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STANDING ORDERS OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

MEMBERS AND OFFICERS OF THE ASSEMBLY 

1. OATHS

(1) Except for the purpose of elaQting a Speaker and
Deputy Speaker after a general election, no Member of the 
Assembly shall take part in the proceedings thereof until 
he has made and subscribed boforo the Assembly the oath of 
allegiance and the oath of office set out in the Fourth 
Schedule to the Constitution. 

(2) Immediately following the election of a Speaker
and Deputy Speaker after a general election, the Clerk shall 
administer the oaths first to the. Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
if present and then to the other Members. 

(3) At any other time, the oaths shall be administered
by the Clerk immediately after Prayers. 

2: ELECTION OF SPEAKER 

(1) Whenever it is necessary for the Assembly to elect
a person to be Speaker, 'Whether after a general election or 
when a vacancy in the office of Speaker has occurred in any 
other way, the procedure for the election shall be as 
provided in this Standing Order. 

(2) Any Member, having first ascertained that the
Member or other person to be proposed is willing to serve if 

/elected 



2. 

elected, may, addressing himself to the Clerk, propose any 
other Member (not being a Minister of a Parliamentary 
Secretary) or any other suitable person to the Assembly as 
Speaker, and if that proposal be seconded, the Clerk, if 
no other Member or person be proposed for the office, 
shall declare the Member or person so proposed and seconded 
to be Speaker of the Assembly. 

(3) If another such Member or person, willing to 
serve if elected, be proposed and seconded, the Clerk 
shall propose the question that the Member or person who 
was first proposed should be the Speaker. If that 
proposal be agreed to, the Member or other person so 
chosen shall be Speaker, but if the proposal be negatived, 
the Clerk shall propose a like question in respect of any 
other such Member or person who has been proposed and 
seconded, until the question is carried in favour of one 
of the Members or other persons so proposed. 

(4) No debate shall be allowed upon proposals for 
filling the office of Speaker but any Member may call for 
a division after the decision on the proposal has been 
announced. 

3. ELECTION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER 

(1) Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of 
Deputy Speaker, the Assembly shall, in accordance with 
Article 62 of the Constitution, proceed to elect a Member 
to be Deputy Speaker. 

(2) The election of the Deputy Speaker shall be 
conducted in a similar manner to the election of the 
Speaker, save that the Speaker, if present, shall preside. 

/4. PRESIDING 



3. 

4. PRESIDING IN THE ASSEMBLY
__ \ND IN COMMITTEE 

(1) The Speaker or, in his absence, the Deputy Speaker
or,if they are both absent, a Member of the Assembly (not 
being a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary) elected by the 
Assembly for that sitting shall preside at each sitting of the 
Assembly and shall act as Chairman of Commi tteoo of the whole 
Assembly, including the Committee of Supply. 

,Btanciing 
(2) Save as otherwise provided in these/Orders, the

Deputy Speaker, or other Member presiding, shall have all the 
authority and power of the Speaker when presiding or otherwise 
performing the function of the Speaker. 

(3) The Speaker may, without any formal communication
to the Assembly or to the Committee, request the Deputy Speaker 
to take the Chair. 

(4) The Speaker or in his absence tho Deputy Speaker
may at any time ask any Member present, not being a Minister or 
a Parliamentary Secretary, to take the chair temporarily without 
formal communication to the Assembly or to the Committee. 

(5) Whenever the unavoidable absence of the Speaker from
any day's sitting is anriounced by the Clerk at the Table, the 
Deputy Speaker shall take the Chair and shall be invested with 
all the powers of the Speaker u.�til the next sitting of the 
Assembly, or for twenty-four hours, whichever period is the 
shorter. 

(6) The Speaker in the Assembly and the Chairman in the
CommitteG shall have power to regulate the conduct of business 

I in ••• 



4. 

in all 
matters not provided for in these Zthading Orders. 

5. LANGUAGE 

(1) 
The proceedings and debates of the Assembly 

in the Inglish language. 

(2) Every petition shall be in the English 

shall be 

language. 

6. DUTIES OF THE CLERK 

(l) The Clerk shall be responsible for keeping 
the Minutes of Proceedings of the Assembly and of Committees 
of the whole Assembly, which shall record the names of 
Members attending, all decisions taken and details of every 

division held. 

(2) 
The Clerk shall submit the Minutes of Proceed-

;_ngs of each sitting to the Speaker for his signature and 
;hall then circulate copies thereof to Members before the 

he commencement of the next sitting. 

(3) 
At the end of each sessicupthe Clerk shall 

cause to be prepared and placed in the records of the kssembly 

a bound volume containing 
the Minutes of Proceedings of that 

may 
session, marked with all such corrections as the Speaker  

have directed to be made therein. 

(4) 
The Clerk shall be responsible for preparing 

from day to day an Order Book showing all business appointed 
for any future day and any notices of questions or motions 
which have been sot down for a future day whether for a day 
named or not given. The Order Book shall be open to the 
inspection of Members at all reasonable hours. 

/(5) The 
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(5) Tho Clerk shall be responsible for preparing and
circulating to Members before the coflmencement of each sitting 
an Order Paper containing the bt;.siness for that sitting. 

ptanding 
(6) Subject to these/Onders,the Clerk shall be

responsible for preparing and circulating to Members Notice 
Papers containing all notices of motions and questions sub­
mitted by Members. 

(7) The Clerk shall be responsible for tho custody of
the Minutes of Proceedin5s, records, bills and documents laid 
before the Assembly, which shall be open to inspection by 
Members of the Assembly and other persons under such arrange­
ments as may be sanctioned by the Speaker. 

(8) It shall be the responsibility of the Clerk to
provide every Select Committee of the Assembly with a Clerk 
and,if so required by the Committee, a shorthand writer. 

7. QUORUM

(1) The quorum of the Assembly and of a Committee of
the whole Assembly shall consist of eighteen Members 
(excluding the Member in the Chair). 

(2) If any Member draws the attention of the Speaker
in the Assembly or of the Chairman in Committee of the whole 
Assembly to the fact that a quorum is not present, the Speaker 
or Chairman, as the case may be, shall direct Members to be 
sum.maned as if for a division. 

(�) When the order to summon Members has been given 
in the Assembly, the Speaker shall, after the expiration of 

/five ••• 



6. 

five minutes count the Assembly. If a quorum is not then 
present, he shall adjourn the Assembly without question 
put. 

(4) When the order to summon Members has been 
given in Committee of the whole Assembly, the Chairman 
shall, after the expiration of five minutes, count the Com-
mittee. If he ascertains that a quorum is not then 
present, he shall leave the Chair, the Assembly shall 
resume and the Speaker shall count the Assembly. If a 
quorum is then present, the Assembly shall again resolve 
itself into Committee; but if a quorum is not present, the 
Speaker shall adjourn the Assembly without question put. 

SITTINGS OF THE A3SEMBLY 

8. DAYS OF SITTINGS 

(1) Save as otherwise provided by the Constitut-
ion or resolved by the Assembly upon a motion moved by a 
Minister, the Assembly shall sit every day except 
Saturdays and Sundays, and, unless the Assembly otherwise 
decide, every adjournment of the Assembly shall be to the 
next sitting day. 

(2) If, during an adjournment of the Assembly, it 
is represented to the Speaker by the Government, or the 
Speaker is of the opinion, that the public interest 
requires that the Assembly should meet on a day earlier 
than that to which it stands adjourned, the Speaker may 
give notice accordingly and the Assembly shall meet at 
the time stated in such notice. The Clerk shall as soon 
aP possible inform each Member in writinzt. or if necessary 
by 	telec7ran of any such earlier rl,qctin..g. 

/ 9. HOURS.... 



9. HOURS OF SITTING

(1) Save as otherwise provi�d � the Constitution
and subject- to JJaragraph .(2) .. of. thu;'40itt���gov:ezy nitting 
shall begin at .2. b'clock in the afternoon and unless 
previously adjourned shall end at 10 o'clock on the same 
day. 

(2) The Speaker may ut a:ny time, suspend the
sitting for a stated period, but unless the Assembly other­
wise resolve the Speaker shall at 4 o'clock suspend the 
sitting for half an hour, and at 6.30 o'clock suspend the 
sitting for 1t hours. 

(3) The Assembly may at any time by motion made
and carried without amendment or debate suspend or vary the 
provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Sta�qing Order. 

10. ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY

A Minister may move "That this Assembly do now
adjourn" at any tirae after the conclusion of Questions to 
Ministers at any sitting,but any other Member may only move 
such a Motion under Standing Order No. 11 (Adjournment -
Definite Matter of Urgent Public Importance). 

11. ADJOUR1�1ENT - DEFINITE M.ATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

(1) .Any Member may at the time appointed under
Standing Order No. 12 ( Order of Business) .·.rise in his 
place and ask leave to move the adjournment of the Assembly 
for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent 
public importance. 

/(2)-A .... 
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(2) A Member who wishes so to ask leave to move the 
adjournment of the Assembly shall, before the commencement 
of the sitting, hand•to the Speaker a written notification 
of the matter .-which he wishes to discuss. The Speaker 
shall refuse to allow the claim unless he is satisfied that 
the matter is definite, urgent and of public importance and 
may properly be raised on a notion for the adjournment of 
the,  Assembly. 

(3) If the Speaker is so satisfied and either - 

(a) leave of the Assembly is given; or 

(b) if it is not given, at least eighteen 
Members rise in their places to support 
the request, 

the motion shall stand over until 4.30 o'clock on the same 
day, and at that hour any proceeding on which the Assembly 
is engaged shall be postponed until the notion for the 
adjournment is disposed of or until 9 o'clock, whichever is 
the earlier. At 9 o'clock the motion for the adjournment, 
if not previously disposed of, shall lapse and the pro-
ceedings which have been postponed shall be resumed. 

(4) Not more than onmotion for the adjournment of 
the Assembly under this/naer mqy be allowed at one sitting. 

ARRARGEMENT OF BUSITASS 

- 12. ORDER OF BU SINESS 

Unless the Assembly otherwise direct, the 
business of each sitting day shall be transacted in the 
following order:- 

31 



9. 

(a) Prayers. 

(b) Oaths of a new Member. 

(c) Messages from the Governor-General. 

(0' Announcements by the Speaker. 

(e) Presentation of Petitions. 

(f) Presentation of Papers, and Reports from 
Select Committees. 

Questions to Ministers. 

Statements by Ministers. 

Personal Explanations. 

Requests for leave to move the adjournment 
of the Assembly on definite matters of 
urgent public importance. 

(k) Motions relating to the Business or 
Sittings of the Assembly and moved 
by a Minister. 

(1) 	Introduction of Bills. 

(m) 	Public Business. 

PETITIONS AND PAPERS 

13. PREalINTATION OF PETITIOMS 

(1) The Member presenting a Petition may 
state concisely the purport of the Petition. 

/ (2) A ... 
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(2) A Petition shall not be presented to 
the Assembly unless it shall have been endorsed by 
the Clerk as being in accordance with the rules in 
regard to Petitions,. 

(3) Every Petition must conclude with a 
Prayer setting forth the general object efthe - 
Petition. 

(4) The Assembly will not receive any 
Petitions 

(a) which is not addressed to the 
Assembly and which is not properly 
and respectfully worded; and 

(b) which has not at least one signature 
on the sheet on which the prayer of 
the Petition appears. 

(5) All Petitions presented to the Assembly 
shall be ordered to lie upon the Table without 
question put unless a Member when presenting a 
Petition moves for it to be read, printed or referred 
to a Select Committee and any such motion shall be 
determined without amendment or debate. 

