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STANDING ORDERS OF THE
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS AND OFFICERS Or THE ASSEMBLY
1. OATHS

(1) Except for the purpose of elesgting a Speaker and
Deputy Speaker after a general election, no Member of the
Assembly shall take part in the proceedings thereof until
he has made and subscribed before the Assembly the oath of
allegiance and the oath of office set out in the Fourth
Schedule to the Constitution,

(2) Immediately following the election of a Speaker
and Deputy Speaker after a general election, the Clerk shall
administer the oaths first to the Speaker and Deputy Speaker
if present and then to the other Members.

(3) At any other time, the oaths shall be administered
by the Clerk immediately after Prayers.

2. TEZLECTION OF SPEAKER

(1) Whenever it is necessary for the Assembly to elect
a person to be Speaker, whether after a general election or
when a vacancy in the office of Speaker has occurred in any
other way, the procedure for the election shall be as
provided in this Standing Order.

(2) Any Member, having first ascertained that the
Member or other person to be proposed is willing to serve if

/elected
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elected, may, addressing himself to the Clerk, propose any
other Member (not being a Minister of a Parliamentary
Secretary) or any other suitable person to the Assembly as
Speaker, and if that proposal be seconded, the Clerk, if
no other Member or person be proposed for the office,

shall declare the Member or person so proposed and seconded
to be Speaker of the Assembly.

(3) 1If another such Member or person, willing to
serve if elccted, be proposed and seconded, the Clerk
shall propose the question that the Member or person who
was first proposed should be the Speaker. If that
proposal be agreed to, the Member or other person so
chosen shall be Speaker, but if the proposal be negatived,
the Clerk shall propose a like question in respect of any
other such Member or pcrson who has been proposed and
seconded, until the question is carried in favour of one
of the Members or other persons so proposed.

(4) No debate shall be allowed upon proposals for
filling the office of Speaker but any Member may call for
a division after thec decision on the proposal has been
announced,

3+ ELECTION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER

(1) Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of
Deputy Speaker, the Assembly shall, in accordance with
Article 62 of the Constitution, proceed to elect a Member
to be Deputy Specaker,

(2) The election of the Deputy Speaker shall be

conducted in a similar manner to the election of the
Spcaker, save that the Speaker, if present, shall preside.

/4. PRESIDING
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4. PRESIDING IN THE ASSEMBLY
AND IN COMMITTEE

(1) The Speaker or, in his absence, the Deputy Speaker
or,if they are both absent, a Member of the Assembly (not
being a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary) elected by the
Assembly for that sitting shall preside at each sitting of the
Assembly and shall act as Chairman of Committeesof the whole
Assembly, including the Committee of Supply.

tanding

(2) Save as otherwise provided in these/Orders, the
Deputy Speaker, or other Member presiding, shall have all the
authority and power of the Specaker when presiding or otherwise
performing the function of the Speaker.

(3) The Speaker may, without any formal comriunication
to the Assembly or to the Committee, request the Deputy Spealer
to take the Chair,

(4) The Speaker or in his absence the Deputy Speaker
may at any time ask any Member present, not being a Minister or
a Parliamentary Secretary, to take the chair temporarily without
formal communication to the Assembly or to the Committee.

(5) Whenever the unavoidable absence of the Speaker from
any day's sitting is announced by the Clerk at the Table, the
Deputy Speaker shall take the Chair and shall be invested with
all the powers of the Speaker until the nezt sitting of the
Assenbly, or for twenty-four hours, whichever period is the
shorter,

(6) The Speaker in the Assembly and the Chairman in the
Conmittec shall have power to regulate the conduct of business

/ S exere
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in 11 matters not provided for in these Standing Orders.

5« LANGUAGE

(1) The Pproceedings and debates of the Assembly
shall be in the English languagc.

(2) Every petition shall be in the English
languagee

6., DUTIES OF THE CLERK

(1) The Clerk shall be responsible for keeping
the Minutes of Proceedings of the Assembly and of Committees
of the whole Asscmbly, which shall record the names of
Members attending, all decisions taken and details of every
division held.

(2) The Clerk shall submit the Minutes of Proceed-
ings of each sitting to the Speaker for his signature and
shall then circulate copies thereof to Members before the
he commencement of the next sitting.

(3) At the end of each sessicpsthe Clerk shall
cause to be prepared and placed in the records of the Assembly
a.bound volume containing the Minutes of Proceedings of that
session, marked with all such corrections as the Speaker may
have directed to be made therein.

(4) The CIerk shall be responsible for precparing
from day to day an Order Book showing all basiness appointed
for any future day and any notices of questions or motions
which have becn set down for a future day whether for a day

_named or not given. The Order Book shall be open to the
inspection of Members at all reasonable hours.

/(5) The
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(5) The Clerk shall be responsible for preparing and
circulating to Members before the commencement of each sitting
an Order Paper containing the basiness for that sitting,

tanding

(6) Subject to these/@nders, the Clerk shall be
responsible for preparing and circulating to Members Notice
Papers containing all notices of motions and questions sub-
mitted by Members.

(7) The Clerk shall be responsible for the custody of
the Minutes of Proceedinzs, records, bills and documents laid
before the Assewmbly, which shall bec open to inspection by
Members of the Assembly and other persons under such arrange-
ments as may be sanctioned by the Speaker.

(8) It shall be the responsibility of the Clerk to
provide every Select Committee of the Assembly with a Clerk
and, if so required by the Committee, a shorthand writer.

7. QUORUM

(1) The quorun of the Assembly and of a Committec of
the whole Asscmbly shall consist of eighteen Members
(excluding the Member in the Chair).

(2) If any Member draws the attcntion of the Speaker
in the Assembly or of the Chairman in Committee of the whole
Assembly to the fact that a quorum is not present, the Speaker
or Chairman, as the case may be, shall direct Members to be
sunmoned as if for a division.

(3) When the order to summon Members has been given
in the Assembly, the Speaker shall, after the expiration of

/five...
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five minutes count the Assembly. If a quorum is not then
present, he shall adjourn the Asscmbly without question
pute

(4) When the order to summon Members has been
given in Committee of the whole Assemnbly, the Chairman
shall, after the expiration of five nminutes, count the Com~
nittees. If he ascertains that a quorum is not then
present, he shall leave the Chair, the Assembly shall
resune and the Speaker shall count the Assembly. If a
quorum is then present, the Assembly shall again resolve
itself into Committee; but if a quorum is not present, the
Speaker shall zdjourn the Assembly without question put.

SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY
8. DAYS OF SITTINGS

(1) Save as otherwise provided by the Constitut-
ion or resolved by the Assembly upon a motion moved by a
Minister, the Assembly shall sit every day except
Saturdays and Sundays, and, unless the Assembly otherwise
decide, every adjournment of the Assembly shall be to the
next sitting day.

(2) 1f, during an adjournment of the Assembly, it
is represented to the Speaker by the Government, or the
Speaker is of the opinion, that the public interest
requires that the Assembly should meet on a day earlier
than that to which it stands adjourned, the Speaker may
give notice accordingly and the Assembly shall nmect at
the time stated in such notice. The Clerk shall as soon

as possible inform each Member in writing, or if necessary
by telegran of any such carlier ngetinge

J 9, FOURS.. ..
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9. HOURS OF SITTING

(1) Save as otherwise providgd by, the Constitution
and subject to paragraph (2).of thn;§%§3§%fgevcry sitting
shall begin at 2 b'clock in the afternoon and unless
previously adjourned shall end at 10 o'clock on the sane
day.

(2) The Speaker may at any time, suspend the
sitting for a stated period, but unless the Assembly other-
wise resolve the Speaker shall at 4 o'clock suspend the
sitting for half an hour, and at 6.30 o'clock suspend the
sitting for 1% hours.

(3) The Assembly may at any time by motion made
and carried without amendment or debate suspend or vary the
provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Standing Order.

10. ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASS&EMBLY

A Minister may move "That this Assenbly do now
adjourn" at any tine after the conclusion of Questions to
Ministers at any sitting,but any other Member may only move
such a Motion under Standing Order No. 11 (Adjournment -
Definite Matter of Urgent Public Importance).

11, ADJOURNMENT - DEFINITE MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

(1) Any Member may at the time appointed under
Standing Order No. 12 (Order of Business) -rise in his
place and ask leave to move the adjournment of the Assembly
for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent
public importance.

J(2)-4" 0
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(2) A Member who wishes so to ask leave to move the
adjournment of the Assembly shall,before the commencement
of the sitting, hand .to the Speaker a written notification
of the matter athich he wishes to discuss., The Speaker
shall refuse to allow the claim unless he is satisfied that
the matter is definite, urgent and of public importance and
may properly be raised on a notion for the adjournment of
the Assembly.

(3) If the Speaker is so satisfied and either -

(a) leave of the Assembly is given; or

(b) 4if it is not given, at least eighteen
Mcombers rise in their places to support
the request,

the motion shall stand over until 4.30 o'clock on the same
day, and at that hour any proceeding on which the Assembly
is engaged shall be postponed until the motion for the
adjournment is disposed of or until 9 o'clock, whichever is
the earlier. At 9 o'clock the motion for the adjournment,

. if not previously disposed of, shall lapse and the pro-
ccedings which have becn postponed shall be resumed.

(4) Not mowre thg% 0 notion for the adjournment of
the Assembly under thls/ 3gr m§y be allowed at one sitting,

ARRANGEMENT OF BUSINESS

- 12, CRDER OF BUSINESS

Unless the Assembly otherwise direct, the
business of cach sitting day shall be transacted in the
following ordersi-—

/ (a) «c.



(a)
(v)
(c)

(a}-

(e)
(f)

(&)
(n)
(i)
(3)

(k)

(1)
(m)

13a

9.

Prayers,

Oaths of a new Members

Messages from the Governor-General.
Announcenents by the Speaker,
Presentztion of Petitions,

Presentation of Papers, and Reports from
Select Committees.

Questions to Ministers.

Statements by Ministers.

Perscnal Explanations.

Requests for leave to move the adjournment
of the Assembly on definite matters of
urgent public importance.

Motions relating to the Business or
Sittings of the Assembly and moved
by a Minister.

Introduction of Bills.

Public Business.

PETITIONS AND PAPERS

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

(1) The Member presenting a Petition nay
state concisely the purport of the Petition.

F(2) & sun
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(2) A Petition shall not be presented to
the Assembly unless it shall have been endorsed by
the Clerk as being in accordance with the rules in
regard to Petitions.

v (3) BEvery Petition must conclude with a
Prayer setting forth the general object of. the .
Petition,

(4) The Assembly will not receive any
Petitions «
() which is not addressed to the
Assembly and which is not properly
and respectfully worded; and

(v) which has not at least one sigm ture
on the sheet on which the prayer of

the Petition appears,

(5) A1l Petitions presented to the Assembly
shall be ordered to lie upon the Table without
question put unless a Member when presenting a
Petition moves for it to be read, printed or referred
to a Select Committee and any such motion shall be
determined without amendment or debate.

