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REPUBLIC BILL, 1970,

Arrangemest of Bections,

Section ' -
1. Short title and commencement.
2, Interpretation.
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3 Continuance in operation of existing laws.
4. Prerogatives and privileges,
s. Legal preceedings and other matters.
6. Succession. to property,
7. Rights, labilities and obligations,
8 Repeal of section 10 of the Guyana Independence Order,
1966.
A BILL

Intituled

AN ACT to make provision censequential upon Guyana becoming a
Republic.

Enacted by the Farliament of Guyana:i—

i. - This Act may be cited as the Republic Act, 1970, and shall
oome into operation on 23rd February, 1970.

2. In this Act, unless the contexi otherwise requires
“the appointed day” meahs 23rd February, 1970;
“the Constitution” means the Constitution of Guyana;

“emstmg laws” means all liws in force in, or otherwise hay-
ing effect as part of the law of, Guyana immediately be-
fore the appomted day; ‘

“the Commonwealth” has the - same meaning as in the
Constitution;

“the State” means the State of Guyana.

3. (1) ANl existing Jaws shall confinue to have effect as part of
the law of Guyana on and after the appointed day but all such faws
shall, as from that day, be censtrued with such modificatiens, adapta-
tmnb, qualifications and exceptions as may be necessary to brmg them
into conformity with the Constitution.

(2) The President may, by order, made at any time before 23rd
February, 1972, make such amendments to any existing law as may
appear to him to be necessary or expedient for bringing that law into
conformity with the Constitution, without prejudice, hewever, to any
powers conferred by any law upon any other person or authority to
amend any existing law.

(3) Anything done under any existing law before its amend-
ment by or under this section which would, but for this subsection,
cease by virtue of that amendment to have effect, shall continue to
have. effect as if done under that law-as ELN amended.

(4) in the precedimg subsection, “amendment” includes modi:.
fication, adaptation or other alteration. resuired . by, subsegtion (1) of
this section.
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~(85) Witheut . prejudice to the generality of the preceding sub-
sections, and subject tb any order made under subsection (2) of this
section, in any ekistimg law which continues in force after the appointed
day er in any public document, in relatiehsts any time or any heriod
commencing on or after the appointed day, unless the.iontext other-
wise requires — . «

(a) any teference to Her Majesty the Queen (whether or not
that expression is used) or to the Crown, in respett ef
Guyana, shall be read and construed as if it were a refer-
ence to the Siate;

(b) any reference.tp the Governor-Genergl  (including refer-
ences to the ‘Governer of the former, colony .ef British
Guiana and the Governor-in-Council, which by reason of
any law in force immediately prior to 23rd February, 1970,

_are to we read and construed as references to the: Gever-
nor-General) shall be read and censtrued as:if it were ia
reference to the President!

(¢} any reference to cfown land or crown forest ghali b8 fead
ard construed as a reference to State land ef ‘State forest.
respectively;

{(d) any reference to colony land shall be read and construed
as a reference s Government land; and

(e) any.reference to Her ‘Majesty’s dominions shall be vead
and censtrued as a reference to the Commonwealtd ™

4.{1) Wheré ‘under any existing law any prerogative or privilege
is vested in Her Majesty the Queen or the Crown in respect pi Guyana
that. prerogative or* privilege ‘shall, on the appointed day, vest in the
State :&nd, subject to the’ previsions of the Cénstitutiod or huy other
i law, the President shall have power to do all things nécessiry for the
" exercise theresf, '

(2) Wheére undei any .existing law any rights, pewers; privileges,
duties or-functions are vested in or imposed on the Governor-General,

Prarogatives
and pri-
vileges,

those rights, powers, privileges, duties and functions shall, on the-

appomted day, vest ip.and be exercisable by the-Prosident.

.

5 {1) Any criminal preceedings pending in any court immediately
before the appointed day in which - Her Majesty the Queen is a:party
in respect of Guyana, may be continued after the appointed day with
the substitutien of the State as a party.

(2) Where any mattér or thing nas been commenced efore the
appointed day hy the Governor-General in exercise of any power in that
behalf under existing law, such matter or thing sy be continued and
completed by the President on or after the appointed day,

6, (1) AN propérty which, immediately before the appointed day,-
s vested in Her Majesty or the Governor-General fer the purpeses of
he Governmant of Guyana shall, on the appointed day. vest in the
itate.
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(2) Any property which, immediately before the appointed day
is liable to eschreat or to be forieited ‘to Her Majesty for‘the purpose
iof the Government of (uyana, shall, from the appointed day, be liabl
40 escheat or to be fotfeited to the State.

(3) Where, xmmedxately kefore the appointed day, any perso
holds any preperty in irust for Her Majesty or for the Governor
General for the purposes of the Government of Guyana, that person shall
from the appointed day, huold sach property on the Jike trust for fhe
State.

7.{1) All rights, liabilities and obligations of Her Majesty i
respect oi the Government of Guyana, shall on and aftér the appointe
day, be rights, liabilities and obligations of the State,

(2y All rights, Habilities and obligations of the Governor
Genera) or the holder of any other office urider the Ciown in respec
of the Government of Guyana, shall, en and after the appointed day
be rights, liabilities and obligations of the President of of the holder of
that office, as the case may be, sn behalf of the State.

" £3) In thig section, rights, liabilities and obligations include
rights, liabilities and obligations arising frem centract or.stherwise, other
than rights mentiened in sections 4 and 6 of this Act.

8. Section 10 of the Guyana Independence Order 19éf
(which makes provision for certaim appeals to Her Majesty in Coumcil),

indepcnderce in so far as it forms part of the faw of Guyana, is hercby repealed.

Ol
5.1 1966/575.

ENPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill secks to make provision for the adaptation and medific-
atien of existing laws camequent upon Guyana becmmng a Repuyblic
on 23rd Febroary, 1970.

“This Bill also seeks to repeal section 10 of the Cuyana Indepen-
dence Ocder, 1966 which makes provision for certain appeals to Her
Majesty in Council.

! S. 8. RAMPHAL,
Attorney General and Minsster of State.

(Bitt No. &/1970).



