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The .Honoura ··le, 

GUY.ANA FIRE SERVICE HEADQUARTERS 

WATER STREET, 

STABROEK, 
GEORGETOWN. 

October, 1973 

The Minister of Home .A.ff airs, 
6, Brickdam, 
GEORGETOWN. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to submit herewith 

the "Annual Report" of the Guyana Fire and Ambulance 

Service for the Year ending 31st December, 1972. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

. ���� ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wm. A.McDowell, A.M.l. FIRE E. 

CHIEF FIRE OFFICER 



GUYANA FIRE ABJ) A!IDIJLANCE SF.RV W]l 

:NfilUAL Mf()RT 1972

PREAMBLE: 

The yea:r 1972 was a successful although diffi­

cult year for the Guyana Fire and Ambulance Service. 

Despite this, an increased number·of fire calls, ambulance 

calls and requests for spP-cial services had to be dealt 

with, The Brigade was also faced with a few ser::.c·.:,.n fire 

situati·ons which could have bad disastrous resulto if 

personnel had failed eith<3r to ';ake ,J()n.olute a0t:i.m.1 01· +.o 

. produce the standa:nl of ef:fioiency o:.c:::,ea·oed of them • 

1. J!STA fil,I§HMENT

At the end of the yea:r, the authorised strE:n.;'i;il. 

of the Service was as follows:-

1 Chief Fire Officer 

1 Deputy Chief Fire Officer 

3 Divisional Offioets 

4 Station Officers 

1 Motor Mechanic 

9 Sub Officers 

1 Quarter Kaster 

24 Seotion Leaders 

48 Leading.Firemen 

215Firemen' 

2 Class II Clerks 

4 Clerical Assistants 

3 Barrack Labourers 

\ 
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The Officer strength of the Service received 

a much needed boost on the lat August, 1972, when pro­

vision was made on the Fixed Establishment for the crea­

tion of three posts of Divisional Officer. This increase 

should go a far way in easing the heavy work load which 

was carried by the few officers, and so assist in main­

taining the all-round efficiency of the Service. 

Promotions to these new posts, however, were not made 

before the end of the year. 

2. STAT'rONS:

There are four land stations in Georgetown, 

and one Fire Boat Station, the land stations comprising 

Fi.ro Soi·vlc<> Hoa<iqunrters and thre<-.--Bub-stations. There 

is one sub-station at Belfield, and an Aerodrome Fire 

Station at Timehri International AirPort both' falling 

under the supervision of the Georgetown Division. One 

land station is maintained in New Amsterdam. 

It is hoped that 1973 will see the compltion 

of the station at Wiemar on the Demerara River as this 

swiftly developing area of the country is exposed to an 

increasing fire danger that cannot be ignored. 

3. CENTRAL FIRE ST1,TION1 GEORGETOWN:

Accommodation for personnel at this station 

still needs improvement which expansion over the years 

has made important. Some attention will have to be given 

as well to sanitary conveniences and water supply to the 

compound both of which have en_,"'Bged the attention of 

the Ministry of Works and Communications during the year. 
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4. FIRE BOAT STJ,TION:

There were 1,hirty men ,at this s1,ation: 

l Sub Officer 

3 Section Leaders 

7 Leading Firemen 

19 Firemen 

The Ambulance launch 'Wren''. has not proved very 

successful in use and was operable oni, far a short period 

during the year. However, this vessel and the Fire Boat 
/. . ' . .  \l' ' ' .  •_ .. - -

Lady· Woolley tur�d out on _the following occasions:-

Responding to Fires 

Special Services 

Tl!WISPOrting the sick 
and Injured from 
Vreed-e�-Hoop to 

23..

45

Georgetown • 1;26�

· Reri<l.er1� ia,,i�t�ce
to the Police

Miscellaneous Calls

EMMLlRG!j;NCY SPEQ!Ak SERYlCES: 

-. 

' 

16 

On thirtee11 occasions ves.aela and their crews 

we;re rescued while drifting ,out. to sea1 by bei11g towed

11afely .baok to,port� 

. On aevente�n occasions, aal.vage ope:rations 

were carried. out on Vess.els, which �ere in da?lg1:1r of 

. -slnking or which had already suIJlc in theJlarbqur� 

These calla were made under various circum­

stances, e,g. Transporting Ministers of Govermnent, 

Members of Parliament, Senior Government Officials, 

Doctors, Mid-wivee, Magistrates and members of the 

�nlioA Force. to and from Vreed-en-Hoop, 
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5. TIMEHRI AERODROME pmsION:

There were 58 men stationed at this Division 

as shown hereunder:-

1 Station Officer 

1 Sub-Officer 

4 Section Leaders 

6 Leading Firemen 

45 Firemen 

1 Barrack Labourer 

During the year, Dllimlbers of thie Division 

responded to the following:-

Fire Calls 11 

Special Services 17 

Aircraft Emergencies 4 

Lircraft Emergencies involving the following:­

(a) Feathered Engines 2 

(b) Overheated Undercarriage 1

(c) Defective Bra.king System l

This s:tation has now occupied the entire Old 

.l.irport Termiml Building, and it is hoped to effect 

necessary internal improvements both for the comfort ot

regular staff as well as to ·acoommodate facilities for 

recruit training. There is still much to be done to 

bring the Training School up to the standard proposed. 

Lt the moment, however, the basb needs are available. 
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_6. NEW 4JETEMAH DIVISION,
' r ' . • ,• � ' • '' ,· 

'. - _J 

There was a staff of 50 stationed in New 

Amsterdam as shown hereund.er:-

1 Divisional Officer 
• ! ' 

1 Station Officer

1 Sub Officer

5 Section Leaders

6 Leacli ng Firemen 

34 Firemen 

1 Clel'ioal Ae.aistent 

1 �arrack LB.bourer 

During the period under review, members of this . 
,, " . 

D1v1. .. 1.w1 1"'"pond"" to the following:-
'>i.'. ! c

Fire Calls .. 103

Special Services - 49

Ainbulenoe Calls. 111,: 3,02!>

An analysis of _the fire calls is given later 
' • .. '· I 

in this report •. 

During the year it was not possible to have the 

fence around the compound repnii'ed · or to affix doors to the 

Y.orkshop. These'works :/ere necesa·��- in order to' improve the 
security of the Works�op and it is hoped that they will be 
effected in the new' year. · · · 

· The establirJhment of Fire and Ambulance stations

in the towns of Rose Hall and ,C.orrivorton is envisaged and 

it is hope d this will be implemented to mee t the needs of 
• . A • 

the rerJidents of these areas of the Corentyne.
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7. APPLI/.NCES:

The appliances held by the Fire and .Ambulance 

Service at the end of the year were:-

GEORGETOWN DIVISION 

Three (3) Dennis Water Tenders of 

600 g.p,m, capacity, 

Seven {7) MeJ:or Pumps of 900 g.p.m. 

capacity, 

Eight (8) Coventry Climax Portable 

pumps of 250 g.p,m. capacity, 

One (J:)Fire Boat (Lady Woolley) of 

350 g.p.m. capacity, 

One (1) Dodge Truck with open tray 

Two (2) Land Rover Pick ups (converted) 

Two (2) J.ustin..Maxi .t.mbulances 

One (1) Kaiser Jeep .l.mbulance 

One (1) Ambulance Boat (Wren) 

NEW 1;.MSTERDAM DIVISIO.N: 

'/wo (2) Dennis Water Tenders of 

600 g,p.m, capacity. 

