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Sir, 

DEPAPTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Ministerial Buildinc s, 

Hi ch Street, Geor6e to_~ • 

Aucust, 1961. 

I have the honour to submit hereunder 
my report on tbe a dmini stration of the Districts 
in the Interior for the year 19 60 . 

STAFF 

Mr. J.B. Bamford continue d in office s.s 
CorrLmissioner of the Interior throuchout the year. 

The Departme ntal e stabli shment was made 
up of three District Corn.mi ss ioners, five Assist­
ant District Commi ssioners, an Administrative 
Assistant, six Distr ict Fi e l d Off icers, nine Clerks 
and three Typist Clerk s to1:e t hsr with various sub-
?rdinate posts. · 

· Ruuununi District: Mr. E. M. Cossou 
served as Di stri c t Comrnissioner until t he 21st 
October whe n h e l eft the district prior to coinc 
on vacation l e a ve , He handed over to Nr. P.R. 
Huches , Assistant District Co~lffiissioner until 
Mr , N . L. Franker assumed duty as District 
Celmnissioner, on t h e 7th De cember, I/Ir. V. J. 
Correia, Assistant District Co~missiormr; r e sumed 
duty from vacation l e ave on 7th Aucust, 1960. He 
was promoted Assista nt Secretary and transferred 
to t he Ministry of Labour, Health and Housinc on 

. 8th October, 196~, and . Mr. P. R. Hur.he s was 
appointed Assistant District Commissioner as from 
the 9th Octobe r, 1960, 

North West District~ Mr. N. L. Franker 
served as District Commissioner until the 7th 
Se ptember when he was s e conde d to act as·secretary 
to the Electoral Boundari e s Commis sion. · As a 

-• result, Mr. C,J.E. Barker, Assi s tant District 
Commissioner,· wa s a ppointed to act as District 
Com1nis si oner m d Mr. M. L. Persaud, Class I Clerk, 
to act a s Assistant District Commissioner . 

Mazaruni- Potaro District: Mr. ,A. A..M. 
Learmond continued to s e rve a s District 

7 ColJH'rlissioner and F.C.R. Gile ~ \s Assistant District 
Commissione r throuchout the year. 

Upper Mazaruni Amerindian District : 
Mr. 1JV. H. Sec:car, As sistant District Com.missioner, 
left the district on 10th February on vacation 
l eave and ·Mr. G. c. Melville, District Fiell. 
Officer, assume d charc e of the district . He was 
recall ed to Ge or~e town on 23rd Mareh and was sub­
sequently replaced in May by Mr. O. G. T. Marks . 
Mr. w. H. Segcar r e turned to the district on 26t h 
SepteCTb er and r e sum ed charce. 

North West Amerindian Distriot: Mr. F.B. 
Green, Assistant District Commissi oner, continued 

The Ho;n.ourable 
Chief Secretary, 
Public Buildinr,s , G8 orceto~m. 
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to be in charce of the dis tri ct until 28th June 
whe n he was assisne d special duties in connection 
with the Kumaka- Q.uebanna Land Settlement Scheme • 

. Mr, R. G. Rrasad wa s appointed to act in his place 
on 29t h June. Mr . Green 12f t the District on 26th 
Aucust prior to proce edinc en vacation l eave. 

Visits by His Excellency the Governor: 
His Exce llency the Governor, Sir Ral ph Grey, 
K.C.M. G., K.CoV.O., O. BoE ., visi t ed Kaie teur ~nd 
Mackenzie on tre 10th and 29th January; on the 
l at t er oc casion wi th H.R. H. The Princess Royal and 
Party; t he operations of the Nort h West Mi ninc 
Company at Matthews' Rid[ e fr om 7th to 9th July; 
Bartica and surroundincs and th,;3 Potaro from 19th 
to 22nd July; Orealla J\merindian District on '15th 
Aucust, the Horth '."Jes t Distric t from 23r d to 28th 
Aucust, and Le then and environs and Boa Vista 
(Brazil) from 5th to 8t h September. 

The Comr.1i s si one r of the Inter i or ace om­
panied Hi s Excellency t he Governor on h1.s visits 
and i n additi on made three visits to the 
Mazaruni-Potaro District, three to Orealla ~ two 
to the Moru(?a River, two the Hupununi Distr ict, 
one to Supenaam arrl Anna Recina , c~~ to tho Up~er 
Mazaruni Amerindian District and onG to St. Francis' 
~ssi on, Hahaicony Cree k . 

The District Commissioners arrl off icers 
_po~ted i n ~istr ic ts made r e cular tours.of.~heir 
r espec t ive districts throuchout the year . 

FRO.NTIE H REL.AT IONS 

Re ~a tion~ be t ween~residents on t hi s 
country's borders with Brazil ~nd Vene zuela were 
cordial throuchout the year . Hi s Excelle ncy Senor 
Helie Araujo, Governor of the Ri o Bra nco Terr i tory, 
and a ~arty of other offici als made several visits 
to Lethem durinc the year. His Ex celle nc y the 
Governor , Sir Ralph Grey, K.C. M.G., I~ .c.v.o., o.B-.E·,, 
accompanied by. Lady Gre y and part y , inc ludin.=,· the 
Private Secr e t ary, the Comn:ii~s\on~r of the Interior 
and Superintendent of Polica N. Isaacs , travelled 
to Boa Vista on the 6th Sept embe r on an official 
vis it and r eturned on.8th Sept ember. The visit wae 
r eceived with much enthusiasm. 