14. PRES1TTATION OF PAPERS 

(1) Every paper shall be presented by a 

Minister and its presentation shall be recorded in 
the Minutes of Proceedings. 

(2) A Minister presenting a paper may make 
a short explanatory statement of its contents but no 
debate shall then take place upon any such statement. 
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(3) All papers presented to the Assembly shall be 
ordered to lie upon the Table without question put and any 
motion for the printing thereof shall be determined without 
amendment or debate. 

QUESTIONS 

	

15. 	NATURE OF QUI3STIONS 

Questions may be put to a Minister relating to the 
responsibility with which he has been assigned. 

16. 	NOTICE OF QUESTIONS 

(1) A question shall not be asked without notice, 
unless it is of an urgent char,4cter or relates to the business 
of the day, and the Member has obtained the leave of the 
Speaker to ask it. 

(2) Notice of a question may be handed by a 
Member to the Clerk when the Assembly is sitting, or may be 
sent to or left at the Parliament Office at any tine during 
the hours prescribed for the purpose. Every such notice must 
be signed by the Member giving it. 

(3) A Member who desires an oral answer to a 
question shall mark his notice with an asterisk. A question 
not so marked will be put down for a written reply. 

(4) A question may not be placed on the Order. Paper 
earlier than thirty clear days from the date on which the notice 
of the question was published in the Notice Paper. 

	

17. 	CONTENTS OF QUESTIONS 

(1) The right to ask a question shall be subject to 

/ the 
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following general rules, as to the interpretation of 
which the Speaker shall be the sole judge:- 

(a) The proper object of a question is to obtain 
informatinn on a question of fact within the 
official cognisance of the Minister to whom 
it is addresse4,or to ask for official action. 

(b) A question shall not include the names of 
persons, or any statements of fact, unless 
they be necessary to render the question 
iAtulligible. 

(0) 
	If a question contains a statement of fact, 

the Member asking it shall make himself 
responsible for the accuracy of the statement, 
and no question shall be based upon a news-
paper report or upon an unofficial publica-
tion. 

(d) No Member shall address the Assembly upon 
any question, and a question shall not be 
made the pretext for a debate. 

(e) Not more than one subject shall be referred 
to in any one question, and a question shall 
not be of excessive length. 

(f) A question shall not contain arguments, 
inferences, opinions, imputations, epithets, 
ironical expressions or hjpothetical cases. 

(g) A question shall not be asked - 

(i) which raises an issue already 
decided in the Assembly, or which 
has been answered fully during the 
current session, or to which an 

/ answer ... 
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answer has been refused; 

(ii) seeking information about matters which are
in their nature secret;

(iii) ·regarding proceedings in a Committee ·which
have not been placed before the Assembly by
a report from the Committee;

(iv) which deals with matters referred to a
Commission of Enquiry or within the juris­
dicition of the Chairman of a Select
Committee;

(v) as to the character or conduct of any
person except in his official or public
capacity; 

(vi) about any matter then pending before any
Court of Justice, or which reflects on the
decision of a Court of Justice;

(vii) reflecting on the character or conduct of
any person whose conduct can only be
challenged on a substantive motion under
Standing Order 35 (Contents of Speeches);

(viii) asking whether statements in the Press,
or of private individuals, or unofficial
bodies are accurate;

(ix) the answer to which can be found by
reference to available official publica­
tions;

(x} referring dtscourteously to, or seeking
information about, the internal affairs

I of ••• 
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of any Territory within the Commonwealth or 
of a friendly Foreign Country; 

(xj.)' ·de�ling with the action· .Q,f .-a·.Mi.ni:ster for 
which he is not responsible to the Assembly; 

(xii) seeking, for purposes of argument, informa­
tion on matters of past history; or

(xiii) raising questions of policy too large to be
dealt with in the limits of an answer to a
question.

(h) A question shall not solicit the expression of an
opinion, or the solution of an abstract legal
question, or of a hypothetical proposition.

(2) If the Speaker is of the opinion that any question
of which a Merabor has g,;ven notice to the Clerk infringes the 
provisions of any Standing Order or is in any way an abuse of 
the right of questioning, he nay direct -

(a) that the Member concerned be informed that the
question is out of order; er

(b) that the question be entered in the Order Book with
such alterations as he may direct.

18 • MANNER OF ASKING AND 
��T51iERING QUESTIONS 

(1) At the time appointed for the asking and answering
of questions under Standing Order. No. 12 (Order of Business), 
the Speaker shall call in turn upon each Member in whose name 
a question stands upon the Order Paper, in tho order in which 
the questio·ns are p.rinted. Each Member so called shall rise 

/ in ••• 
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in his place and ask the question by reference to its number on 
the Order Paper and the Minister questioned shall give his reply. 

(2) After the answer to a question has been given 
supplementary questions may, at the discretion of the Speaker, 'fie 
put for the purpose of elucidating the answer given orally, but 
the Speaker may refuse any such question which in his opinion 
introduces matters not relative to the original question, or 
which infringes any of the provisions of Standing Order No. 17 
(Contents of Questions), and may in that case direct that such 
question be not reported in the Official Report. 

(3) A Minister may decline to answer a question if the 
publication of the answer would in his opinion be contrary to 
the public interest. 

(4) In the absence of a Member in whose name a question 
stands, any other Member may, if duly authorised by that 
Member, ask the question on his behalf. 

(5) A question. M4Y be deferred at the request of the 
Member in whose name it stands, or at the request of any 
other Member duly authorised by that Member. 

(6) In the absence of a Minister to whom a question is 
addressed, any other Minister may give the answer. 

(7) At the request of a Minister, the answer to a 
question may be deferred. 

(8) At the request of thud► 	• 	in whose name a 
question stands, the questjon. nay. be  withdrawn. 

(9) A question not asked shall be removed from the Order 
Paper. 

(10) A question withdrawn or removed from the Order 
Paper may be asked again provided that notice as required 
by these Standing Oydera is given. 
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(11) The answer to a question requiring a written 
reply shall be circulated to Members at the sitting at 
which the question was placed on the 'Order Paper, and a 
record of the question and the reply shall be entered 
in the Minutes of Proceedings. 

(12) Not more than three questions requiring an oral 
answer shall appear on the Order Paper in the name of 
the same Member for the same day. 

(13) No question shall be asked after 2.45 o'clock in 
the afternoon except any question which the Speaker has 
allowed to be asked without notice under paragraph (1) of 
Standing Order No. 16 (Notice of Questions). 

(14) Questions which have not received an oral 
answer by 2,45 o'clock shall be answered in writing by the 
Minister to whom the question was addressed and copies of 
the answer shall be sent immediately after that hour to 
the Clerk, who shall send a copy to the Member in whose 
name the question stood upon the Order Paper and cause the 
answer to be circulated with the Minutes of Proceedings, 
unless at any time before 2.45 o'clock a Member having a 
question on the Order Paper but whose name has not yet 
been called by the Speaker signifies to the Clerk at the 
Table his desire to postpone the question to a later 
sitting or to withdraw it. 
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19. 	PERSONAL EXPL'ANATIONS 

With the leave of the Speaker, a Member may make a 
personal explanation at the time appointed under Standing 
Order No. 12 (Order of Business ) although there be no 
question before the Assembly; but no controversial matter 
may be brought forward nor any debate arise upon the 
explanation. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

20. ARRANGIENT OP PUBLIC BUSINESS 

(1) Public Business shall consist of motions and 
Bills. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of these Standing 
Orders, Government Business shall have precedence on every 
day except on Wednesdays when Private Members' business 
shall have precedence. 

(3) Government Business shall consist of motions 
and Bills sponsored by Ministers and shall be set down on the 
Order Paper in such order as the Government think fit. 

MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS THERETO 

	

21. 	QUESTIONS FOR DEBATE 

(1) Subject to the provisions of the Constitution 
and of these Standing Orders, any Member may introduce any 
Bill or propose any motion for debate in, or may present any 
petition to the Assembly, and the same shall be disposed of 
according to these Standing Orders: 

/ Provided ... 
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Provided that, except on the recommendation or 
with the consent of the Cabinet signified by a Minister, 
theAssembly shall not - 

(a) proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment 
to a Bill) which, in the opinion of the person 
presiding , makes provision for any of the 
following purposes - 

(i) for imposing or increasing any tax; 

(ii) for imposing any charge upon the Con-
solidated Fund or any other public 
fund of Guyana or for altering any 
such charge otherwise than by reducing 
it; 

iii) for the payment, issue or withdrawal 
from the Consolidated Fund or any other 
public fund of Guyana of any moneys 
not charged thereon or any increase in 
the amount of such a payment, issue or 
withdrawal; or 

(iv) for compounding or remitting any debt 
due to Guyana; or 

(b) proceed upon any motion ( including any amend-
ment to a motion) the effect of which, in the 
opinion of the person presiding, would be to 
make provision for any of the purposes 
aforesaid. 

(2) The signification of the recommendation or 
consent of the Cabinet shall be recorded in the Minutes of 
Proceedings. 

/ (3) When ... 
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(3) When a question for debate has been proposed, 
debated and decided, it shall not be competent for any 
Member to raise a question substantially indentical there-
to in the same session except upon a substantive notion for 
rescission 

22. NOTICE OF MOTIONS OR AMENDMENTS 

(1) Where under any Standing Order notice is 

required such notice shall be given in writing, signed by 
the Member and addressed to the Clerk. Such notice shall 
be handed to the Clerk when the Assembly is sitting or sent 
to, or left at, the Parliament Office at any tine during 
the hours prescribed for the purpose. 

(2) If the Speaker is of opinion that any notice 
of motion which has been received by the Clerk infringes 
the provisions of any Standing Order or is in any other way 
out of order, he may direct - 

(a) that the Member concerned be informed that 
the notice of notion is out of order; or 

(b) that the notice of motion be entered in 
the Order Book with such alterations as he 
may direct. 

23. PERIOD OF NOTICE 

(1) Except as provided in the next succeeding 
paragraph a Government motion shall not be placed upon the 
Order Paper of any sitting earlier than the day following 
the day upon which the notice was published in the Notice 
Paper. 

/ (2) with 
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(2) With tho consent of the Speaker, a
Governnont motion may be placed upon the Order 
Paper for the sitting of the day following that on 
which the n-otfoe was given to;, fille ·Ole:rk.. 

(3) Except as provided in parag1·aph (5) of
Standing Order No. 77 (Reports from Select Com­
mittees) a Private Member's ootion shall not be 
placed upon the Order Paper, for a day earlier than 
fourteen clear days from the day on which the 
notice was published in the Notice Paper. 