One (1) Major Pump of 900 g,p,m, 

capacity;, 

Two (2) Land Rover Fire Pumps of 

350 g,p.m, capacity, with porta.ble 

pumps. 

One (1) Emergency Tender (land 

Rover) 
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O..o (1) L><nd Rovor pick up (convei:ted)
., ' 

• t 

One ( 1) Coventry Climax Portable JIUIDP 

of 250 g.p.m, capacity. 

One (1) Bedford .Ambulance 

One 0) Morris .Ambulanoe 

One (1) Volkswagen Ambulance 

TIMEHRI.DIVISION:

Thr.ee (3) Bedford Foam and. Carbon 

Diox;de type Tenders of 650, 600 .and 

.500 g.p.m .• capac,i ty. 

One (1) Bedford Foam 'fender , 800 g.p.m, 

capacity, 

One ( 1) Commer Ambulance 

One (1) Austi n Champ appliance with 

150 lbs. Dry Chemical. 

One (1) large Fo8111 Tender 

One (1) Emergency Tender (Dodge 

Wag&OJl) 

One (1) Morris Van. 

With respect to the pieces of apparatus 

mentioned above� l wish to po i nt out the folloWing:-

(a) Of the five Dennis \rater Tenders listed,

one 'was acquired during the year, and

is in excellent condition. Two of th e

remaining four are in w�ld.ng order

al though 19 and 12 years old respec-.

tively� However, these mechinos

n�ed to be stripped down to·tha chassis

and completely av-er-hauled.
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It is hoped that there will be enough 

serviceable pi.rts between the other two, 

to succes sfully make one second rate 

Water Tender, which wo,·ld not be a Fire 

Fighting appliance, but could 'te used 

for carrying water for special services 

etc. end for driver training. These 

appliances have given excellent service 

over the years, but it is becoming 

increasingly difficult to obtain spare 

i:arts to maintain their mechanical end 

hydraulic efficiency, as well as their 

standard of rood worthiness, at a satis­

factory level. 

(b) Of the eight (8) Major Pumps listed,

one is 25 years old. It is no longer used 

as a Fire appliance, but functions 

principallY for Training drivers and pump 

operators, The other seven (7) major pumps 

have been recently acguired, and are 

functioning well, These appli!llll}es, although 

built over 15 years ago, were practically un­

used at the time of purchase. It is envisaged, 

therefore, that a graduated amount of spare 

pazrts will be necessary in order to keep them 

in good shape. 

(c) The Fire Boat Lady Woolley is no longer

e Fire Fighting force, since her one remain­

ing pump is incapable of charging her Fire 

Pighting system, 
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TlMr propelling engines le.ck power, 

so much so, tbat she can make little 

or ,no head-wey, against the swiftly 
. . . ' -

ebbiDg tide of the Demerara river. 

It i,s hoped that the new, Fire Boat 

now under con:itruction, will come into 

service early in the new year. 

{d) The new Austin Maxi Ambulances have· 

proved to be unsuited to Ambulance work 

whioh requires that they function for 

24 hours a day on all types of roads 

(e) Some of the vehicles and appliances

reoeived from outside A89ncies were also 

found to be not completely suitable and

would have to be replaced. 

a. MAIJTENANCE:

The maintenance staff continued their good work 

throughout the year, and performed in a most satisfactory 
·'

lllll!lller, in keepiDg the appliances, Ambulances and other

oquipnent in good workiDg order.

Adequate repair faoilities and an appropriate 

range of tools are still needed. Despite this, 1,504 

repair jobs were carried out, including 52 overhauls and 

1118.jor Tepairs to vehicles • 

9. HOSE:

DuriDg the year under review, the service held 

,2,470 f.ee,t of Delivery hose as follows:-

Georgetown Divis ion 19,175 feet 

New Amsterdam Division -
�' .. 

Timehri Division 4,920 • 

It is not possible to maintain a reserve of 
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10 • HYDRI.NTS : 

During 1972 twenty one (21) new hydrants were 

installed in Georgetown, in the following areas:­

South Ruimveldt Park, Phase II·- ll 

North Ruimveldt Block (2) 6 

North Ruimveldt Block (3) • 2 

North Liliendaal East Coast 

Demerara 2

A number of hydrants Which had been damaged by 

vandals, have been repaired, and it is hoped that those 

hydrants which are still unserviceable will soon receive 

attention. 

Fortunately, the incidence of vandalism with

respect to hydrants continues to decline, and it is 

fervently hoped that this is due to an improved civic­

mindedness on the p;.rt of citizens. 

There are now a total of l,354 hydrants in 

Georgetown. Most of these were inspocted during the year 

and defects uhich were found were reported to the George­

town Water Authority, who effected repairs promptly. 

TDOOIBJ'DIVISION - There are now 71 hydrants at 

Timebri. These hydrants were regularly inspected by Fire 

Service Personne and the Ministry of Wcrks and Communica­

tion carried out repairs to those which were found to be 

defective. 

NEW JJ!STERD/.M DIVISION - There are 110 eydrants in 

New .t.msterdam, and during the year, they wore regularly 

inspected by members of the Fire Service . Defects were 

remedied promptly by the New Amsterdam Water Authority. 
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housing areas oµ ,the outs�rts of �be town.invited 

much. discussion by the autboritie111, bllt, nothil)g 

poei t:Lve !fS13· don.e before: the. end ot, the yetar in 1,bis 

11. EQUIPMENT RECEIVED:

During the period under review, the following 

items of ·equipment aiui sto.res were received:­

.l Dennis· Water Tender 

1 Crash ',render . (Bedford) 

l Crash Tender (�ft, from U.S.A.I.D.) 

6 Bedford Majer Pumps 

2 Maxi /.uatin Lmbulances 

l Kaiser ,�{> l'inn'!Nle#e (gift frpm 
u.s.A.I.D.J. \

6 Noble B�ancbes. 
315 Noble Ground Monitors 

20 Fire Extinguishers (Water type) 

10 B.C.F. Fire E:z:tioguisher .Charges 

80 Carbon Dioxide gas cart±idges for 

Water type fire extinguishers. 

12 · 1ur Foam 'Fire Extinguisher nozz lea 

30 Nu-Swift J.tr >'Olllll Fire Extinguisher 
Charges • 

12. , SPECIJ.L ·SERVICES:

' . 

. -

During 1972 the service perfoJ11119d a total 

of }19 Special Services. ,Qt these 58 we:re classified 

as Emergency Special Services, a few of which were 

l,u,na,i:ltar!an in n"t.u:i:-e, for whfoh thero was no charge. 
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The other calls, olassified ae Ordinary 

Special Services, were chargeable, and yielded a .• 

net revenue, of $7,531,63. The majority of these 

services resulted from the need for firemen to stand 

by at vaudeville shows at cinemas and stage shows at 

Queen's College or at Indian weddings while cooking 

was in progress. 

13. FIRE Cl.LL$:

During the year, the service responded to 

795 Fire Calls, This is an increase of 212 calls as 

compared with the previous year. 

