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A BIILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to provide for the establishment of the AgricuHural Research 
Committee, .the National Agricultural Research Institute of Guyana 
and the Agricultural Research Advisory Council, and for ma:tters 
connected therewith. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

A • .D. \11984 

1. This Act may be cited as the National Agricultural Research Short title 

Institute of Guyana Act 1984 and shall come in'to operation on such :i��c�':n�t 
date as may be specified by th.e Minister by order. 

Q.. In this Act - [nter-
wetat.ion. 

{a) "agriculture" includes horticulture, fruit growing, dairy 
farming, fisheries, livestock breeding and keeping, and 
bee keeping; 

(b) "Appointments Committee" means the Appointments
Committee of the Agricultural Research Commiuee 
established by section 10; 

(c) "Committee" means the Agricuitural Research Committee
established •by section 3; 
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(d) "Council" means the Agricultural Research Advisory
Council established by section 21; 

' (e) "Direotor" means the Director of the Institute; 

(f) "Institute" means the National Agricultural Research
Institute of Guyana established by section 12; 

(g) "invention" includes any new process or new technique.
whether or not· a patient could be granted in relation 
thereto; 

(h) "livestock" includes any animal kept for the production
of food, wool, skins or fur or for the purpose of its 
use in the farrning of land; 

(i) "Programmes Commtttee" means � Agricuiltural Re
search Programmes Committee established under sec

tion 7. 

PART II 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COMMITIEE 

.Eetablish- 3. (1) There is hereby established a committee to be called the
�;��u:ral Agricultural Research Committee consisting of -
IB.esea,rch 
Comlnittee. (a) a chairman;

�) a vi�hairman;

(c) representatives of such bodies, including the University
of Guyana and .the Institute of Applied Science and
Technology, engaged in teaching, or research in, agri
culture or subjects related to agriculture. as th� Minister
thinks fit

(d) representatives of such organisations of agriculturists
or scientists as the Minister thinks fit;

(e) two persons to be nominated by the Secretary-General
of the National Science Research Council, from among
persons appearing to him as having :the qualifications
referred to in subsection (4);

(f) such num�r of persons as the Minister thinks fit from
among persons having experience of, and shown capa
city ,in, agricu1,ture, science or -technology.

(2) The number of members of the Committee shall not .exceed
seventeen. 
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(3) The members of the Committee: shall be appointed by the
Minister and the membership of the Committee as first constituted and 
every change in th� memb.!rship thereof shall be notified in the 
Gazette. 

(4) The chairman and vice-chairman of the Committee and
the members of the Committee appointed under subsection (l) (c) shall 
be persons appearing to the Minis:er to be qualified for such appoint
ment as having had experience of, and shown capacity in. uch matters 
which the Mini ter con ·iders will be beneficial in the functioning of 
the Committee and, without prejudice to the generality of the fore
going, in particular, in matters relating to agricultural research. planning. 
education or admini !ration. 

(5) The Committee �hall be a body corporate.

(6) The remuneration and other term and condition - of
appointment of the members of the Committee shall be uch as may 
be determined by the Minister. 

(7) The seal of the Committee hall be kept in the custody of
the chairman, vjce-chairman or the secretary of the Committee and 
shall be authenticated by the ignature of the chairman or vice-chairman 
and the ecretary of the Committee. 

(8) Every document purporting to be an in trument duly
executed under the seal of th:! Committee shall be received in evidence 
and deemed, without further proof, to be so executed unless the con
trary is proved. 

(9) All documents, other than those required by law to be
under eal, made by, and all decisions of, the Commi'ttee may be signi
fied under the hand of the chairman, vice-chairman or secretary of the 
Committee. 

4. The functions of the Committee shall be -

(a) to advise the Minister on matter of policy relating to
agricultural research;

(b) to supervise and control the functioning and activities
of the Institute;

(c) to ensure that the activities of the In titute are consistent
with the policy and objectives of the Government, and
the national prioritie , relating to agriculture and
agricultural research;

(d) to approve, oversee and evaluate on a continuing basis
the programme being implemented by the Institute;

FlJ.lL<ltions of 
Coinllnittee., 
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(e) to give general and technical advice and guidance to
the Director.

committee to 5. (1) The Committee shall, in matters relating to its functions,
!o.��i:tttnar co-operate with the National Science Research Council and shall be 
sctence ·Re- guided by the National Science Policy formulated by the National 
=�1. Science Research Council so far as the Policy relates to agricultural 

research. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) the Committee. jf so re
quired by any written law or requested by the National Science Re
search Council, shall nominate one or more rep11esentatives on any 
committee of that Council consti,tuted for any purpose relating to 
agricultural research. 