24. EXEMPl'IONS FROM NOTICE

Unless the Standing Orders otherwise provide, 
notice shall be given of any motion which it is 
proposed to make, with the exeption of the following:-

(a) a motion for the amendment of any
motion;

(b) a notion for the adjournment of the
Assembly or a debate;

(c) a notion for the election of a
tenporary presiding officer under
paragraph (1) of Standing Order No. 4
(Presiding in the Asserably and in
Committee);

(d) a motion for the suspension of Standing
Orders put with tho leave of the Speaker:

(e) a notion for the withdrawal of
strangers;

/ (f) a ••• 
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(f) a motion that the Assembly resolve itself 
into Committee; 

(g) a motion made in Committee of the whole 
Assembly, other than the Committee of 
Supply; 

(h) a motion for the suspension of a Member; 

(i) a motion that a petition be read, printed 
or referred to a Select Committee; 

(j) a motion for the printing of a paper 
under paragraph (3) of Standing Order 
No. 14 (Presentation of Papers); 

(k) a motion relating to a matter of privilege; 

(1) a motion arising out of any item of 
business made immediately after that item 
is disposed of and before the next item 
is entered upon; 

(m) a motion to commit a Bill to a Select 
Committee under paragraph (1) of 
Standing Order No. 49 (Committal of Bill); 

(n) a motion to recommit a Bill under 
paragraph (1) of Standing Order No. 54 
(Recommittal of Bills reported from 
Committee of the whole Assembly); 

(o) a motion for the withdrawal of a Bill 
under Standing Order No. 60 (Withdrawal 
of Bills); 

(p) a motion in respect of which notice has 

/ been ... 
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(q) 

been dispensed with under Standing Order 
No. 25 (Dispensing with Notice); 

a motion "That the•questionlie-now put" 
under paragraph (1) of Standing Order 
No. 38 (Closure of Debate). 

25. DISPENSING IITH NOTICE 

Notice shall not be dispensed with in the case 
of a motion or in respect of any proceedings for which 
notice is required, except with the consent of the 
Speaker and the assent of the majority of the Members 
present at the time. 

26. PRIVILEGE MOTIONS 

(1) A motion directly concerning the privileges 
of the :.ssombly shall take precedence over all other 
business. 

(2) I,ny Member desiring to raise a matter 
under thisAVillbi'LlAe.-11 first obtain leave of the Speaker 
who shall determine whether the Member is entitled to 
raise the matter as a question of privilege. 

(3) If permissioniiRtgilariwzby the Speaker 
under paragraph (2) of this/Order, by Member so per—
mitted may raise it any time after Questions to 
Ministers and move that the matter be referred to the 
Committee of Privileges. 

kt 	No debate shall ensue on a motion under a lag 
this/Orgr it if the Speaker decides that a 21j.s...14,, 
facie case has been made out he shall so state and refer 
the matter to the Committee of Privileges. 

/ (5) If ... 
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(5) If during a sitting of the Assembly a 
matter suddenly arises which appears to involve the 
privileges of the assembly and which calls for 
immediate intervention of the Assembly, the proceed-
ings may be interrupted, save during the progress of 
a division, by a motion based on such matter. 

t ndin (6) No Member moving a motion under this 
rder mAy speak for more than fifteen minutes. 

27. NOVIEG OF MOTIONS 

(1) On a motion made and when necessary 
seconded, the Speaker shall prOpose theueson to 
the Assembly, and after debate, if any, shall

.
then put 

the question for the decision of the Assembly. 

(2) If a motion embodies tvo or more separate 
propositions, the propositions may be proposed by the 
Speaker.as separate questions. 

(3) If a Member desires to vary the terms of 
a notion standing in his name, he may do so by giving 
an amended notice of motion, provided that such 
amendment does not, in the opinion of the Speaker, 
materially alter any principle embodied in the 
original motion or the scope thereof. Such amended 
notice of motion shall run from the time at which the 
original notice of motion was given. 

28. SECONDING OF MOTIONS 

(1) In the Assembly the question upon a 
motion or amend:aent shall not be proposed by the 

/ Speaker ... 
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Speakerunless such motion or amendment has been· seconded: 

_Provided that Govcrnmen't business .. .-sh.all not 
:t:e,q u.iJ:e. :sB;conding-. 

(2) In a Committee of the whole Assembly a
seconder shall not be required. 

29. MOTIONS NOT MOVED OR SECONDED

(i) If a Member does not move a motion or amend­

ment which stands in his naoe when he is called on, it 
shall be renoved from the Order Paper unless d-0ferred by 
leava of the J�ssembly or moved by some other Member, 
duly authorised by that Menber: 

Provided that Government business may be moved 
by any Minister. 

(2) No question shall be proposGd upon a motion
or amendment, which under these Standing Orders is 
required to bo soconded, if it is not so seconded. 

:,o. WITHDRLWAL OF MOTIONS 

(1) .i..i. notion utay be withdrawn, at the request of 
the r.1over, after it has been moved, by leave of the 
Asscobly or Committee, before the question is fully put 
thereon, provided there is no dissentient voice. 

(2) A notion so withdrawn may be nade fgain. ��
the same session provided that notice, as required by 
these Standing ·{.{k'<:lers, •is given. 

(3) If an amenfu:1:ent .has been proposed to a m.ot.ion,

/ the . . .
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the original motion cannot be withdrawn until the amendment 
has been disposed of. 

31. AMENDMENTS TO MOTIONS 

(1) When any motion is under consideration in the 
Assembly or in a Committee thereof an amendment may be 
proposed to the motion if it is relevant thereto. 

(2) An amendment may be proposed to any such amend-
ment if it is relevant thereto. 

(3) An amendment to a motion may be moved and 
seconded at any time after the question upon the motion has 
been proposed by the Speaker or Chairman, and before it has 
been put by the Speaker or Chairman at the conclusion of the 
debate upon the motion. When every such amendment has been 
disposed of, the Speaker or Chairman shall either again 
propose the question upon the motion or shall propose the 
question upon the motion as amended, as the case may require, 
and after any further debate which may arise thereon, shall 
put the question to the Assembly or Committee for its 
decision. 

(4) (a) Upon any amendment to leave out any of the 
words of the motion, the question to be 
proposed shall be "That the words proposed 
to be left out be left out of the question." 

(b) Upon any amendment to insert words in, or 
add words at the end of, a motion, the 
question to be proposed shall be "That 
those words be there inserted" (orfl addeds!). 

(c) Upon any amendment to leave out words and 
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insert or add other words instead, a question shall 
first be proposed -"That the words proposed to be le� 
out of the- -qtiestion", and only, i?. that. ,quest-ion is 
agr�d -to-,:.� the .question "then -be proposed "That 
those words be there inserted" (or 11 added"). 

(d) When two or more amendments are proposed to be moved
to the same motion, the Speaker shall call upon the
movers in the order in which their amendments relate
to the text of the motion, or in case of doubt in
such order as he shall decide.

(e) Any amendment may be withdrawn at the request of the
mover, by leave of the Assembly, before the question
is fully put thereon, provided that there is no
dissentient voice.

(5) (a) Any amendment to an amendment may be moved and
seconded at any time after the question upon the 
original amendment has been proposed, and before it 
has been put at ·the conclusion of the debate on 

(b) 

the original amendment. 

The provisions of paragraph ( 4) of tfci8aJetcmii� , Order shall apply to the discussion gf amenainent� I
except that in any question to be put, the words 
"original amendment" shall be substituted for the 
word "question"• 

/ (c) When••• 
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When every such anendment to an anendnent 
has been disposed of, the Speaker shall 
either again propose the question upon 
the original amendment, or shall propose 
the question upon the original amendment 
as amended t as the case may require. 

(6) Any amendnent, whether in the Assembly or in
Committee of the whole Assembly, shall be put into writing 
by the mover and delivered to the Clerk before the 
question is proposed thereon. 

( 7) ltr.aen the question upon an amendnent to a
motion has been proposed by the Speaker or ChairI!lan an 
earlier part of the motion CTay not be amended unless the 
ariendi1ent under discussion is withdrawn. 

(8) An anendment shall not raise any question
which, by these Standing Orders, can only be raised by a 
substantive notion after notice, 

RULES OF DEBATE 

32. TINE JJID MANNER OF SPEAKING

(1) h. Member desiring to speak shall rise in his
place and if called upon shall address his observations 
to the Speaker or Chairoan. No Menber shall speak unl\;;ss 
called upon by the Speaker or Chairman. 

(2) If two or more Menbers rise at the sane
time, the Speaker or Chairman shall call upon the Member 
who first catches his eye. 

/ (3) Uq • err
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(3) No Meober shall speak more than once on any
question except 

(a) when the Assembly is in Committee;

(b) in explanation as prescribed in
paragraph (4) of this Stct.nding·Order; or

(c) in the case of the mover of a sub­
stantive motion or the Member in
charge of a Bill, in reply:

Provided th�t any Member may, without prejudice to 
his right to speak at a later period of the debate, second 
a notion or anendnent by rising in his place and stating 
that it is his intention to second the motion or amendment. 

(4) A Meober who has spoken on a question nay
again be heard to offer explanation of sorae material part 
of his speech which he clains has been misrepresented, but 
he shall not introduce new matter, 

' (5) A Meober who has spoken may speak again when 
a new question has been proposed by the Speaker or Chairman, 
such as a proposed anendment or a motion for the adjournI!lent 
of the debate. 

(6) A Menber shall not re&d his speech except with
the leave of the Speaker but he nay read extracts from books 
or papers in support of his argument, and may refresh his 
nemory by reference to notes. 

(7) No Menber may speak on any question after it
has been put to the vote by the Speaker or Chairman, that is�·
after the voices of the ayes and Noes have been collected. 

/ (8) No••• 
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(8) No Member oay speak on any matter in which
he has a direct personal pecuniary interest, without 
disclosing the extent of that interest. 

(9) No Member shall be entitled to speak for
�ore than thirty minutes on any question except that -

(a) a moYer of a r10tion shall be entitled
to speak for forty-five ninutes on
such motion or in reply; and

(b) the Speaker shall grant exten1ions of
time for periods of fifteen ninutes
to any Member upon the Asscobly
approving a motion nade thnt such
extensions be grantou. Jrny such
notion shall be put forthwith
rrithout debate.

33. RIG. T OF R:�PLY

(1) The mover of a motion may reply after all
the other Members present have had an opportunity of 
addressing the Assembly and before the question is put, 
and after such reply no other Menber nay speak, except 
as providing in paragraph (2) of this Stnndblg Order •. 

(2) A Minister may conclude a debate on any
motion which is critical of the Governnent, or rcilects 
adversely on or is calculated to bring discredit upon 
the Government or a Government Officer. 

34. INTERRUPTIONS

Subject to these Standing Orders, no Member 

/ shall ••• 
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shall interrupt another Member except - 

(a) by rising to a point of order, when the Member 
speaking shall resume his seat and the Member 
interrupting shall simply direct attention to 
the point which he desires to bring to notice 
and submit it to the Speaker or Chairman for 
decision; or 

(b) to elucidate some matter raised by that Member 
in the course of his speech, provided that the 
Member speaking is willing to give way and 
resumes his seat and that the Member wishing to 
interrupt is called by the Chair. 

35. CONTENTS OF SPEECHES 

(1) Subject to these Standing Orders, debate upon 
any motion,Bill, or amendment shall be relevant to such motion' 
Bill or amendment, and a Member shall confine his observations 
to the subject under discussion. 

(2) Reference shall not be made to any matter which 
is sub judice, in such a way as might, in the opinion of the 
Chairoprejudice the interests of parties thereto. 

(3) It shall be out of order to attempt to reconsider 
any specific question upon which the Assembly has come to a 
conclusion during the current session except upon a sub-
stantive motion for rescission. 

(4) It shall be out of order to use offensive and 
insulting language about Members of the Assembly. 

(5) A Member shall be referred to in the Assembly as 
the Honourable Member, Mr. 	  

/ (6) 
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(6) No Member shall impute improper motives to
any Member of the Assembly. 

(7) Her Majesty's or the Governor-General's
name shall not be used to influence the Assembly. 

(8) The conduct of Her Majesty and Members of
the Royal Family shall not be called in question. 

