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LAND DEVELOPKENT DEPARTHENT,
Brickdam, Georgetown,
25th August, 1960.

INTRODUCTION

1. In July, 1954, a separate Department of Land Settlement
(redesignated Land Levelopmnent Department with effect from .lst Jamuary,
1959) was established. Thise new Department assumed responsibility for
the management of Land Settlements at Arma Regina, Essequibo, formerly
administered by the Department of lgriculture, and at Cane Grove/ia
Bonne liere, #ast Coast Demerara, Vergenoegen, East Banlk Lssequito, and
Government fSstates (Vindsor Forest, la Jalousie and Hague), West Dem-
erara, formerly adwministered by the Lepartwent of lLocal Government.

Functions

2.1 The Depasrtment which is administered by a Director of Land
Development, assisted by a iUeputy Director, is responsible for the
operation of the various development schemes, for advice as to suit-
able areas for development and occupation by selected peasant farmers
and for the co-ordination of proposals for sucl: development in close
consultation with the Departments of Agriculture and Trainage and Irri-
gation regarding the suitatility and utilisationr of the areas for the
economic production of crops, size of holdings and such drainage and
irrigation works as are required to be undertaken.

2.2 An important aim is to make more cultivable land availeble
to small farmers and to encoursge the prodvction of suvitable crops in
order to incresse the total production per head of the population.
Certain major land reclamation and weter control schemes in progress
in mesgequibo, Zertice and VWest Demerara, are intended to wmeet the need
for more lsnd, but it is also hoped to obtain gquick results by improv-
ing and bringing into use a number of areas of Crown land which are not
being beneficially used in the rear oi existing schemes and suitable
land on the river banks.

Staff

o At the 3lst December, the staff of the Jepartment, including
the adwinistretive staff of the various schemes,was as follows:-

Director of Land Settlement “r, W,A, liacnie, C.l.,G., O.B.E.

Deputy Director of Land
Settlement - IMr. A.Z. Thompson.

Senior Superintendent, Land

Settlement Schemes - lr. J.E. lic watt.
l.echanical Ingineer -  Mr, L. White.
Admiﬁistrative Qfficer - i1r. L.2. Harewood.
Chief Clerk - e, #.P. Fatoim.
Accountant -  br. 7.0, tmery.

Senior iAccounting Cflicer - r. o.0.k.H, Insanally,
Secretary - lige J. rebidin.

/ 4 Class 1 Clerks ....



4 Class 1 Clerks
4 Class 11 Clerks
1 Senior Clerical Assistant
3 Clerical Assistante (Women)
7 Superintendents, Land
Settlement Schemes - kr. D.A, File
r, K,w., Chapman
Lr, J.1I., Brodie
lr., ¥.G, Ouckama
:r. C.,A, Fersaud
Lr. J.A. Stone
Lr. T.I. Douglas
5 Assistant Suverintendents,
Land Settlement Schemes - Lr. J.R. Erowman
r, J.A. Frassington
br. L.P. Alleyne

ir, J.P. Cheong

(One Vacant).

Staff Co-ordination

4. The Schemes uncer the control of the Lepartment are
scattered over the coastlsnds of the Colony. Superintendents are
stationed on the following Schemes:~

Anna Regina, issequibo Coast.

Cane Grove/La Eonne l.ere, fast Coast Demerara.
Vergenoegen, :ast Lank Esseguibo.

Government Eststes, Vest Demerara.

Onverwagt, 'est Coast Berbice.

Mera, East Bank Berbice.

Garden of :£den, East Fank Dewmerara.

The Charity/ﬂmazon Scheme on the right bank of the Pomeroon #fiver
operates directly under a Supervisor who is responsible to the Super-
intendent in charge of the Scheme at Anna Regina.

5 These officers sup-rvise the general running of the Schemes
and are responsible for the execution of maintenance and development
works, expenditure and collection of revenue. The Schemes are pro-
vided with the necessary staff for normal operation.

6. Tecnnical 2dvice on drzinage and irrigation, sgriculture,
housing and public health procedures on all Hchemes is oktained at pre-
sent from the appropriate Government Depsrimeants with which there is
close collaboratiori. /
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Te Settlers' Committees have been formed on all Schemes to
discuss the problems of the settlers, to promote good public relations

and to serve as liaison hetween the officers in charge of the Schemes
and the settlers.

LavD DIEVILOPIENT SCH.MES

8. The Tepartment at the end of 1958 controlled the following
Schemes s=
Existing fSchemes Acreages
. Amna Regina, kgsequibo Coast 9,541
Cane Grove/La Donme liere, East
Coast Demerars T4233
Vergenocegen, fast Bank Bssequibo 3,595

Government istates, west Demerara
(Windsor Forest, La Jalousie and

Hague ) 3,846
Charity/Amazon, Pomeroon River JL7CES _
24,385,5

New Schemes

Onverwagt, Vest Cozst Eerbice 6,000
lara, .ast Dank Berbice 3,935 (Approk.)
Garden of iden, East Bank Demerara 1,200
35925945
Anna Regina Land Development Scheme
9.1 This Scheme comprises Plantations fcliance, Eush Lot,

Henrietta, Richmond, La Belle Alliance and Lima on the Essequibo Coast,
and ewmbraces an area of 9,541 acres. The acreages allocated for agri-
culture and other pruposes are as detailed in Appendix L.

