of paragraph (1) shall be vested in him to 
the exclusion of any other person or authority: 

Provided that, where any other person or authority has 
instituted criminal proceedings, nothing in this paragraph shall 
prevent the withdrawal of those proceedings by or at the instance 
of that person or authority and with the leave of the court. 

(4) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon him
by this article the Director shall not be subjerot to the direction 
or control of any .other person or authority. 

(5) For the purposes of this article, any appeal from any

determination in any criminal proceedings before any court, or 
any case stated or question of law reserved for the purposes of 
any such proceedings, to any other court in Guyana shall be 
deemed to be part of those proceedings. 

188.(1) The President may -

(a) grant to any person concerned in or convicted
of a� offence under the law of Guyana, a
pardon, either free or subject to lawful condi
tions;

(b) grant to any person a respite, either indefinite. 
o'r for a specified period, of the execution of 
any punishment imposed on· that person for 
such an offence; 

(c)_ substitute a less severe form of punishment 
for �my punishment imposed on any person for 
such an offence; or 

(d) remit t'fle whole or any part of any punishment
imposed on any person for such an offence or
of any penalty or forfeiture otheywise due to the
State on account of such an offence.

(2) Subject to the provisions of the next following para
graph, the powers of. the President under the preceding para
graph shall be exercised by him after consultation with Ruch 
Minister as may from time to time be designated by him. 

(3) In a?dition to the Minister designated generially
under the precedmg pa,ragraph, a second Minister may, in the 

Prer11gative 
of �Iercy. 
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manner prescribed in that paragraph, be specially designated in 
relation to persons convicted by courts-martial under the law of

Guyana; and at any time when there is a second Minister so 
designated, the powers of the President under paragraph (1)
shall, in relation to such persons, be exercised after consultation 
with that other Minister. 

189.(1) There shall be an Advisory Council on the Preroga
tive of Mercy, which shall consist of -

(a) the Minister for the time being designated
under paragraph (2) of the pre'ceding article,
who shall be Chairman;

(b) the Attorney General (if he is not the Chair
man); and

(c) not less than three or more than five other
members, who shall be appolnted by the Presi
dent, and of whom at least one shall be a person

who is a qualified medical practitioner.

(2) A person shall not be qualified to be appointed as a
member of the Advisory Council unde,r subparagraph (c) of the 
preceding paragraph if he is a member of the National Assem
bly; and not less than three of the members so appointed shall 
be persons who are not public officers. 

(3) A member of the Advisory Council appointed unde1
tho said subparag:raph (c) shall hold office for three years: 

Provided that his seat on the Council shall become va,cant -

(a) if he becomes a member of the Assembly or if,
not having been a public officer at the time ot ·
his appointment, he becomes such an officer;
or

(b) if he is removed from office by the President
for inability to discharge the functions of his
office (whether arising from infirmity of mind
or body or any other cause whatsoever) or for
misbehaviour.

190.(1) Where unde,r the law of Guyana any person has 
been sentenced to death by any court other than a court-martial 
for any offence against that law, the Minister designated under 
article 188(2) shall cause a written report of the case from the 
trial judge, together with such other information derived from 
the record of the case or elsewhere as the Minister may require, 
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to be taken into consideration at a meeting of the Advisory 
Council; and after obtaining the advice of the Council the1 Minis
ter shall express his own deliberate opinion to the President 
as to whether he should exercise any of his powers under that 
article in relation to that person. 

(2) The Minister designated under article 188(2) may
oonsult the Advisory Council before expressing any opinion to 
the President under that provision, but shall not be obliged to 
act in accordance with the advice of the Advisory Council. 

cedure. 
(3) The Advisory Council may regulate its own pro-

Subtitle 2 

The Ombudsman 

191.(1) The Ombudsman shall be appointed by the President Appoin1-

acting afier consultation with the Minority Leader. :;rn�b�tc., 

(2) The Ombud1,man hall not perform the functions of any
public office and shall not, without the approval of the President in 
each particular case, hold any other office of emolument, other than 
his office as Ombudsman, or engage in any occupation for rewarid out
side 1:he duties of hls office. 

(3) ubjeot to the provisions of the next following paragraph,
a person holding the office of Ombudsman shall vacate that office at 
the expiration of four years from the date of his appointment. 

(4) The provi ions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) hall apply to the office of Ombudsman. and for the pur
poses of paragraphs (4) and (6) of th'at article the prescribed authority 
hall be the Prime Minister. 

man. 

192.(1) Subject to the provisions of this article, the Ombudsman 
may invesltigate any action taken by any department of Government ���J:i 00 

or by any other authority to which this article applies, or by the Presi- :ves:rit11 
dent, Ministers, officers or members of such a department or authority, �uds
being action 'taken in exercise of the administrative functions of that mam.
department or authority. 

(2) The Ombudsman may inv�1.igate any uch action as
aforesaid in any of <the following circumstances, that is to say -

(a) if a complaint in respeot of the aclion is duly made
to <the Ombudsman by any person or body of per
sons, whether incor rated or not alleging that the
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complainant has su tained injustice in consequence 
of a fault in administration; 

(b) if the President, a Minister or a member of the
National Assembly or of the National Congress of
Local Democratic Organs requests the Ombudsman
to investigate the action on the ground that a person
or body of persons specified in the request has or
may have sustained such injustice;

(c) in any other circumstances in which the Ombuids
man considers rtha.t he ought to investigaite the aotion
on the ground that some perSQn or body of person
h·as or may have sustained such injustice.

(3) The Ombudsman shall not investigate under this Subtitle-

(a) any action in respect of whfch the complainant has
or had -

(i) a remedy by way of proceedings in a court; or

(ii) a right of appeal, reference or review to or be
fore an independent and impartial tribunal
dther than a court; or

(b) any such aotion, or action •taken with respect to any
such ma.titer, •as is excluded from· investigation under
article 193:

Provided that the Ombudsman -

(i) may condudt an investigation notwithstanding
that the complainant has or had a remedy by
way of proceedings in a court if saitisfied thait:
in the particular circUJTIS1tance it is not reason
able to expoot him to take or to have taken
such proceedings;

(ii) hall not in any case be precluded from con
ducting an investigation in respect of any
matter by reason only that it is open to the
complainant to apply to the High Court for
redress under article 153(1) (which relate to
redress for contraventions of provisions for the
protection of fundamental rights and fre.e:doms).

(4) In determining whether to initiate, continue or discontinue
an investigation under this Subtitle the Ombudsman shall, subject to 



the foregoing provisions of this article, act in accordance with his in
dividual judgmenlt and in particular, and without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing, he may refuse to initiate, or may discon
tinue, any investigation if it appears to him that -

(a) the complainlt relates to action of which the com
plainant ha had knowledge for more than twelve
moillths before tbe complaint was receivep by the
Ombudsman;

(b) the subject matter of the complaint is trivial;

(c) the complaint is frivolous or vexatious or is not
made in good faith; or

(d) the complainant has not a ufficient interest in the
subject matter of the complaint.

(5) The authorities other than departmen'ts of Government to
which this article applies are -

(a) any authority empowered to determine the person
with whom any contract or class of contracts sruill
be entered into by or on behalf of the Government
of Guyana: and

(b) such other authorities as may be prescribed by
Parliament.

(6) For the pu1poscs of rthi a11ticle the Judicial Service Com
mission, the Public Service Commission, the Teaching Service Com
mi ion and the Police Servic� Com.mi ion .hall not be regarded as 
departments of Govetnment. 

(7) For the purpose of paragraph (2) (a) a complaint may be
;mi.de by a person ·aggrieved himself or, if he is dead or for any reason 
unable to act for himself, by any person duly authorised to represent

him. 

(8) Any question whether a complaint or a request for an
investigation is duly made under thi Subtitle or any law enacted in 
put uance of arrticle 195 shall be determined by the Ombudsman. 

(9) Where a complaint or request for an investigaition · is duly
m.adc a aforesaid and the Ombudsman deciiCles not to investigate the
action to which 1the complaint or request relates or to discontinue an
investigation of ithat actfon, he shall infonn the person or body of per
sons who made lihe complaint or request of his decision.'----
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(10) In ithis article and in article 193 "action" includes failure
to act and "action taken'' hall be construed accordingly. 

