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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend certain enactments 

A,n, 1989 Enacted by the Parliament of GuyaI11a .-

short t1t1e, 1. This Act may be cited as the Miscellaneous Enact-

ments (Amendment) Act 1989. 

Amendment 2. The enaietments specified in the first column of the
0.!zia��e�� Schedule are hereby amended in the manne!l" specified in the 

'corresponding entry in the second ool�n of that Schedule. 

SCHEDULE Section 2 

Enactments Amendments 

---------------

Summary Jurisdiction 
(Appeals) Act, 
Cap. 3:04 

Section 9Cl) 

Summary Jurisdiction 
(Procedure) Act, 
Cap. 10:02 

Section 37 

Section 38 

After "severe" insert "or unduly lenient". 

After "exceeding" insert "seven thousand". 

For the words beginning with "where the sum'' 
and ending with "six months" substitute -

"where the sum of money ad
judged to be paid by an order 
exceeds $100.00 but do.es not 

the period shall not 
,exceed -

does not .exceed $100.00 

tweilty-one. days: 
exceed $150.00 

ten days; 

twenty-one days; 

•



Enactments 

Section 61 (1) 

The Proviso 

Exchange Control Act. 
Cap. 86:01 
FIFfH SCHEDULE 
PART II 

Paragraph 1 
Subparagraph 3 (a)

Subparagraph 3 (b) 

Paragraph 2 
Subparagraph 5 

Amendments 

exceeds $150.00 but does not 
exceed $750.00 

six weeks, 

exceeds $750.00 but do.� not 
exceed $4000.0()1 

three months. 

exceeds $4000.00 but does not 
exceed $7500'.oo 

five months, 

exceed $7500.00 
nine months.'' 

For ''three years" sub'litute "five years" and for 
"four thousand" ub t.itute '·fifteen thou and" 

For "and to imprisonment for two years" substitute 
"together with imprisonment for three years". 

For "and to imprisonment for four year " subc;titute 
"together with imprisonment for six years". 

After subiparagiraiph (4) insert the following sub
paragraph as subparagraph (5) -

• :-: • .- ! I : 

"(5) In any proceedings for an off enC'e 
punishable under this Act or the 

cap, 112:01 Custow..s Act wher:e the offence 
is concerned with any gold, 
foreign currency, cheque or 
security it shall be p,esumed, 
Ullltil the contrary ls p:roved, 
that --1.. 

(a) the said gold -

(i) 
. : �::< • ··)L ... ,"'J � 

where it is a coin, is 
geb.uine legal tender 



Enactments 

Medical Service 
Ordinance, 
Oap. 134 of 1953 ed. 

Section _16(1) 
Paragraph ( c) 

Section 20 

Public Health 
Ordinan� 
Caip. 145 of 1953 ed. 

Section 22(1) 
Pm-agraph (b) 

Section 22(2) 
( l ,.r· > :· .r . 

4 

Amendments .• 

validly issu'ed in the 
ooun�ry of issue by the 
duly authorised person 
or authority appearing 

on !the face th_ereof; 

(ii) where it is bullion, is
genuine;

(b) the said currency is genuine
leg1iail tender validly issued
in the dOuntcy of issuie by
the duly authorised person

or authority appearing on
the face thereof;

(e) � said chequie or security
is valid."

For "three'' substitute "five". 

For "three" substitute "four". 

For the full stop at the end substitute a colon 
and insert t�e following proviso -

"Provided that where the suspected infectious 
disease is the dJisease Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), any notice or 
certificate mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) shall 

.be sent to the Minister and to no other person.". 

For· "'a penalty not exceeding ten dollars'' 
substitUJte -

"(j) where the infectious disease is the 
disease Acquired Immune D'eficiency 

' 



Enactments 

Maritime Boundaries 
Act, 
Act No. 10 of 1977

Section 24(A) 

5 

AMENDMENTS 

Syndrome (AIDS), a fine noit exceeding 
five thousand dollars and imprisonment 
for not more than three years; 

(ii) where �he infectious disease is a disease
other than Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS), a fine not exceeding
five thousand dollars or implisonment
fo:r; not more than three years".

