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INrRODUCTION 

LAND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT, 
Brickdam, Georgetown, 

25th August, 1960.

1. In July, 1954, a separate Department of La.nd Settlement
(redesignated Land :-ievelopment Department v,i th effect from .1st January, .,. 
1959) vra.s established. This new �epartrnent assumed responsibility for 
the mana.gement of Land Settlements at Anna Regina, Essequibo, formerly 
administered. by the Department of -�gricul ture, and at Cane Grove/La 
Bonne Lere, i.iast Coast Dernerara, Vergenoegen, Ea.st Bank .E.ssequibo, and 
Oovernment Estates (V1indsor Forest; La Jalousie and Hagu e), V/est Dem-
erara, formerly a.<lministerer. by the I;epartment of Local Government. 

functions 

2 .1 The Department v.-hich is a.dministered by a Director of Land 
Development, as�isted by a .i)eputy Director, is responsible for the 
operation of the various development schemes, for advice as to suit­
able areas for development and occupation by selected peasant farmers 
and for the co-ordination of proposals for such development in close 
consultation vri th the Departments of Ag-ricul tu.re and Drainage and Irri­
ga.tion regarding the sui ta.1:',ili ty and utilisation of the areas for the 
economic production of crops, si7.e of holdirl{;'s and such drainage and 
irrigation works as are required to be undertaken. 

2.2 An important aim iEJ to make more cultivable la.na available 
to small farmers a.ncl to encoure.ge the production of suitable crops in 
oraer to increase the total production per head of the population. 
Certain major la.nc1 reclamation and vrater · control schemes in prot;ress 
in Lssequibo, :i3r-rbice and WeBt Demera.ra, are intended to meet the need 
for more hind, but it is also hoped to obtain quick reeults by improv­
in� ana bringing into use a number of areas of Crown Land which are not 
being beneficia.lly usEd in the rear of existine, schemes and suitable 
lane. on the river ba.nks. 

Staff 
... 

3. At the 31st December, the staff of the �)epartment, including : 
the administrative staff of the various schemes,was as follows�-

Director of Land Settlement 

Deputy Director of Land 
Settlement 

Senior Superintendent, Land 
Settlement Schemes 

l,.echanical lligineer 

Administrative Officer 

Chief Clerk

Accountant 

5enior ;'.,ccountinf' Of::·icE:r 

•··r. W.A. Lacnie, C.L..G., O.B.E.

Lr. A.IJ. Thompson. 

Lr. J • .b;. he 1•:att. 

I, ·r, i... Whi te • 

1 r. L.£>. Harewood.

1.r. ·:. P. fatoir.

Lr. f'. O. i>.;mery. 

r • ::., • S • l • ii . In sanally. 

� iss J. :c-E,biciin. 

/ 4 Cless 1 Clerks .•.. 
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4 Class l Clerks 

4 Class 11 Clerks 

1 Senior Clerical Aeeista.nt 

3 Clerical Assistants (Women) 

7 Superintendents, Land

Settlement Schemes 

5 Assista.nt Su:perintendents, 
Land Settlement Schemes 

li:r. D.A. 1:'ile 

h:r. It • .1:.,. Chapman 

Lr, J. I. Brodie 

l :r. ri. G. Oucka.ma

'.r. C.A. 1--'ersa.ud 

Lr. J.A. Stone 

rr. 'l' • I. Dougla.s 

Lr. J.R. Browman 

Lr. J.A • .Prassington 

ri.r. L. P. Alleyne 

;,.r. J.P. Cheong 

(One Vacant). 

Staff Co-ordination 

4, The Schemes unc•er the control of the 1'epartmE;nt are 
sca.ttered oYer the coastlands of the Colony. Superintendents are 
stationed on the following Schemes:-

Anna. Regina, �sequibo Coast. 

Cane Grove/LE<. Bonne Lere, Last Coast Demerara. 

Vergenoegen, iast lank Essequibo, 

Government £states, r.
1est Demerara. 

Onverwagt, if'est Coast Berbice. 

_Mara, East Ban"': Berbice. 
Garden of i:den, East Bank Demerara. 

The Charity/Amazon Scheme on the ri&,ht bank of the Pomeroon rliver 
operates �irectly uncer a Supervisor who is r esponsible to the Super­
intendent in char£,e of tl e Scheme at Anna Regina. 

5. These officers sup-rvise the general runnint, of the Schemes
and. are responsible for the execution of maintenance and development 
works, expenditure and collectior.. of revenue. The Scherces are pro­
vided with the nGcessary staff for normal operation. 

6. Tecr,nical edvice on dr2inage and. irrigation, atricul ture y

housinc and. public heal th procedures on all :?ichernes is obtained at pre­
sent from the a:ppropria tP Government Depart□e:nts with wrich there is 
close collaboration. 

I 1. • .... 
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7. Settlers' Committees have beeh formed on all Schemes to
discuss the problems of the settlers, to promote good public relations 
and to serve as liaison 1:etween the officers in charge of the Schemes 
and the settlers. 

s. 

Schemes:-
'rhe Department at the end of 1958 controlled the following 

Existing Scr..ernes 

4nna Reg1na, �ssequibo Coast 

Ca.ne Grove/La Bonne Mere, East 
Coa.st DemerF .. ra 

-Vergenoegen, i:ast Bank Essequibo

Government 1sta tes, ii est Demerara 
(Windsor :F'orest, La Jalousie and 

Hague) 

Charity/Amazon, Pomeroon Hiver 

New Schemes 

Onverwa.gt, fie st Coast Lerbice 
lVJara., .... �st J3ank Berbice 
Ga.rd en of Ulen, East :Oank Demerara 

Anna Regina Land Developm�nt Sc�eme 

Acreages 

9,541 

7,233 

3,595 

3,846 

. 170.5 

24,305.5 

6,000 
3,935 (Appro:x:.) 
1,200 

35,259.5 

9.1 This Scheme comprises Plantations feliance, E111sh Lot, 
.Henrietta, Richmond, La .Belle Alliance and Lima. on the Essequibo Coast, 
and embraces an area of 9,541 acres. The acreages allocated for agri­
culture and other pruposes are a.s de.tailed in 11ppendix I. 

9.2 There are 541 families on tr.,is Scheme whose economy is 
based mainly on rice cultivation. 

9.3 The tenants hold plots varying in size from 2 to 10 a.ores, 
but in keepine with the recomli1endationic? of l'x •. F .A. Brovm, steps are 
being ta.ken where possible to con_solidate holdings to provide plots of 
not less than 10 acres in size.· i- ost of these plots are utilised for 
rice cultivation. 