9.2 There are 541 families on this Scheme whose economy is
based mainly on rice cultivation.

9.3 The tenants hold plots verying in size from 2 to 10 acres,
but in keeping with the recommendations of ir. . ¥,A., Drown, steps are
being teken where possible to congolidate holdings to provide plots of

not lese then 10 acres in size, »ost of these plots are utilised for
_rice cultivation,

Azriculture

10.1 fice ~ uring the vear under review the aAutumn Crop at
bnna Fzgina sutfered from & shortape of water which had to be relieved
by the vee of pumps leansed by the Prainsge and Irrigation Lepartment
and tlie British Guiana Rice :rroducers' Aszociation and financed by the
Eritish Guiana Kice .arketing Poerd. Tistribution of pumps was con-
trolled by a iroucht ‘elief Committce crganised for that purpose.
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10.2 The following acreages were cultivated during 1958 as com-
pared with 1957 :-

1957 1958
Acreage Yield #creage  Yield
Bees Bags
Spring Crop 814 54720 824 8,254
Lutumn Crop 3,296 57,862 3,435 80,041
11. . Dairy Farming - The areas availatle for dairy farming are

located in the rear of the housing areae in the following sections of
the Scheme :-

Lima sof 103 acres
Anna Regina - o4 it
Bush Lot - AT
Reliance - 32 t
249 1"
e}
l2. Pasturage - At Richmond, La Belle Alliance and Lima com-

munal pastures were maintained. Fertilisers were used to improve the
guality of the grazing, with satisfactory results.” 4 total area of
642 acres divided into four paddocks was maintained in fair condition
and fully utilised during the year. 4n area of spproximately 300
acres has been reserved for further extension if required.

Pure Water Supply.

13. Artesian well water is supplied to the housing areas at
Anns Kegina end Reliance and proposals are under consideration for ex-
tending the existing supply to other areas.

Housing

14, Under a general rural rehousing programme started in 1955
for rehovsing the settlers, forty-four contrect houses were completed
by the Housing Department %y the end of 1957. Of this number, 23 were
sold to the end of 1957, end 21 during 1958. These houses were sold
on the hire purchase systen.

Ascistence to Settlers

15.1 Building by aided self-help means is also encour aged and
the construction of concrete houses under the supervision of Ofiicers
of the Housing Department was commenced during 1957 by a self-help
group of twelve settlers. These houses should be completed by April,

1959.

15.2 Twenty settlers have huilt houses on their own and with
the assistance of loans received frowm the Eritish Guiana Credit Cor-
poration.

15,3 The new layout for the Lims ilousing Area was completed
during 1958. This provides inter alia for 92 house lots.

15.4 & survey was carried out at ielisnce to provide for 18
house lots.

/ ).5 oce e s
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1555 The facilities of the workshop at Anna Regina were made
available to settlers who own agricultural machinery and allied equip-
ment requiring repeir and overhaul. The cost of such jobs which is
borne by the settlers is determined on the basis of a charge which
takes into account the cost of latour and msterials plus 29% thereon.

Development and kxpansion

16.1 Wo development work was undertaken during the year under
review.
16.2 Equipment of Workshop - Several items of equipment and

tools were purchased to improve its efficiency and scope of operation.

Cane Grove/la Ponne lere Land DLevelopment Scheme

17,1 The Cane Grove/La Sonne liere Land levelopment Scheme which
compriges the estates formerly known as Flantations Cane Grove and Ia
Bonne liere is situwated on the left bank of the l.ghaica River and is the
wost easterly of the Flantastions whick receive irrigation water from
the last lemerara vater Conservancy.

1578.2 On 11th June, 1948, by Resolution, the Legislative Council
approved of the establichment of a Land Development Scheme on these
estates and¢ also of the estimeted expenditure to be met from the De-
velopment Trust Fund end the general revenue of the Colony for recon-
ditioning the drainage and irrigation system and laying out the estates
for land development purposes.

ST Plantation Cane (rove was purchased by LGovernment for the
sum of $100.00 when the proprietors decided to abandon the estate &s a
sugar plantation. Plantztion Ls Fonne i ere which was a rice and coco-
nut estate was purchased for the sum of $60,000.00.

17.4 The entire settlement embraces an area of 7,233 acres and
details of the acreages allocated for agriculture and other purposes
are shkown in Appendix L.

WES The lands have bheen allocated to 545 fawilies whose economy
is based mainly on rice cultivation, subsietence crons ard dairy farm=-
ing.

17.6 The gettlers hold plots varying in size from 3 to 15 acres
but, in keeping with the recommendations of %r., ¥.A., Brown, steps are
heing taken where possible to consolidate holdings to »provide plots of
rot lees than 10 acres in size.

Agricul ture

3h31- AL Rice =~ The Autumn Crop at Cene Grove suffered from a
shortage of water due to a spell of dry weather wrich affected the
entire cultivation. The early use of pumps, however, relieved the
shortage of irrigation water.

18.2 The followins acreagses were cultivated during 1958 as com-
pared with 1957 :-
1957 1958
Lcreage Yicld Acreage Yield
Tags Bags
Sprin: Crop 190 1,101 393 4,110
Autumn Crop 2,790 35,239 2,870 45,018



19. Lairy Farmine - At the commencement of the year animals
belonging to 108 settlers occupied 67 comrmnal tyres comprising 356
stalls in the Uplands and Diamonc sections of the scheme. One hune-
dred and fourteen animals were tested during the jyear for tuberculosis
and contagious abortion and 91 were admitted to the farm, bringing the
total number of animsls in the farm to 465. The artificial Insemi-
netion Service was satisfactorily used cduring the year and 58 cows
were inseminated from which 43 calves were born.