193. The Ombudsman shall not investigate any uch action,
or action taken with respect to any such matter, as is described here
under: 

(i) matters certified by the President or a Mini�ler to
affect relaitions or dealings between the ·Govern-
ment of Guyana and 'any other Government or any
international organisation;

(ii) action taken for the purposes of protecting the
socurity of the State or of investigating crime, in-
eluding aotion 'taken with respect to passports for
either of those purposes;

(iii) the commencement or condU<;t of civil or criminal
proceedings in any court;

(iv) action taken in respect of appointments to office:,
or other employment in the service of the Govern-
ment of Guyana or appointments made by or with
the approval of the President or any Minister, anp
action taken in relation to any person as the
holder or former holder of any such office, em-
ployment or appointment;

(v) action taken with respect to orders or directions
to any disciplined force or member thereof as de-
fined in article 154;

(vi) the exercise of the powers conferred by a11t.icle 188;

(vii) the grant of honours, awards or privileges within
the gift of the President;

(viii) action taken in matters relating to contra.dtual or
other commercial dealings with members of the
public other than action by an authority mentioned
in subparagraph (a) of article 192 {5);

(ix) action taken in any country outsipe Guyana by
or on behalf of any officer representing the Gov-
ernrnent of Guyana or any officer of that Govern-
ment�

(x) any action which by virtue of any provision of
this Constitution may not be inquired into by any
court.
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194.(1) After conducting an investigation under. thiii Subtitle the ����d��c

Ombudsman shall inform the department or authority concerned of tions on 

the result of that investigation and, if he is of •the opinion that any ��n������t 
· ed · · · · f gatlon and person or body of persons has sustam m1ust1ce m consequence o . a reports 10 

fault in administration, he shall inform that department or authority the Assem

of the reasons for that opinion and may make such recommendations bly. 
for action by thait department or authority as he thinks fit. 

(2) After conducting an investigation under this Subtitle in
pursuance of a complaint or a request for an investigation made by 
the President, a Minister or a member of the National Assembly or of 
the National Congress of Local pemocratic Organs, the Ombudsman 
shall -

(a) , if he is of ithe opinion thart the complainant or, in the
case of an investigation. conduoted in pursuance of
such a request, the person or body of persons speci
fied in the request has sustained injustice in conse
quence of a fault in administraition, iI1form the per
son or body of persons who made the complaint or 
request that he is of that opinion and the nature of 
the injustice that he considers has been sustained; 

(b) if he is of the opinion that the complainant or, in the
case of an investigation conducted in pursuance of
such a request, the person or body of persons speci
fied in >the request bas not sustained injustice, in
form the person or body of persons who made the
complaint or request that he is of that opinion and
the reason therefor.

(3) Where the Ombudsman has made a recommendation
under paragraph {l ) and within a reasonable time thereafter 00, action 
has �n �aken which appears to the Ombudsman adequately to remedy 
the IDJUstlce, he may lay before the Assembly a special reporit on the 
case. 

(4)_ The Ombudsman shall annually lay before the Assembly 
a general report on the performance of his functions under ,this Subtitle. 

195: Parliament may make provision for such supplementary and_ anctllary mat,ters as may appear necessary or expedient in conse- rs:i::m0�t
9ue_nce of any of the, provisions of t�s Subtitle including (wiJthout pre- co maooe 
Judice to the generality of the foregomg power) provision - :�rt;�i:"· 

(a) for the procedure to be observed by the Ombudsman
in performing his functions;

'1>) for the manner in which complaints and requests for 
investigation shall be made to the Ombudsman and 

nmoo. 
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for the paymenit of fees in respect of any complaint 
or investigation; and 

(c) for the powers, duties and privileges of rthe Ombuds
man or of other persons or authoritie� with respect
rto the obtaining or disclosure of information for the
purposes of any investigation or report by the
Ombudsman.

196. In this Subtitle -

"complainant" means the person or body of persons by or on whose 
behalf a complaint under this Subtitle is made; and 

"fault in administration" includes, without prejudice to its generality, 
any contravention of article 149 (which relates to dis
crimination on grounds of race, place of origin, political 
opinions, colour or creed). 

TITLE 6 

THE JUDICATURE 

197.(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of articles 124 and 
125, the office of a Justice of Appeal or a Puisne Judge shall 
not be abolished while there is a substantive holder thereof. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this article, a person
holding the office of Judge shall vacate that office on attaining -

(a) in the case of a Puisne Judge, the age of sixty
two years; and

(b) in the case of any other Judge, the age of
sixty-five years:

Provided that -

(i) the President, acting after consultation
with the Minority Leader, may permit
the Chancellor or the Chief Justice on
attaining the age of sixty-five years to
continue in office until he has attained
such later age as may (before the
Chancellor or the Chief Justice has
attained the age of sixty-five years) have
been agreed with tbe Chancellor or the
Chief Justice, as the case may be;



(ii} the President, acting in accordance with 
the advice of the Judicial Service Com
mission, may permit a Justice of Appea] 
who has attained the age of sixty-five 
years, to continue in office until he has 
attained such later age as may (before 
the Justice of Appeal has attained the 
aize of sixty-five years) have been agreed 
with the Justice of Appeal; 

(ill) the President, acting in accordance with

the advice of the Judicial Service Com
mission, may permit a Puisne Judge who 
has attained the age of sixty-two years, 
to continue in office until he has attained 
such later age not exceeding sixty-five 
years, as may (Lefore the Judge has 
attained the age of sixty-two years) have 
been agreed with the Judge; or 

(iv) the President, acting in accordance with
the advice of the Judicial Service Com
mission, may permit any Judge to
continue in office for such period after
attaining the age at which he is required
by the other provisions of this paragraph
to vacate his office as may be necessary
to enable him to deliver judgment or
to do any other thing in relation to any
proceedings heard by him before he
attained that age.

(3) A Judge may be removed from office only for
inability to perform the functions of his office (whether arising 
from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause) or for mis
behaviour, and shall not be so removed except in accordance 
with the provisions of this article. 

(4) A Judge shall be removed from office by the
President if the question of removal of that Judge has, in 
pursuance of the next following paragraph, been ref erred by the 
President to a tribunal, and the tribunal has advised the President 
that the Judge ought to be removed from office for inability as 
aforesaid or for misbehaviour. 

(5) If the Prime Minister, in the case of the .Chief
Justice or the Chancellor, or the Judicial Service Commission, 
in the case of any other Judge, represents to the President that 
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the question of removing such Judge from office under this article
ought to be investigated, then - · 

. 

(a) the President shall appoint a tribunal, which
shall consist of a Chairman and not less than
two other members, selected by the President,
acting in his discretion in the case of the
Chancellor or the Chief Justice or in accorrlance
with the advice of the Prime Minister after
consultation with the Judicial Service Com-
mission in the case of any othet Judge, from
among persons who hold or have held office
as a judge of a court having unlimited jurisdic-
tion in civil and criminal matters in some part
of the Commonwealth or a court having juris-
diction in appeals from any such court or who
are qualified to be appointed as any such judge;
and

(b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and
advise the President whether or not the Judge
ought to be removed from office.

cap 1s,03 (6) The provisions of the Commissions of Inquiry Act
as in force immediately before the commencement of this 
Constitution shall, subject to the provisions of this article, apply 
as nearly as may be in relation to tribunals appointed under the 
preceding paragraph or, as the context may require, to the 
.members thereof as they apply in relation to Commissions or 
Commissioners appointed under that Act, and in such application 
shall have effect as if they formed part of the Constitution. 

(7} If the question of removing a Judge from office has 
beeri referred to a tribunal under paragraph (5), the President 
may suspend such Judge from performing the functions of his 
office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by 
the President, and shall in any case cease to have cff ect H the 
tribunal advises the President that the Judge ought not to be 
removed from office. In effecting any such suspension or any 
revocation of any such suspension, the President shall act in 
accordance with his own deliberate judgment in the case of the 
Chancellor or the Chief Justice and in accordance with the advice 
of the Chancellor in the case of any other Judge. 

(8) The provisions of this article shall be without pre
judice to the provisions of article 128(3). 



I 

109 

(9) (a) For the purposes of paragraph (6) of this Mticle
and of article 225(5), the following provisions 

198.(1) 
be-

of the Commissions of Inquiry Act shall not cap. t9:oa 

apply, that is to say -

(i) section 2 - the whole section;

(ii) section 3 - so much of the section as
follows the words "in his place";

(iii) section 5 - the whole section;

(iv) section 7 - the words "after taking
such oath or affirmation";

· (v) section 16 - the whole section.