14, PRESENTATION OF PAPERS

(1) Every paper shall be presented by a
Minister and its presentation shall be recorded in
the Minutes of Proceedings,

(2) A Minister presenting a paper may make
a short explanatory statement of its contents but no
debate shall then take place upon any -such statement.

/ (3) ssa



13e

(3) A1l papers presented to the Assembly shall be
ordered to lie upon the Table without question put and any
motion for the printing thereof shall be determined without
amendment or debate.

QUESTIONS
15. NATURE OF QUESTIONS

Questions may be put to a Minister relating to the
responsibility with which he has been assigned.

16. NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

(1) A question shall not be asked without notice,
unless it is of an urgent character or relates to the business
of the day, and the Member has cbtained the leave of the
Speaker to ask it.

(2) Notice of a question may be handed by a
Member to the Clerk when the Assenbly is sitting, or may be
sent to or left at the Parliament Office at any time during
the hours prescribed for the purpose. Every such notice nust
be signed by the Member giving it.

(3) A Member who desires an oral answer to a
question sh211 mark his notice with an asterisk. A question
not so marked will be put down for a written reply.

(4) & question may not be placed on the Order Paper
earlier than thirty clear days from the date on which the notice
of the question was published in the Notice Paper.

17, "CONTENTS OF QURESTIONS

(1) The right to ask a question shall be subject to

/ the ¢.e
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following general rules, as to the interpretation of
which the Spesker shall be the sole judge:-

(a) The proper object of a question is to obtain
. information on a question of fact within the
‘ official cognisance of the Minister to whon
it is addressed,or to ask for official action.

Cb) A question shall not include the names of
persons, or any statements of fact, unless
they be necessary to render the question
intelligible,

(c) If a question contains a statement of fact,
the Member asking it shall make himsalf
responsible for the accuracy of the statement,
and no question shall be based upon a news-—
paper report or upon an unofficial publica-
tion,

(d) No Member shall address the Assembly upon
any question, and a question shall not be
made the pretext for a debate,

(e) Not more than one subject shall be referred
to in any one question, and a question shall
not be of excessive length.

(£) & qusstion shall not contain arguments,
inferences, opinions, imputations, epithets,
ironical expressions or Bypothetical cases,

(g) A question shall not be asked -

(i) which raises an issue already
decided in the Assembly, or which
has been answered fully during the
current session, or to which an

/ answer ...



(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

13,

answer has been refused;

seeking information about matters which are
in their nature secret;

regarding proceedings in a Committee which
have not been placed before the Assembly by
e report from the Committee;

which deals with matters referred to a
Commission of Enquiry or within the juris-
dicition of the Chairman of a Select
Committece;

as to the character or conduct of any

person except in his official or public
capacity;

about any matter then pending before any
Court of Justice, or which reflects on the
decision of a Court of Justice;

reflecting on the character or conduct of
any person whose conduct can only be
challenged on a substantive motion under
Standing Order 35 (Contents of Speeches);

asking whether statements in the Press,
or of private individuals, or unofficial
bodies are accurate;

the answer to which can be found by
reference to available official publica-
tions;

referring discourteously to, or seeking
information about, the internal affairs

/ Of oo
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of any Territory within the Commonwealth or
of a friendly Foreign Country;

(xi) dealing with the action of a Minister for
which he is not responsible to the Assembly;

(xii) secking, for purposes of argument, informa-
tion on matters of past history; or

(xiii) raising questions of policy too large to be
dealt with in the limits of an answer to a
question.

(h) A question shall not solicit the expression of an
q
opinion, or the solution of an abstract legal
question, or of a hypothetical proposition.

(2) If the Speaker is of the opinion that any question
of which a Member has given notice to the Clerk infringes the
provisions of any Standing Order or is in any way an abuse of
the right of questioning, he may direct -

(a) that the Mcmber concerned be informed that the
question is out of order; er

(b) that the question be entered in the Order Book with
such alterations as he may directe.

18, MANNER OF ASKING AND
ANNSWERING QUESTIONS

(1) At the time appointed for the asking and answering
of questions under Standing Order No. 12 (Order of Business),
the Speaker shall call in turn upon each Member in whose name
a question stands upon the Order Paper, in the order in which
the questions are printed. Each Member so called shall rise

/ in e
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in his place and ask the question by reference to its number on
the Order Paper and the Minister questioned shall give his reply.

(2) After the answer to a question has been given
supplementary questions may, at the discretion of the Speaker, he
put for the purpose of elucidating the answer given orally, but
the Speaker may refuse any such question which in his opinion
introduces matters not relatiwve to the original question, or
which infringes any of the provisions of Standing Order No. 17
(Contents of Questions), and may in that case direct that such
question be not reported in the Official Report,

(3) A Minister may decline to answer a question if the
publication of the answer would in his opinion be contrary to
the public interest,

(4) 1In the absence of a Member in whose name a question
stands, any other Member may, if duly authorised by that
Member, ask the question on his behalf,

(5) A questior &Y be deferred at the request of the
Member in whose name it stands, or at the request of any
other Member duly authorised by that Member.

(6) 1In the absence of a Minister to whom a question is
addressed, any other Minister may give the answer.

(7) At the request of a Minister, the answer to a
question may be deferred.

vn/Lt *
(8) At the request of tha ﬂgéinﬁer in whose name a

question stands, the question hey be withdrawn.

(9) A question not asked shall be removed from the Order
Paper.

(10) A question withdrawn or removed from the Order
Paper may be asked again provided that notice as required
by these: Standing Qrders is given,
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(11) The answer to a question requiring a written
reply shall be circulated to Members at the sitting at
which the question was placed on the Order Paper, and a
record ,of the question and the reply shall be entered
in the Minutes of Proceedings.

(12) Not more than three questions requiring an oral
answer shall appear on the Order Paper in the name of
the same Member for the same day.

(13) No question shall be asked after 2.45 o'clock in
the afternoon except any question which the Speaker has
allowed to be asked without notice under paragraph (1) of
Standing Order No. 16 (Notice of Questions).

(14) Questions which have not received an oral
answer by 2.45 o'clock shall be answered in writing by the
Minister to whom the question was addressed and copies of
the answer shall be sent immediately after that hour to
the Clerk, who shall send a copy to the Member in whose
nane the question stood upon the Order Paper and cause the
answer to be circulated with the Minutes of Proccedings,
unless at any time before 2.45 o'clock a Member having a
question on the Order Paper but whose name has not yet
been called by the Speaker signifies to the Clerk at the
Table his desire to postpone the question to a later
sitting or to withdraw it.

[ eee



17.

19, PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS

With the leave of the Speaker, a Member may make a
personal explanation at the time -appointed under Standing
Order No. 12 (Order of Business ) although there be no
question before the Assenbly; but no controversial matter
may be brought forward nor any debate arise upon the
explanation,

PUBLIC BUSINESS
20, ARRANGEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

(1) Public Business shall consist of motions and
Bills.

(2) subject to the provisions of these Standing
Orders, Government Business shall have precedence on every
day except on Wednesdays when Private Members' business
shall have precedence,

(3) Government Business shall consist of motions
and Bills sponsored by Ministers and shall be set down on the
Order Paper in such order as the Government think fit,

MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS THERETO
21, QUESTIONS FOR DEBATE

(1) Subject to the provisions of the Constitution
and of these Standing Orders, any Member may introduce any
Bill or propose any motion for debate in, or may present any
petition to the Assembly, and the same shall be disposed of
according to these Standing Orders:

/ Provided ...



18,

Provided that, except on the recommendation or
with the consent of the Cabinet signified by a Minister,
the issembly shall not -

(a) proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment
to a Bill) which, in the opinion of the person
presiding , makes provision for any of the
following purposes -

(i) for imposing or increasing any tax;

(i1) for imposing any charge upon the Con-
solidated Pund or any other public
fund of Guyana or for altering any
such charge otherwise than by reducing
1Le

(iii) for the payment, issue or withdrawal
from the Consolidated Fund or any other
public fund of Guyana of any moneys
not charged thereon or any increase in
the amount of such a payment, issue or
withdrawal; or

(iv) for compounding or remitting any debt
due to Guyanaj; or

(b) proceed upon any motion ( including any amend-
ment to a motion) the effect of which, in the
opinion of the person presiding, would be to
nake provision for any of the purposes
aforesaid,.

(2) The signification of the recommendation or
consent of the Cabinet shall be recorded in the Minutes of
Proceedings.

/ (3) When ...
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(3) When a question for debate has been proposed,
debated and decided, it shall not be competent for any
Member to raise a question substantially indentical there-
to in the same session except upon a substantive motion for
rescission

224 NOTICE COF MOTIONS OR AMENDMENTS
(1) Wnhere under any Standing Order notice is

required such notice shall be given in writing, signed by
the Member and addressed to the Clerk. Such notice shall
be handed to the Clerk when the Assembly is sitting or sent
to, or left at, the Parliament Office at any time during
the hours prescribed for the purpose.

(2) If the Speaker is of opirnion that any notice
of motion which has been received by the Clerk infringes
the provisions of any Standing Order or is in any other way
out of order, he may direct -

(a) that the Member concerned be informed that
the notice of motion is out of order; or

(b) that the notice of motion be entered in
the Order Book with such alterations as he
may direct.

23, PERIOD OF NOTICE

(1) Except as provided in the next succeeding
paragraph a Government motion shall not be placed upon the
Order Paper of any sitting earlier than the day following
the day upon which the notice was published in the Notice
Paper,

/ (2) with ...



