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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the Election Laws !(Amendment) Act 1990. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

. 1. This Act, which amends the Election Laws (Amend-
ment) Act 1990, 'may be cited as the Election Laws (Amend
ment) (Na. 2) Act 1990. 

2. The short titre of the Principal Act as given
before the arrangement of sections and in section 1 is hereby 
amended by the substitution, for the words "Law& (Amend
ment)", of the words "Law (Reform)". 

;3. Sectfon 3 of the Principal Act is hereby amended 
in the foUowin� re15pects -

(a) by the deletion of subsections (1) and (2) and the
substitution therefor of the following sub
sections -

"(1) The Commissioner shall, as expeditiously 
as possible after the commencement of this 
Act, cause to be prepared an official list of 
electors for every polling division, and a non
residents' roll, with reference to the qualify
ing date which shall be 30th June, 1991. 

(2) The official list of electors and the non
residents' roll shall be prepared in accordance 
with l)�c;tj..on� 3A, 3B, 3C and 3D."; 

(b) in fiUbsection (3), ll:y the substitution, for the
words 'the year 1991", of the words "the year
1�92";

(c) by the deletion of /5Ul:}section (9) and the substitu-
tion therefor of the following subsection -

"(9) The official list of electors for any poll. 
ipg divifjion pregared under subsection (1), 
or last revi�ed u11der subsection (3), before 
th� date of µ.ny election to chqose the Presi
dent, the members of the National Assembly 
or the members of a regipnal democratic 
9puJ1cil shalt be the offieia! li�t Qf �lectors for 
the polling diyision for fiUCh el�ction; and 
the non-residents' roll prepared under sub-
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sect1on (1), or last revised under subsection 
(5), before the date of such election shall be 
the nonsre�i<;lents' roll for that election, and 
reference� in the Representation of the People 
Act to offieial list of electors and non-residents' 
r-gll 1>htill be construed acoordingly.". 

,

4. Tpe Principal A �t is her13by amended by the in- . Insertion. ot 
rt. ft t· � e f" · ti 

. . · new cections s� IOI)1 a. er 15ec :pn .. , c ,., , D11owing sec ons as sections,. 3A. CB. 3C, 

3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 3E anC: 3F - ��· ;�E t��d 

Registratiqn 
<if eJei:tors; 

Cap. 19·p8 

Cap, 19:0� 

�A. (l) Eyery divis10nal registrar shall, either 
by himself or officers appointed under sect!.on 4 
of the National Registration Act (hereinafter re
ferred tq 11s "enumerators"), by house to hous� 
yisitlj within the re�istration division assigned to 
Wm, Qbtain as far as practicaple the appl�cation 
for registration qf every 'Person, who is qualified 
for registration 13s ;m elector for election to the 
National As15emply apd is resident in that division, 
to have hi& name included in the official list of 
electors for the registration division. 

{�} E,egistratiol} of persons under subsection 
(1) shall pegin and end on such dates as may be
i,p��i.qeq. l:ly the mection& Commi:,sion.

(3) Sections 6 (6) and {7), 8, 10, 11, and 13
gf the N atiop.13l )1egi11tration Act shall · mutatis
mµtandis apply to, and in relation to, registration 
of electgrs under the preceding subsections . 

. (1 'J'hg Gommi�sjpner shall est:,blish a cen
tral register which �hall consist of the originals 
of the registration cards of all electors registered 
1ui.der this section or such copies thereof pre
nared in confprmity with section 7(1) of the 
·l'f ational R,egistratiori Act as made applicable by

u1:)15ection (3) tq reaiijtr�tion of electo·rs under this
sectipn,

(Q) Every registrar shall establish for each
r@gistraLon division in his registration district 
a divisional register which shall consist of the 
�uplicate registration cards of all electors regis
tered under this Eectfon as resident in that regis
tration diyision or such oth r copies thereof pre
p;;ired in CQnfonnity with section 7 (1) of the 
National Registration: Act as made appUcable by

Principal 
Act. 
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subsection (3) to registration of electors under 
this section. 

3B. (1) Within such time, after the date for the 
end of the registration of electors, as may be 
specified by the Elections Commission, the Com
missioner shall prepare a preliminary list in which 
he shall enter the full name, the address, the oc
cupation and the serial number of the registration 
card of every elector registered under section 3A. 

(2) Sections 14 (2) and 15 of the National
Registration Act and the regulations made under 
that Act shall mutatis mutandis apply to, and in 
relation to, the preliminary fast referred to in sub
section (1), claims and objections in respect of 
such preliminary list, certification and correction 
of the preliminary list as revised and other 
matters provided for in the aforesaid section 14 
(2) ,and 15, as if references therein to preliminary
list were references to the preliminary list pre
pared under subsection (1).

