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DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, 

Lot 6, Brickdam, 

Georgetown, 

27th April, 19p0.

I have the honour to submit the attached report 

on the work of the Department of Local Government for the year 
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I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
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Commissioner'of Local G;v�rnment • 
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The Honourable, , . , • ,4 , , • The Minister of Community Development 
and F.ducation. 
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Proceedings byParate Execution 

22, A. total of 144G proceedines for the racovery of arrears 
rates were lodged by local authorities during 1959. There were 2381 
proceedings outstanding et 31st Decerrber, 195G mcking a total of 3829 
in progress during the year o Of this total 7 27 were withdrawn and 629 
completed, leaving a total of 2473 outstanding at the end of  the year., 
Details in raspcet of each administrative district are set out belowa-

.n.dmini.s trati ve 
Di.strict 

East Barbice 

,Test Berbice 

East Dernerara 

Essequib-:i Islands 

Essequibo 

N-:irth Jest 

M az aruni -i?o t2ro 

Outstand-
ing at 
31.12.58 

479 

337 

731 

475 

130 

190 

1 

30 

i--2,301 

Lodged!
. I
J.J1 

1959 

237 

225 

685 

131 

51 

19
1

l(X)!
> 

T�ital 

71G 
· 1 

582) 

1 t4.l6 

600 

130 

241 

20 
I 

130 

L4413 i 3,029 ; 
i 

;,i th--1 C._,m-
dr,lwn. i p;J..oted 

154 195 

125 98 

78 157 

254 65 

34 50 

- i 12

84' l 44 

727 629 
! 

Orders on Collectors !?f_Rates 

OutstMd-
in� at 
i.� .• 12 • 59

367

341

1,101 

287 

130 

149 

0 

10 

2,473 
I 

23 • Under Sec ti •n 120 af the Lo c2l Guvernrrent 
o·rd.inance, Chaptc:r 150, 1it10nev.::r it appears t0 the Local Guvernment
Boc�rd that the collecti0n '.)f rates or r ents of any local authority
is unduly delayed, it may by an :..'rder si[7J.ed by the Secretc::.ry of the
Doard, require the Collector )f Rc1tes forthwith to proceed in the
manner prescribed by the Ordinance f Jr the rec:)very of rates or rents
ovGrdue, If the Collector ·_;f Rates fails to c-)mply with the order,
the Board has the pov:er :Jf removing him fr :im office and of appointing
a successor. Eleven 0rdsrs were made in 1959.

102.ns and Grants to Local Authorities 

2".1 • (i) The following table shows the total :. \.a bility of local 
authorities to Government on ordinary loan account at 31st December, 
1959 exclusive of inter0st charges a nd loans obtained during 19591-
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(iv) The Frograr..I!le for 1960 is as follows:-

Surveys of -

(a) Plantation Ridge, Wakena§lll

(b) Craig

(c) Cotton Tree-Zee Zight

(d) Parika

(e) No. 55, East Coast Berbice (if the petitioners lodge the
required fee) 

( f) Good Intent and Sisters.

In· addition partition work will be carried out in respect of· those 
areas which have already been surveyed. 

Revenue Collection. 

52. (i) District Conmissioners are responsible for the 
collection of certain licences under the Tax Ordinance, Chapter 298, 
e.g. stores, shops, bicycles, hucksters, sale of to.bacco, drugs
etc. and also of fees for inspection of weights and measures under
the Weights and neasures Ordinance, Chapter 343. They are also ·
empowered to collect on the behalf of the Com.missioner of Lands
Mines all fees, e.g. rental and royalty in respect of Crown and
Colony Lands.

(ii) The total revenue collected from these sources by
District Commissioners du.ring the year amounted to 1227 ,651. 49.
Details are set out in Appendix II. 

Inspection of scales, ·weights and Measures • 
• 

53. Inspection of scales, weights and'· measures used
in shops, markets and other places of business were carried out 
regularly by ·officers of the Department. No prosecutions ware

brough� against persons for offences against the Weights and Measures 
Ordinance. 

PART II SOCIAL YJELF .ARE 

Staff 

54. The effective strength of the staff at the end
of the y�ar 1959 was as follows:-

The Social Welfare Officer 
3 

13 
1 

3 

Senior Assistant 
Assistant Social 
Senior Clerk 
Class II Clerks 

Social VTelfare Officers 
Welfare Officers 

1 Senior Clerical Assistant 
3 Clerical Assistants. 

There was one vacant post of an Assistant Social Welfare Officer. 
,. Miss E.A. Simon was appointed Senior J\ssi:stant Social Welfare. 