(9) The conduct of the.Governor-General or any
other person performing the functions of the Office of 
Governor-General, Members of the Assembly, Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature or other persons performing 
judicial functions shall not be raised except upon a. 
substantive motion moved for the purpose. 

36. SCOPE OF DEBATE

(1) When an amendment proposes to leave out
words and to add or insert other words instead of them, 
debate upon the question "That the words proposed to be 
lef-t out be left out of the question" may include both 
the words proposed to be left out and those proposed to 
be added or inserted. 

(2) On an amendment proposing only to leave out
words or to add or insert words, debate shall be confined 
to the ·mission, addition or insertion of such words 
respectively. 

(3) Debate upon any motion ''That the debate be
now adjourned", or "That this Assembly do now adjourn" 
if moved during any debate, or in Co.cunittee upon any 
motion "That the Chairman do report progress and ask 

/leave••• 



leave to sit again", shall be confined to the matter of such 
motion;· and a Member who has made or seconded such motion 
shall not be entitled to move or second any similar motion 
during the same debate; but this paragraph shall not be 
construed as restricting the customary right of the Minister 
in charge of arranging the business or the Aas�nbly fo mJvo 
the a.djourn:o.ont of the J�ss cnbly on tho conclusion of the 
business of the d�y. 

37 • ANTICIPATION 

(1) It shall be out of order to anticipate a Bill
by discussion upon a motion dealing with the subject matter 
of that Bill. 

(2) It shall be out of order to anticipate a Bill
:�r o notice of motion by discussion upon an amendment 
or a motion for the adjournment of the Assembly. 

(3) In determining whether discussion is out of
of order on the grounds of anticipation, regard shall be 
had by the Chair to the probability of the matter 
anticipated being brought before the Assembly within a 
reasonable time. 

38. CLOSURE OF DEBATE

(1) After a question has be�n proposed any Member
may at any time during the course of debate rise in his 
place and claim to move "That the question be now put" and 
unless it appears to the Chair that that motion is an 
abuse of the rules of the Assembly or an infringement of 
the rights of the minority, the question "That the question 
be now put" shall be put forthwith. No debate on that 
motion shall be allowed, and if the motion is carried, the 

/ debate ••• 
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debate then before tha Assembly shall cease and the question 
before the Asserably shall be put forthwith. 

(2) When the motion "That the question be now put"
has been carried, and the question consequent thereon has 
been decided, any Member may claim that any other question 
already proposed from the Chair be now put and if the assent 
of the Chair is given such question sh�ll be put forthwith 
and decided without amendment or debate. 

(3) A motion under this Standing Order shall not be
decided in the affirmative if it appears on a division that 
less than eignteen Members voted in the majority in support 
of the motion. 

39. RULES FOR J\:IEMBERS NOT SPEAKING

A Member present in the Assembly during a debate -

(a) shall enter or leave the Assembly vrith
decorum;

(b) shall not read books, newspapers, letters
or other documents save such as relate to
the business before the Assembly;

(c) shall maintain silence while another·Member
is speaking, and shall not interrupt,
except in accordance with these Standing
Orders; and

(d) shall othe:t'\vise conduct hi.Iilself in a fit
and proper manner

RULES OF ORDER 

40. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ORDER IN THE
AS SEl'1iBLY AND IlT COMMITTEE 

(1) The Speaker in the Assembly and the Chairman



t�. Go��ttee shall be responsible for the observance 
of the rules of order in the Assembly and Corunittee 
respectively and their decision upon any point of 
order shall not be open to appeal and shall not be 
reviewed by the Assembly·except upon a substantive 
motionr��d� after notice. 

(2) When the Speaker or Chairman rises, any
Member then speaking or wishing to speak shall 
immediately resume his seat and the Assembly, or the 
Corrnnittee, shall be silent. 

41. ORDER IN THE ASSEMBLY AN.D :rn

COMMITTEE 

(1) The Speaker or the Chairman, after having
called the attention of the Assembly, or of the 
Committee, to the conduct of a Member Pho persists in 
irrelevance, or tedious repetition either of his own 
arguments; or of the arguments used by other Members 
in debate, may direct him to discontinue his speech 
and to resume his seat. 

(2) The Speaker or the Chairman shall order
any Member whose conduct is grossly disorderly to 
withdraw irmnediately from the Assembly during the 
remainder of that day's sitting, and may direct 
such steps·to be'taken as are requir�d to enforce 
t.his ordor. But� if, on any occasion, the Speaker 
or the Ch�ir��n consider0s that his po�ers under the 
previous provisions. of this Standing Orde:r; are ) :_ • 
inadequate, the Speaker or Chairman may name such 
Member for disregarding the authority of the Chair 
under this Standing Order, in which event the 
procedure prescribed in the-next succeeding 
paragraph should be followed. 

(3) Whenever a Member has.been named by the
Speaker or by the Chairman, then -

/ (a) ••• 
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(a) if th(i offence has been cornitted in the 
Assembly, the Speaker shall call upon a 
Minister to move "That Mr. . 	 be 
suspended from the service of the Assembly". 
The Speaker shall put the question on such 
motion forthwith, no seconder being 
required and no amendment, adjournment of 
debate being allowed; 

(b) if the offence has been committed in Com-
mittee, the Chairman shall forthwith 
suspend the proceedings of the Committee 
and as soon as the Assembly has resumed, 
shall report the circumstances, where-
upon the procedure provided for in the 
preceding sub-paragraph shall be followed; 

(c) if .iny such motion be carried, and a 
Member be suspended, his suspension on the 
first occasion shall continue until the 
expiration of the fifth dayr and on the 
second occasion until the expiration of 
the tenth day, on which the Assembly sits 
after the day on which he was suspended, 
and on the third or any subsequent 
occasion until the Assembly resolves that 
such suspension be terminated' 

(4) Not more than one Member shall be named at 
the same time, unless several Members present together 
have jointly committed the offence. 

(5) A Member who is directed to withdraw or who 

/ 
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is suspondod under this Standing Order shall forthwith leave 
the Assembly and its precints. 

(6) If any Member who has been directed to with­
draw or who has boen suspended under this Standing Order, 
refuses at any time to obey the direction of the Speaker to 
withdraw from th8 Asse�bly and its precints, the Speaker 
shall call the attention of the Assembly to the fact that 
recourse to force is necessary in order to compel obedience 
to his direction, and the Member nafled by him as having so 
refused to obey his direction shall thereupon without further 
question put be suspended from the service of the Assembly 
during the remainder of the session. 

(7) If resort to force is necessary, the Speaker
may suspend the sitting during the removal of the Member. 

(8) A Me�ber who is directed to withdraw or who is
suspended under this Standing Order shall not be entitled to 
attend the sittins from which he was directed to withdraw 
or in a case of suspension to attend any sitting or enter 
the precints of tho Assembly until the termination of his 
suspension. 

( 9) In the ease of grave di�·rdor arising in the
Assefilbly, the Speaker may, if he thinks it necessary to do 
so, adjourn the 1:i.ssenbly without question put, or suspend 
the sitting for a time to be named by him. 

Standing 
(10) Nothing in thiq/'Order snall be taken to

deprive the Assembly of the power of proceeding against 
any Member according to any resolution of the Assembly. 

/ VOTING 
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VOTING 

42. DECISION OF QUESTIONS

(1) Save as otherwise provided in the Con­
stitution or in these Standing Orders all questions 
proposed for decision in the Assembly or in Com­
mittee shall be determined by a majority of the 
votes of the elected Members thereof present and 
voting. 

(2) The Speaker or other Meober presiding
shall not vote unless on any question the votes are 
equally divided, in which case, except as otherwise 
provided in the next succeeding paragraph, he shall 
have and ex& rcise a casting vote. 

(3) A. Speaker elected from ambng persons
who are not Members of the Asseillbly shall have 
neither an original nor a casting vote and if, upon 
any question before the ��ssembly when such a Speaker 
is presiding, the votes of the Members are equally 
divided, the motion shall be lost. 

43. COLLECTION OF VOICES

(1) At the conclusion of a debate upon any
question the Speaker or Chairman shall put that 
question for the decision of the Assembly, and shall 
collect the voices of the Ayes and of the Noes, 
after which no further debate may take place upon 
that quastion. 

(2) The result shall be declared by the
Speaker or Chairman stating ttl think the J'"yes have 

/it •.• 
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it" or "I think the Noes have it" as the case may be, but any 
elected Member may challenge the opinion of the Chair by 
claiuing a division. 

44. DIVISIONS 

(1) If a division is claimed, it shall be taken by 
the Clerk calling each elected Member's name and asking each 
such Member separately how he desires to vote and recording 
the vote accordingly. The Clerk shall then announce the 
number of those who have voted for, those who voted against 
the proposal and those who declined to vote and the Speaker 
or Chairman shall declare the result of the division. 

(2) Every elected Member present, unless he 
expressly says that he declines to vote, shall record his vote 
either for the :,yes or the Noes. The Clerk shall enter in the 
Minutes of Proceedings the record of each Member's vote, and 
the names of those Members who declined to vote. 

(3) If a Member states that he voted in error or 
that his vote has been counted wrongly, he may claim to have 
his vote altered provided that such claim is made as soon as 
the Clerk has announced the numbers and before the Chair has 
declared the result of the division.' Upon such claim being 
made the Speaker or Chairman, at his sole discretion shall 
either direct the Clerk to alter that Member's vote or direct 
that a fresh division be held. 

PROCMURE ON BILLS 

45. INTRODUCTION AND FIRST R.C.,ADING 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this Str:lading 
Order any Member nay move for leave to introduce a Bill of which 

/ he 
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he has given notice but a Bill may bo presented to the 
Assembly o a. behalf of the Governnent after notice without 
an order of the Assembly for its introduction. 

(2) A notice of the prosentation of a Bill on
behalf of the ·Government may be entered on the Order 
Paper for the day of the sitting on which the Bill is to 
be presented. 

(3) Except on the recommendation or with the
consent of the Cabinet signified by a Minister, the 
Assembly shall not -

(a) proceed upon any Bill (including any
amendment to a Bill) which, in the
opinion of the person presiding,
makes provision for any of the
following purposes -

(i) for imposing or increasing
any tax;

(ii) for imposing any charge upon
the Consolidated Fund or any
other public fund of Guyana
or for altering any such
charge otherwise than by
reducing it;

(iii) for the payment , issue or
withdrawal from the
Consolidated Fund or any other
public fund of Guyana o� any
moneys not charged thereon or
any increase in the amount
of such a payment, issue or

/ withdrawal . . .
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· �-i thdrawal; or

(iv) for compounding or·remitting any
debt due to Guyana•

(4) A Bill, whether presented in pursuance. of an
order of the Assembly after leave given or without such order, 
shall be handed to the Clark at the Table by the Member who 
gave notice of the Bill. The Clerk shall then read aloud the 
title of the Bill, which shall then be recorded in the Minutes 
of Proceedings as having been read a first time and, unless 
previously printed, ordered to be printed, without question 
put. 

, 4Q. APPOINTMENT OF DAYS FOR ST!i,G� OF BILLS 
$tanding 

(1) SubjGct to this/Order, at the conclusion of the
proceedings on any stage of a Bill, the Member in charge of 
the Bill may either name a day to be appointed for the next 
stage of the Bill or nove that the next stage be taken 
forthwith. 

(2) 1:n interval of not less than three clear days
must elapse betw0en the first and second reading of a Bill, 
unless the Lssembly on notion made and question put, agree 
to proceed with the Bill at an earlier date, or forthwith. 