Af.;riculture 

10.1 Lice .,)urin�, the :;ea.r under review the AutL,1.mn Crop at 
Ar,_11a :-�:::gina suffered from a s}1ortae,e of water wr,ich had to be reliev0d 
by the use of pumps loaned by tt.e 1:r.,tinage and Irrig2tion ::,epartment 
and tl1e .British G-uj.ana. Rice • .'ro-:<vce:rs I I'.sE.:ociation. and financed by the 
'British liufana Rice: :. -arkEtinf ::3o&rd� ">:.stril,ution of pumps was con-
trolled b;y a :i:ro11rht 'elief Commi ttce orfanisea for that purpose, 
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10.2 The following acreages were cultivated during 1958 as com­
pared with 1957:-

1221. 1958 

Acreage Yield �eage Yield 
� Bags 

Spring Crop 814 5,720 824 8,254 

Autumn Crop 3,296 _57,862 3,435 80,041 

11. Dairy Farming - The areas available for dairy farming are
located in the.rear of the housing areas in the following sections of 
the Scheme:-

Lim11 103 acres 
Anna Regina - 94 ti 

Bush Lot 20
II 

Reliance 32 " 

249 II 

12. Pasturage - At Richmond, La. Belle Alliance and Lima com-
munal pastures were maintained. Fertilisers were used to improve the 
quality of the grazing, with sa.tisfactory results.·· .A tota.l area of 
642 acres divided into four :paddocks was maintained in fair condition 
and fully utilised during the year. An area·of·e,proximately 300 
acres has been reserved for further extension if required. 

Pure Water Supply. 

13. Artesian well water is supplied to the housing area.a at
Anna Regina a.nd Reliance a.nc'l proposals are under consideration for ex­
tending the existing supply to other areas. 

Housing 

14. Under a general rural rehousing· programme started in 1955
for rehoueing the settlers, forty-four contract houses were completed 
by the Housing Department by the end of 1957. Of this number, 23 were 
sold to the end of 1957, and 21 a.urin[' 1958, These houses were sold 
on the hire purchaee system. 

As6istance to Settlers 

15.1 Building by aided self-help means is also encour aged and 
the construction of concrete houses under the supervision of Officers 
of the Housing Department was commenced during 1957 by a self-help 
group of twelve settlers. These houses should be completed by April, 
1959. 

15.2 'I'wenty settlers have b-uilt houses on their own and. with 
the assistance of loans received fror;, the Eri tish Guiana Credit Cor­
poration. 

15, 3 The new layout for the Lima :dousing Area wa.s completed 
durine; 1958. This provides inter a.lia for 92 house lots. 

15,4 A survey was carried out at ; .. elience to provide for 18 
house lots. 

/ 15.5 . . . . .
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15.5 The facilities of the workshop at Anna Regina were made 
available to settlers who own agricultural ma.chinery and allied equip­
ment requiring repair ana overhaul. The cost of such jobs which is 
born� by tbe settlers is determined on the basis of a charge which 
ta.kes into account _the cost of la1our and materials plus 25% thereon, 

Develo]J.llent and �pansion 

16�1 No development work was unoertaken during the year under 
review. 

16. 2 Equipment of ViorkshoE - f,evaral items of equipment and 
tools were purchased to inprove its efficiency ana scope of operation. 

Cane Grove/La l'onne. J•.:ere La.nd lievelopment Scheme 

17, l The Cane Grove/La. Bonne Ii.ere Land Development Scheme which • 
comprises the estates formerly known as Pla.ntations Cane Grove and Ia 
Bonne ?,ere is situated on tbe left bank of the i.ahaica River and i::· the 
ruost easterly of the Plantations v:rhicr. receive irrigation water from 
the 1ast 1,emerar.a 1ieter Comiervancy. 

17.2 On 11th June, 1948, by Resolution, the Legis�ative Council 
approved of the establishment of a La!ld Developn:ent Scheme on these 
estates and also of the estimated E'xpe!,o.i ture to be met from the De­
velopment Trust Fund end the general revenue of the Colony for recon­
ditioning the draina.ge and irrigation system a.nd laying out the estates 
for land development purposes. 

17 .3 Plantation Cane (rove was pur-cbased by t.;overnment for the 
sum of $100.00 when the proprietors decided to abandon the estate a.s a 
sugar plantation. Plantation Le :::•o:nne l ere which wa.s a rice and coco­
nut estate was purchased for the sum of t6o,ooo.oo.

17.4 The entire settlement embraces an area of 7,233 acres and 
details of the acreages allocated for agTiculture and other purposes 
are shovm in Appendix I. 

17.5 The lands have been allocated to 545 families whose econouzy­
is based mainly on rice cultivation, subsistence cro:ps ar:d dairy farm­
ing. 

17.6 The settlers hold plots va!'J,'inr in si7e from 3 to 15 acres 
but, in kei:;ping vrith the r1:acommendations of :·-.,r. F.A. Brown, steps are 
heing taken where possible to consolidate holdings to provide plots of 
11ot lees than 10 acres in size. 

Agriculture 

18.l Rice - The Autumn Crop at Cane Grove suffered from a 
short&ge of water due to a. spell of dry weath<?r wr.ich affected the 
entire cultivation. '!'he ea,rly UP.E' of pumps, however t relieved the 
shortage of irrigation water. 

18. 2 The follovrinr acreaeeE' i:vere cul tiva t�rl during 1958 as coT'l-
pared vri th 1957 :-

1-..221 � 

/;_cn,ar;:e Yj_rc-ld Acrear,,e Yield 
r.nrs Bags 

$prin, Crop 190 1,101 393 4,110 
Autu:nn Crop 2,790 35,239 2,870 33,618 

I 19. • e • • 
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19. :i•a.i:ry Farmint2, At the commencement of the year animals 
belonging to 108 settlers occupied 67 comrrunal tyres co�prising 356 
stalls in the Uplands a.nc IiiaT'.lonf sections of tbe scheme. One hun­
dr�.d and fourteen animals were tested during· the year for tuberculosis 
and contagious abortion a.ncl 91 were admitted to the farm, bringing the 
total number of animals in the farm to 465. 'rhe Artificial Insemi­
nation Service �as satisfactorily used curing the year and 58 cows 
were inseminated. from which 43 calves were born. 

20. :Provision Farming - Frovision farms totalling 599 acres
were generally maintained in fair condition and steps are being taken 
to i!!lprove the standard of cultivation. f:ie;hty-three a.ores of new 
farm lands were a.lloca.ted to 54 settlers. llTo c:lifficul ty was exper­
ienced in marketing the procuce reaped. 

21. ±!fil - Milk produced from the dairy farm satisfied the
needs of the farmers a.nd e surplus of 16,178 gallons was sold to the 
Lilk :i?asteurisa tion Plant operated by the Department of AgTicul ture, 
as compared v:i th _9, 208 gallons in the previous year. 

22.1 Coconuts - Coconuts picked during the year totalled 
382,651 and 35,744 pounds of copra were produced from 98,650 nuts. 
Of the remaining 284,001 nuts, 248,100 were 1:old to locally regis­
tered copra manufacturers and 35,901 were sold to the Central Agri­
cultural Sta.tion, i,:on Bepos, for seedlint:s. The production of copra 
on the Gchi>me cea.sed on the 22nd April, 1958. 

22.2 Seedlings sole to settlers e.t Cane Grove and at other Land 
Development Schemes for �lanting purposes in keepinr- with proposals 
for the increase of the '.;olony's coconut production, totalled 2,170. 

22. 3 Tropical kudzu planted in r-everal sections of the coconut 
cultivation has proved effective against undesirable weeds and pro­
vides excellent fodder for cattle. 