Office� with effect from January, 1959. 

Staff Training· ••• / 

.. 
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villages and sugar estates M'e affiliated to the British Guiana 
Youth Council which is responsible for coordinating the work of the 
organisations and promoting their interests. Commonwealth Youth 
Sunday was again taken as the occasion for these organisations, 
gathering together, to affirm their common purpose. 

(x) Further improvements were effected by the &>cial .. 

Welfare Division at Camp l'1adewini which is under the charge of the 
Youth Council. A lavatory building provided with sanitary facilities 
and showers to accommodate both males and females was constructed at 
the end of the year a.nd additional equipment was installed. Repairs 
to the Den Amstel Camp has not yet been undert[l_ken. 

(xi) The sum of 810,000 was provided under the Annual
Recurrent Estimates for sports development. This subvention �as 
distributed to Sports Ji,ssocia tions undertaking international tours 
or visits. 

Coordination of Government and Industrial 
Welfare Services 

61. (i) A Joint Committee consistine of three representatives 
each of the British Guiana Sugar �roducers' Association and the Social 
Welfare Division (with ·the &>cial Welfare Officer as Chairman) was 
resuscitated in 1958. The main object of the Committee is to promote 
as far as possible a coillI!lon approach to welfare activities on the 
sugar estates end in the villages, for the benefit of all-concerned. 

(ii) One of the matters which the Committee has been
asked to consider is the future control, management and maintenance 
of community centres on the sugar estates and in the villages. 

(iii) Liaison between the Departnent and the Sugar Estates
has exi<Jted to some extent through the Sugar Industry Lab.our Welfare 
Fund Commit tee on which the Commissioner of Local Government is a 
member. Closer contact between specialist officers in the :field is, 
however, desirable and the Joint Committee should provide this. 

(iv) The Sugar Producers Association wae represented
at the annual conference of &Jcial '17elfare Porkers held by the 
Social ':Jelfare Division. 

PliRT III LEGISLATION 

62. (i) At Ap:pendix : is a list of the Ordinances passed 
during the year which concern the Department. 

(ii) The object of Ordinance Ho. 5 of 1959 is to create
a uniform system of valua tion for all local government areas in 
British Guiana under the control of a Valu ation Officer. The 
Ordinance provides for -

(a) the appointment of a valuation officer
with power to prepare valuation lists
for all property in a local government
area; draft valuation lists are to be
prepared on the new basis of the capital
value of. property and in accordance with
rules set out in the schedule to the
Ordinance;

(b) • • ./

' 
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(b) the constitution of local valuation panels
from which local valuntion com.mittees are to
be appointed to hear appeals from assessnents
by the Valuation Officer;

(c) further rights of appeal from the decision of
a local valuation committee to a judge in
chambers and thereon a question of law to the
Federal Supreme Court.

(iii) Ordinance 1'i·o. 11 of 1959 provides for the release
on licence of pe rsons serving imprisonment for life and for the 
release on licence of young offenders. 

(iv) Ordinance No. 19 of 1959 provides -

(a) for the aboUtion of the nominated element on
village councils;

(b) for a minimum of six councillors on any village
council;

(c) for the prohibition of the nomination of any
candidate for election to a village council in
more than one division of the village district;

(d) for a local authority of a village or country
district to award a gratuity to the legal repre­
sentative of any of its officers or servants who
have qualified for a pcnsicn or gratuity;

(e) beyond doubt for the Local Government Board to
increase or decrease the annual estimate or rate
of a local authority;

(f) th at a local authority �ay enter into any contract
which does not involve expenditure exceeding one
thousand dollars TTithout the approval of the Local
Government Board.

(v) Ordinance No. 30 of 1959 empowers the New Amsterdam
Town Council to borrow from their bankers by way of overdraft an 
amount not exceeding at any time fifteen per centum of the annual 
expenses of the Council without the consent of the Governor in 
Council. This power is similar to that conferred upon the Georgetown 
Town Council by section 203 ( 1) of the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance, 
Chapter 152. 