(3) The official list ·of electors for any poll
ing division shall be the preliminary list of elect
ors for the registration division, corresponding 
to the polling division, prepared under subsection 
(1) -

(a) as altered under section 15 (6) of
the National Registration Act, as
made applicable by subsection (2),
to give effect to claims and objec
tions finally determined before the
election day;

(b) with such modifications as may be
necessary pursuant to any altera·
tion thereto under section 8 of the
National Registration Act, as made
applicable by section 3A {3), prior
to compliance with section 34 (2) (a)
(iv) of the Representation of the
people Act in respect of the said
official list, for the purpose of
changing the registered address of
any elector's residence within Guy.
ana or the registered name or occu·
pation of any elector;
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(c) with such modificatio:1s as may be
necessary pursuant to the. c.mcella
tion of any elector's registratio:i
therein effected in contravention
of section 11 (1), or relating to an
elector who is dead, under section
8, of the National Registration Act
as made applicable by s�ction 3A
(3); and

(d) with such modifications as may be
necessary pursuant to any revision
under section 3D.

(4) In subsection (3) reference to a prelim'.
nary list is a reference to such list read in con
junction with any supplementary list prepared for 
a revision of that preliminary list pursu�nt to reg. 
ulations made under the National Registration 
Act for the purpose of showing th� alterations 
and modifications referred to in that subsection. 

3C. The non-residents' roll shall be pr:"par:d 
by the Commissioner in accordance with section 
44 (2) of the Representation of the People Act 
and the provisions of the National Registration 
Act referred to therein, with such modifications 
as may be necessary pursuant to any revision 
under section 3D and s::ction 45 of the Represen
tation of the People Act shall mutatis muta;idis

apply in relation to the d!splay of the non-resi
dents' roll so prepared. 

3D. (1) Where there is an inkrval of more than 
three months after the qualifying dat� with re· 
ference to which the official list of electors or 
the non-residents' ro�l is prepared und�r section 
3 (1) or is revised under section 3 (3) or (5), as 
the case may be, and the day appo:nted for the 
next election after that dat".:', the Ccmmission:r 
shall cause the official list of electors and non
residents' roll to be revised, in ;:iccnrdance with 
procedure established by the Elections Commis· 
sion by regulations, -

(a) by adding thereto the names of persons who
have or may become qualified for registration
as electors after the said qualifying date and

., 



Scrutineers 

6 

before tne day appointed for the election; 
and 

(b) by deleti.ng therefrom the names of persons
who arc registered as electors, but have
ceased to be qualified to be so registered
after the said qualifying date and before
such date, being a date prior to the date
appointed for the election, as may be speci
fied by the Elections Commission by notifica
tion in the Gazette.

(2) The revision of the official list of electors
and the non-residents' roll, under subsection 0), shall 
be by way of the annexation thereto of supplementary 
lists, in �uch form as may be determined by the Com
mi·ssioner, containing 1the changes determined under 
subsection (1). 

3E. (1) In connection with the preparation of the 
official list of electors under 'c.:tion 3 (1), every or
ganisation or group of persons, propo·sing to submit 
a list of candjdaites at the first election after the com
menoement of the Ele�tion Laws (Aniendment) (No. 2) 
Act 1990, may, by writing under the hand ·of such 
person as may b'e duly authorised by ,that organisation 
or group of persons (hereinafter referred to as the 
"authorised person"), appoint a chief scrutineer for the 
whole of Guyana, an assistant chief scrutineer for 
each rer(stration district and 0ne scrutineer for each 
registration division, and the appointment shall ter
minate on the date on which the preliminiary list as 
1-.::v;sed is pu bli!>hed under section 3B (2). 

(2) The Commissioner shall be given noitioe in
writing of the appointment of a person as scrutineer, 
by the author,ised person appointing him, and the 
Commissioner shall issue 11:o him an identification card, 
which shall be promptly surrendered by the scrutineer 
to the Commissioner on the termination of his appoint
ment; and peferences in the following subsections to a 
scrutineer shall, unl:::ss the context otherwise requires, 
be dxmed to be references to a person appointed as 
a scrutineer under subsection (]) and to whom an 
identification card has been issued by the Com
missioner. 
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(3) The authorised person that appointed a
scrutineer may revoke the appo:ntment, and intimate 
to the Commissioner and the scrutineer of such revoca
tion and on the receipt of the intimation of such re
vocation the scruitneer shall promptly surrender to 
the Commissioner the identification card issued to 
him under subsootion (2). 

(4) Where a crutineer is, in the opittion of the
Commissioner, guilty of misconduct, the Commissioner 
shall direct the scrutineer 1to surrender the identifica
tion card issued to him, whereupon the scrutineer 
shall promptly surrender to ,the Commissi'Oner the iden
tification card issued to him under subsection (2). 

(5) A scrutineer for any registration division -

(a) may inspeot any of the following documents,
whether completed or not, in the p::issession of
the divisional registrar of the registration division
for which he Js appointed, and may ivake copies
or take extracts ther of -

(i) applications for registration as electors and

registraition cards; or

(ii) copies of notices issued to applicants for
rregistration as electors, disallowing the
appli at ions for registration;

(b) shall have no right, by virtue oE his appointment
as a crutineer, to visit any house or the premises
thereof, but subject to the above may accompany
an enumerator, while the enumerator is perform
ing his duties under this Act, in the registration
division for which th., scrutineer i appointed
and shall be entitl1ed to receive from the
enumerator as soon as may be after he has
obtained any application for the registration of
an elector the particulars given by the elector;

(c) may submit to the registrar, having jurisdiction
over the registration division for which he is
appointed, claims for listing any elector who is
entitled to be so listed, and is resident in that
registration division, or objections to the listing
of any person as resident in that registration
division.
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(6) Where a claim i'i submitted by a scrutineer
to have the name of any person included in the official 
list of electors, the scrutineer and such person shall 
both be deemed to be parties to the claim and where 
a sL:rutinecr submits an objection, he shall be deemed 
to be a party to the objection .. 