'AMER1NDIAN AFFAIRS · 

The 1969 Census fi cure for the Amerindian 
populat ion f s not ye t available but i t is es timated 
that the Amer i ndians now number between 25,o,o and 
30,000. They ranee· fr·om · the primitive . to . t he 
civilised, and it is the poiicy of Government to 
brinG t hi s minority croup to a sta0e which will 
enabl e them to t ake . their'place wi th other crou9s 
in the ce~eral life of the comnunity. They are 
thi nly di s.tributed , livin~ mostly in places to 
which ·ac'cess ·is difficult and costly and the admin­
i strati on is faced with manv difficultie s in i m­
plementinc this 'pol icy in view of limi tat i ons in 
staff :and funds . One cr eat difficulty is that a 
l arce number of .Amerindians arc content to continue 
t hei r way of life and sh ow little enthusiasm for 
chanGe • To provide improvements r e quires a careful 
approach anc sustained effort. In one are a , at 
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Orealla, f unds have been provided to e sta bl i sh a 
station with a r esi ~ent Distr i ct Officer . In the 
meantime , it was possi bl e to have a Volunteer from 
t he_ Voluntary Service Overseas Orcanisat i on stationed 
a t _Orealla i n J anuary, 1 9 60 and his effort s have 
brought ab out marked imJrovement in s everal fi el ds . 
An i mpor t ant problem facinc the administr ation is 
the richts of the Amerindians i n respect of land, 
and amendment s to exis t inc l eGisl a t ion ar e b~ing 

·consi dered . 

Self-Help ~c hemes : In a number of a reas, Arner­
tndians have t aken advantace of assistance eiven 
through self- help scheme s and many proj e c ts have 
been successfully comµJ.eted whilst other~ a re under 

;pay. 
l 

Amerindian Rest Shelters : The new Res\ 
She~~r~· at Mahaicony , Supenaam a n::1 Anna Regi na 
were compl e t ed and put i nto us e durinc the la t _ter 
'l'lart ._f the ye9:r. 

s 

Trade s tor e s : The Le them Tr ade Sto·re 
er e ~t e d its own'buildinc which was ope ned on 6th 
Apri 1 . Cash takinc s for the ye a r t otalled . 
$90,885 .19 includinc the a:r. aunts of $11,297 .74 and 
$8 , 839 .~8 colle cted a t the b ranch stores a t Karasa­
bai and I~halton one ned in 1959 . The s e bra nch 
stores are sat i sf yirlG th:, !1.eed-s"'Of the · r e sidents wh o 
no lancer find it necessary t o tfa ve l long ·di stance s 
or to co to· Brazil t o obtai n supplie s . Cash sale ~ 
at the Kamar anc Trade Store totalled $64 , 531.71, a n 
increase of near l y $20 , 000 .00 on the 1 959 s~l e s . 
The increas e was no doubt d ue to the larg9 number of 
pe r,ple uai hc; the Kamar ang ¢. rstr ip on· t he ir journeys 
to and from t re mininc areas in the Ekereh'll. The 
r e sidents of Sa nd Creek· Village have ope ned thei r 
own store which ope rated. successfully arii made con,.. 

. sider able procr es s durinc the year • 

Trade : In thu Rupununi Distr ict, the s al e 
of c attle , toba cco and sundr y i t e:r.is such as co'r n and 
f arine b~l onc i nG to Amer i ndi a ns r a alised ·$30 , 928. 0 •• 
Many of the .Ame r indians worked in t he bal a ta 
industry but fi c;ures ar c not !3.vailable a s the ba l a ta 
is sold to t he onl y oper a t i n c company .. 

. Tr ainin2 Centre s: In the Rupununi Dis t rifjj 
t ailorinc and s ewi nc .t'llasses w:ro 11::. l..d -at Ma ssara a nd · · 

· Aw~rawaunawa . Adult Educ~tion cla sse s we r e he l d a t 
Le t h em and St. I ~natius md t he scope was ex t e nded 
to include--l e cture s on Health and Hyci en e by Dr . Davis 
of the Une vancel ised Fie lds i1i s sion; tre r e sponse wa s 
e ncoura r:i nc . I n t he North 1:'\Je s t and P0 meroon Amer ­
indian Districts , four trai·ninc: cours r-3 s we r e he l d ; 
one a t Santa Rosa an:i t hrc-, e a, t ,.st . Monica . Th_e cou r s e 
at Sant~ Rosa aove r ed· car den•inc' ·and a t st . Monica 
t here we re cour ses in s ewinc a n d dressmaking , cook­
i ·ng an:i boat build inc . I n the Orealla Ar.1~rindi an 
District cours e s in s ewinc and dr essmakin_g and car­
pe ntPy we r e held. 