Insert af.1::er section 24 the following section as 
section 24A -

''Prohtbtt1on 24A. (1) An owner or person in 
of sale er 

h , f th purchase of C arge O , or any O er person On, a 
tish at sea. fishing boat engaged in fishing in the 

fishery zone or in the territorial sea 
shall not sell or otherwise transfer 
possession of the whole or part of the 
catch of fish of such boat before the 
boat moors ait a wharf, fishing dock or 
landing place -

(a) in any river or creek
in Guyana flowing into
the Atlantic or in any
river or creek flowing
into a river or creek
flowing into the At
lantic;

(b) on the Atlantic coast
of Guyana; or

(c) on thhe coast on any
island forming part of
Guyana.

(2) Any person who contravenes
the provisions of subsection

(1) shahll be liable on
summary conviction to a

17 



Enactments 

6 

Amendments 

fine of two hundred 
thousand dollars and to 
imprisonment for five years, 
and the court, on convict
ing any person under this 
subsection, shall order the 
forfeiture of the fishing 
hoat in relation to which 
the offence was committed. 
togetber wtih all fishing 
gear, net, line, stake, in-
strument, appliance and 
fish on ihe aforesaid fish
ing boat. 

(3) An owner or person in
charge of, or any other
person on, a. boat (whether
or not it is a fishing boat)
shall not buy, or otherwise
obtain possession of tlre
whole or part of the catch
of fish of a fishing boat
where the sale or- other-
wise transferring posses-
sion, of such fish shall
constitute a contravention
of subsection (1).

(4) Any person who buys Oil", 

otherwise acquires posses
sion of, any fish in con
travention of subsection
(3) shall be liable on
summary conviction to a
fine of two hundred
thousand dollars and to
imprisonment for five years
and the court, on convicting
any person under this sub
section, shall order the
forfeiture of the boat in
which anv quantity of
fish was found as a con
sequence of buyini;, or
otherwise obtaining posses-



Enactments 

Section 27 (4)

Section 27 (7) 

Section ,28A

7 

Amendments 

sion of, such fish in con
travention uf subsection 
(3), together with all fish
ing gear, net, line, stake; 
instrument, appliance and 
fish on the aforesaid boat. 

(5) In a case where the owner or person in
charge of a boat is charged with an offence 
against subsections (3) and (4), and it is proved 
thac any quantity of fish was found on the boat 
while 1t was in the territorial sea or fishery 
zone, "i:.he burden of proving that the fish on the 
boat was lawfully acquired shall be on the owner 
or person in chairge of the boat. 

(6) In this section -

(a) "boat" includes -

(b) 

(i) any vessel or ship; or

(ii,) any other craft used, or which can
be used, for transporting men, 
anima�s or goods on the sea, river 
or any other water course; 

"wharf" means a wharf, a fishing doC'k 
or landing place appointed by the 
Minister by 

notice in the Gazette as a place where 
fish, being the catch of any boat, may 
be discharged." . 

For "net" substitute ''fishing gear, net". 

For "n.et" wherever it occurs substitute "fishing 
gear, net'' and in paragraph (a) for the words 
"disposed of in such manner as the court may 
/think fit" substitute "forfeited to the State". 

Insert after section 28 the following section as 
section 28A -

"c.h1hef
r1 

28A. Subject to the approval oif the Pre-
Fis e es . hi l b . 'fi d omcer may s1dent (w i::h approva may e s1gm e 
���\hi�g 

br general directions. t� the Ch!ef Fish-
seized, enes Officer) and nocw1thstandmg any-

19 
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Enactments 

Acquisition of 
Lands (Not 
Beneficially Occupied) 
Act 1984 

Act No. 2 of 1984 
Section 2 

8. 

