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ANNUAL REPORT OF THB BRITISH 
GUIAhA FIRJc; BRIGJ.lDJ:!., AND AMBU­
UliJCE S1:;RVIC.t;; FOR '.IHI; YEAR 

The Honourable, 
The Minis ter of Home Af fairs, 
Brickdam, 
Georgetown. 

Sir, 

1965 

FIRE BRIGADE HE .ADQUARTEiS, 
Water Street, 

Geor getow n, 

17th January, 1966. 

I have the honour to submit for your information the Annual 

Report of the British Guiana Fire Brigade and Ambulance Service for th e 

year ended 31st De cember, 1965.

1. JSstablishment

The establishment of the Brigade at the end o f  the year was 

as follows:-

1 Deputy Chief Fire 

2 Station Gfficer s 
1 Mot or lvlechanic 

5 Sub 0ffiCSTS 

12 Se ction .i.Jeaders 

35 �eading Firemen 

119 ]':ifr e men 

Officer 

2 Clerical Assistants 

2 Barrack .wabourers 

2. Stations

During the year, two land stations and one river station 

were maintained in Georgetow n, and one land station in the town of 

New Amsterdam. 

The need for inc:t'easing tbe numoer of stations in Georgetown 

has been re c ognised for many years, and is greatest at this time, when 

the .continued expa,nsion of the city and its environs, makes it difficult 

to ensure a five-minute service, to an!f part of the outlying areas, 

espe cially during those-times oi the day whe n  traf fic is, heavy. 

It is hoped that p lans which have be en put forward for pro­

viding three new stations in Georgetown will be approved and put into 
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ef fect at an early date. 

The need for ,establishing uni ts of the Brigade in certain

heavily populated rural areas, was clearly seen during the distorbances

of a few years ago, and it is hoped that approval of plans subm itted for 

th e setting up of these rural stations will be given enrly.

�- Fire �oat Statiop 

The number of men stationed at Fire Boat Station at 31st 

December, 1965, was as follows:-

1 Sub Officer 

3 Qection Leaders 

5 .Leading .l!'Uemen 

17 Firemen 

Two Fireboars, The 11Lady Woolley" atld "Sto.gshnw" maintained 

the service during the year o.nd were responsible for turning out on 1,448 

occasions ns follows:-

Responding to .E'ir e Cnlls . . .. 56 

Special �ervices 
(Emergency Galls) 16 
( Ordinary Calls) 20 . . .. 36 

Transporting the sick 
injured from Vreed-en-Hoop etc. . . 787 

.Assistance rendered to the Polir.e . . . . 196 

Miscellaneous Calls . . .. 373 

Emergency Special Service 

On two separate occasions, one person was rescued from drown­

ing; on one occasion, eleven persons were rescued from drifting out to 

seo. in an open boat. Of the other thirteen occasions, vessels weie saved 
from sinking in the ho.rbour. 

Miscellaneous Calls:- Are those where assistance wo.s rendered to various 

�inistries namely:-

Ministers of the Government 

Doctors, Magistrates, Nurses and 

Senior Government Officers. 

The need for a fast and comfortable Ambulance type launch to accomtnodo.te 

stretcher cases is considered urgent due to the increase in the number 

of this type of call. Construction of a new Fire Boat is now being con­

sidered and it is expected that accommodation for ambulance cases would 

be provided. 

4 ./ ••••••• 
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4. Tne appJ.innces held at the erid of the year 1965 were:­

GBORG.c;TO\vN UNI'1� 

Five (5) Dennis �ater fenders of 600 g.p.m. capacity each equipped 

with V.H.F. Radio. 

One (1) Major Pump of 900 g.p.m. capacity 

Five (5) Land Rover Fire Appliances of 350 g.p.m. capacity 
each equipped with V.H.F. �adio and a Portable Pump 
of 250 to 300 g.p.mo capacity. 

One (1) Land Rover Jeep

One (1) Volkswagen Utility Van

One (1) �ire �oat of 2,700 g.p.rn. capacity equipped with
V.H.F. Radio

One (1) Fire Boat of 500 g.p.m. capacity equipped with
V .H.F. Radio. 

Two (2) Morris Commercial Ambulances

Two (2) Ledford Ambulances equipped with V.H.F. Radio

One . (l) Land Rover Diesel "'mbu lance 

One (1) Volkswagen Ambulance

NEW AMS':CERTIAM UNIT 

One (1) John Kerr Water lender of 600 g.p.m. capacity

One (1) Dennis Water Tender of 600 g.p.m. capacity

One (1) 8elf-Propelled Pump of 350 g.p.m. capacity

One (1) Austin Champ (:E'irefly) of 350 g.p.m. capacity

One (1) Land Rover (],irefly) of 350 g.p.m. capacity equipped
with V.H.F. Radio and Portable Pump cf 250 to 300 g.p.m. 
capacity. 

