British Buiana

—_—
—--————

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BRITISH GUIANA FIRE BRIGADE
AND AMBULANCE SERVICE

FOR THE YEAR

1962

(Printed by the Authority of His Excellency the Governor).

===

GEORGETOWN, DEMERARA, BRITISH GUIANA.
1964.

C.G.P. & 8. 1260/64.



RBPORT
OF THE
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The Eonouravle,

FPIR:s bRIGADE HeaLUGUARTERS,
Water gtreet, Georgetown,

British Guiana,
9th April, 1964.

Ihe Minister of Home Affairs,
Ministry of Home *ffairs,

Brickdam, Georgetown.

Madam,

I have tke honour to submit for the information of the ponouratle
Minister of gome “ffairs, the Annual Report of thke ‘ritish Guiana Fire

Bri -ade and Ambulance
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2. S tations

There are three
" land stations and one

Service for the year ended 31st December, 1962,

the Prigade at 31st Dec:ember, 1962, was -~

.Chief Fire Officer (ag.)

veputy Chief pire Officer (ag.)
Station Qofficer

Sub Officers

Section leaders

Leading Firemen

Firemen

Class Il Clerks

Clerical Assistants

Bbarrack Labourer

fire stations in the city of Georgetown (two
river station) and one in the town of New 8msterdam.

lthere is need for new stations in Georgetown, but up to the
present time little progress has been made in this direction. The new
station for "ew Amsterdam was occupied on December 10th, 1962,

3. Appliances

the appliances hkela at the end of the vear were -

Georgetown

6 Lennis Water Tenders of 600 g.p.m. capacity, each equipped
with V,H.F, Radio.

2 Austin Champs (Firefly) of 350 g.p.m. capacity each.

1 Pump of 900 g.p.m. capacity.

3 Eathaway right pumps of 150 g.p.m.

1 rire boat of 2,700 g.p.m. capacity, equipped with

V.E.F., Radio.

1l Fire Yoat of 500 g.p.m. capacity.
1 Bedford Ltility Truck.
1 Land Rover Truck.
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1 Godiva Lightweight Iortable ¥ire TFump of

250 - 350 g.p.m. capacity

3 Morris Commercial Ambulances and 1 Land R.ver
type ambulance each equipped with V,E.F. Radio.

New Amsterdam

1 John Kerr Water Tender of 600 g.p.m. capacity
equipyed with V.E.F. Radio.

1 Self-propelled pump of 300 g.p.m. capacity.

1 Austin Champ (”irefly) of 350 g.p.m. capacity.

1 Norris Utility Van. '

1 Morris Commercial ambulance znd 1 land Rover Iype
Ambulance, each equipped with V.k.F., radio.

4. Maintenance

All vehicles and appliances have been maintsined in good order
by the “orkshop Staff. More and tetter workshop accommodation is .
needed if the efficiency of the staff is to be maintained. p{fforts
have been made to obtain the western end of the vant-oficntry bLond
to the south of Mc inroy's muilding for tris purpose but work has not
yet been started on this project.

Extensive repairs were effected in thirteen cases to velicles
which wer: involved in accidents during the year.

5. hydrints
During the year twelve new Lydrants were installed as follows -

Inree in the porth bast la Fenitence hLousing Scheme
Three in the south ~ast La Penitence lHousing Scheme
Five in Newtown Kitty Village
One in Middleton Street, Campbelville
This now makes the total number of hyorants in the city ard its
environs 1,170.

Three of the nine pipelines which were put down to allow the |,
fire boats to pump water quickly into high risk areas were severely
damaged or put out of use as a result of the fires on February 16th.
To combat some of thise fires, the pipeline system was brought
into use by the fire boats, but tkis was not sufficient to have
the desired effect. This is to be expected since the pipeline
system was designed to supplement the city's mair system. pHowever,

the water supply from one of the pipelines was definitely instmumental
in putting out the fire in Bookcrs Rum bond on Water Street, and

this was a most vital fire which, if it had got out of hand, could have
wrecked most of the waterfront and buildings south of .Schumaker

Street.

In New Amsterdam no new nydrants were ihstalled during the yeax
The number of hydrants in that city, therefore, remains at 113.

It is essential that the HBydrant system there he stindardise- so that
all hydrants are of the same pattern as those used in Georgetown.,

6. Equi;ment Received

The following equipment was received during the years

1 Land Rover Jeep
2 Light Alloy hxtension Ladders
6 Noble Jet-spray Branches

/12 Lifebouva. ..
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6. Eguipment Recegiwed (Cunt'd)

12 Lifeouoys
12 Lifejackets
720 feet 13" ‘erylene Rope
12 Schermuly “ockets
6 Porton Rususcitators
1 Prancis b.S. 11 Searchlight
8 - eight foot lensths 4" BSS suction Hose
10 lengths 75' superflex delivery hose
1l hydrant stzandpipe
50 - 2 gallon pressurised Water/Air uxtinguisher
50 -2 gallon Nu Swift #ir Foam mxtinguishers
10 - vuert size Nu Swift C,T.C. Extirguishcers
1 - E.R., 3 Pyrene "wvery Way'" hose Reel
complete with 100 ft. §" hose

