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ANNUAL R�PORT OF 'lliE 
GUYANA li'I& AND AMBU1ANCi S.LRVIC.cl 

FOR THB Y�AR 1966 • 

The Honourable, 
The hinister of Home Affairs, 
br ickdam, 
Georgetown. 

Sir, 

.FIRE. SERVICE HEADQUARTERS, 
Wator Street, 

Georgetown. 

GUYANA. 

21st March, 1967.

I have the honour to submit for your information the Annual 

Re port of the Guyana Fire and Ambulance �erv ice for tbe year ending 31st 

December, 1966 o 

1. 1::.istablishment

The .c.stabJ.ishment o:r the Servir:e Rt th<i ond of the year was 

as follows:-

1 Chief .E'ire Officer 
l Deputy Chief l!;ire Officer 

l Station Officer 

l Jvlot or iviech anic 
5 �ub Officers 

13 bection �eaders 
36 .Leading 11iremen 

131 Jl'iremen 
2 Clerical Assistants 
2 Class II Clerks 

2 Barrac k Labourers 

2. 'f:itations

During the year two land stations and one river station were 

maintained in Georgetown, and one land station in the Town of New 

Amsterdam. 

·rhere is neEJd for many years no w for increasing the number

of stations in Ge orgetown as the expansion of the city and ;i. ts environs 

makes it difficult to ensure a tive minute service to any part of the 

outlying/ ••.•• 
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outlying areas, especially during tbose times of tbe day wben traffic is 

beaviest. 

3. Fire Bont Stnt ion ·

The number of men stationed at Fire Boat Station nt 31st 

December, 1966, was as follows:-

1 Sub Officer 

3 Section �eaders 

6 Leading Ji·iremen 

17 Firemen 

Two ]'ire Boa.ts tbe "Lady Woolley" an d11Stagsbnw" were maintained 

in tbe service during tbe year and were responsible for turning out on 

l,623 occasions ai follows:-

Responding to Fire Calls 

Sfecial bervices 
18) Bmergency Calls . .

(Ordinary Calls ' 22) • • 

Transporting the sick and 
injured from Vreed-en-Hoop 
to Georgetown 

Assistance rendered to 
the Police 

Iviiscella.YJ.eous Calls 

Bmergency Special Service 

. . . .  

• • • •  

. .

. .. 

. . • •  

66 

40 

786 

32 

699 

(a) On two separate occasions two persons were rescued from

drowning in the Demerara River, but unforturtately, one died
shortly after being rescued.

(b) On six occasions, 6 vessels with their crews were rescued

from drifting out to sea.

(c) And on two separate occasions 2 unattended vessels adrift
in the river were taken into tow and moored safely to wharves

in the Harbour.

Miscellaneous - Are those where assistance was rendered to various 
Ministries etc. namely :- Ministers of the Government, 

Doctors, ��gistrates, Nurses and Senior Government 

Officers. 

The Ji'ire boat J.iady °\foolley responded to approximately 90% of 

the calls mentioned before as for the greater part of the year :E'ir e 

Boat Stngshaw was unserviceable, and undergoing general repairs to its 

bull, syper.-structure and fire fighting pumps. 

Construction/ •••••• 
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accommodation for stretcher type cnsd& will xorm part of the design. 

4. The applinnces held at tha end of the yenr 1966 were:-

(5) Dennis h::.ter Tend8rs of 600 i:;.p.m. capo.city
\38.Ch equipped wi tb V .h • .it• he.dio

(1) lV�ijor :Furnp 0f 900 g.p '..m. capacity

(4) .Land ?over l!'iro Appliances of 350 g.p,.m. co.pacity
e�ch equipped with a portable pump of 250 to 300 g.p.m.
capacity uad V.h.1'. Rad:i.o

(1) Land Rover JEJ8p

.'(1) _:Dodge '!'-ruek (with 

(1) 

(1) 

I, 
) \ ..L 

Volkswagen Utility Van 

I'ir' ti J.,r,r;t,· I Lndy w_·oo .,, __ 1_ey). OI� 2 ·7rvo r; �- m vu \ u -� J to•':1<h• 

with V.H.ff . R�dic 

(2) bedford a1rnbulnnces equipped with i!,I·I�I'. liuiios

( 3) V olkswn{,;e n A.I!'bulance s

(11 ,Joh;.-,_ Kerr \'ia;;er Tender of 60C g.o.m. ca:;;,ar,it;y-

( 1) l,e, nnis \inte.:r· L'endc:r of 600 g. p. m. capnci ty

(1) Self �ropella5 pump ri 275 g.p.m. capauity

( 2) Ltrnd Hovers of 350 g.p.m. caµar,ity equi.pped wHh
V.H.7. Rsrlios witb two 250 -· 300 g.p.w. portable
pu;np.