Meetings 1and 6. (1) The Minister may make regulations to regulate the proce-procedure of d d b . f h C . . 1 d. h . 1 hi hCommittee.. ure an usmess o t e omm1ttee, me u mg t e mterva s at w c 

.AlpJ)'o.illlt
menlt of 

Ag['icultuiral 
Research 
�rummes 
IC<mli!Dllt,tee. 

the meetings of the Committee shall be held and the quorum for its 
meetings . 

.(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act and any regulations 
made by the Minister, the Committee may rngulate its own procedure 
and business and may make rules for that purpose .. 

(3) Any minut•es made of a meeting of the Committee shall, if
duly signed by the chairman or other person presiding at the meeting, 
without further proof of any other matter or thing. be receivable in all 
legal proceedings as prima facie evidence of the proceedings of the 
Committee of which the minutes hav1e been made and of the meetings 
of the Committee, in respect of the proceedings of which the minutes 
have been so made, having been duly convened and held. 

7. (1) The Committ,ee,shall appoint a committee to be known as
the Agricultural Research Programmes Commi<ttee consisting of -

(a) the Director, who shall be the chairman;

{b) such persons ·employed for the purpose of research in
the Institute as may be specified by the Committee; 
and 

(c) such persons engaged in 1,esearch in other institutions
carrying on research in any matter nelated to agricul
ture, such as the University of Guyana and the Institute
of Appli-ed Science and Technology.

1(2) The terms and conditions of appointment of the members 
of the Programmes Committee shall be such as may be determined by 
the Commi.ttee with the approval of the Minister. 

t(3) The functions and procedure of the Programmes Committee 
shall be as provided by or under section 16.
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(4) The Committee may appoint such other sub-committees as
it thinks fit. 

(5) A sub-committee appointed under sub ection (4) shall in
clude such members of the Committev as the Committee ,thinks fit and 
may include persons who are not members of the Committee. 

(6) Subject to the other provisions of lhi Act, the constitution,
function and procedure of a ub-committee appointed under sub
section (4) and the term and condition of appointment of the members 
thereof shall be such as may be determined by the Committee. 

8. Subj'ect to the provision of thi Act, the CornmiLtee may ��fe�a�0 

delegate to any of its members or to the Programme Committee or any 
other sub-committee con tituted under ection 7 (4) the power and 
authority to carry out on its behalf such functions of the Committee 
as it may determine. 

9. (1) There shall be a secretary of the Committee, and such other otn=s ,an ·
officers and other employees of the Commitlee a the Commi,tt:,ee deems g!;es�w 
neo;!ssary for the purpose of carrying out its functions. committee. 

(2) The power vested in th Appointment Committee by ec
tion 10 to mak the appointment of, to remove, and to ex:erci e dis
ciplinary control over, th secretary of the Committee shall be ·exercis-d 
by the Appointments Committee with the approval of the Minisber. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in thi Act, where the
office of secretary of the Committee is vacant or where he is for any 
rea on unable to perform the function of his office, ,the Minister may 
assign a public officer in the Ministry to carry out the function of the 
office of secretary of the Committee. 

,(4) The remuneration and other term and condition of ap
pointment of the ·;:-crctary and other officers and employ-:-es of the 
Committee ball be such a may be determined by the Committee with 
the approval of the Minister. 

10. 1(1) Then� hall be a committ·ce to be known as the Appoint- �point

rnents Committee of the Agricultural Res..,arch Committee con isting of g\��- 0om 

the chairman of the CommiLtee and ,two other members of th� Com-
mittee to be appointed by <the Minister. 

(2) Save as otherwise provided irr this Act, the power to make
appointments of, to remove, and to exercise disoiplinary control over, 
officers and other emp1oyees of the Committee and the In titute shall 
vest in the Appointments Committee. 