t ·.ecal Gove rnment : Villace Counci l s fo r­
mally e s t ablished in t e r ms of t he Amer indian 
Ordinance , Chapter 58, were in ~ per a t ion a t Isbalton, 
Klaurdarnawa , Sa nd Creek a n:1 Annai in the Rupununi 
Di s trict and Santa Rosa in tho North \Vest ·District.-
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Informal councils are oper~tinc and nearinc recoc­
nition for official status at Achewib; A-rn rn.waunawa, 
Maruranawa and Shea in th.e Rupununi Di strict; 
Paruima, 'Varamadonc and Jawalla in the U0 por Maza­
runi Amerindian District; Wakapau and Halmarakabra 
in the North Wost Distri ct; K.9.bacaburi anc. St . Monica 
on the Pomcroon River; Orealla on t h e Corentyne 
River and st . Francis on the Mahaicony River . In 
the UDper Mazaruni Amerindian District r ecula r 
meetincs of the Captains wore hel d by the'U'ficcr --:i.n­
Charce to discuss ce naral problems ·re l atinc; to the 
district a s a whole . In th0 Rupununi District the 
Fourth Annual Conference of Captains was he l d a t 
Potarinau on 10th Decemb'er at which the C·ommissioner 
of the Interior presided. Formerl y , the meetinc s 
conststed only of the Captains of tbe South 
Savannahs (Wapisianas), but on this occasi'on a.11 of 
the officially r e c ocnised Captains of the North 
Savannahs a nd Karasabai (Makusis) attended.. It was 
the f irs t time tmse two large tribal ·group s were 
brcught togethe r to discuss their c ommon problems · 
The meeting was a success and it was evf de.nt ... tbat 

. .. any tribal feeling that might have exi sted in the 
past is di sappearing . 

Water Supplies: Wells have b een completed 
in nine village s in t he Rupununi District ·and work 
proceeded steadi l y on the constructioJ ·of others. 
Windmills, ove·rhead tanks and pipe tine s_ are new 
being installed wi t h funds provided in the 1 960 -
1964 Development Programme for the continua t ion of 
this wo~k. The improvement of their wate r supply 
has made~ grea t~contri buti on to the health and 
welt'are of the re si'dents. Th e Government Geo­
physicist-Hydrologist visited the distr ict in 
November and investi gat ed the possibil ity CJf boring 
wells by water je ts which would be l ess costly than 
the methods now used. 

Health : In the Rupuriuni Di3t r i ct, the 
health of the .Amerindian popul at~on could not be 
considered good beca use ma l aria :m s still prevalent. 
The same ca n be said of parts of the: North West 
District, particularly tre headwater • of the Barima 
and Barama Rivers. However, arran~ements were well 
in hand to make supplies of medic ated s alt av~i l­
able to 0 resid ents in the Inter ior Districts, a s a 
pr otection against mal aria . I n the No:- th Vvest 
Distric t, tuberc.~l osi s :f;.PPe ar ·ed to be just a s 
serious a threat t o health :;l s mal Rr ia and active 
measures are needed to restrict t he s :,read o:f t h is 
disease. 

Land Develo~ment: In the North West 
Amerindian District , he population had been esti­
mated at 2,000 but w~s disclosed by the lS~J Census 
to be near er 4 ,oon. Here, tht=- re s :i. den t s 1:. ve· on 
small overcrowded i sl"mds in swamp ·1and::i wi t h their 
farms in areas far from their h omes . However, 
there is 9. main ridge between the i'.ioruca am Waini 
Rivers which.makes 3. vai l abl e some 25 , 000 a_cres of 
land for agri•ulture. For aC'cess to the se l ands 
some 22¾ mi l e s of roadway is bei n g built from 
Kumaka on the Moruca· River to Que~anna on the 
Waini River. The .. first fi ve mi l es and::.. branch 
road frcm mile ~ to Kamw.atta we re built 2.s aided 
self-help schemes. All of the lots laid ·out , in 
both sections, have been taken up and a fair 
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amount of c l ear i n ~ ai d pl ant i n g h as been done. 
Work on the c on!ltruc ti.ori of t he road u nder th e 
De ve lopmen t Prog r amme comme nced in July 1 960 a nd 
clearin g a nd g r u bbing of the r oad h a d re a che d 16 , 
mi l e s f rom t he Kumaka e nd a t y ea r end m.e n 2 4 8" lot~ 
h a d be e n marked out by a Sur ve y or . 

In the Upper iv'Iaz a runi Amer i ndian Distric t 
a start wa s ms.d e in Octobe r on t wo sch emes unde r t he 
1 9 6 C' - 1 9 64 De ve lopment Progr a mme . A roa d trace 
f rom Kamara n g trouth to War amadong wa s cut, a n d a 
s t a rt ma de on c l ear i ng 1,s•o a cr e s n ea r Pa ru.ima to 
e stabl i s h a · c 3.ttl e p a s t ure . 

AGRI CULTURE 

I n the Nor t h We ~t Di str ict t he g e n eral 
p a tte r n ~f agr i cul t ure hn s changed l i ttle duri ng 
the past f ew year s. Th ere wa s a c e r t ain a mount of' 
c onc e r n t owar d s t he e nd o f tb_e y e a r on a ccount of 
the p o or price s offere d to f armers for t heir crape. 
Marke t s mad e a v ai l abl e tr.irough t h e Nort h We st Co­
op e r a tive Socie ty or' h u c ksters we r e poor. Coff e e 
droppe d f r om 45 - 49 ce nt s pe r p ound off e red f or t he 
1959 c r op to 26 - 29 c e nts per p ound for t he 1 96 0 
e rop~ Ora n ge s d ropp e d to a s low a s 75 c e n ts pe r 
hundred Gra d e A. 