7 Torque Wrenches
1 set flashing units and lanmgs

Te Hose

A total of 16,575 feet of hose was held by tke Frigade,
10,425 feet in jeorgetown and 6,150 feet in pew Amsterdam. A rumber
of lenzgths of hose were damagsd or destroyed by fire during the
distuiriances in the city on 16th februsry. *his caused a serious
depletior. of available stocks ana requestis were m.ce for emergency
sup lies onloan from .rinided and barbvados Fire S.rvices. One
kundred lengths were promptly received from rirbados and 40 lengths
from frinidad. It was not possivle to return this hose by the
end of the yeer as supplies ordcred from the United Kingdom were
not received by thvt time. :

8. lire Calls

‘he rrigade responéed to a total of 677 fire calls an
analysis of which is given hereunder,

Georgetown

actual Fires - 410
Late iire Czlls - 42
Falze “larms (good intent) - 13
Yalse “larms (Malicious ~130

lgw Amsterdanl

Actual +'ires - 44
Late Tire Cal%s - 16
False Alarms (good intent) - 22
false #larrs (halicious) - -

ihe number of malicious false alaras aur ng the yeer was
tr.e highest ever rececomded in the history of the Pricasde. There
is grave denzer in tiils irresponsitble practice z: the Brigade
may resporntG to a ralicious false alarm, and in doing so be drawn
away at the same time from a locality where a _enuine call re-
quiring prompt attention is received. JIhe law has, therefore,
been tishtened up to deal firmly with offenders

/Causes.....



Lauses

tlectrical, gas or oil stoves - 92
Boiling over of fats, oils, etc. - 5
Spontaneous Combustion - 2
Crildren playing with matches - 15
wlectrical faults - 150
Careless disposal of cigarette ends

of matches = 106
Elecirical Appliances - 5
Motor Vehicle Faults - 4.
Iznition of inflammable vapours or
substances - 11
Lirty Chimney - 1
Carelesc burning of rubtish - 16
0il lamps, candles or mosquito coils - 5
Welding ' - 4
Malicious setting of fires - 43
Coal Pots and fire places - 2
Ke-1gnition - 14
Unknown B 28
Smoking in bed : - 2

Method of Extinguishing .

by occupants or otker persons using
bucke¥s 02 water or extirguishers

before arrival of the Lrirade - 180
by #lectricity Corporation - 142

Ly the Brirade ‘using -
a) band appliances - 12
b) Hose FReels - 63
c% One jet from pumps - 89
d) Two jets from pumps : otz 13
e) Three jets from pumps - 3
(f) Four jets from pumps - 2
g) Five jets fror pumps - 1
h) Six jets from pumps - 3
i) sighteen jets from pumps - .
Ejg Counterfiring - 1
k) Fire Eeaters - 2°

Methods of calling Fire Brgade
George town
Central Exchange - 557
Police Direct Tine - 2
Running Calls - 29
Private Fire Alarm Systems - %
Radio Coumunicetion - 4
lew Amsterdam
Central Exchange - 42
Direct Police Line - £
Running Cal.s - i
Private Fire Alarm Systems - 23
Radio Communication - 1
9. DNumber of Buildin-s de 2d or
gseriously damgsed by fire on Februgry, 16th

During the Yebruary 16th Disturlances, a number of buildings
were destroyed by fire in GBorgetown aslwell as some seriously
damaged. This list is shown separately at Appendix A. Other
buildings that were seriously damaged by fire during 1962 in
Georgetown are as follows - /( )
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(i) A single storey building measuring approximately
40' x 2n' covered with galvanised roof, situated in the
potanical Gardens, Georgetown and cwned by the RBritish Guiana’
Government. The building suffered severe structural damage
and thousands of empty milk bottles wcre also d mazed by fire.
(30.3.62 -~ 6,00 p.m.)

(ii) A wooden buildirg of two floors, measuring =zpproximately
75' x 50!, covered with galvenised roof, situated at Croal and
Cornhill vtreets, Georgetown, ané owned by D'Aguiar Lros., Ltd..,
Brickdam and Cornhkill Strecst. & portion of the roof of the
building was completely destroyed by fire. (234362 ~ 7.29 p.m.)

4 = p 4 Q .. - —ar .!\.°
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(iii) #» wooden kitchen, completely detached from a house
situated at ot 29 Fort gtreet, Kingston, measuring approximately
5' x 4', owned by Mr. V. grant of 27 Fort Street, Ringston. Inside
of kitchen burnt and kitchen utensils and foodstuffs destroyed.
(9.4.62 - 1.20 a.m.)

(iv) A wooden building of two floors, measuring approximately
30! x 24', covered with galvanised roof, situated at ot 'OO!'
Hadfield Street, Wortmanville, owned by Olga Hall of the same
address with bottom flat occupied by Mr. Benjamin and family and
Ella Lord. <“he contents of the builcing were com:letely
destroyed)and the interior of the walls and roof burnt., (20 4,62 -
4.26 a.m.

(v) A single storey wooden building measuring approximately
12' x 6', covered with galvanised roof, situated at East
Ruimveldt Public Road, owned by Mr. Lennox King of 'tcE' Hardina
Stregt, wortmanville and used by rim as a Lrug ®tore. . Roof and
walls burnt and stock com;letelydestroyed. (14.11.62 - 2.32 a.m. )

(vi) A two-1flat wooden building covered with slate roof
measuring approximately 70' x 40', situated at Lot 1 High Street,
Newtown, Georgetown, owned by the New Building Society and
occupied by them on the upper floor. Ground floor occupied by
Lee's photo Studio, Pr. Claude renbow's lental Surgery and
YMohamed's Tailoring sstabliskment. Large quantities of sundry
equipment damaged by fire and water and extensive structural
damage done to.building by fire and smoke. (6.12,62 - 4,05 p.m.)