23. Pasturage - 'I'he area provided for communal pasturage
remained at 1,300 acres divided into four paa�ocks which were rrein­
ta.inea in a comparatively good condition despite a prolonged spell of 
dry weather which affected grazing facilities during the second half 
of the year unr.ler review •. 

24. Pure Water &upply - Artesian vrell water is sur,plied to
certain sections of the l"'ousing areas on the scheme. 

Assistance to Settlers 

25.1 Housing - J};.iring the year the construction of 6 of the 
50 contra.ct houses commenced by the housing Department a.t the request 
of settlers was completed. 

25.2 General - .As was the case at the Anna :?.egina La11d Develop-
ment Scheme arrangements �1.ave oeen made for repair and.· ovsrbc1.ul jobs 
to be carried out by tr.e wor1<s1·.op at Cane Crove on behalf of settle rs 
who o,•n at.rict·lt,;ral me.cr,inE:ry and allied equipment. 'rhe co0 t of such 
jobs is borne 'hy the eettlers anil te lr_ef' into account the co.st of labour 
ane. mat1:rials plus 25% t.'·Erson. 

�evelopmsnt and 1:r.pansion 

26. Equipment of 11orkshop - various i terns of worlrnhop ec.:uip-
tr'ent and tools were purcl:ased with the object of increa8ing th.c 
efficiency and scope of operation of tte workshop. 

/ Vergenoegen Land ,,ettlement 



- 7 -

Vergenoe,gen La.nd �ettlemcmt 

27.1 The land settlemi::nt at Verr,enoee:en was acquired in February, 
1946, an� comprise� four e�tetes, namely, V�rgcnoegen, Philadelphia, 
GI_'eenwich }1ark and :Ba.rnwell, ·dth a total area of 3,595 acres. The 
acreages allocated for aq·icul ture a.na otlier purposes a.re detailed in 
Append.ix I. 

27.2 There are about 200 families on this settlement whose econ-
omy is based mainly on rice cultivation, subsistence crops and dairy 
farmine.• 

27. 3 The tena.nts hold plots varyini; in size from 3 to 15 a.ores, 
but in keeping with the recommendations of i•·!I'. F\A. Brown steps are 
being takEn where possible to consolidate holdings to provide minimum 
plots of 15 acres in size. 

27.4 During the year under review a �ice Factory operated by 
ths :,q,artment processed 19,991 bags of settlers I paddy from which 
10,669 bags of rice ,,ere obtained, a.s compared itith 16,980 bags of 
paddy and 9,572 1,ags of rice processed and obtained respectively dur­
in� the previous yea.r. 

Agriculture 

28.1 Rice - The Autumn Crop was affected by a shortag€ of water 
brought about by a spell of ary weatr.c-r during the lattGr half of the 
year. 

28. 2 'l'he followinc acrea.ges v1err- cultivated during 1958 as com-
pared with 1957:-

12.21 122.§. 

!£!:_eage Yield Acreage Yield 
Bags Bags 

Spring Crop 1,no 7,633 1,274 6,519 

.Autumn Crop 1,683 16,569 1,518 16,373 

28.3 Settlers occupying land in certein sections of the culti-
vation area where the soil is known to be toxic and below average in 
yield were again encouraged to apply fertilisers to their holdings. 

29. :Dairy Fa.rming - Four ana. six stall communal byres for

a dairy herd. of 116 animals are maintained on the s·ettlement, and com­
plementary to these are fodder plots of one-third of an acre and an 
equal area for exercise. 

30. Provision Farming The provision farms totalling.223
acres were genera11y maintainee. in fair condition and the level of 
production was reasonably good. 

31. i.'.ilk - J.1lk yiroduced frot1 the: dairT farms se..ti�fied the=
needs of t�e farmers and 2 s1:rplus of 6,389 gallons v.ras sold to the 
� ilk .i'a.steurisation :'19nt operP t,2� b;\0 the :i:)epartr.ent of A�1ricul ture, 
as compare( with .1, :S34 f:.c'llons 011 rin1 the :-Qrevi6us year. 

32. Pa.sturaee - '�nin;, the year uni:ler review a to·�a.l of
1,334 acres vras avail-sble to set�le rs for aristment of their cattle 
and 4�0 a.nimalfi vr(re agistecl. 'ihis area vras fairly well maintr.iined 
encl th� plantin,:: of trai:P was contirrue:d. 

I 33.
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33. Pure �later Supply Artesian well water is supplied to 
certain :1:ections of the housing a.reas on the Scheme. 

Assistance to Settlers 

34.1 Housing - Towards the end of 1950 Government embarked on 
a rural housinf scheme to assist settlers to build their own houses. 
Under this scheme houses were providecl at a.n estimated cost of 
t�l,500.OO each. 'Ibe settler wa.E. reauired to deposit one-sixth of 
this amount and be would then obtai� a gre.nt of one-third and be pro­
vided �ith a loan of the remaining half of the estimated cost of the 
house. These loans were repayable witb.in a period of twenty years 
at 3½}r, interest. Settlers erected 89 houses under this scheme which 
was suspended at the end of 1953. 

34.2 Settlers were. encouraged ·to build houses by aided self-
help means, and E:ighteen such houses in process of erection by set­
tlers under the supervision of the Housing Department in 1957 were 
not completed by the end of the year under review. 

34� 3 General - The workshop facilities a.t Vergenoegen were 
made availe..ble to settlers who own agricult11+al machinery and 
allied equipment requiring repair and overhaul, on teros similar to 
those in force a.t the Anne Regina and Cane Grove Land Development 
Schemes •. 

Government Esta.tea, West Demerara 

35.1 fiantations ,.ind.sor Forest, La Jalousie and Hague, formerly 
suge:r estates, were· acquired by Government at �ecution Sales during 
the pE:ri'oc'1 1910 - 1912. The original proprietors·were unable to pay 
the sea defence rates lf'"vied in those da3rs and consequently the pro­
perties were solcl. to recover the outstanding amounts. 

35.2 Gov-ernment decic.ec tbat the estates ehould be utilised to 
provicle a means of livelir:ood for tbe people vrho became displaced 
through the clo�in{' down of a num:::er of suga.r estates in various 
parts of the Colony, 

35.3 The esta.te·s have a. gross acreafe of 3,846 acres and the 
acreages allocated for ae:I'icul ture a.nd other pu11.poaes are shown in 
Appendix I. 

35.4 There are 450 families on this settlement vrhose economy is 
based on rice cultivation, subsistence crops, cane cultivation a.nd 
dairy farming. 

35.5 'I'he tenants bold plots varying in size from 2 to 10 acres 
and where possible settle rs are being enc,ouraged to consolidate their 
holdings to provide plots of not less than 10 acres. These holdings 
were :)..easea. to the people in 1915 for a term of 99 years at a fixed

rental of � 6.00 �m acre per aiinum, with no provision for revision or 
payment of maintenance c.targes, · 

Agriculture 

36.l Jice - �"1-lis forms the mein crop grown by the settlers 
and gr-nerally t"l''O crops ;:;,re cultivated E-Bch year. A ca.mpa.ign against 
bad cultivEition practj_ces inimic2l to N.>il conservation was initiated 
in 1957 and the rest:l ts � vve bGcn r::ncoura.gir1r. t:a�' of tbe farmers 
were convinced that tte lon of -top :=;oil from tr ··ir rice lands was 
inimical to their intereets anf. th.,refore readily adopted the prac­
tices Tu"icf ensurPd better mana�s�ent of the land. 