Mean whi l e , a cti vi t y on the t e chni c a l s ide 
wa s concent r a t ed on the fi ght agai ns t scle rotium 
d i s eas e a nd on f e rti l i ser tri a ls on ~offee , cocoa 
a n d citr• s • Efforts p rove d q~ite succ e ~sful, but 
much remai n s to be d one . Th er e _wa s a n u p surg e i n 
4-H Clu b ·a c tivi t y 911d t wo n ew c lub s wer e f o rmed a t 
Morawhann a ar:d. Barabu i n a . A 4- H Achi e veme nt Day 
h e ld i n December pr ove d t o be v ery popula r, a nd it 
i ~ hoped tha t much pro gr e s s wi ll be made i n t hi s 
way . 

. . 

Maz a r uni-Pot a r o Distri ct : Other t han 
aroun d Barti c a , a nd a t a f ew sc a tter ed f a r ms in t he 
mining a r ea ~, t here wa s not much agr i cultural 
a cti vity i n t he District . It i s understood t h a t a n 
Agr i cul tura l Superinte n dent wi ll b0 p osted i n the 
Dis t r ict ear l y in 1 961 a nd it is h oped tha t he will 
be able t o stimulate more int ,- r es t i n agri culture . 
All r oun d progre ~s wa s mad e in t he f a r mi ng area ~ 
a r ount Barti c a , part i c u l a rly in the p l anting of 
c itr u s tre es and p oultr y r ear i n ~ . 

Duri n g t he year f i s h wa s ob t a i ned i n 
f ai r ,•a ntitie s fr om Ge or ge t own , a nd one f isherma n 
f i n anc ed b y the Cr e d i t Corpo r a t ion ob t a ine d g oo~ 
quanti t i es o f fre s h wa t e r f i sh from the Uppe r 
Esse qui b o. 

The 4- H Movement c ontinue d to g r ow in 
t h e Bar t i c a ~r ea . A s eminar was he l d du r i ng t he 
year a nd 'the Ac h i eve ~ ·.ent Day Pr ogr a mme wa s a 
succe s s. 

Ru pununi Distr i c t : Ca ttl e ranching i ~ 
the mai n agricul tura l project i n the Distric t . 
a r ound whi ch a lmos t- everyt hin g fu , ·revolves . 'Ib.~ ~­
u l a t i on is compri s e d mostly of ·Amer i ndi a n s wh ose 
agr i cult ura l occupat ion i s gr owi n g s u b s i s t e nc e 
crop s , corn a nd f arine for t h e c a ttle r a n c hin g 
industr y . T oba c•o i s a lso grown a n d a f a ir amount 
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was shipped to George t c 1,m d uri ng the year .. 

4 1 47 head of catt le were slaughtered a t th':l 
Lethem Abattoir during the year nnd shi?De6 by m. r . 
3959 c a rcasses we re c cnsi g ned to the G0orge tcwn 
market and 111 and 77 ca r casse s wr> re sl-J.i ri;:)ed to 
Martinique am. Cayenne respe ctively" · · 

No rth West Amerindian District: In t he 
Maruca River area , cc,ra produc t icr_ ·fc--:,aJled 270 , 000 
pounds, an increase of 125 ,000 pounds on the 1 959 
productic-n. It is \pteresting to r,· te that t r.ie 1 

r e covery of c o~n-a frPor:1 ..... oconuts inc r:;ased f :t•om 20 ' 
i;,ounds per 100 nuts ·to 31 p ::n;_t1ds pe r 1 00 mits . The 
increased p rcducti on an:l be t ·~er yield -i. s probably 
due to good weather and to tb.e d:"ive made some ·Jisht 
year s a go to increase. coconut cu:.. ti vat ion i n this 
areao This · d :ri ve has continued and h a s been inten­
sified since lands were made availabl8 on the 
Kumaka- Q.uebanna Scheme., 

During t he year th? cul ti vation was ex•• 
pande d by 70 ac res., 5496 s e l e cted coconut seedling s 
we r e di s;tri 1,uted by the Departrrie n t cf Agri cult u.:.: ·o 
be t ween J anu a r y and Sept enbe r~ 9 01 s eedling s were 
s old fro!:1 Seotember to Decenbe r as i t was c:ec ided 
that t he issue of free ' coccnut s eedling s s~1ould be 
disc ontinued , as a bonus wo..s 1)e ing paid '.'"'n cc:-on,.r~ 
cul t i vat i on • 

.• The y i e ld of coffee wa s good , but low 
pr ice s ,. hnve di s cour!].ged far~1ers fron increasing 
prod.u ction .. • ~ · • 

FO .. :ESTS 

Bal8.ta p:2oducticn wa s mt1J rrtainc--:l <d: 11 

nornal l o2 vel in the Rupu>1uni :c,..:.. .. , tri ct , 

In .t he r.1aza runi - Pctaro District the tota l 
p r oduct icn of tii~er was 2,~06 ,137 c ubic fee t wi th 
greenheart account ing fer 2A41,57;,· cubic f es t, a s 
ccF190.red with 2 , 8 2 8 , 096 cubi c f'e0· t o.nd 2 9 5~4?346 
cuti c feet cf greenhe·art in 1 959 0 ~'her~ ·,h1s a n 
ar.>pr eci abl e dro? in prcduc t ion by Me::isrs , BoG- • 
Timbers Ltd., bu t t his v.ras l arge l y of fset by ir1.c 1°e '.l.S··• 
ed prC'ducti on by oth i?r opera ~ors.. There v:c.s 2 ome 
increase in the producticn of specie s oth~r t han 
gr eenheart and t'.·1is may Le attr'i buts d tc1 t;-1e u.naval l .. 
abi l ity of e;ccd g r eenh eart stands within tl'E e ccncmic 
reach of o~ e rators and a ls o t he action being taken 
by the Fcres t De ?.:1 rtn,ent to PO"?U7 2.rise othPr S!X'Cies o 

• Pr cducticn figur es for gr t: enheart frcm ~ ir __l r.ir ge :.en-­
cessions in resuect of 1 059 and 1960 weie as fellows : 

B.G . Timte rs Ltd" 
Willems Ti r.11Je r a:nd 
Tr ading Ooo 
Charl e stcwn Saw Mills 

·1 ' • .·,;) C 7 ~ 
. L.) ~'-)~ : ' -- ·-

'±14= J 9 06 
16C. 2::.u 

1 960 
C nft. 