PART IV GENERAL 

63. The work of the Dep artment is steadily increasing
and shortage of qualified staff placed a heavy burden on many senior 
officers. In particular the District Commissioners had a very 
difficult year. The senior staff has stood up well to the strain • 





















- Ulverston- Lancaster- \:'him Bloomfield 
Alness- Liverpool- Letter 
Salton Manchester Kenny 

PURE WATER 
SUPPLY 570.03 530.03 628.69 817.25 

PU.YGROUND - - - -

RENTS CROWN 
LAl�S 31. 31 52.79 390.20 265.99 

RESERVE FUND 
(DEIDSIT) - 600.00 - -

RESERVE FUND 
c�nTHDR.f ... WllL) - - - -

ROADS, D!JliS :.ND 
BRIDGES ff.95.45 1,041.49 1,467.82 301. 78

RIVER DEFENCE - - - -

Si1Li.RIES 3,036.00 1,900.00 1 ,91 o.oo 3,000.52 

SIJHT.li.RY WORKS - - 25.00 -

WIRE FENCES 170.32 so.40 - -

14,814.56 12,260.55 1�,589.59 24,732.90 
-

. .  , 

"'" 

.APPENDIX IV (Cont 1 d) 

Rose Hall Fyrish Gil:Jraltar-
Courtland-
Nos. 0 & 1 

2,825.02 47.25 42 .25 

- - -

10.00 - -

- - -

- - -

1,868.66 330.39 356.49 
- - -

3,521.85 688.99 996.00 

379.49 - -

- - 130.88 

20,569.58 2,043.39 3,530.43 

. .

East Coast Sheet 
Berbice J';.rc hor No • 2 

lots 1-25 Palmyru 

- 730. 32 

- -

- -

- 125.00 

- -

- 1,875.28 
- -

720.00 1,200.00 

- 41.52 

- 83.04 

4,637.39 9,208.34 

. . .  I 

Cuuiberland 

510.50 

-

-

100.00 

-

1,572.34 

26.20 

960.00 

11 • 85 

-

-

4,413.64 
� 

Sisters 

5.68 

-

-

50.00 

-

31.87 

-

264.00 

-

-

535.01 

I 
+'> 
CJ'\ 
I 
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AJ31.TTOIR 
iJ?PRl.ISFJ.IBNT 

CONT DTGEtTC ILS 
DRf.INi1GE & IRRIG;,TION 
ELECTION EXPENSES 
LE'ii COSTS 
LOhN REPLTI.1EN'l5 
:M.l.RKET 

MI SCELIJ1NEOU S 
OFFICE 

(:' 
OUTSI'i1't-l1HNG _:_ccomrr s 
PURE ".�LTER SUFI-LY 
RENTS - CRO-:-m Mill 

� 
COLONY L!,NDS 

RESERVE FUND 
ROADS, nnrn &, BRIDGES 
SLL.:"RIES 
S.:.NIT},RY ·i;ORKS s:m 
SOCIJ�L SERVICES 

WIRE FENCES 

TOTAL 

t 

Bagotville 

,-, 

,:;, 

-
-

185. 70
202.52
113. 91
136.91
590.00
-

304.40 
-
-

1,040.80 

-

60.00 
179,78 

1,614 .oo 

74.69 
-

11-,502.71 

• 

· Best

·�
(.i 

-

-

23.11 
921.60 
79.54 

:.:'. --�6 

1,293.39 
-

199. 03
-

7.00 
1,070.20 

-

-

128.60 
564.00 

120.39 
-

4,417.32 

� 

� - - . 

iU'}EIIDIX IV _(Cont I d)-_
.. _, 

I . 
I . 

X I burg f. Den i1mste 18_ Wisrror Fellowship 
.;� ,•·· 

-�'·· 

47L97 120. 58
- 30.00

605.44 540.65 
88 5. 91 1,505.66 
108.18 117 � 58 

33. 12 180. 93
1,464.00 1,661.52 
6,986.67 -

1,255.19 376.74 
- -

370.93 -

2,090.47 279.20 

- -

250.00 -

4,197.32 374.t1,6 
3,934.92 2,040.00 

680.55 136.18 
- -

23,334.67 7,451.50 

V: 

I 
Good Intent Goed 
5: Sisters Fcirtuin 

I!> :·, 
\.' ·, 

,. 

- -
- -

340. 52 177 .03 
440.94 339.25 
64.30 24.98 

118.55 54. 91 
1,576.31 -

- -

407. 75 227.60 
- 11. 28

-·: 30.10
435.84 4.50 

- -

75.00 818.00 
150.50 50.00 

1,608.00 312.00 

167.93 170.63 
- -

5,393' ._64 2,228.28 

.•-t· .. 