(3) The Appointments Committee may delegate to the Director
the power to take disciplinary action against all or any class of the 
employees of the Institute for such misconduct, and to impose uch 

,,___ ____ ...,,�_nalties as may be specified by the Appointment Committee�·--
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(4) Where any power delegated to the Director by this section
is exerci �d by the Director any per on in re pect of whom the power 
was exercised may appeal to 1the ppointments Committee from the 
decision of thv Director. 

(5) Subject to regulations made by the Mini ter, the Appoint-
ments Committee may r·egulate its own procedure and business. 

Protecr,,on 11. (J) Subject to sub eclion (2), no action, uit, prosecution or 

: ����[.ee other proceeding shal_l be brought o�· in titut�d �rsonally again t a
or a,n:>' sub- member of the Committee or any of its ub-conuruttees in respect of committee d b f'l · f h · · dd thereof nr any act one ona u e in pursuance o t e execution or mten e 
Appoint- execution of hi duties under this Act.ments com-mitttee. 

Est�b1ishment oJ Nati·ona.1 AgT.iculturaiReseaa,ch Jnst,itute ofGuy.an•a. 

-Oflicens ·a!nd 
emipl-O(Y'e.es ol Inst.ltute. 

(2) Where a member of th Committee or any of it sub-com
mittees is exempt from liability by reason only of subsection (]), the 
Committee or the ub,committee, a the case may be, hall be liable 
to the �xtent that it would be if uch member was a ervant or agent 
of the Committee or the sub-committee, as the ca e may be, so how
ever, that if in any case the Committee or thv sub-committee is not 
liable for any of the abovemenlioned acts, then subsect,ion (1) does not 
operate to exempt su h m mber a therein stated. 

(3) o action, suit, pro ecution or other proceedings shall be
brought or in ituted personany against a member of the Appoint
ments Committee in respect of any act done bona fide in pursuance 
of the execution or intended execution of his duties under this Act. 

PART III 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

OF GUYANA 

12. ( I) There is hereby e tablished a body to be called the
National Agricultmal Re,earch Institute of Guyana. 

(2) The headquarters of the In titute shall be ituated at uch
place in Guyana as may be specified by the Minister. 

(3) In addition to research facilities provided at its head
quarters, the Ir,stitute may establish res arch centre at such other 
places in Guyana as may be determined by the Committee with the 
approval of th� Mini ter. 

13. (1) There shall be -

(i) a Director of the In titute; and
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�ii) such other officers and employees of the lnstitute as 
the Committee deems necessary for the purpose of 
carrying out the functions of the Institute. 

(2) The power to make appointments of, to remove, and to
exercise disciplinary control over, -

(i) the Dinector shall vest in the Minister; and

(ii) any other officer or employee of the lm,titute shall
vest in the Appointments Committee.

(3) The remuneration and other terms and condition of ap
pointment of the Director shall be such as may be determined by the 
Minister and of other officers and employees of the Institute shall be 
such as may be determined by the Commit ve vith the approval of 
the Minister. 

14. (1) The functions of the In titute shall be - Funcuons of 
• Institute. 

(a) lo advise on. and develop, appropriate systems to pro
mobe alanced, diver ified and sustained agricultural
development and optimise agrlcultural production
through adaptive and investigative re earch:

(b) to fac1Iitate the use of improved production technology
by, and establish adequate feedback systems from,
agricultural producers in o,der to achievv and main
tain national self-suITiciency and export capacities in
food and fibre.

(2) For the purpo e of carrying out its functions under sub
section (1), the Institute shall have power -

(a) to carry out ap1Jlied agricultural research, including re
search into appropriate systems of mechanisation, to
provide answers to current and foreseeable problems
facing crop, live stock, forestry and fisheries production;

(b) to evaluate under local condition scientific findings in
other countries;

(c) to determine. develop and popularise mechanisms, pro
grammes and activities by which the agricultural poten
tial of Guyana may be realised;

(d) to collaborate closely with all other agencies and
institutions engaged in agricultural and related research.

(3) Subject to the provisions of ,this Act, in carryiug out its
functions the Institute shall be guided by the Nauional Science Policy 
formulated by the National Science Research Council so far as the 
Policy relates to agricultural research. 
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J.tanage�ent i.5. (1) The supervision and control of the functioning and
ot J:nstitute. actlv1.ities 0£ the Institute shall vest in the Committee. 