GEORGETOWN DIVISION 

Actu al Fires 

Late Fire Calls 

False /,larm (Good intent) 

False Alarm (Malicious) 

TIMEHRI DIVISION 

Actual Fires 

Late Fire Calls 

False Alarm (Go od Intent) 

False J.larm (Malicious) 

NEW AMSTERDAM DIVISION 

Actual Fires 

Late Fire Calls 

False Alarm (Good Intent) 

False Alarm (¥alicious) 

ill! 

379 

16 

26 

81 

17 

l 

43 

16 

3 

l 

. 1972 

526 

15 

29 

111 

10 

-

l 

76 

19 

2 

6 
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14. 

- 13, -

C(+USES OF Fiffffi�

I.Ill 

Elootrical · Faults 

Careless disposal of Lighted 

cigarette ends or matches. 

Electric, Gas and Oil Stoves 

Malicious cir deliberate setting 

of Fire 

Ignition_of Flammable Vapours 

and Liquids 

Motor Vehicle {Crash and Defects) 

Over-heating of Electrical 
appliances 

Children playing with matches· 

Boil over'of Fats, Oils and·Tar 

Oil Lampe, Candles and Mosquito 

Coils 
. '_· .- . , . . l Welding and Cutting equipment 

Chimney, Hearths ana:·avens 

Unknown 

Flyi.Dg Bt-ands 

Spontaneous Ignition 

False Alarm Good Intent 

False �larm Malicious 

,AMOUNT 

299 

ll4 

44 

47 

4 

15 

7 

19 

5 

22 

4 

2 

31 

118 

As can been ·seen, ODly a small mimber of calls 

were of unknown =igin � this was due to an improvement 

. :l.n :i::iie iaethods of' fire :l.nvestiga tion. 
( . . ' � . ' . 

15. METHOOO OF EXTINGUISHING: 

Occupants of Romes, Employees of business 

places, members of the Pulice Force or the General Public, 
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used the following means to extinguish fires:-

(a) Buckets of Water 

(b) Wet Bags and sand 

(c) Portable Fire Extinguishers 

(d) Switching off current 

( e) Turning off stoves 

(f) By Electricity Corporation's

Workmen

(g) 1,llowed to Burn out

(h) By using garden hose

By members of the Fire Service,

following means:-

.16. 

(a) Hand 1...ppliances

(b) Hose Reel

(c) Beating out with Sp!.des,

Fire Bats etc.

(d) Buckets of Water

(e) Removal of Fuse

(f) 5witching off current

(g) One jet of water from pump

(h) Two jets from pump

(i) Three jets from pump

(j) Four jets from pump

(k) Five jets from pump

(1) Eleven jets from pump

METH@S _OF CJ.LLING (General) 

Central Exchange (Emergency li- 000) 

Central Exchange tllJllbulance Line) 

62 

29 

18 

9 

6 

262 

3 

6 

using the 

12 

29 

9 

6 

4 

4 

157 

21 

2 

3 

l 

l 

603 

102 
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Private Fire Alarm 

Radit> Tele;phone· 
. . ,,. · . .

GEORGE�OWN DIVISION :: ... · 

83 

6 

l 

Central Exchange (�<>rge'llcy Lilie 000) 51' 

Central Exchange (J.mbuiance Line) Er7 

Running Calls 75 

Private Fire Alarm· 6 

TIMEHRI DIVISION 

Emergency line 

.1.mbulance line 

Radio Telephtme 

NEW J.J'5TEIIDJ.M DIVISION 

6 

2 

l 

Central Exchange (Emergencf li�e) 82 
RunningC�l 8 
L.dministrative line 13 

17. TYPE:3 OF PROPERTY INVOLVED

Dwelling Houses

Hos pi tale and Convalee_cent H!llll_es

Office :Buildings

Faoi;ol'.,1.es .. · 

Mechani� Wc,rkshope

. Rllt!taur�ts .and Parlours 

·. ', . 

Storage Bonde, Wharves and Stellings_ 

Motor Vehicles 

Rubbish Boxes 

' ' 

145 

2 

5 

7 

8 

3 

9 

32 

8 

Bridge l 

Fire J.ppl�ce l 

Municipal Market l 

Electrical Wiring.and Transfo�er�· 236 
" ' 
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Grocel'ies and Dry Goods Stores 7 

Schools 1 

Open Land 142 

Ships in Harbour or Dry Dock 4 

Incinerator 1 

Service Station 2 

Saw mills and Lumber Yards 6 

Tar Boilers 

Fishing Trawlers 

Cinema 

Hotels and Hostels 

Construction Site 

Foundry and Dry Dock 

Cllurohee, Moaques and Tcmr,les 

Sewage Station 

Prison 

Club 

Fal'IJI 

Police Station 

Radio Sta ti on 

18. �- BETIJ'EElJ Jlli]CH CJ.LI§.�WERE...._.....,RE.,_"=CE .... · l�V ... E_D

3 

5 

2 

3 

2 

l 

2 

2 

1. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Georgeto1m 
11!._vision 

Timehri New J.msterdam 
Division Division 

12 Midnight to 
6.00 a.m. 59 7 

6,00 a.m. to 12,00 
noon 173 2 30 

12,00 noon to 6.00p,m, 212 4 34 

6.00 p.m. to 12 Mid-
night. 237 5 ,2 

• 
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19. BUILDINGS 4ffD Qi'JOOLPROl;'!UtTI §ffl]lEI.Y Wi,l+GED OR
oo,:RO:UW lJI Fl!!!

•. 

1. Qn;l2th January 1972, the Stock Room of

a two-flat steel and concrete building,
. . ._ .··· ' ' 

approxi111atel.y :500'. x 250.1 owned by Mr. M.B. Yassin

of 21 Lamaha Street, and situated at the

Ind�trial Site, was severely damaged by Fire.

2. On the 14th Jani:ary.1972, the Bell Tower of the

Moravian Church at No. 9 Village West Coast

Berbice, owned by the Moravian Church of Guyana,

New Garden.and il.nira �treats, Georgetown, was

severeq damahed · by Fir�!,

3. On 't_he 4th February 1972, a �o-flat wooden

bi,ii.ld�, approJCimately 30.1 x 30.', with corru­

gated, galv�ised ron roof, <>111led by

Mr. Nazamn DeoXl of 233 Irving Street. Georgetown

was �everely damaged by Fire.

4, 0n, the 13th February 1972, a one-flat wooden 

building, 11,pproximately ;1.5 1 
JC 10 1 , �,1th corru-

gated galvanised roof,,owned by Mr. G. DeFlorimonte, 

of 16 Prince Willi8111.�treot, Plllois11-nce, last Coast 

Demerara, was, completely dest royed, by Fire •

5. On the 13th February 1972, a one-flat _wooden

buildins, approld.mately 15 1 x 15', 111th corrugated

galvanised roof, owned by Mr� Matthew Graham, of

S� Souci, W�naam, was compl19tely destroyed by

�:l,J:'e�

' 
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6. On the 24th March 1972, a one-flat wooden

building, appro:rlmately 20 1 x 15', with corru­

gated galvanised iron roof, owned by

Mr, Bertie DeWeaver of  Beterverwagting, East

Coast Demerc'.ra, was completely destroyed by

Fire.

