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RBPO RT 

OF THE 

BRlrISH GUIANA iIRh hRIG,L . .i:. Ali1> ALLLi..AI�CE SiRVICE 

FOR TH� YEAR 1962 

The Eonourable, 
fhe �inister of Home Affairs, 
Z.,ini stry of :r.ome "ff airs, 
:srickdam, Georgetown. 

hadam, 

FIR.Li :Oti'.IGADE H�1tlJ1..lARfoRS, 
water street, Georgetown, 

British Guiana, 
9th April, 1964. 

I have the honour to submit for tr.a information of· tbe fOnourable 
liirister of Home nffairs, the Annual Report of the -'-'ri tish Guiana Fire

Bri_·ade and Ambulance Service for the yGE•r ende<I 31st December, 1962. 

1. fil.LicJ ngth
fbe strength of the Erigade at 31st Dec mber, 1962, was -

2. stations

l.Chief Fire Offic0r (ag.)
1 �eputy Chief Fire Officer (ag.) 
1 station officer 
6 Sub Officers 

11 section Leaders 
26 Leading Firemen 

131 Firemen 
2 Class Il Clerks 
3 Clerical Assistants 
1 Barrack Labourer 

There are three fire stations in the city of Georgetown (two 
land stations and one river station) and one in the town of New lmsterdam. 

Ibere is need for new stations in Georgcltown, but up to the 
present time little prozress has been made in this direction. The new 
station for �ew Amsterdam was occupied on December 10th, 1962. 

3. Appliances

lhe apµliances Leld at tbe end of the year were -

Georgetown 

6 �ennis Water Tenders of 600 g.p.m. capacity, each equipped 
with V.H.F. Radio. 
2 Austin Champs (Firefly) of 350 g.p.m. capacity each. 
1 Pump of 900 g.p.m. capacity. 
3 hathaway Light pumps of 150 g.p.rn. 
l lire boat of 2,700 g.p.rn. capacity, equipped with 
V .H.F. Hadio. 
1 Fire voat of 500 g.p.m. 
1 Bedford utility iruck. 
i Land Rover Truck. 
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1 Godiva Lightw�ight 1ortable tire rump of 
250 - 350 g.p.m. capacity 
3 �orris Commercial Ambulances and 1 Land R .. ver 
type anbt lance each equipped with V.h.F. Radio. 

New Amsterdam 

1 John Kerr �ater fender of 600 g.p.m. capacity 
equipied with V.E.F. Radio. 
1 �elf-propelled pump of ;oo g.p.m. capacity. 
1 Austin Champ (�irefly) of 350 g.r.m• capacity. 
1 },orris Utility Van. · 
1 t-'.orris Commercial .1-1mbulance �-nd 1 Land Rover rype 
Ambulance, each equipped with V.h.F. radio. 

4. haintenance

All vehicles and appliances have been maintcined in good order
by the ''orkshop St8ff. l· ore and tetter workshop accommodation is . 
needed if the efficiency of the staff is to be maintained. :;fforts 
have been made to obtain the western end of the ant-ot-ntry bond 
to the soutt of Mc lnroy's 5uilding for tLis purpose but work has not 
yet been started on this project. 

Extensive repairs were effected in thirteen cases to veticles 
which wer involved in accidents during the yeer. 

5. hydn nts

During the year twelve new Lydrents were installed AG follows -

fhree in the porth �ast La Fenitence housin: Scheme 
£hree in the south �ast La Penitence Housing Scheme 
Five in Newtown Kitty Village 
One in �iddleton Street, Campbelville 

This now makes the total number of hyorants in the city and its 
environs 1,170. 

fhree of the nine pipelines which were put down to allow the 
fire boats to p·mp water quickly into high risk areas were severely 
damaged _or put out of use as a rast..lt of +t.e fires on February 16th.

To combat some of th�se fires, the pipeline system was brought 
into use by the fire boats, but tris was not sufficient to have 
the des�red effect. This is to be expected since the pipeline 
system was desi6ned to supplcw.ent the city's mair. system. HOwever, 
the water supply from one of the pipelines wes defini�ely instmumental 
in putting out the fire in Book.rs Rum �ond on water street, and 
ttis was a most vital fire which, if it had got out of hand, could have 
wrecked most of the wa.brfrorit ·a�d bu�ld�ngs south of .Schumaker
Street. 

In New Amsterdam no new nydrants were installed during the yea� 
The number of hydr8nts in that city, t�e�efore, remains at 113. 
It is essential that the Hydrant cystem there be st.lll.dardise- so that 
all hydrants are of the same pattern as �h�se used in Georgetown. 

6. Equi.ment Received

fhe following equipment was received during 4he years

l Land Rover Jeep 
2 Light Alloy 1xtension Ladders 
6 Noble Jet-spray Branches 
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LifE. buoys 
Lif.e jackt-ts 
feet 1-i 11 .1.erylene Rope 
Scberrnuly rtockets 
porton R�suscitators 
Francis B.S. lJ S8archlight 

50 

- eigr.t foot len, tbs 4 11 BSS suction Hose
lcngtts 75 1 supcrflex delivery hose 
hydr�nt st2nd�ipe 
- 2 gallon prcswrised \olr-.t�r/Air i<Xtinguisher

�o -2 gallon �TU Swift hir Fo�m 1xti�guisbers 
10 - �uFrt size Nu Swift C.T. C. EYtir.guiahars 
1 - E.R. 3 Pyrene 11.t.very Way" hose Reel 

complete with 100 ft.¾" hose 
7 forque �re�ches 
1 set flashing units and lamps 

A total of 16,575 fe0t of hose was held by the Brigade, 
10,425 fe1::t in '}eorft:town ar..d 6,150 feet in 11ew Amsterriam. A r.urnber 
of len1tts of hoee wEre deGag2d or de�troyed by fir& during the 
6istu.�ances in the city on 16th �ebru2ry. �tis caused a sarious 
depletior.. of avai�able stocks an6 requests w0re �:fe for emer3ency 
sup L .. es on Joan froe1 .. rinided ar:d Iiarbados }'ire S rvices. One 
r.undred lt:r.gtbs were promptly received f-rom L rbedos and 40 lengths
from irinidcd. It was not possi�le to return tlis hose by the
end of tte yeer as supplies ord�red from the United Kingdom were
not received by th:t time.

a. J.!·ire Calls

�he �ri3ade responled to a total of 677 fire callG an 
analysis of whicr. is given htreunder. 