I 2 \ ... , _; Vo 1li:swac;e j.1 ,, uibU :i a nee s 

( 1) :Land �O:..ov 8T J. ie se 1 i�mbu l�-.nce

( l) D W.(�8 'l'r Lick (Open 'J:ray)

'.!:he mai:.1te.:1ance of l!'ir9 Applir: 1.1ces,. l!·ire Bouts, Arnbnl.-:i.ncas 

and other equipment conb.nued durL1t:s thu ysar as the responsibility of thG 

Service I i:; J.Vluj_ntena ncs /::ite.ff. All fire ap.:,liunces, .nrnbula:-ice s and other 

equipment w0re maintninad at a high standard of efficiency, arrl kept in 

u state of readiness for L:ny emergency� Th:i.s 'Wns don& a·t et �ons:i.dern ble

disadv,,ntage to the muintc:�nnce staff wbo c:a:r.1·�.ed cut thaiJ? duties in

the absence of e. modern and up-to-dat.a workshop, ti:le n(:led for which has

been/ ••.• 
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.J.JurLv ".;Le ;;sr:!.od under reviow b totes 1 of 424 repair jobs 

were curried out :Lnclud ing engine rep,\i:!:'s o.nd 2 overhauls. Tho F'ire 

Doat .uady vioolle;f continued to be Dry· Docked. by i.4essrs. Spr ostons J�imited, 

since the :B1ire �jen1 ice hns no such facility fo:i:' its m1;1.intenc.nce. 

On the whole _despite the" 1 lflck of ce·l'tain fa:cilities the 

inuintennnce stctif cm:ried o;.it the:i.:::i dui;iu.s sati.sftlctor:i.ly • 

.i tot£,1 of 33,400 feet of hose was held by the Fire Service 

ut 31st December., 1966; 24 
7 400 feet :i.!1 Georgetown a:1d 9 7 0u0 feet in 

New Amsterdam cs coxfared with 34,350 feet for tLa pr�vious year, a 

dif:fe:rencu_ caused by the following 3 renson�:- Unsqrv:Lceable condi ticri� 

do.imgt1d b�r fire nnd u1mocounted for. 

'�h6 to·�1..il n..:1mbe:t' of bycro.n"i::s in Ge:u,1 e;etowt und its envi:rons 

is now l, ?.26, 

to ensure thPt they nre in prope� usubl� conditiou. Defective hydrants 

were reportdd to tht:: Wate1: Com,ds6:i.onars wbc rrrlcc-r.ea ·i;,,e :"lpuirs -p:tomi,tJ.y. 
'I 

_New Amsterilnff\ 

', 

The outborities cbntinued in thei= efforts th ensure that &11 hye��nt� 

1.1.re working '3i:f'ici'3r.:t1y .. 

Throughout the yea:r., j_nspecl;iom; were cqrried out by ]'irG 

Service pe rso nne l to test o.nd clac.n nll hydr'et�1t s to en"u:re -�hat they t\Te 

in worki% Oj;C.1.er. Tba '•1nter Corn,nissiomrs loolred nfte: o.11 defect 

promptly whenever they were brought to their attention. 

The fol.i.owing f:lquipmants ax1d :.tGr1s '.)f stor(;s were :·eceivtid 

d ur i�g the ye r.r, 

Ambulance Volkswagen 

l!.ngine (replacements) Volkswc.gen 

Outboard Motor ·20 H.P. Jo��sons 
1966 (�enhorse) 4500 RPM 

2 

2 

1 



Trucks 5 tons Dodge (Second-hand 
from the Police) 

Bose Winding & .tlrush iYJachine 

1 - �11 Jet X Nozzle N.P.S.H. (Foam) Complete 

Air Compressor 

8 feet length 4 11 Bb::i Suction Hose (H.D.) 

Mark IV Self-contained compressed air 
breathing apparatus set (4400) 

Salvage sheets 15 1 x 12 1

Hose Ramp, main bridge Patient, Light 
Alloy, Tripple channel for 2� 11 Hose 

Marine Vanguard receiving and Transmitting 
sets 

Semi Rotary Pump No. 4

Siren with Amber lights 12 Volts (N3s) 

Amplifier Phillips 

Microphone 

Speaker 

Hailer 

Extinguishers Air Foam Nu-Swift 

Charges, Air ]'oam Nu-Swift 

hxtinguisher C.T.C. Nu-Swift 

Extinguishers Water �ressure/Air 

�xtinguisher 0arbon Dioxide 

Helmets l:'ir e men 

Cambridge :kadio J.'elephone type1 

6 AM lOB to 12 Volts ) 

Ambulance blectric bells 12 Vol ts &

liifebuoy lights 

9 • ..e_riecial Services 

2 

2 

2 

l 

12 

4 

3 

3 prs. 