(b) For the words "Such sums so directed to be
paid shall be paid out of moneys provided by
Parliament" in section 15 of the Act there shall
be substituted the words "Such sums so
directed to be paid shall be charged on and
paid out of the Consolidated F'und".

(c) All powers and duties conferred or imposed
on the President under the Act shall be

exercised or performed by him acting in each
case in the manner prescribed by this
Constitution.

TITLE 7 

THE SERVICE COMMISSIO S 

The Judicial Service Commission 

The members of the Judicial Service Commission shall 

(a) the Chancellor, who shall be Chairman;

(b) the Chief Justice;

(c) the Chairman of the Public Service Commission; and

(d) such other members (hereinafter referred to as
"appointed members") as may be appointed in ac

coridance with th� provisions of 1he next following
paragraph.

C<l'Illposition 
of Commis
sion. 
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(2) The appointed members shall be appointed by the
President, acting after consultation with the Minority Leader, as follows, 
that is to say -

(a) one from among persons who hold or have held office
as a judge of a court having unlimited jurisdiction
in civil and criminal matters in some part of the
Commonwealth or a court having jurisdiction in
appeals from any such court; and

(b) not less than one and not more than two from among
persons who are not attorneys-at-law in active
practice, after the President has also consulted such
bodies as appear to him to represent attorneys-at-law
in Guyana:

Provided that a person shall be disqualified for appointment as a 
member of the Commission if he is a public officer. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph,

shall become vacant -
the office of an appointed member of the Judicial Service Commission 

(a) at the expiration of three years from the date of his
appointment or at such earlier time as may be
specified in the instrument by which he was
appointed; or

(b) if he is appointed to the office of Chancellor, Chief
Justice or Chairman of the Public Service Commis
sion or of the Teaching Service Commission or if he
becomes a public off_icer.

(4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of an appointed member of the 
Judicial Service Commission, and for the purposes of paragraphs (4) 
and (6) of that article the prescribed authority shall be the Prime 
Minister and the Chancellor respectively. 

(5) If the office of an appointed member is vacant or an
appointed member is for any reason unable to perform the functions 
of his office, a person may be appointed to act in that office and the 
provisions of paragraph (2) shall apply to such an appointment as they 
apply to the appointment of a person to hold the office of the member 
concerne;d; and any person'appointed to act in the office of an appointed 
member shall, subject to the provisions of paragraphs (3) (b) and (4), 
continue to act until a person bas been appointed to the office in which 
he is acting and bas assumed the functions thereof or, as the case may 
be, until the holder thereof resumes those functions. 
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(6) A person shall not, while he holds or is acting in the office
of a member appointed under paragraph (2) (b), or within a period of 
three years oommencing with the date on which he last held or acted 
in that office, be eligible for appointment to or to act in any office power 
to make appointments to which is vested by this Constitution in the 
President acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service 
Commission or in that Commission. 

(7) If; by virtue of provision made by Parliament under article
199(3) or article 203(6), power to make appointments to or to act in any 
office or to remove or exercise disciplinary control over persons hold
ing or acting in any office is vested in the President acting in accordance 
with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission or is vested in the 
Judicial Service Commission, Parliament may provide for the inclusion 
in the Commission, for the purpose of the exercise of any function or 
power vested in the Commission by virtue of that provision and of any 
proceedings of the Commission relating thereto, of members additional 
to those mentioned in paragraph (1) and for the appointment (including 
disqualifications for appointment) and tenure of office of such additional 
members; and provision for the inclusion of different additional mem
bers may be made in relation to functions or powers vested in the Com
mission as aforesaid in relation to different offices. 

199.(1) The power to make appointments to the offices to which Appomt
this article applies and to remove and to exercise disciplinary control j���·

i
afc .. or 

over persons holding or acting in such offices shall vest in the Judicial �d 1ega1 
Service Commission. cfficers. 

(2) The Judicial Service Commission may, by directions in
writing and subject to such conditions as it thinks fit, delegate any of 
its powers under the preceding paragraph to any one or more of its 
members or to any person holding or acting in an office in respect of 
which power to make appointments is vested in the President acting in 
accordance with the advice of the Commission or to which this article 
applies. 

(3) This article applies to the office of Commissioner of Title,
Magistrate and to such other offices (not being offices in respect of 
which provision for the making of appointments is made by any provi
sion of this Constitution other than article 201) connected with the courts 
of Guyana or for appointment to which legal qualifications are required 
as may be prescribed by Parliament . 

The Public Service Commission 

200.(1) The Public Service Commission shall consist of not less composi.Uon 
than five and not more than six members who shall be appointed as 0! commis

sum. 
follows. that is cto say -
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(a) three members appointed by the President acting
after consultation with the Minority Leader;

(b) two members appointed by the President acting after
he has consulted such bodies as appear to him to
represent public officers or classes of public officers;
and

(c) if the President deems fit, one other member
appointed by the President acting in accordance with
J;i.is own deliberate judgment:

Provided that a person shall be disqualified for appointment as 
a member of the Commission if he is a public officer. 

(2) A Chairman and a Deputy Chairman of the Public Ser- -
vice Commission shall be appointed from among the members appointed 
under subparagraphs (a) and (b) of the preceding paragraph. The 
appointments shall be made by the President acting after consultation 
with the Minority Leader and, in the case of the Deputy Chairman, 
acting also after consultation with such bodies as appear to him to 
represent public officers or classes of public officers. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph,
the office of a member of the Public Service Commission shall become 
vacant at the expiration of three years from the date of his appointment 
or at such earlier time as may be specified in the instrument by which 
he was appointed. 

(4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of a member of the Public Service 
Commission, and for the purposes of paragraphs (4)- and (6) of that 
article the prescribed authority shall be the Prime Minister except that, 
in relation to a member other than the Chairman or a member for the 
time being acting in the office of Chairman under the next following 
paragraph, the prescribed authority for the purposes of the sald para
graph (6) shall be the Chairman. 

(5) If the office of Chairman of the Public Service Commis
sion is vacant or the holder thereof is for any reason unable t9 perform 
the functions of bis office, then the holder of the office of Deputy Chair
man, or if that office is vacant or the holder thereof is for any reason 
unable to perform the functions of the office of Chairman, such one of 
the other members as the President, acting after consultation with it.he 
Minority Leader, may appoint shall act in the office of Chairman; and 
the Deputy Chairman or such other member shall continue so to act 
until a person has been appointed to the office of Chairman and has 
�sumed ,the functions of thait office or, as the case may be, until the 
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Chairman, or if a member other than the Deputy Chairman IS aoting 
therein, the Deputy Chairman has assumed or resumed those functions. 

(6) If the office of a member of the Public Service Commis
sion other than the Chairman is vacant or if the holder thereof is acting 
as Chairman under the preceding paragraph or is for any other reason 
unable to perform the functions of his office, a person may be appointed 
to act in that office and the provisions of paragraph ((1) shall apply to 
such an appointment as they apply to the appointment of a person to 
hold the office of the member concerned; and any person appointed 
under this paragraph shall, subject to the provisions of paragraph (4), 
continue to act until a person has been appointed to the office in which 
he is acting and has assumed the functions thereof or, as the case may 
be, until the holder thereof resumes those functions. 

(7) A person shall not, while he holds or is acting m the office
of a member of the Public Service Commission or within a period of 
three years commencing with the date on which he last held or acted. 
in that office, be eligible for appointment to or to act in any office 
power to make appointments to which is vested by this Constitution in 
the President acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service 
Commission or in that Commission. 

201.(1) Subject to the provisions of tlus Constitution, the power 
to make appointments to public offices and to remove and to exercise 
disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such offices shall 
vest in the Public Service Commission. 

(2) The Public Service Commission may, by directions in
writing subject to such conditions as it thinks fit, delegate any of its 
powers under the preceding paragraph to any one or more members of 
the Commission or, with the consent of the Prime Minister, to any pub
lic officer, or, in relation to any office on the staff of the Clerk of the 
National Assembly, to the Oerk. 

(3) No person shall be appointed under this article to or to
act in any office on the personal staff of the President except with the 
concurrence of the President. 

(4) Before the Public Service Commission or any member or
officer exercising powers under this article appoints to or to act in any 
public office any person who holds or is acting in any office power to 
make appointments to which is vested under this Constitution in the 
Judicial or the Teaching or the Police Service Commission, the Public 
Service Commission or that member or officer shall consult with the 
Commission in which that power is vested. 