Georgetown 

.... ctual :Eires 410 
Late �ire C&lls 42 
Fnl�e n1�rrns (good intent) 
l!'alse ,..12.rrns (Malicious) 

i'-:ew Amsterdam 

ActL al .1:·1re s 
Late Fire Cal+s 
fElse Al�rffis lgood intent) 
i'alse "lqrr s ( 1··alicious) 

- 13
-130

44 
- 16
- 22

lhe number of maliciov� false o.lar,1 s iiur ng tl:c �-err was 
tr.e l:iehest ever r3coi,ded in the l'istory of t}.c -Pri ·,:;;de. '.!.'here 
is grave dcn.:...er in t1,is irresponsible prPctice r the Brigade 
r.iay re sporci to a r:.alicious fnlse alarm, and in doing so be drawn 
r.way at the sRne tir.1e fror.1 a locc:lity wl:tre a . enuine call re­
quiring prompt attention is received. ihe law has, therefore, 
been ti�hten�d up to rleal firmly with offenders 
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Causes 

�lectrical, gas or oil stoves 92 
Boiling over of fats, oils, etc. 5 
Spontaneous Combustion 2 
Ctildren playing with matches 15 
.i;,lectrical faults 150 
Careless disposal of cigarette �nd� 
of natches 106 
Elec rical Appliances 5 
Mo�or Vehicle Faults 11 
I3nition of inflammable vapours or 
substances 11 

�irty Chimney 1 
Carelesc burning of rubLish 16 
Oil lamps, candles or mosqGito coils - 5 
Welding 4 
�alicious setting of fires 43 
Coal Pots ana fire places 2 
,Re_-�gni tion 14 
Unknown 28 
smoking in bed 2 

Method of .i:.xtinguishing . 

by occurants or otter persons using 
buckets o� water or exti:guishors 
before arriv�l of the �ri ·ade 
by �1ectricity Corporation 
by the Brir�de ·using -

a) hand appliances
b) Hose Eeelscl One jet from pumps
d Two j�ts from pumps 
e Three jets from pu�ps 

(f) Pour jets from pumps
lg) 1ive jets fro� rumps 
h) Six jets from pumps
i) �ighteen jets from pumps

(kj) Counterfiring
( ) ]'ire Eenters 

��ttods of calling Fire Brtade 

Georgetown 

Central �x�hange 
Police Direct Line 
Running Calls 
Private Fire Alarm Systems 
Radio Co��unicRtion 

New Amsterdam 
Central Exchange 
Direct Police Line 
�unning CalLS 
Private Fire Alarm bystems 
Radio Communication 

9. Number of Buildin ·s destroyed or
seriously damaged by fire on February, 16th

-

18<' 

142 

12 
63 
89 
13 

3 

2 

l 

3 

1 

1 

2· 

557 
2 

29 
3 

4 

42 

3 

13 

23 

1 

During the :r·ebruary 16th Dis+ur' .. ancus, a number of buildings 
were destroyed by fire in Gsorgetown o.s i.well as some seriously 
damaged. This list is shown separately at Appendix A, Other 
buildings that were seriously damaged by fire during 1962 in 
Georger.own are as follows -
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(i) A sin�le storey building measuring approximately
40 1 x 2� 1 covered with galvfinised roof, situcted in the 
�otanical Gardens, Georgetown and cwned by the British Guiana· 
Government. rhe bu�lding suffered severe strictural damage 
and thousands of ampty milk bottles 1.1;::re also d r.i�ged by fire. 
(30.3.62 - 6.oo p.m.) 

(ii) A wooden buildir!g of two floors, meas1iring e.pproxima tely 
75 1 x 50 1

, covered with galvi.nised roof, situated at Croal and 
Cornhill 0treets, Georgetown, an{ owned by D•Asuiar �ros., Ltd.� 
Brickdam and Cornhill Street. n portion of the roof of the 
building was comrletely destroyed by fire. (2.4.62 - 7.29 p.m.) 

,., . \) - ,r S . (' . 

(iii) � wooden kitchen, completely detached from a house
situated at Lot 29 Fort street, Kingston, measuring approxima"ely 
5 1 x 4 1

, owned by Mr. V. Grant of 27 Fort Street, Kingston. Inside 
of kitchen burnt and kitchen utensils and foodstuffs destroyed. 
(9.4.62 - 1.20 a.m.) 

(iv) A wood�n building of two floors, measuring approximately
30 1 x 24 1

, covered with galvanised roof, situated at Lot 1 00 1 

Hadfield Street, Wortmanville, owned by Olga Hall uf tha same 
address with bottom flat occupied by Mr. b&njamin and family and 
hlla Lord. lhe contents of the builcing were com.letely 
destroyed and tl:,e interior of the �alls and roof burnt. (20.4.62 -
4.26 a.m.) 

(v) A single s�orey wooden building measuring approximately 
12' x 6 1

, covered with galvanised roof, situatea at East 
Ruimveldt Public Road, owned by Mr. Lennox King of '�E' hardina 
Street, ,1ortP.anville and used by r.im as a :Drug .::>tore. Roof and 
walls burnt and stock com�leteli,destroyed. (14.11.62 - 2.32 a.m.) 

(vi) A two-flat wooucn bt.ildir:g cov�red with slate roof 
measuring approximn �ly 70 1 x 40 1

, situated at Lot 1 Fi5h Street, 
Newtown, Georgetown, owned by the New Building Society and 
occupied by their. on the upi.er floor. Ground floor occupied by 
Lee's photo studio, Dr. Claude �&nbow's �ental Surgery and 
hohamed 1 s failorinc �stablishmvnt. lerge quantities of sundry 
equipment damaged by fire and water and extensive structural 
damage donu to.building by fire and smoke. (6.12.62 - 4.05 p.m.) 

New Amsterdam 
buildinv.s Destroyed 

(i) 0 na wooden !mi 1ding ot two fl11ore measuring npproxitilAtely 
60 1 x 40 1 covered by galvanised roof, known as the Providence 
Congregational Church, situated at �rovidence, Ea�t Bank, Eorbice 
and owned by the Congregational Body of British Guiana (�7.2.62 - ·1.35 

a.m.)