One (1) Horris Commercial Ambulance

One (1) Land Rover l!iesel Ambulance equipped with V.H.:B'. Radio

Two (2) Volkswagen hmbulances.

5. Maintenance

The maintenance of Fire Appliances, Fire Boa ts, Ambulances nnd 

otber equipment continued during the year as the respon.sibility of the 

Brigade's maintenance staff. All fire appliances, ambulances and other 

equipment were maintained at a. high �tandard of efficiency for immediate use 

in an emerg€ncy, but it should be pointed out that the maintenance staff is

seriously handicapped by not ho.ving a proper workshop, the need for which 

has been pointed out for several years. 

lour hundred and forty eight (448) repair jobs were carried 

out inclt.1,ding engine repa)..rs and overhauling. The fire boo.t 1ady Woolley 

continued to be Dry-Docked by Sprostons :W.mi ted sine e the }'ire Brigade has 

no such facility for its maintenance. 

On/ ••... 
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On the whole, inspite of the ls.ck of certain facilities the 

maintenance stuff carried out their duties very creditably. 

6. �

A total of 34,350 feet of hose was held by the brigade at 31st 

�ecember, l965; 25,575 feet in Georgetown and B,775 feet in New Amsterdam. 

7. Hydrants

Four new hyd�ants were installed during the year in the follow-

ing e.reas:-

now 1,226. 

(n) One on the eastern side of Vlissengen RoaQ,
near the Prime Minister's Residence.

(b) Three in the compound of the Guyana Defenc8
Force Compound, Thomas Lands.

The total number of hydrants in Georgetown and its ·environs is 

Hydrants were regularly inspected by the Fire Brigade staff to 

ensure that they are in proper usable conditi on. Defective hydrants were 

reported to the Water Commissioners who effected th e repairs promptly. 
. . 

In New Amsterdam no new hydre.nts were installed during the year. 

�here are 120 hydrants situated in the Town of New Amsterdam. 

The suthori tie{;. conti nued in their efforts to ensure that all hydrants a.re 

working efficiently. 

Throughout the year, inspections were carried out by l!'ire Lrigade 

staff to test and clean nll hydrants to ensure that they are in working order. 

Tbe Water Commissioners looked after o.11 defects promptly whenever they were 

brought to their attention. 

s. Equipment heceived

tne year •. 

The following equipment and items of stores were received during 

4 - Lund Rover ]'ire Appliances 

2 - Volkswagen Ambulances 

1 - Pye baster Set Transmitting & Receiving 

4 - V .H.::ll'. A.H. Vnnguo.rd Sets Tro.nsmi t'ting & Receiving 

2 - Bantam battery oets 

186 - .Lengths 75' x 2t" Super:Elex ·rted Delivery Hose 

12 - 8 ft length 4 11 B.s.s. Suction Hose 
1. 1 - KVA ll0-220 Volts A.O. 50cc !Lighting plant 22 H.P. 

1 - heavy duty spray gun 

1 - 220 Volt blectric bell 

1 - Semi Rotary Pump No. 3 
contd/ ••••• 
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6 - Ambulnnce �lectric Bells 12 Volts 

1 - Hailer 

100 - Galvanised buckets 

128 - 0oda Acid Charges 

62 - Nu-Swift Air Foam bxtinguishers complete 

87 - Nu-Swift Air Foam Charges 

35 - Nu-Swift Water type pressure refills 

2 - 5 lbs. CO
2 

�xtinguisher� 

30 - Conquest CO2 Gas Catridge refills C. 55

3 _ H.R. 3 Pyrene bveryway !viodel "A" Hose Reel complete 

50 - Water/Air pressure type extingµishers 

10 C.T.C. bxtinguishers 

10 - C.T.C. 1xtinguisher Charges 

9. Special Services

The Brigade carried out 211 Special Services during the year in 

addition to responsing to Fire Calls and other emergencies as well as Ambulance 

Call. Twenty-one of these special services were classified as Emergencies. No 

charges were made for such services or for those of n humanitarian nnture. All 

other types of services n�e however chargeable at the approved standard rates. 

During th.e year the sum of $4,771.55 was collected as charges for 

special services rendered. '.l'his yielded to Government .a revenue of i2,496.81. 

�ature of vervice 

Pum�ing out Barges, Pontoons and Salvaging vessels 
in Earbour or at sea 

Filling 'fa:o,ks, vats and swimming pools with water 

Supplying fresh water to vessels in harbour 

Standing by at cooking 

Standing by at Public bntertainments 

Resetting couplings to delivery hose 

Charging �xtinguishers 

Destroying Cinematograpb films 

Flushing out drainage channels 

Rescuing animals from tranch 

Attending accidents where petrol spilled on surface 
of road 

Burst Electr�cal wires 

Rescuing man overboard 

Ni see llane ou s 

. .

