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Ministry of Communications, 
G. P. o. Building., 
Georgetown, 
Guyana, 
March 8, 1972. 

The Honourable Minister of Communications. 

Sir., 

I have the honour to submit the report on the activities of 

the Ministr y of Comnrunications for the year 1970. 

2. The Ministry of Communications embraces the following Departments
and Public Corporations:-

(a) Post Office Department

(b) Transport and Harbours Department

(c) Civil Aviation Department

(d) Guyana Airways .::orporation

( e) Guyana Telecoromunication Corporation.

.:. ......

J. In addition, the Ministry is also responsible for Motor Vehicle
Licensing and related matters.

4. The Honourable Mohamed Knsim, A.A, M.P., who was appointed Minister
of Communications with effect from 1st January 

1 
1969 in place of the

Honourable E.F. Correia, M.P • ., continued to be responsible for the Portfolio.

5. The organisational chart hereunder describes the plan and dis-
tribution of the Ministry's charges during 1970.

Minister of Communications 

__ _J 

Guyana Airways Corporation .. erIMnent Secretary - Guyana Telecommunication Corporation 

Asst.Secty. Asst.Secty 
Civil Aviation Post Office T. &.

Admin. Asst. 
Motor Vehicles & 
Road Traffic 

Principal Assistant Secretary 

: 
. 

1 
.Senior Woman Secretary

Records 

6. At the begi.ning of the year the administ rative staff of the
Ministry proper was as follows:-

Mr. D. I. Yankana 
Mr. S.N. Sharma 
Mr. J.A. Leila 
Mr. C.H.A. Petrie 
Mr. D. Singh 

Mr. s.M. Tiwari 

Miss E. Mongul 

- Permanent Secretary
- Principal Assistant Secretary

Assistant Secretary ( Post Office Department)
Assistant Secretary ( Civil Aviation Dep:.i.rtm:mt)

- Acting Assistant Secretary- ( Transport and
Harbours Dep:irtroont.}

" Adrninistr�tive Assistant ( Motor Vehicles and 
Road Traf l:'ic ) 
Senior WOl!lan Secretary ( Records ) 
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7. Miss E. Mongul, Senior Woman Secretary proceeded on four months
vacation leave with effect from 1st June, 1970. She resumed duty on 1st
October, 1970. During the period of Miss Hongu.11 s leave, Miss M. Anderson,
Woman Secretnry, acted in place o.f Miss !1ongul and was responsible for the
records section o� the Ministry.

8. Mr •. .'3.N. Sharma, became seriously ill, and was on long sick
leave from 22nd June, 1970 to 19th October, 1970.

9. Miss B. Ralph was trmsferred 'from the District Connn:i.ssioner' s
Off'ice, Bartica '3.nd assumed duty as Typist/Clerical Assistant in the .
Ministry w:i. th e.ffect f'rom 16th I1arch, 1970.

10. The PArmanent Secret�ry or in his �bsence, a representative,
sat as an o.fficial member on the Boord o.f the Guyana Telecommunication
Corporation nnd on the board o.f the Guynna Airways Corporation.

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT: 

11 • The Guyana Post O.ffice is organised to provide Postal and 
Telegraph Services. 

12. The services are 2ctmi:nistered by the Postmaster General who 
is also responsible for the management o f' the Post Of.rice S�vings Bank.

13. In 1970 the Department's establishment consisted o.f the Post-.. .
master Gener.'.ll, a Deputy Postma ster General, !ln Assistant Postmaster
General, a eontroller of Posts (vacant) and a staff o.f 575 of.ficers.

POSTAL SERVICES 

Post Offices and Postal Agencies: 

14. The total number of Post Offices, Travelling Postal Agencies
and Postal Agencies which operated during the year was 153 made up as
.follows:-

Post Office Full Service 
Postal Agencies 
Tr�vellihg Postal Agencies 
Mobile Post Offices 

Private Letter Boxes 

... 

48 
88 
15 

2 

153 

15. Private Letter Boxes are prov ided in Georgetown, New Amsterdam,
McKenzie and Ba.rtica. During 1970 there were 1126 boxes rented to pr:i. vate
individuals, commercial firms, Government 0orporntions and othe r in-
sti tut.ions.

Private Letter Bags 

16. Private Letter Bag facilities are afforded private indi vi.duals
and companies for an annual service rental of $9.60 (Guyana) or £2.
This service operates chie.fly between Georgetown and the interior parts
of the country.

Stamp Vending Machines and Stamp Vendors 

17. There were 202 registered stamp vendors registered throughout
the country.
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Franking Machines 

18. Franking rfuchines are opor.:ited chiefly by the large commercial
firms and an annual licence to operate a mnchine is granted on the payment
of $1 .oo to the Post Of-1:'ice Department. 66 Ha.chines were licensed at
the end of 1970.

Inland M3il 

19. Surface m;:dl was transported by railway and marine services of
the '.1.'ransport 3nd Harbours Department, and in areas where those services
were not avail�ble, by motor transport operated by the Post Office De­
partment, and in a few cases by private contractors.

20. Air Mail services were �lso maintained with the Rupununi
Mazaruni, Bartica, McKenzie and the North West District, nnd Kwakwani
by the scheduled flights of -:tir-cr::i.ft of the Guy::ma Airways ·Jorparation.

Overseas Mail 

21. There was an increase of 1 09 bags in the number of bags received
by surface m..':til, ns a�ainst 16,510 bngs received in 1969. There was also
.:m increase in outgoing mnil, 3,176 bags being despatched in 1970 as
ag:rlnst 2,414 bngs despntched in 1969.

22. Air Mnil traffic continued to increase during 1970. Approximately
37,653,516 air mail packets were handled �s against 33,8111 321 in 1969.
The increase in this traffic represents )., 842., 195 packets more than in the
previous year.

Parcel Post 

23. The total number of parcels and challenged packets handled
during 1970 was 431

1
151 representing an increase of 40,334 parcels an:i

challenged packets on the 1969 figures of 390,817 •

24. Comparative figures of parcels handled during 1969 and 1970
are us follows:-

1969 � 

Local 43,783 45,692 
Overseas Surface (out) 73,871 75,369 
Overseas Surfnce (in) 115,889 120,600 
Oversess Air (out) 20,301 23,231 
Over seas Air (in) 49.,687 53,572 
Chnllenge Pnckcts 87,286 112,682 

390.,817 431,151 

Money and Postal Orders 

25. Inland Money Orders to the Value of $9,484,278.12 (£1,975,891.
27 n.p.) were issued nnd $9,467,863.72 (£1,972,471.61 n.p.) pa.id during
the year. These figures represent increases of $216,764.95 (£45., 159.)6 n.p.)
and $185,980.22(·£)8,725.0S n.p.) respectively over Inland Money Orders
issued and p-nd during 1969.