7, On the 15th May 1972, a one-flat wooden 

building, approximately 20 1 x 20 1, with corru­

gated galvanised iro n roof, owned by Mr, Fazil 

Ahmed J.min, of L.dventure, Essequibo, was com­

pletely destroyed by Fire. 

8, On the 17th May 1972, a one-flat wooden 

building, approximat0ly 16 1 x 16 1
, with a 

tbatchad roof, owned by Mrs, Ji;gatha Lyte, of 

Warapa.na Creek, Pomeroon River, was completely 

destroyed by Fir e, 

9, On the.27th May, 1972, n one-flat wooden 

building, approximately 20 1 x 12 1 , standing 

on 61 columns, with corrugated galvanised iron 

roof, owned by the Guyana Government, and 

situated at Onverwngt, Right Bank L.bary Creek, 

Berbice, was completely destroyed by Fire, 

10, On the 5th June, 1972, a one-flat wooden 

building, approximately 55 1 x 24', standing on 

10' oonorete columns, with corrugated aluminium 

roof, owned by the Guyana Government, and 

situated at New Garden Street, Georgetown, was 

severely damaged by Fire, 



11. � ;i,��li if��- �'�t ,a �?;-flat ���ing,;
I . - - , . ·- .. , - . \ -. · - ..•.. . -. -� '' - • - ., '"' ' .• 

. ; , \: '1�,�[fii,Qp1' 97: cpn��-�e ;�}'� floor
. � ' ' 

. . '. ' -- . -. 

. �. ,1'Jiii1:1,.s G,�t'� ,Qt 11· Princes. Street,
• , , • • • , • • 'I·. ' ' • 

.••. ),odge, . :w11,13 s�enil.y 4SJ118.Sed � ��--. . 
' '. 

', . . .- . ,, ·' 

. �- ;()n 1;}le 12th Jl,l'IW .. 1972, a on�laii :wooden
• .. ,._-,·'.,·· . .  ,t.'.C.'f_\c.:�/.<;':":.:"i�;) ,;.:,_::·, -·---� ·�� 0:·:;'..;-,_:- :;•_,_�:,;,·;o_-:{J.' 

. . 

�P!g. j1.ppro:;pr/a�l;r aq� ex ia• •. ·,i1 th cor-
_, ,· _.' - •:.- "'' ' '. ' ·-· ... -, .. ·�- ,::-...,.,)_.'.-:. -�- ;,"·':"-'.· 

· Z'll&8t� ·g111iaru:a<id fron:'root, Clllrllld'"by

;Mi'.: Ba:t'old /;dams cit tochAber, W�t 'O,:.nje,

$erbi�e, was 90J!lfl:etelf'dc,11'!i:rey1:ul· liy Fire •

i3. On t1;111 · :I.st /j,ugUat mz, a two-flat :weed.en 

, building, �pproximateiy 40' it :,01; wit� cor­

.. rugat.id. gs.lvani.sed 1ron t'o�r; �-!by 

� • .T�D.• io•wr, of ��d .f�,Jlf.id()J.e Street ·- ..... · . ., ·. " ' _. . -� '' ' '.' ' 

:-4e13t�yed by Fue .• , >,

.. · 14. On �e.�t:j.,� _1�7�-v�1-hr•···f:l;�t wooden end

:' -C� btti.ld°ill,g,: *I>F�te.Jt' fiO� X 45 1 t

' - '. ;'ld.tJi oo�ted galvanised t-Pat, Qlmsd by 

·. _. < �;.,AO,:�aiua\, ¢ 288_.,. 2� .Mid�,Street,
' 

S'o�� ��l).hrg, · Gehl'�.t<l,a,i,' :w� completely. ' .,. , ,  .. 

de11ti-oye<1 'i,y F1rei · · 

·-· 15·.' '·Oti the lllt :t.ugtlst 1972', a Wi>-ffit;wooden

bllillding-, · appr�ie-lf ,io:i % � l'"w1 th oor­

'':ti'igat'i!d gai'lianiaed··roof,' CM?ed b)' 1'.T. R. Gomes 

ar aaa ... 289 M:l.ddl-e S't1"l3Elt,·ilout11-0uuun1ng11burg, 

·t·r '·' '·' �g$t�·;: 1WU:'dan.p1rielj'.''delilfbjia by Fire.



- 20 -

16. On the 1st August 1972, a one-flat wooden

building, approximately 25 1 x 13', with

corrugated galvanised roof, owned by

Mrs. Lena Pollard of 288 - 289 Middle Street,

South CUllllllinssburg, Georgetown, was completely

destroyed by Fire.

17. On the let lugust 1972, a wooden and concrete

building, a pproximately :30' x 18 1, with cor-

rugated galvanised roof, owned by Mr. E.H. Lancaster

of 288 - 289 Middle Street, South C,1m"lingsburg,

Georgetown, was completely destroyed by Fire.

18. On the 1st J.uguat 1972, a one-flat wooden

building approximately 20 1 x 12 1 , with cor­

rugated galvanised roof, owned, by Mrs Sybil

Johnson; of 288 - 289 Middle Street, South

Cummingsburg, Georgeto,m, was completely

destroyed by Fire.

19. On the 1st J.ugust 1972, a: two-flat wooden and

oonorete.building,·approxilnateiy '30' x 1a•,·

With corrugated galvanised roof, owned by

Ml's� W. L; Braithwaite' of 288 • 289 Middle

and Thomas Streets, South Cumm:i.ngsburg,

Georgetown, was completely destroyed by Fir�.·· 

20. On the 1st tugust 1972, a two-flat wood.en and

concrete building, approximately 45' x 18',

With corrugated ·galvanised roof; owned by

Ml'.:Edward·Jones, of 288 - 289 Middle and

'!hoinas Streets; South Cummings burg, Georgetown,

waa completely destroyed by Fire.
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21. On the lat .J.ugust 1972, a b'o-:flst woo!l.en build­

ing, approximately 251 x 121; With corruga'!,ed

galvanised' roof, owned � Mrs. ,Lydia Jones of

288 .. 289 llid.dle t.lld IJ!homaa. Streo,to, �,it.h

22. On the lat J.ugust 1972, a, �flat wooden build­

ing, apProxillle.tely 50 1 x 25', with corruge.� 
. . 

- . . 

galvanised iron roQf, owned, by Mr. B.F. Gezde of 

288 - 269 Middle Street, South CUllllllingsburg, 

. Georgetown, wa, Qompl.etely dff,troyed by, Fire. 

2:5- .On tJ\<>. u,t .4,gu,,t 1972, the top f4t of a two­

flat wooden builcl:i.ng, approxilll&toly 451'� �5', 

with c91'1'\l8&ted galvanised iron roof, situated 

at 290· Thomas Street, South Cununi.�burg, 

Georgetown e.nd (!Wned by Dr, J..M. Cunni� of 

Section 1K 1 Campbellville, was completely 

destroyed by Fire• 
. ' 

24. On the 1st J.Ugust 1972, the top flat of a two-

flat wooden building, approximatetly 45' x 25', 

with corrugated galvanised iron roof, situated 

at 290 Thomas Street� South Ctimm:ingsburg, 

Georgetown, and owned by Dr. A.M. Cunm.�, 

of Section 'K' Cempbellville, was Oollipletely 

destroyed •by Fire. 

