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A BILL 

Intituled 

An Act to provide for the imposition and collection in Guyana of a tax 
on travel tickets used for ,the purpose of travel origiinating from 
Guyana,. 

Enacted by the Parl!iament of Guyana: -

1. This Act may be oited as the Travel Voucher Tax Act 1973
and shall come iinto opera'tlion on sudh day as the Minister may, by 
order, appoint. 

2. (1) In ,this Act -

"carrier" and ",immigration officer" have the respective 
meanings assigned to them in section 52A of the Tax 
Ordinance; 

"charterer" means rt!he person wlho.seUs, or otherwise dis
poses for ,the benefit of pel'SOns in Guyana, 1!he ,a¥aiilable 
passenger seats on an aircraft engaged in a charter flight; 

"dharter fJigg:i_t" means a £light from Guyianra. by an aircraft 
on a journey to a paritiicu1ar place ou't!Side Guyana not 
bcing ipart of a scheduled joumey between Guyana and that 
place, and the passengers seats of whioh aircraft are allocat
ed only to it.he carriage of ,persons aind their baggage from 
Guyana to that place; ,.. 

"Commissioner" means the Commissioner charge with 1lhe 
administratiion of 1!he Income Tax Ordinance; 

"scheduled journey" means one of a series of journeys 
which are undertaken between 1ihe same two places and 
whidh togetiher amount to a systematic seNice operated iq 
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,such a manner that the beneffi.ts thereof are avaiilable to 
members of tlhe pu1Wic from time to tilne seeking to take 
adv,an:ttage of it; 

· ''travel ticket" means any written insmunent issued within
or outside Guyana whereby a pel"SOn on a joumey from
Guyana, (other than by way of a vessel plying daiily in the
carruiaige of persons between Guyana and Surinam) is en
titJled for such 1puI1p0Se to 1be provided wi1!h transportation
either from Guyiana or from a place outsiide Guyana, but
does not for the purposes .of section 3 include suoh an
instrument issued to a person for the purpose of his last
journey to Guyana and 'his onward joumey ·therefrom or
any rew11itten or re.iissued document thereof to the like
effect.

(2) In this Act, the expression "journey from Guyana" means
the entire it>inerary or route of travel commencing from Guyana, 
whether rinvolv,ing one or more methods of transporta'tion, and terminat
ing with .the ultimate destlina:tiori· of the person making the journey. 

3. (1) There shall be oharged, levied and oollected iin respect ofimposition of
every travel ticket a tax �hereinafter referred to as "a travel vouoher�oa;i�er tax.
tax") caUculated on the fare for tlhe journey from Gu)llana.. tlhe subject 
maitter of the ticket. 

(2) For hhe. purposes of subsection (1), the fare for the journey
and the amount to be paid i'D respect thereof as travel voucher tax shall 
be specified in an order ma.de by 1tJhe Mlll'ister, which order may oontain 
sudh provisions as tJhe Miniister may coll'Sider necessary or expedient for 
giving effect to tbe ordev including such qua.tifilcations, except>ions and 
oonditiions as he may .tJhink £it. 

(3) For ,the pul'})Oses of any proceedings under· tih!is Act, a
statement purpo111:iing to be under the hand of the Commissioner as to 
what sum .is payable as the fare for a particular journey from Guyana 
shaM be prima facie evidence of t'he sum on which the respeotive travel 
voucher tax shall be oaloolated. 

(4) In this section travel ,ticket includes a ticket which though
issued before tihe coming into operation of this Act SU'bsists thereat and 
at which time tJhe journey from Guyaina, the subject matter of the ticket, 
has not commenced. 

4 (1) Wtilt!hin twenty-one days of the publication fo the Gaz- N.a.'tlonaI 
ette of fill order made under sectlion 3, tlhe Micister shall lodge with �;�::�irm,
the Clerk of the Natiionail Assembly a copy of the order ·and a notice of amend or 

... : fo th -4l: ..:, f .. t. d b th A bl 11e,v,oke ord.er.mo .... on r e COll.llJ:mtauon o \Ille or, er y e ssem y. 
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(2) As soon as prractioable thereafter, the order shall be laid
before the Assembly and the motion shall be moved t!herein. 

(3) The National Assembly may by reso1ution confirm the order
with or without amendment or may revoke it, and upon publication 
of the resolution in the Gawtte the order shall, subject to the provisions 
of any other law, be subject to the terms of the resolution. 

(4) If within the period prescribed in subsection {l) the Min
ister does not lodge a copy of the order and the no1bice of motiion as 
required by that subsection, the order sha,11 ipso facto expire, but in the 
oomputatiion of sucih period no account shall be taken of any period 
during which Parliament is dissloved or pm110uged or during which 
the National Assembly is adjourned for more than seven days. 

5. The travel voucher tax shall be under ohe caire and manage-
ment of the Commis !oner and the officers and persons appointed for 
the admin.istraiuion of any law under the administration or management 
of the Commissioner and in whose name a'il proceedings for the enforce
ment of the provisions of this Act or the reoovery of travel voucher 
itax shall be instituted. 