(ii) A one flat wooden building measuring approxima�ely 24 1

x 20 1 with galvanised roof, situa.ted at I,a.chaber, •.;est Canj� 
berbice, owned by Messrs. Bookers Sugar Esta�es Ltd., and occupied 

by Mr. King and family. (12.5.62 - s.53 p.m.) 

" .. .., . .

(iii) •....•
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(iii) A one-fl&t wooden buildinG measuring a�;roxirr.ately 30 1 
x

60 1 covered with ·alvanised roof situ::-, ,ea at Hampsr:ire Villa£;e, 
�orentyne ]3crbice owned and occupied by rr. s. �!adray and zamily.
(4.8.62 - 3.20 p.m.). 

(iv) h thatct-roofed building built on ;te ground, !"'easuring 
approximately 20 1 x 12,, situated nt 1-ampslilire vtllage, <.;orentyne, 
Berbice, owned by yr. b. Y;;�nr:csarrmy of tte sal"'.e address, and occupied 
by his family and Y. �orris. (26.12.62J.11.15 a.m.) 

Rural Areas 

�� ldings .JJe stroyt;d 

·( i) A one-flat 
15 1 with galv�nised 
Demarara, owned and 
pletely des,royed. 

wooden building measuring ap-ro imately 20• x 
roof, situ,ttd at Craig yillaue, East Lank 
occupied by I-crold Doobay and fami1y. Bui:tding com-
(24.1.62) - 1.40 a.m.) \ 

(ii) A one-flat wooden building ,�asuring ap�roxirna•ely 40' x 30 1
, 

covered witl galvanise and shingle roof, situated at 161 Lamaha 
Street, pewtown, Kitty, East coast nemerara, owned by �eorge �itford of 
the sa�e eddress rnd occupied by Ramroop JairGm and family. 
building Completely destroyed. (11.5.62 - 3.40 p.m.) 

(iii) A wooden tene!"'ent building rr:e�suring approxin�tely 
75 1 x 20 1 standing on brick pillars and covered with galvanised 
roof, situated at .1inasor .i..orE:st, West coest nemerara, owned and 
occupied by rr. Pung-Kee-Fung of the same address. Entire building 
destroyed by fire. (31.5.62 - 1.30 p.c.) 

(iv) A one-flat wooden building m asuring approximately 20 1

x 19 1 cove ed with galvanised ro,f, situnted at 39 lrince William 
Street, Flaisance, East Coast Demr,rara, owned by k noo Kisaoon of 
the same address and occupied by hr. �rancis De Nobrega as a grocery 
and hardware si;ore. .i.Le entire building was destroyed by fire. 
(6.11.62 - 11.15 a.m.) 

vuildings seriously uamaged: 

(i) A wooden building of two floors measuring approximately 
25 1 x 20 1 covured witli galvar:ised roof, situn.ed at La .t'enitence 
Public 1'.oad, owned by the Governrrent of .uri tish Guiana and used 
on the ground floor by the La .i.enitence post Office, tte top flat 
being occupied by .hr. J.B. Lorir;ier, Fostrr.cster. 'i:he roof, floor anrl 
walls of the.building �ere.burnt. (s.1.62 - 7.54 p.m.)

(ii) h stvd-type wooden buildinJ knvwn as the Fouderoyne �aw rills 
measuring approxtmatcly 160 1 x 36 1, covered with galvanised roof,

situated at Foudoroyne, �est Eank nemernra, owned ty �r. K. Oheddi 
of Pln. ·,:ales, .-Jest rank Deme.rara. A lart:" :t:..,.:: :ion of tte building 

' 

• 

was d·,l!B.ged e;y fire. (14.5.62 ..,. 6�'15 p.m.) • 

10. uisturbances
I 

The dis�urbances of february, 16th were a �a�or test for 
tte �fficiency and fi�tting spirit of tte Brigade. Despite the 
many ol)stacle s and adverse cor diii.ons "that prevailed, however, the 
Brir:ade pid a very co1, 1.,cnda l,le ,job. 

fhe first indication of civil co� otion was the report that

tear-gas was affecting the"fire�en at be�tr81 �ire station. 
Because of this, car.ned app innces were immediately dispersed to

,._ 
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purpose of recrouping aF necesb' y. 
, 

r, 

/points •• � •• 

-

.. 



'\ 

-7-

points ,.utside tte gas-affected are�d efforts nade to organise tLem 
int� individual and self-reliant uni s with unrestricted mobi�ity. 
liadio contact was maintained between these units for the purpose of 
regrouping as necessary. 

It was immediately decided to mobilise off-duty personnel, but 
jhrough the lack of el�ctricity which prevented the sounding of the 
general alarm sirens this had to be done on a 'snow-ball' system which 
proved t� be most effective. out of a total stren;th in Georgetown 
of 154 regular memuers, 146 reported in good time. Seventeen auxiliary 
�embers out of a total of 40 also reported promptly for duty. 

While fig:t.ting fires tr.e fire briGade personnel came under attack 
from hostile crowds who stoned them. In one instance ttey were 
qctually under rifle fire and the water tender suffered daMage in 
seven plaoas by bullets� One fireman narrowly escaped injury when 
a bullet grazed his leg and damaged a rubber boot he was we,ring. 
Permission was sought at an early stage tor.ave armed escorts with 
the fire engines but this could not be made available until later in 
the day. 

Bravery 

fwo firemen were awarded bronze modals of the Society for the 

protection of Life from lire for gallantry displayed during the 
disturb�nces of 16th February. 

On that day, those two firemen were attending a fire in Regent 
street. �he fire involved tall wooden buildings which were blazing 
fiercely and giving �ff billowing flames mor6 th&n half-way �- o�l 
across Regent Street wti�h was on the leeward side of the fire. 
A woman was seen to be lying on the psv�ment with h&r clothes smoking 
and about to catch fire from tre fierce radiated tePt. 1he firemen 
r�shed forward about 50 yards through the area, �icked up the woman, 
and carried her to safety, then continued their fire-figr.ting 
operations. 

l.:t was noted tbat i;te teat was so intense tLc::t it was physically 
impossible for them to turn and retrace tteir s,:eps. rtey ?icked up the 
woman and were fortunete enough to make their way about 10 yards 
furtter into an alleyway to gain protection from the rad�ated heat. 