25. On the lat i.u�t 1912, a tlio•11at building,

appronmately' 401 x 251, with corrugated
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galvanised iron roof, owned by Mr. Balgobin 

of 268 - 289 Middle Street, South Cummingaburg, 

GeorgetOIII., was completely destroyed .by Fire. 

26. On the let /.uguat 1972, a wooden building of

three flo6rs, approximately 80 1 x 60 1, with

corrugated galvanised iron roof, owned by

Mrs. H.M. Gonsalves of 255 - 256 Thomas Street,

South Cummingaburg, Georgetown, was severely

damaged by Fire.·

27. On the ?nd Septanber 1972, a two-flat wooden

building, approximately 35 1 x 22 1 , with corru­

gated galvanised roof, owned by Mr. George

Cameron, and si tuated aI; 240 South Road, Bourda,

Georgetown, was severely damaged by Fire •.

28. On the 30th July 1972, a two flat wooden build­

ing, approximately 45 1 x 35 1, w.Lth corrugated

galvanised roof, owned by Mr. Mentore of

138 King Edward Street, Albouystown, Georgetown,

was completely destroyed by F:i.re.

29. On the 21st August 1972, a one-flat wooden build-

ing approximately 18 1 x 14 1
, with corrugated

galvanised iron roofing, owned by Mr. Vincent ::le.i:.brev.,

and situated at Plantation Profitt, West Coast

Borbice, was complote1Y des troyed by Fire.

30. On the 30th December 1972, a two flat wooden

building, approximately 35 1 x 25 1 , with corru­

gated galvanised iron.roofing, owned by Mr. Joda

Maraj, and situated at 5 »owding Street, Kitty,

was sovere1Y damaged by Fire,
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31. On tho 31&t December l.972, Iii �:-:tl,&."1 WO(lde,u • ;

buil.d:i11g; apprommately 12.•, il:���.1,�th ��­

gated galvanised iron.roofing.,;Olllll!(1.'IIJ

11i-. "Bh:im SiD&li., and sitoe.ted at H��te:µ�,

Back RoaA, Bast Bank »eiuran., w�_,c;omplete�
;: 

(le�ullj'JJire •. --.

During the year, 'thore �1:'Ji'e \hlr\eeii!'fi,j} deaths 
,--._ 

as a result of Fire, as COlllp&rad with eleven' (ll}''during the 

pre'lious year. 

1. On 25th March; 1972', Mies Thelma Hettry;"ated

29 years, of Lancaster, Elist (foas1: i>erneraila,

died when her"oil stove flaf'dd·:ui
)

"sat'l;int·'her

• •.. , 
. • , , • •. • ' - ;' ,. � . ' 

64 years; of No.'.19 Village, Coren'tine; died: 

when his bed clothes were sot alight' 'lihen 'he 

fell asleep while smoking in bed/·-�·:':-,) _.;_- ... '/ ''·-'· 

·-. j. ccfu 'the iatii ip�il, 197:i/ Kx-� .t.:bdoof'ittzae•, 

· �d ,is �s; of ·Goaa Jio�tutii.� -'Waat Bam:

. ��. <tie�' �hen 'b:ie o:h '�tovd i:tii.'red up, 
:.-..L'_.:�v ·�_�, -�{1!;._;' 

' 
.. · ·-- .: , setting his clothing on l!'i'l'o. · 

4. On tho 25th April, 1972, Mr. Bi:t'am Boodhoo . : : .·'.c,. 

C": .. :,, :. · ... , · ,; . 1:::1_ : r , ... , ., _ _...; . __ "'!· aged 22 years, ot Palm;yl'a, iaet·'Cl!.n;Jii; "' ·

ilerbice� 'a1�ci when hi.a cl'atbin4f �a�t'�:tirei

while lighting a kerosene lamp •
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5. On the 19th June, 1972, infant Debbie Bishop,

aged 17 'mont?lff, · �i'.ed when her paren1;s' home

was in.Volved in a Fire.

6. On the 30th July, 1972, the following children

died when. the"T parents I home was involved in a 

Fire, at 138 King Edward Street, Alb<ruy&to,mi-

.l.llison Van Genderen - - 9 years . 

�rva Braithwaite ,. 10 n 

Joy Duncan 8 n 

Donna Duncan - 6 n 

�ray Duncan 5
n 

Claire J,rin Duncan 3 n 

Treveur Charle11 5 n 

7. On the 7th October, 1972, Miss Ena Castello

aged 49, of Barr Street, Kitty, died when
. 

" . 
' 

her oil etove flared up, setting her clothing

on Fi�,

21. J..MBUIJ.NCE CALLS

The AmbljJ.imco Service was not up, to the standard 

desirable due to a lack of ambulances. For 11,.period of time, 

as a result, whatevGlr Fire Service Vehicles were availabl e 

responded to calls for help from the scene of ,rarious accidents, 

maternity cases etc. 

During the year 13,269 calls were answered by 

ambulances in all divieions. melting an average of 36 calls per 

dq. 

Of the total number of calls dealt with, 11,360 

were classified as Emergency, and 1,909 as private calls. 



Under the latter heading are l_isted the trans­

portation of indigent persons from one place to another, e.g. 

to the .. Amerindian Hostel, Palms, Dharm Shala. and the 

Georgetown Hospital. l.mbula.nces also responded to the 

Georgetown liospital to transport oases from Wards to the 

OJBrating truiatre and back. 

Requests for the abovement:1.oned Services were re­

ceived from the Social Service Department of th6 Georgetown 

Boepital• Police �tiom,• the Georgetown Prison, and otbei
:bsti tut:1.0l3S oot-erlug f� old am ;l.ndigent persons .. 

Due to the fact that vehicles other than 

ambulances were often used on Emergency Calls, it is not 

possible to give _the exact mileage covered while �esponcling 

to Emergency and.Private l,.mh_uJ.ance calls., The regular 

Ambulances however covered a total of 73,482 miles during 

the year. 

22. MENT,4L CJ\S]S

J.mbulanoes attached to the New J.mB'terdam 

Division, continued to transport Mental Cases from the 
.. : /·

Rosignol Ferry Stelling to the Fort Canje Hospital. 

·During the year, 608 such cases were conveyed •

Training.at station level continued throughout 

the year. With the arrival of new appliances, this 

training was intensified_, insomuch that the results were 

quite apparent at the scene of Fires. 

Eight members of the Service attended two six 

(6) weeks training courses for Senior Non-Commissioned

Officers at the Guyana Defence Force, where they received
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instructions in conducting Drills. Theee men have started 

to impart their new knowledge to other Subordinate Officers 

and Firemen, and it is hoped that the smartness and bearing 

of all Fire Service Personnel will soon show marked improve-

ment. 