(5) Before the Public Service Commission or any member
thereof exercises any of the powers mentioned in paragraph (1) in rela-

Appo.Jnt.
men·t, etc 
of publiic 
offklera 
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t10n to any office on the staff of the Clerk of the National Assembly 
(other than the Deputy Clerk) or any person holding or acting in such 
an office, the Commission or that member shall consult the Clerk 

(6) A public officer shall not be removed from office or sub
jected to any other punishment under this article on the grounds of any 
act committed by him in the exercise of a judicial function conferred 
on him unless the Judicial Service Commission concurs therein. 

(7) The provisions of this article shall not apply in relation to
any of the following offices, that is to say -

(a) the office of Director of Public Pr.osecutions.

(b) the office of Auditor General;
• 

(c) any office to which article 205 applies,

(d) so far as they relate to power to make appointments
on transfer, any office to which a11icle 206 applies;

(e) any office to which article 199 (relating to offices
within the jurisdiction of the Judicial Service Com-
mission) applies;

(f) any office to which article 209 (relating to offices
within the jurisdiction of the Teaching Service Com
mission) applies; or

(g) the office of Commissioner of Police or any other 
office in the Police Force. 

202.(1) Where any power of the Public Service Commission is 
exercised under article 201 (2) any person in respect of whom the 
power was exercised (including a person who has failed to obtain an 
appointment) may appeal to the Commission from the decision of the 
person exercising the power. 

(2) The decision of the Public Service Commission on any
appeal made under paragraph (1) shall be final. 

(3) The Public Service Commission may make rules regulat
ing the procedure for making, hearing aI¥f disposing of appeals brought 

· under paragraph (1), and article 226(2) shall apply for this purpose.

203.(1) The Director of Public Prosecutions (in t)lis article 
referred to as "the Director") shall be appointed by the President, 
acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service Commission 
tendered after the Commission has consulted the Prime Minister 
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(2) If the office of the Director is vacant or if ·the holder
thereof, is for any reason unable to perform the functions thereof, the 
President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service 
Commission, tendered as aforesaid, may appoint a person to act in the 
office of the Director, and any person so appointed shall, subject to the 
provi ions of paragraphs (4) and (5), continue to act until a person bas 
been appointed to the office of the Director and has assumed the func
tions of that office or, as the case may be, until the holder thereof has 
resumed those functions. 

(3) A person shall not be qualified 11.o be appointed to hold or
to act in the office of the Director unless he is qualified to be appointed 
as a Puisne Judge of the High Court. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph,
the Director shall vacate his office when he attains the age of sixty 
years: 

Provided that the President, acting after consultation with the 
Minority Leader, may permit a Director who has attained the age of 
sixty years to continue in office until be has attained such later age, not 
exceeding sixty-five years, as may (before the Director bas attained tlte 
age of ixty years) have been agreed with the Director. 

(5) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of the Director, and the prescribed 
authot'ity for the purposes of paragraph (4) of that article shall be the 
Prime Minister or the Chairman of the Public Service Commission and 
for the purposes of paragraph (6) of that article shall be the Public 
Service Commission. 

(6) Parliament may provide that appointments to, or to act
in, the office of the Director shall be made by the President acting in 
accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission instead 
of the Public Service Commission and, if Parliament provides as afore
said, the references to the Public Service Commission in paragr�phs 
(1), (2) and (5) of this article shall have effect as if they were references 
to the Judicial Service Commission. 

204.(1) The Auditor General shall be appointed by the President, .A,pp<Xlni.-
. 

C 
. . m&nt, etc., of 

acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service omm1 s1on. Auditor 
Gffie.z,al. 

(2) If the office of Auditor General is vacant or the holder of
the office is for any reason unable to perform the functions thereof, the 
President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service 
Commission, may appoint a person to act in the office, and any person 
so aopointed shall, subject to the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4), 
continue to act until a person has been appointed to the office of rhe 
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Auditor General and has assumed the functions of ihat office or, as the 
case may be, until the holder thereof has resumed tho,;e functions. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph,
the Auditor General shall vacate his office when he attains such age as 

may be prescribed by Parliament. 

(4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal from
office) shall apply to the office of Auditor General, and the prescribed 
authority for the purposes of paragraph (4) of that article shall be the 
Prime Minister or the Chairman of the Public Service Commission and 
for the purposes of paragraph (6) of that article shall be the Public Ser
vice Commission. 

205.(1) The power to make appointments to the offices to which 
this article applies and to remove office persons holding or acting in 
such offices shall vest in the President. 

(2) Before making an appointment in favour of any person
who holds any public office other than an office to which this article 
applies, the President shall consult the appropriate Commission. 

(3) The offices to which this article applies are the offices of
Solicitor General, Permanent Secretary, Secretary to the Cabinet, 
Ambassador, High Commissioner or .other principal representative of 
Guyana in any other country or accredited to any international 
organisation. 

(4) In paragraph (2) of this article "the appropriate Commis
sion" means, in the case of a person who holds an office power to make 
appointments to which is vested in the President acting in accordance 
with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission or is vested in that 
Commission, the Judicial Service Commission, in the case of a person 
who is a teacher in the public service, the Teaching Service Commission, 
in the case of a person who holds an office power to make appointments 
to which is vested in the President, acting in accordance with the advice 
of the Police Service Commission or is vested in that Commission, the 
Police Service Commission, and in any other case the Public Ser
vice Commission. 

206.(1) The power to make appointments on transfer to the offices 
to which this article applies shall vest in the President. 

(2) The offices to which this article applies are -

(a) offices (other than those to which the precedihg
article applies) the holders of which are required to
reside outside Guxana for. the·proper dischaq�e. of
their functions; and· '
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(b) such offices in the department responsible for the
external affairs of Guyana as may from time to time
be designated by the President.

The Teaching Service c.ommission 

207.(1) The Teaching Service Commission shall consist of a !;;mpost1on

Chairman and not more than six other members. C-OmmJ,s-

(2) Six of the members of the Commission (hereinafter re
ferred ,to as "appointed members") shall be appointed as follows -

(a) one person appointeid as Chairman of the Commis
sion by the President acting in consultation with
such bodies as appear to him to represent teachers;

(b) one person appointed by the President on the nomi
nation of the Guyana Teachers' Association;

(c) one person nominated for appointment by the Minis
ter assigned responsibility for local government after
thart: Minister has consutted with such body as ap
pears to him to represent the interests of local
democratic organs; and

(d) three persons appointed by the Presiden!t.

(3) The Olther member of the Commission shall be the Chief
.Education Officer. 

(4) A Deputy Chairman of the Commission .shall be appointed
by the President from among the appoinited members. 

(5) A person shall be disqualified for appointment as an
.appointed member of the Commission if -

(a) he is a public officer; or

(b) he is a teacher in the public service.

(6) A person shall not while he is holding or is acting in the
office of a member of the Commission or within three yea.rs commenc
ing with the date on which he last held or acted in that office be 
·eligible for appoin.tment as a teacher in the public service.

(7) The Chairman, · the · Depll!ty Chairman and one other
,member designa1Led as such in the instrwnent appointing him shall be 

sion. 

------1.llll-ti.me members o Commission. 
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(8) The President may grant leave of absence t.o any ap
pointed member of the Commission. 

(9) An appointed member of the Commission may at any
time resign his office as such member by writing under his hand 
a,:idre.ssed to the President. 

(10) An appointed member of the Commission shall be eligible
for re-appointment. 

208.(1) Subject Ito the provisions of this article, the office of an 
appointed member of the Commission shall become vacant at the ex
piration of three years from the date of his appointment or at such 
earlier ,time as may be specified in the instrument by which he was 
appointed. 

(2) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of an appointed member of the 
Teaching Service Commission, and for the purposes of paragraphs (4) 
and (6) of that article the prescribed authority shall be the Prim.! 
Minister, except that, in relation to a member other than the Chair
man of 11:he Comntission or a member for the time being acting in the 
office of Chairman, the prescribed authority for the purposes of rthe 
.said paragraph (6) shall be the Chairman of the Commission. 

(3) The provisions of paragraph (2) shall be without pre-
judice to the power of the President to revoke 'the appointment of a 
member of the Commission appointed under paragraph· (2) (b) of 
article 207 on a request being ma.de for such revocation to the Presi-
dent by 1the Guyana Teachers' Association. 