20, rrovision Farming - FYrovision farms totalling 599 acres
were generally maintained in fair condition and steps are being taken
to improve the standard of cultivation. Eighty-three aores of new
farm lands were allocated to 54 settlers. No difficulty was exper-
ienced in marketing the procduce reaped.

21. Milk - [ilk produced from the dairy ferm satisfied the
needs of the farmers and = surplus of 16,178 gallons was sold to the
Iilk rasteurisation Plant operated by the Lepartment of Aigriculture,
as compared with 9,208 gallons in the previous year.

22.1 Coconuts =~ Coconuts picked during the ear totslled
382,651 and 35,74Z pounés of cogrra were produced from 98,650 nuts.
Of the remaining 284,001 nuts, 248,1C0 were co0ld to locally regis-
tered copra manufacturers and 35,901 were sold to the Central Agri-
cultural Station, ion Fepos, for seedlings. The production of copra
on the OGcheme ceased on the 22n¢ April, 1958.

2242 Seedlings solc¢ to settlers at Cane Grove and at other Land
Development Schemes for nlanting purposes in keeping with propossls
for the increese of the Colony's coconut production, totalled 2,170.

22,3 Tropical ludzu plented in reveral sections of the coconut
cultivation has proved effective ageingt undesirable weeds and pro-
videe excellent fodder for cattle.

23. Pasturage - The area provided for commnal pasturage
remained at 1,300 acres divided into four paddocks which were main-
tained in a comparatively good condition despite a prolonged spell of
dry weather which affected grazing facilities during the second half
of the year under review.

24, Pure Water Supply -  Artesian well water is supplied to
certain sections of the housing areas on the scheme.

Assistance to Settlers

25.1 Housing -  Juring the year the construction of 6 of the
50 contract houses commenced by the housing Department at the request
of settlers was completed.

25.2 General « As wez the case at the Anna Regins Land Yevelop-
ment Scheme arrangements have been mede for repair and. ovsrkaul jobs
to te cerried out by the workshop et Cane Crove on behalf of settlers
who ovn africultural meckinery and a2llied equipment. The corst of such
jobs is Lorne hry the ncttl re arnd tekes into account the cost of labour
an¢ materials plus 257 £reon.

Zevelopment and Lypansion

2€. Bguipment of workshop -~ Various items of workshop ecuip-
ment and tools were purchased with the object of increasing the
efficiency arnd scope of overation of tle workshop.

/ Vergenoegen Land .ettlement
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Vergenoegen Land Settlement

7.1 Trhe land settlement at Vergenoegen was acguired in February,
1946, and comprises four estetes, namely, Vergenoegen, trhiladelphia,
Greenwich Park end Barnwell, mith a total area of 3,595 acres. The
acreages allocated for acriculture and other purposes are detailed in
Appendix I,

272 There are abtout 200 families on this settlement whose econ=-

omy is bssed mainly on rice cultivation, subsistence crops and dairy
farming.

2743 The tenants hold plots varying in size from % to 15 acres,
but in keeping with the recommendations of ir. F.,A., Brown steps are

being taken where possible to consolidate holdings to provide minimum
plots of 15 acres in size.

27.4 buring the yesr under review a Zice Factory operated by
the “epartment proceszed 19,991 bags of settlers' paddy from which
10,669 bags of rice were obtained, as compared with 16,980 bags of

paddy and 9,572 hage of rice processed and obtained respectively dur-
ing the previous year,

Agriculture

28.1 Rice - The Autumn Crop was affected by a shortage of water
brought about by a epell of dry weather during the lettsr half of the
year.

28,2 The following acreages were cultivated during 1958 as com-
parcd with 1957 :-
1957 1958
Acreage Yield Acreage Yield
Bags Bags

Spring Crop 1,110 7,633 1,274 6,519

futumn Crop 1,683 16,569 1,518 16,373

28,3 Settlers occupying land in certein sections of the culti-

vation area where the soil is knowm to be toxic and below average in
yield were again encouraged to epply fertilisers to their holdings.

29. Pairy Farming ~ Four and six stall communal byres for
a dairy herd of 116 animels are maintained on the settlement, and com-
plementary to these are fodder plots of one-third of an acre and an
eoual area for exercise.

30. Yrovision Farming =~ The provision farms totalling 223

acres were generally maintsined in iair condition and the level of

procduction was reasonably good.

e 1ilk - lilk produced from the dairy farms satisfied the
needs of the farmers and - svrplus of 5,389 gallons was =old to the
:1lk rasteurisation *Ianf opera ted Yy the Department of Agriculture,
as comparc¢ with 4,334 gellons cévring the previous year.

32, Pagturage - “uring the year under review a total of
1,%3%4 acres was availzble to gettle rs For agistment of their cattle
and 470 animels were agisted. ‘lhis area was fairly well maintained
and the planting of grase was continued.

R TE N e



=

33, Pure Water Supply - Artesian well water is supplied to
certain sections of the housing =zreas on the Scheme.

Assistance to Settlers

YIRS Bousing -~ Towards the end of 1950 Governmeunt embarked on
a rural housing scheme to assist settlers to build their own houses.
Under this scheme houses were provided at an estimated cost of
$1,500,00 each. The settler was reguired to deposit one~sixth of
this amount and he would then obtain a grent of one-third and be pro-
vided with a loan of tke remaining half of the estimated cost of the
house. These loans were rcpaysble within a period of twenty years
at 339 interest. Settlers erected 89 houses under this scheme which
was suspended at the end of 1953,

34.2 Settlers were. encouraged to build houses by asided self-
help mesans, and eighteen such houses in process of erection by set-
tlers under the supervision of the Eousing Department in 1957 were
not completed by the end of the yeer under review.