Promo,tion 6. .Wii.thout prejudice Ito the provisi ns of secllion 10(3), no per-
and approval 
of ch.antered on shall pmvide or operate a charter flight from Guy;ana or be con-
fligh:ts. cerned in the sailes to persons in Guyana of avi8iilable passenger seats on 

lssue of 
travel 
tickets. 

an aircmft engaged in such a fl�ght, unless a:ppmv.al Jior ithe arrival in 
and depauture from Guy;ana of the aircraft, including the sale of tickets 
in respect of such flight, has been obtained in the prescribed manner 
which approval shall be subject to such terms and conditrons a may be 
prescribed. 

7. No car,rtier or charterer shall provide or oause to be pro-
vided to a person transportation for a journey from Guyana unless 
that person is in pos ession of a travel ticket which specifies-

( i) :the name of that person;

( ii) the fu1thest point of travel and the ultimate
destiinarion of that pernon as are the subject

mallter of Vbe ticket; 

and 

(iii) t!he amount normally payable as the fare for
ithe journey, the subject matter of the ticket.

/ 
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8. (1) Every carnier or chariterer who issues after the coming intoDwt:.: of · f h'i A · f 1 • k , ed . h earner or opera1t1on o t s at, or, m respect o a trave1 tic et 1ssu pr'lOr 'ti ere-cnanterer 1to 

to, gives effect to a travel ticket to which section 3 applies shall at' the����j;�/:_��1 

time of issuing the ticket or giving effect t.lhereto, as �he case may be, 
collect m respect of that ticket from ohe person named therein the travel 
voucher tax payable pursuant to that section and upon payment of such 
tax the- carrier or charterer shall indicate on such travel ticket in the 
prescribed manner the fact that the amount of travel voucher .tax has 
been paid. 

(2) Without prejudi'ce to subsection (1) every carrier or ohar
terer wiho underit>akes under a travel ticket to whiich section 3 applies 
to provide tra:nsportatron by aiir or sea from a place ou<tside Guyana to 
a person traveJilling on a j'Ourney from Guyana shall indicate on rile · 
travel ·ticket to be preseoJted by that person on his leaving Guyana the 
fact that the amount of travel voucher tax has been paiid in r�spect of 
that part of the journey fo-r which suoh oransportiallion wm be provided. 

9. (1) Subject to subsection (3), every person on leaving GuyanaRequire·
as a passenger on an aircraft or ship shall present his trave'1 ticket to ::��n��� 
an imrnigra.t:i:on officer for inspection by him at such place where that ti:0n of trav�l· . · h' · f G u-ck·e'tis. person 1s oa.rnmenomg 1s Journey rom uyana.

(2) Subjeot to subsection (3), an immigration officer shall, with
out prejudice to any other remedy provided by this Act, refuse to grant 
permission for a person to leave Guyana if the tra,vel ticket presented 
by that person does not indicate thereon as required by section 8 that 
travel voucher tax has been paid and the officer may for the purpose 
of enforcing !is refusal take any necessary measures, including the use 
wjtJi any asist,ance of suob force ars is reasonably jusitifia,ble in the cir
cumstances. 

(3) An immigr,a1tlion officer may grant permissi1on for a person
to l :we Guya,na \vfrtJhout ·vhe production by him of a travel ticket bear
ing an indicaitJion thiait trave:l voucher t!ax theroon has been paid if the 
officer is sa!tisfied tha't 1ihe person is the holder of a travel t:iicket to 
whioh section 3 does not apply or that the .person is exempt from the 
payment of travel voucher tax by virtue of an order made under ,that 
seotion. 

10. 1(1) AH monies coHected as travel voucher ,tax by aAcc,oun>tlng
carrier or charterer shall be due and payable to trhe Commissioner !��ct:rvtx. 
at the time when such tax shall have been collected in accord-
ance with section 8 from the holders of the travel tickets in 
respect of which the tax was paid: · 
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Provided that regulations may provide either 
generally or in any case for payment of such monies by instal
ments or periodically or within such period, inculding the pay
ment of such additional sum as interest on such monies as are 
not paid by the prescribed time. 

(2) A charterer shall, for the purposes of his account
ing for travel voucher tax in respect. of a charter flight, be 
presumed to have disposed of, for a journey from and to Guyana, 
such numbers of seats as there are for the carriage of passengers 
in the aircraft: 

Provided that where the charterer satisfies the 
Commissioner that the number of seats sold· for the charter 
flight was less than those available on the aircraft for the 
carriage of passengers the· liability of the charterer for travel 
voucher tax in respect of that flight shall be reduced by the 
number of seats remaining unsold. 

(3) The proper officer within the meaning of the
Customs Ordinance may withhold clearance thereunder of any 
ship or aircraft transporting persons from Guyana if he is not 
satisfied that adequate arrangements have been made for the 
payment of any amount of travel voucher tax for which a carrier 
or chartere.r is accountable in respect of such persons. 

· (4) Every carrier and charterer shall in relation to
travel voucher tax keep such records and furnish such accounts 
and returns in such form and manner and at such times as may 
be prescribed. 