(3) No Bill shall be read a second time before .the
expiration of seven clear days from the date of its publica­
tion in the Gazette and. until it has been printed and 
circulated to Members. 

/ 47. PRINTING • • •
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47. PRINTING AND CIRCULATION OF BILLS 

(1) The Clerk shall be responsible for the printing 
of Bills from the draft handed to him by the Member in 
charge of the Bill and before any Bill is printed, he shall 
satisfy himself that - 

(a) the Bill is divided into successive clauses 
numbered consecutively; 

(b) the Bill has in the margin a short summary of 
each clause; and 

(c) the proviSions of the Bill do not go beyond 
its title. 

(2) As soon as possible after the printing of a Bill 
the Clerk shall circulate a copy to every Member. The Bill 
may be accompanied by a short memorandum explanatory of the 
contents and objects of the Bill. 

(3) The Clerk shall as soon as possible cause every 
Bill to be published in the Gazette. 

48. SECOND READING OF BILLS 

(1) On the second reading of a Bill a debate mad arise 
covering the general merits and principle; of the Bill. 

(2) To the question "That the Bill be now read a second 
time" an amendment may be proposed to leave out the word "now" 
and add at the end of the question "upon this day six months", 
or an amendment may be moved to leave out all the words after 
the word "that" in order to add words stating the object and 
motive on which the opposition to the Bill is based, but such 
words must be strictly relevant to the Bill and not deal with 
its details. 
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49. COMMITTAL OF BILLS

(1) When a Bill has been r�ad a second time it shall
stand connnitted to a Committee of the- whole Assembly, unless· 
the Assembly on motion made commits it to a Select Committee·. 
Such motion shall not require notice and must be made 
immediately after the Bill has been read a second time and 
may be �oved by any Member. The question thereon shall be 
put Hithout amendment or debate. 

(2) When a Bill has been committed to a Select
Committee, no further proceedings shall be taken thereon 
until the Select Committee has presented its report to the 
Assembly. 

(3) A Bill, while under consideration in Committee
of the whole Assenbly, may, on motion made in the Assembly, 
be withdravm from that Committee and be referred to a 
Select Committee, and the reference t6 a Select Committee may 
be in. respect of the Bill as a wholo,or to specified 
clauses. 

50. FUNCTIONS OF COMMITTEES ON BILLS

(1) Any Committee to which a Bill is committed shall
not dis•uss the general merits and principles of the Bill 
but only its details. 

(2) Any such Committee shall'have power to make such
araendments' therein as they sl1all thi�.k.:fd..tj.u�o'V'd.q.ed th�t the 
amendments, including new clauses cm.d neu schedules, are 
relevant to the subject matter of the Bill; but'if any such 
amendments are not within the title of 1;ha :Bill,. they 
shall amend the title accordingly, and shall report the 
same to the Assembly. 

/ 51. PROCEDURE ••• 
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51. PROCEDURE IN COMMITT1 OF THE 
WHOLE ASSEMBLY ON A BILL 

(1) The Chairman in Committee of the whole Assembly 
shall call the number of each'clause in succession. If no 
amendment is proposed thereto, or when all proposed amend-
ments have been dizposed of, he shall propose the question 
"That the clause fpr the clause as amendsi7 stand part of 
the Bill" and, when all Members who wish to speak thereon 
have spoken, he shall put that question to the Committee 
for its decision. 

(2) Any proposed amendments of which notice has not 
been given shall be handed to the Chairman in writing. 

(3) The following provisions shall apply to amend-
ments relating to Bills:- 

(a) An amendment must be relevant to the 
subject matter of the Bill, and to the 
subject matter of the clause to which 
it relates. 

(b) An amendment must not be inconsistent 
with any clause already agreed to or 
with any previous decision of the 
Committee. 

(c) An amendment must not be such as to 
make the clause which it proposes to 
amend untelligible or ungrammatical. 

(d) If an amendment refers to, or is not 
intelligible without,.a subSequant 
amendment or schedule, notice of the 
subsequent amendment or schedule 
must be given before or when the first 



amendment is moved so as to make the series of 
amendments intelligible as a whole. 

{e) In order to save time and rep&tition of arguments, 
the Chairman may allow a single discussion to cover 
a series of inter-dependent amendments. 

(f) The Chainnan may refuse to allow an amendment, which
is, in his opinion, frivolous or meaningless, to be
moved.

(g) Except on the recommendation or with the consent of
the Cabinet, to be signified by a Minister and
recorded in the Minutes of Proceedings, the Committee
shall not proceed upon any amendment which, in the
opinion of the Chairman, would make provision for any
of the purposes described in paragraph (3) or·standing
Order No. 45 (Introduction and First Reading).

(h) The Chairman may at any time during the discussion of
the proposed amendment witbdraw it from the
consideration of the Cor.unittee if, in his opinion,
the discussion shall have shown that the amendment
violates the provisions of this Standing Order.

/ (4) The-�· 
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(4) The provisions of paragraphs (4) and (5)
of Standing Order No. 31 (Amendments to Motions) shall 
apply to the discussion of amendments to Bills, with 
the substitution where appropriate of the word "clause" 
for the word "motion" or the word "c,w=�stion" ,. and of 
the word .. Chairman" for the �-:-9� ·�tlkor' v.nd tht9 wOld 
"Committee" for the word "Assembly" throughout. 

(5) A clause may be postponed, unless a decision
has already been taken upon an amendment thereto. 
Postponed clauses shall be considered after the remaining 
clauses of the Bill have been considered and before new 
clauses are brought up. 

(6) .Any proposed new clause shall be considered
after the clauses of the Bill have been disposed of and 
before consideration of any schedule to the Bill: 

Provided that a new clause proposed in substitu­
tion for a clause which has been disagreed to may be 
considered immediately after such disagreeoent. 

(7) When the number of n new clause is called,
amendments may be proposed thereto. If no amendment is 
proposed, or when all the proposed amendments have been 
disposed of, the Chairman shall propose the question 
"That the clause (or the clause as amended) be added to 
the Bill" and when all Members who wish to to speak 
thereon have spoken, he shall put that question to the 
Committee for its decision. 

(8) Schedules ahall be disposed of in the same
way as clauses and any proposed new schedule shall be 
considered after the schedules to the Bill have been 

/disposed ••• 
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disposed of, and shall be-treated in the same manner 
as a new clause. 

(9) When every clause and schedule and
proposed new clause or schedule has been cteal t with, 
the preamble, if there is one, shall be considered 
and the question put "That this be the preamble to the 
Bill". No amendment to the preamble shall be con­
sidered which is not made necessary by a previOU$ 
a.raendment to the Bill. 

(10) If any amendment to the title of the Bill
is crade necessary by an amendment to the Bill, it shall 
be made at the conclusion of the proceedings detailed 
above, but no question shall be put that the title 
(as amended) stand part of the Bill; nor shall any 
question be put upon the enacting formula. 

(11) At the conclusion of the proceedings in
Co1Ill'.!littee on a Bill, the Chairman shall put the question 
"That the Bill (or the Bill as amended) be reported to 
the Assembly" which question shall be decided without 
amendment or debate. 

(12) If any Member, before the conclusion of
proceedings on a Bill, moves to report progress and such 
motion is carried, the ChaiI'l!lan shall leave the Chair 
of the Committee and the Member in charge of the Bill 
shall report progress to the Assembly and ask leave to 
sit again, and name a day for the resumption of the 
proceedings. 

(13) A Committee having met to consider a Bill
shall proceed with its consideration, except that during 

/the••• 
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'Mb proceedings on a Bill the Member in charge of the 
Bill may, subject to the discretion of the Chairman, 
move a motion "That the Committee do not proceed 
further with the Bill". If the motion is carried 
the Member in charge of the Bill shall then report the 
Bill to the Assembly as so far amended or without 
amendments as the case may be, explaining the 
proceedings of the Committee on the Bill. 

52. PROCEDURE IN SELECT COMMITTEE ON A BILL 

A Select Committee on a Bill shall be subject to 
Standing Orders No. 73 (Procedure in Select Committees) 
and No. 74 (Divisions in Select Colamittees) but before 
reporting the Bill to the Assembly, it shall go through 
the Bill as provided in Standing Order No. 51"(Procedure 
in Committee of the whole Assembly on a Bill). 

53. PROCEDURE ON REPORTING OF BILLS FROM 
COMMITTPE OF THE 'WHOLE ASSEMBLY 

So soon as a Committee of the whole Assembly has 
agreed that a Bill be reported, the Chairman shall leave'  
the Chair of the Committee and the Assembly shall resume, 
and the Member in charge of the Bill shall report it to 
the Assembly and either name a future day for the third 
reading of the-Bill or move that it be read the third 
time forthwith. 

54. RECOMMITTAL OF BILLS REPORTFD FROM 
COMMITTEE OF THE 7HOLE ASSEMBLY 

(1) If any Member desires to delete or amend 
any privision contained in a Bill as reported from a 
Committee of the whole Assembly or to introduce any 
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new provision therein he may at any time before a Member 
rises to move the third reading of the Bill, move that the 
Bill be recommitted either wholly or in respect only of 
some particular part or parts of the Bill or some proposed 
new clause or new schedule, no notice of such motion being 
requirod, and if the motion is agTeed to the'Bill shall 
stand so recommitted. The Assembly may then, upon motion 
mado 9 resolve itself into Committee to consider the'business 
so recommitted either forthwith or upon a later day. 

(2) When the �hole Bill has beon recommitted, the
Cot1mittee shall go through the Bill as provided in Standing 
Order No. 51 (Procedure in Committee of the whole Assembly 
on a Bill). 

(3) When the Bill has been recommitted in respect
only of some particular pa�t or parts or of some proposed 
new clause or new schedule, the Committee shall consider 
only the matter so recommitted and any amendment which may 
be moved thereto. 

(4) At the conclusion of the proceedings in
Committee on a·Bill recommitted under the provisions of this 
Standing Order, the Chairman shall put the question "That 
tho Bill (or the Bill as amended on recommittal) be reported 
to the Assembly" which question shall be decided without 
amendiuent or debate. So soon as the Bill has been reported 
the Member in charge of the Bill may either name a future 
day 1for the third reading of the Bill or move that it be 
read the third time forthwith. 

/ 55. PROCEDURE ••• 
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55 •. · .. PROCEDURE ON BILLS REPOmED FROM 
SELECT CO}Il1ITTEE 

{l) When -a Bill haa been reported from a 
Select Committee the Assembly may proceed to consider 
the Bill as reported from the Select Committee upon 
a motion "That the report of the Select Committee on 
the•••••••••••••••••• Bill be adopted", moved under 
paragraph (5) of Standing Order No. 76 (Reports from 
Select Committees). 

(2) If that motion is agreed to without
amendment, the Assembly nay proceed to the third 
reading of the Bill as reported from the Select 
ComI!li t tee•-

( 3), Upon a motion to approve the report of 
the Select ·Committee on a Bill, any Member may propose 
an amendment to add, at the end of the motion, the 
words"subject to the recommittal of the Bill [;ither 
wholly or in respect only of some particular part or 
parts of the Bill or of some pro��sed new clause or 
new schedul;J to a Committee of the whole Assembly" 
and if that motion is agreed to with such an amend­
ment� the Bill shall stand so recommitted. The 
Assembly may then, upon motion made, resolve itself 
into a Committee to consider the b'13iness so 
recommitted. 