Functions 
a,nd p,ro
cedure of 
:l'lrogrammes 
Co,mmittee. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Director
shall be responsible for the day to day administration of the
Institute. 

(3) All the property of the Institute, whether movable
or immovable, shall vest in the Committee and shall be held
by or on behalf of the Committee. 

( 4) All actions, sulits or other legal proceedings in re
spect of any right or obligation acquired or incurred by the 
Institute may be brought or taken by or against the Committee. 

(5) All contracts entered into by the Institute sha'll be
entered into in the name of the Committee and by such persons
a:, may be authorised by the Committee. 

16. (1) Subject to the provlisions of section 15(1), it shall
be the function of the Prograil\mes ComillJittee to -

(a) establish and manage the facilities of the In
stitute; 

(b) translate agricultural research policy into pro
grammes; 

(c) monitor. review and evaluate the programmes
and activities of the Institute; 

(d) make recommendations relating to policy and
other matters to the Committee with a view 
to improve the efficiency and effectiveness ot
the work of the Institute; and 

(e) develop ;ind organise training programmes re.
�ating to agricultural research. 

(2) The Committee may give to the Programmes Com
mlittee directions of a general character relating to the exercise 
and performance of its functions and the Programmes Com
mittee shall give effect to any such directions. 

(3) The Committee shall provide, or reques,t the Institute
to provide, the Programmes Committee with such staff as it
may require for the purpose of carrying out lits functions and
if the Committee makes any such request to the Institute, the
Institute shall comply with the request. 

(4) Subject to any rules made by the Committee, the
Programmes Committee may regulate its own procedure and
business. 

_____ 
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17. The Institute may, with the approval of the Minister, !!�t��
e

arge 
charge fees for any serw.ce rendered by it. fees. 

18. The Institute may accept grants, gifts bequests or institute 
donations from any person, whether or not resident or having ::� t;�c:ri
a place of business in Guyana, for any specific purpose related
to its funcllions or generally for facilitating the carrying out of
its functlions :

Provided that no grant, gift, bequest or donation
shall be received by the Institute from any individual resident
outside Guyana, or any body of persons having its headquarters
outside Guyana, without the approval of the Mintister.

H,. (1) All discoveries and inventions made by the Institute Disco�eries 
or by any of its officers or other employees or agents in the f��E . mven
course of the performance of its functions under this Act, shall.
be the property of the Institute and shal:l vest in the Com-
mittee and the Committee may make any such discovery or
invention available to the public on such conditions and subject
to the payment of such fees or royalties as the Committee may
think fit.

(2) The Corr, .. n;,ttee may, with the approval of the
Minister, -

(a) pay such bonuses or royalties as it may think
fit to any person who makes any discovery or
invention in the course of any research under
taken by, or carried out under the directions
of, the Institute, whether such person is an
officer or other employee of the Institute or
not;

(b) where any discovery or invention is made avail
able to the public subject to the payment of
fees or royalties, exempt any person from the
requirement to pay such fees or royalties or
any portion thereof.

20. (1) No expenditure shall be iincurred by the Institute Meeting of 
without the approval of the Committee experu;;es or ' Jnstltute and· 

(2) All expenditure incurred by the Institute in accor- t�
e

e
0

\t°' 
dance with the provisions of this Act, shall be paid from the �':!t�tt;r to
funds of the Committee. ' committee., 

(3) All moneys received by the Institute shall be palid
into the funds cf the Committee and shall form part of it.: 

Provided that where any such moneys are moneys 
given to the Institute by way of grant, gift, bequest or donation 
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Establish
imenit Of 
Agirjcultura:I 
Resea.roh 
Advisory 
Council. 

,F1unctioos ,of 
Ck>uncll, 

by any person for any specific purpose related to the functions 
of the Institute, the Committee shall. ensure that the moneys 
are utilised for that specific purpose. 

PART IV 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH ADVISORY COUNCIL 

21. (1) There shall be an Agricultural Research Advisory
Council consisting of such number of persons, not exceeding 
twenty-five, as the Minister thinks appropriate, appointed by 
the Minister from among persons appearing to him to be quali
fied as having had practical experti.ence of, and shown capacity 
in, matters relating to agriculture or having academic qualifica
tions in such matters. 