(2) with the consent of the Speaker, a
Governnent motion may be placed upon the Order
Paper fcr the sitting of ths day following that on
which the notice was given to the Clerke

(3) Except as provided in paragraph (5) of
Standing Order No. 77 (Reports from Select Com~-
mittees) a Private Member's motion shall not be
placed upon the Order Paper, for a day earlier than
fourteen clear days from the day on which the
notice was published in the Notice Paper,

24, IXTMPTIONS FROM NOTICE

Unless the Standing Orders otherwise provide,
notice shall be given of any motion which it is
proposed to make, with the exeption of the following:-

(2) a motion for the amendment of any
notion;

(b) a notion for the adjournment of the
Asseitbly or a debate;

(c) a notion for the election of a
tenporary presiding officer under
paragraph (1) of Standing Order No. 4
(Presiding in the Asseubly and in
Committee);

(d) a motion for the suspension of Standing
Orders put with the leave of the Speaker ;

(e) a notion for the withdrawal of
strangers;

/ (f) a eee
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(g)

(h)
(1)

(3)

(k)
(1)

(m)

(n)

(o)

(p)

21

a motion that the Assembly resolve itself
into Committee;

a motion made in Committee of the whole
Assenbly, other than the Committee of

Supply;
a motion for the suspension of a Member;

a notion that a petition be read, printed
or referred to a Select Committee;

a motion for the printing of a paper
under paragraph (3) of Standing Order
No. 14 (Presentation of Papers);

a notion relating to a matter of privilege;

a motion arising out of any item of
business made immediately after that item
is disposed of and before the next item
is entered upon;

a motion to commit a Bill to a Select
Comnittee under paragraph (1) of
Standing Order No. 49 (Committal of Bill);

a motion to recommit a Bill under
paragraph (1) of Standing Order No. 54
(Recommittal of Bills reported from
Committce of the whole Assembly);

a motion for the withdrawal of a Bill
under Standing Order No., 60 (Withdrawal
of Bills);

a motion in respect of which notice has

/ been o..
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been dispensed with under Standing Order
No. 25 (Dispensing with Notice);

(q)'-a wotion "That the guestion be now put"
' under paragraph (1) of Standing Order
No, 38 (Closure of Debate).

25, DISPENSING YWITH NOTICE

Notice shall not be dispensed with in the case
of a motion or in respect of any proceedings for which
notice is required, except with the consent of the
Speaker and the assent of the majority of the Members
present at the time,

26, PRIVILEGE MOTIONS

(1) A notion directly concerning the privileges
of the Assenbly shall take precedence over all other
businesse

(2). 4ny Member desiring to raise a matter
under this/OWMHM211 first obtain leave of the Speaker
who shall determine whether the Member is entitled to
raise the matter as a question of privilegee.

(3) 1If pernission i + ShyEk, by the Speaker
under paragraph (2) of this/Order, the Member so per-
nitted may raise it any tine after Questions to
Ministers and move that the matter be referred to the
Conmittee of Privileges,

t%A&Q No debate shall ensue on a motion under
this/D dor 06t if the Speaker decides that a prioa
facie case has been made out he shall so state and refer
the matter to the Committee of Privileges.

F (8) IF ass
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(5) 1If during & sitting of the Asscmbly a
matter suddenly arises which appears to involve the
privileges of the Assembly and which calls for
immedicste intervention of the Assenbly, the proceecd-
ings may be interrupted, save during the progress of
a division, by a motion based on such matter,

Bk (6) No Member moving a motion under this
j%f%er mgy speak for more than fifteen ninutes,

27. MOVING OF MOTIONS

(1) On a motion made and when necessary

secconded, thé Speaker shall propose the question to
the Assembly, and after debate, if any, shall then put

the question for the decision of the Assemblys,

(2) If a nmotion embodies tWo or more separate
propositions, the propositions may be proposed by the
Speczker. as separate questions,

(3) If a Member desires to vary the terms of
a motion standing in his name, he may do so by giving
ah amended notice of motion, provided that such
anendment does not, in the opinion of the Speaker,
materially alter any principle embodied in the
original notion or the scope thereof. Such anended
notice of motion shall run from the time at which the
original notice of motion was given,

28, SECONDING OF MOTIONS

(1) In the Assembly the question upon a
motion or amendment shall not be proposed by the

/ Speaker ..
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Speaker unléss such motion or amendment has been setonded:

Providced that Government business shall not
require secondinge

(2) In a Conmittee of the whole Assenbly a
seconder shall not be regquired.

29, MOTIONS NOT MOVED OR SmECONDED
(i) If a Member does not move a motion or amend-

nent which stands in his name when he is called on, it
shall be removed from the Order Paper unless deferred by
leave of the issembly or moved by some other Member,
duly zuthorised by that Member:

Provided that Government business may be nmoved
by any Minister,

(2) No question shall be proposcd upon a motion
or amendment, which under these Standing Orders is
required to bc scconded, if it is not so seconded.

30¢ WITHDR.WAL OF MOTIONS

(l) 4 notion may be withdrawn, at the request of
the nover, after it has becn noved, by leave of the
fAsscnbly or Comnittee, before the question is fully put
thereon, provided there is no dissentient voice,

(2) 4 notion so withdrawn may be nade ggainA;p
the same session provided that notice, as rcquired by
these Standing #rders, «is given.

(3) If an amendnent has been proposed to a motion,

/ the ...
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the original motion cannot be withdrawn until the amendment
has been disposed of.

31, "~ AMENDMENTS TO MOTIONS

(1) When any motion is under consideration in the
Assembly or in a Committee thereof an amendment may be
proposed to the motion if it is relevant thereto.

(2) An amendment may be proposed to any such amend-
ment if it is relevant thereto.

(3) An amendment to a motion may be moved and
seconded at any time after the question upon the motion has
been proposed by the Speaker or Chairman, and before it has
been put by the Speaker or Chairman at the conclusion of the
debate upon the motion, When every such amendment has been
disposed of, the Speaker or Chairman shall either agsain
propose the question upon the motion or shall propose the
question upon the motion as amended, as the case may require,
and after any further debate which may arise thereon, shall
put the question to the Assembly or Committee for its
decision,

(4) (a) Upon any amendment to leave out any of the
words of the motion, the question to be
proposed shall be "That the words proposed
to be left out be left out of the question,"

(v) Upon any amendment to insert words in, or
add words at the end of, a motion, the
question to be proposed shall be "That
‘those words be there inserted" (or"added").

(c) Upon any amendment to leave out words and



(a)

(e)

(5) (a)

(b)
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insert or add other words instead, a question shall
first be proposed "That the words proposed to be left
out of the question", and only if that question is
agreed -to, 'shall the question then be proposed "That
those words be there inserted" (or "added").

When two or more amendments are proposed to be moved
to the same motion, the Speaker shall call upon the
movers in the order in which their amendments relate
to the text of the motion, or in case of doubt in
such order as he shall decide.

Any amendment may be withdrawn at the request of the
mover, by leave of the Assembly, before the question
is fully put thereon, provided that there is no
dissentient voice.

Any amendment to an amendment may be moved and
seconded at any time after the question upon the
original amendment has been proposed, and before it
has been put at the conclusion of the debate on

the original amendment,

The provisions of paragraph (4) of this St ding
Order shall apply to the discussionﬁg?E%%%%@hentd/
except that in any question to be put, the words
"original amendment" shall be substituted for the

word “question",

/ (c) When <o o
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(é) When every such amendment to an anendnment
has been disposed of, the Speaker shall
either again propose the question upon
the original amendment, or shall propose
the question upon the original amendment
as anended, as the case nay require,

(6) Any amendnent, whether in the Assembly or in
Comnittee of the whole Assenmbly, shall be put into writing
by the mover and delivered to the Clerk before the
question is proposed thereon.

(7) When the question upon an amendnent to a
notion has been proposed by the Speaker or Chairman an
earlier part of the motion may not be amended unless the
amendizent under discussion is withdrawn.

(8) An anendment shall not raise any question
which, by these Standing Orders, can only be raised by a
substantive motion after notices

RULLS OF DEBATE
32, TIME AWD MANNER OF SPRAKING

(1) 1 Member desiring to speak shall rise in his
place and if called upon shall address his obsecrvations
to the Speaker or Chairman. No Member shall speak unlcss
called upon by the Speaker or Chairman,

(2) If two or more Members rise at the sanme

tire, the Speaker or Chairman shall call upon the Menber
who first catches his eye,

/ (3) Wa ..,
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(3) No Member shall speak more than once on any
question except -

(a) when the Assenbly is in Committee;

(b) in explanation as prescribed in
paragraph (4) of this Standing Order; or

(¢) in the case of the nover of a sub-
stantive motion or the Member in
charge of a Bill, in reply:

Provided that any Member nay, without prejudice to
his right to speak at a later period of the debate, second
a notion or anendment by rising in his place and stating
that it is his intention to second the motion or amendment,

(4) £ Menber who has spoken on a question may
again be heard to offer explanation of some material part
of his specch which he claims has becen misrepresented, but
he shall not introduce new natter,

: (5) A Menber who has spoken may speak again when
a new question has been proposed by the Speaker or Chairnman,
such as a proposed ancndment or a motion for the adjournment
of the debates

(6) A Member shall not regd his speech except with
the leave of the Speaker but he may read extracts from books
or papers in support of his argument, and may refresh his
nenory by reference to notes,

(7) No Menber may speak on any question after it ‘

has been put to the vote by the Speaker or Chairman, that is,
after the voices of the Ayes and Noes have been collected,

/ (8) No ...
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(8) No Menber nay speak on any matter in which
he has a direct personal pecuniary interest, without
disclosing the extent of that interest.

(9) No Member shall be entitled to speak for
more than thirty minutes on any question except that -

(a) a nover of a motion shall be entitled
to speak for forty-five ninutes on
such motion or in reply; and

(b) the Speaker shall grant extensions of
time for periods of fifteen ninutes
to any Member upon the Asseunbly
approving a notion made that such
extensions be granted. Any such
notion shall be put forthwith

without debate,

33%3e RIG T OF RWPLY

(l) The nover of a motion may reply after all
the cther Members present have had an opportunity of
addressing the Assembly and before the question is put,
and after such reply no other Member nay speak, e¢xcept
as providing in paragraph (2) of this $tanding Order,

(2) A Minister may conclude a debate on any
notion which is critical of the Government, or reflects
adversely on or is calculated to bring discredit upon
the Government or a Government Officer,

34,  INTERRUPTIONS

Subject to these Standing Orders, no Member

/ shall ...
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shall intcrrupt another Member except -

(a) by rising to a point of order, when the Member
speaking shall resume his seat and the Member
interrupting shall simply direct attention to
the point which he desires to bring to notice
and submit it to the Speaker or Chairman for
decision; or

(b) to elucidate some matter raised by that Member
in the course of his speech, provided that the
Menber speaking is willing to give way and
rcsumeghis seat and that the Member wishing to
interrupt is called by the Chair,

35 CONTENTS OF SPEECHES

(1) Subject to these Standing Orders, debate upon
any motion,Bill, or amendnent shall be relevant to such motion:
Bill or amendment, and a Member shall confine his observations
to the subject under discussion,

(2) Reference shall not be made to any matter which
is sub judice, in such a way as night, in the opinion of the
Chairprejudice the interests of parties thereto.

(3) It shall be out of order to attenpt to reconsider
any specific question upon which the Assembly has comec to a
conclusion during the current session except upon a sub-
stantive motion for rescission,

(4) It shall be out of order to use offensive and
insulting language about Menbers of the Assembly,

(5) L4 Mcmber shell be referred to in the Asscmbly as
the Honourable Member, Mrs ecececccecccssce

f L6) a»s
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(6) No Member shall impute improper motives to
any Member of the Assembly.

(7) Her Majesty's or the Governor-General's
name shall not be used to influence the Assembly,.