209. Subject t.o the provisions of this Constitution, the power
to appoint persons as teachers in the public service and to remove and 
to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such 
offices shall vest i� 1:he Teaching Service Commission. 

The Police Service Commission 

210.(1) The Police Service Commission shall consist of -

(a) a Chairman appointed by the President adting after
consultation with the Minority Leader from among
members appointed under subparagraph (d);

(b) the Chairman of the Public Service Commission;

(c) one person appointed by .the President after con
sultation with such body as appears to him to repre
sent the majority of members of the Police Force;
and
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Gd) not more than three members exclusive of the 
Chairman of the Public Service Comm.ission (in 
this article referred lo as "appointed members") 
who shall be appointed by the President acting 
after consuLtaition with the Minority Leader: 

Provided that a person shall be disqualified for appointment as a 
member of the Commission if he is a public officer. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph,
the office of an appointed member of the Police Service Commission 
shall become vacant at the expiration of three y�ars from the date of 
his appointment or at such earlier time as may be specified in the in
Sl ru ment by which he was appointed. 

(3) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of an appointed member of 1the 
Police Service Commission. In the case of an appointed member other 
.than the Chairman, the prescribed authority for the purposes of para
graph (4) of that article shall be the Prime Minister or the Chairman 
and for the purposes of paragraph (6) of that article shall be lthe Chair
man. In the case of the Chairman the prescribed authority for the 
purposes of paragraphs (4) and (6) of article 225 shall be the Prime 
Minister. 

(4) If the office of an appointed member of the Police Service
Commission is vacant or if the holder thereof is for any reason unable 
to perform the functions of his office, the President, acting after consul
tation with the Minority Leader, may appoint a person who is qualified 
to be appointed as a member of the Commission to act in that office: 
and any person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions of para
graph (3), continue to act until a person has been appointed to the 
office in which he is acting and has assumed the functions thereof or, 
as the case may be, until the holder thereof resumes those functions. 

(5) A person shall not, while he holds or is acting in the
office of an appointed member of the Police Service Commission or 
within a period of three years commencing with the date on which he 
last held or acted in that office, be eligible for appointment to or to act 
in any public office. 

211.(1) The Commi sioner of Police and every Deputy Commis
ioner of Police shall be appointed by the Prnsident acting after con

sultation with the Police Service Com.mission. 

(2) Tf the office of Commissioner of Police is vacant or if the
holder thereof is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his 

,office, a person ma� be appointed to act in that office and the nrovi-
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sion.<, of the preceping paragraph shall apply to such an appointment as 
they apply 'to the appointment of a person to hold that office; and any 
person appointed to act in the office of Commissioner of Police shall. 
subjeot to the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4), continue to act until 
a person has been appointed to that office and has assumed the func
tions thereof or, as the case may be, until the holder thereof resumes 
those functions. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following para
graph, the Commissioner of Police shall vacate his office when he 
attains such age as may be prescribed by Parliament. 

(4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of Commissioner of Police, and 
the prescribed authority for the purposes of para.graph (4) of !that 
article shall ·be the Prime Minister or the Chairman of the Police Ser
vice Commission and for the purposes of paragraph (6) of itha.t article 
shall be the Police Service Commission. 

(5) The provisions of article 229 shall apply to resignation
from the office of Commissioner of Police as they apply to resignation 
from an office established by this Constitution. 

212.(1) Subject to the provisions of article 2n (1), the power to 
make appointments to any offices in it.he Police Force of or above the 
rank of Inspector, the power to exercise disciplinary control over per
sons holding or acting in such offices and the power to remove such 
persons from office shall vest in the Police Service Commission. 

(2) The Police Service Commission may, by directions in
writing and subject to such conditions as it thinks fit, delegate any of 
its powers under the preceding paragraph to any one or more members 
of the Commission or to the Commissioner of Police or, in the case of 
the power to exercise disciplinary control, to any other member of rthe 
Police Force. 

(3) The power to make appointments to any offices in
the Police Force below the rank of Inspector, the power to 
exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in 
such offices and the power to remove such persons from office 
shall vest in the Commissioner of Police. 

(4) The Commissioner of Police may, by directions
given in such Jllanner as he thinks fit and subject to such 
conditions as he thinks fit, delegate any of his powers under 
the preceding paragraph to any other member of the Police 
Force. 

(5) Parliament may provide that, where the power to
exercise disciplinary control over any member of the Police 
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Force (including the power to remove him from office) has 
been exercised under this article by any person (hereinafter re
f erred to as "the disciplinary authority") other than the Police 
Service Commission, the member of the Police Force in respect 
of whom it was exercised may appeal from th� decision of the 
disciplinary authority to the Police Service Commission : 

Provided that Parliament or, in the case of a decision of 
the disciplinary authority that is made in the exercise of a 
power delegated to that authority under the preceding para
graph, the Commissioner of Police may require appeals to be 
made to the Commissioner of Police or a member of the Police 
Force of higher rank than the disciplinary authority before they 
are made to the Police Service Commission. 

(6) Parliament may make provision with respect to
offences against Police Force discipline and the punishment 
that may be imposed for any such offence, and any power to 
exercise disciplinary control (including any power to remove 
a person from office) or to determine an appeal from a decision 
to exercise such a power that is exercisable by any person or 
authority under the provisions of this article shall be exercised 
in accordance with any such provision. 

(7) Before the Police Service Commission or any
member of the Commission or of the Police Force exercising 
powers under this article appoints to or to act in an office in 
the Police Force any person who holds or is acting in any office 
power to make appointments to which is vested under this Con
stitution in the Judicial, the Public or the Teaching Service Com
mission the Police Service Commission or that member shall 
consult the Commission in which that power is vested. 

(8) If provision is made by or under any law -

(a) altering the ranks into which the Police Force
established by the Police Act, is divided; or cap. rn·o 

(b) establishing a police force other than that
Police Force, or altering the ranks into which
any such other police force is divided,

the Police Service Commission may by order specify some rank 
(other than the rank of Inspector) in the Police Force or, as 
the case may be, in that other police force as being equivalent 
to the rank of Inspector as it exists in the Police Force under 
the law in force immediately before the commencement of this 
Constitution and the references in paragraphs (1) and (3) to the 

, ___ _ r=an=k of Ins ector shall then be construed as if they were, in 
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relation to the Police Force, or, as the case may be, in relation 
to that other police force, references to the rank for the time 
being so specified. 

(9) (a) In this article references to the office of
Deputy Commissioner of Police are references 
to the office, however styled, that ranks next 
in seniority in the Police Force after the office 
of Commissioner of Police. 

(b) The Deputy Commissioners of Police shall rank
between themselves according to the date of
their respective. appointments.

Pensions 

213.(1) Subject to the provisions of the next following 
article, the law applicable to any benefits to · which this article 
applies shall, in relation to any person who has been granted, 
or who is eligible for the grant of, such benefits, be that in

force on the relevant date or any later law that is not less 
favourable. to that person. 

(2) In the preceding paragraph "the relevant date"
means -

(a) in relation to any benefits granted before the
commencement of this Constitution the date on
which those benefits were granted;

(b) in relation to any benefits granted or to be
granted after the commencement of this Con
stitution to or in respect of any person who
was a public officer before such commence
ment, the . day immediately preceding such
comm�ncement; and

(c) in relation to any benefits granted or to be
granted to or in respect of any person who
becomes a public officer after the commence
ment of this Constitution, the date on which
he becomes ·a public officer.

(3) Where a person is entitled to exercise on option
as to which of two or more Jaws shall apply in his case, the 
law specified by him in exerc1smg the option shall, for the 
purposes of this article, be deemed to be more favourable to 
him than the other law or laws. 
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(4) Any benefit to which this article applies (not being
a benefit that is a charge upon some other public funds of 
Guyana) shall be a charge upon the Consolidated Fund.

(5) In this article references to the law applicable to
any benefits to which this article applies include (without pre
judice to their generality) references to any law relating to 
the time at which and the manner in which any person may 
retire in order to become eligible for those benefits. . . 

214.(1) Where under any law any person or authority has Power of 
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(a) to decide whether or not any benefits to which etc 

this article applies shall be granted; or

(b) to withhold, reduce in amount or suspend any
such benefits that have been granted,

those benefits shall be granted and may not be withheld, 
reduced in amount or suspended unless the appropriate Com
mission concurs in the refusal to grant the benefits or, as the 
case may be, in the decision to withhold them, reduce them in 
amount or suspend them. 