/ 36.2 
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36.2 The following acrea.ees were cultivated during 1958 as com-
pared with 1957:-

Spring Crop 

Autumn Crop 

Acreage 

2,047 

2
y
087 

Yield 
Ba.gs 

21,161 

37,632 

Acreage 

2,086 

2,087 

Yield 
Bags 

27,443 

40,593 

37 • Provision fa.rming The provision farms totalling 330 
acres were generally maintained j_n· fair condition. The chief crop 
grown was ca.ssa.va and rood yields were obtained as always. 

38. � - �ighty-tbree acres were under cane cultivation
and the crop reaped dvrinf the year totalled 1,163 tons of cane, as 
compared vri th sixty-two acres cul ti va ted and 764 tons of cane rea.ped 
durin@ the previous year� Th<:: cane is sold •;y the cul tiva.tors to 
Pln. V€rsa.illes, West Bar.'C, Demerara. 

39. Dairy farming - A communal byre is maintained at Windsor
Forest. The Artificial Insemina.tion Service continued to op1:1rate 
satisfa.ctorily and two etud bulls obtained from the Agriculture Depart­
ment rJurin[ the year, ma1dng a total of thrGe bulls, are being main­
tained for use at Ha.gue. 

40. 1viilk - Milk produced satisfied the needs of the fa.rmers
ana a surplus of 2,813 ga.llons was sold to the failk Pa.steurisation 
Plant operated cy the Depert�ent of Ag-ricultur8, as compared with 
2,800 gallons during the previous yea.r. 

41. Pasturage - At Windsor Forest and La. Jalousie the
settlers own over 1,500 head of cattle. The maximum area available 
for gra.zing is approximately 470 acres, part of which is poor land. 
Al togeth€r, grazing facili tie::: are totally inadequate. 

42. Fure -rrater Suppl;y - Artesian well water is supplied to
the Housing areas on the settlement. Drilling of a new artesian well 
to provide water for tbe settler::: at P.:ai;ue J--ack E·ettlement commenced 
durinf! the year. 

43. Housinf - ��:eeck Settlement Permission to build 
new and rq,air ezisting houses was granted to the settlers at Hague 
Ba.ck in Geptember. :3'our nevr touses h.a.ve been built • 

.Qh§.rity/Amazon Land Settlement 

44. A plot of land comprisin_e" 170.5 acres on the right bank of
the :i:'omeroon River, kno,rn as C}1ari ty/1�mazon, was declarEd a Settle­
ment in 1944. It is c2pable of useful exr11!1sion as ,1 residential and 
commercial centre beirl£· the entrepot of the ?on,eroon River District. 
'.l.'he area was orif.,'.inally laicl out info ,;5 aericultural lots and 140 
:-:ouee lots. A m-w layo,Jt iB bov,evr-r being resigned for the area oy 
the G<::ntral Lousing ancJ L""]anninr l1 11tbori tie�. 

45. ?1.1re ��atEr f:uunly - Artesian well watEr is supplied. to
the sett.lenient. 

/ vnverwagt •••• 
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Onverwagt 

46.1 Lu:rine 1955 the Board of Directors of the ilritish Guia na. 
Rice Development Company, Limited, d€cided to exclude from the Com­
pany's operations the wbole of the area known a.s Plantation Onverwagt 
(No. 27) on the West Coast of Ierbice, comprising about 6,000 acres 
which, under an a.gre:::ment vri th Government concluded in 1952, had been 
i::.cquireo. by the Company for the purpose of expanding the area under 
direct mecha.nised cultivation by the Compa.ey. 

46.2 A part of ttis area had been cultivated during the three 
years prior to 1955 but the Company decided that the area previously 
utilised for mechanised cultivation wa.s adequate for the attainment 
of its objective, and Orive:rwagt vras accordingly handed over to the 
La.nd :Uevelopment Departrr;ent for cevelopment as a land development 
scheme. 

46. 3 Details of the fina 1 ar:rangment s for forma.lly handing over 
the property to Government reve not yet been concluded. 

46.4 '.Phe whole area i� ruitable for the cultivation of rice and 
as wa.s the case in previou.i:- years plots totalling 4,362 a.cres were 
allocated during the year unf.ler review on temporary tenancy to se­
lected farmers on a risk ba.sis, as compared with 3,813 acres allocated 
in 1957. 

46. 5 The acreages allocated for a.g.ricul ture and other purposes 
are as detailed in Appendix I. 

47. Hice - Tbe following acreages were cultivated during
1958 as compaxed with 1957;-

Spring Crop 

Autumn Crop 

1i.creage 

3,813 

Yield. 
Eags 

4,362 

Yield 
Bags 

23,388 

48. .E:�§j;urage - A communa.l pasture comprising about 400
acres was made availabJ.e for the use of farmers as compared with 
1,200 e .. cres in 1957. A total of 800 acres previously under pasture 
was illade eva.ila.ble for rice cul ti vat.ion. 

49. pevelopment and ..:bcpansion - Final plans for the full
utilisat.ion and occupation of the entire area. depend upon the con­
clusion of arrangements, financial and otherwise, for acquisition by 
Government of title to the land and upon al)proval of proposals sub­

mitted for comprehensive drainage and irrigation of the area.' 

Mara Land Settlement 

50.1 Location_�l};.q backer_�d - This settlement is situate on 
the t.'ast .3ank of the 13e:c·; ice :·.iver al·out 25 milc.:s at tl:e end o'f the 
road froo New Amsterdam. It comprises the estates of '..ara, Germania� 
Vryoerg, E:cbepmord, ::-J 

1 1'.;;·,terprise and �· a Fetrai i;e tot.=:lling a:-,proxi­
matfly 3,935 acres and. ,.·es sdectc:d. in 1955 witr.1 a vii:ow t,, its 

/ ecc,i;isi tion 

I 
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acquisition by Government for land settlement purposes in keeping with 
the general recommendations of tte International :r.-ank �'.ission and 
t,ir. F.A. Brown regarding development of riverain lands. 

50.2 Negotiations for its acquisition were concluded by the end 
of 1955 and a preliminary land survey was commenced during 1956 to. 
determine acrea.ge, etc., on which the agrHd purchase price at �,50. 00 
per a.ere should 1:e pa.id. 

50. 3 The report of ti-1.e preliminary i:18pection of the estates 
disclosed that the dame ancl trencJ:;es, al thourh in a fair 1:1tate of 
preservation, were irnpas:--able and ttat tbe whole area. wa.s ove:rgrown 
v.ri th bush of varyinp. aenei ty, the ma.jori ty �einf heavy 't,ush. The 
land is r.igh and. lends i t�elf to easy rlraina.ge. 'ihe soil varfos 
from a sand-clay to a cley-pegasse G)irture anrl is ver-:r fertile. It 
ii: considered tr1at the area is s1.'itatle for the cultivation of rice, 
cocoa (wbich was cultivated. on t:his land by the early settlers) citrus, 
leguminous fodder and e:,raeses, and for the development of mixed farm­
inf on proper lines. .!!it rly records shon that coffee was formerly 
grown on these esta.tes. 