(8) The conduct of Her Majesty and Members of
the Royal Family shall not be called in question,

(9) The conduct of the Governor-General or any
other person performing the functions of the 0ffice of
Governor-General, Members of the Assenbly, Judges of the
Supreme Court of Judicature or other persons performing
judicial functions shall! not be raised except upon a
substantive motion moved for the purpose.

36, SCOPE OF DEBATE

(l) When an amendment proposes to leave out
words and to 2dd or insert other words instead of then,
debate upon the question "That the words proposed to be
left out be left out of the question" may include both
the words proposed to be ieft out and those proposed to
be added or inserted.

(2) On an amendment proposing only to leave out
words or to add or insert words, debate shall be confined
to the .amrission, addition or insertion of such words
respectively.

3) Debate upon any motion "That the debate be
(

now adjourned", or "That this Assembly do now adjourn"
if movad during any debate, or in Committee upon any

notion "That the Chairman do report progress and ask

/ leave oo
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leave to sit again", shall be confined to the matter of such
motion; and a Mcmber who has made or seconded such motion
shall not be entitled to move or second any similar motion
during the same debate; but this paragraph shall not be
construed as restricting the customary rigat of the Minister
in charge of arranging the business of tho Asserbly to msvo
the adjournient of the isscnbly on the conclusion 2f the
business of the day.

37T¢  ANTICIPATION

(1) It shall be out of order to anticipate a Bill
by discussion upon a motion dealing with the subject matter
of that Bill,

(2) 1t shall be out of order to anticipate a Bill
L0r @ notice of motion by discussion upon an amendment
or a motion for the adjournnent of the Assembly,

(3) In determining whether discussion is out of
of order on the grounds of anticipation, regard shall be
had by the Chair to the probability of the matter
anticipated being brought before the Assembly within a
reasonable time,

38, CLOSURE OF DEBATE

(1) After a question has becn proposed any Member
may at any time during the course of debate rise in his
place and cleim to move "That the question be now put" and
unless it appears to the Chair that that motion is an
abuse of the rules of the lssembly or an infringement of
the rights of the minority, the question "That the question
be now put" shall be put forthwith. No debate on that
motion shall bec allowed, and if the motion is carried, the

/ debate ...
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debate then before tha Assembly shall cease and the question
before the Assembly shall be put forthwith.,

(2) When the motion "That the question be now put"
has been carried, and the question consequent thereon has
been decided, any Member may claim that any other question
already proposed from the Chair be now put and if the assent
of the Chair is given such question shall be put forthwith
and decided without amendment or debate,

(3) A motion under this Standing Order shall not be
decided in the affirmative if it appears on a division that
less than eighteen Members voted in the majority in support
of the motion.

39. RULES FOR MEMBERS NOT SPRAKING

A Member present in the Assembly during a debate -

(2) shall enter or leave the Assembly with
decorumn;

(b) shall not read books, newspapers, letters
or other documents save such as relate to
the business before the Assembly;

(c) shall maintain silence while another Member
is speaking, and shall not interrupt,
except in accordance with these Standing
Orders; and

(d) shall otherwise conduct hinself in a fit
and proper manner

RULES OF ORDER

40, RBSPONSIBILITY FOR ORDER IN THE
ASSEMBLY AND TN COMMITTEE

(1) The Speaker in the Assembly and the Chairman
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in Gommittee shall be responsible for the observance
of the rules of order in the Assembly and Committee
respectively and their decision upon any point of
order shall not be open to appeal and shall not be
reviewed by the Assembly except upon a substantive
motion xede after notice,

(2) Then the Speaker or Chairman rises, any
Member then speaking or wishing to speak shall
immediately resume his seat and the Assembly, or the
Committee, shall be silent,

41, ORDER IN THE ASSEMBLY AND I
COMMITTEE

(1) The Speaker or the Chairman, after having
called the attention of the Aszembly, or of the
Committee, to the conduct of a Member who persists in
irrelevance, or tedious repetition either of his own
arguments, or of the arguments used by other Members
in débate, may direct him to discontinue his speech
and to resume his seat,

(2) The Speaker or the Chairman shall order
any Member whose conduct is grossly disorderly to
withdraw immediately from the Assembly during the
remainder of that day's sitting, and may direct
such steps to be‘takén as are required to enforce
this order. But, if, on any occasion, thc Speaker
or the Chairm~n consideres that his powers under the
previous provisions of this Standing Order are:..
inadequate, the Speaker or Chairman may name such
Member for disregarding the authority of the Chair
under this Standing Order, in which event the
procedure prescribed in the next succeeding
paragraph should be followed,

(3) Vhenever a Member has been named by the
Speaker or by the Chairman, then - .
/ () .0
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(a) if the cffence has been cornmitted in the
Assembly, the Speaker shall call upon a
Minister to move "That Mre oe..... be
suspended from the service of the Assembly".
The Speaker shall put the question on such
notion forthwith, no seconder being
required and no amendment, adjournnent of
debate being allowed;

(v) if the offence has becn comnitted in Com—
nittee, the Chairman shall forthwith
suspend the proceedings of the Committee
and as soon as the .\ssembly has resumed,
shall report the circumstances, where-
upon the procedure provided for in the
preceding sub-paragraph shall be followed;

(c) if 2ny such motion be carried, and a
Member be suspended, his suspension on the
first occasion shall continue until the
expiration of the fifth day,and on the
second occasion until the expiration of
the tenth day, on which the Assembly sits
after the day on which he was suspended,
and on the third or any subsequent
occasion until the Assembly resolves that
such suspension be terminatede

(4) Not more than one Member shall be named at
the same time, unless several Members present together

have jointly committed the offence.

(5) 4 Member who is directed to withdraw or who

/ is ees



is suspended under this Standing Order shall forthwith leave
the Assembly and its precints,

(6) If any Member who has been directed to with-
draw or who has buen suspended under this Standing Order,
refuses at any tinz to obey the direction of the Speaker to
withdraw from the Azsembly and its precints, the Speaker
shall call the attention of the Assembly to the fact that
recourse to force is necessary in order to compel obedience
to his direction, and the Member named by him as having so
refused to obey his direction shall thereupon without further
question put be suspended from the service of the Assembly
during the remeinder of the session.

(7) If resort to force is necessary, the Speaker
may suspend the sitting during the removal of the Member.

(8) A Menber who is directed to withdraw or who is
suspended under this Standing Order shall not be centitled to
attend the sitting fron which he was directed to withdraw
or in a case of suspension to attend any sitting or enter
the precints of the hsseibly until the termination of his
suspension,

(9) In the casc of grave diserdor arising in the
hssenbly, the Speaker nay, if he thinks it necessary to do
s0, adjourn the Lssembly without question put, or suspend
the sitting for a time to be named by hin,.

Standinﬁ
(10) Nothing in this/Order shall be taken to

deprive the Assenbly of the power of proceeding against
any Member according to any resolution of the Assembly,

/ VOTIKG



374

VOTING
42, DECISION OF QUESTIONS

(l) Save as otherwise provided in the Con-
stitution or in these Standing Orders all questions
proposed for decision in the fAssembly or in Com-
mittee shall be determined by a majority of the
votes of the elected Members thereof present and
voting,.

(2) The Speaker or other Member presiding
shall not vote unless on any question the votes are
equally divided, in which case, except as otherwise
provided in the next succecding paragraph, he shall
have and exsrcise a casting vote,

(3) L Speaker clected from ambng persons
who are not Members of the assenbly shall have
neither an original nor a casting vote and if, upon
any question before the .issembly when such a Speaker
is presiding, the votes of the Members are equally
divided, the motion shall be lost,

43, COLLECTION OF VOICZS

(1) At the conclusion of a debate upon any
question the Speaker or Chairman shall put that
question for the decision of the Assembly, and shall
collect the voices of the Ayes and of the Noes,
after which no further dehate may take place upon
that queastion,

(2) The result shall be declared by the
Speaker or Chairman stating "I think the Ayes have

/ it e..
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it" or "I think the Noes have it" as the case may be, but any
elected Member may challenge the opinion of the Chair by
claiming a division.

44, DIVISIONS

(1) If a division is claimed, it shall be taken by
the Clerk calling each elected Member's name and asking each
such Menmber ssparately how he desires to vote and recording
the vote accordingly. The Clerk shall then announce the
nunber of those who have voted for, those who voted against
the proposal and those who declined to vote and the Speaker
or Chairman shall declare the result of the division,

(2) Every elected Member present, unless he
expressly says that hc declines to vote, shall record his vote
either for the Lyes or the Noes. The Clerk shall enter in the
Minutes of Procecedings the record of each Member's vote, and
the names of those Members who declined to votes

(3) If a Member states that he voted in error or
that his vote has been counted wrongly, he may claim to have
his vote altered provided that such claim is made as soon as
the Clerk has announced the numbers and before the Chair has
declared the result of the division.” Upon such claim being
made the Speaker or Chairman, at his sole discretion sheall
either direct the Clerk to alter that Member's vote or direct
that a fresh division be held,

PROCEDURE ON BILLS
45, INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING

(1) Ezcept as provided in paragraph (3) of this Stending
Order any Member may move for leave to introduce a Bill of which

/ he ees
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he has given notice but a Bill may be presented to the
Assembly om behalf of the Government after notice without
an order of the Asscmbly for its introduction,

(2) £ notice of the presentation of a Bill on
behalf of the Government may be entered on the Order
Paper for the day of the sitting on which the Bill is to
be presented,

(3) Except on the recommendation or with the
consent of the Cabinet signified by a Minister, the
Assembly shall not -

(a) proceed upon any Bill (including any
amnendnent to a Bill) which, in the
opinion of the person presiding ,
nakes provision for any of the
following purposes -

(i) for inmposing or increasing
any tax;

(ii) for inmposing any charge upon
the Consolidated Fund or any
other pubiic fund of Guyana
or for altering any such
charge otherwise than by
reducing it;

(1ii) for the payment , issue or
withdrawal from the
Consolidated Fund or any other
pubiic fund of Guyana of* any
moneys not charged thereon or
any increase in the amount
of such a payment, issue or

/ withdrawal ...
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githdraval; or

(iv) for compounding or remitting any
debt due to Guyanae

(4) & Bill, whether presented in rursuance of an
order of the Lssembly after leave given or without such order,
shall be handed to the Clerk at the Table by the Member who
gave notice of the Bill., The Clerk shall then read aloud the
title of the Biil, which shall then be recorded in the Minutes
of Proceedings as having been read a first time and, unless
previously printed, ordered to be printed, without question
put,.