� .

. .

.. 

. .

• •  

. .

. .

• •  
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10. Fire Co.lls

The brigade responded to 435 fire calls during the year, an 

analysis of which is given hereunder in comparison with the calls attended 

in 1964 :-

G.i!:ORGB·rowN UNIT 

Aotual Ji'ires 

Late l!'ir e Calls 

Fulse Alarm (Good Intent) 

False Alarm (Malicious) 

Actual ]'ires 

J..iate Fire Calls 

N£W AMST�RDAM UNIT 

Fo.lse Alarm (Good Intent) 

J!'nlse alarm (r-'Jn.licious) 

1964 
347 271 

24 24 

22 12 

103 71 

1964 � 

54 45 

10 5 

10 5 

2 2 

From the figures shown above, the num ber of calls attended in 

- 1965 was 23.95% less than the number for the presious year. This seems to be

due to a greater degree of fire consciousness on the part of the general public,

and may be traced directly to the Brigade's Fire Prevention campaign. There was

also a. 30.47% drop in Malicious .l!'alse Ala rms as compo.red with 1964. This is _,, 

very encouraging ns it appears that the efforts rrnde to curb this irresponsible

practice are bearing fruit.

�AUSBS OF· FIR�S 

Careless disposal of cigarette ends and m::'l.tdhes 

�lectri�al Faults 

Electric, Gas and Oil stoves 

Wilful and halicious setting of fire 

Unknown 

Ignition af inflo.mmable vapours, liquids or substances 

Careless burning of rubbish 

l•1utor Vehic;J..e faults 

Overheating of electrical appliances 

vhildren playing with matches 

Boiling over of fats, oils and tars 

Oil lamps, candles and mosquito coils 

Welding 

Reigni ton 

.i.,irty chimneys 

.Explosives 

Radia ted i::.<io.t 
Destroying �ests 

Improper cor,struction of fire Marth 

. .

. .

. .

•• 

. .

. .

. .

. .

. .

. .

. .

. .

,, 

•• 

. .

. .

. .

. .

. .

•tm_t b o a._L • ._

76 

102 

45 

23 

17 

12 

2 

5 

6 

20 

4 

3 

7 

4 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 
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METHOD OF EXTINGUISHING 

By 0ccupunts or other persons using buckets of 

water, wet bugs or hand extinguishers b efore the 

arrival of the Brigade 

By Blectricity Corporati on 

By Brigade using:-

(n) Hand Applicwces

( b) Hose Reels

(o) Fire bats

(d) lluckets of wo.ter

(e) One jet fr om pump

(£) Two jets from pump 

(g) Three jets from pump

(h) Four jets from pump

METHOD OF CALLING FIIlE BRIGAJ/-<; 

GLORGBTOWN UNIT 

Central .1:!ixcho.nge (Emergency Line) 
Central bxobunge (Administro.tive L ine) 

Polic e Direct Line 

Runn:i,ng Calls 

1'rivnte Fire Alarms 

VoH.F. Radio 

NEW AMSTBRDAM UNIT 

Central -Dxchunge (Broo rgency Line) 

Running Cans 

Private Fire Alurms 

TYPbS OF PROPLRTY INVOLVLD 

Dwelling House 

Overhead electrical wiring nnd Transf ormer 

Sawdust o.nd rubbish dumps 

Boarding o.nd L odging houses and restnurnnts 

Hate ls 

Sports Club 

Government Build ings 

Mot or Vehicles 

i'\ukets 

Business Premises 

Dwelling house & Business premises (combined) 

Storero om nnd ware-house 

Private Gardens 

Dry Grass 

Boats 

. . .  

. . .  

. . .  

. . .  

. . .  

. . .

. . .

. . .  

. . .

. . .  

b • •  

. . .  

. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .  

. . .

. . .  

. . .  

. . .

. . .  

. . . 

C e 0 

. . .  

. . .

. . .  

121 

85 

8 

31 

5 

7 

71 

7 

3 

1 

310 

32 

2 

24 

9 

1 

47 

5 

5 

118 

67 

25 

2 

1 

1 

23 

12 

2 

6 

19 

1 

1 

24 

4 
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Of fices 

.Schools 

Hospito.ls 

Cinema 
Churches 

Wharves 

Fa.ct or ie s 

Saw-milling yards 

Mechanic Workshop 

J?lantat ions 

Play Grounds 

Night Clubs 

Out-houses 
Bewers 

- 8 -

HOURS AT WHICH CALLS WBRE Ri;CBIVED 

12 mid-night to 6.00 a.m. 