1 ,149 , 173 

-134, 84G 
235 , 283, 

The Columbi-ur.1 Ca r .para ti en c e ased ac t i vi tie s 
a t rri.ger-Cr~,~k-.ear'.!,:y:~~~fu-~.ii~-~'t~r,1b~-r; ·.fh:~r~s-i_::•~c'b--of. its 
pro:_'.)osa·l s ~·tc nanufac tura · wood . pulp · and a t t b ? end of 
the yen:r t he re was nc indic 2.+-,icn :1s to the future 
prospects of thP. und.e rtakin g,.-
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In th,;; North West Distr ict, overall timber 
pro~1uction f o r 19 60 tot '3.lle d 494,595 cubic fee t as 
comp.ared with 540 , 602 cubi c f 2 e t in 1959 . Th8 main 
timbers produ c,0 d we r P cr'3.bwcod and morn. . The 
productton of :-nangrcvt.' bark tot a lLd 70 , 000 p ounds 
whi ch was 2.. mark' d :-_ncr ,as 8 ov0 r the oroduc t 1 on 
in f orm~r y f a rs . D~l l i log s c0nt i nu0d to bs exported 
to Suri n o.m, · ,Nher-" th,- y a:·e us ed in th,a. m:3.nufac t ur e of 
p l yvvaod . · 

Ge ne r a l: The Pntire product i on of ~ o l d 
a nd di amonds fo r- t 1v~ Co1o n:T C9.•1"' from t he Int '., r i or 
Di s t •,..,ic t s . Th c- t o t ::t l '1 r oduc tion from t.h,::, t hree 
Di stri cts wa s IOI , 003. 9 2 c ~ra ts of di amonds a nd 
2 , 364 ozs . 0 8 dwts . I9 crs . of c old, as compare d 
with 62 , 328 . 4 9 m? tri c c3. r a ts of diamond s ':lnd 
3 , 4 48 oz s . 02 dwt s . I B grs . of c ol d i n I 9 59 . 

Mazaruni - Potaro Di s t r i ct ( a ) Gold . The 
tot:11 n .:·oduc -t-1 e n f o r th.;, v ,·-.3. r w,. s I052 oz s -:---Yr d wt s . · 
20 gr s ~ a s comp~r 0 d with. 2 462 o z s . I S dwts . IS grs. 
i n I9 59 . Th :rc i s l i t t l ~ h op2 of a n i ncr~as e of 
a n y c ons e qu 0 nc e unl -s ~ s pectac 1.;_ l a r f' i nd s a r e d'1- s ­
cov-2r c d o:c- t he 1'J 2J_ ce of s old 1. s 1ncr1' .9. s ,, d . At 
Tum-1.t umari-, n ,' :tl"l \• a ll th · , ff-:o c t s of th-" B. G. 
Consc l idat ed Gol d f ir-,l ds W·'"::' ·· :.'<~1cv::> d and rh-_.., 
bu.tlo. :i. ng s 'l. ·.1d c ompound n ow h ?.c v f' a d ,•:r•,-' l i ct l ook . 

( b ) Di ::tmc nd s: The Kurupuns cant 1 n u :· d to b e 
the mn 1n s 0ur c 0 of diamonds hut r 0 c 0 v ~rv i s now more 
d iffi cult a~d nn::-iy r.·n n "~.., s h 9.v · r; c-n::, t o t he n ew a r e as 
i n the EDi n i ~nd Ek ereku . At E9 i ng t h e. r e: hav e net 
a s ~_,,, t 1'.)('rn .'..ny r i c h f i nd s ;,u :· i n t h f Eke r ,0 1rn op. the 
Cuyuni Ri v ~r , 6 , 5 0 0 me tric car~t s val u e d a t $325 ,000 
we1? ~ dF c l a ::--e d . Th-= tot a l d_i_s t1:,ic t ry ,_•oduc tion wa s 
98 , 608 . 3 6 m0 t ~ 1c c ar ~t s Rs co~p9r 0d- w1th 27 ,140 in 
I 958 a nd 58,082 . 69 i n I 959 ~ 

( c ) St on~ Qua rrying : Tl1 ' r e ··m s 11 ttl e 
chan .'.0 e' in t h , st01'le q ua r rying ind 11.stry . Ohl y the 
l a r ger qua rri ~s we re Rbl e to op er a te succ?s sfully. 
The Gove rnment Stone Crushi n g Plant a t Makouri a 
provid e'd a r ead y ave nue for t h e dis pos a l of sto'ne 
from many of the qu~rrie s whi ch su9 plied a tot a l 
of 24 , 659 tons cf boulde rs • 

Run ununi Distr i c t ( a ) Di amond s : Tho 
r e c overy of di amonds w::-1. s 2,384 . 26 me tri c c ar a t~ 
as compar ed wi th 4 ,19 0 . 08 me tric c a r a ts in 1 959 . 