.46, APPOINTMSNT OF DAYS FOR STAG&S OF BILLS

tanding
(1) Subject to this/Order, at the conclusion of the
proceedings on any stage of a Bill, the Member in charge of
the Bill may either name a day to be appointed for the next
stage of the Bill or move that the next stage be taken
forthwithe

(2) /n interval of not less than three clear days
nust elapse betwecen the first and second reading of a Bill,
unless the Assemnbly on botion mede and question put, agree
to proceed with the Bill at an earlier date, or forthwith,

(3) No Bill shall be read a second time before the
expiration of seven clear days from the date of its publica-
tion in the Gazette and until it has been printed and
circulated to Mcmbers,

/ 47« PRINTING ...
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47, PRINTING AND CIRCULATION OF BILLS

(1) The Clerk shall be responsible for the printing
of Bills from the draft handed to him by the Member in
charge of the Bill and before any Bill is printed, he shall
satisfy himself that -

(a) the Bill is divided into successive clauses
numbered consecutivelys;

(b) the Bill has in the margin a short summary of
each clause; and

(¢) the provisions of the Bill do not go beyond
its title.

(2) As soon as possible after the printing of a Bill
the Clerk shall circulate a copy to every Mcmber., The Bill
may be accompanied by a short memorandum explanatory of the
contents and objects of the Bill,

(3) The Clerk shall as soon as possible cause every
Bill to be published in the Gazette.

48, SECOND READING OF BILLS

(1) On the second reading of a Bill a debate may arise
covering the general merits and principlcs of the Bill,

(2) To the question "That the Bill be now read a second
time" an amendment may be proposed to leave out the word "now*
and add at the end of the question Mgpon this day six months",
or an amendment may be moved to leave out all the words after
the word "that" in order to add words stating the object and
motive on which the opposition to the Bill is based, but such
words must be strictly relevant to the Bill and not deal with
its details,
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49, COMMITTAL OF BILLS

(1) When a Bill has been read a second time it shall
stand committed to a Committee of the whole Assembly, unless’
the Assembly on motion made commits it to a Select Committee,
Such motion shall not require notice and must be made
immediately after the Bill has been read a sccond time and
may be moved by any Member. Thé question thereon shall be
put without amendment or decbate.

(2) then a Bill has been comnitted to a Select
Cormittee, no further proceedings shall be taken thercon
until the Select Committee has presented its report to the
Assembly,

(3) A Bill, while under consideration in Committee
of the whole Asscmbly, may, on motion made in the Assembly,
be withdravn from that Committce and be referred to a
Selecct Cormittee, =nd the reference t6 a Select Committce may
be in  fespect of the Bill as a whole,or to specified
clauses,

50, FUNCTIONS OF COMMITTEES ON BILLS

. (1) Any Cormittee to which a Bill is committed shall
not d1seuss the general merits and principles of the Bill
but only its details.,

(2) Any such Committce shall‘have power to make such
anendments’ therein as they shall think:fdtjaphovided that the
amendments, including new clauses and new schedules, are
relevant to the subject matter of the Bill; But’'if any such
amendments are not within the title of the Bill, they

shall amend the titlé accordingly, and shall report the
same to the Assenmbly,

/ 51. PROCEDURE ...
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51. PROCEDURE IN COMMITTEE OF THE

(1) The Chairman in Committce of the whole Assembly
shall c¢all the number of each’clause in succession.
amendment is proposed thereto, or when all proposed amend-
ments have been digposed of, he shall propose the question
"That the clause Yor the clausc as amendq§7 stand part of
the Bill" and, when all Members who wish to speak thereon
have spoken, he shall put that question to the Committee

WHOLE ASSEMBLY ON A BILL

for its decision,

(2) Any proposed amendments of which notice has not

been given shall be handed to the Chairman in writing.

(3) The following provisions shall apply to amend-

ments relating to Bills:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

An amendment must be relevant to the
subject matter of the Bill, and to the
subject matter of the clause to which
it relates,

An amendment must not be inconsistent
with any clause already agreed to or
with any previous decision of the
Committee.

An amcndment must not be such as to
make the clause which it proposes to
amend untelligible or ungrammatical,

If an amendment refetrs to, or is not
intelligible without, a subsegquent
amendment or schedule, notice of the
subsequent amendment or schedule

must be given before or when the first

If no



(e)

(£)

(&)

(h)
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amendment is moved so as to make the series of
amendrients intelligible as a whole,

In order to save time and repétition of arguments,
the Chairman may allow a single discussion to cover
a series of inter-dependent amendments,

Th¢ Chairman may refuse to allow an amendment, which
is, in his opinion, frivolous or meaningless, to be
noved.,

Except on the recommendation or with the consent of
the Cabinet, to be signified by a Minister and
recorded in the Minutes of Proceedings, the Committce
shall not proceed upon any amendment which, in the
opinion of the Chairman, would make provision for any
of the purposes described in paragraph (3) of Standing
Order No. 45 (Introduction and First Reading).

The Chairman may at any time during the discussion of
the proposed amendment withdraw it from the ;
consideration of the Committee if, in his opinion,
the discussion shall have shown that the amendment
violates the provisions of this Standing Order,

/ (4) The ...



45,

(4) The provisions of paragraphs (4) and (5)
of Standing Order No. 31 (Amendments to Motions) shall
apply to the discussion of amendments to Bills, with
the substitution where appropriate of the word "clause"
for the word "motion" or the word "cuestion", and of
the word "Chairman" for the %O¥d Pgpwaker® and the word
"Committee" for the word "Assembly" throughout,

(5) A clause may be postponed, unless a decision
has already been taken upon an amendment thereto.
Postponed clauses shall be considered after the remaining
clauses of the Bill have been considered and before new
clauses are brought up.

(6) Any proposed new clause shall be considered
after the clauses of the Bill have been disposed of and
before consideration of any schedule to the Bill:

Provided that a new clause proposed in substitu-
tion for a clause which has been disagreed to may be
considered immediately after such disagreenent,

(7) Vhen the number of a new clause is called,
amendments may be proposed thereto. If no amendment is
proposed, or when all the proposed amendments have been
disposed of, the Chairman shall propose the question
"That the clause (or the clause as amended) be added to
the Bill" and when all Members who wish to to speak
thereon have spoken, he shall put that question to the
Committee for its decision.

(8) Schedules shall be disposed of in the same

way as clauses and any proposed new schedule shall be
considered after the schedules to the Bill have been

/ disposed o..
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disposed of, and shall be treated in the same manner
as a new clause,

(9) When every clause and schedule and
proposed new clause or schedule has been dealt with,
the przamble, if there is one, shall be considered
and the question put "That this be the preamble to the
Bill". No amendment to the preamble shall be con-
sidered which is not made necessary by a previous
anendment to the Bill,

(10) If any amendment to the title of the Bill
is made necessary by an amendment to the Bill, it shall
be made at the conclusion of the proceedings detailed
above, but no question shall be put that the title
(as amended) stand part of the Bill; nor shall any
question be put upon the enacting formula.

(11) At the conclusion of the proceedings in
Committee on a Bill, the Chairman shall put the question
"Phat the Bill (or the Bill as amended) be reported to
the Assenbly" which question shall be decided without
anendment or debates

(12) If any Member, before the conclusion of
proceedings on a Bill, moves to report progress and such
motion is carried, the Chairman shall leave the Chair
of the Committee and the Member in charge of the Bill
shall report progress to the Assembly and ask leave to
sit again, and name a day for the resumption of the
proceedingse

(13) A Committee having met to consider a Bill
shall proceed with its consideration, except that during

/ the eee
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thé procccdings on a Bill the Member in charge of the
Bill may, subject to the discrction of the Chairman,
move a motion "That thé Committec do not proceed
further with the Bill", If the motion is carried

the Member in charge of the Bill shall then report the
Bill to the Asscmbly as so far amended or without
amendments as the case may be, explaining the
procecdings of the Committee on the Bill,

52, PROCEDURE IN SELECT COMMITTEE ON A BILL

A Select Committee on a Bill shall be subject to
Standing Orders No. 73 (Proccdure in Select Committees)
and No. 74 (Divisions in Select Committces) but before
reporting the Bill to the Assembly, it shall go through
the Bill as provided in Standing Order No. 51 (Procedure
in Committee of the whole Assembly on a Bill),

53. PROCEDURE ON REPORTING OF BILLS FROM
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY

So soon as a Committee Of the whole Assembly has
agreed that a Bill be reported, the Chairman shall leave
the Chair of the Committee and the Assembly shall resume
and the Member in charge of the Bill shall report it to
the Assembly and either name a future day for the third
reading of the Bill or move that it be read the third
time forthwith,

54. RECOMMITTAL OF BILLS REPORTED FROM
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ASSENMBLY

(1) If any Member desires to delete or amend i~
any privision contained in a Bill as reported from a
Committee of the whole Assembly or to introduce any
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new provision therein hc may at any time before a Member
rises to move the third reading of the Bill, move that the
Bill be recormitted either wholly or in respect odly of
some particular part or parts of the Bill or some proposed
new clausc or ncw schedulec, no notice of such motion being
required, and if the motion is agreed to the’Bill shall
stand so rccommitted. The Assembly may then, upon motion
madc, resolvc itself into Committee to consider the business
so recommitted either forthwith or upon a later day,

(2) When the whole Bill has becn recommitted, the
Committee shall go through the Bill as provided in Standing
Order No. 51 (Procedure in Committee of the whole Assembly
on a Bill),

(3) When the Bill has been recommitted in respect
only of some particular part or parts or of some proposed
new clausc or ncw schedule, the Committee shall consider
only the matter so rccommitted and any amendment which may
be moved thereto,

(4) At the conclusion of the proccedings in
Cormittee on a'Bill rccommitted under the provisions of this
Standing Order, the Chairman shall put the question "That
the Bill (or the Bill as amended on recommittal) be reported
to the Assembly™ which question shall be decided without
amendment or debate. So soon as the Bill has been reported
the Member in charge of the Bill may either name a future
day for the third reading of the Bill or move that it be
read the third time forthwith,

/ 55. PROCEDURE ...
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55. = PROCEDURT ON BILLS RZPORTZD FRCM
SELECT COMMITTEE

(1) Yhen a Bill has been reported from a
Select Committee the Assembly may proceed to consider
the Bill as reported from the Select Committee upon
a motion "That the report of the Select Committee on
the seecceccccoccsssse Bill be adopted”", moved under
paragraph (5) of Standing Order No. 76 (Reports from
Select Committees).

(2) 1If that motion is agreed to without
amendment, the Assembly may proceed to the third
reading of the Bill as reported from the Select
Comnitteee.