34.3 General - The workshop facilities at Vergenoegen were
mede gvailable to settlers who own agricultural machinery and
allied equipment requiring repair and overhaul, on terms similar to
those in force at the Anne Regina and Cane Grove Land Development
Schemes.

Government Estates, West Demerara

35.1 Plantations vindsor Forest, La Jalousie and Hague, formerly
sugar estates, were acquired by Government at kxecution Sales during
the period 1910 - 1912. The original proprietors were unable to pay
the sca defence retes levied in those days and conseguently the pro-
perties were solé to recover the outstanding amounts.

3502 Government decifed that the estates should be utilised to
provide a mesns of livelikood for the people who becawe digplaced
through the closing dowm of a numher of sugar estates in various
parts of the Colony.

3503 The estates have a gross acreage of 3,846 acres and the
acreages allocated for agriculture and other puvposes are shown in
Appendix I.

35.4 There are 450 families on this settlement whose economy is
based on rice cultivation, subsistence crops, cane cultivatioit and
dairy farming.

0D The tenants hold plote varying in size from 2 to 10 acres
and where poscsible settlers are being encouraged to consolidate their
holdings to provide plote of not less than 10 acres. These holdings
were leased to the people in 1915 for a term of 99 years at a fixed
rentel of {6.00 an acre ver avnum, with no provision for revision or
payment of maintenance charges. '

Agriculturc

36,1 Rice = this forms the main crop grown by the settlers
and generally two crops ore cultivated each year. A campaign against
bad cultivation practices inimiczl to £9il congervation was initiated
in 1957 and the reculte lsve Leecn encouraging. tany of the farmers
were convinced thet the lose of top soil from th~ir rice lands was
inimical to their interests and therefore rcadily adopted tle prac-
ticee wrich snsured better wansgement of the land.

[ Be.2N s
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36,2 The following screages were cultivated during 1958 as com-
pared with 1957 :~

1957 1958
Acreage Yield Acreage Yield
Bags Bags
Spring Crop 2,047 21,161 2,086 27,443
Autumn Crop 2,087 37,632 2,087 40,593
37, Provision farming =~ The provigion farms totalling 330

acres were generally maintained in fasir condition. The chief crop
grown wag cassava and £ood yields were obtained as always.

38. lane - kighty-three acres were under cane cultivation
and the crop resped dvring the year totelled 1,163 tons of cane, as
compared with sixty-two acres cultivated and 764 tons of cane reaped
during the previous year, The cane is sold by the cultivators to
Fln. Versailles, West Dsrk, lemerara.

5% Dairy farming - A4 communal byre is maintained at Windsor
Forest. The fLrtificial Insemination Service continued to operate
satiefactorily and two stud bulls obtained from the Agriculture Depsri-
ment furing the year, ma%ting & total of three bulls, are teing main-
tained for use at Hague.

40, liilk = Lidlk produced satiefied the needs of the farmers
end a survylus of 2,81% gallons vas sold to the liilk Pasteurisation
Flent operated ty the lepertment of Agriculture, as compared with
2,800 gellons during the previous year.

41. Pasturage - At Windsor Forest and La Jalousie the
settlers own over 1,500 head of cattle. The maximum area available
for grazing is approximately 470 acres, part of which is poor land.
Altogether, grazing facilities are totally inadequate.

42. Pure Vater Supply - Artesian well water is supplied to
the Housing areas on the settlement. Trilling of a new artesian well
to provide water for the settlers at Haiue Fack fettlement commenced
during the yearx.

43, Houeing - Hsgue Fack Settlement - Permission to build
new and repsir evisting houses was grented to the settlers at Hague
Back in Geptember. four new Louses have been built.

Charity/smazon Land Settlement

44. L plot of land comprising 170.5 acres on the right bank of '
the Foweroon River, knomn as Charity/ﬁmazon, was Qeclared a Settle-
ment in 1944. It is cepable of useful expawnsion ag a residential and
comrercial centre heing the entrepot of the fomeroon River IDistrict.
The arecs was originally laid out into 25 egriculiural lots and 140
nouese lots. A new lavout is however being designed for the area by

the Central Lousing snd :lanning Authorities.

45, Pure Tater fuoply - Artesian well water is supplied to
the settlement.

/ unverwagt ....
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Onverwagz

461 During 1955 the Board of Directors of the Iritish Guiana
Rice Development Cowpany, Limited, decided to exclude from the Com-
pany's operations the whole of the area known as Flantation Onverwagt
(No. 27) on the West Coast of Ferbice, cowprising about 6,000 acres
which, unfer an agre:zment with CGovernment concluded in 1952, had teen
gcquired by the Cowpany for the purpose of expanding the area under
direct mechianised cultivation by the Company.

46.2 A part of this area had teen cultivated during the three
years prior to 1955 hut the Company decided that the area previously
utilised for mechanised cultivation was adequate for the attainment
of its objective, and Oriverwagt was accordingly handed over to the
Land Development Department for development as a land development
8cheme.

46.3 Details of the finel arrangments for formally hancing over
the property to Government have not yet heen concluded.

46.4 The whole area is euitatle for the cultivation of rice and
at was the case in previous years plote totalling 4,362 acres were
allocated during the year under review on temporary tenancy to se-
lected farmers on a risk basis, as compared with 3,813 acres allocated
in 1957.