( 4) A Committee of the whole Assembly u1nn
a Bill recommitted·under the provisions of this/�i�lllg 
shall proceed in accordance with par�graph (2) or 
paragfaplt- (3) of Standing .-0�.,Na.. .54 ( Ro contrl. t tal 
of Billfl �portod f�q:o;_ C001;1ittoo of· -t� .�Qle,,r· 
Assembly)· ond tho conclusion of its proceedings 
and the 

/ remaining •••
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reoaining �roceedings on the Bill shall be subject to 
paragraph �4) oftha.t Standing Order. 

56. THIRD READING

{!) On the third reading of a Bill no amendments 
may be proposed to the question .. That the Bill be now read 
the third time and passed" and the question shall be put 
without debate. 

(2) Corrections of errors or oversights may, with
the Speah.e�'-epermission, be oade before the question for 
the third reading of the Bill is put from the Chair.

57. PRIVATE BILLS

(1) Every Bill (not being a GoverIID.ent Bill)
intended to affect or benefit some particular person, 
association or corporate body, herej_n called a "Private 
Bill"� shall contain a clause saving the rights of Her 
Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs and S,lccessors, all bodies

politic and corporate and all others, except such as are 
mentioned in the Bill and those claining by, from, or under 
theo, and shall be introduced into the Assembly under the 
provisions of this Standing Order. 

(2) Any Bill (not being a Government Bill) which,
in the opinion of tho Speaker, appears to affect directly 
private rights or property, shall be introduced into the 
Assembly as a Private Bill und0r the provisions of this 
Standing Order. 

(3) A Private Bill shall be introduced by a Member
only -

/ · (a) on • •. 
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(a) on petition from the promoters stating
the objects of and reasons for the Bill,
and

(b) after notice of the Bill has been given
by not less than three successive
publications of the Bill at the expense
of the. promoters in the Gazette, and in
addition to such notice in the Gazette,
after three notices have been inserted
in a newspaper containing a statement of
the objects of and reasons for the Bill.

(4) The petition shall be presented by being
lbd·ged with the Clerk, and shall be read at the first 
o.r..dinary sitting of the Assembly after it is lodged, and
th�reupon the Speaker shall put the question that the
proooters be allowed to proceed.

(5)(a) When leave to proceed has been granted, a 
copy of the Bill shall, if not previously 
lodged, be lodged with the Clerk within 
six months next after such leave has been 
granted; 

(b) Upon lodging the Bill, the promoters
shall pay to the Accountant General the
cost, as ascertained by the Clerk, of
publication in the Gazette and in a
newspaper together with the prescribed
stamp duty except in such cases where thG
Assembly has remitted the stamp duty;

(c) The Clerk shall cause the Bill lodged with

/ him ••• 
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him to be printed as early as possible, 
and, at the first ordinary sitting of 
the Assembly following the publica-
tion of notices 'of the Bill in 
ambiance with paragraph (3) of this 

/Order,1Pffe Speaker, if he is 
satisfied that the said notices have 
been published shall put the question 
that the Bill be read the first time, 
upon which no discussion shall be 
allowed. After the Bill is read the 
first time, it shall stand upon the 
Order Paper for second reading at the 
next ordinary sitting of the Assembly. 

(6) Upon the day ordered for second reading, the 
Speaker shall, unless the Assembly otherwise orders, 
propose the question that the Bill be read a second time. 

(7) Then the Bill has been read a second time 
it shall stand committeed‘to a Committee of the whole 
Assembly, unless the Assembly on motion made commits it 
to a Select Committee. Such motion shall not require 
notice and must be made immediately after the Bill has 
been read a second time, and the questions thereon shall 
be put without amendment or debate. 

(8) (a) Every Select Committee on such a Bill 
shall require proof of the facts, and 
other allegations set forth in the 
Bill as showing that it is expedient 
that the Bill should be passed, and 
may take such oral or other evidence 

/ as ... 
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as it may think requisite; and there­
after, if the Select Committee finds 
that the said facts and allegations 
are not proved, it shall report to the 
Assembly accordingly, and-thereupon no 
further proceedings shall be taken 
with reference to the Bill, unless the 
Assembly makes a special order to the 
contrary. 

(b) If the Select Committee finds that the
said facts and allegations_ have been
proved, the Committee shall consider
the several clauses of the Bill and
may strike out clauses, add new clauses,
and make any other amendments which it
shall deem necessary, and in respect
of such new clauses and other amendments,
shall describe their purport in a
special report to the Assembly. No new
clauses or amendments shall be allowed
in such a Bill which are foreign to the
objects of and reasons for the Bill, or
which are beyond its scope.

(9) No person, other than a Member, shall be
heard in opposition to any Private Bill, unless he has 
previously lodged a petition with the Clerk showing the 
nature of his objections to the Bill, and stating whether 
his objections extend to the whole or some part of the 
preamble if any, or to the clauses of the said Bill, and 
praying that he may be heard by himself or his counsel 
against the Bill. 

/ (10) Subject 
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( ) 
Standing 

10 Subject to the provisions of this/Order, 
all petitions against a Bill, containing a prayer-that 
the peti tionP:rs, be hen.rd-by- tltens.elvoo O'.J:.'. ot>tin:c,;ll,. nho.11
stand referred to the Select Committee, and the Select 
Committee shall hear all such opposers who appear to 
have a l.<?.™ _stand;l.. 

(11) When it is intended to exaI!line any
witnesses, the petitioner or Member requiring such 
witnesses shall deliver to the Clerk two cl0ar days�at lc�t 

before the day appointed for their examination, a list 
containing the names, residence and occupation of such 
witness�s. 

(12) The evidence of every witness shall be
taken dovm and read over to the witness who may then 
desire any correction to be made; and in case no such 
correction shall be made, the evidence shall stand as 
taken doun and not be altered afterwards. 

(13) The Select Committee shall examine the
Bill and make such amendments thereto as it thinks 
proper, and shall report to the Ass�mbly that it has 
examined the Bill and(if the fact be so) made amend�onts 
thereto, and shall make to the Assembly such recommenda:­
tions, if any, as it thinks fit. 

(14) After the report of the Select Committee
has been presented to and adopted by the Assembly, the 
Speaker shall put the question without amendment or 
debate, that the Bill be read ��e third time. 

/ 5 8. CUSTODY ••• 
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59. 	CUSTODY OF BILLS 

Every Bill passed by the Assembly shall remain 
in the custody of the Clerk who shallr at the earliest 
opportunity, present the Bill to the Governor-General 
for his assent. 

59. WITHDRAWAL OF BILLS 

The Member in charge of a Bill may make a 
motion, without notice, for its withdrawal, either 
before the commences at of Public Business or whin any 
stage of the Bill is reached, but before the question 
it, put. 

604 BILLS CONTAINING SUBSTANTIALLY 
THE SME PROVISIONS 

Once the second reading of any Bill has been 
agreed to or negatived, no question shall be proposed 
during the same session for the second reading of any 
other Bill containing substantially the same provisions. 
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61. ESTIMATES OF 7XP:NDITURE 

(1) The Estimates of revenues and expenditure for a 
financial year shall be laid before the Assembly by a 
Minister before or not later than sixty days after the 
commencement of that year. At the sitting at which the 
Estimates are presented to the Assembly or at any sub-
sequent sitting, a Minister, after signifying the 
recommendation or the consent of the Cabinet may, without 
notice,move- a motion for the approval of the Estimates of 
expenditure. Such motion shall be the occasion for the 
Minister to make the annual financial statement or budget 
speech. 

(2) After the motion has been proposed the debate 
thereon shall be adjourned for not less than two clear 
days, after which five further days shall be allotted for 
the debate on the motion. The debate, when resumed, shall 
be confined to the financial and economic state of the 
country and the general principles of Government policy 
and administrettion as indicated by the budget spetech and 
the Estimates. After Members have spoken and the' Minister 
has replied, or at the'end of the sitting on the last day 
(whichever is earlier), the debate in the Assembly shall 
be concluded, 1011/ - the question on the motion shall not be 
put at this stage. 

(3)' The Assembly shall resolve itself into Committed 
of Supply,without question put, to consider the Estimates. 

(4) On conclusion of consideration of the Estimates 
in Committee of Supply, the Assembly shall resume without-
question put and the Minister shall report to the Assembly. 

(5) The motion for the'approval'of the Estimates 
shall be amended if necessary, 'and put, without further 
debate, as moved or as amended, as the case may be. 

(6) For the purpose of this Standing Order and 
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Standing Order No. 63 (Allotment of Time in Committee of 
Supply ) an allotted day shall be any day on which the 
consideration of the Appropriation Bill, whether by the 
Assembly or in the Committee of Supply, stands as the 
first Public Business for that day, and on such a day no 
other Public Business may be taken before 9 o'clock. 

62. COM�UTTE.E OF SUPPLY

(1) There shall be a Committee of the whole
Assembly to be called the Committee of Supply. Tne 
deliberations of the Committee shall be in public. 

(2) It shall be the duty of the Committee of Supply
to consider the Estimates and supplementary estimates of 
ex:penditu.re and statements of excesses presented to the 
Assetlbly. 

63. ALLOTMENT OF TTIViE JN C01V1M:ITTEE OF SUPPLY

(1) There shall be allotted a maximum of seven days
for consideration of the Estimates of Expenditure in 
Committee of Supply: 

Provided that if the debate on the motion for the 
approval of the Estimates in the Assembly was agreed to 
on a day earlier than the last day allotted for the debate, 
the day or days thus saved may be added to the days 
allotted under this paragraph. 

(2) Upon any day allotted under paragraph (1) of
this Standing Order no dilatory motion shall be moved 
except by a Minister upon any proceedings upon the 
Estimates of expenditure and such proceedings shall not be 
interrupted or postponed under any Standing Order. 

(3) The Speaker may na1I1e the hour upon axry day
allotted under paragraph (1) of this Standing Order at 

/ which 
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which proceedings upon any head of expenditure in the 
Estimates shall be concluded. 

If in the case of any head the hour so named is 
reached before the business concerned is disposed of the 
Chairman shall put forthwith any question necessary to 
dispose of that business: 

Provided that if in the case of any head the 
proceedings thereon are concluded before the hoUr named 
the next business may be entered upon forthwith. 

64. BUSINESS SUB-COMMITTEE 

(1)' There shall be a sub-committee of the Committee 
of Supply, to be known as the Business Sub-Committee, to 
consist of the Speaker as Chairman and Six Members to be 
nominated by the Committee of Selection, as soon as may be 
after the beginning of each session. It shall be the duty 
of the Sub-Committee to consider the allocation of tine for 
consideration of the Estimates of Expenditure in the 
Committee of Supply and to report to that Committee upon - 

(i) the number of sittings to be allocated to 
the consideration of the Estimates; 

(ii) the allocation of the proceedings to be 
taken at each sitting; and 

(iii) the time at which proceedings, if not 
previously brought to a conclusion, shall 
be concluded. 

(2) All resolutions of the Business Sub-Committee 
shall be reported to the Committee of Supply at the com-
mencement of the proceeding at the next sitting of that 
Committee and shall be printed and circulated with the 
minutes of the proceedings of the Committee. 
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(3) Whenever the Business Sub-Committee has reported
to the Committee of Supply the Minister in charge of the 
Estimates may forthwith move "That this Committee doth 
agree with the Business Sub-Committee in the said resolution 
(or resolutions)." Such a motion shall not require notice 
and the question thereon shall be decided without amendment 
or debate. 

(4) If the question is resolved in the affirmative,
the resolution (or resolutions) shall operate as a 
resolution of the Assenbly but if passed in the negative 
ihe resolution (or resolutions) shall stand recommitted to 
the Business Sub-Connnittee. 