(2) The membership of the Council as first constituted
and every change !in the membership thereof shall be notified 
in the Gazette.

(3) The terms and conditions of appointment of the
members of the Council shall be such as may be determined 
by the Minister. 

(4) The Minister may by regulations prescribe the
procedure of the Council, including the intervals at wh!i.ch the 
meetings of the Council shall be held and the quorum for its 
meetings. 

(5) Subject to the provisions of any regulations made
by the Minister, the Council may regulate its own procedure. 

22. The functions of the Counct:il shall be -

(a) to advise the Minister on such matters relating
to agricultural research as may be referred to
it by the Minister;

(b) to advise the Committee on any matter, relating
to its functions, in respect to which the Com
mittee seeks the advice of the Council;

(c) to perform such other functions relating to
agricultural research as may be assigned to it
by the Minister.

sllaff of 23. The Minister shall provide the Council with such
0ouncn, staff as it may require for the purpose of carrying out its 

functions. 
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24. (1) No expenditure shall be incurred by the Council ��t����s o{ 

without the approval of the Minister. 

(2) All expenditure incurred by the Coun�il in accor
dance with the provisions of this Act_ shall be paid fro� �he
Consolidated Fund after being authonsed by an appropnat10n 
law. 

PART V 

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 

25. (1) The funds and resources of the Committee shall Funds and 

consist of - �� 0c�:�s 

(a) such sums as may be provided to the Com
miftee by or under an appropriation law;

(b) such sums as may be allocated from time to 
time to the Committee from loan funds; 

(c) moneys earned or arising from any property
or investments of the Committee;

(d) moneys paid into the funds of the Commiittee
by the Institute;

(e) fees and royalties received by the Committee
under section 19(1);

(f) alil other sums or property which may in any
manner be received by, or become payable to,
or vested in, the Committee in the performance
of its functions or in respect of any matter
rincidental thereto.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the expression "loan
funds" means such sums as may be made available, from time 
to time, by the Government by way of loan. 

muttee. 

26. The Committee may, with the approval of the· aonrOIWing 
Minister, bonrow sums required by it for meeting any of its 8°'werstt o1 
oligations or discharging any of its functions. ommi ee. 

I 

27. Moneys standing to the credit of the Committee may [nvestment 

from time to time be invested in such Sicurities as may be de- � com

termined by the Committee and the Committee may, from time ttee. 

to rune, sell any or all of such securities. 
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28. (1) The Committee and the Institute shall be exempt
from payment of income tax under the Income Tax Act, import 
or export duties of customs under the Customs Act and con
sumption tax, in respect of goods imported into Guyana, under 
the Consumption Tax Act. 

(2) The Minister responsible for finance may, by order,
which shall be subject to affarmative resolution of the National 
Assembly, exempt the Committee and the Instlitute from pay-
ment wholly or partly of any tax or duty, not being a tax or 11 

duty referred to in subsection (1), or rate, levy or other charge, 
payable under any written law for the time being in force. 

PART VI 

MISCELLANEOUS 

29. The Committee or the Institute may at any
retain the services of professional persons and may pay 
remunleration or fees in respect thereof as the Committe 
with the approval of the Minister, determine. 

time 
such 
may, 

30. (1) The Minister may give to the Committee or the In
stitute directions of a general character as to the policy to be 
followed by it in the exercise of its functions and the Com
mittee or the Institute, as the case may be, shall give effect 
to any such directions. 

(2) The Committee or -the Institute shall provide such
facilities to the Min�ster as will enable him to verify any in
:o::n.1tion furnished by it in pursuance of any direction given 
under subsection (1). 

31. No statute or limitation shahl apply to any action
or uiit brought by the Committee or in respect of any property 
owned by the Committee. 

�'l. (1) Exoopt for the purpose of the exercise of his func
tions or when lawfully required to do so by any court or under 
the provisions of any written law, a member or officer or other 
emp10yee of the Committee, the Institute, the Programmes 
Committee or the Council shall not disclose any information 
whiich he has acquired in the course of the exercise of his 
functions. 

(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be
liable on summary conviction to a fine of five thousand dollars 
and to imprisonment for one year. 