11ater Supj:ly 

Luring a crucial four-hour period when all tle tires were ra;ing, 
there was no pressure in the water mains. ihis lack of water meant 
that tte method of attack on the fires had to be rapidly revised. 
Siilo.ller fires were brought under control by the use of water tenders 
which sarried their own supply of water (approximately 600 gallons 
each). ht larger fires open water supplies were used. This meant 
that fire engines could no• be employed as advantaguously as 
desired, and long linGs of r.o·se bad to be run out to get the jets 
of water at the required position. 

fhe Engineer-in-Chief of the �eorg ·town �ewera e and �&ter Works 
and his deputy worked extremely hard under the most trying conditions 
�o keep water flowing in the mains. 1.he fact that they did not succeed 
in acr.ieving this on the afternoon of the 16th does not detract, however,from the tremendous effort they made to help.

/Fires ••.•• 
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I'ire s: 

At least 30 fire calls were re«eived and attended to between 
12.51 p.m. and 10.42 p.m. on 16tt Lebruary. Of these, four were 
malicious false alarms, and sever.teen can cle?.rly and reliably 
be put down to celiberate incendiarism. 

Three serious fires burned simultaneo11sly, two if them, the · 
Camp atid --harlot ta Stnrn ts Fire ar:d tl e one at RE;gent end hi&h Streets 
started wit .. :.h 2D minutes of each other, while tr.e third, at 
Lombard and Leopold Streets, started about an hour after. The re­
sources of the Erigede were tten spread out in an effort to deal with

all thret situations in the best way pos�ible • 
. l 

The worst fire was in the Wnter Street area. Ttis resulted 
from rapid spread from tl.e TIE.gent and pigh Streets fire which 
shortly aft�r was most seriously added to by the incendiarism 
com�{tted on Kirpalani's Store at the junction of Regen� and 
water Streets. rhese two fires spread very rapidly, getting out of 
hand and overwtelming the resources of the Bri�ade. The looting ar.d 
utter disregard of the law was also a contributory factor to the 
spread of fire, particularly since many persons wbo would have 
helped by patrolling tteir premises were afraid to do so in th� 
circumstc1nce s. 

Bookers Head �ffice on Water street was protected by a modern 
sprir:kler and dr"ncher system but ur.fortu1;w.tely some entti.siastic 
but inexp;;rienced helpers \Jent around in the buildir:g deliberately 
br�Gking sprinkler heads to allow water to flow.· This action 
was a contributory factor to the to al destruction of that building 
because, since tr.ere was no ,ressure in the wc-,ter mains, the 
sprinkler system was relying on the w.ter stored in its pressure 
tank. 

Lessons Le�unt 

One of tl:e lessons lerrnt in t· is sE.ries of fires is that the 
Fire b�ig�de with its pres nt equipment can 1e ove�whelmed rapidly 
and forced onto tte defensive Eald 1�ept on the defensive most of the 
time durirg a vury large fir • It is felt elso thrt th re si ould be 
an increase in tr.e reserve equipl!'ent for use in large-scale fire fii;:hting. 
The purchaseoi seven new applir,r..ces of the Land Rover type should, 
therefore, be considered, each to be capable cf p��ping 400 gallons 
per minute at 100 lbs. p r square inch pressure and yt t be Lii:hly 
maneu�able in both town and country areas. 

rhe st�tistics relating to fire calls also point to the need 
for intensifying our p ·ogramr-,e of educating the public to a 
deeper consciousness of the need for good house-keeping and proper 
car� ·an0 cain,cnance of domestic appliances. 

11. Special Service Galls

�he �rigade carried out 189 special services during the year
in addition to responding to fire calls and ambulance calls. 
These services are classified as chargeanle and non-charceable, 
rumanitarian s-rvices being non-chargeable, and all other types 
being charged at the approved standard rates. 

Summary of Speeial fervice Calls 
attended �uring 1962 

Snlvi:iging vessels in Lsrbour and at sea 
Filling tanks and vessels 

28 
81 

.. 

. 

.. .. 
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vtandin,z by at public entertainments - 19 
Resetting couplinus and chargine extinguishers 
Destruction of Cimma tograph Films 
Jt'lusting Koker s 
Rescue 01 µorsons and vessels adri11 at 
sea or in harbour 
Rescue of persons from overturned van 
lowing amphibian aircraft from mud-bank 
into deep water 

- 22
8
7 

5 
1 

1 
- 17hiscellaneous 

lluring tt,e year tl,o sum 
ser\ices rendered, yielding a 
The amount re�aining wns pnid 

of $4,335.68 was collected from special 
revenue to Government of $3,039.68. 

service a. 

River appliances 
Land applie.nce s 

12. Leave

Casual

$ 

� 

to �he kiremen w�o p6rformed the 

R{;venue Denosits iot�l 

1371.41 248.84 1620.25 
1668. 27 1047.16 2715.43 

3039. 68 1296.00 4 33 5.68 

A total of 2289 da:s' casual leave was grunted to persornel 
averaging 13 days taken per Man. 

Vacation 

Fifty-two men �roceeded on vacntion ecve, 2nd the total number 
days leave granted for the yeur wis 4370, nn average of 84.04 days 
per applicant� 

The general henlth of nll personnel continued to be most sntisf�ctory 
throu�hout the year. A total of 1024 dnys sick leave was granted 
to p�rsonrel, makinc En av�rage of 6 days per man, as compared with 
9 days for the previous year. 

13. Discipline

Fourteen cases of discipline wore dealt �itt rusulting as
fallows -

Confinen��t to barracks 
Admoi.islied 
Reprimands 
Withdrcwn 

Pound not guilty 
warned 

14. ResL;nntion anf. deaths

-1

- 1

- 5

- 1
- 4

- 2

lJuring the year one Ler ding FireP.1an and -t:hn:e .l:'iremen re signed
from tbe sl;rvice. One 1,eading .i:'ir.LnT,n and two :!!

1inemen died. 

15. 'l.'ransfers

During the -��ar the Chie f Fire Officer was transferred to the

/hong Kong •••••• 
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Hong Kong Fire bervice after s�rving with tte brieade here for 
15 years. The station Officer in ch�rge of �ew Amsterdam Unit was 
also transferred to Fire �rigade headquarters, Georgatown. 