65 • PROCEDURE! IN COM�U'ITEE OF SUPPLY 

(1) On consideration of the Estimates of expenditure
in Connnittee of Supply, each head of expenditure shall be 
considered with the ap�ropriate details, and any reference 
in these Standing Orders to a sub-head or an item means a 
tub-head or an item in the Estimates for the head then under 
discussion .. 

(2) On the consideration of the Estimates the Chairman
shall call the title of each head of eXJ_Jenditure in turn, and 
thall :propose the question "That the sum of¢·•••••••••••••••• 
••••••••••• fo� head ••••••••••••••••••••••••• stand �art of 
the Estimates", and unless an amendment is :proposed under the 
provisions of the next succeeding Standing Order, a debate 
:nay take place on that question. Any such debate shall be 
Oonfined to the policy of the service for which the money 
is to be provided and shall not deal with the details of any 
item or sub-head but may refer to the details ¢f revenues 
<Jr funds for which that service is responsible:. 

(3) When the question upon eve-ry head of the Estimates
has been decided, the Chairman shall put the que�tion to the 
Committee that the Estimates (as amended) be repclrted to the 

/ Assembly· ••• 
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Assembly, which question shall be decided without athend-
ment or debate. Tbou such question being agreed to, the 
Chairman shall leave the Chair and the Assembly shall 
resume, and the Minister in charge of the Estimates shall 
report it to the Assembly. 

66. AMTIUMENTS TO READS OF E7TInTES 
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

(1) No amendment shall be moved in the Committee 
of Supply under this Standing Order until one clear day after 
that on which it was published in the Notice Paper. 

(2) An amendment to any head of expenditure to increase 
the sum allotted thereto whether in respect of any item or sub-
head or of the head itself may only be moved by a Minister who 
shall signify to the Committee the recommendation or the 

consent of the Cabinet to the increase. Every such amendment' 

'Shall take the form of a motion "That head 	  
	 be increased- by 	  
in re6Pect'Of sub-head 	  
item    # 

(3) An amendment to increase a head whether in respect of 
any item or sub-head or of the head itself shall take precedence 
over an amendment to reduce the head in the same respect, and if 
it is carried no amendment to reduce the head in that ruspect 
shall be called. 

(4) An amendment to any head of expenditure to reduce the 
sum allotted thereto in respect of any item therein may be moved 
by any Member, and shall take the f- In Of a motion "That head 
	  be reduced by 0 	 in'respect 

of (or by leaving out) sub-head .. 	 , item 	II 4 

(5) An amendment to reduce a head in respect of any sub-
head or by leaving out a sub-head shall only be in order if the 
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sub-head is not itemized. 

I 

(6) An amendment to reduce a head without reference
to a sub-head therein shall only be in order if the head 
is not divided into sub-heads. 

(7) An amendment to leave out a head shall not be
in order and shaJ.l not be plac2d on the Order Paper. 

(8) In the case of each head, amendments in respect
of items or sub-heads in that head shall ba placed upon 
the Order Paper and considered in the order in which the 
items or sub-heads to which they refer stand in the head 
in the Estimates $

(9) vVben notice has been given of two'or more
amendments tc reduce the same item, sub-head, or head they 
shall be placed upon the Order Paper and considered in 
the order of the magnitude of the reductions proposed, 
the amendment proposing the largest reduction being 
placed firat in each case. 

(10) 'Debate on every amendment shall be confined
to the item, sub-head or head to which the amendment refers, 
and after an amendment to an item or sub-head has been 
disposed of, no amendment or debate on a·previous item or 
sub-head of that head shall be pennitted. 

. (11) Wh�i:1 all amendments standing on the Notice
Pa:per in respect of arzy- particular head of expenditure 
have been disposed of the Chainna.n·shall·again propose 
tne · question "That the sum of $ , ........ .. ... . f6r head 
•••••••••••••••••• stand part of the Estimates", (or 
shall propose the amended question "That the (increased) 
(reduced) sum of¢ •••••••• for head •••••• ; •• stand part 
of the Estimates", as the case may require. The debate 
an any such question shall be subject to the samo 
limitations as apply to a debate arising under 
paragTaph (3) of Standing Order No. 65 (Procedure in 
Committee of Supply}. 
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67. APPROPRIATION BILL 

(1) The Appropriation Bill shall be introduced in 
the Assetably after the Estimates of Expenditure have been 

approved. 

(2) The Bill will provide for the issue from the 
Consolidated Fund of the sums necessary to meet the 
expenditure approved by the Assembly in the annual 
estim_ltes and the ap-:roPriation of those sums for the 

puDi. 

poses specified therein. 

(3) After the Bill has been published in the 

Gazette and introduced in the Assembly, the Minister may 
without notice, move that the remaining stages be taken 
forthwith. 

(4) 
No debate shall take place on the motions for the 

second reading and the third reading of the Bill, and the 
Bill shall not be committed. 

(5) The question for the second reading and for the 
third reading shall be put without !_hendment or debate. 

68. SUPPL1 MNTARY ESTDTATES OF MCPENDITURE 
AND STATDENTS OF acEssEs 

found - 
(1) If in respect of any finmcial year it is 

(a) that the amount ap7ropriatedtvy the 
Appropriation Act for any 7varose is 
insufficient or that a need has arisen 
for exl-)enditure for a purpose for 
which no amount has been appropriated 
by that Act; or 
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(b) that any moneys have been expended for any
purpose in excess of the amount
appropriated for that purpose by the
Appropriation Act or for a purpose for
which no amount has been appropriated by
that Act; or

(c) that advances have been made from the
Cootingencies Fund for expenditure for
which no other provision exists,

a Minister may present a Paper with the supplementary 
estL8ate or, as the case may be, the statement of excess 
showing the sruns required or spent and that Paper shall 
be ordered to be printed and shall stand referred t� the 
Committee of Supply without question put and she..11 be 
appointed to be considered on a day to be named by the 
Minister presenting the Paper but not earlier than one 
clear day after that on which the Paper was presented. 

/,.Sta.ndJ�J On the day named under :paragraph (1) of this
crraer� Committee of S)tpply shall stand as the first 
item of Public Business and the Asseobly shall re�olve 
itself into that Commit�ee without question put. 

(3) When the Assembly has resolved itself into a
Committee of Supply to consider such a Paper, a Minister 
may move without notice (the recommendation or the 
consent of the Cabinet being first signified) "That 
this Assembly approves the proposal (or proposals) set 
out in Paper No •••••••••••••• " to which motion c1..mendments 
may be moved to add words either leaving out or reducine 
2n item or a sub-head of a;ny particular proposal or if 
there be more than one proposal leaving out axJy'

particular proposal: 

Provided that when an amendment has been proposed 
to leave out or reduce any item or sub-head no amendment 

/ may • f' 



kay be �oved to an earlier itcn or subhead and that when an
run.endraont to·leave out a propos2l(or where there is only 
one proposCLl, the question "That this Assenbly apj_)roves the 
propos2.l set out in Papor No. •••••••••••••••••" has been 
proposed), no ru:nend.ment to an itom or sub-head. in that 
proposal may bc'moved. 

(4) When the motion "That this Assm:ibly approves the
pro1)osal ( or pro1Josals) set out in Paper No. � •••••••••• ", 
or that notion as nnendcd, has beun agreed to, the ChaiIT.1an 
shall leave the Chair and the Member in charge Sl1all report 
th�t the Committee has come to a Resolution and move "That 
this Assembly doth agree with the Committee in the said 
Resolution" and the question thereon shall be put forthwith 
without amondment or debate. 

(5) If the consideration of the proposal or proposals
in a Paper has not been concluded by the hour at which the 
Chairman is directed under St�nding Order No. 9 (Hours of 
Sitting) to leave the Chair, the Tulinister in charge shall 
after reporting &1y Resolutions that may have been agreed to 
report 1Jrogress and ask leave to sit a.gain and· shall then 
name a day for the resuri,tion of the Committee. 

69 • SUPPLEMENT:::.ny APPROPRIATION BILLS 

(1) If from tirac to time, whether in the course of a
particular financial year or after its close, a sup�lemcntary 
Appropriation Bill is presented ap�ropriating only 
proposals which have been ap1)roved by the Co:r:1mi ttce of 
Supply and agreed to by the Assembly under Stru1ding Order 
No. 6:Cl (Supplementary Financial Provision) then there shall 
£� no debate on the second reading of the Bill, the Bill 
shall not be committed, and the necessary·questions shall be 
put forthwith without amendment or debate. 
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(2) The proceedings on any such Bill shall not- be 
interrupted under the provisions of Standing Order No. 9 
(Hours of Sitting) and may be entered upon after 9 o'clock 
although opposed. 



66. 

70. SESSIONAL MITT COMMITTRES 
	

w> 
Committee of Selection 

(1) (a) There shall be a Committee to be known as the 
Committee of Selection appointed as soon as may 
be after the beginning of every session to 
perform the functions allotted to it by these 
Standing Orders, and for such other matters as' 
the :Issembly may from time to time refer to it. 

(b) The Committee of Selection shall consist of the 
Speaker as Chairman, and not less than six or 
more than ten Members to be nominated by the 
Assembly. The Committee shall inform the Assembly 
by means of its Minutes of Proceedings when any 
Member has been nominated to any Committee. 

(c) The Coll,,ILtee shall not have power to send for 
persons, papers and records. 

Public Accounts Committee 

(2) There shall be a Committee to be known as the Public 
Accounts Committee to consist of not less than six or more than 
ten Members to be nominated by the Committee of Selection, as 
soon as may be after the beginning of each session. It shall be 
the duty of the Committee to examine the accounts showing the 
appropriation of the suns granted by Parliament to meet public 
expenditure and such other accounts laid before the Asse::bly as 
the Assembly may refer to the Committee together with the 
Director of Audit's report thereon. 

Standing Orders Coy 	linittee 

(3) (a) There shall be a Committee to be known as the 
Standing Orders Committee to consist of the 
Speaker as Chairman, and not less six or more 
than ten Members to be nominated by the Committee 
of Selection as soon as may be after the 
beginning of each session. It shall be the duty 



of the Committee to consider from time to time 
and report on all matters relating to the 
Standing·orders which are referred to it by the 
Asser:1bly. 

(b) The Committee shall not have power to send for
persons, papers and records unless the �ssembly
so resolve.

Issembly Committee 

(4) There shall be a Comnittee to be knovm as the
Assembly Committee to consist of the Speaker as Chairman and 
not less than six or nore than ten Members to be noninated by 
the Committee of Selection as soon as may be after the 
beginning of each session, to consider and advise the Speaker 
upon all matters connected.with the comfort 3Jld oonvenience 
of Members of the Assembly. The Connittee shall fron time to 
time report its Binutes of proceedings to the Assembly but 
shall not lmve pouer to send for persons, :papers and records 
unless the �ssembly so resolve. 

Como.ittce of Privileges 

(5) There shall be a Committee to be known as the
Coomittee of Privileges to consist of the Speaker as Chairman 
and not less than six or more than ten Members to be nominated 
by the Committee of Selection as soon as may be after the 
beginning of each session. There shall be referred to this 
Committee 3;ny matters which appear to affect the powers and 
privileges of the Assembly. It shall be tho·duty of the 
Committee to consider any matter so referred, and to report 
thereon to the Assenbly. 

71. SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEES

(1) A Select Committee other than a Sessional Select
Committee shall be la.1own as a Special Select Committee. It 

/shall •• 
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shall be nominated by resolution of the AsseBbly and shall con­
sist of such Members as may be ��it.d by the Committee of 
Selection. 