(2) Where the amount of any benefits to which this
article applies that may be granted to any person is not fixed 
by law, the amount of the benefits to be granted to him shall 
be the greatest amount for which he is eligible unless the ap-

. propriate Commission concurs in his being granted benefits of 
a smaller amount. 

(3) The appropriate Commission shall not concur under,
paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) in action taken on the ground 
that any person who holds or has held the office of a Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature, Director of Public Pro
secutions, Auditor General or Commissioner of Police has been 
guilty of misbehaviour unless he has been removed from office 
by reason of such misbehaviour. 

(4) In this article "the appropriate Commission" .
means -

(a) in the case of benefits for which any person
may be eligible or that have been granted in
respect of the service in the public service of a
person who, immediately before he ceased to
be a public officer -
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(i) was a Judge of the Supreme Court of
Judicature, or was the Director of Public
Prosecutions and provision was then in
force under article 203(6), or was subject
to the disciplinary control of the Judicial
Service Commission, the Judicial ServiGe
Commission;

lii) was a teacher in the public service, the
Teaching Service Commission;

(iii) was the Commissioner of Police or other
member of the Police Force, the Police
Service Commission; and

(b) in any other case, the Public Service Com
mission.

1U1Jterpreoa- 215. (1) The preceding two articles apply to any benefits
Ilion. that are or may become payable under any law providing for 

the grant of pensions, compensation, gratuities or other like 
allowances to persons in respect of their service as public officers 
or to the widows, children, dependants or personal representa-

. tives of such persons in respect of such service. 
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(2) The said two articles and paragraph (1) of this
article shall have effect as if service as a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature or as the Clerk or Deputy Clerk of the 
National Assembly were service in the public service. 

TITLE 8 

FINANCE 

216. All revenues or other moneys raised or received biY
Guyana (not being revenues or other moneys that a,re payable, 
by or under an Act of Parliament, into some other fund estab
lished for any specific purpose or that may, by or under such 
an Act, be retained by the authority that received them for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses of that authority) shall be 
paid into and form one Consolidated Fund. 

217.(1) No moneys shall be withd,rawn from the Consolidated 
Fund except -

(a) to meet expenditure that is charged upon the
Fund by this Constitution or by any Act of
Parliament: or
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(b) where the issue of those moneys has been 
authorised by an Appropriation Act; or 

(c) where the issue of those moneys has been
authorised under article 219.

(2) Where any moneys are charged by this Constitution
or any A,ct of Parliament upon the Consolidated Fund or any 
other public fund, they shall be paid out .of _that fund by the

Government of Guyana to the person or authority to whom pay
ment is due. 

(3) No moneys shall be wittidriawn from any public
fund other than the Consolidated Fund unless the issue of those 
moneys has been authorised by or under an Act of Parliament. 

(4) Parliament may prescribe the manner in which
withdrawals may be made from the Consolidated Fund or any 
other public fund. 

218.(1) The Prime Mi.nist� or any other Minister desig
nated by the President shall cause to be prepared and lai!d before 
the National Assembly before or within ninety days after the 
commencement of ea1oh financial year estimates of the revenues 
and expenditure of Guyana for that ,year. 

(2) When the estimates of expenditure (other than
expenditure charged upon the Co]1.Solidated Fund by this Consti
tution or any Act of Parliament) have been approved by the 
Assembly a Bill, to be known as an Appropriation Bill, shall be 

introduce9, in the Assembly, providing for the issue from the 
Consolidated Fund of_ t�e sums necessary to meet that expendi-
ture and the appropnahon of those sums for the purposes speci
fied therein. 

(3) If in respect of any financial year it is found -

(a) that the amount appropriated by the Appropria
tion Act for any purpose is insufficient or that
a need has aris"'n for expenditure for a purpose
for which no amount has been appropriated by
that Act; or

(b) that any moneys have been expended for any
purpose in excess of the amount appropriated
for that purpose by the A,ppropriation Act or
for a purpose for which no amount has been
appropriated by tha't Act,
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a suppl,ementacy estimate or , ll:s the oose may be, a sta�ement of
ex:cess showing the sums reqmred or spent shall b� �aid �efo_re
the Assembly by the Prdme Ministe,r or any other Mm1Ster desig-
nated by the President. 

219.(1) Parliament may make p1rovis!on l!nder which, if 
the Appropriation Act in resp�ct _of any fmanc1al rear has not 

come into operation by the begmnmg of th_at finan�al year, the 
Minister responsible for finance may authorise the withdrawal of 
moneys from the Consolidated Fund for the _purpose of meeting 
expenditure necessary to cariry on the services of the Govern
ment of Guyana until the expiration of four months from the 
beginning of that financial year or the coming into operation of 
the Act, whichever is the earlier. 

(2) Where � supplementary estimate or statement of
excess is laid before the National Assembly under parag,raph (3) 
of the preceding article or paragraph (2) of the next following 
artiple and is approved by the Assembly QY resolution, that . 
resolution shall be aiuthority for the issue of the sums in qµestion 
from the Consolidated F;und, but the aggr:egrate sums the issue 
of which is so approved shall be inclu'ded, under appropriate 
heads, in a supplementary Appropriation Bill. 

(3) Where at any time Parliament has been dissolved
before any plrovision or any sufficient provision is made under 
this Title for the carrying on of the Government of Guyana, the 
Minister responsible fo,r finance may authorise the withdrawal 
of such sums from the Consolidated Fund as he may consider 
necessary for the purpose of meeting expenditure on the public 
services until the expiry of a period of three months commenc
ing with the date on which the National AssembJv first meets 
after that dissolution, but a statement of the expenditure so 
authorised shall, as soon as practicable, be laid before 1:Jhe Assem
bly by the Prime Minister or any other Minister designated by 
the President and, when the statement has been approved by the 

Assembly, that e:,g>enditure shall be inclu'ded, under the appropri
ate heads, in the next Appropriation Bill. 

220.(1) Parliament may make provision for the establish
ment o� a Contingencies Fund and for autho,rising the Minisrer 
responsible for finance to make advances from that Fund if he 
is satisfied that there is an urgent and unforeseen need for ex
penditure for which no other provision exists. 

(2) WheTe any advance is made from the Contingencies
F1;1nd a supplement_ary estimate shall, as soon as practicable, be
laid before the N at10nal Assembly by the Prime Minister or any 
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other Minister designated by him for the purpose of authorising
the replacement of the amount so advanced. 

221. The p�blic debt of Guyana a_nd . the service of that
debt (including the interest on that debt, smking funds payments
and redemption moneys in respect of that debt and costs, charges
and expenses of and incidental to the management of that debt)
are hereby charged on the Consolidated Fund. 

IPiu)b],lc 
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222.(1) The·re shall be paid to. the holders of the offices to �:iun

0
ef 

which this article applies such salaries and s'!ch allowances as =:: ot

may be prescribed by or under any law or, m the case of the. offices. 

Clerk .and Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly, as may be 
determin�d under article 158(4). 

(2) The salaries and allowances payable to the holders
of the offices to which this al"ticle applies are hereby- charged on 
the Consolidated Fund. 

(3) The salary and allowances payable to the holder of
any office to which this article . applies and his other terms of 
serv\ce shall not be altered to his disadvantage after his appoint
ment, and, for the pm,poses of this paragraph, in so far as the 
terms of service of any person depend upon the option of that 
person, the terms for which he opts shall be taken to be more 
�dvantageous to him than any other terms for which he might 
have opted. 

(4) This article applies to the offi.ees of President,
Speake:r, Deputy Speaker, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the National 
Assembly, any Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature, mem
bers of the Elections Commission, the Judicial Service Commis
sion, the Public Service Commission, the Tea,ching Service 
Com�ission or the Police Service Commission, the Ombudsman, 
the D1rector of-Public Prosecutions, the Auditor General and 1!he 
Commissioner of Police. 

223.(1) There shall be an Auditor General for Guyana, omce aM 

whose office shall be a public office. tun;otJ,ollls 

(2) The public accounts of Guyana and of all officers
and �'!t�o1rities of the Government of Guyana (including the 
Comm1ss1ons established biY this Constitution) and the accounts 
of the C1erk ?f the National Assembly and of all oourts in Guyana 
shall be audited and reported on by the Auditor General, and 
for t�at purpo�e the Auditor General or any person authorised 
by hnn m that behalf shall have access to all books records 
returns and other documents relating to those acoount's. 
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(3) The Auditor General shall submit his reports to
.the Minister responsible for finance, who shall cause them to be 
laid before the National Assembly. 