Members of the Service continued to take advantage 

of the facilities offered by the Government Technical 

Institute and the Guyana Industrial Training Centre, and 

during the year, the following received training in tho 

fields of study shown against their names; 

Fireman M: Cunje 

FireIJall M. Persaud 

Fireman H. DeJongo 

Fireman Bickram Singh 

Fireman D. Moore 

Fireman L. Cappell 

Fireoan L. Cort 

23.(a) EXTERNAL 

Electrical Engineering 

Welding Crafts 

Motor Mechanic 
' 

Welding Craft 

Motor Vehicle Work 

Electrical 
Installation 

Radio, Television 
and Electronics 

During 1972, three Subordinate Fire Officers 

proceeded to the United Kingdom, where they received train­

ing in several aspects of Fire Service W<n"k, 

These courses included: 

(a) Fire Prevention Inspecting Officer's course,

(b) General Instructor's course,

(c) Salvage Course,

(d) Merchi>.nt Navy Fire Fighting Course,
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24. DISCIPLINE

The d4scipline of the Service was maintained at 

its usual high standard, during the year. There were only 

86 breaches of discipline which were disposed of in the 
. ' . ' . . .. ' 

_ FOUJ!.d not guilty 

Case Dismissed 

Admonished 

Reprimanded 

Severely Reprimanded 

Fined $1.00 

Fined 12.00 

Fined 13.00 

l'ined 15.00 

Fined $10.oo

Fined l day's pey 

.Fined 2 day's pay 

Fined 3 day's pay 

Fined 10 day's pay 

\ 

8 

l 

2 

8 

10 

5 

15 

4 

11 

2 

:i.1 

4 

4 

l 

In addition to being fined, .two members were 

served with Warning Notices • 

During 1;he Yetilf� .the f.ollowing persons resigned 

i'.rom the.Service:-

Fireman F. Fraser 

Fireman D. Narine 

1. 1,72 
. ·;,� L 

1.11.72 

Leading Firmnan J. Ahwah - 19.11. 72

FirElllan X. Willia.JaS �.11.72 

1 T '"" ,li na Fi:r81l1All 
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26. RETIREMENTS

The following persons retired from the Service 

during the year: 

Section Leader H. Holder - Hercules 

Fireman A. Jones 

Fireman P. Bacchus 

SUMMJ,RY 

l Section Leader 

2 Firemen 

2'l 6 DISMISS/.LS 

21. 2. 72 

7. 4. 72 

1. 7. 72 

One momber- of tho Service was dismissed from the 
; 

Service during the tear, for his failure to resume duty 

after Vacation Leave. 

28. DEATHS l 

l 

There were no deaths in the Service during 1972. 

29. SECONDMENTS

There were no secondments from the Service during 

the year unde review. 

3()._PROMOTIONS 

During the period under review, the following 

promotions were made: 

l Lea.ding--Fireman to Section Leader 

l Fireman to Leading Fireman 

3.J.... RECRUITMENT 

There was no recruitment of personnel into the 

Service during 1972, as all vacancies had been filled by 

the reo:t'Ui tt10nt or 40 Firemen in Decet1ber 1971. 
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32. COMMUNICATION

Telephone

A new and larger Telephone SWitchboard � vi tally 

necessary :for Fire Service Readquarte,:s. The present Swi tell.­

board does not have the capacit y to meet the needs of the 

Service and, due to its age, is no longer reliable. Urgent 

considwation should be ·given to the securing of a larger and 

more modern Swi:tcllboard. as more than 75'1, of all fires and 

emergency calls reach the servi ce by telep}ione. 

Ra4io 

Most of the Fire . .t.pplio.nces in Georgetown are now 

fitted with Vecy Rtgh Frequency Radio11, 4nd this hail con­

tributed to the effici ency of the Service. Insta1lation

and Di.nor repairs were handled by a membet of the Service, 

and it is hoped that ellother member of the Servic e will be 

trained in this field. 

,,. AUXILI/:.RY SECTION 

With the arrival ot·new ,lppliances, one appliance 

was alloca ted for use by .t..u:d.Uar,;es 1.11 the Georll"tc,n 

Division. Eirery effort is being ma4e- to bring the strength 

of the section up to the level authorised. In this respect, 

a numbe r of persons were recruited in Georgetown ana New 

.hmAto""'3-.. 1,ut_ th.Ai.r · t=Ln:l.ne. was .dl'!fei-red unt:tl sometime in 

the new year when it -would have b een possible to issue them 

with basic uniforms •. The bard-core and.dediested oembe:rs of 

the Auxiliary should be  ccmplimented for their _continued 

.enthusiasm, and the unstinted service they have rendered the 

Nation. 
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34. VISITS

The Honourable Mininter of Home Affairs paid a visit 

to Fire Service Headquarters on Wednesday 20th Decenber 1972. 

The Minister inspected a Guard of Honour, and 

during his address c:allsi on all personnel to take stock of them­

selves, so that meobors of the general public would continue 

to have that feeling of confidence in the Guyana Fire Service, 

which they have enjoyed over the years.· 

35. ORG/..NISED TOURS

Stations in all Divisions were vis:l;ted by School 

Children, Police recruits, Scouts, Guides, Cubs and oenb ers 

of Youth Clubs, 

Their visits wore used as an opportunity to give 

brief instructions in Fire Safety and Fire Prevention, and 

considerable interest was evinced in the operations of the Fire 

Service. 

36. WELFJ .RE

The Sports Club in New J.mstordl).Ll and TiCoEihri con­

tinued to function during the year, 

L Sports Club Steering Corm ttoo was noci.natod in 

Docembur in an effort to resuscitate ac tivities of the Club 

in the Georgetown Division. 

37. FIRE PREVENTION BRJ,NCH

The Fire Prevention Section continuod to carry ou t 

illBpoctions throughout the year, and to [live technical advice 

to the Public with regards to fire safety problems. J. total 

of 2,747 inspections were carriGd out as comparc,d with 2,027 

for the previous year, 
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The liajority. ot, inspect:l.oJ:Js were:done in Georgetown, 

New Amsterdal!i, Linden and· in certain rural distriotso' · These in­

spections may be classified as original, follow-up and'good-will 

involving Government and Private Buildi�s su ch as - the ·Alumina 

and Bauxite Pl!lllts, Mines, Warehouses, Wharves, Hospitals, Nursing
·, . ' ' ' '. ' 

. 
. '• . .  ' . 

Homes, Hotels, .. Boarding. � Loclging � .. ,. GaSQ_lene .Fip.ing .. f:it.ations,

Bulk Petroleum· Installations, and other comlllereial and industrial

pr8Dlises •

. ' . ; . ' . 

Sp<,cial inspections to premises involved in fires were 

also carriod out at tho request of the Police Department to assist 
' ' i

in dotormin;ing the.,qause of certain fires. The Chief Wprks and 

CollJIJIUllications Officer also made r'l)q�"'i;.11 for- adri,.ce; ,o� safety 

conditions on Petroleum Filling Stations and Bulk: '.ee\wJ.eum InstalJ..,;·'·' 

ations for the ':issui� of the Annual Ptitro'leum Licences, and tho Post 

··.;; . 

Maater General made requests for firo safety advice in Rural Post

Offices.