51.1 Objective - The objective at .are, as it will be in the 
case of future land development schemes, is not merely to bring more 
land under cultivation l::ut to develop a contented peasa.ntry deriving 
full occupation a..-v1c' an improved and reasonable standard of living 
fr·om the la.nd, thus contri'hutinf, towards the, relief of unemployment 
and underemployment. 

51.2 In order to achieve this objective it was de:cided that the 
alloc�tion of lo.nds to settlers sl::ould be a.s follows:-

(a) where the ma.in crop is rice each settler should be
allocated 15 acres of rice l&nd, plus a 2½ acre
homestead upon vrhich he will cuild his: house, keep
one or tv10 cows, cul tiva.te permanGnt and vegetable
crops (other than rice) and rej_se poultry; and

(b) farmsteads of 15 acres on v.,.�·ict tl·,r: settler will
tuilrl. bis house, e-rovr no rice, but. cul ti va.te vege­
table and permanent crops, e.g., citrus, cocoa, and
keep poultry ene1 a limited numter of dair}r cattle
dependinr upou tre availability of a market for
dairy product�.

52.1 Development On account of an acute underemployment 
situation existing on the lower Corentyne Coast which it was imper­
ati·ve to re lieve a.s quickly as possible, Government decic.ed la.te in 
iiecember, 1956, to proceed with the reconditioninf and. development 
of these sectio!ls of i\iara which coulc be rrore rapidly rehabili teted 
end put under cult ivation by settlers. 

52 .2 Lanr1 clearin[ and excevatinr machinery as -well as alum-
inium buildings to serve as te1irpor-,.:;ry quarters were orc!_ered, and wor1c
on recondi tionin£, the 6r::>.ixmg<= and irri[a tion system and clearing of 
lend commenced early in January, 1957,

52. 3 Durinf the first :�illf of 1957 it was not found possible to 
clear and level en0uft h.nd to permit of t,oldincs of thG F creages re­
i'e:rred to in ;:x,.rafraph 51.2 (a) tein,:;. allocetec. to 46 prospective set­
tlers selectso. in J.snur.ry, tut in orcler to ossist thf:m in cultivB.ting 
an . .utumn ricE crop, th2 arr-,n -ilreaay cle<1rce totelling 212 r.cr8s in 
the i:arc section was alloce. tscl on £ tempor:::rJ 1:·asis in 5 acre plots at 
a r.orr.im:l rn:tE.l of' 1·5.00 per· ,gen, fr-om wl·.ict 8D avr,rE'(_, G �,ield of 15.5 
ba cs of pa i' c1��· ,er a err: '<':as o 'bta ir, e<:�. 

/ 52.�-
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52.4 . During the latter part of 1957 additional ma.chinery and, 
equipmGnt were obtained on hire from other Land. Development Schemes 
to expedite the work of rer..abilitation and development, ar.d altogether 
by the end of the year approximately 750 acres throughout the North 
and South sections of i,�ra, C:ermania, Yryberg and a part of Sou th 
Schepmoed were cleared, 1� bridges and 11 kokers were built, 48.25 
miles of dams cleared a.nd reconditioned, includ.ing the main empolder 
dam in the rear of 1-'lantation Tiara, � _annexis, a.nd 41. 75 miles of 
drainage a.nd irrigation trenches reconc-:i tioned and dug. In addition, 
an area near the public road. and in the centre of the frontage of 
the property was cleared and levelled, and a workshop, office and 
quarters for staff vrere in course of construction. 

52.5 llurine, 1958 an a.dc1itional twelye .families were placed on 
the land, making a total of fifty-eight. These .were alloce.ted at 
Tu.!8.ra approxirna tely 2J acrf: home steads, and_ epproxima.tely 14½ to 15 
acre rice plots. Tbe forty-six settlers s.elected in 1957 completed 
the erection of_' their hou�es d.urinf 1958, vrhile the remaining twelve 
settlGrE? were in the procH·s of constn1cti11f theirs. Appl:i,cations 
for fa.rmsteads were invi tea. ani:I recei vea and it is hoped that allo­
cations would be maae earl'' in 1959. 

52,6 _Clearinr,,M.h_ - For the Autumn Crop 409.25 acres of rice 
was cultivatec, but due to t:te occurrence of thE disease known as 
"Blast" the yields were very low. Some farmers lost a.s much as Sojo of 
their crop. Because of this, clearing of lands reserved for rice was 
suspended until euch time as a method of combating the disease was dis­
covered. By the end of 1958 a total of 892 acres wa.s clei:::red and made 
available for rice and 161 acres f.or permanent crops. 

52.7 Other· Services - An artesian well has been sunk a.t Schep-
moed for the supply of pure water to the a.d.ministra.tive compounc. and 
farmstead area. An overhead tank for the distribution of potable water 
was insta.lled. durinf 1958, but ·the installe tion of a pump has been de­
layed. 

52.8 Limited electricity for administrative buildinfs, bonds and 
workshop i::i provided by means of an electric lightin1; plant. Im 
&dditional plant was purchased durine; 1958 for er..1erGency purposes. 

52.9 Workshop - 1-1. workshop has been established to handle 
most of the major repairs nE,cessa.ry to keep agricultural rna.chinery in 
the field. 

53. Finance - E,y.pendi ture d:urinf! the year w'.ticb a.mounted to
$510,118.00 was financed o;_ tl":e ta sis of a.- two-thirds Colonial :Jevelop­
mcnt anc Felfare Or�nt ar.c one-thirr'l coi1tribution from local funds. 

54. General - Propofals are vnder consideration for acquiring
a.na developing adja.cent la:".lds to the North and South totalling a.pprox­
ima.tely 6,000 acres, sutject to tbe availability of funds, in order to
enlarge the area acquired at '.•.e,ra so that it will be come a more econ­
omic unit.

Garden of .tl.den Land Settlement 

55. The C,a.rclen oi .i.:,den k•nd SettlEmEnt is situate on the iast
Bank of the :Demerara River a':out fourteen lYliles from C0E:ori;;etow11 and 
Gmbra.ces an area of a.bout 1,200 acreFc. 

56. 1£bie a1,rr.<2or.ed esktG wa.s acqL1 irecl ·ty r,overnment curing
1955 at a. cost of '.,75,000 in 1rneping vritl'. fEl1Hc,l recornrne:ndr.tions

mac1e in 1953 1::y th£ Ii teriw.tional :Jenl::: �- ission anc �-r, ·_ .J,. �::rown., 

/ Lana '.ettlErn<?nt J.dviser •.•. 

/ 
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Land.Settlement Adviser, regardint the development of riverain lends 
of the Colony. !.Jr. Erown .:'1.n.a further recommended that a pilot land 
settlement scheme should be launched on tr,e lower reaches of one of 
the main rivers of the Colony. 

57� The land v<l1ich is composed of soil types - clay, shallow 
pegasse, deep·pegasse and burnt pegaEse - is regarded as being repre­
sentative of other riverain olluvia.l soils and, with the installation 
of proper drainage, sui tatle for pasture, fora.f'f3 crops, citrus, cocoa,, 
ground provisions and mo8t local crops. 