New Amsterdam

bujldines Destroyed

(i) 0 ne wooden »vilding of two flmaore measurtng approxitidtely
60' x 40' covered by galvanised roof, known as the Providence
Congregational Church, situated at rrovidence, East Bank, Eerbice
and owned by the Congregational Body of British Guiana (17.2.62 - 1.35

a.m.)

(ii) A one flat wooden building measuring approximately 24'
x 20 ' with galvanised roof, situated at Lachaber, west Canjnr
bertice, owned by Messrs. Rookers Sugar Estates Itd., and occupied

by Mr. King and family. (12.5.62 ~ 8.53 p.m.)

Ceid s34
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(iii) A one-flat wooden building measuring approxirmately 30' x
60! covered withk salvanised roof situsnied at Hampshire village,
Corentyne Berbice owned and occupied by Nr. S. Madray and Zamily.
(4.8.62 - 3.20 p.m.).

(iv) * thatch-roofed vbuilding built on tke ground, measuring
approximately 20' x 12', situated at l:ampshire willage, Corentyne, -
Rerbice, owned by Mr. B. Yangasammy of the same address, and occupied
by his family and ¥. Morris. (26.12.62-+.11.15 a.m.)

Rural Areas

Bu?ldings Yestroyed

(i) A one-flat wooden building measuring aprrorimately 20! x "
15' with galvanised roof, situsted at Craig village, East Lank >
Demerara, owned and occupied by FKarold Doobay and family. Bui*ding com- "

pletely destroyed. (24.1.62) - 1.40 a.m.) \

(ii) A one-flat wooden building rmcasuring apnroximarely 40! X Bot,
covered witk galvznise and shingle roof, situated at 161 lLamaha I
Stregt, Newtown, gitty, East Coast Demerara, owned by Yeorge Mitford of
the same address and occupied by Ramroop Jairam and family. :
building Completely destroyed. (11.5.62 - 3,40 p.m.)

(iii) A wooden tenement building measuring approximstely
75! x 20' standing on brick pillars and covered with galvanised
roof, situated at windsor ‘orest, ¥ est Coast Demerara, owned and
occupied by Mr. Fung-Kee-Fung of the same address. gntire building
destroyed bty fire. (31.5.62 - 1.30 p.m.)

(iv) A one-flat wooden building measuring approximately 20!
x 19' coveied with galvanised roof, situated at 39 Yrince William
Street, Flaisance, East Coast Demerara, owned by lh:noo Kissoon of
the same address and occupied by Fr. ‘rancis De Nobrega as a grocery
and hardware store. <+Le entire building was destroyed by fire.
(6.11.62 - 11.15 a.m.)

buildings geriously DVamaged:

(i) A vwooden building of two floors measuring approximately
25' x 29' covered with galvanised roof, situated at Lla fenitence
Public HNoad, owned by the Government of “ritish Guiana and used
on the ground floor by the La ‘enitence Post Office, the top flat -
being occupied by Mr. J.E. Lorimer, Fostraster. <ZIhe roof, floor and
walls of the building were. burnt. (8.1.62 - T7.54 p.m.)

(ii) s shed-~type wooden building knewn as the Fouderoyne vaw Mills
measuring approximately 160! x 36', covered with galvanised roof,
situated at Fouderoyne, vwest Rank Demerara, owned by Fr. K. Cheddi
of Pln. wales, west EFank Demarara. A large for Yion of the building
was drmaged vy fire. (14.5.62 = 6.45 p.m.)

10. “igtqrbgnces

Trie disturbances of rebruary, 1l6th were a major test for
the efficiency and fighting spirit of tre Brigade. UVespite the
many obstacles and adverse corditions that prevailed, however, the
Brigade did a very commendable job,

Ire first indication of civil comiotion was the report that
tear-gas was affecting tke firemen at Central Fire Station.

Because of this, manned app iances were immediately dispersed to
1 {ile 3° - i T F = '-'. N =
R T = W ek -
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purpose of regrouping as necesscri,



e,

points eutside the gas-affected aresiand efforts made to organise them
inte individual and self-reliant unirs with unrestricted mobility.
Radio contact was maintained between these units for the purpose of
regrouping as necessary.

It was immediately decided to mobilise off-duty personnel, but
$hrough the lack of electricity whieh prevented tke sounding of the
general alarm sirens this had to be done on a 'snow-ball' system which
proved t» be most effective., out of a total strength in Georgetown
of 154 regular members, 146 reported in good time. Seventeen auxiliary
members out of a total of 40 also reported promptly for duty.

While fighting fires the fire bfigade personnel came under attack
from hostile crowds wko stoned them. In one instance thkey were
actually under rifle fire and the water tender suffered damage in
seven plaess by bullets. One fireman narrowly escaped injury when
a bullet grazed his leg and damaged a rubter boot he was werring.
Permission was sought at an early stage to have armed escorts with
the fire engines but this could not be made available until later in
tre day.

Bravery

Two firemen were awarded bronze medals of the Society for the

pProtection of Yife from Pire for gallantry displayed during the
disturbances of 16th February.

On that day, these two firemen were attending a fire in regent
Street. Yhe fire involved tall wooden buildings which were blazing
fiercely and giving ~ff billowing flames more than half-way <« oel
across Regent Street which was on the leeward side of the fire,

A woman was seen to be lying on the pavement with hsr clothes smoking
and atout to catch fire from tke fierce racdiated hLeat. <ike firemen
rushed forward about 50 yards through the area, vicked up the woman,
and carried her to safety, then continued their fire-fighting
operations.