46.5 The écreages allocated for agriculture and other purposes
are as detailed in Appendix I,

Agriculture

47 fice =~ The following acreages were cultivated during
1958 as compared with 1957 :-

1957 1958
AcCreage Yield Acreage Yield
Tags ' Bags
Spring Crop - - - =
Autumn Crop 3,813 18,891 4,362 23,388
48, Pasturage - A communsl pasture comprising about 400

acres wag made available for the use of farmers as compzred with
1,200 scres in 1957. 4 total of 800 acres previously under pasture
was nade svailable for rice cultivation.

49, Development and .xpansion =~ Final plans for the full
utilisation and occupation of the entire area depend upon the con-
clusion of arrangements, financial and otherwise, for acquisition by
Government of title to the land and upon zpproval of proposals sub-
mitted for comprehengsive drainage and irrigation of the area.

lara Land Settlement

5O Location anc background -~ This settlement is situate on
the ¥ast Lank of the Pex'ice -iver alout 25 milees at tlie end of the
rozd from New fmsterdesm. It comprises the cztates of lara, Germanis,
Vryberg, Schepmoed, L'hnterprise end ra Retraite totalling anproxi-
mately 3,935 acres anc ves selected in 1685 with a view to its

/ acoulsition eceos
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acquisition by Government for lend settlement purposes in keeping with
the general recommendations of the International zank !dission and
lir. F.4, Brown regarding development of riverain lands.

50.2 Negotiations for its acquisition were concluded by the end
of 1955 and a preliminary land survey was commenced during 1956 to
determine acreags, etc., on which the agreced purchase price at $50.00
per acre should te paid.

50.3 The report of the preliminary inspection of the estates
disclosed thet the dame and trenches, although in a fair state of
preservation, were impasratle and that the whole area was overgrown
with bush of varying density, the majority hreing heavy wush. The
land is righ and lends iteelf to easy drainage. 1he soil varies
from & sand-clay to a cley-pegasse wirture and is very fertile. It
ig considered that the area is suwitatle for the cultivation of rice,
cocoa (which was cultivated on this land by the early settlers) citrus,
leguminous fodder and grasses, and for the development of wixed farm-
ing on proper lines. iirly records show that coffee was formerly
grown on these estates.

51.1 Objective ~  The objective at .arzs, as it will be in the
case of future land development schemes, is not merely to bring more
lend under cultivation tut to develop a contented peasantry deriving
full occupation and an improved and reasonable stendard of living
from the land, thus contrihuting towards the rclief of unemployment
and underemployment.

51.2 In order to achieve this objective it was decided that the
allocation of lande to setilers should be as follows:~

(a) where the main crop is rice each settler skould be
allocated 15 acres of rice lend, plus a 2% acrs
homestead upon which he will tuild his house, keep
orne or two cows, cultivate permanent end vegetable
Crops (other then rice) and reise poultrys; and

(b) farmsteads of 15 2cres on wiick the settler will
build hkis house, grow no rice, but cultivate vege-
tabtle and permanent crops, e€.g., citrue, cocoa, and
keep poultry snd a limited numter of dairy cattle
dependins upor. tre availebility of a merkst for
deiry products.

52.1 levelopment =~ On account of an acute underemployment
situation existing on the lower Corentyne Coast which it was imper-
ative to relieve as quickly as possible, Covernment decided late in
Lecember, 1956, to proceed with the reconditioning and development
of these sections of liara which could be more rapidly rehabiliteted
anéd put under cultivation by settlers.

52.2 Land clearing and excevating wachinery as well as alum-
inium buildings to serve asg temporary quarters were ordered, and work
on reconditioning the c¢razinage and irrigation system and clearing of
lend commenced carly in Janvary, 1957.

52015 Uuring the first half of 1957 it was not found mpossilble to
clear and level enough land to permit of hkoldinge of the zcreages re-
ferred to in psrazraph 51.2(3) Being ellocated to 46 prospective set-
tlers selectsd in Jeauvery, tut in order to aszist them in cultivating
an asutuvimn rice crop, the area already clesrcd totelling 212 acres in
the lLars section was allocated on & tewmporsry htasis in 5 acre plots at
a nomingl rental of ©5,00 ver scre from which an aversge rield of 15.5
vags of padds ner acre was ohtained,

Lo 200 N e
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52.4 During the latter part of 1957 acdditional mackinery and -
eguipment were obtained orn hire from other Land Tevelopment Schemes
to expedite the work of rehabilitation and development, and altogether
by the end of the year approximately 750 acres throughout the North
and South sections of iara, Germania, Vryberg and a part of South
Schepmoed were cleared, 13 bridges and 11 kokers were built, 48.25
miles of dems cleared and reconditioned, including the main empolder
dam in the rear of Flantation lara, cum annexis, and 41.75 miles of
drainage and irrigation trenches reconcitioned and dug. In addition,
an area near the public road and in the centre of the frontage of
the property was cleared and levelled, and a workshop, office and
quarters for staff were in course of construction.

52.5 During 1958 an sdditional twelve families were placed on
the land, making a total of fifty-eight. These were allocated at
lara approximately 2% acre homestesds, and approzimately 14% to 15
acre rice plots. The forty-six settlers selected in 1957 completed
the erection of their houses duriny 1958, while the remaining twelwe
settlere were in the process of constructing theirs. Avplications
for farmgsteads were invited and received end it is hoped thst allo-
cations would be made esxlr in 1959.