6.00 a.m. to � 0 noon 

12.00 noon to 6.00 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. to 12.00 mid-night 

Georgetown 
Unit 

62 

92 

108 

116 

11. Buildj_ngs Destroyed or seriously damaged

Buildings destroyed - Georg1'3town

. . . 3 

. . . 4 

. . . 6 

. . .  3 

. . .  1 

. . .  5 

. . .  8 

. . . 1 

. . .  7 

... . 3 

••• 10 

. . . 2 

. . . 1 

. . .  1 

New Amsterdo.m 
Unit 

15 

23 

14 

A two floor building of wood and concrete construction, men.suring 

approximo.tely 60 1 x 24 1 covered with galvo.nised iro n sheet roof,situated at 

38 Sussex Street Charlestown, Georgetown, owned by Mr. Bushie M. Ro.ufman, and 

occupied by Ivir. & Mrs. Rnufman o.nd Jean Wilson on the f irst floor nnd on the 

ground floor by Mr. Bustnue Tho mus nnd Mr. Clinton HcCoy. Building completely ,. 

gutted (7.2.65 - 2.14 u.m.). 

A one flat wooden building mensuring o.pproxinntely 35 1 x 28 1 , roof 

covered with corrugn ted galvo.nised sheets, situated o.t 51 Ho.dfie ld Street, 

Lodge, owned an d occupied by Mr. & Mrs. Simon and family. Intertor of building 

gutted and conten ts completely destroyed (2.12._65 - 3.53 p.m.). 

Building Destroyed - New Amsterdam 

A wooden two flat building measuring approxim..1.tely 45 1 x 30 1 with 

galvanised sheeted roof, situated o.t St. ann Street, New Amsterdam, Berbice, 

owned o.nd occupied by Mr. Milton Ramdihol and fam ily as o. dwelling house.- The 

building was completely destroyed. (12.11.65 ... 6.15 a.m.). 

Building/ ••••• 



Building Seriously dnmnged - Georgetown. 

A wooden building of three floors measuring npproximci.tely 80 1 x 40 1 

roof co vered with galvanised sheets, situated nt Robb & King Streets, 

Georgetown, used as a Boarding House, Restaurant, Cycle Store, and Night­

Club, was owned by hessrs &eggie and Dennis Whitehead of 228 Camp Street, 

Georgetown, and occupied by J:v,r. Unus Hnck, Mr. & Mrs. Que, Mr. Rahim & family 

and Mrs. Inez Williams. The entire restaurant which wns on the ground· 

floor was gutted, also the under side of the first floor was seriously damaged. 
(28.5.65 - 8.10 p.m.). 

& wooden building of three floors measuring approximately 35 1 x 25 1 

covered with galvanised sheet roof, used as Library and U.S.A. Consulate 

Offices, owned by U.S.A. Governmen t. The first floor. and walls of the 

ground floor were severely damaged by a blast from an explosion. Books and 

office equipment were damaged either by smoke and fire ·or water (24.6.65 -

5.06 p.m.). 

A two fla t eight apartment range of wood and concrete cons truction, 

with roof covered with corrugated aluminum sheets, situnted at 188 Camp­

bellville Housing 0cLeme, owned by t be Government of Bri tisb Guiana, and 

occupied by l•irs. t-'iaud Canzius, Micha.el Gardener and Mrs. Florizel Newtott 

and family. Apartment on the top floor was seriously dam..'1:ged also the roof 

of two other apartments was damaged. (13.8.65 - 12.�8 p.m.). 

Buildings seriou� _ do.mo.�d _- New Ams_terdo.m 

A wooden two floor building with galvanised sheeted roof �asuring 

approximately 26 1 x 24 1 , situated at St. Ann Street, Hew Amsterdam, Berbice, 

owned and occupied as a dwelling house by Mr. & Mrs. Kalikn Misir & family. 

The external eastern and western walls, also roof were damo.ged by fire. 

(12.11.65 - 6.15 a.ru.). 

A wooden one fln t building with galvo.nis ed co vered roof mensuring 

npproxirrntely 25' x 25 1 with 10 1 x 8 1 kitchen attached to the body of the 

house, situo.ted a.t 16 New Street, Berbice, owned by Miss Inn Bnbb, and 

occupied a� a. dwelling house by Jvir. & Mrs. Clement Johnson. The interior 

walls, roof and furniture were burnt by fire (6.12.65 - 2.12 p.m.). 