26. Comparative figures o f  British Postal Orders issued and paid
:ll'e as follows:-

Year Value - Issued Value - Paid

1970 $445,196.70 $1.,708,288.44 
(£921749.)1 n.p.) (£3551 893.43 n.p.) 

·1969 $454,364.48 
(£94.,659.21 n.p.)

$1,648,263.70 
(£343,388.27 rt.p.) 
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27. Inland Postal Orders issued during 1970 amounted to $583,502.09
(£121,562.98 n.p.) as compared with $649,833.81 (£135 .,

382.04 n.p.) in 1969.
Orders paid during the year were v:.ilued at $603,045.31 (£125,634.W+ n.p.)
as against $656.,509.10 (£136,772.73 n.p.) in 1969.

28. Foreign Money Order business was transacted wi.th the United
States of America, Canada and the United Kingdom.

29. Particulars are as follows:-

Year Countries 

1970 U.S.A. 

Canada 

U.K. 

Other 

TRJ\.NSPOR.T AND HARBOURS DTPll.'.lTMENT 

Administration 

Staffing:-

Paid 
-

$74,021.36 
(£15,421,11 n.p.) 

1 

$183;620-53 
£38,254.27 n.p.) 

$204,927.12 
(£42,693.15 n.p.) 

$21,134.68 
(£4,403.o6 n.p.) 

Issued 

$5,810.92 
(£1 �223.12 n.p.) 

$ 630.22 
(£131.29 n.p. ) 

$2,054.30 
(£ 427 .98 n.p.) 

$2,778.60 
(£578.87 n.p.) 

30. During the year, there were 110 appointrents to the Department
and 54 promotions to higher posts. 66 pnrsons resigned from the Depart­
ment for v�rious reasons and 175 were retired in accordance with the
Department's Superrumu"l.tion Regulations. 40 persons vncated their posts,
13 others were dismissed ind the services of 2 individuals terminated;
59 employees were retrenched [lk1.inly due to the phasing out of a portion
of the East Coast Railw:.iy. 68 others went on long leave. Accidents
involving employees during the year under review 3IllOunted to 151. There
were 4 deJ.ths.

Training 

31 • During tho year new ground in staff trnining was broken. Two 
courses in n:mtical studies nor€ held to prep:ire cnndidates for the 
Caribbean Home Trade i{ntes and the Jo,'lstal Masters Gdrtificates. A total 
of 38 p�rsons enrolled for the courses, including 4 members of the Guyana 
Defence Force. Several of the participants have already obtained their 
certificates. 

32. Through tho efforts of the Public Service Ministry, 4 otficers
received trn.inin� mrerseas. Mr. I.N. Rom.<m, Pilot, attended the l}fCO
Tr1.ining 1]ontre in Greece and received tr ... inine in oprirating and servicing
electronic !lids to n'lvigations; Mr. J.S. Chung, Assistant to the General
mm::iger and l"Ir. F.N. Andrews, -:1.cting Inspector, Ways :ind Works, were
sent on a course in Training Methodology at the Intern'ltional C0ntre for
Advanced Technical and Vocational Training in Turin, It.:i.ly and .Mr. R.r.

Choo-Shee-Nam, Superintendent of ,Sur,reys was att::iched to the British
Admiralty -for tr,"lining in new hydrocraphic surveying techniques.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS:-

33. There were 38 me.�tings between .Management and the Central Executive
of the Transport Workers' Union during the year, and although the representa­
tions made by the Union were not wholly successful, yet it was heart-aning
to note the friendly atmosphere which existed at meetings. There were
7 stoppages of work which were all of a s1�ctional nature and did n,)t involve
a complete stoppage throuB11out tha Depnrtment. It was drawn to the
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attention of the Union th�t on some occasions, it contravened the agreement 
for avoid ·mce nml settlement of strikes. Only a. few '1latters rom:tlned 
undecided at the end of the year, and it was hoped to finalise these as 
early as possibl�. 

Advisory Council 

34. The Transport Advisory Council met only twice during the year.

Finance 

35 ., The deficit on the operation of the aoad, R:ri.l and Shipping 
services of the Dep:irtment for the year 1970 .::unounted to $2,441,669. 'lhe 
Harbour Services however, showed a surplus of $1 , ,J62, 275. and indeed 
this section of the Department's operations has been returning a favourable 
balance, year after year. The runount was however, never shown to thu 
Departmmt 1 s credit in determining the true finnncia1 position, and as a 
result a rather unb.tlanced picture was presl:lnted. 

36. Of the total deficit of 1�2,441 ,669. the loss on the Ihllway
services accounted for $1,405,399. The East Coast Railway nlone inc.urred
a loss of $1,171,345 which was $169,716. above the 1969 figure. Revenue
on the service fell by $254,905. mainly due to the closure of the l1ahuicn -
Hosignol section of the R:dlway from 1st July, while expenditure decreased
by $85,190.

37. The West Coast RAilw,y incurred a loss of $234,054. representing
'.ln increase of $45,267. on the 1969 fi[;UI'e. Revenue fell by $13,548. and
expenditure increased by $32,718.

38. The position with ro1snrd the Shipping Services was :r.i:uch better.
With revenue of $2,746. )97. 'll'ld expenditure of $3,548,738 compared with
$2,697,802 • .ind $3,578,117 respectively, the previous yenr th8 deficit on
this service d13creased by $41,674.

39. The number of passeneers on the shippine services increased by
314,785 over the 1969 ficure. The g'.lin was chiefly on the ferry Sl3rvices;
the Demerara �d Berbice ferries showing, resp�ctively, increase8 of 

108,719 and 272,862. Vehicular traffic on the ferries also showed a
subst:mti::il increase of' 34,371 ::ibove the 1969 figure.

SHIPPING 

Shipping Agents and Lines ,\ 

40. The Republic of Guyana is located on the north eastern part of
South America. The Capital .ind dlief port and commercial centre is Ck..>0rgetown
whi:ch is situated at the mouth o"':' the Demerara River on the ri(Ylt rank. It
is in direct communication by sea with th�.J!.�d KinB(.lom, ii"'rance, Holland,
the United St.'¾tes of America, West Germany, • West Indies, Surim.m and
French Guiana. The Shipping Agents of. the Principal lines cnlling at
Georgetown are as follows:-

(i) Bookers Shipping (Demer2ra) Limited:

Alcon Ste�mship Co. Inc. Bookers Line Limited
S.A. Bolnnon Esq., (Ship-owner)

(ii) 

T & J H,1rrison Limited.
Lunhe1m and Moore, Hitsue o.s.K. Line,
Viking Line, Silverton Shipping Co:r.ipany.
Booth Line C:1n 1di,,n .'.'3..::rvice, L:'Ullport 3Ild
Holt Limited, Shell Antilles and Guy�na
Limited,
Melvile ShippinJ :ind Trading Company.

s�ndbach P�rkcr and Comp::iny Limited:

Royal NHtherlmds Steam.ship Company.
K Line.
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Lim:lted/ 

(iii) 

(iT) 

- 6 -

. Sprostons Limited: 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha Line. 
Saguenay Shipping Limited 
Society Generale De Transportes Uari times. 