+t was noted that the heat was so intense that it was physically
impossible for them to turn and retrace their steps. They picked up the
woman and were fortunzte enough to make their way about 10 yards
further into an alleyway to gain protection from the radiated heat.

vater Supcly

During a crucial four-hour period when all thke fires were ragzing,
there was no pressure in the water mains. +*his lack of water meant
that the method of attack on the fires had to be rapidly revised.
3mpller fires were brought under control by the use of water tenders
which earried their own supply of water (approximately 600 gallons
each). At larger fires open water supplies were used., This meant
that fire engines could no: be employed as atdvantageously as
desired, and long lines of rose had to be run out to gut the jets
of water at the required position.

The Engineer-in-Chief of the Yeorg-town .ewera e and Water Works
and his deputy worked extremely hard under the most trying conditions,
to keep water flowing in the mainses <‘he¢ fact that they did not succeed
1n ackieving this on the afternoon of the 16th does not detract, however,
from the tremendous effort they made to help.

/Fires.....



Firegs

At least 30 fire calls were received and attended to between
12.51 p.m. and 10.42 p.m. on 16th ‘ebruary. Of these, four were
malicious false alarms, and sevenrteen can clearly and reliably
be put down to celiberate incendiarism.

Three serious fires burned simultaneously, two &f them, thke °
Camp and vharlotte Streets Fire and the one at Regent and High Streets
started witiih 20 minutes of each other, while the third, at
Lombard and Leopold Streets, started about an hour after. The re-
sources of the Erigsde were tren spread out in an effort to deal with
all three situations in the best way possible.
Ly

The worst fire was in the Water Street area. - This resulted
from rapid spread from the Regent and VWigh Streets fire which
shortly after was most seriously added to by the incendiarism
committed on Kirpalani's Store at the junction of Regent. and
water Streets. These two fires spread very rapidly, getting out of
hand and overwhelming the resources of the Brigade. The looting ard
utter disregard of the law was also a contributory factor to the
spread of fire, particularly since many persons who would have
helped by patrolling treir premises were afraid to do so in the®
circumstances.

bookers Head Yffice on Water Street was protected by & modern
sprirkler and drencher system but urfortunately some enthusiastic
but inexpzrienced helpers went around in the building deliberately
brezking sprinkler heads to allow water to flow. This action
was a contributory factor to the to.al destruction of that building
because, since thkere was no nressure in the water mains, the
sprinkler system was relying on the water stored in its pressure
tank.

Legsons Learnt

Cne of ti:¢ lessons lesrnt in tiis series of fires is tnat the
Fire brigade with its pres.nt equipment can be overwhelmed rapidly
and forced onto the defensive arnd kept on the defensive most of the
time durirng a very large fir . It is felt also thet thire should be

an increase in the reserve equipment for use in large-scale fire fightin

The purchaseoi seven new appliances of the land Rover type should,
theretore, be considered, each to be capable of pumping 400 gallons
per minute at 100 1lbs. p.r square inch pressure &nd yet be highly
maneuwable in both town and country areas.

The statistics relating to fire calls also point to the need
for intensifying our programme of educating the public to a
deeper consciousness of the need for good house-keeping and proper
caré ‘anc maintenance of domestic appliances.

11. Special Service Calls

The trigade carried out 189 special scrvices during the yeear
in addition to responding to fire calls and ambulance calls.
These services are classified as chargeanle and non-chargeable,
Fumanitarian ecrvices being non-chargeable, and all other types
being charged at the approved standard rates.

Summary of Speeial gervice Cglls
attended during 1962

Selvaging vessels in harbour anéd at sea - 28
Filling tanks and vessels - 81

/Stﬂ?ﬁﬁingo .
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standing by at public entertainments - 19
Resetting couplings and charging extinguishers ' - 22
Destruction of Cinematograph Films - 8
Flusking Kokers -
kescue of persons and vescels adrii8 at

sea or in harbour - 5
Rescue of persons from overturned van - 1
Towing amphibian aircraft from mud-bank

into deep water g L
Miscellaneous - 17

Luring the year the sum of $4,335,68 was collected from special
services rendered, yielding a revenue to Government of $3,039.68.
Trhe amount remaining was paid to the firemen who performed the
servicea. .

Revenue Leposits iotal
River appliances $ 1371.41 248,84 1620, 25
Land appliences 1668.27 1047.16 2715.4%
$ 3039.68 1296.00 4335.68
12. Leave
Casual

A total of 2289 davs' casual leave was granted to personnel
averaging 13 days taken per man.

Vacation

Fifty-two men proceeded on vacation leave, and the total number
days leave granted for the year was 4370, an average of 84.04 days
per applicsnt,

Sick

The general health of all personnel continued to be most satisfactory
througkout the year. A total of 1024 days sick leave was granted
to psrsonrel, making an average of 6 days per man, as compared with
9 days for the previous year.

e Djigcipline

Fourteen cases of discipline were dealt with resulting as
follows -

Confinement to barracks -1

Admornished -1
Reprimands -5
withdrawn -1
Found not guilty - 4
Warned - 2

14, Resignation ané desaths

Luring the year cne Ieading Fireman and three Yiremen resigned
from the service. One leading fircman and two *imemen died.