RUR1,L t,R;E,f,S 

Building Destroyed 

A wooden two flat building measuring o.ppToxinntely 20 1 x 15 1 
with

roof covered with gnlvnnised sheets situated o.t 146 Mandee Street, .l:'rasho.d Nugar 9 

..tiast Coast Demera ro. owned and occupied by Mr. & r-i1rs. J.lurga & fo.m ily o.s n 

dwelling house. Building completely destrbyed. (23.1.65 - 1.02 o..m.). 

A wooden one fl,2t building measuring approximately 20' x 18' with 

· the/ ••••
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the roof covered with galvanised sheets, situated at Lusignan, West, East Const 

Dereernra, owned and occupied by ivJr. Mohamed Allie as a dwelling house. Build-

ing wns completely gutted. (20.2. 65 - 8.58 p.m.). 

A thatched house measuring npproxirrutely 7 1 x 6' with gal vanised 

sheeted roof situated at �d inburg Villa.ge, �ast Dank, Berbice, owned and 

occupied by 1'1r. i�athaniel .ballers ns n dwelling house. 

destroyed. (4 .4.65 - 5.40 p.m.). 

Building was completely 

A wooden one flat building measuring approxinn tely 35 1 x 24 1 the 

roof covered with aluminium sheets, s ituated at Port Mournnt, Corentyne, 

Herbice, owned by the Government of British Guiana un d occupied by Mr. 

Rnghunnndo.n (Social hssistance Officer) as a dwelling house. The building was 

completely destroyed. (4.8.65 - 1.45 u.m.). 

A wooden one fl at building measuring npproxi!l1Eltely 60 1 x 36 1 with 

the roof covered with aluminium sheets, situated at Mibikuri, Black Bush 

Polder, Core ntyne, �erbice, this building was n dwelling house and owned by 

the Government of bri tish Guio.m. 'rhe building was comple tely destroyed. 

(12.8.65 - 11.02 p.m.). 

A wooden building measuring approximately 60 1 x 24 1
, the roof covered 

with corrugated galvanised sheets situated at Port Mournnt, Corentyne, berbice, 

owned and occupied by Port Mournnt Bstnte as a C1ub House. The building was 

completely destroyed, (13.9.65 - 2.40 n.m.)� 

A wooden building of one floor. measuring approximately 45 1 x 30'

with o. galvanised sheet roof si tun ted at iiuchlyne Village, Corentyne, Eerbice. 

The building was owned by the Church of Scotland in British Guia.no. nnd occupied °"' 

by Reverend �wart Richards 8nd Cecil Tyndall (Manse). The building was 

completely destroyed. (12.11.6? - 6.15 a.m.). 

A rwo flat building, bottom flat constructed of ferro co ncrete and 

the top flat of wood, measuring approximately 40 1 x 25 1 with the roof covered 

with gnlvo.ni,sed sbeets, situo.ted nt Lot 11A" Grove Public Rond, B.B.D. The 

building was owned and occupied by Mr .• & Mrs. Cho-Ping Quan and family a.s a. 

dwelling house on the first floor and Grocery & Dry Goods sto;� on the 
I 

ground floor. Building was completely destroyed. (3.12.65 - �-35 n.m. 

building seriously damaged 
A large Rice Mill situated o.t l1lahnicony & AbCtry \',est Coast ·Berbice, 

o.nd owned by the Maha.ico ny Rice Development Company. The south eastern corner 

of the building wus seriously do.mnged. (.4.5.65 - i.20 a.m.). 

A wooden two flat building measuring approximo.tely 120 1 x 35 1 with 

galvanised sheeted roof situated nt To.in Village Corentyne, Berbice, owned by 

,..
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the Government of British Guiana nnd used as a. school. �tutionery, western 

wall and roof were damaged by fire (21.6.65 -3.03 a.rn.). 

12. D�a.ths by Yire

During the year the following persons died as a result of injuries 

caused by fire:-

Solomon Nelson (39) of "Y" Hadfield Street 

Augustus Spencer(35) of 47 Princess Street 
Wortmo.nv ille 

John McCormack 

13. Ambulance Calls

(21) of 258 Thomas Street,
Georgetown 

• • • 29. 5. 6 5

11. 8. 6 5

12.8.65 

The operation of the Ambulance Servi ce continued to be an important 

facet of the Brigade's work throughout the year. A total of 14,029 calls were 

attended for the period under review, an o.verRge of 38 calls per day. Of 

the to-tal number of calls, 11,550 were Bmergency calls, while the remaining 

2,479, which were classified o.s Private Calls, were for the :emovo.l of sick 

persons by arrangement, from home to institution or vice verso.. The trnns­

portntion of cases from tbe Amerindian Hostel, the Pnlms, Dhnrm Sbaln and 

other institutions to hospit.nl or clinics for treatment was c.lso undertaken. 