Weiting and Richter Limited: 

Booth Sterunship CompanyJ Campagnie Generale 

TransatJ..antique, Lamport and Holt Linc Limited. 

(v) John Fermndes Limited:

Atlantic Line, Pearl Line.

(vi) Caribbean Molasses Company:

Athel Line.

41. There are privately-owned launch services plying between Surinam
and Guyana and also a number of schooners operating between the West Indian
Islands and Guyana.

Georgetown Port: 

42. The main ship nnchorage at Georgetown is situated at the mouth of
the Demerara River arrl i � aoout ½ mile wide an:l 2½ miles long. There is a silt
oo.r nt the mouth of the river which restricts tho drnught of vessels to '.lbout
20 to 23 feet at the M.H.W.S. The depth on the bar at M.L.W.s. is 10 feet to
12 feet. The h'lr' extends approximately 5 miles seaward from the river mouth
and is composed of soft nrud.· The best.anchorage in the harbour at M.L.W.S. is
25 feet and the mean range of tide is:-

Spring: 

Nenp: 

feet 

feet 

41�� BAUXITE: is loaded into ocean-going freighters at Linden,67 miles up 
the Demerara River. ., , 

Port Facilities : 

44. There are ten wharves for ocean-going shipping within the Harbours.
The wharves are built :ilong the e.:>.stern bank of the river .md v'J.ry in length
from 21 0 feet to 945 feet. Depths alongside vacy from 16 feet to 20 feet at
M.L.W.S., but t:is the bottom is of soft mud, vessels can sD.fely rest on the
bottom.

45. There are no heavy cranes or floating cranes and the maximum capacity
of mobile cranes on wharves is 6 tons. Ships handle cargo with their own
derricks. There are available about 40 lighters from 50 to 80 ton capacity and
6 steel pontoons from 180 to 235 tons. Small privately owned tugs are also
�vailable for lighter towage.

46. There is no Port Authority. , All the wharves for. ocean•going ships are
privately owned 3Ild wharfage is by private arrangement ·with the owners. Labour
is organised by the Guyana Port Labour Committee and the notJotiating body is the
Guyana Labour Union. ,: , · · , · · :-:. ·, · ,.

.. -, 
.... .... ' • ' � • I I 

' ' 

47. Dry dock facilities are available in Georgetown for ships of shallow
draught up to 210 feet

,>
long� and there are machine shop f:3.ci.lities for ships and

engine repairs.
·"' -�

48. Fuel supplies are available from oil installations near the port.

NEW AMSTERDAM PORT:

49. New Amsterdam Port
., 

situated· at the mouth of the Borbi.ce Hiver, is aoout
a mile wide and 4 miles long nnd hns no wharves for ocean-going shipping. A few
private jetties for small craft exist and there is a Govermnent-owned cargo wharf
for internal shipping. /7 •••••••••
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50. I'i1ere is a silt bar at the river mouth which restricts the draught
of v•':'�t,els to 17 feet at M.H.vv.S.; the depth on the bar at M.1 •• 1.s. is
7 feet. The bar extends approximately 3 miles from the river mouth and is
composed of some soft mud and hard siltation. Vessles can anchor inside the
harbour in. depths of 10 to 15 feet 11.L.iil .s.

51 0 Bauxite is loaded at Everton about 10 miles from the mouth of the river 
where the depth is better than 3 fathoms at !1.L.,l.S. 

52. Fuel supplies are available from oil installations near the port.

Es�equibo River: 

53. The Essequibo River, with an estuary width of approximately 25 miles,
is tho largest riv�r in Guyana. There are several timber loading berths
with depths ranging from 20 feet to 40 feet and th� bar which is composed of
hard mud and sand, has a minimum depth of 9 feet N.L.il.S.

Springlands: 

54. Springlands on the Corentyne River is the point of entry and de-
parture for passengers travelling by launch services to and from Surinam.
It is also a shipping point for rice, sugar, lumber and other produce from
the Gorentyne to Georgetown.

Pilotage and Port Dues: 

550 The Transport and Harbours Department operates a compulsory pilotage 
service in Georgetown and New Amsterdam Harbours, and in the Essequibo River 
as far as Bartica. The Department is also responsible for providing and 
maintaining aids to navigation and received payment of Tonnage and Light 
Dues and Pilotage Fees. 

Harbours: 

56. The following are comparative figures for 1969 and 1970 in respect
of the number of vessels entering port and the total light tons and tonnage:-

1969 1970 

Light Light 
1'fo. of vessels: Tons: Tonnage: No. of Vessels: Tons: Tonna�e: 

2,881 3,427,964 2,823,345 2,568 3,594,240 2,853,880 

50 3,651 2,184 29 1,885 1,408 

2,931 3,431,615 2,825,529 2,597 3,596,125. 2,855,288 

51. The gross revenue collected in respect of pilotage, light and tonnage
dues amounted to �1,908,944 for-4970 as compared with �1,855,390 for 1969.

Internal Shipping Services: 

58. The Department operated passenger and vehicular ferry services across
the Demerara and the Berbice Rivers and the �ssequibo Estuary.

59. Coastal and river services operated by the Department's cargo and
passen6er vessels and launches were:-

(a) A thrice weekly passenger and cargo service
between ueorgetown, Parika, Fort Island and
Bartica.

(b) A twice weekly cargo service between George­
town, the �ssequibo Islands and the �ssequibo

8/ •••••••• 



(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

8 

Coast. 

A weekly cargo and passenger service between 
Georgetown and the North v'lest District. 

A ferry service between farika, the Essequibo 
Islands and Adventure. 

A weekly passenger and cargo service between 
New lunsterdam and Ituni, 110 miles up the 
Berbice .a.iver. 

A weekly launch service bGtwean New Amsterdam 
and Kwakwanj. 1J6 miles up the· .Bt.Jrbice River. 

A weekly launch service between J.llew Amsterdam 
and !km"niW.B:, 60 miles up the Canjt:'l Creek. 

A weekly cargo service between deorgetown and 
Springlands. 

A weekly passenger and cargo service between 
Georgetown and the Pomeroon District. 

A weekly cargo service between ueorgetown 
and .Kaituma. 

' 

60. Bookers Sugar Estates Limited operates a daily launch service be-
tween New Amsterdam and Blainnont under contract with the Department.