58.1 Coi.1prehenf:'ive proposals for the development of the area, 
costing altogether t-720, 000.00 were accordingly preparec'! in consul--
ta tion with the Depa.rtments of Arri culture and :Urainage and Irrigation. 
These included proposale :for drainage anct irrigation, layout and uti­
lisatior. and occupation of the land. 

58.2 vfork on the cevelopment of the area vras commenced in 1956 
when prelimina.ry clea.ring of the lancl and preliminary drainage and 
irrigation works were carried out. It v;a.s anticipated that by the 
Gnd of that year the main araine:ge ·and ir·rir-ation works would have 
been completed. a.nd. that the fro:1t portion of the area which was 
piannec) t.o. accommoc'ia te mixed, cocoa, citrus and special small farms 
a.s well .as a community cE:ntre, woulc1 heve been occupiecl.. r-owever,
whil� the main drainage ·and irrieation works were virtually com-, 
plet·ea by the enr'. of the year, it was not found po!'!eible to proceed 
with other aevelopment wor1rn for tbE reason tl:.a t cforinL the· excava•• 
tions, deep pe[:aSN? "''as d.ir.<;overec! a.lonf tl�e line.of.one of the pro­
posed roads w�1ich made i te CO'!'.'.�truction impracticable from the point 
of view of cost. In the li1-l,t o·f this si tuetion it became necessary 
to rE-E:iramine the prop-nelP, f'.)r' U.e layout of the area. 'New proposals 
which were acc·ordi::1gly prr;parecl anc submitted· had not yet been ap­
proved by the End of th ;rear 1958. 'l'hese proposals include an ele­
ment of self-help. 

59. 'I'he main drainage and irrigation work!:! were completed dur-
ing thE yEar under review. 

FINAi:TCi; 

60. Recurrent expenditure on the Department as a whole for the
year undF.r review amounted to f492,181.00 as compared with $633,155.00 
for the previous year. 

61. The followine. statement sets out the rev<::11u e a.na re:curren t
expenditure for 1958 for the various settlements:-

Operation and. i:laintenance 

Existi_ne· 3Gttlements 

Anna Ft.egine Lane SGttlcr�ent 
(lrrears collectible) 

ne'!-e� 

�· 
•.' 

63,406 
18,370 

�;xpendi ture 
1958 

.... 

94,265.02 

/ Govr,rnr1c'..1t l!.;st2tr:s ••••• 
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- ::-roue,ht Forwara. 

(rovernr.ui::nt .&.sta tef:, test Demera.ra 
(Arrears collectible) 

Vere::011pegen Land Settlement 
(�rrears collectill�) 

Vc,re-:enoegcm rtic12 factory 
(i,rrears collechble) 

Cane; Grove-La i'onr.e : ·ere Land Settler.ient 
{,:,rrEare collectible) 

Charity/Ama.zon :Sand -:ettlement 
(1!.rr1.oar2 collectible) 

Onverwagt 1and �;ettlement 
(.ii.rrears collectiblG) 

r!ew La.nd. l:,ettli:;ments in ··-· . . . '·-···---- --·�c;......= 
i>rocESs of J�E2Y..EJ..£P.EJ.cnt 

Carden of J.t!eri. Lina '-'ettlemc.nt · 

}'ara Land Settlemerit 
(Arrears collectible) 

i1evem .. 1e 

$ 

63,406) 
18,370 ) 

27,/492) 

22, 9.30 � 20,085 

15,485) 
5,296) 

58,800) 
27,607) 

2,792 )
3,628 

4,699) 

1,865) 

_Qp_�f.§Jio_,;-71 a.ri.d l,ai:nttr.tanCE' of 
/.fri91l tural 1'1ia.cl: .. iner;t: 

Settlements 

1lnna Regina Land 2'2ttlrnent 
(irrears collectible) 

VerGeno,:1ge:n law:; E.dtlen:ent 
(Arrears collEctible) 

Cane Grove-La �OIL"'l" i:tErf 
Lerid Settlem(rnt 

(�rrsars collectible) 

Revenue 

� 

110,965 ) 
6,910 ) 

3f➔ ,8f.;5) 
19,257) 

39,929 ) 
32,191) 

. .x_pc::1di -i..ure 
__ 1558 

$ 

94,265.82 

42,442.02 

46,974.07 

22,376.18 

92,950.86 

8,699.67 

14,9�0.00 

5,0:S2.00 

19,40'3.00 

,§,2Cpendi ture 

$ 

79,293.87 

22,717.68 

42,660.75 

62. A cor.,i:,:iarative etF-t:::mc-�.t. oi rr..vd1ur- ancl ex;_;Gn(i ti..,rf, for thG
years 1957 and 195f-: in rr.ep;0 ct o:;' t· ,, o�Jer;::t·i,)r, ETf ,�e .. :i.r..tena.;-.ce of.• 
settL:ments t31':r"' of a: I·j_c,·l tural >"r.·r:·:.sir-ET)r i.,"- pr.)vided L:1 i.ppenai:r.: II. 

63 .1 Lr�em1 :i. ➔,1JrG ,1 ,··. tl·•r: O:?ETS tic, 1: encl r::,2 int::r!:::72C€ of thE scttl2-
r·1-=i1ts Pt , ....... ,,,, r'<>.ci' '"<:) 0,H1" ('TO"''-T > o�r.,r.: ·. ,.r.. 'i:o1 ··< ·,o,:.(, c.r ,·'}1a1n1' t·,r/

.•.... - ' -. .i.ll.�� ·· '"t -· '9 ,,c;,. · , v,, .,_ . ., ._i. •• >c , C }t • ·l: • ... ,.,t::,...,...:� J .. "- • .) 

sr:i:,;.zon� e-:ic. o�· '.�0v '-'ri1:,:·e.1t- d?tr tEs, ·eet :.•C%"r8ras c:xcF-f:GE<� r,.=:vC:nue 'b,r

/ (Jl,653. 
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$31,653.00 as com:;_:iarecl ,vith f54,238.00 in tb,� j:ire:·vious y,,ar. In this 
corn1::ction it sL01.1ld be stetcc. ttat t:·,�, actlial rsvenix: from these 
sdtlements :or· tl-,G year u,.<\f;r revif:W ano::1:1tEc1 to '::;276,053.00 of wl:ich 
U91, 345. 00 werE collf:'cted enr. $84,708.00 rE:main ed a:: tirrea.rs to be 
collectec! c'lurinf tbG forttcominf yr-ar. 