A number of stretcher cases were also conveyed from borne to hospital for 

treatment on the request of the �ocial Service Department of the Georgetown 

flospi tal. 

The Ambulances covered u distance of 98,523 miles on o.11 calls. 

Mentol Gases 

One hundred and ninety seven mental patients were conveyed by 
I 

Ambulance from tbe Garorgetown Hospital to the Georgetown Railway for conveyance 

by train and steamer and then r;y Ambulance to the t,iental Hospital, Co.nje. 

Atkinson .i!'ield 

Ambulo.nces responded to calls from Atkinson Field on 209 occasions 

to convey to the Georgetown Hospital sick or injured persons, many of wh om 

arrived by plane from the interior. 

14. 'l'rnining

(a) Locnl

The practice of regular tn1ining of members of the Brig&de continued 

at all sto.tions through out tbe yeo.r. Pro.ctical drills were co.rried out with 

appliances and equipment, o.nd special trnining in the use of Brea.thing 

Apparatus an d resuscitators was undertaken. 

The lack of Drill Ground facilities for use by the Georgetown 

Unit personnel continues to be a serious problem. Considerable effort ho.s been 

made/ .•.. 
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made to have the yr,rd spnce o.t Central J!'irc ::itation resurfaced bu t without o.ny 

success. �ith the impen ding shift of Uentral tire Stntion, due to the proposed

re-development of the area, iii is not likely, that the requests rode for this

resurfacing would ll?eceive any attention. 

Tro.ining with special reference to ship fires, wns mo.into.ined through­

out the year o.t ]'ire J.>oo.t Sto.tion, o.nd clnsses in Seamo.nship and the per;formance 

of rescues at sea were also hel d. 

Seven Leading F'iremen and Four �'irernen pursued courses of training 

at the Government 'l'echnHal Institute in Building Construction, Motor Mechanics, 

Machining and Fitting, blectrical Installation, Carpent ry and Joinery o.nd Radio 

Technology. 

(b) Overseas

One Subordino.te Officer attended o. training course in the United 
Ste.tes. 

15. 1eo.ve - Annual

Two thousand, two hundred and forty six days leave was· granted to 

personnel averaging 12. 54 days per man o.s compared with an aver2,ge of 12.96 days 

per man for the previous year. 
Sick 

The general health of personnel has not been very good as 2,037 do.ys 

sick leo.ve was granted during the year. This show s an o.vero.ge of 11.37 days 

per man, a.nd compared with an average of 9. 5 days per ma.n for the p:revl.ons year

indicates a rise of 1.87 days per man. 

Va.cation 

Fifty one men were granted a total of 3,612 days vacation leave for 

the year, an average of 71 days per applicant. 

Special 

Twelve. men were granted 52 days for the year, an average of 4.3 days 

each. 

16. Di scipline

The usually high standard of discipline was maintained during the 

year. Fourteen cases for breached. of discipline were dealt with resulting 

as followsi-

3ev'erely Reprimanded . . . 3 

Reprimanded . . . 3 

E'ine s 1 day's pay . . . 5 

Fines 2 days pay . . . 2 

Fines 3 days pay • • •  1 

17. Resignation

During the year six firemen resigned from the brigade to take up 

r8sidence abroaQ. 

Death/ •••• 
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Death 

One :&'ireman, a probationer, died in the Geor getown Hospital on 

the 19th July, 1965. 

18. Retirement

Mr. L.:B'. Watkins, Ch ief Fj_re Officer, and Mr. S.G. Thompson, 

Motor Mechanic, Firemen G. William s and E. Allen, retired after attaining 

compulsory retirement age. 

19. Suspension 

One Fireman of the New Ams ter dam Unit was suspended from duty 

pending the outcome of a criminal charge. 

20. Pro motions

Two Section Leaders performing operational duties were promoted to 

the rank of §c1b Officer. E'ive Leading ]'irernen to the rank of Section Leader, 

four Firemen to the rank of Leading :F'iremen and one Section Leader to be Motor 

21. Awards

The Chief Fire Officer was awarded the Queen's Fire Service Medal. 

One Fireman was presented with a Cert ificate from the Society for the Pro­

tection of Life from Fire by His Excellency the Governor, and fourteen other 

members of the brigade were presented with .Long 0ervice and Good Conduct

Medals by the Minister of Home Affairs, Dr. The Hon. P�A. Reid. 

22. Jisits

At the invitation of the bri tish Guiana Government, Mr. Francis Mee 

O.BeB• M.I. Fire Erlgineers of Her Majesty's Fire Servi ce Inspectorate in the

Horne Office was sent to Briti.sh Guiana by the United Kingdom Gover nment to 

advise the bri tish Guiana Government on the possib le expansion of the British 

Guiana Fire Drigade an d to make recommendations in respect of staffing and 

equipment .. 