15. Transfers

During the year the Chief Fire Officer was transferred to the

/Hong Kongeeeoo
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Hong Kong Fire bervice after s.rving with the brigade here for

15 years. The Station Officer in charge of Yew Amsterdam Unit was
also transferred to Tire +rigade lieadquarters, Georgetown.

16. Eromotions

One bLeading Fireman was promoted to tkhe rank of Section Ieader
during tke year, and two firemen to the rank of Leading Fireman.

17. Ambulance “alls

The number of awbulance célls attended auring tlhe year was
12,088 of whick 9,937 were emersency calls. The arbulsnce travelled
a distance of 138,759 miles.

.o

Chargezble Cases

In Georgetown ambulances undertook tre conveyance of 95 cases
for wrich ckarges were rade and in iew Amstecdam ther@were 11 such
ceses deriving a total income of $203,00.

lientel “ases

One hundred and forty-seven mental patients werz conveyed by
arbulance from the Georgetown Lospital to the ‘ransport and Harbours
Department <pecial ambulance car, therce by steamer and ambuiance to
the Ment-1 Hospital.

ditkinson Field

Apbulences responded to calls from 4tkinson +ield on 108
occasions to convey to the Yeo getown pospital sick or injured p<rsons
arriving by plane from the interior.

18. Jfraining

(a) Local
Ine training of ~rigade Fersonnel was well maintained throughout
the year and went a long way towards maintaining the generalstandard of
efficiency set in the past. Practical drills were carried out with

appliances and equipment, and special uraining in the use of breathing
apperatus and recuscit=tors undertzken.

Training in first aid also continued at tke ~t. John Ambulance
Brisade headquarters. Ten members pasq/an examination in First Aid
during the year and were awarded certific: tés of proficiency.

The training of Auxiliary Fersonnel also continued. The Training
Camp held annually at Atkinson *ield was, however,; postponed due to
lack of accommodation.

(b) Overseas

The system of overseas training in the pnited Kingdom continued,
two subordinate officers being nominated during the year for study
courses at the i'ire Service Collsge. one pfficer also pursued a
scholarship course at the *ire Yervice College offered by an Irnsurance
Company to a senior member of the brigade.

/19......
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19. Lopz service Medal

Two reading Firemen and one Yircman werc recommended
for the award of the Colonial Fire brizade Long Service: “edal.
one Section Leader was alsqrecemmended for the 25 years Clasp and one
Leading *ireman for the 25 yesrs and 30 yesrs claspe

20, Fire P revention

A total of 11,876 inspections, und:r the #%erms of the
fire Prevention Urdinance Neo. 19 of 1954, were mcede throughout the
Colony. These included 906 full sc-le inspections, 2,980 special
and goo& will inspect.ons, and 7,990 routine and follow-up visits.
Proyosed new buildings and alterations to existing buildings were
also inspected. <pecial attention was also »iven to hospitals,
nursing homes, hotels, guest houses and boarding and lodging houses
and the general response to recommendations submitted for action
was good,

Lectures and &ills in the use and operation of fire
equipment as well as ev cuation exercises, were carried out &t
Government kuildings, Eospitals, scho-ls, Fotels and Commercial
Premises.

Inspections were also carried out at new industrizl concerns
and sugar factories with a view to advising on the fire protection
measurss to be adopted. Volunte.r units at these concerns carried
out fire fi hting displays which provec to be satisfactory.

It ismted that, with the coming into being of the re-
development sckeme for the burnt-eut area, concrete buildings will
be er.cted instead of wooden buildings. <1his is certainly a step in

the right direction as it will reduce considera.ly the risk of
fire spreading in the Commercial +frea.

Allocationof Yire Eguipment

sxtinguishers bxtinzuisher Charges

Iwo-gallon foam - 51 Air foam = 153

Chemical Foam - 2 Chemical foam - 82

water Type - 58 water CO» - 26

©C DA C . - 11 Sora Acid - 91
G BRC s - 33

Sther sguipment

Buckets - 227

Branches - %

Delivery Hose - 5

Morris Washers - 14

Suction pOse - ik

Wall Valve = 1

Nozzles - 2

Rope = 25 f£t,

Eire Pretection “ork in Government Puildings

During the year under review approval was sought to employ
@ p.nsioner to service out—district fire pumps and maintain the
fixed pumping installations and portable fire pumps at the 'ental

/Pospital.........
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Hospital, lahaica rospital, +est Fospital, Suddie, Charity,

bartica and lMazaruni Prisons. Recent inspections of these pumps
have shown that due to thke lack of attention and proper maintecrance
in someé cascs, their standerd performance was far from satisfactory.
Consequently, it is felt that if their efficiency at all times

were to be ensured, then each should be visited at lezst once
monthly, this recommend:stion kas not been =2dopted.

Suddie Pospital

Yhe question of removing the fire pump and ancillary fire
equipment from the fublic Works Yepartment Compound and resiting
same at the 2udc¢ie ‘ospital Compound was the subject of discussion
with the Heads of Yepurtments concerned. *his was agreed to be
necessary eince the pospital presented the greatest risk to loss
of life in the event of fire. It was also urged that Government
Officers in and around the suddie gcompound should assist in. operat-
ing the fire pump in case of fire, and to this end the Folice,
Fospital personnel and Public works J-‘epartment Otatf, were
trained to operate the pump and refraesehcr coursss oi training
arranced monthly to ensure maximum efficiency.

Funds were, Lowever, not available to provide a small pump-
house to accommodate the fire pump and ancillary equipment.