63 .2 In co�-:sidering th: presi::nt unl:eal tlw finencL:.l position of 
tee 1:xisting se:ttle;;10,nts at Am:ia Ltegina, Vergnoegen, Gane Grove and 
Governmfnt .G8tates 5 ·11e8t ,.;,;r;;merara t .sccount t:lllSt be tel::en of tl1.e fsct 
tbat t'.1.ese SEttlGmc-;nts ,;;--'.·,ic'., wEre: sl-;sndonr.d sst2tes ,;:1en taken ovcc 
'by Covcrn1:1cnt t vrnre 6stal::lieh1::0... mainly RS eoci81 assist;;::1ce sob.em.es 
to provide a livelihooc: for· pi:TE·.)112 morc: o.r lEss ''J�sti tute wl�o were 
ther. r,:,•sici1,p, tLer1=:o:'.J, enf' cor.Gi'"erP.1:·lc: financial assif;t2l'.!cr: '.::as been 
<,SSEntisl. l:1 ac.di tion tc, a·, hier€af'C: ir· l:,b.)ur cost8 rcnta.ls ure 
ri':lativc-ly low an� crr:,,;j_-t: i� [:i.v"n for· ti:'E •".:'fi;)2retion of land. and 
ot:r,::r �erv'i.cEs. 1:s tJ r: ,'ilt

j 
it is 6iLicd.t to u,t8· lj_s1-: thr:sr-:­

&ettler.ie:nts on a sElf-:::1.1-pr,,ortiw· l:es1.c: ··.:,,.cc::;:,t as a long term :I:rojf:ct. 
l.01;;,c:v<cr, ti�.- pr·ii1ciple i:'.:at lp:··:� settler:1ents shoult' 'be ecow)r:,ically
eelf-suppo:rtin,,· 1:1�:s b0('11. scccrtGc'! /JS tr,e •1ltJ..'l11ete ocjE:ctiv::-, a.r..d to
tt.is end strictF.r crec'i", cor,trol t·?.2 C.'EEn L,troduced. This apart,
ricE: land nrntr:- at lnma :kf,ina, 1;'1�TZEDOC:i_,:i; en{ Govern.n;.-nt Gsta.tes 9 

··GSt Demerara (Lot 'C'), �ere inczea�e� durin� the year 1957 to t�
1€v·,;l of rentals cl1art,€a•.l:. u11t'0r the ·c-ice Barruers (.;,ecurity of
'l·enuri,) ,,:r-dinancs, 1956, a·:.c siu,ibr incr•:asC:E v·ill be brouc;l·,t into
effect cluring· 195 J a.t Cane . rove La?J.d fiettlE,ment.

64. �'.It 1st January, 1958, lo,ms macr:: to eettlers in pnvious
rears repH,sentinf. a.dvancE"s to te1-:,:;nts, f.l[riculturol mEJct.i:n€ry hir<: 
charges and loam:. :for the com·t:ruction o-:.· 1'im1ses totalling 175,SlS'.00 
were otitstanc.inc;� :i>paYments d1.1ri;1; th:: �rear ai;10,.mh:t� to :· 1(, 12?. 0(1. 

65. l.evelopment ::Y:;i€ncli tur1:: ir:01.irrul i:.:.urint, the y2ar a.mounted
to S5a2,,60.oc e.:: oompereC: witr �.818(179.00 in tl:.e prsv.ious year as 
iollovrn �-

1. lm_.Erovem<mt .. c:::.1d .. ..il{pp.1.sion_ of
.:..Y.isting Land 0ettlsrn<rnt f:c:-�nir-s

... ., t t ( · ,, · l .,,sseggioo _ sS 0. cs_._ J·.nnn .... ·_,p.nr. 

.. xt2:r.sion of ::ice Cul tiY2ticm 

i:.stablirr.mcnt of t:ew Ce. t.tlP. 
i.'l'l st11re 

Esta blis� ... mcnt of Dair•· ?arrr,

.:..�provE,l!E:nt of :·;rain.'.:',: E 

Lay01.1t of esirlcntfal ;_r('f 

::'levclopri:e:11t of i-rovisioJ·: YEiTID 
Lc1nds - ,:;,hhd ...JEpth 

.>,v0lo�1mEr�t of 5Econc1 :·•epth -

... c.,vons):irr., i.,r.ss'Ll,,/,elto}1 : :,11 

0a:1c: ' .... :ro--;, e-La i:·01::.r,n 1·�r:re 
Jstn�c, ·.:.:.zttlemf'nt 

.J.,7':-rove .. ent of .: :i.:ry :.: er:•; ... rcr.. 
f r::Jr'rJv2,.·,mt ot co·,.;,,u. 01 .. ,,r-; 1 ·,-:rc 

.;,.e;rout of .:,cf:'idsntL J. .' rea 

1957 

t" 
'.i 

45,626 

2,470 

11,036 

15 j 022 

11,022 

5,482 

3, 5-34 

1958 

, ... 

{• 

I V·rc•·.no-."r.•1 ·: .,_,-ii · ··+t 1 r:·•,"1't 
...... '": ..... J�-..

\.
--.: .s.�: .. : __ :

J
.! _ u • ..., J.. • I.a.;.:._�:...-

ill

� 

·"'

� 

.-

-

-.: 

"'\ 

'\ 

-

} 

0 
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Vergenoegen Land Settlement 

Extension of Rice Cultivation -
c.D.&.�r. Scheme No. D.2321

Improv·ement of Communal Pasture 

Metnlling of Streets 

Vergenoegen lq.ce �rill -
Eictension of Drying Floor 

Improvement of Drainage·:..· .. 
Greenwich Park 

Extension of Dairy Farm -
Barnwell 

Cha.ri ty/Amazon· 

ivieta.lling of Streets 

.txtension of l!ta.rket Shed 

Cane &rove and Vergenoe�en 
Land Settlements 

·Purchase of Washing lfachines
for Agricultural Lachinery

Ru:ral Re-housing

2. Equipment of �-·'orkshops on
Land Settlements 

3. Develo ment of Garden of .&!en
East Bank Demerara C.D.&.W.

Schene 

4. Development of l'ln. l· . .ara cum
annexis I:.ast Bank Berbice
(C.D.&.W. Scheme No. D.3188) .•

5. Development of Pln. Onverwagt,
¥.1est Coast Berbice. 

6. Purchase of Land for Land
Settlement Purposes--

7. P:reliminar;L_lnY.._ESi�-tion re
Suitabilii:;y etc. 

8. BrE:ction of .bonds for Pirre::

Linc Seed 1-'addy. 

Total 

I 
· I 

I 

1957 

$ 

1,002 

75 

1,586 

191 

33
1

088 

115,351 

522,935. 

1958 

$ 

5,958.06 

12,333.19 

510,118.72 

45,000.00 

215.14 

j 
50,359 i 8?735.65 I 

I . I ! 

r- 818, 7'19 ... · ·t 5112, �Go. 00·1
. c,_:. .  ... . . . • ·. ".L ... -.,·.:--:·;·,--:-,;.,.;· ... 

/ 66.1 21!HVl�YS AND L.AYOUrr3 •••• 

., 



- 17 -

SURV;XS . .AJ\ill LAYOUTS 

66.1 The following is a list of surveys carried out auring the 
year on Land Settlements:-

Location No. of Area ::.Ur£OS_� 
I)lots (Acres) 

l\.ara Land Settlement 3 80.10 Defining boun-
daries. 

40 101.60 Homesteads. 

8 10.05 Housing and Admj.n-
istra.tive com-
pound. 

49 724.05 Farms. 

Anna Regina Land Settle­
ment 113 

1 

30 

34 

Housing. 

:Sefinine boun­
daries. 

Garden of Eden 1200 Partly subdividGd 
into farms. 