16. Promotions

One �eoding Fireman wcs proooted to the rRnk of Section Leadar
during tl·e year, and two firemen to the rank of Leading Fireman. 

17. Ambulance valls

'.!.he number of a, bulance calls attended curing tte year was
12,088 of which 9,937 were emer�ency calls. Tt5 a�b�lPnce travelled 
a distance of 138,759 miles. 

Chur;:eable Cases 

In �eorgatown ambulances undertook tte conveyance of 95 cases 
for wr,icb cl'arges were rade and in .!ew Amste·rdam there\rere 11 such 

I 

c�ses deriving a total income of $203.00.

Mentel Cases 

Ore hundred end forty-seven �ental p&tionts were conveyed by 
aLbulance from the Georeetown lospital to the 1ransport and Harbours 
D6partmsnt opecial ambulance car, thence by steamer and am�ulance to 
the Ment"l Hospital • 

.-\.tkinson F'ield 

Acbulances respondbd to calls from Atkinson �ield on 108
occasions to convey to the �eo �etown poFpital sick o· injured p�rsons 
arriving by plane from the interior. 

18. .Craining

(a) Local

Ihe training of �rig�de Iersonnel was well maintained throughout 
the year and went a long way towards maintaining the generalstandard of 
efficiency set in the past. "Practical drills were cnrricd out with 

appliances and eqLlipment, nnd special �raining in the use of breathing 
app;ratus and ro�uscit�tors undert£ken. 

Training in first aid also continued at ttu �t. John Ambulance 
Brivade headquarters. Ten rnerbers pasfan examination in First Aid 
during the year and were cwarded certific tcs of proficiency. 

The training of Auxiliary f�rsonnel nlso continued. The Training 
Camp held annunlly nt AtLir:son .1:ield was, however, postponed due to 
lack of accommodation. 

( b ) Ov er seas 

The system of overseas training in the �nited Kingdom continued, 
two subordinate officars being nominated during the year for study 
courses at the i·ire Service Coll8,?"e. one officer also pursued a 
scholarship course at the .1:ire Se�vice College offered by an Insurance 
Company to a senior member of the brigade. 

/19 ••.•.• 
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19. Logg s�rvice �edal

Two reading Fire�en nnd one !ircman were recommended 
for the award of the Coloniql Fire bri:ade Long Service,�edal. 
one Section Leader was als�40Q.mmended for "the 25 yanrs Closp and one 
Le, ding J!irer.ir,n for the 25 ye2rs and 30 ye£,rs clasp. 

20. Fire �.1evention

A total of 11,876 inspections, und·r the terms of the 
£ire Provention Ordinance No. 19 of 1954, were rn�de throughout the 
Colony. fhesc included 906 full scnle ins�ections, 2,980 special 
and good will inspect .ons, Gnd 7,990 routine and follow-up visits. 
Pro• osed new buildings and alterntions to existing buildings were 
also inspected. Specic-11 att ntion W8.s :1lso .•iven to hospitals, 
nursi�g h�mes, totels, gueEt houses and boardinCT end loa�ing houses 
and thu J�neral response to recommendations submitted for action 
wns good. 

Lectures and drills in the use and operation of fire 
equipffient as well as cv cu�tion exercises, were carriad out ct 
Goverrmant buildincs, lo�pitals, qcho·ls, fotels and Commercial 
pr1;. mises. 

inspections were also carried out at new industri 1 concerns 

and sugar factories with a view to advising on the fire protection 

measures to be adopted. Volunte.r units at these concerns carried 

oui fire fi ;l,ting displays which prove( to be satisf�ctory. 

It isrnted that, with the coming into being of the re­
developrent scheme for tha burrt-eut area1 concrete buildin�s will
be erMcted instead of wooden buildin·s. 1tis is certainly a step in 
tLe rigbt direction =1s it will reduce considera ... 17 tbe risk of 
fire spreadin, · in the Comrr.ercial '"'rea. 

Allocationof tire Equ:umcnt 

.i:.,m.nguisher s 

J.'wo-gallon foam 
Cher.iical 1:''oam 
wu tcr Type 
c.T.c.

tther l!.guipme nt 

Buckets 
Erancbe s 
Delivery Hose

�orris \·1ashers 
Suction rose 
Wall VElve 
Nozzles 
Rope 

- �l

2
- 58

- 11

227 

3 

5 

14 
l 
1 
2 

2� ft. 

nir .1: oam 
Chemical i·oam 
Water CO2 
i:>ora Acid 
c.r.c.

Fire Pretection work in Government building§ 

153 
82 
26 
91 
33 

During the year und�r review approval was sou&Lt to employ 
a p,nsioner to se-, ice out-district fire pumps and m�int2in the 
fixed pumping instcllations and portable fire pumps nt the wental 

/pospi tal ••.•••••• 
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Hospital, t.ahaica rospit�l, .ucst Fospital, Suddie, Chnrity, 
bartica and hnzaruni lrisons. Recent inspections of these pumps 
have shown that due to the lnck of !::.ttention and proper maintcm,.nce 
in some casvs, their stand[rd periormance was far from satisfnc+ory. 
Consequently, it is felt that if their efficiency at all times 
-were to be ensured, then e:ich should be visited at ler.st once 
monthly, this recomwend .tion has not been 2dopted. 

Suddie Hos,)i tal 

�he qu�stion of re�oving the fire pump and ancillary fire 
equipment from the xublic Works uepartment Compound nnd resiting 
same at the 0udeie �ospital compound -was the subject of discussion 
with the Heads of Uep.rtments concerned. �his was agreed to be 
necessary since the pospital presented the gre2test risk to loss 
of life in the evc�t of fire. It was also urged that Govern�ent 
Officers in and around the suddie compound should �ssist in- operat­
ing the fire pump in case of fire, and to this erd the Police, 
fospital personnel and Public iorts Uepartrent 0ta11, were 
trained to operate the �ump and refresher courses 01 training 
arranced monthly to ensure maximum efficiency. 

Funds were, towever, not available to provide a sme.11 pump­
house to nccomwodate the fire pum1 and ancillary equipment. 

Ch:.ri ty and l'om_roon 

A5reeMent was re·ched on the question of providing an expanded 
metal enclosure under the lolice �tntion � vharity so that the 
fire p.mp could be toused there. �t is expected thct this would 

be done as soon as the ne1ess&ry funds ere available. 