(3) Upon a motion to approve the report of
the Select Committee on a Bill, any Member may propose
an amendment to add, at the end of the motion, the
words"subject to the recommittal of the Bill Z;ither
wholly or in respect only of some particular part or
parts of the_Bill or of some proposed new clause or
new schedulé7 to a Committee of the whole Assembly™
and if that motion is agreed to with such an amcnd-
ment, the Bill shall stand so recommitted. The
Assembly may then, upon motion nade, resolve itself
into a Comnittee to copsider the hHusiness so
recommitted,

(4) A Committee of the whole Assembly upon ..
a Bill recommitted under the provisions of this/ggﬁgglng
shall proceed in accordance with paragraph (2) or
paragtaph (3) of Standing Ozder No. 54 ( Recoumittal

i1l . neportod fron Cormittce of -the whole..
%g;%g%f§) agg the conclusion of its prococdings

and the
/ renaining ..
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renaining proceedings on the Bill shall be subject to
paragraph 54) of that Standing Order.

564 THIRD READING

(l) On the third reading of a Bill no amendments
may be proposed to the question "That the Bill be now read
the third time and passed" and the question shall be put
without debate,

(2) Corvections of errors or oversights may, with
the Speake¥'spormission, be made before the question for
the third reading of the Bill is put from the Chair,.

57. PRIVATE BILLS

(l) BEvery Bill (not being a Goverment Bill)
intended to affect or benefit some particular person,
association or corporate body, herein called a "Private
Bill", shall contain a clause saving the rights of Her
Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs and Sueceessors, all bodies
politic and corporate and all others, except such as are
nentioned in the 3ill and those claining by, from, or under
then, and shall be introduced into the Assembly under the
provisions of this Standing Order,

(2) Any Bill (not being a Government Bill) which,
in the opinion of the Spesker, appears to affect directly
private rights or property, shall be introduced into the
Assenbly as a Private Bill under the provisions of this
Standing Order.

(3) A Private Bill shall be introduced by a Member
only -

/ (a) on e
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on petition from the promoters stating
the objects of and reasons for the Bill,
and

after notice of the Bill has been given
by not less than three successive
publications of the Bill at the expense
of the promoters in the Gazette, and in
addition to such notice in the Gazette,
after threc notices have been inserted
in a nowspaper containing a statement of
the objects of and reasons for the Bill,

(4) The petition shall be presented by being
lodged with the Clerk, and shell be read at the first
ordinary sitting of the Assembly after it is lodged, and
thereupon the Speaker shall put the question that the
pronoters be allowed to proceed.

(5)(a)

(v)

When lecave to proceed has becn granted, a
copy of the Bill shall, if not previously
lodged, be lodged with the Clerk within
six months next after such leave has been
granted;

Upon lodging the Bill, the promoters
shall pay to the Accountant General the
cost, as ascertained by the Clerk, of
publication in the Gazette and in a
newspaper together with the prescribed
stamp duty except in such cases where the
Assenbly has rcmitted the stamp duty;

The Clerk shall cause the Bill lodged with

/ him ...
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him to be printed as early as possible,
and, at the first ordinary sitting of
the Assembly following the publica-
tion of’noticeS‘cf"the‘Bil% §n
ordance with paragraph (3) of this
/n% g%,lgﬁé Speaker, if he is
satisfied that the said notices have
been published shall put the question
that the Bill be read the first time,
upon which no discussion shall be
allowed, After the Bill is read the
first time, it shall stand upon the
Order Paper for second reading at the
next ordinary sitting of the Assembly,

(6) Upon the day ordered for second reading, the
Speaker shall, unless the Assembly otherwise orders,
propose the question that the Bill be read a second time.

(7) ‘hen the Bill has been read a second time
it shall stand committeed ‘to a Committee of the whole
Assembly, unless the Assembly on motion made commits it
to a Select Committee. Such motion shall not require
notice and must be made immediately after the Bill has
been read a second time, and the questions thereon shall
be put without amendment or debate,

(8) (a) zZvery Select Committee on such a Bill
shall require proof of the facts, and
other allegations set forth in the
Bill as showing that it is expedient
that the Bill should be passed, and
may take such oral or other evidence

/ as o.e
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as it may think requisite; and there-
after, if the Select Committee finds
that the said facts and allegations
are not proved, it shall report to the
Assembly accordingly, andthereupon no
further proceedings shall be taken
with reference to the Bill, unless the
Assembly makes a special order to the
contrary.

(b) If the Select Committee finds that the
said facts and allegations have been
proved, the Committee shall consider
the several clauses of the Bill and
may strike out clauses, add new clauses,
and make any other amendments which it
shall deem necessary, and in respect
of such new clauses and other amendments,
shall describe their purport in a
special report to the Assembly, No new
clauses or amendments shall be allowed
in such a Bill which are foreign to the
objects of and reasons for the Bill, or
which are beyond its scope,

(9) TWo person, other than a Menber, shall be
heard in opposition to any Private Bill, unless he has
previously lodged a petition witih the Clerk showing the
nature of his objections to the Bill, and stating whether
his objections extend to the whole or some part of the

preamble if any, or to the clauses of the said Bill, and
praying that he may be heard by himself or his counsel

against the Bill,

/ (10) Subject
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(10) subject to the provisions of this/ggﬁggtng
all petitions against a Bill, containing a prayer-that
the petitioneTs be heard by therselvus or eouncol, ohall
stand referred to the Select Committee, and the Select
Committee shall hear all such opposers who appear to
have a locus standi,

(ll) When it is intended to examine any
witnesses, the petitioner or Member requiring such
witnesses shall deliver to the Clerk two clear deys-at lcast
before the day appointed for their examination, a list
containing the names, residence and occupation of such
witnesses,

(12) The evidence of every witness shall be
taken down and read over to the witness who may then
desire any correction to be made; and in case no such
correction shall be made, the evidence shall stand as
taken dowvn and not be altered afterwards,

(13) The Sclect Committee shall examine the
Bill and make such amendments thereto as it thinks
proper, and shall report to the Assembly that it has
examined the Bill and(if the fact be so) made amendnents
thereto, and shall mske to the Assembly such recommenda-
tions, if any, as it thinks fit.

(14) After the report of the Select Committee
has been presented to and adopted by the Assembly, the
Speaker shall put the question without amendment or
debate, that the Bill be read %ae third time.

/ 58, CUSTODY ...
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58 CUSTODY OF BILLS

Every Bill passed by the Assembly shall remain
in the custody of the Clerk who shall, at the earliest
opportunity, present the Bill to the Governor-General
for his assent,

5%« WITHDRAWAL OF BILLS

The Member in charge of a Bill may make a
motion, without notice, for its withdrawal, either
before the commencem 1t of Public Business or when any
stage of the Bill is reached, but before the question
15 put.

60, BILLS CONTAINING SUBSTANTIALLY
THE SAME PROVISIONS

Once the second reading of any Bill has been
agreed to or negatived, no question shall be proposed
during the same session for the second reading of any
other Bill containing substantially the same provisions.
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61, ESTIMATES OF ZXPENDITURE

(1) The Estimates of revenues and expenditure for a
financial year shall be laid before the Assembly by a
Minister before or not later than sixty days after the
commencement of that year., At the sitting at which the
Estimates are presented to the Assembly or at any sub-
sequent sitting, a Minister, after signifying the
recomméndation or the consent of the Cabinet may, without
notice,move a motion for the aprroval of the Estimates of
expenditure., Such motion shall be the occasion for the
Minister to make the annual financial statement or budget
speech,

(2) After the motion has been proposed the debate
thercon shall be adjourned for not less than two clear
days, after which five further days shall be allotted for
the debate on the motion. The debate, when resumed, shall
be confined to the finoncial and cconomic state of the
country and the general principles of Govermment policy
and administration as indicated by the budget speech and
the Estimatés. After Members have spoken and the' Minister
has replied, or at the'end of the sitting on the last day
(whichever is earlier), thc debate in the Assembly shall
be concluded, bud “the question on the motion shall not be
put at this stage.

(3)¢ The Assembly shall resolve itsclf into Committée
of Supply,without question put, to consider the Estimates,

(4) On conclusion of consideration of the Gstimates
in Committee of Supply, the Assembly shall resume without”
question put and the Minister shall rcport to the Assembly,

(5) The motion for the approval of the Estimates

shall be amended if necessary, and put, without further
debate, as moved or as amended, as the case may be,

(6) For the purpose of this Standing Order and
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Standing Order No., 63 (Allotment of Time in Committee of
Supply ) an allotted day shzll be any day on which the
consideration of the Appropriation Bill, whether by the
Assenmbly or in the Committec of Supply, stands as the
first Public Business for that day, and on such a day no
other Public Business may be taken before 9 o'clock,.

62, COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

(1) There shall be a Cormittee of the whole
Assembly to be called the Committee of Supply. The
deliberations of the Committee shall be in public,

(2) It shall be the duty of the Committee of Supply
to consider the JEstimates and suprlementary estimates of
expenditure and statements of excesses presented to the
Assenbly.

63. ALLOTMENT OF TIME I COMMITTEZE OF SUPPLY

(1) There shall be allotted a maximun of seven days
for consideration of the Estimates of IExpenditure in
Cormittee of Supply:

Provided that if the debate on the motion for the
approval of the Estimates in the Assembly was agreed to
on a day earlier than the last day allotted for the debate,
the day or days thus saved may be added to the days
allotted under this paragraph.

(2) Upon any day allotted under paragraph (1) of
this Standing Ordcr no dilatory motion shall be moved
except by a Minister upon any proceedings upon the
Estimates of expenditure and such proceedings shall not be
interrupted or postponed under any Standing Order.

(3) The Speaker may name the hour upon any day
allotted under paragraph (1) of this Standing Order at

/ which ..



which proceedings upon any head of expenditure in the
Estimates shall be concluded.