(7) A chief scruti.neer shall in respect of the
whole of Guyana, and an assistant chief scru.itneer 
shall in respect of the registration district for which 
he is appointed, be entitled to perform all the func
tions, and shall hav.e all the rights, of a scrutineer and, 
subject to the above, refcrenc�s in this Act to a 
scrutincer shall be deemed to include references to the 
chief scrutineer and every assistant Chief suutineer. 

(8) A scrutmecr shall not interfere with the per
formance, by any permn referred to in section 4 of 
the National Registrotion Act, of his functions or ob
strnct any such person from the performance of his 
functions. 

(9) Where a scrutineer, having become liable
to surrender t,;:> the Commissioner the identification 
card issued to him under subsection (2), without 
reasonable cause refuses or fails to surrende.r the same 
in a�cordance with sub-:,.:!ction (2), (3) or (4), or re
presents that he is a scrutineer or performs or attempts 
or purporl-s to perform any of the functions of a 
scrutineer or contravenes su bscction (8), he shall be 
liable, on summary conviction, to a fine of five 
thousand dollars and to imprisonment for six months. 

3F. Persons, whose names are included in the 
orr;cinl list of electors for a polling division, or in the 
non-residents' roll shall be s-sued identification cards 
by the Commissioner and section 12 of that Act shall 
apply in respect of the issue of such identification 
cards as if that person has been registered under the 
aforesaid Act.··. 

5. Section 13 of the Principal Act is hereby amended
by the re-numbering of it as subsection (1) thereof and by the in
sertion, after subsection (]) as so re-numbered, of the following 
subsection a<J suhsectio'1 (2) -

" C� SJojc_t to s:1bscc:tion (I) and the preceding pro
Cat-, 19:0s visions of this Act, the provisiom: of the National Re

gistration Act, other than the provisions thereof referred 



• ¥ 9 
to ii} s�c�ons}J\(3) anc;l qB;(2);_ shaJl mutat�s mtdandis . 

1 
· ·lt. ,�, I!· app�y to, and:iri,�elation to; tpe regist.ration 

I
f: el�c�Qrs, 

, . preparation: of preliminary 1i�t , claill)s and obj•ect1ons, 
···; : 1 

• • appeals from decisions in respect of claim -and .01?iecti90&,
and all other matters dealt \Mith in the precediJg sections 

. of thi Act or connected therewith, and offences and··•·· 
_'_p�naJtie.s r_elaiti11gJq ffny such matter, in he same manner 

1' ;:,•,·.' ''as th�y apply ',t9.. ·ana in relation to, the regi tration of 
persons"and 'the' prcp:i.ration of a central register under 

Cap, 19:08 the National Registration Aot.". 

6. The National Registration AoL is hereby amended in
the following respects -

(a) in sections 19 (2), 20 ( l )  and (2), 21, 22, 23 J) ,nd
(2), 25 (3) and (4), and 27, by the substitution of
words "tiive thousand dollars" for the words "two
'hundred and fif.ty dollar ";

(b) in section 24, by the substitution of the words "two
thousand dollar,s" for the word "one hundred
dollars";

(c) in section 26. -

(ii) by the insertion of the words "; or appointed
as a scrutmeer," afaer thv words "section 3
or 4";

(ii) by the substitution of the words "five thous
•and dollars" for the words "two hundred and
fifty dollars".

7. The preliminary list prepared and affixed by the Com-
missioner under ections 14 and 15 of the National Registration 
Act, pursuant to thv direction given by the Elections Commission · 
on 2nd Octooer, 1990, i hereby annulled. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

: '

:1 r,\ · 

Amendment or the 
National 
Registration Act. 
Cap, 19:08 

Annulment 
of 
prelimlnar:-t 
list. 

TL1is Bill seek-:: to amend the Ele.::trior1 Laws CAmendment) Act 1990 (No. 
25 of 1990) m as to make pt1ovi&:·0n for the preparation of the official list of 
elector by obtaining applications for regtistration of elector, by house to house 
vi its. Proviision has also been made for crutineers. 

2. The Bill al o eeks to increase the fiines prescribed by the provisions of
the Na-monal Registration Act, Oap. 19:08, iin view of the loss in the value of 
-Guyana dollar. 
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3. The Bill seeks to annul <the preliminary list prepareed and affixed by the
Commissioner of Registration under sections 14 a'lld 15 of the National Regis
tratr:m A!:;t, Cap. l 9:08. onr�uant to the direi:tion gj\nen by the Elections Com
mission on 2nd October, 1990,: 

K. S. Massiah, 
Attorney,General and Minister 
of Legal Affairs. 
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