Tho pur110se of e�h inspection WQ.S to evat�t'!I any existing 

hazard to· li.f'o or ·�po:r."tyo on 'euoh prQlllisos iand •to nako recoDmondations 

to minimise or to eliminate the danger; 'One 'Thousand; TwO'Hlmdrod and 
• • . • .•· .' • .. ' ' f -· 

Eiehty-Six .,( 1 r286) letters and momos. wore �ent to owners or' occupiers 
, . 

convoying more than Five Thousand (5,000) recommendations which were 
: ' ,(. 

invariablY implemented illlllodiately or within reasonable time. As a 
. ' . . ' . ' . 

result, it was only necessary to servo eight (8) Logel Notices under 

tho terms of the Fire Prevention Ordinance No. 19 of 1954, on fi:rms 
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Seventy Two (72) Building Applications with Plans 

·for erection of new buildings, or extensions to existing

buildings were exaoined with a view to giving advice on Fire

safety to the Secretary Central Housing and PlanningLuthority

and in some cases to the Secretary, Central Board of Health.

Special consideration was given to smoke and fire travel,

and means·of escape in case of fire in each case.

Other problens attracted attuntion during the year, 

such as - overciuwding of Cinenae and other breaches of the 

C:ln=togr!iph Regulations; the use of loose and unbattcmed 

chairs in the Queen's College L.uditoriun; setting att of squibs 

(a contraband article) in places of Public Entertainnent; 

Petroleun tank waggons conveying petroleum products without 

fire equipment etc. installed on them. 

38. PUBLICITY,

This section stepped up its publicity prograone 

during the year and participated in the Agrinultural 

Exhibitions, 1972, at the National Park; The Mission Chapel 

Fair and the Exhibition at Burnham1s Park, New lmsterdan, 

and the one day exhibition at Craig Village, East Bank, 

Dam,,rar� Fire .Prevention Booths were mounted at those 

fairs and exhibitions. Also several posters were displayed 

depicting nunerous fire safety measures on farI:JS and rural 

, areas, coraoorcial and industrial prenises, Fire P;f-evention 

in Homes and Hotels and how to sur10on the Fire Brigade in 

,.oaso of eoergencies. 



Handouts were distributed to the thousands of persons who 

visi tad these booths. The handouts contained useful hints 

on fire-prevention and procedures to be adppted in case of 

fire •. The �afety fiJ.ms were also shown at the exhibitions. 

39. TRAINING

MeLlbers of Guybau ConstabUlaey received extensive 

training.in Fire Prevention ·end Fire Fighting Techniques. 

Security Guards at Guyana Elactrii::ity Cocyoration .and the 

General Post Office received silJiliar training. · Batches of 

scouts were trained at Fire Brigade ·Headquarters enabling 

theri to qualify for the award of the FireIJa11's Badge • 

Students at the Guyana Industrial Training Centre, 

the Govermrant 'l'ochnical Institute and the Apprentice 

1'raining Contra, ·Port Mourant, were trained in eleiilentary 

i'ire prevention and fire fighting. 

Trainee Nurses were also trained .in Hospital 

!'ire Prev:ention and Protection, during their initial training 

courses, and Films on procedures to be adopted in oase-of 

fire in Hospitals, were also shown to them. 

One member of the li'ire Pro-vention Staff received 

training at the Fire Service 'l'echnical' College and. Brigades 

in the United lUngdom • 

40. RUR!.L INSPEC'l'IONS

Inspections were carried out ·at Mabaruma, North West 

District and Sectiomof East and West Demerara. Lack of 

suitable transporte.tion to convey equipment and oon to other 

areas continued to hinder this programi;ie0 



- 34, -

Nevertheless, though SLmll in nunber, the staff did 

their utoost with whatever oeans wore at their disposal, to 

fulfill tho roquirenonts of tho aoended Fire Prevention 

Ordinance, which now covers the entire territory of Guyana. 

It is hoped that the transportation problens will be solved 

early, when the Rural Districts will be inspected on a full 

scale with a view to inproving Fire Safety standards in those 

areas. 

41. GOVERIOOlflT BUILDINGS

Inspections were carried out at Governoent 

Buildings in Georgetown, New Ji.nsterdan, Linden and certain 

rural districts. Where necessm-y, fire equipnent wore 

provided for the protection of tho precises. Lectures and 

drills were also conducted on the use and operation of the 

fire equipcent on the ;rocises with particular ecphasis 

on procedures to be adopted in case of fire. 

RecmJIJendations were also subni tted for works 

to be carried out and in rooe cases inportant works such as 

providing suitable fire resisting bonds for storage of 

flannab1e substances, repairing of tho Fire Alaro Systeos, 

and providing extGrnal staircases (fire escapes) renained 

unattended to. 

42. HOSPIT£.LS

Weekly visits continued at the Georgetown, Mental, 

and New Lnste.�dan Hospitals for the purpose of conducting 

Fire Drills and Lectures, whereas fortnightly visits were 

carried out at the Palos, and oonthly inspections at the 

Mahaica, Best, Skeldon and Port Mourant Hospitals. During 

each visit, routine inspections were carried out and, whore 



Howevel', · the fire 'Plli:l:P and· �ants at the Mental 

:ilospi tal were stiii out of order at the ·end of this year 

although this was drawri to the attention of the proper. 

autho:ri tie s since 1960 •. The recommendation to %'&Site the 

· laboratory and the ·provision store f'rotl under the wards at

the New AnsterdaD. Hos¢.tal is outstanding. It is hoped these

wili be given priority during 1974.

43. msoNS

Monthl;
f 

visits continued at the Georgetown .and 

New .t.:bsterdSl:1 Priso'ns; and Fire Prevention Lectures and 

Drills were given 'to Priso n Officers with regards to the 

hazards associated w1 th these institutions • 

The recoi:inenda tion to provide alte:rmtive means 

Of escape froi:i 'the I<fale Infimary at the Jlew Amsterdan Prison 

retlained miattended to • It was also recOlltlended that the 

nl.eselene fuel tank at the Georgetown Prison shOuld be resi ted 

during the renO"Vation of the' kitchen. 

44. SCHOOLS

Inspections we:t-e carried out at a nucber of schools 

in Georgetown, New .llJlsterdaa. and certain.. rural, districts. 

In sone cases it was neceseary to insta11 fire equipment in 

the buildings • 

The Qu&,n•s College auditoriuc was frequently used 

for staging· concerts and other live perf'omancelil, hence it 

was necessary to inepect the precises before each occasion. 

During these events,' Fire· Prevention Personnel stbod by as 

a safety oeasure. · ·' 



The use of loose and unba ttened chairs in this audi toriuo 

during such perforoances is causing this Departnent SOL1e 

concern, since the nuober of persons pernitted in the 

auditoriUI:1 is one thousand (1,000). The nornal safety 

requireuents are that where the audience exfeeds two hundred 

(200) persons all seats in the auditoriun should be securely

fixed to the floor, or battened together in lengths of no 

less than four (4) or not L1ore than twelve (12) in a row. 

It is hoped that the battened chairs which were provided for 

use in the auditoriun will be repaired and put back into use 

and the loose chairs battened 8.ccordingly. 

45 UMJ.W. YJJ,J. (BEN/Jl) 

It was 1onsidered necessary for special fire pre­

cautionary L1easures to be taken during its construction and 

use. Frequent inspections were carried out by Fire Preven­

tion Personnel during the N0n-J.ligned Conference; in addition 

a Firenan was on s_tandby•duty round-the-clock. These arrange­

nents were also inplenented during the Carifesta Celebrations. 

Two (2) 1001 hosereels were installed as ad_ded protection. 