Mr. hees arrived in British Guiana on 10th October, 1965, and left 

on 1st November, 1965a During his visit'in addition to carrying out in­

spections of personnel, equipment, records, h olding interviews, drills and 

exercises in Georgetown and New A�sterdam, Mr. Mees. visited pra ctically all 

of the well populated rural and interior dis tricts and was shown around by 

the Acting Chief Fire Officer. 

Organised 'l'our s 

Organised groups of sch ool children, police recruits and members 

of/ ..... 
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of youth clubs were taken on educational tours of Fire Brigade Headquarters 

and Fire Boat i;:itation. On each occasion, a short talk was given by a 

Senior .Subordinate i'ire Officer followed by explanations of the appliances 

and equipment shown and a pr actical demonistration wherever possibie. 

23. Communications - Telephone

An essential provision in any Fire �ervice is the means for 

receiving Fire Calls and other emergencies. Such calls are received chiefly 

by telephone through Central Exchange, Police direct line or by the Fire 

Alarm Systems connected to the Control Room at Fire Brigade Headquarters. 

The telephone switch board at Brigade Headquarters has reached the 

stage where it needs the attention of the technicians at least once per 

week. .Eifforts are being made to provide a more up-to-date switchboard. 

Radio 

Four �ew V.H.F. Portable radio sets were received during the 

year and installed on appliances, and two bantam sets for the use of the 

Chief and :Deputy .!!'ire Officers. One new master set was also received, and 

will be installed shortly. 

24. Auxiliary ·unit.

The Auxiliary Unit of the .brigade functioned well during the 

year. There were 28 mcn on roJ:.l in Georgetow1,., and 33 in New Amsterdam. It 

is encouraging to note that attendance at parades has improved. 

The Auxiliary Unit's annual training camp at Atkinson Field 

has been suspended since 1961, due to the unrest throughout the country in 

recent years. It is hoped, th at it would soon be possible to start holdi�g 

these camps again. 

Parades and training sessions were held as asaal and th e en­

thusiasm of the men is  being maintained. Throughout the year Auxiliary 

members attended six incidents involving fire. 

25. Welfare

The Sports Club in Georgetown was reactivated during the year and 

as such, members participated in a number of sporting activities. 

The :l!,ire Brigade Steel :!?ercussion Orchestra in Georgetown and 

New Amsterdam, continued to function well and did a considerable amount of 

charitable work in their respective areas. Doth orchestras tool part in the 

History and Culture Weel celebrations. 

Fire/ •••• 
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Fire Service Week was not held, due to the fact that the week 

selected, clashed with Guiana vleek. 

26. Fire Prevention

During th e year under review all Government Buildings in Georgetown 

and the rural areas, l�ew .11.msterdam and the Berbice and Corentyne Rivers, were 

inspected and fire equipment allocated. Lectures were also given on the care a� 

maintenance of fire equipment with special emphasis on their use ann operation. 

It was also found necessary to submit recommendations, especially in respect 

of the safe storage of petroleum products in the berbice and Gorentyne River 

areas. It is vitally necessary and moreso in remote areas that priority 

should be given to adequate storage facilities so as to limit the spread of 

fire and minimise the possibility of a conflagration. It is noted, however, 

that a number of long outstanding recommendations has been implemented and 

it is hoped that there would be a significant acceleration in 1966. 

Mahaica Hospital. 

There nas been some delay in starting th e work of reconstruction 

to the two reservoirs in the Compound although a sum of i2,461.85 was re­

leased in July, 1965 ior the purpose. This delRy was occasioned as a result 

of the conflict of opinions in relation to the reconstruction of the re­

servoirs. � settlement has, however been reached and work has commenced and 

is pr'oceeding satisfactorily. '.Che four fire points have already been com­

pleted and the recommendation for the improvement of fire fighting facilities 

in the Lady Denham - Bishop Galton Compound is under active consideration.

11a z a ri in i Pr i s Cl.l'.lli 

The extension of the pipe-line scheme to provide fire coverage 

in the Sun Valley area has been completed. Howe�er, it was observed that 

1,.,e\f't o:f 1 ·24 lengths of ruboer li!.:,Ht. hose supplied to the Prisons for fire 

fighting, were in an unserviceable condition. The roof gutters are also in a 

state of disrepair and as a result, during rainfall, the water does not 

reach th e vats • 

If th e standard of fire fighting equipment is to be maintained 

at the Prisons, it is vital that the hose be kept in good order at all timeso

The vats, gutters and fittings should also be repaired� 

puddie Boswital and Cha:r.ilY. 