2 

1 

3 

l 

l 

3 

1 

25 

16 

8 

22 

4 

56 

5 

2 

The Services carried out 230 Special �ervices during the 

year in addition to responsing to Fire Calls and other Bmergencies. 

Fifty-one of these Special Services were classified as, 

�mergencies in which case no charges were made as they were based on 

hurqanitarian grounds. All other types of special services were charge-

able at tbe approved standard rates. 

During the year the sum of $6,414.64 was collected as charges 

for/ ••••• 
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for the said services rendered. This yielded the sum of $4,197.18 to 

Government as revenue. 

10. Fire Calls

During the period under review the Service responded to 

633 calls, an increase over the previous year as· the table of comparison 

below would show. 

Georgetown Unit 

Actual J:i'ires 

Late b'ire Call 

False Alatm (Good Intent) 

False Alarm (Malicious) 

New Amsterdam Unit 

Actual Fires 

Late ]'ire Call 

False •larm (Good Intent) 

False Alarm (Malicious) 

.l:lli2 

271 

24 

12 

71 

45 

5 

5 

2 

1966 

404 

23 

25 

105 

51 

7 

18 

This increase represents 45.5% over the previous year. 

Causes of :B'ire s 

Careless disposal of cigarette ends & Matches 

Electrical Faults 

�lectric, Gas an d Oil Qtoves 

Wilful and malicious setting of Fire 

Unknown 

Ignition of flammable vapour!:!, liquids or substances 

Careless burning of rubbish 

Motor Vehicle Crash & defective 

Overheating of .tilectrical appliances 

Children playing with matches 

Boiling over of fats, oils and tars 

Oil Lamps, candles and mosquito coils 

VJelding 

Re-ignition 

Radiated Heat 

Improper construction of Fire Hearth 

Careless use of Coal Pots & Domestic Fire Places 

Spontaneous Ignition 
Lightning 

Suspected Arson 

. .

0 • 

. .

.. .

. .

•• 

• •  

. .

. .

. .

'. 

. .

. .

0 • 

. .

. .

. .

•• 

140 

141 

51 

11 

22 
19 

17 

6 

2 

21 

6 

8 

9 

10 

5' 

1 

11 

3 

1 

1 
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Method of bxtinguishing 

By occupants or other persons using buckets of water, wet bags or hand 
extinguishers before the arrival of the Fire Service ••••••••••••.••••• 143 

By the Guyana Electricity Corpor&tion 

By the Fire Service using 
(a) Hand Appliances

(b) Hose Reels

(c) Fire Bats

(d) Buckets of water

(e) One jet from pump

(f) Two jets from pump

(g) Three jets from pumps

(h) :!!'our jets from pumps

(i) ]'ive jets from pumps

( j) Six jets from pumps

Methods of Calling :E'ire 
Georgetown Unit 

Central bxchange (J:'.imergency Line 999) 

Central Exchange (Administrative Line) 

Running Calls 

V .H .]'. Radio 

Private Fire Alarm 

New Amsterdam Ugit 

Central Exchange (Emergency Line) 

Running Call 

Private Fire Alarm System 

Servi ce 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Types pf Property Involved 

Dwelling Houses 

Overhead Blectrical wiring & Transformers 

Sawdust and rubbish dumps 

Boarding, Lodging Houses and Restaurant 

Hotels 

Sports Club 

Government Buildings 

ivlotor Vehicles 

. .

. .

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 116 

. . . . 22 

. . • • 0 • 39 

•• . . . . 

·• . . .

•• . . . . 141 

. . . . . . 14 

. . . . . . 5 

. . . . . . l· 

• • . . . . l 

. . . . 3 

•• 482

•• 57

. . 11

. . .. 