/1 



29TH SEPT., 1984 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 14 

33. (1) The Committee, the Institute and the Council shall Aiacout�it 
keep accounts of its transactions to the satisfaction of the 

,a.1,d u 

Minister and the accounts shall be audited annually by an audi-
tor appointed by the Minister and the report of audit submitted 
to the Committee, the Institute or the Council, as the case may 
be. 

(2) The members and officers and other employees of
the Committee, the Institute or the Council shall grant to the 
auditor appointed under subsection (1) access to all books, docu
ments, cash and securi1Jies of the Committee, the Institute or the 
Council, as the case may be, and shall give to him on request 
all such information as may be within their knowledge in re
lation to the functioning of the Committee, the Institute or the 
Council, as the case may be. 

(3) The Committee may write off bad debts.

34. (1) The Committee shall, not later than six months after Annual re

the end of each calendar year, submit to the Minister a report port. 

containing -

(a) an account of the functioning of the Committee
and the Institute throughout the preceding
calendar year in such detail as the Minister
may d!i.rect;

(b) a statement of the accounts of the Committee
and the Institute relating to that calendar year
in accordance with section 33.

(2) The Institute shall provide the Commrittee with all
the information it may require to prepare the report referred 
to in subsection (1) and the auditor referred to in section 33(1) 
shall furnish the Committee with a copy of the statement of the 
accounts of the Institute audited iin accordance with section 33 
along with the report of audit of the accounts. 

(3) A copy of the report referred to in subsection (1)
together with the report of the auditor after audi:i.ting the ac
counts of the Committee and the Institute shall be laid before 
the National Assembly not later than nine months after the 
expiry of the calendar year to whti.ch they relate. 

35 .. (1) Where with the approval of the appropriate authority, s-u,rperain-
an officer - nuaticm 

(a) is seconded or temporarily transferred from his
pensionable office within the meanin of e

benefits. 
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Pensions Act to an office with the Committee, 

No. 9 of 

!Jl9'l)1 

the Institute, the Programmes Committee or 
the Council, section 5 of that Act shall apply 
to him as if his service in the offace with the 
Committee, the Institute, the Program.mes 
Committee or the Council, as the case may be, 
were service in a public office; 

(b) is transferred from a pensionable offiice Wlithin
the meaning of the Pensions Act to a substan
tive appointment in an office with the Com
mittee, the Institute, the Programmes Committee
or the Council, his service Wlith the Committee,
the Institute, the Programmes Committee or
the Council, as the case may be, shall be other
public servfce within the meaning of, and for
the purposes of, such provisions in relation
thereto as are contained rin the Pensions Act.

(2) Where a teacher who has done qualifying service
within the meaning of the Teachers' Pension Act, is with the 
approval of the appropriate authority, -

(a) seconded or temporarily transferred from his
pensionable office as a teacher to an offri.ce with
the Committee, the Institute, the Programmes
Committee or the Council, section 5 of the Pen
sions Act (as it applies mutatis mutandis to a
teacher under sect10n 7C of the Teachers' Pen
sions (Amendment) Act 1971) shall apply to him
as it applies in the case of a public officer;

(b) transferred from his pensionable office as a
teacher to a substantive appointment in an offri.ce
with the Committee, the Institute, the Pro
grammes Committee or the Council, his service
with the Committee, the Institute, the Pro
grammes Committee or the Council, as the case
may be, shall be treated. as if it were other
public service within the meaning of, and for
the purposes of, such provisions in relation
thereto as are contained in the Pensions Act and
as if he were a public officer to whom the
Pensions Act applies.

(3) In subsections (1) and (2) ''appropriate authority"
means a person or authority vested by law with power to ap
pOlint an oftiicer to the pensionable office held by him (and 
to whrich the Pensions Act applies) or to appoint a teacher to 
the office held by him as a teacher, as the case may be. 
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(4) The Committee may, with the approvar of the Minister,
make such provision as it thinks ftit for the payment of pen
stion, gratuity or other allowance, in respect of the service of 
the officers and other employees of the Committee or the In
stitute on their retirement therefrom. 

36. During any pemod when there is no member of the Pentorun-

Committee or the Appointments Commtittee in office or when ��:;�tio0�s or 

the number of members of the Committee or the Appointments c.ommme.e 

Committee in office is less than the number of members re- �lfi1!r in 
quired for a quorum for a meeting of the Committee or the oe.rtau.n 

Appointments Committee, the functions conferred on the Com- ca•ses. 

mli.ttee or the Appointments Committee, as the case may be, by 
the provisions of this Act, ·other than proVJisions which shall 
be inapplicable in any such case, shall be exercised and per-
formed by the Minister. 