The fire protection at Suddie Hospital and Charity bas worsened 

as a result of the withdrawal of the two Hathaway pumps and ancillary equip-

ment/ •••• 
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ment due to lack of care and maintenance. In 1962 a voluntary fire fighting 

service was organised at Charity which functioned satisfactory for some time. 

Monthly drills were held by a member of this department and the Volunteers 

displayed much keenness a.nd enthusiasm in their work. Needless to say that 

the pump and equipment were also kept in good order� The question of uniform 

and allowances th en arose and on reference being made to the E1ire Brigade 

Ordinance it was observed that an Auxiliary Unit could not be formed within 

that area. Immediate action was then taken to have the Ordinance amended so 

that areas such as Pomeroon - Charity, Suddie, Vreed-en-Hoop and Bartica 

could be benefited. This has not been done and as a result there was a 

decline in the incentive created and a reduction in the efficiency of the 

training programme. However, another effort will be made to have the 

U::irdinanc..e ame�ded so that voluntary fire fighting uni ts could be properly 

organised in the aforementioned areas and full responsi biiity given to those 

comprising the Units for �he care and maintenance of fire fighting appliances 

and equipment. 

Schools. 

Evacuation exercises were carried out at 85 schools and 35096 

children and teac�ers took part. There was a marked improvement in the 

manner in which the drills were conducted by the headmasters and teachers and 

the enthusiasm and readiness displayed by the children. 

The response to recommendations however, in respect of non­

Governmental schools was not satisfactory, and it is envisaged that some 

t�ngible effort will be made in the near future to implement them. 

Fire equipment were allocated as follows:-

Fire }j!lttinguishers 

Two gallon foam . . 26 

Two gallon Water/Air . . 58 

Quart C.T .. C. 
. . 18 

5 lb. CO2 . . 2 

Buckets . . 53 

Char .£.§L§.

Foam . . 165 

Water 002 . . 63 

Soda Acid . . 36 

C.T.Co
• •  3

Under the terms of the Fire Prevention Ordinance, a total of 

2,506 inspections were made throughout the Colony, these included Hotels, 

Old Peoples' Homes, Hostels, Private Hospitals, Convents, Guest Houses, 

Fact.ories, Commercial and business premises withe special reference to 

Means of Bscape, 1!1ire Alarm Systems and fire equipment. Lectures and 

·drills/ ••••
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drills were also carried out and several courses of fire fighting training 

were given to employees of the Rice Marketing board and the bulk petroleum 

installation at Providence. 

Eighteen notices were served on owners in accordance with the 

Fire Prevention Ordinance for failure to comply with ECommendations submitted 

and Court proceedings were instituted against four of which convi ctions were 

awarded. The remaining Notices were unexpired at the end of the year. 

Publicity Propaganda 

Fire Prevention slides continued to be projected on the screens 

of cinemas in Georgetown and New Amsterdam. 

Public Relation§ 

A fire prevention booth was on display at a Fair spondored by the 

LusQgnan Community Centre. Pictures depicting various aspects of fire 

pr�vention were exhibited and phamplets distributed. 

Good co-operation between the Brigade and the Press continued to  

be of immense value and several press conferences were held on natters per-

taining to fire prevention, of which publicity was given. 

Several groups from the Boy Scouts Movements were trained and 

120 Certificates issued for the Fireman Badge. 

27. Conclusion

The service maintained the high standard of efficiency which has 

come to be ex pected of it and, as bourne out by the report, has increased 

its work considerably in the important field of fire precention throughout 

the Colony. It is hoped, however, that the plans and projects that have been 

put up from time to ti�e will be implemented as soon as possible so that 

the Brigade will in no way lag behind in the scheme of progress and de­

velopment envisaged for the Colony as a whole in every field. 

I have the honour to be, 

• Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

�---/� /'') 

-��?�0_ij/!!!-9-'



No .. of Subhead 

1 

2 

3 

4 

r 
6 
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8 
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10 

11 

12 

Expenditure Guyina Fire B�!gade 

.12?..2 

Head 23 - Ministry of Home Affairs - Fi� 

Prevention Department 

Title of Sub-head 

Personal Emoluments 

Other Charges 

Transport and Travelling 

Fuel, Oil and Grease 

Spares,,repairs and replacements 

Ambulance and First Aid Equipment 

Auxiliary Unit 

Maintenance of Pipelines in 
Commercial Area 

Uniforms and Bedding 

Funeral Expenses 

Miscellaneous 

Extraordinau 

. Purchase of Equipment 

Auxiliary Fire Equipment Etc. 
for Government Buildings 

TOTAL 

Expenditure 

15,380.47 

8,077.37 

32,976.59 

300.21 

2,865033 

213.06 

24,294.42 

50.00 

2' 173 .11 

$ 591,680 .. 39 