. . 7 

. . 51 

. . 8 

. . 17 

. . 119 

115 

34 

. . 4 

. . 5 

. . 1 

. . 26 

. . 14 

Contd/ ••••• 
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lv.Jarkets . . . . 2 

Business 1:'remises . . 17 

Storeroom and Warehouse . . . . 3 

Private Gardens • 0 . . 6 

Boats • •  . . 1 

Offices . . . . 5 

Schools . . . . 3 

Hospitals •• . . 5 

Cinema . . . . 2 

Open Plot of Land . . •• 21

Wharves . . . . 11

Factories . . . . 5 

Saw l'llilling Yards . . . . 11 

M�c:hanic Workshop . . . . 8 

Plantations • •  . . 7 

Play Grounds . . . . 3 

Laundry • •  . . 2 

Out Houses . . . . 1 

Ferry Stelling . . . . 2 

farapets and Roadways . . 50 

Incinerators . . 2 

Hours at which Calls were received 

Georgetown New Amsterdam 

12 mid-night to 6.00 a.m. 

6.00 a�m. to 12�00 noon 

12 noon to 6.00 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. to 12 mid-night 

40 

141

210 

166 

ll. Buildings seriously damaged or destroyed by Fire

7 

21· 

28 

20 

10.12 a.m. - 14.3.66 - at lviodern Industries Limited, Industrial

Site, Ruimveldt, f;ast bank liemerara, and owned by Nessrs. A.H. & L. 

Kissoon. One concrete two flat building measuring approximately 

190' x 75 t covered with corrugated galvanised sheets was complete].y 

destroyed including machinery, raw materials for manufacturing 

rnatresses, pillows, toilet paper and furniture. 

1.26 p.m. - 7.5.66 - at Bel Air & James Streets, Albouystown, one 

two flat wooden building measuring approximately 45 1 x 35 1 with corr­

ugated galvanised roof owned by Rita Theresa :B'redericks of 34 Bishop 

Street, Werk-en-Rust; part of external and internal walls, roof and 

floor/ ••••• 
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floor burnt. Top flat - dwelling house - unoccupied. li.ottom fla t - shop. 

1.20 p.rn. - 17.5.66 - 242 bast La Pen itence Rousing bcheme. Dwelling 

house one flat concrete building measurin$ approxirrately 23 1 x 22 1 with 

corrugated aluminium roof owned by Nathan Gittens. Roof, wnlls, door and 

electrical installation severely scorched, and ··oil stove damaged • 

. 1.11.p.m. - 19.8-: 66 - One dwelling house, wooden one flt:d bu ilding 

measuring approximately 12 1 
�. 10 1 and covered with shingles, ow ner is 

lltrs. Jwdiu Critchlow, of 17 3 ;parendaam, the interior of the house gutted. 

?•42 p.m. - 10.9.66 - One dweJ.ling house, a wooden building of two 

floors on 2 1 PillUrs measuring approximately 28 1 
x 20 1 

· with roof covered 

with galvani�ed sheets, owner is Mrs. Doolaire Persaud· of lot 21 Hill 

Street, Albouystown. Occupiers on t he first floor !I�. Joseph Seeraj and 

family and tvir. Clifford Campbell. ?ccu,piers .on the ·second floor Mr. G.

Sookey, Mrs. Celestine Hamilton and Mr. Robert Davis. Flo.oring, wal1s and 

roof of the second floor destroyed, also contents completely destroyed. 

6.31 p.m. - 15.10.66 - A tv.:o flat wooden .building measuring approx­

imately 35' x 251 with corrugated galvanised iron roof the owne r is��. O. 

Valz of West Half 204 Charlotte otreet, th e occupier was Mr •. Oliver No:r:thy 

on tbe first floor, while tbe second floor was unoccu pied, the inside of 

the upper flat gutted, all household effects b�dly damaged. 

3.30 p.m. - 25.11.66 - Dwelling house - one wooden building with 

galvanised roofing measuring appr oxirrn tely 20 1 x 15 1 with kitchen atta c hed 

8 1 x 6 1 and two bedrooms. Owners fl.re J\1r. & Mrs. Sampson Haynes of 241 

Blygezeight. 'fhe occupiers were Sampson Haynes, Hyacinth Raynes, Po.mels 

Haynes, Godfrey Baynes, Sylvina, Drgista Delor�s, Olga �ibson, Lloyd Gibson, 

Marion Gibson, Lllfreda Gibson, Allison Orgista, hndrew Orgista. �ho entire 

building gutted. 

3.42 p.m. - 28.10.66 - A �wo flat wooden.o.partmen t building meas·uring 

approximately 150 1 x 20 1 with a ground f.loor of concrete and first :floor 

wood; a. close coupled roof coverod with galvrmised iron sheets; the owne r 

is t he Government o f  Guyana. Occupiers were hessrs. J\1. Willis, Q. Shiffers, 

L. Griffith, i.!'. Alleyne, R. Rollins, V. Harte, H. Vigilance, B. Ga rraway,

C. Banfield, G • .E.dmu,ndson, C. Hendericks _.and l!' • .i:!ilvis. Damage done to

timber floor, roof and walls of'a portion of the.building collapse� - con­

tents comple tely destroyed, walls and roof of the ramaining portion damaged.