(b ) Gol d : Th0 r e cov2ry of g old wa s 106 ozs. 
12 dwts . 1 9 grs . n s compared wi th 70 ozs . 4 dwts . 
5 grs . in 1 9 5 9 . 

North 1.Ve s t Di s trict (a ) Man e;ane s e : Du ring 
July, s hipme nts of mRn gan ~ s e o re to Tr i n i d a d 
comme nce d f rom the :,Torth Ws st Mi ning Company 's 
Working s at Ma t t h ew ' s Ridge . The p roduction rate• 
wa s so f a vourabl e that i t was h op ~d to be abl e ~~ 
p ut a s e cond ship on the r u n by 1 961 . Th e r e is ~ o 
doubt that this is on~' of the .most impor t a nt mini ng 
v e nture s in r e ce nt t ime s, and it i s providing 
Gmployme nt fo r s e ve r a l hundr e d p e oule . 

(b ) Gold : The only g old mi ning of a ny import­
a nce was t~of Mr o w. Bai rd i n t h e Ba r amita a r ea 
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8.nd his operations accounted for a l mos t . a ll of tb0 
total di strict productlon cf 1,205 ozs. 04 dwts . l8 
grs. as comparr-d with 914 czs. 09 dwts. 1 7 grs o in 
1959. 

(c) Diarncnds: The r o covery of diamonds was 
11.3 r:12tric c a rats as ccmpar,:.,d with 34.27 mr-tri~ 
c ara ts i n 1959. 

LABOUR 

The 1 abcur forc e in the: Inter ior continued 
to be r' ngagr d mainly en mining arr1 for e st activities 
;:;e laticns bctw0e n ma.nag,' m" nt and labour were 
g0nc rally harmonicu~ 

HEALTH 

Facilities were maintained for ·~edical 
treatr:1ent ~i t the Publ ic Hospitals at Bartica and 
Mabaruma, each under the chart:W of Gcvernnent 
r.1edical Of f ice rs. The Di spens9.,;,,ie s at Mahdi a, Enachu, 
Aequero, · Le them and Ifa1r.ar:1ng River Mouth were also 
mai ntained under the cha r ge cf Gcvernr.1ent Dispen­
sers. The Dispensers at Mahdia , Enachtc a rr1 Acquero 
made regul ar tcurs cf these districts. The Mobile 
Health Unit in the Ncrth ·aest District continued 
to de very useful wc--rk , 3.lthcu gh transport difficulties 
tended to curtail t h is useful service . Funds were 
prcvided in Hovem1:-er fer the DUr0 chase cf a new boat 
but up to t he end c f the year ccnstr ucticn had not ye t 
started and a hired teat was u sed . 

r/!AC·I S'l'ERli;_L AND PCLICE 

( a ) Magisteri a l : Th e District Ccm..r:iissicners cf 
the Mazaruni - Pcte.rc, Rupunun! :md i:k-rth ;nest 
Dist:ricts continued tc serve ~s Magistr::..tes within 
t h eir respective districts. Presidins ever Courts 
at Le t hem , Annal, G-ccd '=:1r?e aJ.d Orinduik, the 
District Commissioner, HuD~ni, diopcsed of 60 
Crimina l 2nd 7 Ci vi 1 Cci_ses. ~ 'I'he Dis t rict Comr:ii s sion­
er, Maz ~runi - Pctarc, presided over the qua rterly 
sitting s at Tumatur:1.ari, r1~~1hdi a , Is sano, ERachu and 
Kurupung ar:rl disposed of 255 Criminal and 1 0 Civil 
Cases . The District Ccmmissicner, North :Nest, he l d 
ncnthly ccurts and dis pc sed cf 4 prelinino.ry hearin§':l, 
2 42 Cri rc-1i nal a nd 1 8 Civil C'lse s . 

Courts were held ncnthly at Bartica by the 
Magistrate frcm Suddie. 

(L). Pclice: In the Ncrth We st District, Police 
Stati cns were m'.l intained at lvls. '..~.o.ruina, Morawhanna and 
Arakakl . It is expected t hat the l ~s t named station 
will bt?. rencved tc Mahthew I s Ridge earl y in 1961. 
'Ihe Corr.ni ssicner cf Police visited t be District from 
2nd to 5th Novemb':'r ., 

Ruoununi: The Cammi ssi cne r cf Po lie e 
visited Orinduik and tcure d the :north arr1 South 
Savannahs. 

Mazaruni-Potaro: Pol ice Sta tions were 
maintained at Bartica., Tumatumari, M9.hdia, Issano, 
Enachu a nd Kur upung with cut pc sts at ?finiperu, Oran­
apai a nd Apaiqua. An outp~se WM e stab ~ished -
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"' a t Two Mouth , Ku r u pun.g , and during De cembe r pa t-r ol s 
wGre sent to Kamarang and Ekercku. 