11. (1) If any person -

(a) is knowingly concerned in, or in the taking
of :steps in or outside Guyana with a view
to, the fradulent evasion by him or · any
other' person of travel voucher tax; or

(b) with intent to deceive, for the purposes of
this Act produces, furnishes, sends or other
wise makes use of any book, account, return
or other document, which is. false in a ma
terial particular; or
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(c) in furnishing any information for the pur
poses of enabling the provisions of. this Act
to be carried out makes· any statement
which he knows to be false in a material
particular, or. recklessly makes any state-

(d) 

ment which is false in a material particular;

or

is in breach of any of the restrictions or re
quirements imposed by or under section
6, 7, 8, 9 or subsection (2) of this section,

he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of two thousand 
five'·'htmdr.ed dollars and to imprisonment for a term of two 
years. 

(2) A person who returns to Guyana within a period
not exceeding _six months from the date of his last departure 
therefrom may, upon his arrival in Guyana, be required by an 
immigration officer to produce in addition to his travel docu
ment the travel ticket by which such departure was effected and 
if an examination of the travel document discloses that conse
quent upon his said departure from Guyana to the furthest point 
of travel indicated on the travel ticket the person proceeded 
otherwise than by a vessel plying daily from that point or, by 
road, within a period of four days upon his arrival at that point 
to another place- not being within the itinerary covered by that 

/ ticket (being a ticket to· which section 3 applies) it shall be pre
sumed unless the contrary is proved by such person that he had 
incurred additional expenditure for such further travel. 

_, 

(3) Where a person against whom a presumption has
arisen pursuant to subsection (2) has not made payment within 
fourteen. days of his return, as refel"red to in that subsection, of 
the additional sum incurred as travel voucher fax by reason of 
that presumption, in any proceedings against that person for an 
offence under this Act oral evidence of the disclosure giving rise 
to such presumption may be given and it shall be presumed for 
the purposes of such proceedings, unless the contrary is proved 
by that person, that he has fradulently evaded the payment of 
such tax. 

( 4) Any proceedings for an offence punishable under
thi!? !\d may, notwithstandin� anythin� to the �ontrary in tile 
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Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances, be taken at any time within 
twelve months from the date on which evidence sufficient in the 
opinion of the Commissioner to justify the proceedings comes 
to the knowledge of the Commissioner or where the person in 
question was outside Guyana at the date last-mentioned within 
twelve months from the date on which he first arrived in Guyana 
whichever period last expires. 

(5) For the purposes of subsection (4) a certificate
of the Commissioner as the date on ·which such evidence as 
aforesaid came to the knowledge of the Commissioner shall be 
conclusive evidence thereof. 

(6) A court by which any person is convicted for an
offe .ce against the provisions of this Act may, in addition to any 
penalty prescribed for such offence, order the payment to the 
Commissioner by that person of any travel voucher tax which 
would have been due and payable had that offence not been 
committed. 

Rerund1, 12. (1) Any person who pro es to the satisfaction of the
Commissioner that he has paid travel voucher tax in excess of 
the amount which he is required t.o pay pursuant to this Act 
shall be entitled to have the amount so paid in· excess refunded 
and the Commissioner shall make the refund accordingly. 

(2) Any carrier or charterer who has satisfied a claim
for a refund of monies in respect of an unused travel ticket or 
unused service and in respect of which travel voucher tax was 
collected may make a refund of such tax to the person named in 
the ticket in such proportion as the amount of money refunded 
under the ticket bears to its original cost and the refund of tax 
shall, if the Oommissioner is satisfied that the refund of monies 
in respect of the travel ticket, was made in accordance with 
accepted commercial practice. be given effect to in computing 
the liability of the carrier or charter for travel voucher tax. 

(3) No claim for a refund under this section shall be
entertained if made after the e pirafo of three months from 

· the date on whic the va!id·ty of the ticket expires.

Regulat:ons. 13. (1) The Minister may make regulations providing for
any matter for w ich provision appears to him necessary for the 
purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this Act and of 
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enabling the Commissioner to discharge his functions there
under and, in particular, but without prejudice to the generality 
of the foregoing, may make regulations for all or any of the 
tollowing: 

(a) the keeping and production to such persons
as may be prescribed and inspection by
them, of records and other documents used
by or belonging to any person, for the pur
·pose of ascertaining whether travel voucher
tax has been paid and accounted for in ac
cordance with this Act;

(b) the circumstances and conditions relating to
the approval for the operation of charter
flights; 1and

(c) anything required to be prescribed by this
Act.

(2) There may be annexed to the breach of any
regulation, upon summary conviction therefor, a penalty of one 
thousand dollars. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to implement the proposal mentioned in the 1973 Budget to 
impose a trave1 ta.x on the value of tickets or other travel vouchers u'Sed by persons 
for the purposes of travelling from Guyana to p1aces outside Guyana. 

(Bill No. 7 /1973) 
(IT 47 II) 

F. E. HOPE, 
. Minister of Finance and Trade. 
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