61 ,. · Statistics of traffic carried on ·rransport and Harbours Department' a
Shippin8 s�.rvices arc tabulated below:-

Shipping: 

.Passengers carried: 
Goods carried (tons): 
Gross receipts: 

Railways: 

, 1969 

6., 364,486 
76,414 

$2,697,802 

1970 

6,679,271 
, 67,753 

$2,746,000 

62.. There are two singl.e track railways - one 60½ miles connecting 
n-oorgvtown on the r:nst Bank at the mouth of the .Demerara River and Rosignol
on the west B:1:nk of the Berbice River opposite New Amsterdam anJ other -
18½ miles connecting Vreed-en-Hoop on the �fost Bank of the Demerara River
and Parika on the East Bank of the issequibo ftivur. The section of the
East Coast Railway between Mahaica and Rosignol was closed to passenger
traffic from the 1st July, 1970. However, rice was still being transported
from Burma to Georgetown.

.-. . 

63. Statistics of passengers and frei��t cnITied were as follows:-

East Coast Railway: 

Passengers carrie-d. 
Goods carried (tons) 
Gross receipts 
Passenger train mileage 
Goods train mileage 

1969 

1,375,308 
38,840 

634,534 
179,032 

9,202 

Transport in the Interior: 

1970 

·1 j 11,3�31800 1 ' 
29,559 

399,629 
118,403 

8,382 

West Coast Railway: 

1969 

1 .,995;-030 
11,1-13 

513,666 
98,209 
6,669 

. 1970 

1
.,

862,019 
8

., 
150 

501,117 
98,152 
6,896 

64. The Department operated interior road services from Bartica on the
Essequibo River to:-

9/ •.•.•..•• 



(a) Tumatumari, Kangarurna and Mahdia on the Potaro
River, distances of 95,109 and 108 miles
respectively.

(b) Issano on the Mazaruni River, a distance of
196 miles.

(c) Winiperu, Mazaruni dest, a distance of 22 miles.

65. A privately-owned river boat service operates from Issano on
the Mazaruni River to the upper reaches of the river.

66 Statistics of the Department's road services were as follows:-
• 

Road: 

Passengers carried: 
Goods carried (tons 
Gross receipts 

, 

1969 

9,592 
840 

!!>102,787 

1970 

9,065 
617 

$74,083 

General Review of the operations of the Transport and Harbours Department: 

67-. 
During 1970 the Transport and Harbours l)epartment provided the 

normal services for the transportation of cargo and passengers by rail, 
road and shipping. T.he pilotage service was also maintained and all aids 
to navigation within the territorial boundaries were serviced. 

68. Revenue e.:irned on th� railway, shipping and ro�i transport
s&rvices amounted to $3,700,926 and this repr�sonted aJC·4 t�e of 6-lS
over earnings for 1969 which stood at $3,948,790. 

69. Despite a reduction in the tonnage of cargo carried on the shipping
services from 76,414 tons in 1969 to 67,753 tons in 1970, revenue on these
services increased from �2,697,802 to $2,746,000.

70.. There was a decrease in passenger traffic in 1970 on the Parika/ 
Adventure service and an increase in the Jcorgetown/Bartica Services. 

71. Vehicular Traffic on the Berbice and Demerara ferries showed a
further.increase in the number of crossings. The comparative figures
be_ing 205,699 in 1969 and 240,070 in 1970.

12. On the railway services the position revenue-wise improved
slightly over tho previous year. The Gross earnings on both East and
\iJest Coast amounteJ. to ;p880, 745.56 as against lp1, 148,200 in the previous
year. This was mainly due to phasing out of the Nahaico./Rosignol section 
of the railway. 

73. There was a decrease in 1970 in cargo carried on the West Coast
,railway service by about 21 963 tons. The reason for this, was that cargo 
was also transporte<.l by the Department's pontoons. On the East Coast 
Railway,there was also a decrease by 9,281 tons of cargo with a con­
sequential drop in revenue. 

74.- In both the East and West Coast railway there was a decrease 
in goods traffic as there was a reduction of the transportation by rail 
of molasses and rice. 

75. The Bartica/fotaro/Mazaruni Road Service showed a loss in revenue
of about �29,000; expenw.ture on the service also increased by $30,000.
The statistics indicate that for every �1: earned, �2.31 was spent.

76. 'Ihe deficit on transport operations for 1970 increased from
$2

1
205,397 in 1969 to �2,441,669 in 1970. The total expenditure on these

services was $6,142,594 or $11,592 below the previous year's figure.

1 o/ •.••.•• 
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77. The M.V. 1
1Ambrosio11 which was put into service in 1969 underwent

extensive overhaul of engines. It did transportation of cement from
Puerto Rico to certain vJest Indian Ports and was specially chartered to
Caribbean Cement Co. Ltd.,,in Puerto Rico. She remained idle in Georgetown
until 23rd December, 1970 when she was sent to anchor off Kaow Island in
the Essequibo River.

78. Reconstruction on the final phase of the Georgetown Ferry Stelling
continued in 1970 with available funds. It was only possible to do the
heavy construction, up to the point of the building constructed for the
accommodation of passengers-. An office for the Officer-in-Charge, a Cashier's
Office and a temporary area for freight, were constructed.

79. Major repairs were carTied out on the apron of the Vreed--en-Hoop
Stelling and minor repairs were done in other areas.

80. In New Amsterdam, new quarters were built for Marine Officers who
work in that area.

81. At Rosignol a passengers' �aiting room was erected and a shed built
on the Southern side of the Stelling.

82. At the request of the Ministry of Agriculture, a fisheries wharf
was constructed with funds made available by that Ministry. Construction
of a shed was started by the end of 1970.

CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT 

83. During 1970 the Civil Aviation Dopartment continued to deal with
T�chnicaJ. Aviation matters such as:-

84. Staff
Head Office

85. Timehri:

Personnel Licensing 
Aeronautical Charts 

Units of Measurement to be used in Air-Ground 

Communications 
Operation of AIRCRAF·r 

Aircraft Nationality and Registration Marks 
_l\i_tvo1--t.hiness 0£ Aircraft 
Facilitation 

Aeronautical Telecommunications 
Air Traffic Services 

Aircraft Accident Inquiry 

Aerodromes 

Aeronautical Information Services 

Mr. H. J, Griffith, the J1ssistant Director of Civil 
Aviation returned to the Department on 2nd January 
197?, from the Police Force and anoT..her post of To�hnicaJ. 
Off:-cer was created. Mr. L. Harry, Air Tra.f.fic Control 
Officer, Grade !, was app,,inted to act in this new post. 

In the Air Traff.ic Services Section., the Senior Air 
Traffic Control Officer, Mr. T. Anderson Who was with 
the Department under the auspicies of the U.N.D.P. 
returned to Sweden in September and Mr. A. Alexander, 
Air �raffic Control Officer, Grade I was appointed to 
act in this post. Six Air Traffic Control Apprentices 
completed their basic .i1.TC training and returned to 
Guyana - three from Canada and three from T-.rinidad. 

11/ ••• 
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Two apprentices left to do basic training in Trinida�. Fo�r Assistants
were recruited and trained locaJJ.y and became operational in the Aero­
nautical Information Service Unit. 