REVEilTTJE 

Revenue col le c t e d ~t the Offi c e s of the 
Dis tric t Commis~ione rs and th1? Sub- 'ifa rde ns at 
Mahdia , Enac hu and Orinduik c ompared wi t h 1 959 
f igures ., wr--, s as follows : 

District 

North nest 
Mazaruni - Pota ro 
Rupununi 

PUBLIC ';"JJ RK S 

1959 

$ 25 , 918. 1 4 
112 , 895. 50 

1 0 , 491 . 06 

1 9 60 

$ 27 , 635 . 80 
96 , 624 . 35 
12 , 670 . 51 

The Interior De p a r t mm t c ont inu e d t o 
assist by super vising and a ccounting for works 
undertake n by the Publ ic 1Vorks Departme n t in the 
Rupununi , Nor t h 1.cJr, st .:1.nd Uppc:: r Mazaruni itmeri n dian 
Districts.,. I n the Wfilzaruni- Pot a ro Distr ict, the 
Publ i c '.7;c~ ks Departme nt did n o t re quire thi s form 
of a ssi s t a nce . 

(a ) Buildings - In the Ru pununi Dis trict t he 
Publ i c ·"forks D.Jpartment Overse. er ' s Qua:'."' t e r s , Le t hem, 
th0 District Field Offic e r s ' quart e rs a t I shal ton 
and Kar asab'.l.i , the Pub l ic ,riforks De,p-'.:1. rtme n t t s Stor e s 
at L ~them , an offic e for the Agronomist a t st . 
I gn a tius and th G Polic e St a t ion a t Annai wer e com­
pl e ted . The quartGrs for the !1.gr i cul tural Office r 
and Senior Pol ice Office r n t Annai we r e par t l y c om-

. :pl ,, tGd o 

In the Maza runi - Pota ro Distric t, a fair l y 
l ~r ge programme of r e condi tioning of bui l dings wa s 
c arried out s.nd "minor works g_nd improveme nts II i n -
c l ud•:'!d improvements t o the school at Mazar u ni 

· Prison md the r emov '.ll of ther".dispensa ry fr om Kama­
kusa to Kuru1_)ung. The r emova l· of b "Ll.i l ding s f r om 
the Lands arrl Mines Sta t :i.on a t Kamakus a t o Ena chu 
w~s a l so carri e d out . 

I n the North We s t Distr ict : F our new 
buildings for the Agri cul t ur a l St a ff at Hosororo 
and Acqu2ro we r ":, completed and · several bui l ding s 
r econdi tioned . 

(b ) Roads : In the Rupununi District , ge ne ral 
ma intenance was done on roads throughout the 
d i stri i:: t •. Work on t h e Sa urab Creek crossing wa s 
h e ld up p endi n g t he r e c e ipt of a D6 Trac t or . 

In ih e Mazaru n i - Potaro District , d e ve lop ­
mc,nt v.ork on t be Bartic a - Potaro Road wa s continued • 
By the -? nd of the y ear the first twe.l ve mil es had 
bee n wide ne d, shap Pd a nd secti ons of it provision­
ally se .:-1. l c-d wi th a 'light coo.ting of s and and col a s • 
A furth-2r s ix mil e s approximE1. t e '.ly have b Gen clE'ared 
and shap ed . Po r tions of t:te work are now b eing 
given out on contrac t . Ge neral mainte na nc e- a long 
this rea d_ and the Issa no Branch Roa d kGpt tbe 
roads a t a good standa rd and a qui ck0 r rate of 
progre s s by v e hicle s is now possible . 

In the Nor th ::vest District, t hQ Ho :!l ororo 
Swamp s e ction was t hor ou ghly r e surface d and s eal e d 
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a s were hill s e ctions in the Mabaruma Area a lso. 

COMMUNIC .~TIO NS 

Communi c a t i ons to t he r.Jia z aruni -Pota ro 
Di s trict inc l ud~d a thri ce • ec-kl y St eamer Se r v ice 
b e t ween Geor ge t own a nd Ba r t ica fo r pa s se nger s and 
cargo , a t bricc weekly Ai r S2rvi c e be t ween Bartica 
and George t own for pa s sengers and a t hrice weekly 
ai r s e rvic e be tween Ge orgetown a n d Tum.:, r e ng fo r 
p a sseng,:, r s. Pfeekly lorry s e rvic e s DrovidGd a link 
f or passengers ~nd cargo be t we e n Bartica , Pota ro 
and I ssano, Mazaruni . F rom I ssano a contr ac tor 
ccnti nued to operate a l aunc h s e rvice c onne cti ng 
wi th the mi ni ng cc-ntre s on the Mazaru ni River . 

In tbs Rupununi Dis tri ct; which is 
e n ti r e l y dependent on a ir co mmunic ations, B. G • . Air­
ways ( Govt .) maint a ine- d sche dul ed f li ght s by 
pas s engGr and c ~rgo carrying pl a n e s throu ghout t h e 
year . 

I n the North We s t Di stri ct 'a ~enkl y 
St Pam:_, r SEo rV l C':' ccntinur:, d to be p.::'.'ov1d ed by t h c­
T r ansport qn d H~rbours D~partmFnt. Privat~ l y own0d 
s l oops ~l s o mad e fr ~~u~nt j curn °y s t r ansporting 
s tore s and sawn l umb <" r . As f rom J une, the mcnthly 
pl an'"' s e rvice w:1.s d isc cntinu -." d through l H.ck of 
s upport . Fr2que nt chart ··· r fli gh t B frcm G,:, org e town 
w 0 r ,/ r:18.dl., to Se bni at t ~lF 1ns1 a -1c " cf th"' North 
'JV.;;- st Mining Comps.n y . 