On the que:stio'n of the forlllDtion of an Auxiliary unit in 
tbe Pemeroon, a number of voluriteers were treincd in the use 
and operetion of the existing fire equipment with a view to 
assisting in fishting fires. It wcs, howev r, obsarvea thst 
lire r�evention Ordinance �o. 7 of 1957 did not include the 
Porneroon among tL6 ar�as where such n unit could be formed. 
Arran�enents were, therefore, made for the chedule of the 
Ordir.ance to be amended to include the :fO'llowing o.re£;S - Pomeroon/ 
Charity, 5uddie, Vreed-en-Hoop, Wism�r and Dartico.. In the rr.ean­
tirne, drill� arc being ht..ld i::onti1ly. ·rte volunteers show a 
keen interest &nd are progressing satisfactorily. 

Fire Alarm lystem 

This matLer was discussed 8t a rne&ting held at the h:nistry 
of 11orks and hydraulics o L wl.ich 1'1inistry '-':tfici_als, -ngincer-in-
0bief, J.elecornmunicati .. ns, nnd the Chief pire Officer attended. 
The type of equipment recommended by the ..:i.np:ineer-in-1.,hief for 
all institutions was one wtich wo�ld reduce ±Llse alarrs to a 
minimum and achieve stando't·disation throu tout all Departments. 
It was agreed that the system coulo be installed when funds are 
available. • 

1ublicity propaganda 

iire �revantion slides continued to be e ·hibited on tr.e 

screens of C inemns 
��nagers wJrc also 

in ueorcr�town and �ew Amsterdam. 
advised to projact notices on th� 

/tteir •••• 
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their �i�emas discouraging pqtrons from encumbering pavemer-s 
ou side ciner.ao in Georbetown, witt theLr uicycles. This 
prFctice tended to o s ruct ci�e�a exits which would Le danger­
ous in the avent of an emersency. Ii'.:::gul'.r patrols by the 
Police and Con� ab�l�r:r were! ut into operation to ensure thrt 
the pavements were kept unoostructed. 

l-ublic b'.elations 

lire �1eventior booths were on display ct f&irs sponsored 
by the Uitvlugt Community Council End the Len ue of �oloured 
1- eoples. -' icture s de pictiq', various asp�ct s of 1 irs: .J:-revention
were exhibited. �he Fire Prevention Drench at �aw Amsterdam
aleo r�eld ·displu� s nt the invitation of St • .hlb?.n I s church and
tbe Lutheran Church, New Ar.sterdam. On eacr: occ2sion a large
number of people attended ard showed a �een interest in the

pr o�\j·dings • 

.1he boys of t}Je Albouystown, Y.n.C.A., were ulso eiven 
displays a�d training in the use und ope. tion of !ire equi;ment. 

Press conference8

........ ' 

The good relations between tho �ress and the Brig�de 
continued. pour �ress Conferences wer teld during the ye�r 
and among matters discussed were oil stove fires Pnd children 
playinG with matches. The Press oo-operated and gave publicity 
to the points r�ised. 

A nl-w Land Rover wns p oh2.sed _during .the yerr nnd put 
at the disposal of thu Fire trevention staff. This has helped 
tremendously in accelerQting inspections especially in the Rural 
Areas. A small Godiva Lightweight Portable Fire Fump hns �lso 
been installed in this vehicle along with ancillary fire 
equipment. 

Visits 

Organised groups of school chil9rcn, Police Recruits and 
members of Youth cluts visited the Fire �tation an� Fire :rcvention 
branch. �hey were 8lso taken on a tour of the Fire Doat 
station. A lively interest was shown by nll. 

General 

The year under review was the busiest in tho ristory 
of the Fire bric�de, and imposed considerable strGin on thE staff, 
particularly during tr,1:,; disturbances in :l.''ebruary. Nevertheless, 
co�menda�ie courage and fichting sririt were displ�yed through­
out. As can be seen from the report, evLry effort was employed 
with rcasonublc success, to keep nbreGst of the latest technic�l 
knowled6e nccess�ry to cope not only with the proble�s posed by 
actual fires out also with the 2xpcnding fi�ld of fire prevLntion 
in & wooden city. 

' I 

' . 

I hnve the ronour to be, 
l•1adam, 

Your of-�d;;,
t ser�2n}j,, .. ·-·

'-

Cbief pire Officer 
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wnenditure - British Guiana Fire Brigr.de 

1962 

Head 23 - Ministry of Home Affairs - Fire 
l'rev<.:ntion Departuent 

bub Head 

Tokl, 

:rot".l, 

Total 

Totr.l 

ii tle of 

}er son£'�1 

itner 

Sub Lead 

Er:1olur_:ents 

Cb rgas 
Transport and Tfavelling 

Fuel, Oil and Grease 

-"xpenditure 

$435, 279-56 

ll,781,)l 

7,480.52 

Spares, Repairs and Replace-
monta 32,0}3.51 

Alllbulance and First Aid

Equipment 861,9} 

Au:Kilir..ry ltnit 1,641.92 

MP.intc.nnnce of Pipelines in 
Cormarciul /tr1;;u 522.94 

Uniforms nnd �edding 28,032,33 

Fun�ral Expenses 

?-lisco llt;neoue 2,576.65 

Total Otncr Ch&rges $ 84,931.10 

.E:ltU� Qr d innr:£ 

Purchase of Equipment 6,772.32 

Auxili'1ry Firo Equipment 
etc. for Govt:::rhmcnt 
Buildings 6,968.90 

Totnl Extrr-.ordimry a 13,741.22 

Syr,:mn;i.:i 

Person�l Emoluments 

other Ch£:r gfJ s 

R"currcnt Vote 

E;xtr�ordinpry 

Totnl of Hcr.d 

i 435,279.% 

84,931.10 

520,210.66 

13,741.22 

� s,, 951.88
==*=:==!======== 
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Buildings destroyed or seriously dam�ged by 
fire in Georgetown on 16th Februrry, 1962 

buildin�s nestroyed 
� 

(i) Two woodGn buildings of two floors with gclvanised
roof situnted ut Lot 201 c�mp and Charlotte Streets owned by Mr. 
Ldghill of Kingston, J,::org6tow1'l. lop floor wr�s used as dwellings 
2nd the bottom floor housed r. nur.-ber of businesses including fbnni I s 
Dry Goods store, Austin's R2dio Shop and Burrowes' Drug store 
(3.20 p.m.) 

