
































6.1 .4 Noting the comments made by Dr. Pierre, a Member suggested that copies of the 

relevant Regulations should be circulated to Members to guide the Committee in 

enabling the current Food Safety Bill to be in compliance with international 

standards. 

6.1.5 Subsequent to the discussion which ensued, Dr. Pierre proceeded to explain the 

proposed amendments. 

6.2 PART I- PRELIMINARY 

6.2.1 Dr. Pierre stated that the Draft Bill was prepared in conjunction with the Chief 

Parliamentary Council and the proposed definitions \Yere included in the Bill but 

subsequently removed. He further explained that the proposed definitions were not 

included in the Bill at present, since it was not in the content of the Bill. However. 

he proposed that the definitions should be included in the Bill: 

6.2.2 The following definitions vvere proposed: 
• "abattoir" means premises used for slaughter of non- aquatic animals for

human consumption or animal feeding;

• "adulterate" means to make food impure in order to give a false
impression or value to hide defects, by the addition of a foreign, inferior or
inert substance to the food, or by the exclusion or removal of a valuable or
necessary ingredient;

• "adYertisement" includes any representation ,,. hether written. pictorial.
visual or othen-vise, made for the purpose of promoting directly or
indirectly the sale or disposal of any food or any substance represented as
food, and "adve1tise" shall have a corresponding meaning;

• Deletion of the word "Advisory" in the definition of the word "Board" in
Clause 2.

• "batch or lot number" where used in relation to-

(a) "Goods" means a reference number assigned by a food business
operator to a series of similar goods, or goods produced under
similar conditions; or

(b) "Crops" means the crop harvesting date. as determined by the
date on \\ h ich the harvesting of the crop commences:
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Clause 31 
lnspector not 
liable when 
acting in good 
faith. 

Food Safety Bill No. 22 of 2016 

Matrix of proposed amendments 

other materials that are or may be a 
food safety risk; 

(c) detain any person or vehicle engaged
in food business, that is or may be a
food safety risk for a reasonable
period, necessary to complete an
inspection;

(d) seize or detain, on reasonable grounds
and for such time as may be
necessary, any food, ingredient or
other material that is or may be a
food safety risk and may require the
person from whom it is seized or
detained to remove the food,
ingredient or material at the person's
own expense from the place of
detention;

(e) copy, or use and return within forty
eight hours, any documents belonging
to the person whose premises is being
inspected in order to make copies
relevant to the inspection;

(t) use and return within forty eight hours
any data storage, processing or
retrieval device or system belonging
to the person whose premises is being
inspected in order to produce a record
and take copies in readable form of the
information, records and other matters
relevant for the inspection.

(2) An authenticated copy of a document
or record made by an Inspector in the
perfonnance of the Inspector's duties and
kept as a record of the Authority shall be
considered and taken to be, valid records
and shall be received in the Courts as
prima facie evidence, which, if not
rebutted shall be as good evidence as the
originals from which they are taken.

Any Inspector performing, in good faith, 
the Inspector's duties under this Act shall 
not be liable in any court proceedings for 
anything done that was reasonably 
required to be done in the given 
circumstances. 
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,- Accepted 

as printed. 

Accepted as 

printed. 







































Clause 72 

Genetically 

modified 

foods. 

Food Safety Bill No. 22 of 2016 

Matrix of proposed amendments 

(b) is likely to be misleading as to the
nature or substance of any food,

commits an offence and is liable on Deletioil of the long iine. 
summary conviction to a flue of twenty 

thousand doiiars and imprisonment for 
six months. 

(3) A person who sells or offers or
expose for sale or has in his
possession for the purpose of sale,
any food the presentation of which is
1 ikely to be misleading as to the
nan1re or substance of the food
commits an offence and is liable on
summary conviction to a fine of
twenty thousand dollars and
imprisonment for six months.

(4) In proceedings for an offence under
subsection (l)(b) or (2)(b), the fact that a
label or adverti<:;ement in respect of,:vhich
the offence is alleged to have been
committed contains an accurate statement
of the composition of the food shall not
preclude the coL11t from finding that tbe
offence was committed.

(5) No labelling, advertising or
presentation, including their shape,
appearance or packaging, the packaging
materials used, the manner in which they
are arranged and the setting in which they
are displayed, and the information which is
made available about them through
whatever medium on food or feed shall be
done to mislead consumers.

(1) A person shall not sell food that bas been
genetically modified unless the
requirements as set out by the National
Bureau of Standards have been satisfied.