46. FIRE EQUIPMENT

The following equipnent was allocated to Govern­

nent Buildings during the year under review. It was neces­

sary to site fire extinguishers in new buildings or to re­

place fire extinguishers which had deteriorated through age 

or lack of proper naintenanco. Recharging of fire 

extinguishers was also necessary where tho equipment was 

used at actual fires, discharged accidentally, or suffered 

weakening of the charge through age:-
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E!m!i EXT1!fG['!:SHERS . 

Air Foam 

Water ,Type . , . r . ,

Carbo!!, Dioxide 

Uaj.;f;l.ash 

' • • I 
' • 

�' gln. 

2 gln. 

5 lbs. 

-

-

-

EIRE EXTINGUISfilIB CH/.;RG:F:l 

J.ir l'OSl:1 -

· Cbenica1 Foao -··· -

Conquest Water CO2 - -

ttu�ft Water CO2 - -=

Soda Leid - ...

Uniflash - -

B.C.F. ·-

C.T�C. 

12 

47 

6 

1 

48 

70 

29 

12 

43 

1:, 

1 

1 

EXTINGUISHERS RErny,RGED BY DEMERf,RA, OXYGJ!lf 

Carbon Dioxide 5·1bs. - 2 

COL/l.RM 5 lbs. - 2

QTBER·E0,;1IPMEN'r 

co. 

Suction Hose -·· 4 lengths

Delivery- Hose -

Bran!illes· .;

Basket Strsirier 

Metal Strairier -

Suction Wrenches 

250 G.P.M. Portable Pump .. 

(Set) Tool -''Kit· 

COLilIIM (10 lbs.) 

COIJ.RM (5 lbs. )

Hose-reels 100 1 

-

-

12 " 11 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

. ·1 



- 38 -

Fire Buckets 

Fire Blanketss 

10 1 Ring Rubber Washers 

Morris II fl 

CO2 extinguisher discharge 
horn 

5 

3 

7 

10 

l 

Because of the fact that the general public is 

becoming more and.more aware of the importance of Fire Protection, 

numerous requests were made from the Private Sector for staff 

to be trained in Fire Prevention and safety measures, also 

for technical advice and inspections to be carried out in various 

premises. 

47. PRIVATE HOSPITALS

Private Hospitals were inspected in accordance with 

the Private Hospitals Ragulations No. 23 of 1972. Every private 

hospital was inspected. 

48. C INEM.AS

The overcrowding, obstruction of passageways and 

emergency Exits, and other breaches of the Cinematograph 

Regulations .continued to attract attention. This Section in 

its endeavour to control the situation carried out 193 surprise 

inspections in Georgetown. In some instances the Police were 

invited to investigate situations which appeared unsatisfactory, 

with a view to taking Legal proceedings against defaulting 

managements. 

The Fire Prevention staff continued to standby 

during live performances at cinemas and visited several children's 

matinee shows in the interest of safety. 



49. Gf+SOLENE FILLING STATIONS

.t.pplications with pia.na for er ection of new stations 
,·, .! 

and for increasril storage of 19troleun products, were exmined, 

and sp ecial advice given to the Secretary, Central Rousing 

and Plamdng J.uthori ty and the Chief Works and CO!illl\lilications 

Officer, with re.garde to Fire Safety on such preoises and 

neighbouring buildings, before final appl'oval was. granted in 

each case. 

. ,._ 

Cooking in places other than kitohens. Six persons 

who failed to heed ·fire saf ety· advice and other fire prev en-

tion rec<illr.iendations W;8J.'S proseoutqd ·by the ·Oity Constabulary, 
.·. ·; 

'tor .�dtltt-iv•n1nif' the' Cd. ty By-Laws, • 
\ -, • - ' r • • 

5r. let.:R:Il!'ESTA · 

The various :sites and build:l,nes whiOh were to _be: 

used during· the cel ebrations were linspected and provided with 
.. •;· ' ' . 

fir� equipi:ient. Seve:L'al visits w<n-e oade by t181ilbers of tl:¥1 

Fire Prevention Staf'f'at these preJJises during the celebi'ations 

and' advice given on procedures to 'be adopted :l,n case of 

8tl8it'gencies • 

Aa ant icipated, ·capacity crowds attended the several 

functions and perforclinces at Q;ucen's College, St. Rose's, 
' '· ' . ' ·. ' ' 

High School, the Cultural Centre llnd the National Park, ... and 

on each· ·oc¢asioir.t1enl:lers of the staff stood by as a preca:µ-

tiollBry t1easure. 

There were three incidents durin
g 

these celebra­

tions: 

l. /,t Queen's College c0t1pound two live electrical

wires short circuited and began to arc.
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2. At the.Cultural Centre live electrical wires cane

in contact with a section of the inprovised roof

and began to arc.

3. An electrical iron was carelessly left on in the

Cultural Centre and began to burn the combustible

oaterial it was resting on.

The incidents were quickly brought under control 

by Fire Prevention Personnel who were on stand by duty. 

1.n analysis of the inspections, etc., carried out

during the year (1972) is as follows:-

TRAINING & PUBLICITY 

TYPE OF PREMISIB 
Nuober of I la. &:, .n . .w l'luober or l:'e:r;,,, 

Inspections Lectures Shows sons J.ttended 

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS . 

Public Hospital . 54 44 8 711 

Palns 20 18 3 294 

Other Governnent 
Buildings 838 95 21 7,249 

PRIVATE BUILDINGS 

Fire Hydrants 48 

Cooking Appljoations 30 

Petroleuo Installatiol1S 52 

Hospitals 7 

Investigation of Fires· 16 . 

Cinooas 193 

"liscella.."leous 1,489 186 9 5,246 
-

2,747 343 41 13,500 
=-- = = == 



EXPENDITURE - GUYANA FIRE SERVICE 

- .1.21l -

HEAD 22 - MINISTRY OF HOME .A.FFllRS 

No. FO HEllD 

1 

2 

3 

6. 

a. 

9. 

10. 

11 • 

12 • 

FIRE PROTEC(l'IOlf SERVICES 

TITLE OF SUB-HElAD 

Personal Emoluments 

Transport&: Travelling 

Miscellaneous 

Uniform&: Bedding 

Expenses - Training Courses 

FUneral Expenses 

Maintenance&: Operations of Land 
&: Water Transport, 

.Ambulance &: First Ji.id Equipme nt 

Auxiliary Unit 

Maintenance&: Pipe Lines in 
Commercial areas 

Purchase of Fire Equipment 

N. I, S,

EXPENDITURE 

759,234,14 

29,575.61 

3,013.17 

32,888.44 

1,100.00 

Nil 

48,821.82 

1,000.00 

139.48 

12,000.00 

32,921.10 

------------�--+-------------------'---------� 



I/ 

CONCLUSION: 

All members of ·the Service continued to display 

the high sense of devotion to duty and loyalty expected af 

them. The publio whom they serve did not fail to show implicit 

confidence· in their ability to deal efficiently with emergencies 

by day or night. A high standard of Fire Prevention and Fire 

·' Protection were therefore in evidence throughout the year and
..

this, without doubt, had its impact on fire wastage which

could so seriously affect a cot.ntry's economy. All ranks 

of the Service'must be  commended for the fighting spirit sho,m 

throughout the year in the performance of their duties. 

0 0 0 
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