86. The Post of Controller of Aerodrome Operations was redesig??,ated
_Airport Manager and the post became vacant when Mr. D. Chalmers �rs.ted
to Canada and resigned. Mr. G. Hopkinson., who was acting as Technical 
Offic.er was appointed to act as Airport Manager. A new post of Assi�tant
Airport Manager was crea,ted and the Senior C lerk., Mr• Fryer was appointed 
to act therein. 

87. In December recruitment of � ta.ff for a Works Branch conmenced
and by the end of the year., one plumber ., three pa.inters and six labourers
were employed under the direct supervision of the Airport Manager.

Visits: 

ao. Mr. D. Chtllis O.� the Canadian Ministry of Transport visited. 
Guyana during the year A.nd after visiting the areas in l-bich it is hope� 
to locate AeronA-utical BeA.cons ., selected the sites am made recommendations 
on Power· out.put., etc.,. The Director of Givil Aviation and Mr. H�rry
acting Technical Orficer attended a Search and Rescue Conference in 
Tr:i.nid;:id to work out coordination between the Caribbean Governments. 'lhe 
conference deru.t �a.inly with Search end Rescue for surface craft. 

Projects: 

89., In Doceznber work began on the implementation of the Canadian 
Aid to Ci vil Aviation Project and the Transport o.nd Harbours Department 
commenced purchasing materials for the locator beacons at Timehri and 
plantation Ui t 1:md the Ex-tended R..mge VHF station at Linden. It is hoped 
that these and four other beacons will be oomplcted during next year. 

Control Tower : 

90. '!be rehabilitation _of the Control Tower which began in 1969 was
completed in April., 1970 and commissioned on 1st May, with completely
new ATC equipment, desks and VHF transmitters and receivers supplied by
the U. s. Government. The new equipment provides for future devel. 0pm:?nt
having consoles :for three work:i.ng positions. A new air-conditioning system 
using ducts was installed and this rosulted in a much needed reduction in 
thF.! noi�<> 1ov-el 1.n the Tower. 

Terminal Building: 

91, Work commenced on the addition to the Terminnl Building of a 
Radar Tow?r "nd of.fices for the �foteorological Section, ui th .funds providedby the Um. ted. N11tions Development Project. The Rn.dnr will be used f'or wea�her obserntions and will cover an nr�a of two hun:lred 'l.lld fifty miles
radius. �he General Office Was removed from th!::t T,:n:dn� Building ruid rehoused_ l.n the McCormick Building to make space for the ner1 AerooouticalInformation Service Unit and ATC reporting Office.
Development: 

. The Airstrips at Lower Kurupung 3Ild Port K3.i tuma were compl.etedearly in the yea� and together with Bemichi., Sand.voort and Bl.1ck Bush., opened for traf.fic. Construction continued on the airstrips at Kilikibiriand Hobo Hill and mainten.--"l.Ilce works of ma.jn� proportUlns -wero carried out· a.t. I<�ieto.,.1.r., - Lethem and Imh-rlmad.ni.

Aircraft Accident: 

93. 
_ 

On December. 24th 1970 a ventura a:i.rc-raft carry:i_ng cargo .from theU.S._en route to Bra�.:i..l era.shed. just prior to making a landing for fuelat Tl.Jllehri. _Both the pilot and co-pi.lot were killed. 'Ibis mishap wus observ:d by the Duty Air T rai'fic Control Officer, Cont,:i:'Ql Tower. Al thoU.ePthe point of the crash was -'\pPrOJci.ni:\t.ol;y- J-4. miles from the Aerodrome,
/12 ............ . 
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officials of the Department did not arrive on the scene until about 3 hours 
after due to the almost inaccessible terrain and the difficulty in moving 
over the ground., including a river crossing. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

94. About 40 SSB radio sets were recei�ed from the Canadian_Government
to be used for Aeronautical Communications in the interior and will be used
jointly by Guyana Airways Corporation, the Meteorological Service and the 
Civil Aviation Department. 

GUYANA JUR�/AYS CORPORATION: 

95. Guyana Airways Corporation was established on 1st September, 1963.,
by Order in No. 71 of 1963, under the Public Corporations Ordinance 
No. 23 of 1962. The Registered Office is at present 32, Main Street, 
Georgetown. 

96. During 1970, the Corporation was administered by a Board consisting
of eleven persons, viz:-

Mr. J. R. Viera, Chairman 
Mr. K. Percival, Deputy Chairman 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of CommW1ications, Official Member 
Mr. c. H. Da Silva, FCIS, Member 
Mr. R. Field-Ridley, Member 
Mr. W. Orderson, Member 
Mr. D. Brooks, Member 
Mrs. B. Simon, Member 
Mr. s. Fazil, Member 
Mr. B. Ramdhani, Member. 

97. The Senior Staf.f (.Department Heads) during this year comprised the
fnJJ_ow:i.ng_;-

Mr. R. L. Abrams, General Manager 
Mr. E.P. Christiani, Deputy General Manager 
Mr. A.G. Martins, Commercial Manaeer 
Mr. S.H. Kennard, Chief Engineer 
Captain G. Spence, Operations Manager 
Mr. C.R. Latchoo, Chief Accountant. 

98. There were 22 Statutory and 1 Special Meeting du.ring the year.

99. The Fixed .Assets of the Corporation as at 31st December, 1970, amounted
to $7,.866 ?070,23, less Depreciation and Obsolescence of $1,629,096.74 leaving a
net balance of $6,238,973.49. 

OPERATIONS 
1 oo. The fleet comprised of the 

DC 3s 
Twin Otters 
Grumman 
Cessna 3100 
Caribous 

following aircraft&-
4 
2 
1 
1 
2 

101. In mid 1970 two Caribous were added to the Corporation's fleet
result:lng in a significant, increase in capacity, of approximateJ.y 28%. In
addition, seven Captains were recruited to provide the basis for meeting
requirements which had been wowing at a steady rate over the past year and
also to meet anticipated traffic incronses. However, there was no evidence
of any increase in load factors and if anything, this dropped due ma� to
the intrusion of private operators, the taperin� off of the Ja1ru.ar movements
and mining operations in the Interior generally and the decrea;e in the meat
traffic from the Rupununi. Added to this, the Ogle project which it was
anticipated would enable expansion of coastal passenger operations with the
Twin Ott0rs and likely to prove an economic

13/ ••••• 
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success, never got underway and in addition, the new f3res and rates structure

proposed f'or the year was not approved nnd so could not be implemented. 

102. Tot31 flying time amounted to 9., 998 hours, �ch represented ah

increase o.f 481 hours or 5% over 1969.