66.2 In addition to the above surveys, work where necessary was 
carried out on replacement of missing paals, settlement of disputes, 
ali�nt of trenches and general inspections. 

G-�--->iL
---·---

67. Fith r-E;ferencc to tr·" :proposals r;1e·,1t·.0-:cec" j_ ,;iera:ren1::
74 of tl:.e i:-:.�port fO'f thE ?Sar 1957, t1:e posi.tion is a, . .-,:.lJowe�-

(. ' l' :i:'utur!S Ac'�,ini:::str:itio11 of 2:::ist·!.11c, anc: .new .'-a.-.1d ·:--iett1�.:. ··------·-·· ________________ _______ ,,., ____ -·- ----- :.!,._. ____ . -· . • --- - - -- •-·--·-· 

Ii:Ents -

Cove:rnment a�_:reed L; pr:i.r.c:�iile tr-a.t t·:R ·, >l}.C�' E'Lo·,.1 ld 
be for tbc- '::,anc: i,,evelopr,;�:nt �-Epart•�cmt t0 wi t}1d:raw from 
existinf;· \..OVi":rr.iT.ent .1 .0nc< .:ettlec:;;,nts, details of witr.drawel 
to 'be worked out 'betw€,m tt.e l1imstry of .l'i'atural Reso•;rces 
rrnd. tb:; Lan:: .;JevelopL.lent Departr;:ient·. Accorci �rl;y detail Gd 
Jroposels were eub□�tted �Y t�E Dep�rtrnent t0 t�e :inistr:. 
by wLor:; these 8rE unf]er consi(1Eretior,o 

( .. I T , c1 . llJ . -ano __ ·..le,trinr _ -.

lovernr.,ent rJEc".cea t!0 at [Eti:.ers ·on (,:ivcr·�,ent' Tare 
SettJ.ewents ::-r,ould ;-iot ,-,_, req1. ire<" to JE''IF t'.·t= r:aui tal cod 
of clearinc ena p:re::,ari-·',' t'':E lanr�s ll"p r ei' t' t'. SU :-.u +

should have t�'=ir x�ntels 1n�re0Fed b" tte .. ntere nt c\er-ss 
or. the cap� 't&J. erpe,:·•j_t 1.1-rE. 

I (- .. ' ,,, 
l ll ) �-f _rn : ";_';. .. -
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Tenure -

Proposals with reraro to the form of title which 
should be issued have been uncler consideration ly Govern­
ment. These proposals vrere submitted to Cover-nr:ent in 
1957 ty the La.nd Adviser a.ft er comml tation with the Com­
missioner of Lands and J-ii.nes and the Directors of Agricul­
ture and Land Development • 

68. In conclusion, I desire to record� appreciation of the
loyal services renoered by the office and fiel<'l staffs an<'l to state
that I received. full co-operation from other Government Departments
with which this Department had to work in connection with the de­
velopment and improvement of new and

7
sting land settlements. 

/a{�.=-� '� 
W. J\. 1i!J\.CNI1.

Director of Land Development. 
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.APP.E:ILDI�.-1. 

.A.02.roxima te .Alloce_tion of 1�crea.ges on Settlements 
for Lgri9.ul tE-.E§'._�nd. other purposes. 

Use Aru:ia Government Vergenoegen Cane Grove/ I 0nverwagt
Regina Ests tc:;s La. Bonne herE 

1957 1950 I 1957 1958. 1957 1958 1957 1950 1957 1950 

! ! . •) 

Rice Cul ti- i · ! j I vation 3420 I 3600 I 2087 
l 

2087 1977
' 

1785 
1 

3572 
l 

3370 4000 4800 

Ground Pro- j
1

• ! I I I ! 
. l I I vision - 28 369 , 357 284 • 223 840 1 815 - j -

I , I 

: 
I I I Cane �lti- ( I j vation - - 62 : 74 - , - � - I - - I -

j 1 I i ! •
I I ! I I Coconuts 20 20 1 - ; - - 1 - 273 , 273 - -

l I I 
l '. I House Lots 170 170 I 201 i 201 40 1 48 100 j 100 - -

l I t 
j I • 

D . F l I 1 airy arm- 1 l ! 
ing 224 249: 40 i 40 174 155 445 ! 511 - I -

l 
l I 

Pa.sturage 642 942 656 . 658 1067 1334 .

1 

888 1 1099 1200 400 
I ! 

i\tiscellan- i 
eous - - 428 I 427 53 50 1115 1065 800 800 

Undeveloped 5065 4532 3 l - - - - - - I -
l I 

I 

i 

Total Ac- I 
reage of 
Settlement 9541 9541 3846 3846 3595 3595 7233 7233 6000 6000 

-- -
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APPENDIX II 

Comparat�ve Statement of Revenue �nd Recurrent Exp�,Ilditure 
for the years 1957 and 1958. 

I 

J' I I Revenue Recurrent Expenditure 

I 

r)I.

? _l 

/i I 

Settlement 

O;eeration and Maintenance 
of Land Settlements 

Anna ltegina 

4,(Arrears collectable)

Government Estates, West 
Demerara 

(Arrears collectable) 

Vergenoegen 
(Arrears collectable) 

Vergenoegen Rice Factory 
(Arrears collectable) 

Cane Grove-La Bonne Mere 
(Arrears collectable) 

Charity/Amazon 
(Arrears collectable) 

Onverwagt 
(Arrears collectable) 

New Settlements in Pro-
cess of Development 

Garden of Eden 
(Arrears collectable) 

Mara 
(Arrears collectable) 

Operation and W.iainten-
ance of AgTicultural 
�Jachine,!X_ 

Anna Regina 
(Arrears collectable) 

i) f - Vergenoegen 
(Arrears collectable) 

Cane Grove-La :Bonne Mere 
(Arrears collectable) 

1957 I 
�. ! 

I 
31,601

! !
I 22,960 

I 2"3,663 I I 9,112 

I
i 

21,409 I 
18,707 l 

! 
j 

18,974 ! 
"3,905 

I 
65,041 I 

14,906 I 
I 

I 
3,438 I 

I 

I 

1,458 

I 
I 26,189

' 

536 I 
I 

' 

961 
I 
I 

I '
2,965 I 

Nil. i 

lo6, 545 
9,839 

I 
24,701 I 14,466 

66 ,-:s17 
16,464 

�-

--

1958 1957 1958 
-

$ t 

) I I 6:i,406 84,80"li 94,266 
14,414 ) 

27,492 
�
I 38,609 ! 42,44�

9,0;I.2 

22,930 
� 

I 41,443 I 46,974 
14,464 

15,485 
�

1 
2:5,06,; I 22,376 I 

I 

5,046 

58,800 
� 

I 92, 60-:S I 92,951 ' 

9,935 

2,792 
�

i 8,893 I 8,700 
1,616 

24,419 ) I 14,875 I 14,930 ' 
2,307 ) 

) I I 5,032 Nil. 1,181 
!Til. ) 

) I 4,862 i 10,097 19,403 
1,865 ) 

110,965 ) I 89,302 I 79,294 
5,744 ) 

"38,885 � I 45, "308 I 22,718 
4,665 

�9,929 l I 75,717 I 42,661 
5,781 

I I I I 
·--·- -·· _J_




