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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the Municipal and Distrfot Councils Act and Jthe Local 
Authorities (Postponement of Elections) Act and to validate certain acts of 
councillors. 

A. D.:..!!,88 Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

Short tltle. 1. This Act may be cited as the Local Government•Enact-
ments (Amendment) Act 1986. 

PART I 

AMENDMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT COUNCILS ACT 

· Amendment 
of section 2 
of the 
Municipal 
and District 
Councils Act. 
Cap. 28:01 

2. Section 2 of the Municipal and District Councils Act is
hereby amended -

(a} by the substitution, for .the full stop at the end of the 
definition 0f the expression "vice-chairman", of a 

' ' 

senu-colon; and 

(b) by the insertion, after the definition of the expression
''vice-chairman", of the following definition -

1 "year" in Part II means a period of twelve 
months and _in other Parts the calendar year.'. 

Amendment O , 3. Section 10 of the Municipal and District Councils Act is
�� ig�tton 1 hereby amended by the substitution, for the words "the first day ot
Mu

;u�rs��ct January following \lpoil their eleciion, at the expiration Of which they
c':iunclls Act. shall retire", of the words "the first day of the mon�h following upon
Cap, 23:ot their election but, the Mayor or Deputy'Mayor shall, notwithstanding



a 

the expiry of his term of office, continue to hold office until his suc
cessor enters upon office". 

4. Section 12 (1) of the Municipal and District Councils� Act !f::!�4:inta
is hereby amended by the substitution for the words "the 16th day of� !� a1 December" of the words "the �enth day after such declaration" and an':i tf'strict 
for the words "the said day" of the words "the date of expiration of Counc� Act. Cap. 28.01 
the term of office of the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor then in office". 

5. Section 22 of the Municipal and District Councils Act is !f::::04:int

22 

hereby amended by the Substitution, for the word "year", wherever it :J .!r� . 1 occurs, of the words "financial year". .;d bis�ricl 
Councils Act. Cap. 21!:01 

6. Section 23 of the Municipal and District Councils Act is Amendment 
. . of section 23 b reby amended 10 the following respects - of the 

Municipal 
( ) . b . (l) b h d l . 

( h d and District a m su section , y t e e etton o all t e wor s councils Act. 
beginning with "at elections" and ending with "De- Cap. 2S:Ol 
cember", by the substitution, for the full stop at the 
end, of a colon and by the insertion after the colon 
of the following proviso -

"Provided that the interval between two 
elections of City Councillors shall not exceed 

three years."; 

(b) by the insertion after subsection (1) of the following
subsection as subsection (IA) -

--(IA) Elections of City Councillors shali 
shall be held on such day as the Minister 
may by order appoint." . 

7. Section 24 of the Municipal and District Councils Act is Amendment 
hereby amended by the substitution, for all the words beginning with of secUon K 

''1st day" to the end of the section, of the words "day after the declara- �u:C1pal 
tion, under section 101 of the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, of ���n�i1:t1�\. 
the election results for the City, but the City Councillors shall, not- Cap. 28:0l 
withstanding the expiry of their term of office, continue to hold office 
until their successors enter upon office.". 

8. Section 31 of the Municipal and District Councils Act is Am h b ded · h f 11 · endment ere y amen m t e o owmg respects - of �ectlon a1 
of the 
Municipal 

(a) in subsection (1), by the deletion of all the words and District 
b . . . h " I . ,, d. . h "De Councils Act. egmnmg wit at e ecttons and en mg wit - Cap. 28:01 
cemb.er,", by the s bstitution for ·the full top at ,the 
end of a colon and by the insiertion after the colon 
of the following proviso -
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"Provided that the interval between two elections 
of Town Councillors shall not exceed three years."; 

(b) by the insertion after subsection (1) of the following
subsection as subsection (IA) -

"(IA' Elections of Town Councillors shall be
held on such day as the Minister may by order
appoint."

.Amendment 9. Section 32 of the Municipal and District Councils Act is
0� �tction 32 hereby amended by the substitution, for ,the words beginning with the
�uniclpal "1st day" to the end of the section, of the words "day after the declara
�!�ng�

t

1°it. tion, under section 101 of the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, of 
cap. 28=01 the election results of the Tow11, but the Town Councillors shall. not-

withstanding the expiry of their te.rm of office, tontinue to hold office 
until ·their successors ienter upon office.". 

?en�ent 10. Section 33A of the Municipal and District Councils Act is 
�As�c, 'll:e hereby amended in the following respects -
Municipal 
and District 
goun��-otct. (a) in subsection (1), by the deletion of all lthe words

ap. · bep;inn'ng with", at elections" and ending with "De
cember,", by the substitution, for the full stop at the 
end, of a colon and by the insertion after the colon 
of the following proviso -

"Provided that the interval between two elections
of town councillors of any such town council shall 
not exceied three years.": 

(b) by the insertion after subsection (I) of tne following
subsection as subsection OA) --

••(A) Elections of town councillors of any 1own · 
council constituted under section 33 shall be held 
on such day as the Minister may by order appoint."; 

(c) in subsection (3), by the substitution, for the words
beginning with "1st January" to the end of the
subsection, of the words "day after the declaration, 
under section 101 of th,3 Local Authorities (Elections)
Act, of the ielection results of the town, but the 
town councillors shall, notwithstanding the expiry
of their term of office, continue ,to· hold offio� until
their sucoessors enter upon office.".