(4) Subject to article 118, in the exercise of his functions
under this Constitution the Auditor General shall not be subject 
to the direction or control of any other person or authority. 

TITLE 9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

224. Where under this Constitution any provmon may
be made by rules of court, rules for the purpose may be made 
by the authority for the time being empowered generally, by 
law in force in Guyana, to :make rules of court in relation to 
civil proceedings in the High Courj; or, in so far as the provision 
relates to the bringing of any appeal to, or the institution of 
other proceedings in, or the practice and procedure of, the Court 
of Appeal, by the authority so empowered in relation to civil 
proceedings in that Court. 

22'5.(1) Where it is provided in this Constitution that this 
article shall apply to any office, a person holding such office (in 
this article ref erred to as "the office") shall not be removed 
therefrom or suspended from the exercise of the functions there
of except in accordance with the provisions of this article; and 
the prescribed authority for the purpose of paragraph (4) or (6) 
shall, in relation to any office, be the authority prescribed for 
that purpose by the 4Provision of this Constitution by which this 
article is applied to that office. 

(2) The officer may be removed from office only for
inability to discharge the functions of -his office (whether arising 
from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause whatsoever) 
or for misbehaviour. 

'(3) The officer shall be removed from office by the 
President if the question of this removal from office has been 
referred to a tribunal appointed under this article and the 
tribunal has recommended to tpe President that the officer ought 
to be removed from office for inability as afore said or for mis
behaviour. 

(4) If the prescribed authority advises the President
that the question of removing the officer from office under this 
article ought to be investigated then � 
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{a) the President shall appoint a tribunal which 
shall consist of a Chairman and not less than 
two other members, selected by the President 
after consultation with the Judicial Service 
Commission from among persons who hold or 
have held office as a judge of a court having 
unlimited jurisdiction in civil and criminal 
matters in some part of the Commonwealth or 
a court having jurisdiction in appeals from any 
such court or who are qualified to be admitted 
to practise in Guyana as attorneys-at-l�w and 
have been so qualified' for such period as ls 
prescribed by Parliament for the purposes of 
su�paragraph (b) of article 129(1) in relation 
to the office of Puisne Judge; and 

(b) that tribunal shall enquire into the matter and
report on the facts thereof to the President and
recommend to him whether the officer ought
to be removed under this article.

(5) The provisions of the Commissions of Inquiry Act as ca,p. 111,03 

in force immediately before the commencement of this Constitu-
tion shall, subject to the provisions of this article and of article 
197(�), apply as nearly as may be in relation to tribunals appointed 
under this article, or, as the context may require, to the members 
thereof as they apply in relation to Commissions or Commis-
sioners appointed under that Act, and in such application shall 
have effect as if they formed part of this Constitution. 

(6) If the question of removing the officer from office
has been referred to a tribunal under this article, the President, 
acting in accordance with the advice of the prescr1bed authority, 
may suspend the officer from performing the functions of his 
office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by 
the President, acting in accordance with such advice as aforesaid, 
and shall in any case cease to have effect if the tribunal recom
mends to the President that the officer should not be removed 
from office. 

226.(1) Save as otherwise provided in this Constitution, in 
the exercise of its functions under this Constitution a Commission 
shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other 
person or authority. 

(2) Subject to the provIS1ons of this Constitution, a
Commission may regulate its own procedure and, with the consent 
of the President or of any Minister designated by the President 
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for the purpose, may make rules for that purpose or for confer
ring powers or imposing duties on any public officer or on any 
authority of the Government of Guyana for the purpose of the 
discharge of the Commission's functions. 

(3) A Commission may, subject to the next following
paragraph, act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership 
or the absence of any member and its proceedings shall not be 
invalidated by the presence or participation of any person not 
entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings. 

(4) Any question for decision by a Commission shall
be determined by a majority of the votes of the members of the 
Commission present and voting at a meeting of the Commission 
at which a quorum is present, and if on any question the votes 
are equally divided the Chairman or other member presiding 
shall have a casting vote in addition to his original vote: 

Provided that, where the votes are equally divided on the 
question whether any power to remove a public officer from his 
office should be exercised, the Chairman or other member pre
siding shall not have a casting vote and the Commission shall be 
deemed' to have decided that that power should not be exercised. 

(5) For the purposes of the preceding paragraph a
quorum shall consist, in the case of the Elections Commission, 
of the Chairm1\n and not less than two-thirds of the number of 
representative members (not being temporary members) for the 
time being appointed to the Commission and, in the case of any 
other Commission, of such members of the 'Commission as may 
be prescribed b:'{ the rules of procedure of the Commission: 

Provided that if, in the case of the Elections Commission, 
the number of such representative members is two, the Chairman 
and one such member shall constitute a quorum. 

(6) Any question whether -

(a) a Commission has validly performed any
function vested in it by or under this Con
stitution;

(b) any mem}?er of a Commission or any other
person has validly performed any function
delegated to such member or person by a
Commission in pursuance of the provisions
of this Constitution; or
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(c) any member of a Commission or any other
person has validly performed any other
function in relation to the work of the Com
mission or in relation to any such function
as is referred to in the preceding subpara
graph,

shall not be enquired into in any court. 

. (7) In this article, except as otherwise provided or 
required by the context, the expression "Commission" means the 
Elections Commission, the Judicial Service Commission, the 
Public Service Commission, the Teaching Service Commission, 
or the Police Service Commission: 

Provided that (without prejudice to the power of Parliament 
to make prov-ision in relation to the functions of the Elections 
Commission) in the preceding paragraph that expression does 
not include the Elections Commission. 

227. Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution fisquau-

relating to the making of appointments to, removal of persons fg;t�r71ce 
from, or the vacation of, any office, Parliament may provide for �tcPre�1

°
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the imposition of disqualification for any office prescribed by r.�1 a1 hos
Parliament on any person convicted by a court of an offence ti ty. 

relating to excitement of hostility or ill-will against any person 
or class of persons on the grounds of his or their race. 

TITLE 10 

INTERPRETATION 

228.(1) Where any person has vacated any office estab- App-01nt

lished by this Constitution (including any office established under ments. 

article 100, 124 and 125) he may, if qualified, again be appointed, 
elected or otherwise selected to hoid that office in accordance 
with the provisions of this Constitution. 

· (2) Where by this Constitution a power is conferred
upon any person or authority to make any appointment to any 
public o�fice, a person may be appointed to that office notwith
standing that some other person may be holding that office, 
when that other person is on leave of absence pending relin
quishment of the office; and where two or more persons are 
holding the same office by reason of an appointment made in 
pursuance of this paragraph, then for the purposes of any func
tion conferred upon the holder of that office the person last 
appointed shall be deemed to be the sole holder of the office . 
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(3) The preceding paragraph shall have effect in re-
lation to the office of any Judge of the Supreme Court o1
Judicature or the Clerk or Deputy Clerk of the National Assem
bly as if that office were a public office. 

229.(1) Any person who is appointed or elected to or 
otherwise selected for any office established by this Constitution 
(including any office established under article 100, 124 and 125) 
may resign from that office and, save as otherwise provided by 
articles 156(1), 157 and 178(1), shall do so by writing under his 
hand addressed to the person or authority by whom he was ap
pointed, elected or selected. 

(2) The resignation of any person from any such office
as aforesaid signified by writing under his hand shall take 
effect when the writing signifying the resignation is received by 
the person or authority to whom it is addressed or by any person 
authorised by that person or authority to receive it or employed 
to assist that person in the performance of the functions of 
his office. 

230. Where by this Constitution a person is required to
vacate an office when he attains an age prescribed by or under 
the provisions of this Constitution nothing done by him in the 
performance of the functions of that office shall be invalid by 
reason only that he has attained the age so prescribed. 

231. Where by this Constitution the President or any
other person or authority is required to perform any function 
in accordance with the advice or recommendation of, or aaer 
consultation with, another person or authority, or not to make 
an appointment without the concurrence of another person or 
authority, the question whether the President or that other 
person or authority has received or acted in accordance with 
such advice or recommendation, or whether such consultation 
has taken place, or whether the appointment has received such 
concurrence, shall not be enquired into in any court. 