If in the case of any head the hour so named is
reached before the business concerned is disposed of the
Chairman shall put forthwith any question necessary to
dispose of that business:

Provided that if in the case of any head the
proceedings thereon are concluded before the hour named
the next business may be entered upon forthwith,

64. BUSINESS SUB-COMMITTEE

(1) There shall be a sub-committee of the Committee
of Supply, to be known as the Business Sub-Committee, to
consist of the Speaker as Chairman and $ix Members to be
nominated by the Committee of Selection, as soon as may be
after the beginning of each session., It shall be the duty
of the Sub-Committee to consider the allocation of time for
consideration of the Estimates of Expenditure in the
Committee of Supply and to report to that Committee upon -

(i) the number of sittings to be allocated to
the consideration of the BEstimates;

(ii) the allocation of the proceedings to be
“4  taken at each sitting; and

(iil) the time at which proceedings, if not
previously brought to a2 conclusion, shall
be concluded,

(2) A1l resolutions of the Business Sub-Committee
shall be reported to the Committee of Supply at the com-
mencement of the proceedings at the next sitting of that
Committee and shall be printed and circulatéd with the
minutes of the proceedings of the Committee,



(3) Whenever the Business Sub-Committee has reported
to the Committee of Supply the Minister in charge of the
fstimates may forthwith move "That this Committee doth
zgree with the Business Sub-Committee in the said resolution
(or resolutions)." Such a motion shall not require notice
and the question thereon shall be decided without amendment
or debate,

(4) If the question is resolved in the affirmative,
the resolution (or resolutions) shall operate as a
resolution of the Assembly but if passed in the negative
the resolution (or resolutions) shall stand recommitted to
the Business Sub~Committee,

65, PROCEDURE IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

(1) On consideration of the Estimates of expenditure
in Cormittee of Supply, each head of expenditure shall be
considered with the ap—ropriate details, and any reference
in these Standing Orders to a sub-head or an item means a
bub-head or an item in the Estimates for the head then under
discussion,

(2) On the consideration of the Estimates the Chairman
shall call the title of each head of expenditure in turn, and
thall propose the question "That the sum of ¥ eeeececcsccccnce
Sohvemaitluats.. £OT head sesecenscccccasescanaeasesStand part of
the Estimates", and unless an amendment is proposed under the
provisions of the next succedding Standing Order, a debate
nay take place on that question. Any such debate shall be
tonfined to the vpolicy of the service for which the money
is to be provided and shall not deal with the details of any
item or sub-head but may refer to the details ¢f revenues
or funds for which that service is responsible,

(3) When the question upon every head of the Estimates

has been decided, the Chairman shall put the question to the
Committee that the Estimates (as amended) be repdrted to the

/ Assembly ase.
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Assembly, which question shall be decided without amend-
ment or debate, Upon such question being agreed to, the
Chairmén shall leave the Chair and the Assembly shall
resume, and the Minister in charge of the Estimates shall
report it to the Assembly,

66, AMENDMENTS TO HEADS OF ECTIMATES
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

(1) No amendment shall be moved in the Committee
of Supply under this Standing Orfer until one clear cday after
that on which it was published in the Notice Paper,

(2) An amendment to any head of expenditure to increase
the sum allotted thereto whether in respect of any item or sub-
head or of the head itself may only be moved by a Minister who
shall signify to the Committee the recommendation or the
consent of the Cabinet to the increase. Every such amendment '
shall takeé the form of a motion "That héad s..cececevcoscencens
eesscsnsves De increased by S ee0ccacsecessesarsessssssscnssracs
j.nreépéct-af—sub.head .....I...;.:.‘Ql....0...0.0l...l“.'l...

item }..o.t.t;coc-ou-ooo.c--o.oo."'o

(3) An amendment to increase a head whether in respect of
any item or sub-head or of the head itself shall take précedence
over an amendment to reduce the head in the same respect, and if

it is carried no amendment to reduce the head in that respect
shall be called.

(4) An amendment to any head of expenditure to reduce the
sum allotted thereto in respect of any item therein may be moved
by any Member, and shall take the f- m o6f a métion "That head
escesesscsesesssessecss be reduced by s ......;...‘..‘....iﬁ‘i‘eSpect |
of (01‘ by leaving out) sub-head esesssevssssvesnny item ‘eseecscccce”

(5) An amendment to reduce a head in respect of any sub-
head or by leaving out a sub-head shall only be in order if the
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sub-head is not itemized,

(6) An amendment to reduce a head without reference
to a sub-head therein shall only be in order if the head
is not divided into sub-heads,

(7) An amendment to leave out a head shall nét be
in order and shall not be placcd on the Order Paper.

(8) In the case of each hecad, amendments in respect
of items or sub-heads in that head shall he placed upon
the Order Paper and considered in the order in which the
items or sub-heads to which they refer stand in the head
in the Estimates,

(9) When notice has been given of two’or more
amendments tc reduce the same item, sub-head, or head they
shall be placed upon the Order Paper and considered in
the order of the magnitude of the reductions proposed,
the amendment proposing the largest reduction being
placed first in each case,

(10) ‘Debate on every amendment shall be confined 2
to the item, sub-head or head to which the amendment refers,
and after an amendment to an item or sub-head has been
disposed of, no amendment or debate on a previous item or
sub-head of that head shall be permitted,

_ (11) VWhen a11 amendments stending on the Notice
Paper in respect of any particular head of expenditure

have been disposed of the Chairman shall again propose
thé quéstion "That the sum of % eeessacescccesfOT head
SRa Lttt le)o (o (0 oks sie eiole] | SILANA par‘t of the Estimates", '\01‘
shall propose the amended question "That the (increased)
(reduced) sum Ofs o.oo.oonfor head ......;..S‘ta.nd pa.rt
of the Estimates", as the case may require, The debate
on any such question shall be subject to the some
limitations as apply to a debate arising under
paragraph (3) of Standing Order No, 65 (Procedure in
Committee of Supply)e
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67, APPROPRIATION BILL

(1) The Appropriation Bill shall be introduced in
the Assembly after the Estimates of Expenditure have been
approved.

(2) The Bill will provide for the issue from the
Consolidated Fund of the sums necessary to meet the
expenditure arnproved by the Assembly in the annual
estinmates and the aprropriation of those sums for the purs =
poses specified therein,.

(3) After the Bill h2s been published in the
Gazette amd #ntroduced in the Assembly, the Minister may
without notice, move that the remaining stages be taken
forthwith,

(4) No debate shall take place on the motions for the
second reading and the third reading of the Bill, and the
Bill shall not be committed.

(5) The question for the second reading and for the
third reading shall be put without <mendment or debate,

68, SUPPLFMENTARY ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE
AND STATEMENTS OF EXCESSES

(1) If in respect of any financial year it is
found -

(a) that the amount appropriated by the
Appropriation Act for any nwuwose is
insufficient or that a need has arisen
for expenditure for a purpose for
which no amount has been appropriated
by that Acty or
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(b) that any moneys have been expended for amy
purpose in excess of the amount
appropriated for that purpose by the
Appropriation Act or for a purpose for
which no amount has been appropriated by
that Actsy or

(¢) that advances have been made from the
Contingencies Fund for expendittre for
which no other provision exists,

a Minister may present a Paper with the supplementary
eatinate or, as the case may be, the statement of excess
showing the suns required or spent and that Paper shall
be ordered to be printed and shall stand referred to the
Committee of Supply without question put and shzll be
aprointed to be considered on a day to be named by the
Minister presenting the Paper but not earlier than one
clear day after that on which the Paper was presented.

/stanai 2) On the day named under paragraph (1) of this
RS Comnittee of Swpply shall stand as the first
item of Public Business and the Assembly shall resolve
itself into that Committee without question put,

(3) When the Asscmbly hes resolved itseélf into a
Comittee of Supply to consider such a Paper, a Minister
may move without notice (the recommendation or the
consent of the Cabinet being first signified) "That
this Assembly approves the rroposal (or proposals) set
out in Paper NOsesesesessssss" to which motion amendments
may be moved to add words either leaving out or reducing
en item or a sub-head of any particular proposal or if
there be more than one proposal leaving out any
particular proposal:

Provided that when an amendment has been proposed
to leave out or reduce any item or sub-head no amendmént

/ N3y e«
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Ray be nmoved to an earlier iten or subheed and that when an
amendment to-leave out a proposzl(or where there is only

one proposal, the question "That this Assembly approves the
proposzl sct out in Paper NOe eseeesesccccesses" has been
proposed), no ancndment to an item or sub-head in that
proposal may bc noved.

(4) VWhen the motion "That this Asscmbly approves the
proposal (or proposals) sct out in Paper Noe teececcecss™,
or that motion as amecnded, has becn agrced to, the Chairman
shell leave the Chair and the Member in charge 8hall report
that the Committece has come to a Resolution and move "That
this Assembly doth agrec with the Cormittec in the said
Resolution" and the question thercon shall be put forthwith
without amendment or dcbate,

(5) If the consideration of the proposal or proposals
in a Paper has not becen concluded by the hour at which the
Chairman is directed under Standing Order No. 9 (Hours of
Sitting) to leave the Chair, the Minister in charge shall
aftor reporting any Resolutions that may have been agreed to
report progress and ask leave to sit again and shall then
nane a day for the resumption of the Cormittee,

69, SUPPLEMENT'RY APPROFRIATION BILLS

(1) If from time to time, whether in the course of a
particular financial year or after its close, a supnlementary
Appropriation Bill is presented appropriating only
proposals which have been approved by the Cormittee of
Supnly and agreed to by the Assembly under Standing Order
No. 68 (Suprlementary Financial Provision) them there shall
Bg no debate on the secend reading of the Bill, the Bill
shall not be committed, and the necessary questions shall be
put forthwith without amendment or debate,
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(2) The proceedings on any such Bill shall not be
interrupted under the provisions of Standing Order No, 9
(Hours of Sitting) and may be entered upon after 9 o'clock
although opposed,
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70, SESSIONAL SELECT COMMITTEES 4

Committee of Selection

(1) (a) There shall be a Cormittee to be knovm as the
Comnittee of Selection appointed as soon as may
be after the beginning of every session to
perform the functions allotted to it by these
Standing Orders, and for such other matters as’
the issembly may from time to time refer to it.

(b) The Cormittee of Selection shall consist of the
Speaker as Chairman, and not less than six or
nore than ten Members to be nominated by the
Assembly, The Committee shall inform the Asseumbly
by means of its Minutes of Proceedings when any
Member has been nominated to any Committee,

(¢) The Comnulttee shall not havé power to send for
persons, papers and records,

Public Accounts Cormittec

(2) There shall be a Comittee to be known as the Public
Accounts Committee to consist of not less than six or moré than
ten Members to be nominated by the Committee of Selection, as
soon as may be after the beginning of each session, It shall be
the duty of the Committee to exanine the accounts showing the
appropriation of the sums granted by Parliament to meet nublic
expenditure and such other accounts laid before the Asserbly as
the Assembly may refer to the Committee together with the
Director of Audit's report thereon,

Standing Orders Committee

(3) (a) There shall be a Committee to be knovm as the
Standing Orders Committee to consist of the
Speaker as Chairmen, and not less six or more
than ten Members to be nominated by the Committee
of Selection as soon as may be after the
beginning of each session, It shall be the duty
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of the Cormittee to consider from time to time
and report on all matters relating to the
Standing Orders which are referrecd to it by the
Assenbly,

(b) The Committee shall not have power to send for
persons, papers and rccords unless the Assenbly
so resolve,

dssenbly Cormittee

(4) There shall be a Cormittee to be known as the
Assenbly Committee to consist of the Speaker as Chairman and
not less than six or more than ten Members to be nominated by
the Committee of Selection as soon as may be after the
beginning of each session, to consider and advise the Speaker
upon all matters connected with the comfort and sonvenience
of Members of the Assembly., The Cormittee shall from time to
time report its minutes of proceedings to the Assembly but
shall not have power to send for persons, napers and records
unless the .Asscembly so resolve,

Comnittce of Privileges

(5) There shall be a Committee to be known as the
Committee of Privileges to consist of the Speaker as Chairman
and not less than six or more than ten Members to be nominated
by the Comnittee of Selection as soon as may be after the
beginning of each session. There shall be referred to this
Committee ony matters which appezar to affect the powers and
privileges of the Assembly, It shall be the'duty of the
Committce to consider any matter so referred, and to report
thereon to the Assembly.,

Tl, SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTIES

(1) A Select Committee other than a Sessional Select
Cormittee shall be known as a Special Select Committee. It

/:shall ..