PARTD 
A,MENDMENT. OF THE '':,OCAL AUl'IIORITIES 

\ ' 

',(P6STP()NltMENT OF m.ECTIONS) ACT · ' 1 I: The �l A��ritles, (Pdstpc,�ement of .E:l�io�) Att Subatt�on.is hereby amended wHh t/:tect frotti '.31st OctC,bet, 1980,·by the re-peal:f ::,Oi!,�of secti�ri 6 and by ithe sub�t,iQ�\�Jlh� {ollowing se-:::H::>n -·tb,refor - ti�=: .
mem of 
Elect.ionaJ) 
Act. Cap. ,·liJ:os, j-:=,�::,�n({(l) . !Part 11 shall cease to be in. operation, ill rel�ti�n i., , \ �r.,

itl"art II. to-,,.,. (a)· any local authority, b:ing:Jhc Oty (;ouncil or, · the Town Council as o.,,"".fined . in section 2 ofcap. 'd:01 ,the Municipal and District Councils Act Or a town coundl establishei:i under �tion ,33 � ,that Aot, with. effect from th� ·dat,cr on whig di:cl:airation of the results of the first e�ions, after. the c�ming in operation of the Local Government Enactments (Amendment) ·Act, 1986, of' councillors of tJlat local authority .is made under section 101 of the Local Authori� . ,Cap. 211:� (Elections) Act�· (b) any other local · authority 1baV>ing jutisdiction .. over any local government area. with"effcct from the date on which the whole or part of the Cap. 11:11. nrovjsions of the Munieioal and District Councils Act relating to district councils, or of the Cap, 11.-oa Local GO\,'ernment Aot relating,to village councils, �se to apply to that local government area by virtue of an order made under � 12 « · section 12 of tire Local Democratic OrgartsAc�. (2) On the ceasing of operation" of Part II, sect,ion 54 Cap.of the lnt�or�tation, aQd.,:Qeneral Qau�, Act shaU apply to, a.nd in;Jela.tfon. to, the cesser as if :Part n. were repealed . . bY. a, .wrf�n. \aw. > 

\1 ) "'· ' , ' ', . . , '(�) ' Not�thstanding the cc,aslng . of . operation of . Part 
JI in relati9n to any l�l ·authority r*n:,oo to in subsecJion Jl?(a),. the �rsons who were councillors of that localauthonity . 'llJlllJ�1a.tely . before, �irti, ·JI· �ascd. to. ,J,e · i11 . ,operation in �lation to thaf local authority, sliall continue . in office as SUfh until their snco�sors elected at the elections referred to in s&tbsection (1) enter upon office. 

Z:01 
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{4) Notwithstandinr anything to .the contr�ry in se<;tion 
3(.:), for the purposes of th: holding of thte ftrst elections. 
after the coming into operation of the Local Government 
Enactments (Amendment) Act 1986, of councillors of any 
local authority, the applicable provisions of ,the Principal 
Acts shall apply thereto subject, however, to such modifi
cations and adaptations thereof as may be specified by the 
Minister by ord1er made under this section if he considers 
it necessary or expedient for the purpose." . 

.. PARTm 

VALIDATION 

Validation. 12. (1) No councillor, who would have continued in office ·had
section 11 of this Act been enacted on or before 31st October 1980, 
shall be deemed to have V1acated his sea,t aft·er that date only on 
account Q.f t� expiry of ,the term of his office, and all acts dom, 
or purported to ,be done, during the period commencing on 1st 
Noviember, 1980 and ending on the date of the enactment of this 
Act by every local authority and the councillors thereof holding office 
on 31st October, 1980 and their successors in office pursuant to the 
enactment by or under which that local authority was constituted,

shall be deemed to be, and always to have been, lawfully and validly 
done and ,every local authority and the councillors thereof are hereby 
discharged and indemnified against all persons from all legal proceed
ings in respect of. or consequent on, such acts. 

(2) All eI,ections, to choo9e Mayors, Deputy Mayors, chairmen,
vire-chairmen and deputy chairmen of local authorities, held during 
the aforesaid period shall be deemed to be, and always to havie been, 
validly held. 

(3) In this section the expressions "councillor" and "local
authority" have thie meanings assigned to ,them in the Local Authority 

Cap. 28:06 {Postponement of Elections) Act. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

Part I of this Bill seeks ·to amend the Municipal and District Councils 
Acts, Ca�. 28:01, so �s to rem�ve the rigidity of .the provisions therein requiring 
that ekcttons to the City Council for Georgetown and the town councils for New 
Amsterdam and othter towns should be held between 1st November and 7th 
December and ·10 enable the Minister to appoint by order the day on which 
the aforesaid elections shall he held. (clauses 6, 8 and 10) 



·2. �uential amendmen;s are sought to b:e' made in re,,pect,of �tions
of Mayors and Deputy Mayors of the City of -Georgetown aJi4 ot&r toyms. __ 

' ' . ' 

3. Part n of the Bill seeks- itp _ amend - th9"'Local Authorities-. (Postpos:ement - _
of Electio�.Aot; Cap. :28:06, w' as to pro� for tl)e1 cesser of ils operati.oh 
in relation to the City Council· for Georgetown and the 'town councils for Ne,.W · 
Amsterdam and other towns with effect from the date on which' t� results of '
the elections to ,those bodies - are declared anq iµ rielation, to other Jocal autho� 
ties with effect from tfut date specified fu an �rder under � 12 6f � ·Local 1Democratic Or�\ Act, (No. -12 of 1980) - · · - · 

- ',;·f\-',:)· -� 1 ' 

-

•• 

· . , 4. Part -III seeks to--validate acts by locat authorities af• .the expiry of .,t�-
rerm. of office of lheir -c!ouncillor;s. 

(Bill No. 15/1986) 

 leffrey R. Thomas: 
Minister of Regional Developnwirt. 
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