103, The Carifta operations proved a disappointment, attribut4ble in

great measure to inability to obtain high load factors, the uneconomic 

rate structure and the non-allocation to Guyana Airways Corporation of

hi@l rate cargo by BWIA. This resulted in a loss to the Corporation during

the year of $57,813. · 

FINANCE & ACCOUNTS: 

104�. The Corporation showed a loss of $788, J:S0.48 during the year from 
aircraft operations. A loss of $1,129,489.02 for the year, resulted from
total operations which comprise all other revenue and expenditure including
overheads with such items as provision for depreciation an1 obsolescence, 
� on capital and departmehtal overhead costs. 

tOS,. Aircraft allocated costs increased in 1970 to $1,191,370 i.e. 
46.6% over the previous year due to some extent to the introduct4on of the 
Caribou aircraft. Experrli ture increased considerably far nircraft in- , 
surance from $79,000 to $155,355.1�5 and there were substantial increase_ 
in departmental costs of $6601 631,. the s:i,gnificant items being Salaries ani 
Wages $2821 666 or 23.5% trcll'lsport $59,680 or 26% over 1969. 

lo6�,; Aircraft Revenue in 1970 was $21 437, 124 an increase of over 
1 o.5% or $233,465 over 1969. Aircraft expenditure in 19 70 was $3

1
225, 175, 

an increase of 48. 7% or $1, �6,680 over 1969. Total revenue increase was 
11% ;:i.nd total expenditure increase just over 39.4%. 

107.. In September there was a general revision of salaries 9.mounting 
to $102,856 or m nverage overall increase for all cate�ories of 8.3%. 

AGENC.IES DEPArl.TMENT: 

1o8'!' . Agency sales in 1970 imreased by approximately" 1 � over 1969. 
In 1969 the figure was $2.oB million while in 1970 it rose to $2.4 million. 
Commission earned increased by just over 16 per cent f'rom $3221 354 to $373,481 • 

109 • The Corporation I s snare of the total B-IIA, BOAC am Cruzeiro do 
Sul sales was equivalent to 42 per cent of the total, but obviously this 
could hnve been improved with a sound advertisin� programme and an even more 
effective sales force. 

11.P• '.['hough salas in tha Hi:IKenzie area increased appreciably the 
�orp<,ration was unable to get into the Dem.ba bllsinese and this reetri ctect 
to n l.aree measure the further developaent of Agenciezs rosiness in the 

.• area.- An examination of' the extension of Agencies in Berbi.ce with a rl.ew
to locating a sui.table site for an otfice wa:3 oarried out.

M.'lINTF..NANCE:

111-,. 'the �t.trlt,- lr.i,thin the- �M J:'#��,. '±n 1""?70 ..•
continued to show some impro-vemont �r 1969 despite the fact that hanp-:rct,.
effeeti 'M WO?"keh� �net equipme!rt Mtd othe'f'I f'�eili ties '\Je!'e f'ltill n�
avail:1.ble. The improvement has been due to improved maintenance. techniques.,

1f2., The significant factors of the year were thnt the Enr_:in(.�ring De-
partment had just substantially completed tooling 1:p +:or '!'win Oi:t.or main­
tenance ., onl.y to start all over again preparing for th.a introd:;.(,i,ion of new
and more complicated DeHavilland DHC4 Caribou air�::-:-:::_f':".. These .�j_rcraft
presented Ill3IlY highly technological problems., for b,,:{1./les beir.t �ere com­
plicated than the other types within th& .fleet, p:1)·:::.·;�i.larly jr, �-.,.'.,:h areas
as avionics, electrics and airframe, th,e prog!"tlim,,5_;:1.1� ol' equipll',;�;�- ::md spares
holding, training and organising the introduC'tion of yat anofae.::· -i.ype of air­
craft demanded extremely high enaineering efforts.

14/ ••••••••••••••• 
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t1l. The following Are some productivity figures far this year -

Dakota C47 
Twin Otter IlIC6 
Caribou IHC4 
Grumman Goose G21A 
Cessna 3100 

11 q,. .Jnspeotions completed we.re -

25 hr 
$0 hr

100 hr 
300 hr 
600 hr 

1200 hr 

-

... 

-

... 

-

-

39 
182 
99 
JO 

13 
7 

} 
} 
) -- Total flying hours -
) , o, ,4a.09 
) 

11 S. There were 13 engine changes and 1 O propeller cha.ngesp Ail"CZ"a.ft
owned l::\Y the Geyana Defence Force and the Civil Aviation Departnent were 
also maintained. 

PmSONNEL 

1H,. At the end of 1970 there were 437 employees comIE-red with .365 
in 1969.

tt·7-. Negoti-1t.ions were still being finalised for signing of Union 
Agreements with the British Airline Pilots Associa ti.on (BALPA) and the 
Clerical and Commercial Work<�s Union ( CCWU) • 

118. The following are the statistics for 1970:-

Mileage Flown

Hours Fl.own 

DC3 
Grumman 
Twin Otter 
Cessna 
Caribou 

.' 

:003 
Grulllnan 
Twin Otter 
Cessna 
Caribou 

Passengers Carried 
Passenger miles nown

Seat miles available 
Passenger Loo.cl Factor 
Total weight carried 

••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 

...... 

••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 

••• 
••• 
• ••
•••• 
••• 

816.930 
35,000 

406,420 
12,540 

160,22, 
1,li:31,115 

5,634 
280· 

2,903 
. 76 

,,1� 
9,9 

58,602 
6,622,025 

24073,416 
3o,g 

(a) Passenger & Baggage
9,687,400 lbs.

(b} Excess Baggage 
87,300 lbs .. 

Cc) Cargo, 13,710,700 lbs. 

(d) Mail••• 65,00S lbs.

TOTAL - ' " 231550,ao.; ibs. 

,s, .............. . 



Av�ilable Ton Miles 
Weight Lo�d Factor 

15 

••• 
••• 

3,153.,900 
6.3%. 

GUY.ANA TELEOOtil1UNICA.TION CORPORATION: 

119 • The Guyana Teleconnnunicati on Gorporntion was estnblished on 
March 1

1 
1967, by order in Council No. 11 of 1967 under the Public 

Corporn.tion Ordinance No. 23 of 1962. The regi. stered office i s  at pre­
sent situated at 55 Brickdam., Georgetown. 

12�. Broad.policies are formul.nted by a 9 - man Board appointed 
yearly by the Minister o.f. Communications. Several committees assist 
in the efficient �amgement of the Gorporation, namely:-

Finance Committee., 9 memrers 
Industrial and Appointments Comr'littee, 7 members 
Expansion Committee, 10 members 
Board of Survey Committee, 5 members 
Guyana Teleconnnunicatiori Con sultative Committee, 6 memoors 
Guyana Frequency Assignment Conunittee, S members. 

Senior Stafft 

121. General Manager Deputy General Manager 
Secretary Chief Accountant 
2 Senior Executive Engineers 4 Executive Engineers 
Public Relations Officer Personnel Officer 
Service Superintendent Superintendent of Stores 

Sales Superintendent. 