37. (1) The Minister may make regulatJions for carrying Power to 
into effect the purposes of this Act. =fatio:is. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing,
the regulations made under subsection (1) may in particular 
provide for the procedure and business of the Commli.ttee, the 
Appointments Committee and the Council, including the quorum 
for their meetings and the intervals at which the meetings of 
the Committee and the Council shall be held. 

38. The Committee may, subject to thls Act and any� or
regulations made thereunder, make rules to provide for all or �0rz::�t:e 

any of the following matters - ni1es. 

(a) the regulation of the procedure and business
of the Committee, the Institute and the Pro
grammes Committee; 

(b) the charging of fees by the Institute for ser
vices rendered by the Institute; 

(c) the charging of fees and royalVies under section
19(1); 

(d) generally for the exercise of its functions.

39. The Board of Agriculture, established under the RepeaJ of 
Board of Agriculture Act, is hereby dissolved and the Board ::r�a��e
of Agriculture Act is hereby repealed. Act, cap. 

68:,02, 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

The Bill seeks to set up an Agricultural Research Committee, a 
Nationail Agricultural Research Institute of Guyana and an Agricultural 
Research Advisory Council. 
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2. The functions of the National Agricultural Research Institute
of Guyana are proposed to be -

(a) to advise on, and develop, appropriate systems to pro
mote balanced, diversified and sustained agricultural
development and optimise agricultural production through
adaptive and investigative research;

(b) ,to faoilitate the use of improved production technology
by, and establish adequate feed back systems from, agri
cultural procedures in order to achieve and maintain
national se;f-sufficiency and export capacities in food and
fibre.

3. The main £unctions of the Agricultural Research Committee,
as proposed, are to advise the Minister on matters of policy relating to 
agricultural research and to supervise and control the functioning and 
activities of the National Agricultural Research Institute of Guyana. 
That Committee will have among its members representatives of the 
University of Guyana, and the Institute of Applied S0ience and Techno. 
:ogy, organisations of agriculturists and scientists and such other persons. 
The Secretary-General of the National Science Research Council is em-
powered to nominate two members of the Committee. 

4. The Agricultural Research Ad�isory Council will consist of
members from among persons having practical experience or academic 
qualii\ications in matters relating to agriculture. The main functions of 
that Council, as proposed, wFl be to advise, the Minister on matters 
relating to agricultural research referred to it by him, and the Committee 
on matters regarding which the Committee may seek tits advice. 

5. The Agricultural Research Committee is required to function in
co-operation with the National Science Research Council. It tis intended J 
that its members should be represented on the Agricultural Committee 
of the National Science Research Council. ' The Committee and the In-
stitute are to be guided by the National Science Policy formulated by 
the National Science Research Council so far as it relates to agricultural 
research. 

6. Provisions are also proposed to be made in respect of con-
nected matters like the appointment of staff and funds and resources. 
Provision enablii.ng the Institute to charge, with the approval of the 
Minister, fees for any services rendered by it, is proposed to be made. 
It is also proposed to empower the Institute to accept grants, gifts, 
bequests and donations, but where these are received from any indivtidual 
resident outside Guyana or any body of persons having its headquarters 
outside Guyana approval by the Minister will be required for the Institute 
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to recmve the same. Provision ds also proposed to be made to confer 
on the Institute proprietary rights in respect of discoveries and inven
tions made by the Institute or by any of its officers or other employees 
or agents in the course of the performance of its functions under the 
Blill. These discoveries and inventions could, as proposed, be made 
available to the public on payment of fees or royalties. Expenses pro
perly incurred in relation to the Institute are to be made from the funds 
and resources of the Committee and all the monies received by the In
stitute are to be paid into the funds of the Committee. The Government 
will be providing the Committee with monies by way of grant or loan. 
Expenses properly incurred in relation to the Council are to be met 
from the Consolidated Fund. 

7. As a consequential measure the Board of Agriculture Act is
proposed to be repealed. 

(Bill No. 16/1984) 

(A. 30/50/0) 

H. D. Hoyte,
Prime Minister. 
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