Contents damaged by heat, smoke and water. 

11.08 a.m. - 31.10.66 - One single storey two apartmen t building 

measuring 20 1 x 24 1 with galvanised sheeted roof on 8 1 pi llars, the 

ownox/ ••••• 
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owner is Mr • .Aaron hope of Plaisance, .£:last Coast Demera.ra. The occupiers 

Miss Jean J·ohnso n and :tvirs. Gaine; contents and the building completely 

destroyed. 

12.46 p.m. - 22.12.66 - A dwelling house of whic h an enclo sed shed 

used as a kitchen measuring approxi.mtely 6' x 6 1 roof covered with 

corrugated galvanised sheets. Owner is Mr. M. Bacchus of 56 Robb Street, 

.Lacytown. Occupier Mrs. Mabel Marshall and f amily, also Walterine Thomas. 

One Blue Ji'lamo Kerosene stove was dam aged by fire, the clothing of Wo.lterino 

Thomas caught afire causing third degree burns. 

5.19 p.m. - 24.12.66 - Dry goods store and storeroom - One building 

top floor of wood and bottom of concrete appro�imately 40 1 x 30 1 with 

galvanised roof, owner is �lr. Vernon hodina of 102 Regent Street, Dourda. 

Occupier Mr. Vernon Medina and f£tmily. Contents of top flat completely 

destroyed by fire and smoke. 

6.16 p.m. - 26.12.66 - Dwelling house one single storey wooden build­

ing measuring about 20 1 x 12 1 with galvanised roof owner Mrs. Carew of 

Bent Street, the occupier was tv:r. George Myers. .An oil stove in the kitchen 

caught afire, a portion of the nearby walls and ceiling were severely damaged.' 

12. Deat hs by fire
J., 

During tbe year the following persons dies as a result of in-

juries caused by fire:-

Delores VT'$ista Haynes1 - a 7_ month old baby of Lot 241

Blygezight Gardens, La.st Coast Demerara on 25.10.66.

Walterine Thomas - 18 years of 56 Robb Street, Lacytown on 

22.12.66. 

13. Ambulance Calls

The operation of the A,mbulance Service continue to be an im­

portant facet of the ]'ire 8ervice, 1 s work, during the yeo.r u to tal of 

15,230 calls were attended for the period under review, an average of 
41. 75 calls per day. Of the tota.l number of calls, 12,440 were classified

as Emergency Calls, while the remmining 2,790 were classified as Private

Calls; those wore primarily for t he removal or th e trnnsporting of sick

persons f rom one place to another• e.g. from the Amerindia n Hostel, Palms,

Dharm Sala, from the Georgetown I--tospital to the Palms, from various 

nursing homes and private HospitCL,.ls a nd clinics for tratement and other 

purposes. In addition, a number of stretcher cases were conveyed from Home h 

Hos pi tal for treatment at the req,uest of the Social Service Drnnch of the 

George town/ ••••• 
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Georgetown Hospital. 

The Ambulances covered a distance of 111,959 miles in responsing 

to all calls as are describod above. 

14. 1v1ental Cases

A total of 192 mental patients were transported by ambulances 

from tho Georgetown Hospital to the Georgetown Railway Station for con­

veyance by train nnd steamer and again by ambulance to the Mental Hospital, 

Canje, Berbico. 

Atkinson Field 

On 164 occasions ambulances responded to calls from Atkinson 

field to convey sick or injured persons to Georgetown, many of whom wore 

brought by aircrafts from various parts of the interior. 

15. Training - Local

(a) Regular training of members of the Service continued at all

stations throughout the year. Practical drills wore cnrricd out with 

appliances an d equipment, also specialised training in the use of Breath­

ing Apparatus and Resuscitators were undertaken. 

However considero.ble difficulties wore encountered which proventod 

further expansion of our training programme which were due to lack of 

proper drill ground facilities in Georgetown� as a huge part of tho small 

drill area at Central Fire 8tation now houses several unserviceable 

vehicles awaiting disposal while tho remaining portion of land is used for 

parking Ambulances and 1i'ire Appliances. During the year two-thirds of this 

urea wa.s. re-surfaced th us fulfilling a long felt need. 'l'raining with 

special reference to ship fires was maintained throughout the year at 

Fire Boat Station, special classes in seaman ship, salvage, towing of 

vessels in distress and sea rescues were conducted. 