Amendments 

thing contained in this Part, the Chief 
F'isheries Officer may restore anything 
seized under this Act at any time prior 
•;o the comm:..ncement of proceed.ng;;: 
in any coi1rt against any person for an 
offence under this Act". 

In the definition of "land" after "includes" Insert 
"all buildings thereon and". 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

Section 9(1) of the Summary Jurisdiction ,Appeals) Act, Cap. 3:04, is 
sought to be amended to allow an appeal to be brought in a case where the 
sentence was unduly lenient. 

Section 37 of the Surr,mary Jurisdiction (Procedure) Act, Cap. 10.02, 
ls sought to be amended to increase from five hundred dollars to seven 
thousand five hundred dollars the fine which a court may impose in lieu 
of imprisonment. Section 38 sets out the scale of imprisonment which a 
person must serve for non payment of a fine. For instance when the sum 
of money adjudged to be paid by an order does not exc,eed $10.00 the period of 
imprisonment shall not exc,eed seven days. Because of the increased penalties to 
be effected by the Summary Jurisdiction (Offences) (A m e  n d m e n  t) 
Bill the present scale contained in section 38 afor,esaid is incongruous. 
It is therefore sought to substitute in section 38 a new scale of fines 
and imprisonment that is in harmony with the aforesaid increased 

penalties. Section 61(1) is sought to be amended to increase from :hree 
years to five years the term of imprisonment, and from four thousand ,to 
fifteen thousand dollars the fine which a court may impose wh,ere there is a 
summary trial of an indictable offence. 

Paragraph 1 of Part II of the Fifth Schedule to the Exchange Control 
Act, Cap 86:01, is sought to be amended to increase ,�he punishment for 
offences, including those in relation to gold, foreign currency; cheques 
and securities. It is also sought ':o insert a new subparagraph in paragraph 
2 of the said Part to provide that in proceedings concerned with gold, 
foreign currency, cheques and securities, :he said gold; foreign currency: 

�heques and securities shall be presumed to be genuine, until the contrary
1s proved. 
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Section 16 of the Medical Service Ordinance, Cap. 134, 1953 ed., is 
sought to be amended to increase the membership of the Medical Board from 
five to seven in an attempt to renaer the Board m:>re effective. A consequ�ntial 
amendment is sought to be made to section 20 the said Act. 

Section 22 of the Public Health Ordinance, Cap. 145, 1953, ed., is sought 
to be amended to provide for the notification of the disease AIDS to the M'nis:er 
and to provide for heavy penalties for failure to so no.ify this diseas,e or any other 
infectious disease. 

The Maritime Boundaries Act 1977 (No. 10 of 1977) is sought to oo amend
ed by the insertion of two new sections in, and by the am<Jr.dment of s,ection 27 
o� the Act. The new section 24A creates the specific offence of transferring
possession at sea of the catch of a fishing boat or the taking by anyone of
possession of the catch of the fising boa. before such boat reaches a whtrf, fish dock
or landing place in Guyana, as designated by the Minister. Section 27 of the
Act is sought to be amended to put it beyond doubt that where any boat, fishing
gear, net. line, stake, instrument or applianc.e is suspected to have been used in
the commission of any offence under the Act, a court convicting any person
therefor may order such boat, fishing gear, net, line, stake, instrum�nt or
appliance to be forfeited to the State. The new section 28A empowers the Chief
Fisheries Officer to restore, before the commencement of proceedings in any
court, anything seized in respect of offences under the Act.

Section 2 of th Acquisition of Lands (Not Beneficially Occunied) Act 1984 
(No. 2 of 1984) is sought to be amended to extend the definition of the term 
"land" to include all buildings thereon. 

{Bill No. 2/1989) 

K. S. Massiah, 
Attorney General, 

and Minister of Leg� 1 Affairs. 
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