Change of !1em1:Brship of the Board: 

122. Durine the period under review there were three changes in the
membership, nrunely:-

(i) Mr. N.J. Bissember,M.P., Barrister-at-Law, took
over the Chainnanship from Mr. J.A.M. Proctor.

(ii) Mr. O.R. Green, businessman., was appointed
Deputy Chairman vice Mr. B.B. Blair l-lho remained
as member of the Boa.rd; and

(iii) Mr. s.o. Felix, President of the Guyana Postal
and Telecommunication Workers• Union was appointed
a new member of the Board.

Meetings: 

12). There were twelve Statutory Meetings, five Special Meetings., 

one meeting between the Boa.rd and the Guyana Postal and Telecommunication 
Workers' Union, two meetings with the Prime Minister to consider the 
financial situation of the 0orparation relative to the Expansion and 
Development Pro�amme. 

Capital Assets: 

1.24. Capital Assets were fixed at $6.4m by the Government and the 
Corporat.ion was required to issue to Government by way of compensation: 

{i) Debenture or debenture stock of nominal value 
plus interest; 

·(ii) Perpetual debenture $6,400,000; and

(iii) Interest at the rate of 7% per annum on
the said debenture.

16/ •••••••••• 
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Training: 

12,S. Durine this period the Deputy General Manager and Executive 
Engineer (P.C.&. T. ) attended .:i two-week seminar in Managua, Nicaragua,
on Telecommunicntion Pl.'llliling and an Assistant Executive Eng.ineer and 
the Exchance Supervisor attended a course in Training Methodology held 
in Turin

., Italy. 

126. Several batches of telephone operators ancl junior pcirsonnel
benefited from a number o� seminars conducted at  Telephone House and
fourteen courses were held by the Corporation in t he field of Tele­
connnunicati on.

127. Six offi cers were sent to the U.K. and were attached to the
British Post Office or General Electric .:::ompany to be trained in the
system 1-mich would be employed under the �nsion and Devel.opment
Pro�nmme.

128. An executive Engineer svonsored by the l))rporation, attended
the 3rd Commonwealth Engineering Conference anJ three bursaries were
awarded to arnployees I children. The selection was based on the results 
of the Secondary School Entrance Examination. 

Gener.:11: 

129. There was an overall staff increase of 37 - an increase of
4.45% on the 1969 figure. There were 685 persons on the per:nanent staff
and 186 weekly paid employees. The number of resignations and retire­
ments were 43 c1.nd 23 respectively.

Recruitment: 

130. During the General Manager's tour of leave 1n the U.K. h e
interviewed a number o f  Guyanese at the Guyana High Commission Office
in London and eight of the applicants interviewed were offered employment.

MAINCgNANCE /\.ND OP::1U.TIONS 

Georgetown Tel ephone Exchange Area: 

131. Despite tt,e exodus of:' suit·,bly skilled m!lintenance staff which
necessitated retr:rl.ninB of m.1ny €mployees., 

the staff eneaged in main­
tenance in the Georgetown televhona area coped·:. adequately irl.th regular
faults 'Which occurred on all i terns of telephore equipment inclu:ling
maintemnc e of the unierground cable system.

132. Twelve new Priv.:i.te Automatic Branch Exchange (P.A.B.X' s) were
installed • .At the Geor getown Teleph one Exchange a large P.A.B.X. was
used to replace the olde r and rather congested lower capacity P.A.B.X.

Districts: 

133. The IIIlintenance teams deployed in the var ious districts
throughout the length nn<l breadth o.f the coastlimds and as far inland
a� Linden coped adequately with the ir normal !113intemnce duties.

1.34. Most of the sul:marine cables performed satisfactorily 
throughout the year, necessitating little or no maintenance except for 
the one across the B3I'bice River between New Amsterdam and Blairmont 
and resulted in an expenditure of $10

1
000.00¢. 

135� Because of the incle:roont weather durinB th e year, several 
lenP,ths of overhead c ables

., 
telephone appar atus and exchange equipment 

wer e damaged as a result of several electrical storms YM.inly in Bartica, 
Linden., Ituni and Kwakwani, th e worst area affected being Limen. 

17/ ••••••••••••••••• 
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Radio and Transmission Section: 

136. The engineering staff of this section maintained ;md installed
radio communications equipment not only oolon�ng to the Corporation,
but also for covcrruoont ti,nd pri vato organisations.

137. In order to keep pace with the increasing volume of work
it was necessary to recruit and train suitable staff.

138. Two officers �t the levels of \ssistant Ex8cutive Engineer
and Leading Technical Officer have assisted in the installation an:l
are engaeed in the mainten:mce of the weather radar at the Timehri
Airport.

E).ectrica1 Section: 

139. This section is cli.<irce<l with the naintennnce and installation
of all 8lectrioal equipment lslongi.n,{ to the Corporation. It nlso
undertakES maintenance of cert�in types of electrical ap1:.aratus and
equipment for various Ministries of the Goverment

., including Agriculture
mid Economic Development.

Mechanical Section: 

140.. The Corporation's fleet o.f vehiclres has increased by a further 
30 vehicles bringin� the total to 80 vehicles at the end uf 1970. 

Sales and Service Section: 

141. The following represP.nts the number of different services for
which Advice Notes were issued during 1970.

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 

(vi) 
(vii) 

New Services 
Cessations 
Internal Removals 
External Removals 

247 
276 
432 
839 
760 

2 

6 

Change of Facilities 
Private Branch Exchange 
Private Automatic Brnnch 
Exchange 

----

142. At the close of. the year there were:

2,562 

(a) 7
.,
327 Direct Excha.nee lines in operation; 

(b) 4
.,
817 telephone applications recorded on 

a waiting list; 

(c) 14.,
665 telephone st4tions or instruments

instal.led throu,7,hout the country;

(d) 46,931 out�oing overseas c:il.ls;

(e) 4,517 out�oing telex calls.

NATIONAL Ci\LLS 

14). Customers mnde 6.6% less local calls and 8.3% less trunk calls 
than in 1969. 

INT RNATIONi\L CALLS 

144.. Customers made 26.5% more international calls than in 1969. 
This is due to the introduction of the tropospheric scatter system by 
Cable and Wireless {W. I. ) L tel., gi. ving n much better quality an:l far 
more reliable service tmn hitherto. 

18/.· •••••••••••••••••• 
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EXPANSION AND DEVELOPMENT ffiOGRAMME 

116. Since the signing of the contract, a considerable amount of
preparatory work was done by the Corporation. The headquarters of all
external work is sited at Thanas Lands. Certain sections of the Civil
Works in Georgetown have been completed.

146. On the 16th April, 1970
1 

the Minister of. Communications per-
formed the turning of the sod ceremony in Hadfield'Street, Lodge Village,
This marked the official oogi.nning of the major part of the Expansion
Programme. On the 17th Septanber, 1970, a similar ceremony was performed
in Republic Hoad, New Amsterdam.