232.(1) In this Constitution, except as otherwise provided 
or required by the context -

"alien" means a person who is not a Commonwealth citizen, a 
British protected person or a citizen of the Republic 
of Ireland; 

"attorney-at-law" means a person having a general right of 
audience in the Supreme Court of Judicature; 

"Commissioner of Police" means the officer, however styled, 
<:ommanding the Police Force; 
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"the Commonwealth" means Guyana and any country to which

article 47 applies and any dependency of any such 
country; 

"court" means any court of law in Guyana; 

"elected member of the National Assembly" means any person 
elected as a member of the National Assembly 
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (2) or (3) 
or (4) of article 60 or article 160 (2); _,, 

"election" means an election of members to serve in the National 
Assembly; 

"financial year" means any period of twelve months beginning 
on the first day of January in any year or such 
other date as Parliament may prescribe; 

"Guyana" includes, in relation to any period before the day on 
which this Constitution commences, or anything 
done before that day, Guyana as it was before 
that day as well as the former Colony of British 
Guiana; 

"law" includes any instrument having the force of law and any 
unwritten rule of law and "lawful" and "lawfully" 
shall be construed accordingly; 

··oath" includes a:firmation;

"oath of office" means, in relation to any office, the oath for the due
execution of that office set out in the Schedule to this 
Constitution or such other oath in that behalf as may be 
prescribed by Parliament; 

·"Parliamen�" means the Parliament of Guyana;

",the Police Force" means the Police Force established by <the Police ts:o
Act and inclu,des any other police force established by or 
under an Act of Parliament to succeed to or to supple
ment the funotions of that Force but does nOlt include 
any police force forming part of any naval, military or 
air force or any police force established by any local 

democratic organ; 

"public office" means an office of emolument in the public service; 

"public officer'' means the holder of any public office and includ� 
any person appointed to act in any such office; 

''the public �rvice" me:ins, subject to the provisions of paragraph (5), 
the service of the Government of Guyana in a civil capa
city; 
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"regional democratic. council" .means the loca� democratic organ for 
any region established under article 72; 

"session" means, in relation to the National Assembly and the Supreme 
Congress of the People, the silttings of the Assembly or 
of the Congress, as the case may be, commencing when 
it first meets after this Constitution comes into force or
after the prorogat1on or dissolution of Parliament or the 
Congress. as the case may be, at any time and terminat
ing when Parliament or -the Congress, as the case may 
be, is prorogued or is dissolvep without having been 
prorogued; 

"sitting" means. in relaition to the National Assembly, and the Supreme 
Congress of the People, a period during which the 
Assembly or the Congress. as the case may be, is sitting 
continuously without adjournment and includes any 
period during which the Assembly or the Congress, as 
the case may be, is in _committee; and 

"the State" means the Co-operative Republic of Guyana. 

(2) In this Constitution, unless it is dtherwise provided or re
quired by the context -

(a) a reference to power to make appoin!tments to any
office shall be construed as including a reference to
power to make appointments on promotion and
transfer and to confirm appointments and to power
to appoint a person to act in or perform the func
tions of that office at any time when the office is
vacant or the holder thereof is unable (whether by
reason of absence or infirmity of mind or body or
any other cause) to perform the functions of that

office; and

(b) a reference to the holder of an office by the term 
designating his office shall be construed as includ
ing a reference to any person for the time being law
ful ly acting in or performing the functions of rthat 
office. 

(3) Where by this Constitution any person is direc'ted, or
power is conferred on any person or authority to appoint or elect a 
person, to perform the functions of an office if the holder thereof is 
unable to perform those functions, the validity of any performance of 
thos� function� by th� person so d_irected or of any appointment or 
election made 10 exercise of that power shall not be called in question 
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in any court on the ground that the holder of the office was not or is 
not unable to perform the functions of the office. 

I 

(4) For the purposes of this Constitution, a person shall not
be considered to hold a public office by reason only that he is in receipt 
of a pension or other like allowance in respect of public service. 

(S) In this Constitution references to the public service shall
not be construed as including service in -

(a) the office of President, Minister, Attorney General,
Parliamentary Secretary, Speaker, Deputy Speaker,
Minority Leader, Ombudsman, or member of the
National Assembly or of the National Congress of
Local Democratic Organs;

(b) the office of a member of any Commission estab
lished by this Constitution;

(c) the office of a member of any board, committee or
other similar body (whether incorporated or not)
established by any law in force in Guyana;

(d) the offi& of any Jud({e of the Supreme Court
of Judicature or Clerk or D0puty Clerk of the
National Assembly except for the purposes of
the next following paragraph and save as other
wise provided in any other provision of this
Constitution; or

(e) any body of persons organised as a national
service within the meaning of article 154.

(6) References in this Constitution to the power to
remove a public officer from his office shall be construed 
as including ref0rences to any power conferred by any law to 
require or permit that officer to retire from the public service: 

PI1ovided that -

(a) nothing in this paragraph shall be construed
as conferring on any person or authority
power to require a Judge of the Supreme Court
of Judicature, the Director of Public Prosecu
tions, the Commissioner of Police, the Auditor
General or the Clerk or Deputy Clerk of the
National Assembly to retire from his office;

-----�---_,and 
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(b) any powe.r conferred by any law to permit a
person to retire from the public service shall,
in the case of any public officer who may be
removed from office by some person or
authority other than a Commission established
by this Constitution, vest in the Commission
that, if he were to retire, would be the appro
priate Commission in relation to him for the
purpose of article 214.

(7) Any provision in this Constitution that vests in
any person or authority the power to remove any public officer 
from his office shail be without prejudice to the power of any 
person or authority to abolish that office or to any law providing 
for the compulsory retirement of public officers generally or any 
class of public officers on attaining an age specified b.y or under 
that law. 

(8 o provision of this Constitution that any person 
or authority shall not be subject to the direction or control of 
any other person or authority in the exercise of any functions 
shall be construed as precluding a court from exercising juris
diction in relation to any question whether that person or 
authority has exercised those functions in accordance with this 
Constitution or any other law. 

cap 1:01 (9) The Interpretation and General Clauses Act as in
for,oe immediately before the commencement of this Constitution, 
shall apply, with the necessary adaptations, for the purpose of 
interpreting this Constitution and othe.rwise in relation thereto 
as it applied for the pul'1)0se of interpreting, and in relation to 
any Act in force immediately before such commencement and 
in such application shall have effect as if it formed part of this 
Constitution. 

Art,clc SCHEDULE 
232 <] I 

Form of Oath 

OATH OF OFFICE 

I, ....................................... , do hereby solemnly de-
clare that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the People of 
Guyana, that I will faithfully exeicute the office of .............. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . without fear or favour, affection or ill-will and that 
in the execution of the functions of that office I will honour 
uphold and preserve the Constitution of the Co-operative Repub: 
lie of Guyana. 



EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

For the first time in the history of Guyana an open and unfettered 
opportunity has been afforded to all the people of the land to participate 
in the making of a constitution for the country. The central vehicle em
ployed was the Constituent Assembly whose work, after many sessions 
held throughout the country, ended on Monday, 28th January, 1980, with 
the completion of a draft Constitution for the Co-operative Republic of 
Guyana. The draft was duly presented to the National Assembly on 
Friday, 1st February, 1980, and is now accordingly submitted for enact
ment in the form of the Schedule to this Bill. 

In view of the extensive public discussions which formed part of the 
process of preparing the new constitution, it should be otiose to attempt 
a detailed review. Three main features may however be pointed out. 

" First, whereas many constitutions, including our existing Constitu
tion, deal with human rights in terms of classical, civil and political rights, 
the proposed Constitution seeks, while retaining those, to add a number 
of ba�ic social and economic rights without which classical, civil and poli
tical rights have little meaning. for the or�inary man. 

Second, with a view to providing more practical methods of affording 
the ordinary man a continuing opportunity to participate in important 
State functions, the proposed Constitution seeks to incorporc1te a sub
stantial local government element in the legislative processes of the State. 

· And, third, with a view to achieving convenience, economy and
simplicity, the proposed Constitution seeks to substitute an executive 
Presidency for the existing titular Presidency. 

Under the transitional provisions of the Bill, the proposed Constitu
tion will be brought into operation shortly after the existing Parliament 
is dissolved. On the comine: into operation of the new Constitution, the 
existing Prime Minister will become the first President for a trans'tional 
period endin,it with the holding of the first elections under the new 
Constitution. The first elections, which will have to be held within three 
months of the dissolution of the existing Parliament, will include proc 
dures for electing a President. 
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