,Ten members of the i.:)ervicc pursued various 'l'rade Courses at the 

Government �echnical Institute, the courses undertaken are as follows:-

Building Construction 

Motor Mechanics 

Machining and .:titting 

blectrical InstallGtion 

Carpentry and Joinery 

Radio bngineering 

(b) Overseas (Training)A
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(b) Overseas (Training)

Du ring the period under review six members of the s ervice un der­

went external training course s in the United Kingdom and Canada as follows:� 

1 Station Offic er in the United Kingdom 

3 Subordinate Officers in the Unit ed Kingdom 

2 Sub Officers in Canada. 

l6.. Leave - An@ol 

Two thousand three hundred and eighty-eight days leave were granted 

to personnel ave raging 12.1 days per man as compared with an average of 12.54 

days per man +or the previous yectr. 

The general health of members of the 0ervice was not very good, 

as a total of 2,704 da ys sick leave was granted during the year this re­

presents an average of 13.7 per man o.s compared wi th an average of 11.37 days 

per man fo r the previous  year. 

Vacation 

F�rty-five members of the Service were grnnted a total of 3,101 

days vacation leave, an average of 6809 dnys per m an as compared with on 

average of .72 day_s p�r man-· for tbe .. _ previous year. 
Special Leave 

Twelve men were granted 23 days special leave fo r the year an average 
oi lo9 dgys per man as compa red with 4.3 days per man for the previous year. 

Discipline 
During the yea r  the usual high standard of discipline was mo.i ntained

in the Service. Twenty-two cases for breac hes of discipline were dealt wi th 

as follows:-

Reprimanded 

Severely Reprimanded 

Ad mini shed 

Confined to J..,arra.cks 

�'ined 

Fined 

Fined 

Fined 

1

3 

-
I do.y a 

do.ye' 

$2.00 

$3.00 

pay 

pay 

1 

. . . . 2 

. . . . 3 

. . . . 3 

. . . . 3 

• •  Q • 1 

. . . . 1 

. . . . 2 

In additi on, one member of the Service was served with o. Qarning 

notice 

18. Resignations

During the year 2 Lending Firemen and 2 Fire men resigned. from the 

Service. 

19. Reti rement/ •••••
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19. Retirement

Mr • .:B;.c. McCrae, .Leading F'ireman ret ire,d from th e Service on 31st 

May, 1966, nfter nttaining_t he compulsory retirement age.

20. Dj,smi fsoJ

One l
!
'ire.ma.n of- the New Amsterdam -Unit wo..s .found guilty. on a 

criminal charge und wo.s. dismissed from the bervice·. 

21. J:'rom otions

During th e year several promotions were made in order to f ill 

outstonding vacancies as follows:-

Depu ty Chief Fire Officer to the rank of Chief 
Fire Officer, and head of the Service •. 

One �tnti on Office r to th e  rnnk of De puty Chief Fire 
Office r. 

One .Leading l!'iremo.n (t-'io.intenance) to the rnnk of Secti on 
.Lender (Maintenance). 

:i!'ive Firemen to the rnnk of Lending :B'iremen. 

Dur i ng the period under review 5 members of the Service were 

rec ommended and appr oved for the Fire Service ''Long Service Mednls" etc. as 
followsl-

!t.ank � Nature of Award 

Leading Fireman o. McLeod 25 Yenrs Long Service Glo.sp

Sect ion lie ad er J. King 18 Yenrs Long bervice Medal 

Leading Fir emo.n J. Roach 18 Yeo.rs Long Service Ivied al 

Leading l!'ireman G. Grnnt 18 Yen.rs Long .Se rvice Medal 

F· 1rerr1D.n G. Accrn 18 Yea.rs Long bervice Medal 

23. Communication - Telephone Switchboard

The �ajority of Fire Calls were rec�ived by telephone through Central 

Bxchange o.n d by ]'ire Alarm systems connected to the switchbonrd in the Control 
Room at Firo oervice Headquarters. 

At the present ti me, this switchboard is causing inc.rec.sing concern as 

to its efficiency, and requires frequent repairs bi technicians to keep it

go ing. 

Radio 

During the peri od under review one new V.H.F. �nster set wns installed 

and o.n immediate improvement in Radio C ommunico.tionwas 8.Chieved 

24. Auxiliary Unit' 

The Auxiliury Unit of the �erv ice continued t o  function at a h igh 

s tnndo.rd. l>uring the year there were 24 men on roll in Georgetown and 32

in New Amsterdam. Their a ttendances e.t parades improved remarkably duri ng 

the year wh ich was very .encouraging. However, the Annual '.l.'ro.ining Camp 

at/ ••••• 
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at Atkinson ]'ield, de signed to improve the efficiency of this Unit was deferred 

to 1967 on account of tbe visit of Her �1ajesty i..)ueen Llizabeth II to this Country, 

the Independence Celebrations and the absence of several of the Regular Offi cers 

on training courses overseas. It is hoped that circumstances will permit this 

training to take place in the l.o.tter half of 1967. However regular training 

sessions in Georgetown and New Amsterdam were held, and the enthusiasm of all 

�uxiliary members remain at a high level. During the year members of the 

Auxiliary Unit attended several incidents of fire. 