Buildings, Towers and Masts: 

147.. Due to the excessive loads which the ExcJaange Buildings will 
have to carry, not only on the floors but also on the ceilings and walls, 
all the buildings will be fabricated from steel, ferro concrete and 
concrete blocks. The steel fr�mes for the Exchange buildings comnenced 
arriving from the United Kin1�om in September. 

14ij. The towers and IT14Sts have been finally design:ld and a firm 
order has already been placed from the sub-contractors in. the United 
Kingdom. 

Power Plants: 

149• All power plants relative to the telephone exchanges, microwave 
stations and repeaters have been ordered. 

Radio and Transmission Equipment: 

1SO. The equipment is at present ooing manufactured and delivery is 
expected to co:mmence in the early part of 1971. 

Personnel: 

151. Si.nee the signing of the contract far the Expansion and
Devolopnent Progrnmme the Corporation recruited:-

Revenue: 

1$2 .. 

(i) 27 officer s, most of whom were resident over­
seas more particularly in the United Kingdom;

(11) 140 labourers and other categories of personnel
have been employed throu� the local Employment
Exchrmge.

DISlRIIDTION 01? ;m;VF.NUE AND COST OF' OP&1.ATIONS 

The Operating Revenue for the year was 
and Non-Operating Revenue •• •• 

•• 

•• 

$2,972,983 
73,102 

1S). This was $185,366 more than the total revenue for 1969. Inland 
Telephone Receipts- was over 90% of the totll.l receipts, the same as in 
previous years. 

tSJa. Receipts from overseas Radiophone and Telex increased by 57%
on tho total for 1 969. 

1$5. Receipts on Non-Operating Reverrue again decreased. 

19/ ••••••••••••••••••• 
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Expenditure: 

156. Operating Costs exoluding Debenture Interest and Depreciation
totalled ., •• •• •• •• •• $2, 88h, 600 

which was $5121191 more th� the cost for 1969 at •• $2 1 372!4?9' 
Staf.f costs i.e., Stlaries, Wages and Allowances 
increased by • • • • , • • • .. • • $ :,SOS,ll.T
therafore, other costs were only increased by $7,074. 

1,57. The rise in staff rosts was due t0, increased staff, and mainly-
new rates of pny a�eed with the Union. nds cost was over 78% of the 
tota1 operating costs, excluding Debenture Interest �oo Depreciation. 

1,50. The excess of Revenue over Expenditure was before costs of 
D·Jprecia.tion and Debenture Interest. •• •• •• $161,485
The cost of Depreciation and Debenture Interest waa •• 93'1 ,ll3

$769,626 

Capital: 

159, Assets othett than far tbe.E,cpansion Programme 1iere increased CU 
$217,.621. This �crease w�e evenly d;lst:riwted betwe�n all the oategorie:, 
of Assets. 

Expansion Proeyammet 
I 

160, The Cw,>o);a$n received loane totalling $2,.389,008 from the 
� Bank• United Kingdqn, for tJ:ie purposes or m3.teriala and semces 
supplied by the Genera.l Electrio Company. Local works and t'inancial charges 
for 1970 cost $739,$17. 

OONCLUSION 

161. The staff cost.s are too hieh, At 601, 0£ the total expenditure., 
it is 1� higher than the accepted Telecommunications ma,ximum. The revenue
has inereased ey just over &/,

1 
while costs have increased by over 1L%.

The Corporation's revenue ia therefore not enough to meet its total coste.

162., In tqe 7ea:r 1970 the Pub l.i.o H.oads have improved considerably 
with the completion oe the Adventure-Cl'mrity., Georgetown-tlosignol and 
New A.nlste.rdam-Corriverton Roads in the Counties oi' Essequibo., Demerara 
and Barbi.ca by the Mini-str;y' of Works, Jiydraullcs and Supply and in con­
sequ.once there has been a -�npid growth of Vehicular traffic providing 
adequate public transport facilities th�oui:;iout the country. 

163, Within the c:i ty o.f Georgetawn an.l its environs the Motor Trane-
port Services Limited operated a fl,eet of )6 buses With the inclusion, of 
an additional re�dential area ... South Ruimveldt Gardens. The operation 
on this new route began on the 21st August, 1970. However, in view of the 
denslt)" of traffic and especially at peak hours six additional buses had to 
be ordered to augment the current fleet of the Motor Tran�ort Services 
Limited. 

1.� CAl the 1st Ju]¥, 1970 the Guyana Transport Services L:i.Jnited 
started oper!:ltions on the Oeorgetolftl to .tloeigno'.l, Houte. The Company 
started 'W1 th n 'total of eleven ireh:i,cles - ei /jlt bus�s .for conveyance c,.f 
passen�ers and th:'ee va.na for eargo eem.�es. Subsequently the vans 
were replaced qy two Prime Movere and three trailers for oargo haulage. 
Durins the early atases the emphasis Wa$ on the passenger S8I'viee bebf&en 
Mahaica and llosii,,.ol ow.tng to the phasing ou� of East Coast tlailway in that 
area.,. .,

16S, Owners of priv,ilte bu.ses were .gt'a.nted permission qy the PrescrJ.bed 
Autho:Pity to operate on alternative routes eince �e Guyana Tr-a-nsport 
Services Limited W.o.s otfered an exolus\ve tranchise by Government to operate 
the Georgetown to RoeiBtlol ttoute. ,J 20, •••••••••••• ,-•• 
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1660 Permission to operate a temporary service on the West Bank of 
Demerara on li"'ridays between the hours of 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. for the 
specific purpose of conveying labourers to collect their weekly wages at 
Wales is still in force and 1 t is anticipated that this facility will 
continue on a temporary basis for some time. 

167. The Georgetown to Linden bus service which was inaugurated on
the 7th December, 1968 has a total of fourteen buses - nine large Buses
and five Mini Buses. Four Buses operated on an hourly basis between
Georgetown and Linden and five Buses operated between Georgetown and
Timehri on a fixed schedule issued by the Ministry of Communications in
consul ta ti.on with the Traffic Department.

168• The mini buses operated the Mocha branch route and at intervals 
between Georgetown and Timehri. 

169. During 1970 one thousand and fifty seven new Hire Car Road Service
Licences were issued and one thousan::l. and three were renewed.

170" Six hundred and sixty one new Hire Car Driver' s Licences were 
issued and one thousa.n:l. eight hundred and thirty seven were renewed. 

171D As regards Goods Transportation Licences seven hundred arrl sixty 
four were issued and seven hundred and ninety four were renewed. 

I would like to record thanks to the Hrmds of Dd:i=artments, the 
Corporations and their entire staff for their co-operation which was so 
willingly �ven. This and their team work contributed immensely towards 
the smooth operations through-out the Ministry of Communications1 during 
1970. 

(. .. ,r('!/ · I 1-u ,.. .{ ,' �,, i � . 
. / - ... , . .  

( ·R.A. CHEONG )
Acting Pennanent Secretary. 
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