(ii) h Three-flat wooden buildiPg, mensuring approxim2tely 
90' x 40 1 covered with gslvnnised roof, situ,ted nt Regent and 
Figh �tnets, owned by l<,ssrs. 1.,entral Gnrr:=sc Ltd., Eigh bt:eeet. 
Ground rloor W2S occupied by Th�ni Brothers, u. �oo-r icg And D.c.

Lnm nnd the first end s8cond floors were used as storerooms by 
Centr�·l •""+:-.rui.;e Ltd., nnd l.h .. ni rrothcrs. (3.40 p.m.) 

(iii) A wooden building of two floors ce�suring approxia�tely
75 1 x 35 1 with �rlvr nized roof nn6 �round floor of concrete, 
situnted at Lot 23 Lo�b�rd Street, owned by hr. H. �tweroo of 
D'---dw. rd Vill ge, :est vo,st .1..,2rbice. Ground floor occupied by 
Br.:tn Shoe Compirny ;:rnc, first floor by t·,rs·. �"'cchus o.nd io£•rders. 
(4.36 p.m.) 

(iv) Several large wooden nnd concrete bu·ldinga in the�wer
Regbnt streut areL, owned by tr. 1ouis Bollers and �r. L. Schuler, 
c/o lr. De Freitns, 252 �urr�y street, nnd occupied by Dyal's Dry 
Goods Store ete. (5.22 p.rn.) 

(v) n two-ilct brick building with �ooden floors measuring 
�p roxim��ely 80 1 x 60' with gnlvnnized roof, situ�ted at Lot 29 �ater 
��·rtiet, Gf:org0town, owncei by hr. P.D. 11iddup of 9 �econd Avenue, 
�ubrycnville ana oc�upied by LE.,ssrs. l.-ro0i0 and Rniner Ltd., 
Groc ry 2nd �rug Stor€ and Co�vercinl AJbncies. (5.37 p.m.) 

(vi) ·h one-fl�t builcing covered with 6rlvanised roof known
es Bro�ie and Rainer 0 h: rf, situctod ct Lot 29 1�ter street, owned 
by brodie rlciner Ltd., 8nd occupied by tessrs. Brodie 0nd Rainer 
� toreroom, "olgate ..1; ::-· lrr olive storeroon nnd D 1 .nguiar Brothers 
,,orLsb op. 

(vii) A wooden builditg of two floors covered wi tL galv:rnised
roof, situnted nt Lot 28 ii;:tcr str.:, t, owned and occu:)ied by L. Ka•vnll 
Ltd. 

(viii) J-i. wooden building covered wi tb gnlvc.nis-d roof si tunted 
at rot 26/27 W, ter Strebt 1 owned by .uc �reitas Ltd., and occupied 
by De i·reitas �aw I.ills 8nd Uffice, D 1 .i-.guio.r brotters •-iorksi op, 
tartin 1 s elcir:g Shop,,,. Ulc.sgow and Sons lur:1tcr vard c..nd Ger.cral 
Store and �to �ik and Comp. ny. 

(ix) h wooden building 01 two floors with gclvanized roof 
.si tucted at Lot 25 i,,/f,ter .Stre, t, owned by .uo i·r i t":.s Ltd., and 
occupied by v.L. Forshaw anc son and �ric &toby nGe,cies. 

(x) ,\ two- lat wooden buildin6, bottom floor of ,rick and
wooden structure known �s �otn Fernandes Wh�rf situLted at 24 �nter 
Street, li-eorge town, o',med ty r'.r. Jol,n P _rn8 ndec s of 69 rhird Avenue 
�ubry· nville and occupied by John rernar.des Ltd., and C.A. }hil ips. 

/(:xi) •..... 
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(xi) A small two-flat building and a one-flnt shed type structure
situated at 24 Water street, Georgetown, owned by the '�yor and 

Town council and ufc.ed as a Lunicipal Perking Area. 

(xii) A wooden building of two floors and whnrf, both covered
with galvanised roof, situated at Lot 54/55 Water stre t, �eorgetown, 
owned and oecupied by tessrs. J.i. Santos and Company. 

(xiii) A concrete building of two floors and wh rf, covered 
with galyanised roof, siturted at Lot 49/53 Water Street, Georgetown 
owned by Bookers Central troperties Ltd., and occupied by Bookers 
General Store and �harf. 

(xiv) A brick building of three floors covered with galvanised
roof situ�ted at 49/53 Water Street, owned by bookers Central 
Properties Ltd., nnd occu·ied by Dookers Shipping Office. 

(xv) A wooden buildinG of two floors and wbf·rf covued with
GalvLnised roof, siturted at rlobb and "at�r Streets, �eorgetown, 
ow�ed by Bookers 6entral Properties Ltd., and occupied by bookers D�ug 
Store and Head Office. 

(xvi) A three-flat wooden building, eround floor of concrete, covered
with galvar.ised roof, situnted at Lot �3/44 fater and Regent Streets 
owned by Bookers Central froperties Lta., nnd occupied by Bookers 
Cycle nnd Office Equipment Store, Davson 1 s caribbean Agencies and 
Bookers Tailoring 1st£blisbment. 

(xvii) � two-flat wooden building covered with galvanised.roof,
situated at Lot 42 Water and Regent Streets owned by Jaikoran and 
Sons and occupied by Kirpalani Ltd., £nd G. Watts Watch Repnir 
£.stablishr.1ent. 

(xviii) A wooden building of two floors covered with �alv2nised
roof, situated nt 43 \1ater street, owned by Juiknn::n and .:Jons and 
occupied by Jaikarnn's �rug Store and Crown Life l�surance Company. 

(xix) a wooden building of two floors covered with galvanised
roof, situc.teq nt Lot 40 Water Str�et, Ueorg·-town, owned by 
�r. R.G. Bumpbr� and oc�upied by R.G, Humptrey and.Ions Ltd., 
Humphrey's Barber Shop and Jean's Hairdressing Saloon, 

(xx) A two-flat wooden building covered with galvanised roof
situated at Lot 9 W2ter Street, Georgetown, owned by Mr. F.G. De Souza 
nnd occupied by the Coloricl Hardwar• Store and Williams' Boarding 
House. 