52,6 Clearing Buesh = Tor the Autumn Crop 409.25 acres of wrice
was cultivated, but due to the occurrence of the disease known as
"Elast" the yields were very low. Some farmers lost as much as 80% of
their crop. £ecause of this; clesying of lands reserved for rice was
suspended until such time as a method of combating the disease was dis=-
covered. By the end of 1958 a total of 892 acres was clezred and made
available for rice and 161 acres for permanent crops.

52.7 Other Services =~  An artesian well has been sunk at Schep-
moed for the supply of pure water to the administrative compound and
farmetead aree. An overhead tank for the distribution of potable water
was instelled during 1953, but the installation of a pump has been de-
layed.

52.8 Limited electricity for administrative buildings, bonds and
workshop is provided by ieans of an electric lighting plant. An
zdditional plant was purchased during 1958 for emergency purposes.

52.9 Workshop = A workshop has been established to handle
most of the major repairs necessary to keep agricultural machinery in
the field.

53, Finance - Erpenditure during the vear wrich amounted to
$510,118.00 was financed on the Lasis of a. two-thirds Colonizl Jevelop-
ment and ¥elfare Crent and one-third contribution from loeal funds.

54. Generzl =~ Iroposals are under counsideration for acquiring
and developing adjacent lands to the North and South totalling approx-
imately 6,000 acres, subtject to the sveilability of funds, in order to
enlarge the area acouired a2t dara so that it will beécome a more econ-
omic unit.

Garden of iden Land Settlement

D55 The Carden or ifen Lend Settlement is situate on the Hast
Sank of the Temerara Miver atout fourteen milegs from Ceorgetown and
cmbraces an area of ahout 1,200 acres.

56. Thig atordored cetatc was accrired Ty Government during

1955 at a cogt of §75,000 in keeping with generzl recommendstions
made in 1953 hy the Irternmational zenk “issgion ané Lr. . .h. Zrown,

/ Land ‘ettlement Adviser ....
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Land . Settlement Adviser, regarding the development of riverain lands
of the Colony. Lr. ILrown had further recommended that a pilot land

settlement scheme should be launched on the lower reaches of one of

the main rivers of the Colony.

Sl The land which ie composed of soil types - clay, shallow
pegasse, deep pegasse and burnt pegasse - is regarded as being repre-
sentative of other riverain alluvial soils and, with the installation
of proper drainage, suitatlé for pasture, forags crops, citrus, cocoa,
ground provisions and most local crops.

58l 1 Comiprehensive proposals for the development of the area,
costing altogether 1720,000.00 were accordingly prepared in consul-
tation with the Tepartments of Agriculture and Zrainage and Irrigation.
These included proposale for drsinage end irrigation, layout and uti-
lisstion and occupation of the lend.

58.2 Work on the developwent of the area was commenced in 1956
when preliminsry clearing of the land and preliminary drainage and
irrigation works were carried out. It wes anticipated that by the
end of that year the main drainage and irrigation works would hsve
been completed and that the front portion of the area which was
planned'tp,accommodate mixed, cocoa, citrus and special small fsrms
as well as a community centre, would heve been occupied. towever,
while the main drainasge and irrigation works were virtually com=
pleted hy the end of the year, it was not found possible to proceed
with other develonment worte for the reason that durin: the excava-
tions, deep perasce was Aiccovered along the line.of one of the pro-
posed roads which made ite comstruction impracticable from the point
of view of cost. In the li:ht of this sitvetion it became neccssary
to re-cxamine the wnroposels for the layout of the area. IHew proposals
which were scrordingly prepared and submitted had not yet been ap-
proved by the end of the year 1958. These proposals includée an cle-
ment of self-help,

55 The main drsinage and irrigation works were completed dur-
ing the¢ year under review,

PINANCEL

60. Recurrent expenditure on the Department as a whole for the
year under review amounted to $492,181.00 as compared with $63%%,155,00
for the previous year.

61. The following statement sets out the revenue and recurrent
expenditure for 1958 for the verious settlements:-

Operation and laintenance

Lyxisting Scttlements Revenue ixpenditure
1958
Anng Kegins Land Settlement 6?,406 94.,265.82
(trrears collectible) 18,370

/ Government listates e....
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Government Zstates

ixisting Settlements Hevenuc xpendiiure
1558
£ B
~ rrought Forward 63,406 )  94,265.82
18,370 )
Goverrnment kstates, west Demerara 27,492 ) 42,442.82
(sarrears collectible)
Vergzcneegen Land Settlement 22,930 )  46,974.07
(irresrs collectitle) 20,085 )
Vergenoegen Hice factory 15,485 ) 22,376.18
(hrrears collectible) : 5,296 )
Cane CGrove-la Ironre :-ere land Settlenent 58,800 } 02,650.86
(srresre collectiblc) 27,607 )
Charity/Amezon Lend iettlement 2,792 ) 8,699.67
(rrears collectible) 3,626
Onverwagt Lend ettlement 4,69¢ )  14,5%20.00
(irrears collectiltle)
Eeijand wettlements in
frocess of bevelopment
Carden of iden Land “ettlemcnt’ 5,0%2.00
Yars Lend Settlement
(srrears collsetible) - 1,855 ) 12,403,006
Cperstion and laintenance of
Lgricultural Machinery
Settlements fevenuc Sxvenditure
inna FHegina Land ZIettlement 110,565 )  79,293%.87
(irrears collectitle) 5,910 )
Yerpenozgen Land Settlement 38,865 } 22,717.68
(ixrreaxrs collecctible) 13,257 )
Cane Grove~Le “onme lLeTe 39,929 1 42,660.75
Lend Settlement 32,191 )
(irrsars collectible)
62. A cowparative stetzment of rovanue and exnenditure for ihe

years 1957 and 195€ in respsct of 1'% oneraticn ernd mainternarce of
settlements and of a-ricultural =eonirery i provided in fvppendix IT.

