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REPORT of the. Registrar of Friendly 
Societies for the year ended 
31st December, 19590 

PRESE1�ED pursuant to Section 11 of 
the Friendly Societies' Ordin­
ance 

9 
Chapter 3L/.

9 
as amended 

by the Friendly Societies' 
(Amendment) Ordinance

9 
1954 0

PART I --·- IHTR©UCTI,.QN 

This report deals with tha.t part of t he work of 
the Co-operative Department which falls under the Friendly 
Societies' Ordinance 9 

Chapter 34. 

Friendly societies are associations of members 
subscribing on a mutual basis for sickness

9 
death

9 
old 

age and other provident benefits. Registration under the 
Ordinance is a lso available to Benevolent societies 9 Work­
ing Men's Clubs and societies for various purposes specially 
authorised by the Governor-in-Council. 

In 1948 9 Mr • .A.F. and Mrs. D. Iv'ells were appointed 
under Colonial Development & Welfare Research Scheme No. 
R225 to carry out a survey of the West Indian Friendly 
Society Movement. As a result af their recommendations 
responsibility for the registration and supervision of 
Friendly Societies was transferred from the Registrar of 
Deeds to the Commissioner for Co-operative Development as 
from 1st September 9 1951. The main effect of their 
recommendations was to ensure that the general efficiency 
of these societies was improved and maintained. 

The staff appointed t o  give undivided attention 
to this work W8.s one accountant and four inspectors. In 
December 1958 the Government decided that the promotion 
and supervision of friendly societies should be integrated 
with the work of co-operative societies arrl tha:t district 
co-operative officers should be responsible for both 
friendly and co-operative societies. The post of 
"Inspector of Friendiy S.ocieties 11 was accordLngly re­
designated "Co-operative Officer 11 and shown thus in the 
1959 Annual Departmental Estimates. The Government's 
decision vrns put into opera tion in February 1959" It was 
als o decided to return to their Department four officers 
who had been seconded from the Education Department to 
supervis e school co-operative societies o

GENERAL P_I�OGRESS 

During the period under review the number of 
societies on the register increased from 214 to 223. 
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