Churity and Yom:croon

Agreement was reached on the question of providing an expanded
metal enclosure under the Yolice “Eation & “harity so that the
fire pump could be housed there. t is expected that this would

be done as soon as the neeessary funds are available.

On the question of the formation of an Auxiliary ynit in
the Pomeroon, a number of voluriteers were trained in the uss
and operetion of the existing fire equipment with a view to
as3isting in figkting fires. It was, howev r, obssrved that
Yire frevention Ordinance +#0. 7 of 1957 did not include the
Fomeroon among the areas where such a Unit could be formed.
Arranzements were, therefore, made for the .chedule of the
Ordinance to be amended to include the following areas - Pomeroon/
Charity, Suddie, Vreed-en-poop, Wwismar and “artica. In the mean-
time, cdrills are being h¢ld montnhly. The volunteers show a
keen interest end are progressing satisfactorily.

I'ire Alarm Bystem

This matiter was discussed 2t a meeting held at the linistry
of ¥Yorks and hydraulics at which "™inistry “Ytficials, ~ngineer-in-
Chief, ielecommunicaticns, and the Chief pire Officer attended.
The type of equipment recommended by the sngineer-in-‘hief for
all institutions was one which would reduce false alarms to a
minimum ané ackiecve standardisation throu hout all Pepartments.
It was agreed that the system could be installed when funds are
available, L

Fublicity Propaganda

¥Yire Yrevention slides continued to be e:hibited on tke

screens of Cinemes in vYeorgetown and “ew Amsterdam., Cinema
Managers were also advised to project notices on the screens of
.o /their....
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their cinemas discouraging patrons from encumbering pavemen-=s
ou side cinemas in Georgetown, with their bicycles. This
practice tended to o.siruct cinema exits which would bte danger-
out in the avent of an emergency. Hhegular patrols by the
Folice and Cons abulary were put into operation to ensure thet
the pavements wereg kept unobstructed.

Fublic Kelgtions

Fire ¥revention booths were on display at fairs sponsored
by the Uitvlugt Community Council and the Lea ue of Loloured
Yeoples. <ictures depicting various asptcts of Yire frevention
were exhibited. The Fire Frevention Branch at “ew Amsterdam
aleo reld displays at the invitation of St. #lban's Church and
the Lutheran Church, New Amsterdam. On eachk occzasion a large
number of people attended and showed a keen interest in the

prockcdings.

ihe boys of the Albouystown, Y.M.C.A,, were also given
displays and training in the use and ope:~tion of fire equipbment.

Press conferenceg

N, L4
The good relations between the Yress and the prigade
continued. ©Four fress Conferences wer: held during the year
and among matters discussed were o0il stove fires and children
playing with matches. The Press eoo—operated and gave publicity
to the points raised.

A new ILand Rover was piirohased during the year and put

at the disposal of the Firc frevention Staff. tThis has helped
tremendously in accelerating inspections especially in the Rural
Areas. A small Godiva Lightweight Portable Fire Fump has also
been installed in this vehicle along with ancillary fire
equipment.

Visits «

Organised groups of school children, Police Recruits and
members of Youth Clubs visited the Fire otation and Fire I'revention
branch. They were also taken on a tour of the Fire Poat
Station. A lively interest was shown by all.

General

The gear under review was the busiest in the history
of the Fire Brigade, and imposed considerable straein on the staff,
particularly during the disturbances in rebruary. DNevertheless,
commendavle courage and fighting spirit were displayed through-
out. As can be seen from the report, every effort was employed
with rcasonable success, to keep abreast of the latest techniecal
knowledge necessary to cope not only with the problems posed by
actual fires but also with the c¢xpanding field of fire prevention
in & wooden city.

I have the honour to be,
hadam,
Your obedient servant, -
et T L e

Chief Pire Officer

~



No,

Head 23 - Ministry of Home Affairs - ¥ire

of Sub Head

1

10

¥l
12

Frevention Department

Lfitle of Sub lead oxpenciture

Fersonal Emoluments $435,279.56
8ther Chrrges

Transport and Travelling 11,781.31

Fuel, 0il and Grease 7,480.52

Spares, Repairs and Reéplace-

nonts 32,033,560

Ambulance and First Aid

Equipment 861.93

Auxiliary {nit 1,641.92

Maintenance of Pipelines in

Commercicl Arca 522.94

Uniforms and Bedding 28,032.33

Funeral Expenses -

Miscellaneous 2,576.6%

Total Other Charges $ 84,931.10

Extrgordinary

Purchase of Equipment 6,772.32

Auxilinry Fire Equipmsnt
etc. for Goverhment
buildings 6|968090

Total Extranordinnry & 13,741,22

Supmary
Total, Personnl Emolumcnts $§ 435,279.55
Total, other Charges 84,931.10
Total Kccurrcnt Vote 520,210.66
Total Extraordinary 13,741, 22

Total of Head ® 4 533,951.88

=+



AFPENDIX 'Al

Byildinss destroyed or seriousgl 58
fire in georgetown on 16th February, 1962

Buildinys pestroyed

(i) Two woodén buildings of two floors with galvanised
roof situnted at Lot 201 Comp and Charlotte Streets owned by Mr.
Ldgrill of Kingston, Georgetown. DTop floor was used as dwellings
and the bottom floor housed & nurmber of businesses including Thani's
?ry Goods §tore, Austin's Radio Shop and Burrowes' Drug store
B0 oy miy

(ii) a Three-flat wooden buildirg, measuring approximately
90' x 40' covered with galvaonised roof, situsnted at Regent and
Figh bStrvets, owned by lessrs. “entral Garage Ltd., High Steeet.
Ground Ploor was occupied by Thani Brothers, U. woo-liing and D,C,
Lam and the first &nd second floors were used as storerooms by
Centrcl Garage Ltd., and thoni Trothers. (3.40 p.m.)