25. Welfare

Members of the Fire Service Sports Club in Georgetown participated in 

several in-door and out-door activities during the year. However, the Steel 

Percussion Orchestra in Georgetown did not function as much as in the previous 

year due to several co ntributory factors, but its counterpa rt in New Amsterdam 

continued its usual charitable work in the field of entertainment during the 

year. 

Fire Service Week was not held due to the fact that the Fire Service 

was occupied with many other important events during the entire year. Another 

reason is that the Officer and Senior Subordinate Officer strength was sub­

stantially reduced due to the attendance of overseas training co.urses. 

Organised 'l'ours 

Organised tours comprising groups of school children, Police Recruits 

and members of various Youth Clubs, Scouts and Cubs, were taken on educational 

tours at l!'ire ::iervice headquarters am Fire Boat Station. 'rhey were given 

short lectures by a senior subordinate officer with appropriate explanations of 

Appliances and equipment shown them, and in some cases a practical demonstration 

was carried out when circumstances permitted. 

26. Fire Prevention

During the year under review �;ire Prevention inspections were carried 

out in Georgeta wn, New Amsterdam and the rural areas. All Government buildings 

were inspected an d a special survey was done·at Kamarang in the Mazaruni and 

JJetbem and Orinduik in the Rupununi. 

Fire equipment was allocated to these areas and lectures were given 

on the care and maintenance with special emphasis on its use and ope!ation. 

Mazaruni Prisons 

There has not been any improvement in the domestic water supply 

system. Consequently, vats and gutters remain in a state of disrepair and 

delivery hose allocated for fire fighting purpose continue to be used daily 

to/ •••• 



to supply water from the river for; d,o me stic use. lt was however disclosed 

that a sum of money has been provided for use in implementing an improved 

sy stem. 

�fforts are being made to put the Dorman Pump back on the run as early 

as possible, the delay being caused by having to purchase an injector pump in 

the United Kingdo� which was unobtai��ble in Guyama. Two small pumps were 

despatched from Georgetown as a temporary measure. 

Fire Protection Works in Government .0uildings. 

Work on the provision of hose reels was commenced at the Georgetown 

Hospital and Queen's College but was not completed at the end of the year. 

Her kajesty �ueen �lizabeth 1 s Visit 

During the visit of Her Majesty every building visited by the Royal 

entourage was thoroughly inspected and full safety precautions taken. A 

fully manned fir.e appliance in radio contact with :B'ire Service Headquarters 

also stood by. 

'Schools and other places within which sleeping accommodation was mde 

for school children from the rural nreas were inspected and necessary pre-

cautionary arrangements made with a view to ensuring easy evacuation from the 

buildings in the event of fire. The same precautions were taken in respect 

to the Independence Celebrations. 

Schools 

Evacuation exercisee were carried out at all the schools on the �ast 

Bank of Demerara and 3,930 children and teachers t'ook part in the process. The 

performance at each school ran smoothly and was considered satisfactory. 

Fire equipment were allocated as follows:-

Fj :r·fl ,t:;;is;tinguisherr; 

:rwo gallon foam . . • •  32

Two gallon Water/Air . . . . 17 
Quart c.·r.c. . .. . . -5

5 lb. CO2 . . . . 1 

Buckets . . . . 26 

Charges 
Foam . . . . 108 
ChemiGal Foam . . ... 36 
Soda Acid . . . . 35 

Conquest CO2 . . . . 22 
Nu-Swift • •  . . 21 
C.·roC. . . . . 6 

Hose Ree ls . . . . 3 

Under the terms of the Fire Prevention °rdinance, a total of 2,4�0 

inspections were In8.de throughout the Gountry. These included full scale, 

special:, goodwill, routine and follow up visits. Proposed new buildings and 
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altera.ti onE to existing buildings were also inspected. Lectures and Drills 

were co.rried out at Hotels, Hospitals, Hostels, Convents, Commercial and 

Business premises. The response· was go od and people generally showed an in- -

terest in the instructions given. Special training courses were also conducted 

at the Guyana Electricity Corporation, Rice Marketing Board, Wales Estate, 

Guyana School of Agriculture, Mon Repos, . Mahai co ny Abary Rice Development 

Scheme at Burma and Anna Regina, Essequibo Const. Thirty fo ur legal no tices 

were served on owners in accordance with the ]'ire Prevention Ordinance for 

failure to comply with :ecommendat ions subwitted, und Court proceedings were in­

stituted against ten of which three were convic.ted and seven cases pe�ding 

with seven unexpired notices at the en d of the ye ar. Seventeen no�ices were 

satis factorily implemented. 