63.1 Lrpenditvre ow the opersticn ond reintorance of the settle-

nents et Lwune Fegirs, Cene (rove-Ls -omne |er-, Verpcnosggen; Charity
Apezon, &nd o Lovernmest setrtes, ‘est Lowerara, cxceeded rivenue by
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$31,653%3.00 as compered with $54,238.00 in the previous year. In this
connzction it shiovld be stzted that the actusl rsvernne from these
settlements for the year vrder review gwovnted to 4276,053.00 of which
$191,345,00 were collacted enc $84,708.CC remalned as arrears to be
collected cduring ths forthcoming wear.

63.2 In considsring ths present unhkealthy finsncizl positicn of
the existing settlements et Anxw uegina, Vergenoegen, Cans Grove and
Government tgtstes, Wegt vLemerara, eccount must Le talen of the fact
tihat these settlements which were ﬁJJndonrd states wien takon over
ty Lovernment, were established meinly o 000101 assistznce schemes
to provide a livelihood for persone wmors or less n_ctltuta who were

thern resicing thereosn, end covsi‘era%le financial 2ssistzrcs tas been
ess:sntial° Ia aﬁdlflon to an increase ir lsbour costs rentals are

()

latively low anfd credit ie ;iven for tre wevnsretion of land and

irﬁr servicee. &8 o rosult, it is 4if.icult to ests lishk these
gettlenents on a selfi-gvpporting tesic :-¥ecept as a long term rrojact.
Lowever, the principle that lerd gettlements should be ecorowically
self-suppor ting h=e heen sceepted eg the wltimate objective, and to
this end stricter credii control btsg been istroduced. This apart,
rice land rents at fnna Is:ina, Vergenoe; on and Gover:ment nstates,
st Demerara (Lot 'C'), were incressel during the year 1657 to the
level of rentale ciiargea-l: unfer the nice Earmers (*"curlty of
Tenure) vrdinancs, 1956, aad similar incrcasce vill be brought into
effect during 1°r) at Canz .rove Lend Setilement.

54, At 1lst Januvary, 1958, loans mace to settlers in previous
yvears representing advances te tenonts, asriculturcl wechkinery hire
charges and losns rYor the construction of houses totalling 17%,510.00
were outstending. E-psvments durin; the vear amounted to 14,127.00.

55. Levelopment ewpenditure incurrsd during the year amounted
to $582,36C.00 2 compared with 4818,779.00 in tle prsvious year as
ftollows i~

FROE 1958
1. lworovement ¢nd .impension of
risting Land settloment Schemce - 5 &
isgeguibo .etates (unna Tzyins)
~xtension of “iee Cultivetion 45,526
ssteblishment of Mlew lattle
tagture 25470
tgtablizbment of Dzirv Farm 11,0%6
~oprovewent of lraineg e 15,022
Layout of esidential ires 11,022
Uevelopmenf of rrovisior ¥srm
Lands - Third septh 5,482
tevelonment of Second ‘epth -
evonahire Lastle/s 1ton a=ll 5 S
Lrove-La i
mtilcment
Ltomrevenent of loivy Iorn TGS =
Dearvovensnt of Comwmw.nl —osrtdre =

wgyout of wegidsnticl ‘rea ke
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Vergenoegen Land Settlement

Extension of Rice Cultivation -
C.D,&,¥W. Scheme No, D,2321

Improvement of Communal Pasture
Metalling of Streets

Vergenoegen Rice 1dll -~
Extension of Drying Floor

Improvement of Drainage =
Greenwich Park

Extension of Deiry Farm -
Barnwell

Charity/Ame zon

etalling of Streets

kxtension of lMarket Shed

Cane Grove and Vergenoegen

Land Settlements

‘Purchase of Washing lischines

for Agricultural Liachinery
Rural Re-housing

guipment of ‘orkshops on

Land Settlements

Develovment of Garden of E£den,

East Benk Demerara (C.D,&.T.

Scheme)

Development of FPln. i.ara cum

annexis Last Bank Berbice

(C.D.&.W. Scheme No., D.3188).

Development of Pln. Onverwagt,

YWest Coast Berbice.

Purchase of Land for Land

Settlement Purposes

Preliminary Investication re
Suitebility etc.

Linc Seed raddy.

Total

4 s 1958
i o (¢
S | ¢ |
; ' I
{ s g
L i
| |
: | |
¢ 1,002 % !
! !
75 | |
i |
é !
1 H
= |
Al |
!
1,586 ; :
P i
! |
et ' |
ARSI f
| 191 | |
- |
33,088 | 5,958.06 |
é i
| | .i
- 115,351 [ 12,333.19 !
1 |
{522,935 . 510,118.72 |
| : -
| |
= | =
| ! !
' - { - 45,000,00
|
| f 215.14
i 50,353 | 8,735.65
e ._._,...,..%. e
818,779 {562,360, 00
o

R
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SURV.DYS  AND LAYOUTS

The following is a list of surveys cerried out during the

year on Land Settlements:-

Location No. of Area .urposes

Flots {Acres}

Llara Land Settlement 3 80.10 Defining boun~
daries.
40 101.60 Homesteads.