(iii) A wooden building of two floors messuring approximately
75" x 35" with galvnnized roof and ground floor of concrete,
situzted at Lot 23 lombard Street, owned by r. H. btwaroo of
D'.dw.rd Villrge, wvest voast verbice. Ground floor occupied by
?ata Shoe gonpany ant first floor by krs. ~acchus and Loarders.
4.36 p.m.

(iv) Several large wooden and concrete bu-ldings in the lower
Regent gtrect ares, owned by Mr. Touis Bollers and Mr. L. Schuler,
c/o I'r. De Freitas, 252 Murrasy Street, and occupied by Dyal's Dry
Goods Store ets. (5.22 PeM.

(v) # two-flat brick building with wooden floors measuring
cprroximately 80' x 60' with galvanized roof, situsted at Lot 29 uwater
otreet, Georgctown, owned by Mr. F.D, widdup of 9 -econd Avenue,
Subryenville ana oceupied bty lessrs. Lrodie and Rainer +td.,

Groc-ry and *rug Store and Commercial Agencies. (5.37 P.m.)

vi) -4 one-flat building covered with golvanised roof known
es Brodie and Rainer «h:rf, situated at Lot 29 Water Street, owned
by bProdie Rainer Ltd., and occupied by Messrs. Brodie and Rainer
Storeroom, “olgate ralmolive Storeroom and D'aguiar Brothers
workshop.

(vii) A wooden building of two floors covered with galvanised
roof, situated at Lot 28 Water Strest, owned and occupied by L. Kawall
Ltd.

(viii) A wooden building covered withk galvaniscd roof situated
at Lot 26/27 Victer Strect, owned by De vreitas Ltd., and occupied
by De Yreitas Saw liills and Yffice, D'Aguiar brothers Workskop,
Martin's eléing Shop, %. Glasgow and Sons Lumber vard and General
Store and Cro =ik and Comp. ny.

(ix) & wooden building oif two floors with galvanized roof
situated at Lot 25 weter Strect, owned by wve IFreitas Ltd., and
occupied by v.Ll. Forshaw and Son and wric Stoby =gercies.

(x) 4 two-‘lat wooden building, bottom floor of urick and
wooden structure known as Jokn Pernandes Whorf situated at 24 Water
Street, Yeorgetown, owned bty Mr. Jokn Firnandees of 69 Third Avenue
Subry:nville and occupicd by John Pernandes Ltd., and C.4., Fhillips.

/(xi)......
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P (xi) A small two-flzt building and a one-flat shed type structure
situated at 24 VWater gtreet, Georgetown, owned by the “ayor and

Town Council and used as a lunicipal Perking 4rea.

(xii) 4 wooden building of two floors and wharf, both covered
with galvanised roof, situated at Lot 54/55 water Stre t, beorgetown,
owned and oecupied by Messrs. J.r¥. Santos and Company.

(x111) A concrete building of two floors and whxrf, covered
with galvanised roof, situcted at Lot 49/53 Water Street, Georgetown
owned by Bookers Lentral tfroperties bLtd., and occupied by Bookers
General Store and “harf.

(xiv) 4 brick building of three floors covered with galvanised
roof situated at 49/53 water Street, owned by Bookers Central
Properties Ltd., and occunied by Pookers Shipping Office.

(xv) & wooden building of two floors and wherf covered with
galvenised roof, situated at Robb and "ater Streets, Georgetown,
owned by Pookers CGentral Properties Ltd., and occupied by bookers Dmug
Store and Head Office.

(xvi) A three-flat wooden building, ground floor of concrete, covered
with galvarised roof, situnted at Lot 53/44 Water and Regent Streets
owned by Bookers Central l"roperties Ltd., and occupied by Bookers
Cycle end Office Equipment Store, Davson's garibbean Agencies and .
Bookers Tailoring Estatlishment.

(xvii) A two~flat wooden building covered with galvanised.roof,
situated at Lot 42 Water and Regent Streets owned by Jaikaran and
Sons and occupled by Kirpalani Ltd., end G. Watts Watch Repair
Zstablishment.

(xviii) A wooden building of two floors cevered with galvanised
roof, situated at 43 water Street, owned by Jaikaran and ~ons and
occupied by Jaikaran's Lrug Store and Crown I.ife Iirnsurance Company.

(xix) A wooden building of two floors covered with galvanised
roof, situcted at Lot 40 Water Street, Ueorg:-town, owned by
Mr. R.G. Humphrey and occupied by R.G, Humpkrey and 8ons Ltd.,
Eumphrey's Barber Shop and Yean's Hairdressing Saloon.

(xx) A two-flat wooden building covered with galvanised roof
situated at Lot 9 water Street, Georgetown, owned by Mr. F.G. De Souza
and occupied by the Colorizl Hardware Store and Williams' DBoarding
Bouse,

(xxi) A two-flat brick building covered with galvanised roof,
situcted at Lots 6 and 8 wWater Street, georgetown, known as the
Russian Bear Spirit Shop, owned by Fr. C.F. wight of 278 Forshaw
Street, wueenstown.