(2) .:A Special Select Committee shall have power to elect
its own Chairman. 

72. CONSTITUTION OF SELECT COMMITTEES

(1) Every Select Conmi ttee shall be s© 1rol1ft.,titut&d as. to
ensure so l:atlt as is possible, that the ·bal3nce of part.i8s in the 
Assembly is reflected in the Committee. 

(2)' In· the event of the death of a Member nominated to'a 
CoTIDnittee, or if his seat becomes vacant for any other reason, 
the Assembly, or the Cornnittee of Selection, as the·case may 
require, shall nominate another Member in his place, and in so 
8-f�all observe the provisions of paragraph (1) of this 
'oruer. Every such nomination by the Committee of Selection 
shall be reported to the Assembly. 

73. PROCEDURE IN SELECT COMMITTEES

(1) Except as otherwise provided in Standing Order No. 70
(Session.al. Select Cammi ttees) this Standing Order shall apply · :_: 
all Select Committees. 

(2) If the Chai:rIJa.11 is unable to be present at a..ny meeting,
the Committee shall elect another Chairman whose tenure of office 
shall be for the day of his election. 

(3) A Select Committee may send for persons, papers and
records, and shall have leave to report its opinion and observation: 
tog-ether·with the minutes of evidence taken before it to the 
Assenbly. 

(4) Unless the Assembly otherwise direct, three Members shal'
be the quorum. In ascertaining uhether there.· is a quorum present 
the Member in the Chair shall not be excluded. 



• 

,, 

(5) The deliberations of a Select Committee shall be
in priV2vte and shall be confined to the matter referred to 
it by the Assembly and a:n.y exton3ion or linitation thereof 
made by the Assembly and, in the case of a Select Co}J]I!).ittee 
on a Bill, ·to the Bill committed to it and relevant 
anendments. 

(6) 'lhe first meeting of a Select Committee shall be
held at such tine &"1.d plc1...ce as the Chair-L1�l1 in the case of a 
Sessional Select Committee, or the Speaker in the case of a 
Special Select Corm:iittee, shall appoin�. Subsequent neetings 
shall be held at such tine and place as the Committee mccy­
determine: 

Provided'that if the Co:rnnittee fail to do so the 
Chairman $hall, in consultation with the Clerk of the 
Committee, appoint such time and place. 

·(7) Except by leave of the Assembly no Select Committee
na.y __ si t while the Assembly is sitting, but a Select Cornrai ttee 
may sit at any time when the Assembly is adjourned. 

8 (8) (a) When it is intended to examine any witness,
the Member requiring such witnesses shall 
deliver to the Clerk of the Conn:nittee the 

,uiame, �sidence and occupation of any 
witness :ht.�t:se · ·: to���e·. 

(b) If the Committee desires to send for a:ny
witnesses, the Chairman shall supply the
name, residence and occupation of every
such witness to the Clerk of the Connnittee
at least seven days before his evidence is
required. The Clerk shall then send for
every such witness on behalf �f the Assembly.

-(9) The evidence of every witness shall be taken down 
verbatim and sent in proof to the witness. The witness 
shall be at liberty within fourteen days from tha.:b on which 
the Clerk sent out the proof to suggest corrections due to 
inaccurate reporting and the evidence shall be printed wit� __

/ such ••• 
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such of the corrections as may be approved by the Chairman. 

(10) The Committee nay at its discretion refuse to hear
ruiy irrelevant evidence or any recalcitrant uitness. 

(11) (a) lmy Member of a Select ComL11ittee may bring up
a report for its consideration, and all such 
reports shall be entered in full upon tne 
minutes of proceedings of thG Committee. 
When all the reports have been brought up, the 
Chairm2n shall propose thP. �ep0rts in order 
until one is accepted as a b�sis for discussion, 
beginning with his mm report and proceeding 
�ith the renainder in the order in which they 
were brought up. The question to be proposed 
by the Chairman on any report shall be 11 Tnat 
the Chairman's (or :Mr. •••••••••••••••••••'s) 
report be considered parag-raph by p2,ragrs.ph". 
When this question has been agreed to it shall 
not be proposed on any further reports, but any 
portionsthereof may be offered'as ai�end.ments to 
the report under consideration, if they are 
relevant to it. 

· � .{b) The CoBini ttee shall then proceed to go through
the report pa.ragraph by paragraph and paragraphs 
(1) to (7) of Stru1ding Order No. 51 (Procedure
in Corm�ittee of tbe whole Asscnbly on a Bill)
shall apply to such consideration as if the
report were a Bill and the paragraphs thereof
the clauses of the Bill.

(c) Upon the conclusion of the consideration of the
report paragraph by paragraph and when all
proposed new paragraphs have been considered
the Chairr&'l.Il shall put the question that this
report be the report of the Con�ittee to the
Assembly.
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74. DIVISIONS lN SELECT COMMITTEES

(1) Every division in a Select Comr.1ittee shall be taken
by the Clerk to the CoIIE1ittee asking each Member of the 
CommittGe separ�tely ho� he desires to vote and recording the 
votGs accordingly. 

(2) When a division is claimed in a Select Committee
every Member of the CoEllilittee present shall, unless he 
expressly states that he declines to vote, record his vote 
either for Ayes or Noes. The Clerk to the Committee shall 
enter in the t:i,inutes of the proceedings the record of each 
Member's vote 2.r1d the names of those Members who decline to 
vote. 

( 3) .LJ.S soon as the Clerk has collected the votes he 
shall state the n1LBber of Members voting for the Ayes and 
Noes respeotivcly and the Chairnmi shall then declare the 
result of the division. The Chairma.n. shall not have an 
original votG but in the event of an equality of votes he 
shall give a casting vote. 

(4) If a Member of the Committee states th�t he voted
in error or that his vote has been wrongly counted he nay 
claim to have his vote altered, provided that such request is 
nade as soon as the Clerk has ari_nounced the nunbers and 
before the Chairman has declared the result of the division. 

75. PPt.Eifili.TtJRE PUBLICATION OF EVIDENCE

The proceedings of and the evidence taken before any 
Select CoI!lIJittee and any docunents presented to and 
decisions of such a Committee shall not be published by any 
Member thereof or by any other person before the Committee 
have presented their Report to the Assembly. 

76. REPORTS FROM SELECT COMMITTEES

(1) Every Select Committee shall before the end of

/ the •• •
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the session in ...-1hich it vras appo.im ted, make a report to the 
Assembly upon the natters referred to it; but if a Coilll�ittee 
finds itself unable to conclude its investigation before the 
end of the session, it nay so report to the .L.l.sscribly. 

(2) A Select Co:omittee·shall have leave to make a special
report relating to the powers, functions and proceedings of the 
CoIJBittee on ru.1y Batters which it thinks fit to bring to the 
notice of the Assenbly. 

(3) A report or special report together Yli th the ninutes
of proceedings of a Select CorJE1ittec and the 2inutes of any 
evidence taken before that Committee shall be presented to the 
Assembly by the Chairnm1 or other Menber d0.ruted by the 
Committee and shall be ordered to lie upon the Table and be 
printed without question put. 

( 4) The uinu tcs of proceedings of a CoIJTiittee shall
record all proceedings upon the considcr�tion of any report or 
Bill in tho Cornnittee and upon every amendnent proposed to 
such report or Bill together uith a note of any division taken 
in the Cornnittee and of the na1�es of Menbers voting therein or 
declining to vote. 

(5) The report of a Select CoIJID.i ttee B[l,y be tclcen into
consideration by the Assembly on a Qotion "That the report of 
the Select Committee on ••••••••••••••••••••••• be adopted". 
Such a·motion Bay be moved by any Menbcr after one clear day's 
notice. 

77. ABSENCE OF MEMBERS

(1) .Any Menber who is prevented froI!l attending a sitting
of the Asscnbly shall acquaint the Clerk as early as possible 
of his inability to attend. 

(2) If without the leave of the Speaker obt�ined in
writing before the end of the lcrnt of the sittings refeTred 
to in this paragraph, 8.JlY o 3cted ]/Ienber is absent from the 
Assenbly for nore than six ... msecutivo si ttinga occurring ;3 __ nr-

_,
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during the sane session and within a period of not lon�r
than two calendar months, he shall vacate his ·seat in the 
Assembly under article 61 of the Constitution. 

78. EMPLOYMENT OF MEMBERS IN PROFESSIONAL CAPACITY

No Member of the Assembly shall appear before the Assembly 
or any Cot1Bittee thereof as Counsel or Solicitor for any party 
or in any capacity for which he is to receive a fee or reward. 

t,, REPORT OF DEBATES 

(1) An offj_cial report of all speeches mn.de in the
Assembly shall be prepared under the supervision of the Ol•t'k .., 

�cting under such instructions as the Speaker may give. 

(2) The rep6rt shall be published in such fonn as the
Speaker may direct, 3.Ild a copy thereof shall be sent to each 
Member as soon as practicable. 

80. STRANGERS

(1) Strangers may be admitted to debates in the Assembly
under such rules as the Speaker may :ri.3,ke from tir.le to time for 
that purpose. 

•• 

(2) If, at any sitting of the Assem"bly11· any Member
shall move that strangers uithdraw, the Speaker srnll forth­
with put the question "That strangers do wi thdra-..111 without 
pernitting 2IfY debate or 2.Illendment. 

(3) The Speal:er may, whenever he thinks fit, order the
withdrawal of strangers from any part of the Chamv&r and its 
precints, and may order the doors of the Chamber to be closed. 

( 4) Strangers must withdraw from the Cha.nber and its
precints when called upon to do so by the Speal:er. 

/ 81. PRESS ••• 
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81. PRESS

The Speaker may grant a ge�eral permission to the representa­
tive of any journal.newspaper or other medli:um of public informa­
tion to attend sittings of the Assembly.under such rules as he may 
make from time to time for that purpose. If such rules are 
contravened, such permission may be revoked. 

82. AMENDMENT OF ST.ANDING ORJ)ERS

(1) Unless the Speaker shall otherwise direct, not less than
twelve days' notice of a motion to aLJ.end the Standing Orders shall,'
be given, and the notice shall be accompanied by a draft of the 

· ·'

proposed amendments. 

(2) The motion shall be set down for·tne earliest convenient
sitting after the ��ration of the notice. 

(3) When the motion is reached,the mover shall move the
motion, and after it has, if necessarJ, been seconded, the motion 
shall be referred forthwith, without·any question being put there­
on, to the Standing Orders Committee, and no further proceedings 
shall be taken on any such motion until the Committee has reported 
thereon. 

83. SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

·y_-., .Any one o,ir more of these Standing Orders may after notice, 
or with the leave of the Speaker, be suspended on a motion made 
by a Member at any sitting. 

a4. RULES IN CASES NOT PROVIDED FOR BY STANDrnG 
ORDERS 

(1) In any matter not herein provided for, resort shall be
had to the usage and practice of the Commons House of Parliament 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which shall be followed as 
far as the same may be applicable to the Assembly, and not 
inconsistGnt with these Standing Orders nor with the practice of 



the Assembly. 

(2) In cases of doubt the Standing Orders of the
Assembly shall be inter�reted in the light·of the relevant 
usage and practice of the House of Commons, but no 
restrictions which the House of Commons has introduced by 
Standing Order after the making of those S,tanding Orders 
shall bo deemed to extend to the Assembly or its Members 
until the Assembly has provided by Standing Order for 
such restriction·, 
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