(xxi) A two-flat brick building covered with galvanised roof, 
siturted at Lots 6 and 8 Weter �treet, Georgetowr., tnown as the 
Russian Hear Spirit Shop, owned by �r. c.�. �ight of 278 Forshaw 
Street, �ueenstown. 

(xxii) A two-flat wooden building covered with galvanised roof,
situated at Lot 201 Camp �treet, owned by kr. A,W. �t. Hill and 
hiss P • .it)orenco, and occu,ied on the gro�nd floor by Searchlight 
Dry Goods Store, the top floor being used as a dwelling house. 

(xxiii) A concrete building of three floors 1rnown as Rayman I s
building covered with zinc roof, situated et �ot 10 Regent and 
high Streets, owned by 1'.r. J. L. Hayman of 302 Church and· Enst 
Streets, and occupied by Kirpalani's Pousehold and Lurniture Depart­
ment, Rayman's &;encies, Guinna �ontr:.ctors Ltd., Velvet Touch �eauty 
sslo0n, University of the est Indies, �ytrn hural Lepnrtcent, 
Foster and Company Ltd., Caribbean Atlantic Life Insurance Company 
Ltd., etc. 

/ (:,ociv) •••• 

. 
# ,. 

0 

0 

•



0 

0 

t 

/Gc.te 

-3- ") 

tx.x1v) A two-�lat wooden building covered with galvanised 
roof situated at �egent and Fincks streets, owned by Mr. Frencis 
Lopes and occupied by standard Pawnbrokery. 

(xxv) A two-flat wooden building situated at Lot 30/31
Regent and Fincks str ets, covered with galvanised roof, owned 
by Messrs. l!'erreira and Gomes, and occupied by brown Betty Dairy and 
Restaur8nt, Ferreira and Gomes Dry Goods store, Morchant and Traders and 
Prakash Insurnn�e Agency. 

(xxvi) A two flat wooden building covered with zinc roof
situnted at Lot 23 Lomb8rd Street, owned by Y�. G. Sharma and 
occupied by G.E.Knouri's Dry Goods Store and the India Boarding 
house. 

(xxvii) A two-flnt wooden building covered with zinc roof, 
situ..., ted at Lot 24 Lombard Street, owned by one t-ir. Narine and 
occupied by Poul's TGiloring Lst�blishment and vobin 1 s Tailoring 
Bstablishment. 

(xxviii) A two-flr t wooden building covered with zinc roof,
situated at Lot 24/25 Lombard Street, owned by Mr. J.T. Mekdeci of 
18 Lombard Street and occupied by Hussain's Dry Goods Store, H.M. 
Singh 1 s Dry Goods Store, r1£1.rnj's Dry Goods Store, silver City 
Eoarding and Lodging Hou.e and tenement buildings. 

(xxix) A two-flat wooden building covered with zinc roof,
situ�ted'at Lot 10/11 Lombard Street, owned and occupied by the 
P�re Cane !violasse s compr-.ny Ltd. 

(xxx) A two-flat wooden building covered with zinc roof, situated
at Lot 9 Lombard Street, owned by �r. �eorge hanowan of Lot 7 - 9 
L&mnha Street and occupied by panoman's New Store. 

(xxxi) A two-ilat wood nnd brick building covered with zinc
roof, situnted at Lot 7 Lombard street, owned by Mr. A.S. D'Andrade 
of 39 .fviain Street, und occupied by tho Golden/Spirit Shop and the 
Golden Gate boarding Eouse. 

(xxxii) A two-flat wooden building covered with zinc roof,
situated at Lot 6 Lombera Street, owned by �r. N• Samuels of 114 
Regent and Albert streets and occupied by National Drug Store, 
Samuels' General �tore rnd the 1�ew Delhi Bo,:trding P.Ouse. 

(xxxiii) A two-flnt wooden building covered witr. sine roof, situated
at Lot 6 LombGrd street, owned by Mr. Bholai Singh of the same address 
and occupied by him as n Dry Goods Store. 

(xxxiv) A two-flnt woodc.n building covered with zinc roof, si tur,ted 
at Lot 25 Leopold Street, owned by Mr. J.T. Mckdeci of 18 LombRrd 
Street and occupied by Kelman I s I<·urni ture Store, Cho Kai I s Restaurant 
and Hunniff 1 s Boarding House. 

(xxxv) A one-flnt wooden building covered with zinc roof, situated
at Lot 25 Lombard street, owned by Kr. C. lnmes of Leopold and Lombard 
Streets &nd occupied by Harris' Joodworking Shop. 

(xxxvi) A two-flnt brick building situr-.tod e.t i-ot 21 Lombard
Strett, owned by the lnternational Pawnbrokery Ltd., and occupied 
by the fawpbrokery and Palestine Dry Goods &tore. 

Buildings seriously .1.Jnmnged 
/(1) •.• 
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(i) A two-storey wooden building with g2lvenised roof,
measuring approxim· tely 40 1 x 25 1

, siturted at 63 �lexander and 
Regent Streets owned and occupied by hr. s. Nawbatt and family. 
A dry Goods store is curried on by thL oc£upant o� the ground floor. 
About 20%·of the building damaged, and stocks extensively da�nged 
by fire, smoke end water. (2.34 p.m.) 

(ii) A two-flat wooden building mensuring approximctely
60 1 x 30 1 covered with galvanised roof and used as a dwelling 
house and dry goods store, owned and occupied by �eorge Sookhoo 
and family of 146 Regent Street, Lacytown. Contents of store 
were comple�ely d stroyed by fire and bottom flQt damaged. (4.54p.m.) 

(iii) A one-flat concre�e building covered with asbestos
cement roofing, situated at Robb and �ntar Streets, owned and 
occupied by the Royal iank of Cunnda. Damage done to some portion 
of roof and southern w&ll of building. 

(11) A two-flat wooden building covered with slate roof,
msasuring approximately 75 1 x 40 1

, situated at Lot 104 Regent 
Street, Lacytown, owned by Mr. V. Yassin of 93 Regent street, 
Lacytown and occupied by Jardim's Tractor and Motor Spares on the 
ground floor, tbe top floor being used as a dwelling house. 
Damage was done to crticles in th� western show window. (2.12.p.m.) 
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