--

La Gra!\!5e Pouderoyen 

i:•
,.' ? 

- 3��so-
- -

27: :.73 190.51 
2,365.39 219. 35

108.82 07.72 
210.59 60.30 

1,650.80 709.00 
- -

393. 79 714.25 
170.95 -

39.76 -

, 1,735.28 946 .20 

33.00 -

- - I309.43 -

2,597.00 6·72.00 

123.41- 123.34 
- -

1o,105. 95 3,759-47 

.. . / 

Stanley-
town 
,, 

-

-

118. 56

309.20
60. 76

187 .43 
970-.62 
-

253.28 
-
-

35.40 

-

-

161.00 
004.co ..

116.88 
-

3,097.13 

V0rgenoegen 

�� 
-

-

194.51 
494.76 

-

37.eo
-

-

957.95 
-
-

694.60 

. 
-

140.00 
334.69 

1,019.00 

771. 61
.-

4,644.92 

. 
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' 
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, 
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AB:ETTOIR 
itPPRI:.ISEriENT 

D�INJ1GE & IRRIG11TION 

ELECTION EXPENSES 
LliW COSTS 
LOLN RJI:P 1. YM!:IlNT 
MISCELLLN!!]OUS 
OUTSTLNDING i. CCOUN'l' S 
PURE WATER SUPPLY 

CONTINGEl'lCIES 

ROJ.DS, Dll.MS & BRIDGES 

RESIITRVE FUND ' ....... ...- •;� > 

SAlJlRIES 

SLNITl1RY qoRKS J;J:'1D 
S0CIJ;L SERVICES 

r:;rBE FTI;NCES 
INTEREST ON ·10LN 

REPJ\YMEf.vT . . 

TOTl1L 

_., 

·•·· 
-·

. 
·- .... .... . .. - ,.. __ . 

--�

.,, 

- Amste:vdal'I\
C2nefield.. 
Endecvour 

,'\ 
�) 

-

-

1,503.62 

-

-

900.00 
·100.92
245.92

-

150.40 

-

-

·961 .20

· 61.75

-

-

209.00 

4,148.81 
-•·. 

-�-•

: La Bagatelle 

. . 

/\ 
,0 

-

-

272. 70

68.20
11. 52
-

23 5� 19 
40.00 

343. 59 

103. 54 

-

60.79 
305.48 

09;65 

-

-

.. ...... 
-

1, 61 o.66 

- -L-.. ___..___ �-- � - -..:..e. � 

-- --·- -- -· ilPPENTIIX IV 
. 

(Cont 'a.)

Lo.uisiana 

0; 

-

-

223.50 
-

-

-

107 .02 
-

-

71.00 

·-

2.25 
211.68 

56.15 

-

-

·•· .. 
-

671.60 
... 

Phoenix 

I', 

S"': 

-

-

545.50 
-

-

200.00 

211.68 
-
-

26.83 

-

-

211.68 

24.00 

-

-

24·.oo 

1,243.69 
. . 

.. - .. - .. . 

� 

· 1\.:tthurville &
Fredericksburg

,'I 
1'.:0 

-

-

62.64 
-

-

57 .14 

32.90 
63.72 
-

.36 
-

-

146. 52

-

-

-

11.44 

37 4. 72 ,. 

. . .... - . . . 

-

Nlaria 
Johanna 

s� 

-

-

. 005.56 

8.84 
-

111 • 42 

BB. 54 
-

-

33.91 

-

67. 78 
342.56 

64. 50 
.. -

-

17 .82 

1,540.93- -

. . .  / 

Haria's 
Fleasure 

� 

$ 
:, ... 

- �
'. 

-

019.20 
-

-

100.00 

34.40 
-

- . 

8.00 

-

442.so

27. 50 

-

-

•· 

17.50 

1
9
449 .40... 

-

,If• .. -.. ,- • � 

.; 

Melville 
& Sarni 
Souci 

(\ 
<!) 

-

- .. 
101 .66 

52.00 
-

300.00 

82.40 
-

-

6.83 
-

23 ._98 
402. 76

03 •. 64 

-

-

82.50 

1,215.77 

Noitgedach 

(, 
(.' 

-

.-

223.34 

60.76 
-

280.00 

94.90 
-

5.00 

- . -

;; ' .. ... 

�-' 
6•: . 

2.88 
370.08 

35.00 

.. -
-.. 
33 •. 60 

1, 106_.�6 

,, 

' 
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