In t h-0 Upp,: r Mazaruni Amc> rind ia:n Distri ct , 
whi ch i ~ r- nt1r : l '~ d Fp0nd C' nt on air commun : c a t i ons, 
t h~ f i rst Dakota l nnding wa s m3df en the newl y co n­
s truc t -d a ll we a th,~r a i rst r i p at Kuns. rans River 
Mouth on 7th F ~b ruar y . Al tcc 0the r I59 Dakota l and ­
ings wc- r0 m::1..d .;:. c-arr~nng '788 , 947 oounds of c.:::i.r g o 
and ma ny pn. ssl::ne;· rs f rom IOth F ,:bruary to t he end 
of t h ~ year . Hundreds of f l ights w.:: r -0 made frcm 
this a irs , ri9 by the B. G. l-drw::i.ys ( Govt . ) Grumman 
pl9.n,:c ·1nd p·:,ivat -l y o wn- d lie,ht p l an,""' s t rans9ort1ng 
stor 2 s :ind m -n to th:· rl iam0nd ar a in the Ek er.:' ku , 
Cuyuni Ri vsr . The d e v -~ lopme nt c f this ne wl y dis ­
cov2r P. d diar:iond fi .= l d was g:-· atl 7 facilita t -~ d by 
the compl etion of th·° Kamarang Ai r strip . 

POST.'>.L .-~·:,m TELECO IV'~,TIJiU CAT I ONS 

Ma zar uni -Po taro - I n D1>c 0 mb,- r , an 
a d di t ~onal rqdi o-c ommunic ~tion channa l to Ge orget own 
was adde d to thJ s 1ngl ~ ~n! in exist s nc P- sinc P th0 
openi ng of the> Automatic T·· l p phone Exchaner::. a t 
Barti-c a . · Th- s ingl •.°' channe l was fr,-~ quefttly cut of 
ordPr and w ' Q unat l ~ ~t c e rt ain tim~s of th, day to 
copr:- wi th t :,:-unk c a l l s . Th,' add1 t i cnal c hann •': l was 
a W?lcome i~prov~me nt . 

Post'.11 , rRdioDhon,:-, ·:1.nd t ,1r-grR:9hic s 1: rv1c '° S 
Wi.:' r ,..,_ mainta ·, .wd ~t B'.:l. r t ica , Niahdai ·1nd Eno.chu . 

Rupunun i - Rad i o com>nunicat icns W':°' r c-.-: main­
ta i rn0d a t LE'th ,'m and at Ori ndui k . Rad io t :cansmi t t0'r­
rece i vers wi t h powpr pl nnts wer8 r e c e ive d f or 
I shalton a m Kara saba i and wer e ready f or installat i on 
at tbe end of t h? year . De t a ils of bu s ine s s c on ­
ducte d at Le t h em and 3. t thf l arg•, s t agf ncy , Annai a r e 
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Postal Busine ss Saviggs Bank 

1960 l 1 959 l960 1 959 

Annal $ 5,031. 24 5 , 411.32 $ 847.00 1,295.,76 

··.J,e them 207,483 . 29 189,063.72 8,400. 36 l l , 282 . 32 

North irve st District - Postal, t e le graphi c 
and radio-te l e phone s ervic e s we r e providPd at 
Ma barurna . Postal a g 1:.·nciE s were oper '.;lt e d a t Mora­
whanna, Arakaka, Port Kaituma , Matt he ws' Ridge arrl 
on th ,"' Mobile He al th Unit . 

Radio- t t' l e phone communications wa s 
a vailable from the District Of fic e s a t Kamaran e and 
Acquer o a nd during t he y r- a r this w2- s exte nde d to 
Ore alla. 

:REGIONAL DEVELO PMENT 

Regional De v e lopmr-: nt Committ0e s a nd the ir 
sub ... commi ttc s nr t r e gularly dur i ng th; year in the 
Rupununi , Maz 1runi-Pot:1 ro and North lJ'fr•st Districts. 

MISSIO::rn ,",,ND EDUC .~TI ON 

North We st District - The r e wer e 27 schools 
in the: dis t rict , o.11 b e ing run by tho ;\.nglican arrl 
Roman Catholic b od L s. Th e gorn~r a l sta ndard of 
e duc a tion r 1:' r.1a i nc d low, chi efly due to t re l ack of 
sui tably qua lifi : d t ,:,ach~rs who c a n bE obtainPd only 
from outside: the Di strict . Only ~ f ew qualified 
t ,_.:. 9.ch.., rs arc wi lling to g o to t h e District b •? cause 
of th~ uns qtisf~ctory l i ving condi t i ons obtaining . 

Rupununi Di strict - 1,U th the exce ption of 
the Gove rnme nt School a t St . I gn at ius a ll the 
schools a r e run by ta, Missions . I n gc n ·- ral, the 
sta nda rd of e duca t i on Phowe d some i mprovf" me nt . 

Un er Ma zaruni Ame rindian Distr ict -
The r e wer e four schoo s run by the Missi ons and one 
Gove rrnnc nt School a t Kamara ng Sta tion. 

I should like to r 0 c ord my thanks to the 
e n t ire Staff for the i r loya l co-0p c- r a tion through­
out the, ye ar • 

. 
I h a v e the h onour to be , 

Sir, 
Your obedi c-nt 

C ormni s s ione r 

The Honourabl e 
Chi e f Se c r e t a ry, 
Pub lic Buildi n gs, 
Ge or ge town. 
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