(xxii) A two-flat wooden building covered with galvanised roof,
situated at Lot 201 Camp Street, owned by Mr. A.W. &t. Hill and
Miss P, florenco, and occunied on the ground floor by Searchlight
Dry Goods Store, the top floor being used as a dwelling house.

(xxiii) A concrete building of three floors :nown as Rayman's
building covered with zinc roof, situated at +ot 10 Regent and
high Streets, owned by Nr. J.L. Rayman of 302 Church and East
Streets, and occupied by Kirpalani's Fousehold and “urniture Depart-
ment, Rayman's agencies, Guiena “ontrzctors Ltd., Velvet Touch feauty
sazloon, University of the .est Indies, s¥tra kural Lepartment,
Foster and Company ILtd., Caribbean Atlantic Life Insurance Company

Ltd., etc.
/ (xxiv)....
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‘xxiv) A two~flat wooden building covered with galvanised
roof situated at Negent and Eincks gtreets, owned by Mr. Francis
Lopes and occupied by Standard Fawnbrokery.

(xxv) A two-flat wooden building situated at Lot 30/31
Regent and pincks Str.ets, covered with galvanised roof, owned
by Messrs. Ferreira and Gomes, and occupied by brown Betty Dairy and
Restaurant, Ferreira and Gomes Dry Goods store, Merchant and Traders anc
Prakash Insuranse Agency.

(xxvi) A two flat wooden building covered with zinc roof
situated at Lot 23 Lombard Street, owned by Mr. G, Sharma and
occupied by G.E. Ehouri's pry Goods Store and the India Boarding
Fouse,

(xxvii) 4 two-flat wooden building covered with zinc roof,
situnted at Lot 24 Lombard Street, owned by one dMr, Narine and
occupied by Paul's Tailoring Letabliskment and Yobin's Tailoring
LEstablishment.

(xxviii) A two-fl-t wooden building covered with zinc roof,
situated at Lot 24/25 Lombard Street, owned by Mr. J.T. Mekdeci of
18 Lombard Street and occupied by Hussain's Dry Goods Store, H,M,
Singh's Dry Goods Store, Maraj's Dry Goods Store, §ilver City
boarding and Lodging Hou:e and tenement buildings.

(xxix) A two-flat wooden building covered with zinc roof,
situanted at Lot 10/11 Lombard Street, owned and occupied by the
Fure Cane Molasses Compeny Ltd. i

(xxx) A two-flat wooden building covered with zinc roof, situated
at Lot 9 Lombard Street, owned by Mr., George hanoman of Lot 7 - 9

lemaha Street and occupied by panoman's llew Store.

(xxxi) A two~ilat wood and brick building covered with zinc
roof, situated at Lot 7 Lombard Street, owned by Mr. A,S. D'Andrade
~te of 39 Main Street, and occupied by the Golden/'Spirit Shop and the
Golden Gate Loarding Fouse.

(xxxii) & two-flat wooden building covered with zinc roof,
situated at ot 6 Lombard Street, owned by Mr. N. Samuels of 114
Regent and Albert Streets and occupied by National Prug Store,
Samuels'! General Store and the New Delhi Boarding FKouse.,

(xxxiii) A two-flat wooden building covered withk sinc roof, situated
at Lot 6 Lombard gtreet, owned by Kr. Bholai Singh of the same address
and occupied by him as a Dry Goods Store.

(xxxiv) A two-flat wooden building covered with zinc roof, situated
at Lot 25 Leopold Street, owned by Mr. J.T. Mckdeci of 18 Lombard
Street and occupied by Kelman's Furniture Store, Cho Kai's Restaurant
and Henniff's Boarding House.

(xxxv) A one-flet wooden building covered with zinc roof, situated
at Lot 25 Lombard gtrect, owned by Mr. C. James of Leopold and Lombard
Streets and occupied by Harris' Woodworking Shope

(xxxvi) A two-flat brick building situnted at %ot 21 Lombard
Streect, owned ty the ‘nternational Yawnbrokery Ltd., and occupied
by the Fawnbrokery and Palestine Dry Goods Store.

Buildings Seriously Lamnged
/(1) e ss



(i) A two-storey wooden building with gelvenised roof,
measuring approxim-tely 40' x 25', situcted at 63 Alexander and
Regent Streets owned and occupied by lMr. S§. Nawbatt and family.

A dry Goods Store is carried on by the occupant on: the ground floor,
About 20%'of the building damaged, and stocks extensively damaged
by fire, smoke and water. (2.34 p.m.)

(ii) A two-flat wooden building measuring approximately
60' x 30! covered with galvanised roof and used as a dwelling
house and dry goods store, owned and occupied by ueorge Sookhoo
and family of 146 Regent Street, Lacytown. Contents of store
were completely d:-stroyed by fire and bottom flat damaged. (4.54p.m.)

(iii) A one-flat concrete building covered with asbestos
cement roofing, situated at Robb and %watser Streets, owned and
occupied by the Royal Ltank of Canada. Vamage done to some portion
0of roof and southern wall of building.

(i‘) A two-flat wooden building covered with slate roof,
measuring approximately 75' x 40', situated at Lot 104 Regent
Street, Lacytown, owned by Mr. V, Yassin of 93 Regent Street,
Lacytown and occupied by Jardim's Tractor and Motor Spares on the
ground floor, thke top floor being used as a dwelling house.

Damage was done to articles in the western show window, (2.12.p.m.)
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