(2) Any person who fails to comply with
subsection (1) commits an offence and is
liable on summary conviction to a fine of
twenty thousand dollars and
imprisonment for six months.
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Accepted-as 1
printed. 

Accepted as 
amended. 

-

4ccepted as 
,_ pi'illled. 

lA.ccepted as 
,_ printed. 













Food Safety Bill No. 22 of 2016 

Matrix of proposed amendments 
-----------------------�--------------�--

shipment. the Authority shall notify the 7 

Clause 78 
Offence to 
import, expon 
food. 

Clause 79 
Food to be 
inspected 

impo1ter or exporter of the steps that are 
required to be taken and the time-frame 
within which the food may be submitted 
for re-inspection and release for import or 
export. 

(9) Where upon re-inspection the food is
found not to meet the requirements for
import or export, the food shall be seized
and destroyed under the supervision and
direction of the Authority.

( 10) The importer or exporter on record
shall be responsible for any costs
associated with the seizure and destruction
of food under subsection (9).

Any person who imports or exports food in 
contravention of the provisions of this Act 
commits an offence and is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine of fifty thousand dollars 

1 

and ;mp,.;sonment fa<,;, months. 

(I) The Minister may publish in the
Gazelle a list of food that requires
inspection by an Inspector at a port of
entry before exportation from Guyana or
upon importation into Guyana.

(2) An importer or exporter of any food
listed in accordance with subsection (1)

shall ensure that the required inspection is
conducted prior to the completion of
import or export procedures.

(3) Where there are reasonable grounds
for believing that food that is not included
on the list mentioned in subsection (I) is
not safe or does not comply with the
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Accepted as 
printed. 

(1) Any person who imports or exports -

food in contravention of the 
provisions of this Act commits an 
offence and is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine of fifty thousand 
dollars and imprisonment for six 
months. 

(2) any Customs o.fjicer that releases
goods without tile approval of the

Food Safety Authority commits an
offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine of fifty thousand
dollars and imprisonment.for six (6)

Accepted as 
amended. 

montlts � 

Accepted as 

printed. 
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Clause 87 
Non­
compliance by 
owner. 

Food Safety Bill No. 22 of 2016 

Matrix of proposed amendments 

(2) In recommending corrective measures
the Authority may be guided by -

(a) Codex Alimentarius;

(b) good agricultural practices;

( c) good manufacturing practices;

(d) HACCP and any other relevant
international standard pertaining to
food safety.

(3) An owner or occupier referred to in
subsection (1) shall take prompt action to
implement the recommendations of the
Authority within the time stipulated or any
extension of time granted.

(4) An owner or occupier aggrieved by
any notice referred to in subsection (1)
shall request a hearing with the Authority
to discuss his grievances and the Authority
shall hear him within seven days of the
receipt of the request.

(6) The Authority after hearing the
owner or occupier may order an
inspection and confirm or modify the
notice according to its findings.

(1) Where an owner or occupier on whom
a notice has been served under section
86(1) and a hearing granted under section
86(4) fails to comply with the original or
modified notice the Authority may
authorise an Inspector to enter the
premises and carry out the measures
suggested in the notice or modified notice
and take other actions considered
necessary.

(2) The Authority shall recover from the
owner or occupier the cost of any action
taken under subsection ( 1 ).

51 

(2) In recommending corrective
measures the Authority may be
guided by-

(a) Natio11al Codex Committee
(b) Codex Alimentarius;
(c) good agricultural practices;

(d) good
practices;

111a11ufact11rillg 

(e) HACCP and any otlter
relevant i11ternatio11al
standard pertaining to food
safety.

Accepted as 

amended. 

Accepted as 

amended. 

Accepted as 

printed. 

-

Accepted as 
i- printed.











Clause 92 
Repeal and 
savings. 
Cap. 34:03 

-

Food Safety Bill No. 22 of 2016 
Matrix of proposed amendments 

fifteen thousand dollars and 
imprisonment for four months. 

PA...�T XN 

REPEAL AND SA VIN GS 

(I) Sections 5. 6. 7 and 8 of the Food and
Drugs Act are repealed.

(2) Unless specifically repealed, by any
provision of this Act all other legislation
in force in Gu)ana relating to food shall
remain in force.

(3) Without prejudice to subsection (2), in
the event of any conflict or inconsistency
between the provisions of this Act and any
other law on food, the provisions of this
1\.:-t shall prevail.
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J4cce�• ..!.• -; . 
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Accepted as 

printed. 
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Accepted as 
pri11ted. 
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