68.

shall be nominated by resolution of the Assembly and shall con-
sist of such Members as may be ppuifated by the Committee of
Selection,

(2) A Special Select Committee shall have power to elect
its own Chairman,

72. CONSTITUTION OF SELECT COMMITTEES

(1) Every Select Committece shall be so mongiftited ag to
ensure so fa# as is possible, that the balance of parties in the
Assenbly is reflected in the Committee,

(2)° In the event of the death of a Member nominated to‘a
Cormittee, or if his seat becomes vacant for any other reason,
the Assenmbly, or the Committec of Selection, as the-case may
requlre, shall nominate another Member in his place, and in so
% all observe the provisions of paragraph (1) of this

rdbr. Every such nomination by the Committec of Selection
shall be reported to the Assembly,

T3 PROCEDURE IN SELECT COMMITTEES

(1) Except as otherwise provided in Standing Order No. 70
(Sessional Select Committees) this Standing Order shall apply
all Select Committees,

(2) 1If the Chairman is unable to be present at any meeting,
the Committee shall elect another Chairman whose tenure of office
shall be for the day of his election,

(3) A Select Cormittee may send for persons, papers and
records, and shall have leave to report its opinion and observation
together with the minutes of evidence taken before it to the
Assenbly,

(4) Unless the Assembly otherwise direct, three Members shal
be the quorum, In ascertaining whether there is a quorum present
the Member in the Chair shall not be excluded.
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(5) The deliberations of a Select Committee shall be
in private and shall be confined to the matter referred to
it by the Assembly and any extonsion or limitation thereof
made by the Assembly and, in the case of a Select Cormittee
on a Bill, to the Bill committed to it and relevant
anendments.

(6) The first meeting of a Select Committee shall be
held at such time and place¢ as the Chairman in the case of a
Sessional Select Cormittee, or the Speaker in the case of a
Special Select Cormittee, shall appoint, Subsequent neetings
shall be held at such time and place as the Committee may
determine:

Provided’ that if the Committee fail to do so the
Chairman shall, in consultation with the Clerk of the
Comittee, appoint such time and place,

‘(7) Except by leave of the Assémbly no Select Committee
pay ' &it while the Assembly is sitting, but a Select Committee
may sit at any time when the Assembly is adjourned.

3 (8) (a) When it is intended to cxamine any witness,
the Member requiring such witnesses shall
deliver to the Clerk of the Committee the
mane, r-~sidence and occupation of any
witness hé-ddsdredito exanine,

(b) If the Cormittee desires to send for any
witnesses, the Chairman shall supply the
name, residence and occupation of every
such witness to the Clerk of the Committee
at least seven days before his evidence is
required. The Clerk shall then send for
every such witness on behalf of the Assembly,

(9) The evidence of every witness shall be taken down
verbatim and sent in proof to the witness. The witness
shall be at liberty within fourtecen days from tha® on which

the Clerk sent out the proof to suggest corrections due to
inaccurate reporting and the evidence shall be printed with

/ such ...
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such of the corrections as may be apprcved by the Chairman,

(10) The Committee may at its discretion refuse to hear
any irrelevant evidence or any recalcitrant witness.

(11) (a)

(b)

(c)

Any Member of a Select Committéee may bring up

a report for its consideration, and all such
reports shall be entered in full upon the
minutes of proceedings of the Committee,

When all the reports have been brought up, the
Chairman shall propose the wenorts in order
until one is accepted as a basis for discussion,
beginning with his owm report and procecding
with the remainder in the order in which they
were brought up. The question to be proposed
by the Chairman on any rcport shall be "That
the Chairman's (or Mre ecececccccsccscecss'S)
report be considered paragraph by paragraph",.
When this question has been agreed to it shall
not be proposed on any further reports, but any
portionsthereof may be offcered‘as amendments to
the report undér consideration, if they are
relevant to it.

The Cormittee shall then procced to go through
the report paragraph by paragraph and paragraphs
(1) to (7) of Standing Order No. 51 (Procedure
in Committee of the whole Asscmbly on a Bill)
shall apply to such consideration as if the
report were a Bill and the paragraphs thercof
the clauses of the Bill,

Unon the conclusion of the consideration of the
report paragraph by paragraph and when all
proposed new paragraphs have been considercd
the Chairman shall put the question that this
report bé the report of the Committee to the
Asscnbly,
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T4e DIVISIONS IN SELECT COMMITTEES

(1) Every division in a Selcct Committee shall be taken
by the Clerk to the Committee asking each lMember of the
Comnittece separatély how he desires to vote and recording the
votes accordingly.

(2) vhen a division is claimed in a Select Committee
every Member of thc Cormittee present shall, unless he
expressly states that hé declines to vote, rccord his vote
either for Ayes or Noes. The Clerk to the Committee shall
enter in tho pinutes of the proceedings the record of each
Menbeéer's vote and the names of those Members who decline to
vote,

(3) A4s soon as the Clerk has collected the votes he
shall state the number of Members voting for the Ayes and
Noes respeotively and the Chairmen shall then declare the
result of the division., The Chairman shall not have an
original vote but in the c¢évent of an equality of votes he
shall give a casting vote,

(4) If a Member of the Committee states that he voted
in error or that his vote has been wrongly counted he may
clain to have his vote altered, provided that such request is
nade as soon as the Clerk has announced the numbers and ’
before the Chairmen has declarced the result of the division,

75. PREMATURSE PUBLICATION OF LVIDENCE

The procecdings of and the evidence taken before any
Scelect Committee and any documents presented to and
decisions of such a Committee shall not be published by any
Member thereof or by any other person before the Committee
have presented their Report to the Assembly.

76. REPORTS FROM SELECT COMMITTEZRS
(1) Every Select Committee shall before the end of

/ the oo 0
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the session in which it was appoiinted, make a report to the
Assenbly upon the natters referred to it; but if a Committce
finds itself unable to conclude its investigation before the
end of the session, it may so renort to the /ssembly.,

(2) A Selecct Committee  shall have leave to make a special
report relating to the powers, functions and procecdings of the
Cormittee on any matters which it thinks fit to bring to the
notice of the /issembly,

(3) A report or special report together with the ninutes
of proceedings of a Select Cormittec and the minutes of any
evidence takecn before that Cormittec ghall be nresented to the
Assembly by the Chairmen or other Member deputed by the
Committee and shall be ordercd to liec upon the Tablec and be
printed without question put.

(4) The ninutes of procecedings of a Committce shall
record all procecedings upon the ceonsideration of any report or
Bill in the Committece and upon every amendrient proposed to
such report or Bill together with a note of any division taken
in the Committce and of the names of Members voting therein or
declining to vote,

(5) The rcport of a Sclect Committee moy be taken into
consideration by the Asscmbly on a motion "That the report of
the Select Comnittce®*on seesececeec ittt .ceeees be adopted",
Such a motion may be moved by eny Merber after onc clear day's
hotice,

T7. ABSENCE OF MEMBERS

(1) fny Member who is prevented from attending = sitting
of the Assenbly shall acquaint the Clerk as early as possible
of his inability %o attend,

(2) 1If without the leave of the Specker obtained in
writing before the end of the last of the sittings referred
to in this paragraph, any e =2cted Member is cbsent from the
Assenbly for more than six .onsecutive sittingsoccurring .«
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during the same session and within a period of not lon.ger
than two calendar months, he shall vacate his seat in the
Assembly under article 61 of the Constitution,

78. EMPLOYMENT OF M:MBERS IN FROFESSIONAL CAPACITY

No Member of the Assembly shall appear befora the Assembly
or any Committec thereof as Counsel or Solicitor for any party
or in any capacity for which he is to reccive a fee or reward,

79¢  REPORT OF DEBATES
(1) An official report of all speeches made in the !
assenbly shall be prepared under the supervision of the Clexk,
ecting under such instructions as the Speaker may give.

(2) The report shall be published in such form as the
Speaker nmey dircct, and a copy thercof shall be sent to each
Member as soon as practicable,

80, STRANGERS

(1) Strangers moy be admitted to debates in the Assembly
under such rules as the Speaker nay ncke from time to time for
that purjose.

iz g

(2) 1If, a2t any sitting of the Assembly, any Member

shall move that strangers withdraw, the Specker shmrll forth-
with put the question "That strangérs do withdraw" without
permlttlng any debate or 4uendment.

(3) The Speaker may, whenever he thinks fit, order the
withdrawal of strangers from any part of the Chamber and its
precints, and may order the doors of the Chamber jo be closed.

(4) Strangers must withdraw from the Chasbér and its
precints when called upon to do so by the Speaker.

/ 8l. PRESS...



14.
8l. PRESS

The Speaker may grant a general permission to the representa-
tive of any journal newspaper or other medium of public informa-
tion to attend sittings of the Assembly under such rules as he may
make from time to time for that purpose. If such rules are
contravened, such permission may be revoked,

82, AMEIDMEZNT OF STANDING ORDERS

(1) TUnless the Speaker shall otherwise direct, not less than
twelve days! notice of a motion to amend the Standing Orders shall
be given, and the notice shall be accompanied by a draft of the
proposed amendments,

(2) The motion shall be set down for the earliest convenient
sitting after the expiration of the notice,

(3) When the motion is reached, the mover shall move the
motion, and after it has, if necessary, becn seconded, the motion
shall be referred forthwith, without any question being put there-
on, to the Standing Orders Committee, and no further proceedings
shall bé taken on any such motion until the Committee has reported
thereon,

83. SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

v Any one om more of .these Standing Orders may after notice,
or with the leave of the Speaker, be suspended on a motion made
by a Member at any sitting,

84, RULES TN CASES NOT PROVIDED I'OR BY STANDING
ORDERS

(1) In any matter not herein provided for, resort shall be
had to the usage and practice of thie Commons House of Parliament
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which shall be followed as
far as the same may be applicable to the Assembly, and not
inconsistent with tkese Standing Orders nor with the practice of
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the Assembly,

(2) In cases of doubt the Standing Orders of the
Assembly shall be interpreted in the light‘of the relevant
usage and practice of the House of Commons, but no
restrictions which the House of Commons has introduced by
Standing Order after the making of these Standing Orders
shall bc deemed to extend to the Asscmbly or its Members
until the Assembly has provided by Standing Order for
such restriction e
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