Public Relations 

Fire Preven tion bo oths were on display at Fairs sp onsored by the 

Bnmore Community Centre, Annandale,Hindu Organisati on and Gandhi Youth 

Organisation. Pictures depicting various aspects of fire prevention were 

exhibited and fire protection phamplets distributed. Good co-operation between 
the Fire Service a.nd the Press continued to be of immense value. and several 

conferences were held on matters pertaining t o  fire prevention of which 

publicity was given. 

Several groups from t he Boy Scouts Movement were trained f or the 

Fireman and Fighter's badge an d 88 Certificates issued. 

Visits 

A large number of overseas visitors, members of Youth Clubs, School 

Children and Police Recruits visited th e Fire Service Headquarters fro m  time 

to time and were taken on conducted tours of both Central and Fire Boat 

Stations. On each occasion a keen interest .was evinced and a lively sen se 

of apprecia tion displayed by them all. 

Publici t:y, 

Fire Prevention sl ides continued to be projected on the screens 

of many cinemas in Georgeto wn and New Amsterdam, and efforts are being made 

to acquire a 16 mm projector and o. reasonable amount of films dealing with 

fire prevention and the extinction of fire in order to expand our publ.:tcity 

programme. 

Atkinson Field (Aerodrome) 

During the month of llecember of the year under review, personnel of 

the Guyana :B'ire Service were ordered to perform duties at the Atkinson Field 

Airport as a result of a Strike by the members of the Aerodrome Fire �ervice. 

Members of tbe regular Fire Servi ce were given additional tra in ing. 

on the Aerodrome premises in respect to aerodrome fires und consequently 

they performed their duties creditably .• 

27. Conc·lusion/ ••••
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27. Conclusion

-Like previous years the bervice maintained the high standard

of efficiency which is now taken for grunted by the general public. The 

Ambul�nce Service pur+.icularly is being taxed more heavily each year as 

there is a greater awareness by the public of the assistance which it is 

prepared to render. 

Accommodation at Beadquarters still poses a big problem and it 

has been pointed out that there is now a most urgent ne ed for more strate­
gically sited :t!'ire an d Ambulance stations tn the greater Georgetown area. 

This would serve to solve the acco mmodation problem and at the same time 

avoid a drop in turn out and all round efficiency. 

I ha ve the honour to be, 

3-ir, 

Your obedient servant, 

i-�; ( V' �// !--�-lL C ,u_ , •• 

__..,,,- Cbief Fire iffticer. 



Ministry of Home Affairs 

Head & Subhead of Charge 

21 - Ministry of Home Affairs -
Fire Prevention 

1. Personal Emoluments

2. Transport and Travelling

3. Miscellaneous

4. u�<fr;r,·,s & BcciJing

5. Fuel, Oil & Grease

6
! 

Spares, repairs & replacements

7. 
Ambulance & First Aid Equipment

8. Auxiliary Unit

9. Maintettance of Pipelines in
Commercial Areas

10. Funeral Expenses

F.IN.ANCIAL RETURN

For the year ending 31st December, 1966 

Allocation 
for period 

1966 

516,489.00 

16,000.00 

3,000.00 

28,350.00 

11,000.00 

43,000.00 

1,500.00 

3,200.00 

1,500.00 

600.00 

Expenditure 
Passed for 
Payment to 

Date. 

517,736.57 

15,904.01 

2,530.43 

25,735.68 

8,288.76 

42,716.70 

724.38 

3,120.07 

551.47 

Outstanding 
Liabilities 
to date 

276.12 

3,372.00 

53.00 

2,027 .a-g 

175.00 

Sub-Office Fire Brigade 

Total of Expendi­
ture Passed for 
Payment and Out­
Standing 
Liabilities. 

517,736.57 

i5,904.01 

2,806.55 

29,107.68 

8,341.76 

44,743.99 

899.38 

3,120.07 

551.47 

Balance Available to 
date. 

1,247.57 

95.99 

193.45 

757.68 

2,658.24 

1,743.99 

600.62 

79.93 

948. 53

600.00 