8 10.05 fiousing and Admin-
istrative com-
pound.

49 724.05 Farms.

Anna Regina Land Settle-~

ment , 113 30 Housing.
1 34 Tefining boun-
daries.
Garden of Eden 1200 Fartly subdivided

66.2

into farms.

In addition to the above surveys, work where necessary was

tarried out on replacement of missing paals, settlement of disputes,
aligoment of trenches and general inspections.

67'

Bk, P

With reference to tre proposals meunt-oned i wexarranh

T4 of the teport for the wear 1957, tie position is ar ‘cllowe:-

(1)

(11)

n¢ uew ‘and Settla-

Government asreed i prirciple that t:e ~»licy ehovld
be for the land wvevelopment Lepartuent to withdraw from
existing uvovernment land settlswente, detsaris of withdrawal
to e worled out Letween the ldinistry of .Hatural Jesources
ané the Lend vevelopment Department. Accordingly detailed
sroposalg were submitted Ly the Ueperitment to the dnistry
by whion these are under consideration.

Tand Clearing -

Covernment decided that cetilers on (ovzrrment Tard

~Zettlenents erould not te regrired to remav the capitzl cost

of clearing and prevariny tve lands leased t. tlem Tut
should have their ventels ineressed b tre nfereet cherecs
or the capitsal
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(iii) Tenure -

Proposals with regard to the form of title which
should be issued have been under consideration Ty Govern-
ment. These proposals were submitted to Covernment in
1957 ty the Land Adviser after consultation with the Com-
missioner of Lands and *ines and the Directors of Agricul-
ture and Land Development.

68. In conclusion, I desire to record my appreciation of the
loyal services rendered by the office and field staffs and to state
that I received full co-operation from other Government Departments
with which this Department had to work in connection with the de-
velopment and improvement of new and exieting land settlements.

W.A. WACNIZE.

Director of Land Development.



APFPENDIX T

Approximate Allocation of Acreages on Settlements

for kLgriculture and other purposes.

Use Anna Government Vergenoegen| Cane Grove/ Onverwagt
Regina Estetes La Bonne lMere
TO9T 3958 1 1957l 19585 18} 1958 1957 | 1958} 1957 | 1958
vy
Rice Culti-~ - .
vation 3420 | 3600 { 2087 | 2087 | 1977 | 1785 3572 3370% 4000 | 4800
Ground FPro- ' ; l ] ; i
vision e 28 | 3691 357 | 284 | 223 ! 840 | 815 - | =
{
: ; {
Cane Culti- ; | |
vation - - 62 ; T4 - 7 = 0 SR o B
1 1 ) ]
; " ; { .
Coconuts 20 20| - % - = il: 273 'y 273 = §d13
4 : I
House Lots 170 170 201 | 201 40 | 48 100 100 - -
Dairy Farm- i | | 4
ing 224 249 | 40| 40 174 155 445 511 = 3
!
Pasturage 642 942 656 . 658 | 1067 | 1334 888 | 1099| 1200{ 400
miscellan- ‘
eous = - 428 427 53 50 1115 | 1065| 800| 800
Undeveloped | 5065 | 4532 3 : - i~ i - 2 = A
]
Total Ac-
reage of
Settlement 9541 | 9541 | 3846 | 38465 { 3595 | 3595 723% | 723%3| 6000{ 6000




Comparative Statement of Revenue and Recurrent Expenditure

APPENDIX II

for the years 1957 and 1958,

i .
' Revenue Recurrent Expenditure
Settlement A
1957 1958 1957 1958
b & & $
Operation and Maintenance
of Land Settlements i
. * |
Anna Regina 1 31,601 6%,406 ) | 84,803 | 94,266 |
“(Arrears collectable) | 22,960 14,414 ) i
e | i
Government Estates, West | E
Demerara 23,663 27,492; 38,609 42,443
(Arrears collectable) 9,112 9,012 ! ;
1 g
f I
Vezgenoegen 21,409 | 22,930 ; 41,445 | 46,974 |
(Arrears collectable) A85707  Mes 464 | |
b {
Vergenoegen Rice Factory 18,974 i 15,485 ) ‘ 2%,06% ! 22,376 |
(Arrears collectable) 25900 i 5,046 ) i
1 l i
Cane Grove-la Bonne Mere | 65,041 (58,800 g 92,605 | 92,951 |
(Arrears collectable) 14,906 z 9,935 i ;
| | ; ;
Charity/Amazon 3,438 | 2,792 g {8,893 8,700 |
(Arrears collectable) 1,458 | 1,616 ' B
| onverwagt 26,189 | 24,419 ) | 14,875 | 14,930
: (Arrears collectable) 536 2,307 ) J
1
; New Settlements in Pro- i
i cess of Development ;
| i
| Carden of Eden 961 |  Wil., ) 1,181 5,032
! (Arrears collectable) ; mil. )
| dera 2,95 10,007 ) | 4,862 19,403
(Arrears collectable) Mil, ? 1,865 )
Operation and Mainten- |
ance of Agricultural ! ,
_ Machinery
&9 inna Regina 106,545 110,965 ) 89,302 79,294
? (Arrears collectable) 9,839 5,744 )
. Vergenoegen 24,701 28,885 ; 45,308 22,718
(Arrears collectable) 14,466 4,665 :
Cane Grove-La FEonne lNere 66,317 29,929 ) 75,717 42,661
(Arrears collectable) 16,464 59781 )






